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Shootin Douglas Co.  News 1/2/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

A sheriff's deputy in Douglas 
County shot and killed a man 
who authorities say pointed a 
rifle at the officer.  
       In happened early Tuesday 
more in the Town of Gordon-- 
located about 40 miles south of 
Superior. 
      The Duluth News Tribune 
reports that officers were called 
to a domestic disturbance with 
a report of gunfire. 
     The Sheriff said the suspect 
left the home-- 
      but was found a short time 
later walking along a highway.  
      When a deputy confronted 
the man, the suspect allegedly 
pointed a rifle at him which 
prompted the deputy to fire his 
weapon at the suspect.  
      The man died at a hospital in 
Duluth.  
  
**** Wisconsin's two U.S. 
senators both voted for the 



compromise bill. 
      The Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel reports that both 
Democrat Herb Kohl and 
Republican Ron Johnson backed 
the measure. 
      It passed the Senate by 89-8 
after midnight on New Year's 
Day. 
      Johnson says he wanted to 
extend tax cuts for all 
Americans-- but he believed 99 
percent of Wisconsin residents 
would NOT see a tax increase 
under the bill.  
      Kohl did not release a 
statement. 
  
**** Those planning on getting 
healthy in the New Year are not 
alone. 
     Fitness centers like the YMCA 
of the Northwoods will be 
busier than ever in January. 
     You've probably let go of 
resolutions in years past. 
      But coordinators say 
planning ahead can help you 
stick to your goals. 
  
**** Under federal law, 75-
watt incandescent bulbs can no 
longer be produced or 
imported.  



      Retailers can still sell existing 
stock until they run out.  
      The government is gradually 
phasing out incandescent bulbs 
in favor of more energy-
efficient, L-E-Ds, halogens, or 
compact fluorescent bulbs.  
      100-watt incandescent bulbs 
were retired last year.  
      Traditional 60 and 40-watt 
bulbs will be phased out in 20-
14.  
 

 Northland Pines teacher 
gets prison term News 1/2/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

 A former Northland Pines 
teacher will spend the newt 
three years in prison and five 
years on extended supervision. 
    
That's because Michael Wang 
was caught using a school 
computer to look at child 
pornography. 
  
The prosecution asked for six to 
seven years in prison.  The state 
argued that Wang victimized 
children every time he looked 
at the pornography. 
   Wang's attorney said sexually 
deficient thinking doesn't make 
Wang a bad person. 
   Wang's pastor and current 
employer spoke on his behalf. 
   Judge Neil Nielsen said he 
couldn't justify that, but also 



wouldn't lessen the sentence to 
probation. 
** 
  
Governor Scott Walker plans to 
talk about mining and jobs 
during three stops around 
Wisconsin.  
      Walker visited Green Bay, 
Schofield and Milwaukee to 
promote his mining agenda.  
      Republicans have worked to 
help Florida-based Gogebic 
Taconite. 
      The company has looked 
into opening a huge iron mine 
just south of Lake Superior.  
      Company officials have 
promised the mine would 
create 700 jobs in the 
economically depressed region. 
    Republican leaders in the 
assembly say their first order of 
business this session is mining. 
   Speaker Robin Vos and 
Majority Leader Scott Suder 
released a statement 
Wednesday calling the bill a top 
priority.  
   They said the measure will 
help create thousands of jobs. 
   But they didn't offer any 
details on what changes the bill 
might make.  



  Suder said they're using a 
version of a bill the budget 
committee approved last 
March. 
  
** 
   Oneida County wants its 
public safety departments to be 
more efficient in 2013. 
   The board's transition 
committee may have the 
sheriff's office and emergency 
department merge. 
   The sheriff's office has a 
retiring lieutenant. 
   Instead of hiring a new one, 
the offices may reorganize. 
   That lieutenant would be 
replaced by hiring a civilian to 
run the 911 center. 
   The board will meet on the 
issue January 16. 
 

 Car fire remains a mystery News 1/3/2013 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 Wisconsin Republicans made it 
clear Wednesday what their 
first order of business will be a 
mining reform bill this session. 
     Speaker Robin Vos and 
Majority Leader Scott Suder 
(soo-der) released a statement 
Wednesday calling the bill a top 
priority.  
      They said the measure will 
help create thousands of jobs. 
      But they didn't offer any 



details on what changes the bill 
might make.  
     Suder said they're using a 
version of a bill the budget 
committee approved last 
March. 
  
**** A car fire that killed an 
engaged Wisconsin couple 
remains a mystery. 
      Just after six Tuesday 
morning, firefighters responded 
to a vehicle on fire in 
McFarland. 
      After putting it out, 24-year-
old brandon slattery and 21-
year-old Amy Damon were 
found dead inside. 
      The Dane County medical 
examiner's office says the 
deaths were 
accidental.                                    
Preliminary autopsy results 
suggest the two were NOT the 
victims of a crime. 
  
**** A deadly disease for deer 
could be spreading in 
Wisconsin-- But wildlife experts 
say not to worry. 
      The state DNR says two deer 
have testified positive for 
chronic wasting disease... one 
each in Portage and Juneau 



counties. 
      It's the first time wild deer 
have testified positive for the 
disease in both counties. 
    
**** Snowmobilers in PARTS of 
Langlade County will get to hit 
SOME trails starting Friday 
night. 
      Section A of the trails there 
will open at 5 p.m. Friday, 
January 4th. 
      Trails south of Highway J to 
Highway 45 along with trails 
south of Highways V and O will 
remain closed because of lack 
of snow. 
      Trail conditions in the 
northern and eastern parts of 
the county will be in poor to-
fair shape. 
      ATV's are NOT allowed on 
these snowmobile trails until 
January 14th or when the 
temperature is above 28 
degrees. 
 

  
Car Rollover News 1/7/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 A 24-year-old 

Tomahawk 

man survived, 

but is in critical 

condition after 

a rollover crash 



this weekend. 

Dustin 

Duplayee was 

heading west 

on Highway 86 

Saturday when 

his car left the 

road, went 

more than 200 

feet in a ditch, 

then hit a 

culvert and 

went airborne. 

He was trapped 

in the car and 

taken out by 

the Tomahawk 

Fire 

Department. 

Duplayee was 

flown to the 

ICU of Aspirus 

Wausau, where 

he remains in 

critical but 

stable 

condition. 

Police think 

alcohol 



factored in, and 

they tell us 

they expect to 

cite Duplayee 

for a second 

offense of 

operating a 

motor vehicle 

while 

intoxicated.  

**** 

  

Wisconsin's 

next legislative 

session will get 

under way 

today with a 

ceremonial 

touch. 

New 

Democratic 

Assembly 

members will 

be sworn in 

this morning.  

They'll join the 

rest of the body 

for another 



mass 

inauguration in 

the afternoon, 

followed by a 

reception at the 

state historical 

museum. 

New 

Northwoods 

representatives 

include 

Tomahawk's 

Mary Czaja 

and 

Rhinelander's 

Rob 

Swearingen.  

The state 

Senate will 

hold a lunch-

time reception 

followed by an 

inauguration 

ceremony that 

will run 

simultaneously 

with the 

Assembly. 

Voters handed 

Republicans a 

59-39 



advantage in 

the Assembly 

and an 18-15 

edge in the 

Senate in 

November's 

elections.  

Experts expect 

legislators to 

work first on a 

bill to reform 

Wisconsin's 

mining 

regulations and 

the next two-

year state 

budget. 

Green Bay 

police arrested 

21 people at 

the Packers' 

NFC wildcard 

playoff game 

versus the 

Minnesota 

Vikings at 

Lambeau Field 

on Saturday 

night. 

That's the 



highest arrest 

total for a 

home game this 

season. 

Of those 

arrested 

Saturday, eight 

were for 

unlawful 

conduct, three 

for unlawful 

conduct and 

trespassing, 

and three for 

unlawful 

conduct and 

resisting.  

Police haven't 

said yet how 

many people 

were ejected 

from the game. 

The Packers 

beat Minnesota 

24-10 to 

advance to the 

Divisional 

playoffs next 

weekend in San 



Francisco. 

 

  
Tomahawk man in car 
rollover News 1/7/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

      Imagine finding a YouTube 
video of someone pretending to 
shoot up your school.  Given 
the backdrop of the Sandy Hook 
shootings, an already troubling 
video becomes downright 
haunting. 
      But that's what police in 
Forest County are dealing with 
this week. 
      Forest County Sheriff John 
Dennee says someone alerted 
his office to a disturbing 
YouTube video.   
      It shows students being shot 
at Crandon School. 
      Deputies arrested a juvenile 
male who they think put the 
video on. 
      But when they searched his 
home, they didn't find any 
weapons or other evidence. 
      The Sheriff's Department 
also searched the Crandon 
school complex and didn't find 
anything out of the ordinary. 
      The boy they arrested is 
currently in jail and was 
scheduled to make a court 
appearance today. 
** 
         A 24-year-old Tomahawk 



man survived a rollover crash 
this weekend. 
   But he's now in critical 
condition. 
      Dustin Duplayee was driving 
west on Highway 86 Saturday 
when his car left the road, went 
more than 200 feet in a ditch, 
then hit a culvert and went 
airborne. 
      He was trapped in the car 
and taken out by the 
Tomahawk Fire Department. 
      Duplayee was flown to the 
ICU of Aspirus Wausau, where 
he remains in critical but stable 
condition. 
   Police think alcohol was a 
factor.       They expect to cite 
Duplayee for a second offense 
of operating a motor vehicle 
while intoxicated. 
** 
   Eight fishermen found 
themselves stranded on the ice 
in the bay of Green Bay. It 
happened this morning.  
   The men were trapped on an 
ice floe after two pieces of ice 
broke free. One chunk of ice 
was the size of a football field.  
   Two men managed to jump to 
a larger chunk as the ice was 
breaking away. 



   New Franken police, the U.S. 
coast guard and the Brown 
County Sheriff's Department 
helped with the rescue.  
  They believe wind caused the 
ice to break way. No one was 
injured.  
** 
 

  
Youtube video violence News 1/8/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 Imagine 

finding a 

YouTube video 

of someone 

pretending go 

on a shooting 

rampage at 

your school. In 

a world after 

the Sandy 

Hook 

shootings, that 

disturbing 

video seems 

even more 

haunting- 

perhaps even 

threatening. 

But that's what 

police in Forest 

County came 

across this 



week. 

-  

Forest County 

Sheriff John 

Dennee says 

someone 

alerted his 

office to a 

disturbing 

YouTube 

video.  

It shows 

students being 

shot at Crandon 

School. 

Deputies 

arrested a 

juvenile male 

who they think 

put the video 

on. 

When they 

searched his 

home, they 

didn't find any 

weapons or 

other evidence. 



The Sheriff's 

Department 

also searched 

the Crandon 

school complex 

and didn't find 

anything out of 

the ordinary. 

The boy they 

arrested is 

currently in jail 

and was 

scheduled to 

make a court 

appearance 

yesterday. 

  

**** 

Snowmobilers 

in central 

Wisconsin will 

have to cover 

up those sleds, 

at least for the 

time being. 

Marathon 

County's trails 

will close at 8 



o'clock this 

morning. 

The county 

snowmobile 

coordinator 

wants to wait 

until there's 

more snow and 

trail conditions 

improve. 

Wood County's 

trails closed 

yesterday after 

being open for 

all of 48 hours. 

**** 

One of the men 

accused in the 

Mole Lake 

stabbing 

incident from 

last February 

can't seem to 

stay out of 

trouble. 

This weekend, 

Dakota 

Tuckwab was 



arrested for 

violating the 

terms of his 

bail. 

Tuckwab 

appeared 

before Judge 

Leon Stenz 

Monday via 

video from the 

Forest County 

jail. 

He was put on 

a one thousand 

dollar cash 

bond, which he 

was able to 

post. 

He's not 

allowed to 

drink alcohol 

while out on 

bond. 

Tuckwab will 

go before a 

jury in April 

for his role in a 

gang-related 

stabbing in 



Mole Lake last 

winter. 

 

  
Trial for former Antigo 
football coach News 1/8/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

 The trial against former Antigo 
football coach John Lund looks 
like it's set for next week. 
      Lawyers hammered out the 
final pre-trial details in Langlade 
County Court today. 
     That included agreeing on 
witnesses. 
      Lund faces seven drug-
related felony counts stemming 
from last winter. 
      The former elementary 
school principal was placed on 
leave in December 2011.   
      The District Attorney then 
charged Lund in January for 
selling marijuana. 
      He and several other 
coaches and teachers in both 
Antigo and Merrill have since 
resigned or were fired for their 
roles in the drug ring. 
      The Lund trial begins next 
Tuesday.   
  
***          You can start 
wondering now what the tone 
will be a week from tonight.   
      That's when Governor Scott 
Walker will deliver his annual 



State of the State address. 
      The speech will be a joint 
meeting of the Legislature 
Tuesday January 15. 
      Walker plans to give the 
speech at 7 p.m.  
      The governor will be 
speaking to a Legislature 
controlled by Republicans, just 
as it was each of the past two 
years. 
       Walker is expected to use 
the speech to outline some of 
his priorities for the second half 
of his term. 
  
***    When you think of college 
students, retirees probably 
doesn't come to mind. 
      Nicolet College kicked off 
the 15th year of its Learning in 
Retirement this afternoon.  
      The college offers 30 
different courses. 
   About 300 Northwood 
retirees belong to the program. 
   Classes will be held through 
out the Northwoods in 
Rhinelander, Tomahawk, 
Crandon, Three Lakes and 
Wabeno.  
   The membership is 35 dollars 
for the whole year.  
   It will begin Monday January 



14th.  
  
***  T-O-U-G-H competition. 
That's what Crandon middle 
school students faced at their 
annual spelling bee today. 
   Fifth grader Grace Gunderson 
beat out 17 other fifth, sixth, 
seventh AND eighth graders to 
get the top spot. 
   She says her preparation with 
her cousin helped her out a lot.  
   School librarian Mary 
LeMaster organized the bee.  
   It maybe an old school 
tradition, but it's still a 
valueable skill.   
   Grace will move on to the 
District Spelling Bee which will 
take place in Wausaukee on 
February 6th. 
 

  
Rhinelander school district 
will have new leadership News 1/9/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 The School District of 
Rhinelander will have new 
leadership next year. 
      Last night's meeting started 
the hiring process for the new 
superintendent.  
      Current superintendent 
Roger Erdal retires June 30th. 
        The school board begins 
the interviewing process in 
February. 
      The public is invited to those 
interviews to observe.  



      The board will choose a 
candidate by March with the 
new superintendent starting 
July 1st.  
  
**** Police don't think anything 
suspicious was to blame for a 
deadly trailer home fire last 
weekend.  
     The fire happened at a trailer 
home in Mosinee late Sunday 
night. 
      53-year-old Russell Lukens-
meyer was found dead inside.   
      He had to be identified 
through dental records 
Tuesday. 
      The Division of Criminal 
Investigations and the State Fire 
Marshalls are still determining 
what caused the fire. 
      Foul play is not suspected. 
  
**** Monday night, the 
Rhinelander city council moved 
a step closer to ripping paper 
out of its budget.  
     The financial committee 
agreed moving toward 
technology is the smarter 
choice. 
    Hundreds of pages of paper 
are used at every month's city 
council meeting. 



      City administrator Blaine 
Oborn said using technology is 
faster, cheaper, and more 
effective. 
      The full city council will 
finalize the switch next 
Monday. 
  
**** People who need wireless 
internet service around 
Minocqua should have a 
provider in place some time 
starting next week. 
      The town board's 
Broadband and Business 
Development Committee 
agreed to send a lease proposal 
to the town board for SonicNet 
Monday night. 
      SonicNet has unofficially 
provided wifi to people on the 
outskirts of town for about 
three years now.   
         The town board will vote 
on the lease at next Tuesday 
night's meeting. 
  
 

  
Rhinelander restaurant has 
new ownership News 1/9/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

   The State Patrol hopes to 
figure out why an Antigo 
woman crashed head on with a 
semi yesterday afternoon in 
Waupaca County. 
      45-year-old Carrie Oreskovic 
was killed in the crash. 



      She was driving north on 
highway 45 near New London 
when her Jeep crashed head on 
with a semi-truck driving south. 
      Medics took Oreskovic to 
Theda Clark Medical Center in 
Appleton where she died from 
her injuries. 
      The State Patrol is 
reconstructing the crash to 
figure out what exactly went 
wrong. 
  
*****      Most Wisconsin 
legislators agree debating in the 
middle of the night is a bad 
idea. 
   But Republicans and 
Democrats are not close yet on 
making it a thing of the past.   
   Republican Speaker Robin Vos 
and Democratic Minority 
Leader Peter Barca met for a 
second day today. 
   They are negotiating possible 
changes to Assembly rules. 
   Following their meeting 
Tuesday, Barca said they were, 
quote, "worlds apart" on 
agreement.  
   The rules proposal will be 
released tomorrow before the 
Assembly meets to debate the 
changes. 



***  
   The Rhinelander Chamber of 
Commerce is partnering with 
the Northwoods 
Entrepreneurial Club and 
Northwoods Women in 
Business. 
   They'll be putting on the 
SIXTH annual Northwoods 
Business Expo next month. 
   The event has grown so much 
every year they'll have to move 
from the Northwoods Banquet 
Center to James Williams 
Middle School. 
   Chamber Executive Director 
Lara Reed knows the event is a 
good way to reach new 
customers. 
   Grow North will also hand out 
cash prizes to businesses with 
the best business plan. 
   Registration just opened- 
   it starts at 50-dollars. 
   And the chamber is adding a 
little extra incentive to sign up. 
   The first 24 businesses to sign 
up will be put on a visitor 
BINGO card. 
  
***   A franchised restaurant 
has new owners in Rhinelander.  
Josh and Jennifer Clark are the 
new owners of Culver's on 



Kemp street.     
  This married couple just 
moved up to the area. They are 
excited to get to know the 
Rhinelander community. 
   They may be new to town... 
but Jennifer has a little history 
here.  
   Her grandfather previously 
owned this location. Her great 
grandfather's family established 
the Rhinelander Pub and Cafe in 
1911.    
      The Clarks will show off the 
restaurant's new interior at a 
grand opening in May.  
   In the meantime, they are 
open for business.   
 

  
A propane tanker crash News 1/10/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

    A propane tanker crash 
backed up traffic this morning 
in Rhinelander. 
   The crash happened at the 
intersection of Highway 17 and 
County Road P around 9:30. 
   The propane tanker was 
headed north on 17 when it hit 
a car. 
   Police say the driver of the car 
didn't wait for the semi before 
she turned 
   The two injured passengers 
were in the car. 
   A woman and a child were 
taken to the hospital. 



   The passenger side of the car 
and the cab of the tanker 
suffered the most damage. 
   The child was properly 
buckled into a car seat. 
  
****      Fire badly damaged a 
school bus near Minocqua early 
this morning. 
      Thankfully, it was before the 
bus had started picking 
students up. 
   The driver was about to start 
her route when she noticed 
smoke in the back around 6:40 
this morning. 
   She pulled over as the fire 
started. 
   Minocqua Fire responded to 
the scene. 
   The driver was taken to 
Ministry Howard Young Medical 
Center for precautionary 
reasons. 
      The Fire Department thinks 
the bus' heater was to blame 
for the fire. 
  
****    An undercover operation 
helped police catch two 
accused drug dealers in 
Woodruff. 
   25-year-old Joseph Potvine 
and 26-year-old Joseph Lynch 



heard some of the State's 
evidence against them in 
Oneida County court today. 
   They both face felony drug 
charges. 
   Investigators told the court 
they used an informant to buy 
heroin from Potvine on two 
occasions. 
    Police also said Lynch 
admitted to selling heroin on a 
few occasions. 
   His attorney asked for the 
case to be thrown out because 
the only proof police had was 
Lynch's admission. 
   But Judge Michael Bloom 
ruled there was enough 
evidence to move forward with 
both cases--- 
   Potvine and Lynch will enter 
pleas January 14th. 
  
****       If you plan on visitng 
the state capitol anytime soon, 
you'll need to follow some new 
rules. 
      The state Assembly 
approved them today. 
      Among the rules... visitors 
watching assembly debate 
cannot use their cell phones.  
They also are not allowed to eat 
or wear a hat. 



      People who break the rules 
can be removed for the day or 
for the whole two-year session 
if they break them three times. 
      Lawmakers also need to 
follow some new rules of their 
own... Men must wear a coat an 
dtie and women need to be 
appropriately attired. 
      Democrats call the rules 
unconstitutional, but 
Republicans hope they bring 
more decorum to the galleries. 
      The rules passed 59-37.  One 
Democrat voted for it. 
 

  
Crash in Rhinelander News 1/11/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 Police will try to figure out 
what made a man drive off the 
road northeast of Rhinelander 
yesterday afternoon. 
      The 56-year-old driver was 
killed in the crash. 
      It happened just after 3 p.m. 
on Stella Lake Road.   
      Police say the car went off 
the road and hit a tree. 
      The driver was taken to St. 
Mary's Hospital and was 
pronounced dead. 
      The Oneida County Sheriff's 
Office and Medical Examiner 
are looking into the cause of 
death. 
  
**** Iron mining is currently on 



the minds of many Wisconsin 
legislators. 
      The leader of the Bad River 
tribe is concerned more for the 
FUTURE of our environment.  
      He says if the iron mining 
legislation rejected last year 
comes back, it will be the 
obliteration of the Bad River 
watershed.  
      Last night's meeting in 
Wausau, pointed towards 
inspiring others to say NO to 
iron mining.  
      The tribe’s concerned toxins 
like sulfuric acid will leak into 
nearby water and land. 
      Tribe leader Mike Wiggins Jr. 
says the tribe is also focused 
and prepared to take action.  
      He hopes discussion NOW 
can lead to working together to 
find an economically friendly 
solution.  
      A vote on a bill to overhaul 
state mining regulations could 
happen as soon as March.  
      If favorable laws pass, 
supporters say the mine could 
bring 700 jobs to northern 
Wisconsin.  
  
**** Warm temperatures lately 
mean the ice on our lakes is 



THIN.  
      An ATV went through the ice 
on Minocqua Lake last week. 
      It happened near the Pointe 
Hotel and Suites.    
      The ATV rider was pulling a 
snowmobile when the ATV's 
back end and the front of the 
snowmobile went into the ice. 
      No one was hurt and the 
machines didn't go all the way 
through the ice.  
      Police say this is a good 
reminder to be smart on the 
ice.  
 

  
Wisconsin Cell Phone 
Service News 1/11/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

 A disturbing You-Tube video 
upset people throughout the 
Northwoods SO MUCH... it 
launched an investigation of 
Crandon High School students. 
   Today investigators told us 
there is no threat. 
  Police, the District Attorney's 
office and the Superintendent 
worked together to interview 
witnesses, search houses and 
the school. 
   The video makers are minors, 
so District Attorney Chuck 
Simono can't share exactly how 
they'll be punished.   
   But he DID say they'll be 
punished by both the school 
and county. 



  
***      Updating you on a story 
we first had last night... we 
know the DRIVER of this sedan 
who crashed with a propane 
truck will be ok. 
      Ministry St. Mary's hosptial 
staff told us today doctors 
treated and released 26-year-
old Kayla Dotter of Rhinelander. 
      We still don't know the 
status of the child that was 
riding in her back seat. 
      The crash happened 
Thursday morning around 9:30 
at Highway 17 and P in 
Rhinelander. 
      Police say Dotter didn't wait 
for the propane tanker to pass 
before she tried turning left. 
      The driver of the propane 
tanker, Maynard Roehl, was not 
hurt. 
      Luckily, there was no 
propane leak, although traffic 
was slowed for about 30 
minutes. 
  
****   We may not see snow 
anytime soon,but that's not 
stopping people from at least 
watching snowmobile races. 
   Today kicks off the 50th 
Anniversary of the Snowmobile 



Vintage Race in Eagle River.  
Tomorrow, racers will qualify 
for the championship. 
  The finals are on Sunday.  
   Chuck Decker is the president 
of the world championship 
snowmobile derby.  
    He said the race isn't JUST 
exciting for racers. 
   Bill Chad came from Merrill up 
to see the vintage race.  
   For him, Eagle River is the 
ONLY place to be this weekend. 
   About 5 thousand people are 
expected this weekend for the 
vintage race. 
   But next weekend, 20-
thousand people will show up 
for the main event. 
  
  
***   Starting today, your cell 
phone service should be better 
in the Marshfield area. 
   Two AT&T towers are part of 
an ongoing investment by the 
company. 
   The company is providing 
better network coverage 
throughout the state. 
   At the start of 2012,  AT&T 
invested almost 100-million-
dollars in its Wisconsin 
networks. 



   The company plans to keep 
improving Wisconsin service in 
2013. 
 

  
Wausau Paper planning to 
sell the mill News 1/14/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

       Friday  night, we found out 
Wausau Paper plans to sell 
three of its mills, including 
Rhinelander's. 
      The news was unsettling to 
current and former employees.   
      But today, many seem to be 
taking a "wait-and-see" 
approach. 
      Nearly 500 people currently 
work at the mill. 
      Guy Hansen currently works 
at the Rhinelander Food Panty, 
but he used to be an 
environmental supervisor at the 
paper mill. 
      He thinks this a very serious 
situation with the community.  
      Wausau Paper closed its 
oldest mill in Brokaw last year.  
That elimintated 450 jobs. 
** 
Tonight, Rhinelander city 
council will decide whether 
beer can be sold at gas stations 
within city limits. 
   Kwik Trip wants to build two 
or three stores here. 
   But the company WON'T do 
that if it can't sell beer. 
    The Oneida County Tavern 



League President is opposed to 
the new ordinance. 
   President Russ Fisher says 
more competition is bad news 
for bars and liquor stores. 
  City council will vote tonight at 
6PM. 
   It will also decide whether to 
allow minors into bars for 
certain events. 
   We'll have the decisions 
tonight at Newswatch 12 at 10. 
** 
      A northern Wisconsin father 
hopes to find his son, who 
hasn't been seen since last 
week. 
      31-year-old Joshua Gilbert 
was last seen outside his 
Wausau apartment Friday. 
      His father reported him 
missing Saturday. 
      Gilbert suffers from 
dementia and schizophrenia.  
He is from California and has a 
brother who lives there. 
      His car is also gone too.  He 
drives a 2000 Geo Metro with 
plate number 431-UES. 
      If you've seen Gilbert or 
know anything about his 
whereabouts, please call the 
Wausau Police. 
** 



   Tempers ran high in Wisconsin 
during Governor Scott Walker's 
first years in office. 
   Now we know just how high. 
   The governor and his family 
were the target of numerous 
death threats during his first 
two years in office. 
   116 pages of emails and other 
documents show most of the 
threats came in 2011 during the 
protests over collective 
bargaining. 
   Walker's office released the 
records Friday after The 
Associated Press filed an open 
records request. 
      Earlier today, a 
spokeswoman for the state 
Department of Justice said 
there aren't any open 
investigations into threats 
against Walker.  
   The Dane County District 
Attorney's office hasn't charged 
anyone related to the threats.  
** 
 

  
Local law enforcement 
programs News  1/16/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 Governor Scott Walker didn't 
waste much time in getting to 
his main point in last night's 
state of the state speech-- 
saying we need to get 
aggressive in creating jobs.   
      One big way to do that: pass 



mining legislation that failed 
last year. 
      The Governor brought 
miners on stage to hammer 
home his point about safe and 
productive mining. 
      Later, Travel Wisconsin reps 
joined him on stage to 
emphasize the Department of 
Tourism's role.          That's an 
industry that the Governor 
noted brings in $16 billion 
dollars a year... and is a big 
draw for the Northwoods. 
      Walker also pointed to 
education reforms and new 
programs-- like last summer's 
online degree program-- as 
tools that can help the 
economy grow. 
     Walker also touched on his 
plans to lower income tax rates 
on all middle class families.   
      He'll give us his details on 
how that will work in his next 
budget, which comes out next 
month. 
  
**** Several Northwoods law 
enforcement programs that 
work with tribes will get tens of 
thousands in grants from the 
state. 
      County-Tribal co-ops in 



Forest, Ashland, and Vilas 
Counties will get between 30 
and 50 thousand dollars from 
the Department of Justice. 
      The money is used for K-9 
units, diversity training, and 
alternatives to drug abuse and 
gang involvement in tribes. 
      The 19 separate grants 
come from tribal gaming profits 
that were included in the state 
budget. 
      This is the 25th year the DOJ 
awarded grants to the 
programs. 
  
**** Babies born in Wisconsin 
in the past few years can expect 
to live about 80 years. 
       The state Department of 
Health Services says the life 
expectancy for babies born 
between 2009 and 2011 is just 
over 80 years.  
      Girls born in that period are 
expected to live to an age of 82, 
while boys can expect to live 
just under 78 years. 
        The data were part of a 
report released this week on 
death rates in Wisconsin in 
2011.  
 

  
Three car crash in News 1/16/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

    This morning, President 
Obama introduced the most 



Rhinelander ambitious gun control program 
since the 1960s. 
       The President signed 23 
executive orders. 
   Five of them related to 
background checks, and the 
kind of information that will be 
available for them. 
    One order called for 
emergency preparation in 
schools. 
    Another was a commitment 
to mental health parity 
regulations. 
   But the President said these 
orders are NOT a substitute for 
action by Congress.   
   He asked Congress to require 
universal background checks on 
anyone who wants to own a 
gun. 
      President Obama also called 
for a ban on military-style 
assault weapons and high 
capacity magazines. 
   ** 
   Three vehicles crashed this 
morning on Highway 8 near 
Rifle Road in Rhinelander 
around 8:30 this morning. 
   No one was injured. 
   The accident was described as 
"a chain reaction" that caused a 
truck to swerve off the road and 



into the ditch. 
   Police requested an extra 
salting of the road. 
** 
    Republican lawmakers plan to 
change Wisconsin's iron mining 
laws. 
   Assembly Republicans 
introduced the 206-page bill 
today.  
They say it will create 
thousands of jobs WITHOUT 
hurting the environment. 
   The bill isn't very different 
from one that died in the state 
Senate last March. 
   If it passes this time, the DNR 
would have up to 480 days to 
issue a mining permit. 
    People COULD challenge the 
permit decision... but not 
before its made. 
   Mining companies could 
offset damage to wetlands by 
restoring wetlands somewhere 
else. 
   Republicans hope the bill will 
convince a company called 
Gogebic ((go-gee-bik)) Taconite 
to open an iron mine near Lake 
Superior.         
   Opponents say the project will 
pollute one of the state's last 
pristine areas.  
 



  
Trees on fire in Antigo News  1/17/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 The man who posted 
threatening Facebook posts 
Tuesday before the Governor's 
speech-- now faces charges. 
      Kvon Smith tried to bring 
four homemade bombs into the 
state Capitol building. 
         Prosecutors want to 
charge Smith with four felony 
counts of possessing a 
makeshift bomb made from a 
bottle full of a flammable liquid 
and a rag fuse. 
      Police also are 
recommending one felony 
count of creating a bomb scare 
among several others. 
  
**** A 20-year-old Tomahawk 
man will spend the next year in 
jail for selling marijuana out of 
his home. 
      Shane Ksobiech (kiss-oh-
beach) agreed to plead guilty to 
four felonies and two 
misdemeanors in Lincoln 
County Court Wednesday. 
      Police arrested Ksobiech and 
five others in Tomahawk last 
spring.   
      They used an informant to 
buy marijuana from Ksobiech's 
house. 
      In exchange for the plea 



deal, the state agreed to not 
enter three of the felonies on 
record, as long as he follows his 
probationary rules. 
      After the year in jail, 
Ksobiech will spend three years 
on probation. 
  
**** Lack of snow leads to 
another problem you might not 
be aware of-- a septic system 
freeze. 
      By the time temperatures 
drop this low, there's usually 
enough snow to insulate the 
ground. 
      That's not the case this 
week. 
      Putting down four to six 
inches of straw could save you 
thousands of dollars. 
    Another easy fix-- reduce foot 
traffic. 
       You'll know when your 
system freezes when the alarm 
goes off... or when waste water 
backs up into your lowest point 
of plumbing. 
  
**** A big fire in Antigo last 
night-- but these flames were 
MEANT to keep you warm.       
      The Antigo Optimist Club 
held its annual Christmas tree 



burning at the high school.  
      Between three and four 
hundred trees ended up on the 
pile. 
     The club also collected 
donations to benefit the Antigo 
Area Food Pantry. 
 

  
Burning Oil News 1/17/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

 Last summer 
two men died 
in a 
Tomahawk 
manufacturing 
plant. 

Now, an 
Upper 
Peninsula 
company is 
being 
punished for 
it. 

Dustin Hale 
and Dennis 
Gougeon 
(GOO-jahn) 
were killed 
after being hit 
by fly ash at 
the 
Packaging 
Corporation of 



America plant 
in Tomahawk 
July 17th. 

The men 
were cleaning 
contractors 
working for 
Inland 
Systems of 
Ontonagon, 
Michigan. 

OSHA gave 
Inland 
Systems one 
serious 
citation. 

The 
government 
agency says 
Inland 
Systems 
failed to 
provide 
proper 
protection 
and training 
for the 
workers. 

They've been 



fined 28-
hundred 
dollars. 

Inland has 
indicated 
they're willing 
to accept 
responsibility, 
and will need 
to take action 
to correct 
problems in 
protection 
and training. 

  

We hear a lot 
about what 
veterans deal 
with after they 
get home. 

Their 
transition isn't 
easy. 

One 
Rhinelander 
business 
wanted to 
help them 



heal...in a 
unique way. 

Rhinelander 
Honda 
donated 3-
thousand 
dollars to 
Camp 
American 
Legion in 
Lake 
Tomahawk. 

The camp 
gets veterans, 
families, and 
active service 
members 
back to 
nature. 

They hope to 
help them 
heal from 
post-traumatic 
stress and 
other combat 
injuries. 

They donated 
10 dollars for 
every test 



drive, and 
100 dollars for 
every car sold 
during a New 
Years 
promotion. 

  

(story) 

If your 
business 
collects used 
mechanical 
oil, burning 
that oil in a 
space heater 
can be a 
popular 
option in the 
winter. 

It's often an 
easy way to 
save on 
heating costs. 

But there are 
environmental 
rules to keep 
in mind, as 



well. 

If the used oil 
is produced 
on site - for 
example, 
taken from 
cars at an oil 
change shop 
- it's covered 
under an 
exemption to 
use at any 
time. 

That also 
goes if 
homeowners 
bring in their 
own used oil. 

If you don't 
burn used oil, 
remember 
that it's 
banned from 
landfills. 

Instead, used 
oil is easily 
recycled. 

 



  
Hwy 51 construction project News 1/18/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 A Green Bay employer 
discovers one of his employees 
and his wife are dead. 
       The employer told police 
the man hadn't been to work 
for a couple of days.  
     The man's employer had 
gone to the house to check on 
him and saw him lying on the 
floor.  
       Police were called to the 
home on Green Bay's west side 
Thursday morning.  
        Once inside, police say they 
found a 49-year-old man and a 
52-year-old woman dead on a 
bedroom floor.  
       Police say there were no 
obvious signs of trauma.  
  
**** The E-E-O-C helped slap 
the New Pine Ridge Restaurant 
in Merrill with a 41-thousand 
dollar federal settlement. 
      The lawsuit claimed a cook 
at the restaurant just off of 
Highway 51 created a sexually 
hostile work environment.   
      He repeatedly made crude 
remarks and grabbed 
waitresses breasts. 
      Then, instead of stopping 
the cook's harassment, the 
owner fired some of the 



waitresses. 
      The cook didn't stop working 
in the restaurant until months 
after lawyers filed criminal 
charges against him. 
  
**** Future construction on 
Highway 51 in Arbor Vitae 
prompted an informative 
meeting last night.  
     Complete resurfacing and 
reconstruction of the road will 
begin at the end of the school 
year in June.  
     School safety is one of the 
main concerns for the project.  
       Many people are also 
worried about trees near the 
road.  
      To make the road 4 feet 
wider on each side, trees will be 
cut down.  
      Town chairman Frank 
Bauers believes trees will be 
spared if possible.     
  
**** You see plenty of burn 
piles around the Northwoods. 
      But with barely any snow on 
the ground, you should have a 
burning permit.  
   The law says you must have a 
permit if there's under a inch of 
snow. 
 



  
House fire in Rhinelander News 1/18/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

    Piles of clutter in a 
Rhinelander basement helped 
fuel a big house fire this 
afternoon. 
   This was what the home just 
off Lincoln Street looked like 
while burning. 
   Fire departments were called 
around one o' clock this 
afternoon to fight the fire. 
   Fire Chief Terry Williams says 
it was so crowded in the 
basement where the fire 
started, they couldn't get to it 
before it spread. 
   One person was in the house, 
but got out with minor injuries. 
   People in Rhinelander could 
see the smoke from many parts 
of the city. 
   The fire department isn't sure 
yet what caused the fire. 
  
     A Northwoods teenager 
stabbed a man early this 
morning and then hid from 
police. 
   Forest County Sheriff's 
Deputies searched briefly for 
the 16-year-old in the Town of 
Lincoln... that's near Crandon. 
      They arrested him on first 
degree attempted intentional 
homicide charges. 



      The boy is accused of 
stabbing a man several times 
early this morning. 
      Doctors are treating the 
victim at Ministry St. Mary's 
hosptial. 
      Sheriff John Dennee does 
not think there are any other 
suspects.  He says there's no 
threat to the community. 
  
   A federal court will allow 
Governor Walker's collective 
bargaining legislation to stand. 
    Today, an appeals court 
UPHELD Act 10.law stripping 
most public workers of nearly 
all of their collective bargaining 
rights.    
   Seven public unions, including 
the teachers' union, challenged 
the law's constitutionality in 
2011.  
   In March, A U.S. District Judge 
overturned part of the law. 
   It required unions to hold 
elections each year for 
members to retain their official 
status.  
   The judge also said the law 
illegally halted the automatic 
withdrawal of union dues. 
   But today, the 7th Circuit 
Court of Appeals upheld the law 



in its ENTIRETY. 
   It said the law IS fully 
constitutional. 
 

 Man shot in Wood Co,.  News 1/21/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

 The man shot at a gun range in 
Wood County this weekend 
remains in critical condition. 
      Police say 25-year-old 
Joseph Sammar-tino was shot in 
the back when his father was 
clearing his gun. 
      He was airlifted to the St. 
Joseph's Hospital. 
      Police are treating it as an 
accident, but the investigation 
is still pending. 
  
**** The search resumes this 
morning for a snowmobiler who 
went missing Saturday in 
Superior. 
       Police say 51-year-old Craig 
Friebe was last seen riding his 
snowmobile on St. Louis Bay in 
Superior.  
       Authorities spent all day 
Sunday looking for Friebe, but 
suspended their search at 
nightfall.       They'll continue 
looking for him this morning.  
  
**** The cold weather is 
believed to be a factor in the 
death of a 77-year-old Illinois 
woman.  



      Mary Scudder of was found 
dead in Wisconsin's Argyle 
Township on Saturday evening. 
      She was found about 30 feet 
from her car.  
      An autopsy is being planned-
- but the initial investigation 
shows exposure to the 
elements was a factor.  
      Temperatures in the area 
were in the 20s and 30s, with 
lows in the teens. 
  
**** U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers is warning its mining 
approval process could take 
years. 
     The bill introduced by 
Wisconsin's Rupublican 
lawmakers last week is 
intended to streamline mining 
requirements.  
      Republicans say the changes 
will jump-start mining in the 
state and create thousands of 
jobs.    
      Democrats counter it would 
be years before any jobs 
materialize. 
       Any mine that affects 
federal wetlands would need 
Corps (core) approval.  
      Senator Tom Riffany wrote 
the G-O-P bill. 



      He says mining applicants 
would have to notify the Corps 
as soon as they decide to file a 
State permit application.  
      He doesn't believe the 
Corps' review process will lead 
to major delays.  
 

  
Thieves stealing guns News 1/21/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

 .... 
  
   Thieves probably went looking 
for guns this weekend... 
   ...breaking into Statton's 
General Store not once, but 
TWICE. 
   The first attempt this 
weekend was early Friday 
morning, about 3 A-M. 
   This isn't the first time the 
owners have dealt with this 
either. 
   Thieves stole several guns 
from Statton's just this last 
October. 
   Friday morning the alarm 
company called the Lincoln 
County Sheriff's Office. 
   When police got there they 
saw a window had been pried 
out. 
   Saturday night around 9:30 
the same thing happened. 
   That time a witness saw a 
person crawling out of a 
window. 



   Owner Dick Statton says he 
has no doubt what they were 
after. 
   The same thing that's already 
been stolen from him before-- 
guns. 
   Police ask you to call the 
Sheriff's Office or Crime 
Stoppers if you have any 
information. 
  
   A snowmobiler who'd been 
missing in the Superior area 
since Saturday has been found. 
   He's safe but suffering from 
effects of the cold.  
   Superior police say 51-year-
old Craig Friebe was found 
Monday morning on the ice of 
the Nemadji (NUH-mah-gee) 
River.  
   He was taken to a hospital 
with symptoms of frostbite and 
hypothermia. 
   Friebe said his snowmobile 
ran out of gas so he started 
walking. 
   It isn't clear for how long.  
   He was found about 20 miles 
from where he'd last been seen. 
   Friebe got lost as the coldest 
temperatures of the season 
settled across the region.  
   Low temperatures in Superior 



were below zero Sunday night. 
  
   A Northwoods school district 
hopes to boost enrollment 
numbers. 
   It'll do that by keeping open 
enrollment uncapped. 
   Open enrollment allows 
families to basically choose any 
school district they want. 
   Wisconsin passed a law in 
2011 forcing schools with 
limited open enrollment to 
define a number. 
   But Rhinelander can keep 
open enrollment unlimited as it 
has in the past. 
   The administration believes it 
will keep overall enrollment up. 
   The district hopes many 
students will want to come to 
Rhinelander through the 
program. 
  
 

  
Rhinelander car stolen News 1/21/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

 Conventional wisdom tells you 
to warm up your car while 
waiting *inside.  
      After yesterday morning, 
you might want to wait IN your 
car. 
      Monday morning... a 
Rhinelander family's car was 
stolen-- Right from their 
driveway.  



      Angela Lund was standing 
inside her garage on Pioneer 
Street.  
      Her husband was warming 
up the truck just steps away. 
      That's when Angela saw the 
truck start to move, and she 
didn't recognize the driver.  
      Angela's husband then 
jumped into their other vehicle 
to chase after the woman. 
      The Oneida County Sheriff's 
Office quickly caught up as well.  
         We reached out to the 
Oneida County Sheriff's Office 
but no word on if charges were 
filed against the woman who 
took the vehicle.  
  
**** Shots fired at a Wisconsin 
hospital caused some scary 
moments Monday. 
      It happened last night in 
Elkhorn, Wisconsin.  
      Officials at Lakeland Medical 
Center say a sheriff's deputy 
and a patient prisoner got in an 
altercation and the gun went 
off.  
      No word on if the prisoner 
was hurt. 
      Everyone at the hospital is 
safe.  
  



**** Members of the 
Wisconsin Supreme Court are 
scheduled to meet with state 
lawmakers today. 
      It's a joint meeting of 
legislative committees that deal 
with the judiciary. 
        The meeting typically 
happens every two years so 
new members of the 
committee get a chance to talk 
with the seven justices. 
       The Senate and Assembly 
committees plan to discuss 
issues related to the court 
system and the Legislature.  
  
**** The state needs twelve 
members for it's new Sporting 
Heritage Council.  
      The goal is to have your 
voice give state officials tips on 
handling issues we face with 
hunting and fishing.  
    The five catergories the 
Council will represent are 
Anglers, Furbearers-- deer, bird 
and bear hunters.  
      The deadline for 
membership consideration is 
January 23rd-- that's tomorrow. 
 

 
Oneida Co. has a new sheriff News 1/22/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

Oneida County 

can call Grady 



Hartman its 

new Sheriff. 

The Governor's 

office made the 

move official 

today. 

Hartman 

started with the 

Sheriff's Office 

in 1994 as a 

patrol officer.  

In 1999, he 

became the 

youngest patrol 

sergeant in 

Oneida County 

history. 

Hartman is a 

member of the 

Rhinelander 

School Board 

and a Town of 

Crescent 

supervisor. 

He replaces 

former Sheriff 

Jeff Hoffmann, 

who retired in 



December. 

  

Someone near 

Tomahawk lost 

their trailer in a 

fire today. 

Here's what it 

looked like 

when we 

arrived. 

It started just 

after 11 o'clock 

on Heuser 

(HOUSER) 

Road near the 

Willow 

Flowage. 

The fire got as 

high as 25 feet 

in the air. 

Firefighters 

from five 

departments 

helped put it 

out. 

Firefighters 



aren't yet sure 

what caused 

the fire. 

But it serves as 

a good 

reminder to be 

careful when 

heating your 

home on cold 

days. 

A man killed 

himself on an 

Oneida County 

road early this 

morning. 

The Oneida 

County 

Sheriff's Office 

tells us 

deputies got a 

call from the 

Waukesha 

County 

Sheriff's Office 

late last night. 

Family 

members from 

southeastern 

Wisconsin had 

called them 



expressing 

concern for the 

well being of a 

family member 

in Oneida 

County. 

A deputy 

patrolling near 

the Rainbow 

Flowage in 

Newbold saw 

the car the man 

was described 

to be driving 

around 2:00 

a.m.  

When that 

deputy tried to 

pull the man 

over, he sped 

off. 

The man led 

police on a 

chase along 

Highway D, at 

one point 

showing he had 

a gun. 

He stopped 

near the 

intersection of 



Highway D and 

Swamp Creek 

Road and got 

out of the car.  

Officers say the 

man shot 

himself once. 

The man died 

from his 

wound. 

The mans name 

has not yet 

been released. 

 

 
Shooting in Newbold News 1/23/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

   A violent man sent a 
Northwoods woman to the 
emergency room and damaged 
several cars early this morning. 
      Minocqua Police responded 
to a domestic violence call 
around 2 a.m. on Back Bay 
Road. 
      They say 29-year-old 
Jonathan Thorman of 
Livingston, Wisconsin was 
smashing cars with a 
hammer.      They think he also 
severely injured a woman. 
      Thorman then hurt an 
officer as they arrested him. 
      Thorman is being held in the 
Oneida County Jail. 



      The injured woman was 
treated at Ministry Howard 
Young and released. 
** 
Oneida County will welcome a 
new sheriff on Friday. 
   But that's just one of many 
changes coming to the office.    
   Sergeant Grady Hartman will 
be sworn in later this week. 
   Within the last six weeks, the 
department lost two longtime 
leaders - Lieutenant Jim Wood 
and Sheriff Jeff Hoffman. 
   The two combined for nearly 
60 years of service. 
   Even with Wood and Hoffman 
leaving, Hartman will take over 
a department that's still 
working well. 
   Hartman expects some 
changes, including new hires to 
fill the openings. 
** 
   In Rhinelander, a new officer 
will make sure your kids stay 
safe in school.  
Sergeant Tyler Young is the new 
liaison ((LEE-a-son)) officer at 
Rhinelander High School.  
   He is a native of Rhinelander 
and graduated in 1989.  
   Young says the school is doing 
a good job now. 



   The school has had a liaison 
((LEE-a-son)) officer from the 
sheriff's office since Young 
graduated from high school. 
   He has seven children.  
   Two of them go to the high 
school right now.  
** 
   We know the name now of 
the man who shot himself to 
death in front of  Oneida 
County sheriff's deputies. 
   Thomas Metzger of Sussex, 
Wisconsin was 51 years old. 
    His family asked police to find 
him because they were 
concerned about his safety.        
   A deputy saw his car about 2 
in the morning yesterday on 
Highway D in the town of 
Newbold. 
   Metzger took off, but 
eventually stopped his car, got 
out, and shot himself.  
 

 
Mining bill controversy News 1/24/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

Dozens of Northwoods people 
made the trip to Madison 
yesterday to speak before 
lawmakers on the newest 
mining bill. 
      It was the first day of 
testimony in the Capitol on a 
bill that Republicans proposed 
last week. 
      The Senate and Assembly 



committees in charge of mining 
heard stories at the same time. 
      The bill would streamline 
the permitting process for 
mining companies. 
      Many came on buses to 
speak for and against the 
mining bill. 
      Gogebic Taconite also 
testified at the hearing. 
      A year ago, they pulled plans 
to mine iron ore in Ashland and 
Iron Counties after the last 
mining bill failed. 
      Yesterday, they said they 
would reinstate those plans if 
the new bill passed. 
  
**** A two car crash sent two 
people to the hospital last 
night. 
      Police and fire fighters 
responded to the crash on 
Highway 17 and Stevens Street 
around 7:20.     
      Both drivers were taken to 
Ministry Saint Mary Hospital. 
      Both of them have minor 
injuries. 
      We don't know what caused 
the crash yet. 
      We did call the sheriff's 
office, but they had no other 
details at this time. 



  
**** Veterans who served in 
Iraq and Afghanistan are being 
invited to participate in a 
Wisconsin study designed to 
help soldiers adjust to life after 
combat. 
       The study is being 
conducted at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison.  
      Researchers there say 
veterans who return from a war 
zone may suffer from post-
traumatic stress-- but not all 
respond to conventional 
treatment. 
        Scientists hope to develop 
new strategies for treatment. 
      The programs may involve 
group discussions, breathing 
exercises, meditation and 
gentle stretching. 
       Veterans who are 
interested can call 608-263-
0803.  
      Those who participate could 
be paid up to $380 and 
reimbursed for gas.  
 

 
Northwoods library to get 
bigger News 1/24/131 1201p,520p 2:00 

  Judges usually command 
respect. 
   But Oneida County Judge 
Michael Bloom got just the 
opposite from a man accused of 
serious crimes today in court. 



      29-year-old Jonathan 
Thorman appeared by video 
from the Oneida County Jail.   
      He's accused of setting a 
duplex on fire, severely beating 
a woman and damaging cars 
with a hammer. 
  Prosecutors asked for a 10-
thousand dollar bond. 
   But Judge Michael Bloom 
decided on even more... 
      Thorman repeatedly talked 
back to the Judge... refusing to 
tell him specifically where he 
lives, telling the judge to "figure 
it out himself." 
        Thorman also taunted 
Judge Bloom, insisting he set 
bond at 50 or even 100 
thousand dollars. 
      Bloom settled on 25 
thousand. 
        Thorman is due back in 
court in February. 
  
**** Northwoods residents 
gave their views on the 
Pentagon's decision today to lift 
the ban on women in combat.  
    Oneida County Veteran's 
Service Officer Tammy Walters 
is glad women will have same 
opportunities as men.     
   On our facebook page, we 



asked our viewers what they 
thought.  
   Many responses hit on the 
importance of equal rights. 
   Dave Dart in Rhinelander said 
"everyone should be able to 
pusure whatever they choose in 
life" 
Jo Hettwer said "As a female 
who currently serves in the 
reserves, I'm happy. As long as 
we can meet the physical 
standards, there is no reason 
we shouldn't be able to fight 
alongside our brothers" 
   While others, like Annie Leitl-
Oikari disagree by saying "Plain 
and simple NO" 
  
**** The Rhinelander District 
Library has big plans. 
   The library is in the begining 
stages of a building expansion. 
   Today, the library board is 
meeting with possible 
architects for the project. 
   It will be a long process - but 
well worth the wait. 
   The library will still have to 
raise funds for the expansion. 
   There's no set time frame for 
completion. 
   When it's finished, it will be 
put to good use. 



   Most of the demand is for 
meeting room space. 
   Some of the new spaces in the 
planning include a large 
meeting room, small study 
rooms, and a local history area. 
  
 

 
Teenagers burglarizing an 
area home News 1/25/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

   Police have caught two 
teenagers they think are 
responsible for tearing apart a 
Monico home. 
      17-year-old Anthony M. 
Briggs and a 15-year-old male 
are in jail today for that crime. 
   Those two suspects are also 
believed to be responsible for 
EIGHT other burglaries. 
   All nine burglaries happened 
in the Monico area between 
December 27th and January 
22nd. 
   The Sheriff's Office expects to 
make more arrests in this 
investigation. 
** 
We now know the name of the 
teenager who stabbed a man 
and hid from police. 
   That all happened last Friday 
in the Town of Lincoln, near 
Crandon. 
   16-year-old Christian Soulier 
(soo-lee-ay) will be charged as 
an adut. 



   He faces two felony charges, 
   one for first degree 
intentional homicide, 
   the other for recklessly 
endangering safety. 
   Soulier (soo-lee-ay) is being 
held in the Forest County jail. 
   He's due in court for a 
preliminary hearing January 
30th. 
** 
  A Red Granite man faces 
charges for TEN burglaries in 
the Cassian area. 
   28-year-old Peter J. Schultz 
was arrested yesterday. 
   He's being held in the Oneida 
County jail. 
   Schultz faces charges of 
burglarizing NINE homes on 
Acorn Lane and Clear Lake Road 
in Cassian, 
   and a business in Hazelhurst. 
   These burglaries happened in 
November. 
** 
   A young girl in the 
Northwoods battling cancer will 
be remembered forever. 
   Starting tomorrow, January 26 
will always be known as  
"Leanna Kossack Day" in 
Rhinelander. 
   Leanna is a Rhinelander teen 



battling a rare form of cancer. 
   Mayor Dick Johns made the 
day official this morning. 
   Leanna will be at the benefit 
her family's holding in her 
honor tomorrow. 
      A bake sale starts at 9 a.m. 
next to Sacketts. 
      The benefit starts at Bugsy's 
in Downtown Rhinelander at 2 
p.m. 
   Donations will go toward 
Leanna's medication and also to 
other children battling cancer. 
 

Two car crash on 
Wood/Portage Co, line News 1/28/13 601a,701a,801a 2:00 

Slippery roads Sunday 
afternoon caused a two car 
crash on the Wood, Portage 
County line.        Both drivers 
and a passenger were hurt. 
      It happened on County 
Highway S. 
      One of the cars ran the stop 
sign at County Highway N, and 
ran into the other car. 
      They both went into the 
ditch, and one of the cars 
rolled. 
      All three people were taken 
to St. Joseph's Hospital in 
Marshfield. 
  
**** Local gun vendors say 
President Obama's proposed 
gun control plans are having the 



opposite effect he's probably 
hoping for. 
      The Bob and Rocco gun 
show was in Wausau this 
weekend. 
      This show comes to town 
every year, but this weekend 
brought in TWICE as many 
people. 
      Nearly five THOUSAND 
people filed into the Patriot 
Center over the weekend-- 
that's twice the number they 
usually see. 
      Organizers say even the 
smallest gun shows are getting 
thousands of visitors. 
          Attendance at shows isn't 
the only number going up.    
      Supply and demand is 
becoming an issue for some 
vendors. 
  
**** A Plainfield man charged 
with his 11th O-W-I has pleaded 
not guilty by reason of insanity. 
      A judge this week ordered a 
doctor's examination for 51-
year-old Mark (schul-kee) 
Schulke.  
      The court will review the 
doctor's report February 18th. 
      Portage County prosecutor 
Cass Cousins says he's never 



seen someone use an insanity 
plea for an OWI case before.  
      He also says it's rare for 
someone to be charged with an 
11th offense of the charge. 
      The criminal complaint says 
(schul-kee) Schulke's first 
conviction for driving while 
intoxicated was in 1993.  
      His last conviction was in 
2004. 
  
**** The deadline for 
Wisconsin farmers to be 
counted is near.   
      The census is required, and 
the deadline is February 4th. 
      The census forms were 
mailed to farms late last month.  
      Farmers can also complete 
the census online at www.a-g-
census.usda.gov.  
 

 
Burglaries locally News 1/28/13 1201p,520p 2:00 

   We know the name of a third 
teenager linked to a series of 
home break-ins in the Monico 
area. 
   Police list 17 year-old Jeffrey 
Stefonik of Monico as the latest 
arrest.   
   Newswatch 12 showed the 
vandalism done to a LaCrosse 
couple's vacation home in a 
story this past Friday.   
   Stefonik, 17 year-old Anthony 

http://www.a-g-census.usda.gov/
http://www.a-g-census.usda.gov/


Briggs, and an unnamed 15 year 
old juvenile -- all of Monico -- 
face charges related to 
burglary, theft, and criminal 
damage to property. 
  
The DNR gave out a lot of tags 
for Rhinelander's city deer hunt 
this season. 
   But hunters didn't bag many 
deer. 
   The bow hunt within city 
limits ends Thursday. 
   Hunters have harvested just 
10 deer in the hunt so far. 
   It started in mid-September. 
   This year will be the lowest 
total for a full season of hunting 
in the city hunt's history. 
   The hunt started seven years 
ago when deer nuisance 
complaints were high. 
   Today Rhinelander's new 
Printpack facility started looking 
more like ... an actual 
manufacturing plant. 
Builders started enclosing the 
steel skeleton with huge 
concrete wall panels. 
   More than 100 of the giant 
panels will eventually cover the 
outside of the plant. 
Starting tomorrow, eight 
truckloads of the panels will be 



shipped in each day. 
   The Northland Pines school 
district welcomed ten students 
from China at a ceremony held 
this morning in Eagle River.  
   Each of the students will 
attend classes with a "mentor" 
student from Northland Pines 
each day for the next month.    
      The visitors will stay at Trees 
for Tomorrow and take part in 
programs there as well.   
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Largest shareholder in 
Wausau Paper wants more 
clout News 2/12/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

The Oak Creek police 

officer who was repeatedly 

shot while responding to the 

Sikh Temple shooting last 

August will be the guest of 

Michelle Obama tonight for 

the State of the Union 

address.  Lt. Brian Murphy, 

still recovering from several 

gunshot wounds says he’s 

“extremely excited” about 



the invitation.  He also says 

he’s glad the issue of gun 

violence is being debated 

but hasn’t taken sides on 

any specific policies.  

Murphy and his wife will 

attend a White House 

reception before tonight’s 

speech. 

The largest stockholder in 

Wausau Paper Corporation 

wants more clout, this after 

saying they want to move 

the company out of 

Wisconsin.  The Starboard 

Value hedge fund of 

Manhattan wants a larger 

share of the company, a 

day after it announced a 

much smaller loss in the last 

quarter than a year ago.  

Last month it was 

announced mills in 

Rhinelander, Mosinee and 

Brainerd, Minnesota were 

being sold.  Just yesterday 

Governor Scott Walker said 

he spoke with the current 

management about 



keeping jobs local but this is 

a new development.   

A big double-header in 

high school basketball 

tonite as the Lakeland 

Thunderbirds head to 

Rhinelander looking to 

avenge an earlier season 

loss…both boys and girls 

are playing with the boys 

game up first at 6:00 at the 

Miazga Community 

Gymnasium.  The Hodags 

and T-Birds were also 

awarded the top two seeds 

for the upcoming regionals 

next week and both have a 

first round bye. 
 

  
Two people killed in house 
fire in Rhinelander News  2/13/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 Officials hope positive 

identifications can be 

made today on two people 

killed in a house fire about 

17 miles northwest of 

Rhinelander. Investigators 

suspect the homeowners 

were the ones killed – Mark 

and Kaye Juel.  Kaye is the 

Oneida County’s jail 

administrator. Their house 



was engulfed in flames 

when fire-fighters arrived 

about 4:30 yesterday 

morning.  Five fire 

departments helped battle 

the blaze. The victims’ 

bodies were found in the 

house, after their vehicles 

were spotted in their 

garage.  Autopsies are 

being scheduled.  The state 

Fire Marshal is helping the 

Oneida County sheriff’s 

department and medical 

examiner’s office 

investigate – along with the 

fire department in the town 

of Cassian where the blaze 

occurred. 

 

Two people were hurt in a 

Lincoln county crash 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

Sheriff’s department reports 

the head on collision 

occurred on County Road 

“D” east of Cloverbelt Road 

in the Town of King just 

before 4:00.  17-year old 



Aaron Leonard of Gleason 

was treated and released 

from Sacred Heart Hospital 

in Tomahawk while 27-year 

old Julie Bergerson of Irma 

was transferred by Med-E-

Vac helicopter to Wausau 

Aspirus Hospital with severe 

but not life threatening 

injuries.   

 

A basketball double-

header last night in 

Rhinelander as the host 

Hodags dropped the 

Lakeland Thunderbirds.  The 

boys opened the night with 

a 61-43 win behind a 19-

point performance by Brett 

Matthews while the girls 

battled to a 37-32 victory.  

Both boys teams open 

regional play next week 

with first round byes. 
 

  
Lincoln Co. Crash `News 2/13/13  1201p,520p 1:30 

 Officials hope positive 

identifications can be 

made today on two people 

killed in a house fire about 

17 miles northwest of 



Rhinelander. Investigators 

suspect the homeowners 

were the ones killed – Mark 

and Kaye Juel.  Kaye is the 

Oneida County’s jail 

administrator. Their house 

was engulfed in flames 

when fire-fighters arrived 

about 4:30 yesterday 

morning.  Five fire 

departments helped battle 

the blaze. The victims’ 

bodies were found in the 

house, after their vehicles 

were spotted in their 

garage.  Autopsies are 

being scheduled.  The state 

Fire Marshal is helping the 

Oneida County sheriff’s 

department and medical 

examiner’s office 

investigate – along with the 

fire department in the town 

of Cassian where the blaze 

occurred. 

 

Two people were hurt in a 

Lincoln county crash 

yesterday afternoon.  The 



Sheriff’s department reports 

the head on collision 

occurred on County Road 

“D” east of Cloverbelt Road 

in the Town of King just 

before 4:00.  17-year old 

Aaron Leonard of Gleason 

was treated and released 

from Sacred Heart Hospital 

in Tomahawk while 27-year 

old Julie Bergerson of Irma 

was transferred by Med-E-

Vac helicopter to Wausau 

Aspirus Hospital with severe 

but not life threatening 

injuries.   

 

A basketball double-

header last night in 

Rhinelander as the host 

Hodags dropped the 

Lakeland Thunderbirds.  The 

boys opened the night with 

a 61-43 win behind a 19-

point performance by Brett 

Matthews while the girls 

battled to a 37-32 victory.  

Both boys teams open 

regional play next week 



with first round byes. 
 

  
Fire destroys Rhinelander 
home News 2/14/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 A rural Rhinelander couple 

were confirmed dead as a 

fire destroyed their home.  

55 year old Mark Juel and 

his 53 year old wife, Kaye of 

Cassian perished in the fire 

early Tuesday morning 

according to the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

department.  Kaye was the 

county jail administrator.  

The home was fully ablaze 

when the first of five fire 

departments arrived to the 

Partridge Road address.  

What caused the fire is still 

unknown.  The funeral for 

the Juel’s will be at Faith 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church on Tuesday at 

11:00.   

Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker won’t suggest 

expansion of Medicaid 

services in the state. In 

place of expansion, he’s 

backing what he calls a 

hybrid approach including 



tightening eligibility for 

Medcaid, lifting a cap on a 

program serving childless 

adults and forcing more 

people to buy insurance 

through an exchange run 

by the federal government. 

He says his plan will reduce 

Wisconsin’s share of 

uninsured non-elderly adults 

from 14 percent to about 

seven percent. Democrats, 

health care advocacy 

groups and state hospitals 

had urged the governor to 

take the billion dollars being 

offered by the federal 

government, just as several 

other Republican governors 

have done. Walker says 

today’s announcement is in 

line with his decision not to 

state up a state-run 

marketplace for insurance 

providers. 

No winner in Powerball last 

night but a two-million 

dollar ticket was sold in Eau 

Claire.  A ticket sold at a 



Kwik Trip won the second 

prize.  The jackpot jumps to 

60-million for Saturday’s 

drawing.  In Mega Millions, 

tomorrow’s jackpot is 20-

million dollars. 

Lakeland High School senior 

Delaney FitzPatrick signs her 

national letter of intent to 

attend Yale tomorrow.  The 

track and field and cross 

country star will be 

recognized during the 

signing at 4:00 in the high 

school conference room 

and again at a pep 

assembly Monday morning 

at 9 honoring the Nordic Ski 

State Championship girls 

team, in which she was the 

gold medalist.   
 

 
 Oneida Co. mourns a loss News 2/14/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 The staff at the Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department mourns the loss 

of one of their own.  Kaye 

Juel worked for the 

department more than 30 

years, the last two decades 

as the jail administrator.  



She was killed along with 

her husband Mark in an 

early morning fire Tuesday 

at their town of Cassian 

home.  From dispatchers to 

investigators, all worked 

closely with her and say she 

will be greatly missed.  Lt. 

Lloyd Gauthier said she was 

well known, respected and 

loved by all of us.  This is a 

difficult time.  The state fire 

marshal continues their 

investigation into the cause 

of the blaze. 

If you still want to vote 

absentee in Tuesday’s 

primary, you don’t have 

much time.  Today is the 

deadline to ask local 

government clerks to send 

ballots by mail.  And 

tomorrow is the deadline to 

cast those votes in person 

at the clerk’s offices.  There 

are primaries for a host of 

local government and 

school board races as well 

as narrowing the field for a 



State Supreme Court seat.  

The hot issue is a school 

referendum in Rhinelander 

seeking additional 

operating funds to avoid 

deep cuts in services. 

Wisconsin turkey hunters 

were a lot more successful 

last fall than the year 

before.  The DNR said just 

over 7000 birds were taken 

in the 2012 fall season, up 

28% from the previous year.  

Just over 54-thousand 

permits were issued and 

13% of hunters took home 

turkeys, up from 10%.  The 

DNR pointed to last year’s 

mild winter and spring 

boosting the population of 

the gobblers.  This year’s 

spring season opens April 6th 

with a youth hunt and the 

regular season openers is 

April 10th. 
 

  
Opponents of mining in 
northern Wisconsin  News 2/18/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 Opponents of mining in 

northern Wisconsin have 

past history on their side.  

Two years ago the 



environmental protection 

agency agreed to allow 

the Bad River Band of 

Chippewa authority to 

impose water quality 

regulations.  That gave the 

band the power to order 

pollution limits on anything 

outside the reservation that 

could harm tribal waters.  

Supporters for a mine say 

this could be a substantial 

obstacle to the proposed 

project.  This is not a new 

development as the EPA 

granted similar approval to 

both the Lac du Flambeau 

and Mole Lake bands in the 

past.  But they’ve been 

discussed very little in the 

legislature’s debate over a 

proposed mining package, 

which would help Gogebic 

Taconinte get permits for a 

new iron ore mine in 

Ashland and Iron Counties.  

Both the EPA and DNR say 

it’s too early to tell how the 

Bad River decision will 



affect things. 

A 19-year old Milwaukee 

man will be in court 

Thursday after being 

accused of assaulting a 

staff member at Lincoln Hills 

boy’s school in Irma.  Kevin 

Johnson is in the Lincoln 

County Jail in Merrill on a 

25-hundred dollar bond on 

a felony charge of battery 

by a prisoner.  Johnson 

waived a time limit to hold 

a preliminary hearing and 

Thursday’s hearing will 

determine how the case will 

proceed. 

UW-Stevens Point will offer a 

new bachelor’s degree 

program in nursing, training 

registered nurses for 

leadership roles.  Classes will 

be both in person and 

online.  Sue Raab of UWSP 

says the new program will 

help Wisconsin deal with 

the growing number of 

baby boomers who will 

need more care.   
 



  
Lincoln Co. youth in jail News 2/18/13  1201p,520p 1:30 

 Opponents of mining in 

northern Wisconsin have 

past history on their side.  

Two years ago the 

environmental protection 

agency agreed to allow 

the Bad River Band of 

Chippewa authority to 

impose water quality 

regulations.  That gave the 

band the power to order 

pollution limits on anything 

outside the reservation that 

could harm tribal waters.  

Supporters for a mine say 

this could be a substantial 

obstacle to the proposed 

project.  This is not a new 

development as the EPA 

granted similar approval to 

both the Lac du Flambeau 

and Mole Lake bands in the 

past.  But they’ve been 

discussed very little in the 

legislature’s debate over a 

proposed mining package, 

which would help Gogebic 

Taconinte get permits for a 

new iron ore mine in 



Ashland and Iron Counties.  

Both the EPA and DNR say 

it’s too early to tell how the 

Bad River decision will 

affect things. 

A 19-year old Milwaukee 

man will be in court 

Thursday after being 

accused of assaulting a 

staff member at Lincoln Hills 

boy’s school in Irma.  Kevin 

Johnson is in the Lincoln 

County Jail in Merrill on a 

25-hundred dollar bond on 

a felony charge of battery 

by a prisoner.  Johnson 

waived a time limit to hold 

a preliminary hearing and 

Thursday’s hearing will 

determine how the case will 

proceed. 

UW-Stevens Point will offer a 

new bachelor’s degree 

program in nursing, training 

registered nurses for 

leadership roles.  Classes will 

be both in person and 

online.  Sue Raab of UWSP 

says the new program will 



help Wisconsin deal with 

the growing number of 

baby boomers who will 

need more care.   
 

  
Primary election day in 
Wisconsin News 2/19/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

It’s primary election day in 

Wisconsin and while there 

are no hot state races on 

the ballot, there are many 

local races and several 

school referendums sure to 

raise the totals.  Typically 

voter turnout is quite low 

but school funding is a hot 

topic right now.  

Rhinelander is asking for 4-

million dollars per year for 

the next three years.  

Without it, the school board 

has already approved 

cutting over 3-million in 

electives, teaching 

positions, activities, 

programs and will close the 

remaining two charter 

schools.  The town of Three 

Lakes seeks just over 2.3-

million dollars per year 

through 2018 and insiders 

believe the district may be 



absorbed by either 

Rhinelander or Northland 

Pines and property taxes 

would go up regardless.  

Pines meanwhile is also 

asking voters for 2.7-million 

per year through 2016 to 

maintain its technology and 

other programs.  Polls are 

open until 8:00 tonight. 

Speaking of schools, there’s 

a report Governor Scott 

Walker may need legislative 

help to change a school 

funding law in order to give 

more money to private 

schools for low-income kids.  

The Milwaukee Journal 

Sentinel reports lawmakers 

may have to break a 

required link between the 

percentage in state aid 

that goes to private 

voucher schools and aid 

going to public schools.  

There’s a lot of teeth 

grinding going on in 

Madison with one side 

saying private school 



funding hasn’t kept pace 

with their public 

counterparts and that’s not 

fair while the other points to 

any increase in school funds 

would go to taxpayers 

anyway and not to 

classrooms. 

You’ve no doubt noticed 

the price of gas has been 

moving a lot lately and if 

you’re using premium or 

diesel fuel, it’s already over 

4-dollars a gallon.  Regular 

gas is catching up.  One 

station began charging 

$3.99 this  morning and the 

average statewide is up to 

$3.80, 56-cents above just a 

month ago.   
 

  
Election day in Wisconsin News 2/19/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 Voter turnout across 

NorthCentral Wisconsin is 

stronger than usual on this 

primary election Tuesday.  

That’s driven by several 

school referendums in key 

districts.  Rhinelander is 

seeking 4-million dollars per 

year for three years to deny 



deep cuts already 

approved by the school 

board.  They include closing 

two charter schools and 

trimming electives, 

activities, teaching positions 

and other programs.  The 

town of Three Lakes is 

looking for 2.3-million 

through 2018 and insiders 

believe if it’s not approved, 

the district may be 

absorbed by either 

Rhinelander or Northland 

Pines.  Pines is also looking 

for approval to levy 2.7-

million per year through 

2016 to maintain their 

technology and other 

programs.  Polls are open 

until 8 tonight. 

Governor Scott Walker says 

he’ll budget an additional 

25-million dollars to help 

emerging businesses get off 

the ground.  He’ll reportedly 

include a venture capital 

fund in the state budget 

proposal being presented 



tomorrow.  Venture capital 

legislation failed in the last 

session because it would 

have had certified capital 

companies handle the 

funding.  This time around 

the fund would include 

both state and private 

investments. 

The road to a state 

championship begins 

tonight for 482 Wisconsin 

boys high school basketball 

teams.  Over 300 of them 

begin tonight in the first 

round of WIAA regionals.  

Both first seeded 

Rhinelander and number 

two Lakeland have first 

round byes with the Hodags 

taking on the winner of the 

Merrill/Mosinee game on 

Friday while the T-Birds host 

Medford Friday night.  

Antigo’s at home against 

New London, Tomahawk 

travels to Omro and 

Northland Pines heads 

down to Clintonville.  The 



state tournament is March 

7th thru 9th in Madison. 
 

  
Car stolen in Lac Du 
Flambeau News 2/20/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 Medical yesterday has 

been found.  The Woodruff 

police The future of 

education in the North 

brought voters to the polls 

in yesterday’s primary and 

the word this morning is, 

“yes”.  School districts in 

Rhinelander, Eagle River 

and Three Lakes all 

approved referendums for 

property tax increases for 

everything from technology 

to keeping buildings open.  

Nearly two months ago the 

Rhinelander school board 

voted to make deep cuts in 

programs, staff and charter 

education if a referendum 

didn’t pass.  By over 1200 

votes the district approved 

exceeding the revenue 

limits by 4-million dollars per 

year for three years to fend 

off budget shortfalls and 

ever declining state aid.  

For Northland Pines, over 



2.7-million was approved 

through 2016 for programs 

and maintenance while 

Three Lakes okayed 2.3-

million through 2018.   

Wisconsin Supreme Court 

Justice Pat Roggensack 

and Marquette law 

professor Ed Fallone easily 

won the only statewide 

primary yesterday. 

A car stolen from the 

outpatient pickup area of 

Howard Young department 

reports the vehicle was 

discovered on a 

snowmobile trail in Lac du 

Flambeau.  The theft 

occurred about 10:30 

yesterday morning when 

the owner, Michael Wrich, 

took his mother for a 

doctor’s appointment.  The 

car was left running and 

unattended for about five 

minutes before it was 

stolen. 

An Adams County Sheriff’s 

deputy was shot while 



responding to a report of 

suspicious activity at a 

home in Big Flats.  Another 

man inside the home was 

also reported shot and both 

were flown to a trauma 

facility for treatment. 

The Samoset Boy Scout 

Council is number one in 

nation.  The national 

council of the Boy Scouts of 

America named the 

Weston-based  on top of 

the 287 councils in the 

country.  Three years ago in 

an effort to drive 

continuous quality 

improvement of the 

scouting program, the 

national council initiated, 

“Journey to Excellence” 

which looks at 17 criteria.  

One of the largest and 

oldest established facilities 

in the council is Camp 

Tesomas in Rhinelander. 

 

  
Voting in Northwoods News 2/20/13 1201p,520p 1:30  Northwood’s voters were 



generous in granting 

exemptions to state-

imposed revenue caps for 

schools in yesterday’s 

primary.  59-percent of 

Rhinelander voters said yes 

to paying an extra four-

million-dollars in school 

taxes over the next three 

school years. In the Eagle 

River area, voters said yes 

by a 3-to-2 margin for an 

additional two-point-seven 

million dollars to maintain 

programs in the Northland 

Pines district for the next 

three years – plus 240-

thousand to improve walls 

in the grade school. Smaller 

cap exemptions were 

approved in Three Lakes as 

well. 

The operator of a Medford 

convenience store is free 

on a 10-thousand-dollar 

bond, while awaiting 

charges connected with a 

fire that destroyed the 

business. David Johnson of 



Medford, who turns 35 

today, had a bond hearing 

yesterday in Taylor County 

Circuit Court. He was 

arrested on Monday on a 

possible arson charge. The 

fire destroyed the Main 

Street Convenience Store in 

downtown Medford last 

Friday morning. Police Chief 

Ken Coyer says he knows 

what caused the blaze, but 

he’s not saying more about 

while local officials and the 

state Justice Department 

continue to investigate. 

The Samoset Boy Scout 

Council is number one in 

nation.  The national 

council of the Boy Scouts of 

America named the 

Weston-based on top of the 

287 councils in the country.  

Three years ago in an effort 

to drive continuous quality 

improvement of the 

scouting program, the 

national council initiated, 

“Journey to Excellence” 



which looks at 17 criteria.  

One of the largest and 

oldest established facilities 

in the council is Camp 

Tesomas in Rhinelander. 

 

  
Gov. Walker unveils parts of 
his budget News 2/21/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

     Governor Scott Walker 

unveiled the meaty parts of 

his budget to the legislature 

last night and the division in 

the ranks were clearly 

visible by who was 

applauding and who 

wasn’t.  Spurring job 

creation, cutting taxes and 

education were the key 

topics and it’s the latter 

drawing the most fire.  

Democrats say the 

Republican Walker is going 

to privatize education and 

the budget freezes 

spending for public 

education that will severely 

harm those schools still 

reeling from deep cuts the 

past two years.  Some 

pointed to the three 

referendums that passed in 



the North to overcome 

budget shortfalls.  Assembly 

minority leader Peter Barca 

says democrats hope to 

improve the budget’s 

education proposals to 

help schools that are in his 

words, struggling mightly. 

The legislature’s finance 

committee votes Monday 

on new mining regulations 

making it easier to open a 

proposed iron ore mine in 

northern Wisconsin.  The 

committee is expected to 

endorse a GOP plan that 

sets deadlines for the 

approval of state mining 

permits and relaxes certain 

environmental rules.  

Republicans want to help 

Gogebic Taconite create 

hundreds of jobs by 

developing what would be 

the largest mine in state 

history in parts of Ashland 

and Iron Counties.  

Democrats and 

environmentalists are 



concerned about pollution 

and the ending of public 

challenges to DNR mining 

decisions. 

The case of a missing 

woman in West Allis led to a 

shooting that left one man 

dead and a deputy sheriff 

wounded in rural Adams 

County.  Fifty five year old 

Thomas Costigan died 

yesterday after wounding 

deputy Todd Johnson.  

Costigan was wanted in 

connection with the 

disappearance of his wife, 

who has since been found 

unharmed.  Deputies, 

responding to a call about 

suspicious activity at a 

home in Big Flats ended up 

being shot at before 

Costigan apparently took 

his own life.  Deputy 

Johnson is expected to 

recover from his wounds.   

 

  
State Hwy reconstruction News  2/21/13  1201p,520p 1:30 

The state’s Highway 51 

reconstruction project from 



project Hazelhurst to Woodruff has 

drawn a lot of criticism over 

the last few months and the 

public will have another 

chance to get information 

at an informational meeting 

tomorrow at the Woodruff 

Town Hall.  At issue are the 

DOT’s plans to make drastic 

changes that may lead to 

many businesses losing 

highway access.  Local and 

state lawmakers are 

scheduled to attend as are 

Transportation Secretary 

Mark Gottlieb and 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

Director Reed Hall.  The 

meeting begins at 1:00. 

Late last year Rhinelander 

School Superintendent Dr. 

Roger Erdahl announced 

his retirement and the 

school board immediately 

started the search for a 

replacement.  The list is now 

down to three, including 

Rhinelander’s Director of 



Curriculum and Instruction, 

Kelli Jacobi, Jean 

Broadwater, the current 

superintendent of the 

Houston, Minnesota school 

district and DC Everest 

principal Tom Johannsen.  

Final interviews are set for 

next Wednesday.  Erdahl 

steps down at the end of 

this school year.   

The town of Lake 

Tomahawk is now linked to 

the Minocqua Area 

Chamber of Commerce.  

Late last year the town 

board approved the 

measure and joins Arbor 

Vitae, Minocqua and 

Woodruff as the group 

served by the Chamber.  

Lake Tomahawk  shares the 

logging, fishing and tourism 

lore with the other 

communities and brings 

along the popular 

snowshoe baseball, with 

popular games played 

downtown since 1961.  



Room taxes will now be 

collected with the funds 

shared for marketing and 

promotion. 
 

  
Fate of paper mills in 
Rhinelander and Mosinee News  2/22/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 The fate of paper mills in 

Rhinelander and Mosinee are still 
uncertain but workers breathed a 
sigh of relief yesterday.  Wausau 

Paper will close its mill in Brainerd, 
Minnesota this summer, putting 
about 130 people out of work.  The 

company cited a number of reasons 
for the closing, including a fast exit 
from a declining business for 

printed papers, offshore 
competition and a sagging 
economy.  Wausau Paper has been 

getting pressure from its largest 
stockholder, the Starboard Value 
hedge fund, to move out of 

Wisconsin and focus on paper 
towels, which are not made here.  
The other two mills are still for 

sale. 
Schools in Medford are open today 
but there’s an increased law 

enforcement presence in all 
buildings after a threat was made 
against students and staff.  The 

Taylor County Sheriff’s Department 
said a specific threat was 
discovered in a girl’s bathroom.  

Coats and backpacks will be 
searched and parents have a choice 
whether or not to send their 

children to school.  Officials said 
absences will not, in their words, 



“negatively affect your child”.   
Deer hunters and other interested 

parties will get their say in how the 
state’s deer herd should be 
managed in a series of public 

hearings coming up.  The DNR will 
conduct seven meetings at UW 
Stevens Point and ask residents for 

suggestions to adopt some 62 
proposals made by “deer czar” 
James Kroll and his staff.  The first 

session is scheduled for Saturday, 
March 9th and will run through July 
20th.  Any ideas will then be 

considered in the DNR’s rule 
making process.  Governor Walker 
has included funding in his state 

budget to carry out Kroll’s 
recommendations. 
 

  
Gogebic taconite not paying 
fees News 2/22/13  1201p,520p 1:30 

 Democrats are livid after learning 

Gogebic Taconite would get out of 
paying 171-million dollars a year in 

fees for environmental protection 
programs under the G-O-P’s mining 
incentive bill. Under current law, 

mining companies pay just over 
seven-dollars for each ton of waste 
rock they produce – and the 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau says the 
G-O-P package would CUT that fee 
to less than three-cents a ton. The 

revenue is used for local recycling 
programs, cleaning up industrial 
land, and bonding for other 

environmental clean-ups. Senate 
Republican Tom Tiffany of 
Hazelhurst says Gogebic Taconite 

would use the waste rock to fill the 
pit after it closes its proposed iron 



ore mine in Ashland and Iron 
counties. Therefore, Tiffany says 

the mining recycling fee doesn’t 
make sense. But Assembly 
Democrat Fred Clark of Baraboo 

calls the proposed fee reduction “a 
free ride for a mining company.” 
He’s co-sponsoring a measure to 

replace the recycling fee with a 
tonnage tax on whatever minerals 
are extracted. 

Thousands of Wisconsin school 
students are getting a three-day 
weekend, thanks to the massive 

Midwest winter storm. Most 
closings are in the Green Bay and 
Fox Valley regions. Green Bay 

schools are shut down – along with 
those in Appleton, Oshkosh, Fond 
du Lac, and Manitowoc plus many 

smaller districts. Only a handful of 
schools are closed throughout the 

rest of Wisconsin 
Boys basketball moves into the 
second round tonight with the 

number one and two seeds at 
home.  Rhinelander takes on Merrill 
and it’s Lakeland against Medford.  

Both the Hodags and T-Birds had 
first round byes.  Winners play 
again tomorrow night. 
 

  
School jobs at risk News 2/25/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 The White House says 240 

Wisconsin public school jobs 

would be at risk, if Congress 

does not prevent the 

federal government’s 

automatic spending cuts 



from taking effect Friday. 

The Obama administration 

provided a general idea of 

how each state would be 

affected by the 

“sequestration” cuts. 

Republicans called them 

“scare tactics,” and 

accused the White House 

of exaggerating their 

impact on everyday 

Americans. The report said 

Wisconsin schools would 

lose over 18-million dollars in 

federal aid for schools and 

special education. Obama 

says the Badger State 

would also lose four-million 

in environmental control 

funds, 12-million for the 

state’s civilian military 

employees, one-and-a-half 

million dollars for fish-and-

wildlife protection, one-

point-four million in federal 

substance abuse grants, 

and more. Wisconsin’s Scott 

Walker said he did not 

expect a big impact of the 



federal cuts on Wisconsin. 

Wisconsin averages around 

19 snowmobile fatalities a 

year and the number is 

already 15, something the 

DNR says can be 

controlled.  Speed and 

alcohol are leading factors 

in crashes and poor 

decisions and we’re 

entering the time of year 

where trail conditions, 

especially on the water can 

deteriorate rapidly.  

Snowmobile clubs and the 

DNR warn riders to exercise 

common sense, stay on the 

marked trails and lay off the 

throttle and travel safe. 

Discussion of gun laws is a 

hot topic in many state 

Capitols this spring -- but not 

in Wisconsin.     Republicans 

who control the state 

Assembly says it's highly 

unlikely they'll pass any 

legislation that would 

reduce access to guns.   

They're more focused on 



studying gaps in the state's 

mental health system that 

might be a factor in gun 

violence.   Democrats are 

drafting bills that would 

tighten background checks 

and restrict magazines and 

assault weapons, among 

other things. But they 

concede there's little hope 

of passage without support 

from the Republican 

majority. 
 

  
Alchohol involved in 
snowmobile crashes News 2?25/13 1230p,520p 1:30 

Once again this winter, alcohol is 
the major reason people are dying 
in Wisconsin snowmobile crashes. 

There have been 15 deaths this 
season and the D-N-R’s Gary Eddy 
says at least 11 have involved 

alcohol. A year ago, there were 
only 10 total snowmobile deaths 
due to a much milder winter – but 

six-of-those-10 still involved 
alcohol. Eddy says there’s a lot of 
winter left, and people can easily 

reduce the three top factors in 
those deaths – alcohol, speed, and 
night-time riding. 

Wisconsin lawmakers are planning 
to take three key votes in the next 
10 days on a bill making it easier 

for Gogebic Taconite to open an 
iron ore mine in the north. The 
Joint Finance Committee is 



scheduled to vote today on a 
Republican incentive package. The 

full Senate expects to vote 
Wednesday. And Assembly leaders 
are planning final legislative 

approval for a week from 
Wednesday. So far, it appears 
majority Republicans have enough 

votes to approve their bill with no 
help from Democrats. A year ago, 
the G-O-P kept sweeping aside 

Democratic amendments until 
Senate Republican Dale Schultz 
jumped ship, and derailed the 

Senate’s approval at the last 
minute.  Assembly leaders did 
concede on a few environmental 

protections which the Democrats 
said were not enough. 
The Rhinelander boys basketball 

team sewed up a conference 
championship and now regional 

honors with a 10 point win over 
Medford Saturday night.  The 
Raiders made the final by knocking 

off Lakeland in a 48-46 thriller 
Friday.  The Hodags play the 
winner of tonight’s 

Antigo/Hortonville game. 
 

  
Fire in rural Phelps News 2/26/13 601a,701a,801a  1:30 

 On a 12-4 party line vote, 

the Joint Finance 

Committee sent a bill 

paving the way for a new 

iron ore mine in the North to 

the senate for a vote 

tomorrow.  And republicans 



went out of their way to 

show their package would 

not hurt the environment, as 

claimed by democrats and 

others against the Gogebic 

Taconite project in Ashland 

and Iron Counties.  Senate 

GOP Finance Chair Alberta 

Darling said a mine would 

still have to meet 

exhaustive state and 

federal regulations before 

getting a permit. 

A fire in rural Phelps 

yesterday afternoon 

destroyed the offices and 

shop of BW Spectre 

Incorporated.  Vilas County 

9-1-1 got the call about 1:20 

that the business on Mariner 

Circle in the township was 

on fire and when first 

responders arrived the 

structure was engulfed in 

flames.  Departments from 

Phelps, Conover and Eagle 

River all assisted and the 

cause has yet to be 

determined. 



Just yesterday we told you 

about the climbing 

numbers of snowmobile 

deaths in Wisconsin.  That 

increased again yesterday 

afternoon in Bayfield 

County  as 26 year old 

Justin Mulder of Munster 

Indiana became the 16th 

fatality after losing control 

of his machine, left a road 

and crashed in a wooded 

area.  The DNR said alcohol 

and speed were likely 

factors. 

And in sports, Hortonville 

nipped Antigo 51-49 to 

face Rhinelander in a 

Division 2 boys basketball 

Sectional semi-final on 

Thursday.  The girls open 

regional play tonight with 

#7 seed Lakeland taking on 

the tenth-ranked Hodags in 

Minocqua. 
 



  
Wisconsin filing income 
taxes online News 2/26/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 A group opposing 

Wisconsin’s mining incentive 

bill says growing numbers of 

state residents are against 

it, too. The Wisconsin 

League of Conservation 

Voters commissioned a 

survey earlier this month 

finding 62-percent of the 

over-900 residents surveyed 

are against the Republican 

package in its current form. 

Twenty-nine percent are in 

favor. The bill is designed to 

make it easier for Gogebic 

Taconite to get approval to 

build a new iron ore mine in 

Ashland and Iron counties. 

Supporters say the region 

badly needs the jobs the 

mine would create – while 

opponents are concerned 

mainly about possible water 

contamination and other 

pollution. Republicans said 

they addressed a host of 

environmental concerns 

with 11 changes after the 

package was introduced.  



Survey respondents were 

also concerned that 

Gogebic Taconite helped 

draft the bill before it was 

made public. The 

Legislature’s Joint Finance 

Committee endorsed the 

mining package yesterday. 

It’s up for a vote in the 

Senate tomorrow. 

Growing numbers of 

Wisconsinites are filing their 

state tax returns online  – 

only to see that identity 

thieves beat them to it. 

State consumer protection 

officials are getting more 

complaints somebody filed 

a tax return in their name – 

apparently to get the  

refund. The agency has not 

said how many people 

have been victimized, but 

say people should report 

any evidence of fraudulent 

tax filings immediately. 

You’ve probably heard 

duct tape can be used for 

almost anything – and in 



Wausau, youngsters will 

learn how to use it to make 

things to make common 

household items. The 

Marathon County Public 

Library conducts an event 

tonight, where third-

through-sixth graders will 

learn how to make things 

like wallets, flowers, and 

cell-phone cases using just 

duct-tape, the universal 

solution to almost any 

construction problem. 
 



 School bus crash 
 News 2/27/13 601,701a,801a 1:30 

 The State Patrol is working 

to determine the cause of a 

school bus crash that sent 

16 people to the hospital.  

About 4:00 yesterday 

afternoon the bus, 

transporting 15 students hit 

a pickup pulling out of a 

driveway on Lake Nokomis 

Road north of Tomahawk.  

The 64 year old driver and 

15 others were taken to 

Ministry Sacred Heart 

Hospital in Tomahawk, who 

had to call in nearly 30 

additional staffers to assist 

with the care.  One person 

was airlifted to St. Joseph’s 

Hospital in Marshfield and 

another remains in 

Tomahawk in fair condition.  

Twelve were treated and 

released.  Conditions and 

names of those involved 

have not been released.  

Investigators indicated the 

skid marks from the bus 

show the driver tried to 

avoid the collision.   



Meanwhile Lincoln county 

authorities reported another 

accident around 3:30 in the 

town of Scott.  The two 

vehicle crash occurred on 

Scott Road, just north of Joe 

Snow Road.  The drivers of 

both vehicles along with 

three passengers were 

taken to Good Samaritan 

Hospital with minor injuries. 

The school district of Antigo 

in no stranger to 

referendums but unlike their 

neighboring districts of late, 

haven’t gone to voters 

seeking more money.  

Instead the school board 

last night  unanimously 

approved cutting four 

teaching positions in an 

effort to trim more than a 

million dollars from the 2013-

14 budget.  The measure 

includes a 5th grade 

position at East Elementary, 

a 4th grade position at a 

city school, one position at 



Mattoon Elementary and a 

second grade job at North 

Elementary.  

Superintendent Steve 

Smolek indicated other 

measures are still to be 

taken. 

 

In sports, girls basketball 

opened regional play with 

a last second thriller at the 

Minocqua fieldhouse last 

night as the Rhinelander 

Hodags ended the lady T-

Birds season.  Sydnei Smith 

hit two free throws with 2.2 

seconds left as Rhinelander 

erased a 10-point fourth 

quarter deficit to drop 

Lakeland 39-38.  The tenth-

seeded Hodags travel to 

Medford Friday for the 

regional semi-final.  The 

Rhinelander boys take on 

Hortonville tomorrow night 

in sectional semifinals. 
 

  
Antigo football coach 
sentencing delayed News 2/27/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 A school bus passenger and a pick-

up truck driver were hospitalized 
after their vehicles collided north of 



Tomahawk yesterday afternoon. 
The State Patrol reports the 64-

year-old truck driver was pulling 
out of a driveway onto Lake 
Nokomis Road, when it collided 

with the approaching bus. It 
happened just after four yesterday. 
The truck driver was flown to St. 

Joseph’s Hospital in Marshfield and 
his condition was not known. 
Reportedly  there were 15 students 

on the bus. One child mentioned a 
sore neck, so all the youngsters 
were checked over at Ministry 

Sacred Heart hospital in Tomahawk 
for observation before being 
released to their parents – and one 

of those youngsters was admitted 
and is in fair condition. 
Former Antigo football coach and 

elementary principal John Lund is 
having his sentencing delayed for 

dealing drugs. The 48-year-old 
Lund was supposed to be 
sentenced next Wednesday but at a 

court hearing yesterday, a 
prosecutor cited medical reasons 
for delaying the matter to April 

fifth. Lund struck a plea deal just 
before he was supposed to go on 
trial a month-and-a-half ago. He 

was accused of helping sell pot to 
teachers in Antigo and Merrill and 
allegedly part of a school drug ring.  

In all 15 people were charged in 
the case.  
Wisconsinites are either gambling 

less – or they’re having better luck. 
An Indian gaming analyst says the 
state’s 11 tribes collected about 



five-percent less in casino revenues 
in the four years ending in 2011. 

The state’s total decline was just 
nine-tenths of one-percent from the 
previous year – while nationally, 

Indian casinos took in three-
percent more. Analyst Alan Meister 
says 21 of the 28 states that have 

Indian gaming increased their 
revenues in 2011 – and Wisconsin 
was not among them. However, 

total casino profits are still on the 
rise. 
 

  
Iron Ore mine debate News 2/28/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 A proposed iron ore mine in far 

northern Wisconsin has cleared its 
most difficult political hurdle. 
Wisconsin senators voted 17-to-16 

last night in favor of sweeping 
changes in the state’s mining 
regulations. They’ll go to the state 

Assembly next week, where a 20-
vote Republican majority will 

appear to give easy approval. And 
soon after, G-O-P Governor Scott 
Walker is expected to sign what 

Senate Republican Tom Tiffany of 
Hazelhurst called “the first step in 
the rebirth of the mining industry.” 

Democrats warned that such a 
renaissance would be years away, 
as mining opponents drag the issue 

through the courts. Bob Jauch of 
Poplar called the bill a corporate 
giveaway. Dale Schultz of Richland 

Center – the only Republican to join 
Democrats in voting no – said it 
would lead to environmental 

damage and a boom-to-bust 
economy in the north. Indians who 



fear damage to their water quality 
chanted and drummed in the 

Capitol Rotunda during the day. 
One protestor told senators after 
the vote, “Thank you for signing 

our death warrant.” The package is 
designed to help Gogebic Taconite 
create hundreds of jobs with the 

largest mine in state history, to be 
located in Ashland and Iron 
counties. 

The Rhinelander School District is 
alerting parents to a potentially 
lethal fad occurring, and it’s known 

as “huffing”.  In this case it’s 
concentrating body sprays such as 
AXE and inhaling it, which can be 

fatal.  School officials are sharing 
information from the Wisconsin 
Poison Center with parents on the 

practice and encourage students 
who may have done it to seek 

medical attention and counseling.  
More information is available by 
contacting the district nurse, Kerri 

Schmidt.   
The Powerball jackpot is above 
100-million dollars for the second 

time this year. It’s at 103-million 
for Saturday, after nobody won the 
top prize in last night’s game. 
 

 
Mining legislation News 2/28/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

The state senate, on a one 

vote margin approved new 

mining legislation that Tom 

Tiffany says will protect the 

environment and create 

much needed jobs.  The 



Hazelhurst republican is the 

main sponsor of the GOP 

package that’s now in the 

hands of the Assembly.  

Democratic senator Bob 

Jauch, who represents the 

area the mine would be 

built in Ashland and Iron 

counties says it’s a 

sweetheart deal for Florida-

based Gogebic Taconite.  

He said it’s not the 

legislature’s job to be santa 

claus to the mining 

company and scrooge to 

the taxpayers.   

In a related story, a new 

report indicates one of the 

most vocal opponents of 

the mine has some pollution 

problems of it owns.  The 

EPA says the Bad River 

Band of Chippewa near 

Ashland has had dozens of 

water quality violations at its 

sewage treatment plant, 

affecting water 

downstream from the 

reservation.  The new York 



times recently reported the 

plant had the most EPA 

water pollution violations 

from 2004-2008 and 

continues to operate 

without a permit.  Tribal 

Chairman Mike Wiggins said 

it’s a problem they’re 

working on to fix. 

The Rhinelander boys 

basketball team is still alive 

in post season play as they 

travel to Wausau west 

tonight for a sectional semi 

final game with Hortonville.   
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Wausau Woman’s death News 3/1/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

Police in Saint Paul now 

presume that a former 

Wausau area woman is 

dead, after she vanished a 

week ago and was never 

found…Yesterday, the 



husband of 30-year old Kira 

Steger Trevino was charged 

in Ramsey County District 

Court with two counts of 

first-degree murder. 39-

year-old Jeffrey Trevino of 

Saint Paul had his bond 

doubled to a million dollars. 

Authorities pointed to a 

large amount of blood in 

the couple’s home that was 

cleaned up – evidence of a 

violent struggle in their 

master bedroom – an odd 

place where Kira’s car was 

discovered – and the fact 

that she never disappeared 

before. Prosecutors said Kira 

Trevino had talked about 

marital problems.  A prayer 

vigil will be held tonite at 

Bethany Baptist Church in 

Weston, just east of 

Wausau. 

Details won’t be available 

until later today but the 

Oneida county sheriff’s 

office reports a moose was 

struck and killed on Hwy 45 



in Monico last night.  The 

accident occurred just 

south of County “C” just 

after 7:00.  The identity of 

the driver, who was not 

injured, hasn’t been 

released. 

Wisconsin Public Service is 

warning homeowners of 

potential dangers that can 

occur this time of year 

when snow builds up 

around outside vents.  WPS 

says, customers with high-

efficiency furnaces and 

water heaters that vent 

through the wall can 

become blocked, causing 

the heating system to 

malfunction by shutting off 

or, in extreme cases, lead 

to an accumulation of 

carbon monoxide in the 

home, which can be fatal. 

 

In sports, the Rhinelander 

boys basketball season 

stopped at Wausau West 



last night as turnovers 

proved the key to a 50-43 

loss to Hortonville.  The 

Hodags end the season 20-

3.  Hortonville now faces 

top seed Onalaska in the 

Sectional final tomorrow 

night in Marshfield.  The 

hodag girls meanwhile play 

their regional semifinal 

game against Medford 

tonight on the Raiders 

home court.   
 

  
Landmark Mincoqua 
business closed News 3/1/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 A secret investigation into 

Republican Wisconsin Gov. 

Scott Walker's former aides 

and associates closes 

without any charges being 

filed against Walker.  

Milwaukee County District 

Attorney John Chisholm 

announced this morning 

the so-called John Doe 

investigation ended last 

week. Six people were 

charged with crimes 

stemming from the 

investigation that looked 

into activity in the 



Milwaukee County 

executive's office when 

Walker held that position.  

Four former Walker aides as 

well as a campaign donor 

have been convicted on 

charges ranging from theft 

to misconduct in office.  

Walker has long maintained 

he did nothing wrong and 

predicted months ago the 

investigation was nearing 

an end.  A statement from 

Walker says he appreciates 

the investigative effort and 

that "appropriate matters" 

were brought to justice. 

A landmark Minocqua 

business is closed again.  

Matt Morgans, formerly 

Bosacki’s Boat House 

downtown is in bankruptcy 

proceedings and creditors 

changed the locks on the 

doors, effectively shutting 

the financially strapped 

restaurant and bar down.  

The property is owned by 

Northwoods Equity 



Investments of Marshfield 

and was purchased on a 

land contract by Matt 

Cullen, Sr and his wife 

Kathleen.  They filed for 

bankruptcy last May.  

Northwoods Equity hopes to 

reopen the popular stop in 

the near future. 

A state lawmaker says 

people should no longer 

have to register every two 

years to stay on Wisconsin’s 

popular do-not-call list for 

telemarketers. Assembly 

Republican Andre Jacque 

of De Pere says he’s 

working on a bill to make 

registrations on the no-call 

list permanent. He says 

registrations on the federal 

no-call list are permanent – 

and the same is true in a 

dozen states. Wisconsin 

officials require people to 

re-register every two years 

to make sure the lists that 

telemarketers get are up-



to-date.  

 

Weekend fire destroys 
building in Hazlehurst News 3/4/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 A weekend fire destroyed 

a large metal storage 

building in Hazelhurst.  

Firefighters arrived at 

Stodola Construction on 

Hwy 51, shortly after 7:00 

Saturday night, finding the 

building  consumed by 

flames.  Departments from 

Hazelhurst, Minocqua, 

Cassian and Lake 

Tomahawk all responded.  

The building, behind the 

offices of the company was 

destroyed.  There’s no word 

as to the contents or the 

cause of the fire. 

The next round of Wisconsin 

hunting, fishing and 

trapping licenses go on sale 

Wednesday.  The current 

license year ends on the 

last day of the month.  

Department of Natural 

Resources officials are 

urging people to purchase 



a conservation patron 

license, which gives the 

holder all the basic fishing 

and hunting privileges as 

well as state park and trail 

access. The licenses cost 

$165 for Wisconsin adults 

and $75 for children. Junior 

patron licenses don't 

include park and trail 

access, however.  People 

can purchase licenses 

through the DNR website, 

agency service centers and 

DNR service centers.  

License are valid through 

March 31st of 2014. 

 

Mother Nature has her 

sights set on the upper 

Midwest again with a 

developing storm system.  

Various advisories and 

watches are already in 

effect for Wisconsin, many 

of them to the south and 

west.  Early indications show 

a 3-inch average with as 



much as 10” falling along 

the Minnesota border.  

Northern parts of the state 

will see around an inch. 

 

The Powerball jackpot is up 

to 123-million-dollars for 

Wednesday night. Nobody 

won the top prize on 

Saturday – and nobody 

from Wisconsin won the 

second-or-third prizes. 

Sixteen tickets in the Badger 

State won 200-dollars each 

by having the Power Play 

and matching either four 

regular numbers of three-

plus-the-Powerball. Almost 

12-thousand-400 Wisconsin 

players won something. 

Wednesday’s cash option is 

78-million dollars. The Mega 

Millions’  
 

  
Snowmobile death’s highest 
in three years News  3/4/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 Wisconsin snowmobile deaths are 

at their highest in three years. Two 
more riders died over the weekend, 
bringing the total to 18 for this 

snowy winter. Only 10 



snowmobilers died during last 
season’s mild winter. And 17 riders 

were killed two years ago. That 
makes this winter the deadliest 
since 2010, when 21 people lost 

their lives in snowmobile crashes. 
The latest victim died Saturday on 
a public trail near Mercer. The  D-

N-R reports one machine crested a 
hill, and landed on top of an 
oncoming snowmobile. The other 

fatal mishap was in Rock County in 
far southern Wisconsin where the 
driver hit a patch of open water on 

Lake Koshkonong 
House Budget Chairman Paul Ryan 
of Janesville says you shouldn’t feel 

any pain from the 85-billion dollars 
in automatic federal spending cuts 
that took effect on Friday. The 

Republican Ryan says Congress will 
give President Obama the authority 

this week to direct the cuts to 
quote, “low priority spending, and 
the more wasteful programs.” Ryan 

said yesterday Congress will 
eliminate the across-the-board 
budget-cutting. He says the 

president will have, in his words, 
“the flexibility to make sure that 
the cuts go after wasteful 

spending” instead of higher-priority 
items. 
Ice fishermen are reminded about 

the timetable for removing 
permanent ice shacks from the 
water.  If you’re south of Hwy 64, 

you’re already late because the 
deadline was Saturday.  Shacks 
north of 64 must be removed by 



March 17th.   
 
 

  
State Democratic party will 
no longer use as a speaker News 3/5/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

The state Democratic Party will no 
longer use Graeme Zielinski as its 
chief spokesman, after he 

compared Governor Scott Walker to 
serial killer Jeffrey Dahmer. The 
comments were made on Twitter 

last Friday, after prosecutors said 
they ended a John Doe 
investigation into Walker’s former 

Milwaukee County aides. Walker 
himself was not charged – and 
some Democrats criticized that 

outcome, with one Democratic 
leader even asking Walker to 
apologize that the investigation had 

to take place. Zielinski later 
apologized on Twitter both to 
Walker and to Dahmer’s murder 

victims. Zielinski lost a week’s pay 
of just over a-thousand dollars. 

He’ll stay with the Democrats as a 
media adviser, but he won’t be able 
to speak for the party. 

The state Assembly plans to take 
up the controversial mining bill 
Thursday.  Assembly speaker Robin 

Vos, a Burlington republican said 
GOP leaders expect to begin debate 
that morning and spend most of 

the day on the bill.  Republicans 
control the chamber, making 
passage all but certain.  Approval 

moves the measure to the 
Governor’s desk for his signature.  
The Senate narrowly passed the bill 

last week.  It’s designed to clear 
the regulatory path for Gogebic 



Taconite to open a mine in Ashland 
and Iron Counties. 

It now looks like this next winter 
storm is going to fizzle out before 
stretching across the state.  

Western Wisconsin is still in line for 
up to 11-inches of the white stuff 
but now the east may only get a 

couple inches.  Northern Wisconsin 
will pick up varying amounts but 
nothing significant. 
 

  
Area school athletes 
represented in all conference 
teams News 3/5/13  1201p,520p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Department of 

Revenue is encouraging college 

students who worked in the state 

last year to file their taxes 

electronically before spring 

break. The department says by 

using e-file students can receive 

tax refunds in just days. The 

department encourages 

everyone to use e-file, but it's 

using the upcoming spring break 

holiday to make a concerted 

pitch to college students. Most 

people already file 

electronically. The department 

says about 80 percent of the 

roughly 3 million tax returns 

submitted will come 

electronically. 

There’s a buzz in technology 

circles at the prospect of T-

Mobile getting rid of its 

requirement for two year phone 

contracts.  While nothing official 



has come from the company, 

insiders say it’s just a question of 

time.  Phone companies have 

been watching consumer 

demands and the contracts are 

on the top of the list.  Right now 

most major companies require a 

two year commitment.  By 

signing, consumers receive a 

sizable discount on equipment 

but still don’t like being tied 

down for two years. 

Area high school athletes well 

represented in the All 

Conference Teams released last 

night in the Great Northern 

Conference.  Shane White of 

Rhinelander was a unanimous 

selection to the first team in boys 

basketball and player of the 

year.  Derek Lemmens of the 

Hodags was tapped as coach 

of the year.  Mac Oreskovic of 

Antigo, Tom Bruckner of 

Lakeland and Jared Jarvensivu 

of Tomahawk were also first 

teamers.  On the girls side, the T-

Bird’s Jamie Lee was a 

unanimous first team choice as 

was Jessie Harmon of 

Tomahawk.  Larry Bergum of 

Northland Pines was chosen 

coach of the year.  And it was 

an outstanding season for 



Rhinelander’s Ellie Spiegelhoff in 

gymnastics, capturing four first 

team events and gymnast of the 

year.  Lakeland dominated all 

conference selections in boy’s 

swimming with Paul Mueller 

tapped as coach of the 

year…the same honor went to 

the Hodag’s Paul Ellenbecker in 

Wrestling. 
 

  
Worker in Tomahawk burned  News 3/6/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 Officials at Packaging 

Corporation of America in 

Tomahawk are working to 

determine what caused a 

worker to be severely 

burned yesterday. 53 year 

old Mike Slesicki was flown 

to a burn unit in Madison 

after being burned while 

working to reignite a coal-

fired burner that had been 

shut down for 

maintenance.  Human 

Resources manager Dave 

Blank told the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s 

Department it was not an 

explosion and they’ll still 

looking at how the 

accident happened.  The 



company makes 

containerboard and 

corrugated packaging.  

Over the last five years, five 

workers died in 

maintenance related 

accidents at the plant. 

 

The body believed to be 

the driver of a semi was 

recovered late yesterday 

from a river in Western 

Wisconsin, but a second 

possible victim is still missing.  

The State Patrol reports the 

truck was removed from the 

Red Cedar River near 

Menomonie and 

eastbound Interstate 94.  

The rig was traveling West 

on the snow covered 

highway yesterday morning 

when it slid off the road, 

down an embankment and 

into the river.  Authorities 

say the search for the 

passenger is based on 

information from the 



trucking company that two 

people were in the semi.  

The search resumes this 

morning. 

 

The Rhinelander Hodag is 

the top high school mascot 

in the state and now goes 

for a regional title.  USA 

Today is looking for the best 

mascot in the nation and 

while the Hodag may have 

beaten its closer competitor 

in Wisconsin by over 20-

thousand votes, it has a 

way to go to compete in 

the next level.  Rhinelander 

tallied over 80-votes on 

Facebook but in this next 

round, the leading 

competitor in Illinois was 

over 600-thousand and 

Indiana more than 200-

thousand.  You can vote on 

the School District of 

Rhinelander’s Facebook 

page.  The winner of the 

contest gets $5000 for their 



athletic programs from the 

paper. 
 

  
Death’s at Tomahawk 
packaging plant News 3/6/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 Federal officials are 

investigating an accident 

at a corrugated packaging 

plant near Tomahawk 

where five people were 

killed in a pair of other 

mishaps in the last five 

years. Lincoln County 

sheriff’s deputies said 53-

year old Mike Slesicki was 

severely burned yesterday 

at the Packaging 

Corporation of America. 

After he was treated 

locally, Slesicki was flown to 

U-W Hospital in Madison. 

There was no immediate 

word on his condition.  The 

U-S Occupational Safety-

and-Health Administration 

has launched an 

investigation into 

yesterday’s incident – and it 

could take up to six months 

to complete its probe. Two 

contractors from 

Ontonagon Michigan died 



from burns suffered at the P-

C-A Tomahawk plant last 

July. And three workers 

were killed in 2008 when 

sparks ignited a storage 

tank with flammable gas. 

A search continued this 

morning for a Minneapolis 

man presumed dead after 

the semi-truck he was in 

plunged into the Red 

Cedar River off Interstate-94 

near Menomonie. The driver 

of the rig was pulled from 

the river late yesterday 

morning. His co-driver, was 

still missing at last word. 

Both were in a semi owned 

by Dashman’s Transport of 

Lansing Michigan. The 

deaths were the only two 

reported in Wisconsin from 

yesterday’s snowstorm, 

which dumped up to nine 

inches. 

While Wisconsin looks to site 

a mine in Northern 

Wisconsin, it’s a time of 

transition on the Marquette 



Iron Range in the Upper 

Peninsula.  Production at 

the Empire Mine stops this 

month, laying off 346 

workers as plans to shut 

down the mine are 

underway. After operating 

50 years there’s reportedly 

little left of the ore reserves.  

Joseph Carrabba, 

chairman, president and 

CEO of Cliffs Natural 

Resources, owners of the 

mine said this is a painful 

decision and the facility if 

one of the great mines of 

the world. 
 

  
Iron Ore company facing 
fines News 3/7/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 The owner of a company 

planning to open an iron 

ore mine in northern 

Wisconsin could soon face 

prosecution in Illinois for 

alleged environmental 

violations there. The Illinois 

E-P-A told the Milwaukee 

Journal Sentinel it plans to 

ask the state’s attorney 

general to prosecute 

Macoupin Energy. Officials 



said the firm hasn’t done 

enough to comply with a 

voluntary plan to clean up 

groundwater pollution at its 

Shay coal mine in Carlinville 

Illinois. Macoupin is owned 

by Christopher Cline, the 

investor who owns Gogebic 

Taconite – which wants to 

build a one-and-a-half 

billion dollar iron ore mine in 

Ashland and Iron counties.  

The firm’s C-E-O said he was 

quote, “surprised and 

frankly angered” to receive 

an initial notice of the 

reported environmental 

problems last December. 

The report comes out just as 

the Wisconsin Assembly 

opens consideration today 

about amending 

environmental protections 

and speeding up the 

approval process for 

Gogebic’s project.   

 

Wisconsinites will soon get 

Amber Alerts on their cell-



phones. The Justice 

Department said today it 

will become part of a 

national effort to send 

Amber Alerts to wireless 

devices, in areas where 

children are reported 

missing or in trouble. The 

Amber Alerts have been 

posted for several years on 

highway signs and the 

broadcast media – and 

many have succeeded in 

tracking missing youngsters 

down. Starting in January, 

the National Center for 

Missing-and-Exploited 

Children has also been 

sending out alerts using the 

federal government’s 

Wireless Emergency Alert 

system. 

 

Nobody won the Powerball 

jackpot last night, so it goes 

up to 150-million dollars for 

Saturday. Wisconsin players 

did not have much luck. 

Two-hundred-dollars was 



the most anybody won. In 

Mega Millions, the top prize 

is 33-million dollars for 

tomorrow night. 
 

  
Antigo woman accused of 
theft has reached a plea deal News 3/7/13  1201p,520p 1:30 

 An Antigo woman accused 

of stealing nearly half a 

million dollars from the 

company where she 

worked has reached a plea 

deal.  Susan Tatro, 44, was 

indicted last May on 30 

counts of wire fraud in an 

embezzlement scheme 

between 2006 and 2011 at 

Waukesha Bearings Corp.'s 

Antigo plant.  Prosecutors 

say she wrote checks to 

herself off the company 

petty cash account.  Tatro 

has agreed to plead guilty 

to two counts of wire fraud 

and admit stealing $17,000.  

The maximum punishment 

for the convictions is 20 

years in prison and a 

$250,000 fine.   

Wausau Paper has agreed 

to add two new members 



to its board of directors.  It's 

the latest development 

between the mill and 

Starboard Value LLP, a 

Manhattan hedge fund, 

and majority owner, over 

the future direction of the 

century-old company.  

Starboard has pushed for 

restructuring Wausau Paper 

since it began to 

accumulate a stake in it in 

2011.  Starboard CEO Jeff 

Smith said the additions will 

bring a "fresh perspective" 

and serve the best interests 

of the company and its 

stockholders.  Wausau 

Papers recently closed its 

mill in Brokaw, cutting 

about 450 jobs, and is 

closing its Brainerd, Minn., 

factory, idling 130 workers.  

In January, Wausau Paper 

said mills in Brainerd, 

Mosinee and Rhinelander 

were for sale, as the 

company changes its 

product focus. 



A Tomahawk cardboard 

factory worker who suffered 

severe burns while trying to 

light a boiler remains in 

critical condition at 

University of Wisconsin 

Hospital in Madison.  Dave 

Blank, human resources 

manager at Packaging 

Corporation of America in 

Tomahawk, said 53 year old 

Mike Slesicki was burned 

Tuesday while trying to 

reignite a coal-fired boiler 

that had been shut down 

for maintenance.  He's at 

least the seventh worker at 

the plant seriously hurt in 

fire-related accidents in 

recent years. 

 

 Mining News 
 
 News 3/8/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 After nine-and-a-half hours 

of debate, the state 

Assembly voted 58-to-39 

last evening to make it 

easier for the largest mine in 

Wisconsin history to be built 

in the far north. All 

Democrats voted no, after 



they failed to get almost 20 

amendments passed 

dealing with concerns like 

pollution, health problems, 

the taxing of mining profits, 

and legal challenges. A 

small number of protestors 

jeered majority Republicans 

as they left the Assembly 

floor. The bill now goes to 

Governor Scott Walker. He 

thanked lawmakers, quote, 

“on behalf of the 

unemployed skill workers in 

our state who will benefit 

from the thousands of 

mining-related jobs over the 

next few years.” But the 

head of the Bad River tribe, 

which is downstream from 

the proposed Gogebic 

Taconite iron ore facility, 

said his people would have 

“nowhere to run” if 

contamination occurs. Mike 

Wiggins promised an all-out 

effort to stop the project – 

including a lawsuit. 

A 31-year old Rhinelander 



man is headed back to 

prison for violating his sex 

offender registration.  Albert 

Chagnon originally served 

time on a child 

pornography conviction in 

2002.  This time, according 

to Oneida County Assistant 

District Attorney Steve 

Michlig, Chagnon 

neglected to tell his 

supervising agent about 

activities that included 

contacting the same girl 

that got him in prison a 

second time two years ago.  

Now he’ll serve another two 

years with three years 

extended supervision.  

Judge Michael Bloom 

handed down the 

sentence yesterday 

afternoon. 

Maple syrup producers are 

hoping for a better season.  

Farmers and hobbyists 

across the state have 

begun tapping trees in 

anticipation of Mother 



Nature allowing the sap to 

flow.  For that you need 

milder temperatures both 

day and night.  Figures 

show Wisconsin produced 

68% less syrup last year 

because of the weather. 

 

  
Woman given sentence for 
killing lover News 3/8/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 A 40-year-old woman has 

been given a second life 

prison term for killing her 

lover in northern Wisconsin, 

just a few days after she 

killed her husband in 

Minnesota. Angelina 

O’Mara pleaded no 

contest yesterday to an 

Ashland County charge of 

first-degree intentional 

homicide. She decided not 

to even schedule a trial for 

her Wisconsin case, after 

she was given her first life 

prison term last December. 

 

Wisconsin gas prices went 

down by nine-cents-a-

gallon in the last week – but 

that could change, after 



the death of Venezuelan 

President Hugo Chavez. Erin 

Roth of the Wisconsin 

Petroleum Council says 

Venezuela has the world’s 

largest oil reserves – and the 

world oil markets could be 

affected if Chavez’s death 

causes political instability 

and lower oil production. 

 

The selection committee for 

the Herb Kohl Educational 

Foundation Scholarship and 

Fellowship Program 

announced recipients of 

the 2013 Herb Kohl 

Foundation awards for 

students and teachers. 

The $1,000 awards are 

being made to 100 

teachers, their schools, and 

187 graduating high school 

students.  In this area, 

students include Lindsey 

Lieck of Rhinelander, 

Hannah Schmit, Tomahawk 

and Ben Groth of Lakeland.  

Teachers include Linda 



Goldsworth at Rhinelander 

High School and Amanda 

Johnson in Tomahawk.  

Both students and teachers 

must demonstrate 

excellence at all levels of 

their activities to be 

considered for the awards. 

 

It’s that time of year to turn 

your clock ahead so, when 

you turn in Saturday night, 

reset everything with a 

timer, except your phones 

and computers because 

they’ll do that for you.  

Remember the saying,  

Spring forward, Fall back.  

So now we’re looking 

forward to November third 

when we regain that hour 

of sleep. 
 

  
Winter storm warnings News 3/11/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 Winter storm warnings 

remain in effect for the 

morning hours, adding 

about two more inches of 

snow on top of the six in 

average across the North.  

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 



Department reminds drivers 

to adjust to the quickly 

changing conditions today, 

especially on secondary 

roads. 

And while snowmobilers 

may be thrill by all the new 

snow, the temperatures are 

beginning to warm and the 

DNR reminds riders to be 

aware of conditions.  The 

state’s recorded 70 

snowmobile crashes and 18 

deaths this season and with 

more snow come more 

accidents.  One of the 

biggest problems is 

machines breaking through 

thin ice.  Area clubs and 

parks departments are 

working to keep trails 

marked and urge riders to 

stay on those trails. 

When you put gas in that 

car and it says you’ve 

bought 10 gallons, you can 

count on the pump 

reading. The weights and 

measures team in the 



Wisconsin Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection 

finished compiling the data 

from last year’s testing. 

State inspectors found 98 

percent of the 32 thousand 

gas pumps were accurate 

in their readings. Price 

scanners were checked 

and found to be accurate 

more than 97 percent of 

the time. The team 

conducted almost a 

quarter-million inspections 

of devices at about seven 

thousand Wisconsin 

businesses last year. 

The state government and 

all 72 counties have 

detailed plans on what to 

do if a tornado or other 

disaster strikes. But 

Gannett’s Wisconsin 

newspapers say it’s hard to 

get a hold of most counties’ 

response plans. The state 

only requires counties put 

out an annual notice an 



emergency plan is 

available, and where it can 

be found. Some counties 

put their plans online, but 

most don’t. And Gannett 

said it took months for some 

counties to make their 

emergency plans available 

to reporters. In Merrill, 

businessman Mike 

Gruenenwald said local 

agencies didn’t seem 

equipped to deal with a 

2011 tornado that 

destroyed 22 homes and 

damaged 130 others. He 

said public agencies did 

focus on the most acute 

needs but quote, “The 

government has too many 

hoops to jump through, too 

many requirements that 

you have to have a board 

meeting before you can 

act.”  
 

  
Gov. Walker to sign mining 
initiative bill News  3/11/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker is making 
two stops to sign Wisconsin’s 

mining incentive bill toady at 
factories that could end up 
supplying equipment for the 



proposed Gogebic Taconite iron ore 
mine. The Republican Walker will 

sign the package at the Oldenburg 
Group in Rhinelander, then fly to 
Milwaukee, where he’ll have a 

ceremonial bill-signing at the P-
and-H mining equipment shop. It 
appears that Walker chose the two 

locations to emphasize his 
contention that a mine would 
provide thousands of support jobs 

throughout Wisconsin – and not 
just the 700 to operate the Gogebic 
Taconite facility in Ashland and Iron 

counties. The bill got final 
legislative approval last week.  
The world’s Catholic cardinals have 

reportedly narrowed their list of 
possibilities for the new pope – and 
former Milwaukee Archbishop Tim 

Dolan is one of those names. But 
unlike some candidates, Dolan does 

not have Vatican experience. He 
admits having weak language skills 
in Italian – and that could be a big 

disadvantage, since the day-to-day 
administration of the Vatican is 
done in Italian. Still, the A-P says 

Dolan and Sean O’Malley of Boston 
are among the focus of the voting 
cardinals. 

Held every two years, the U-S 
Championship Cheese Contest 
begins tomorrow in Green Bay with 

a record number of entries. At last 
word, 17-hundred-two cheeses 
have entered – almost 100 more 

than the last contest. John 
Umhoefer of the Wisconsin Cheese 
Makers Association says the variety 



of cheeses continues to grow, and 
that’s probably why we’re seeing 

more and more entries.  
 

  
Rhinelander School district 
has new superintendant News 3/12/13 601a,701a,801a  1:30 

 Exploratory drilling could 

begin this spring on the 

proposed new Gogebic 

Taconite iron ore mine in 

Ashland and Iron counties. 

Ann Coakley of the state D-

N-R said the company 

could also seek permission 

to dig up bulk-loads of iron 

ore, to see how it can be 

converted into taconite. 

Gogebic Taconite officials 

stayed away yesterday, 

when Governor Scott 

Walker signed the bill which 

paves the way for the 

company’s new mine – 

which would be the largest 

in Wisconsin history. A 

spokesman said the firm 

was busy working on the 

project’s early details at its 

headquarters in Hurley. The 

Republican Walker held bill-

signing ceremonies in 

Rhinelander and 



Milwaukee, at firms which 

could end up providing 

equipment to build the new 

mine.  

The Rhinelander School 

District has a new 

superintendent and it’s 

someone who will hit the 

ground running.  Kelli 

Jacobi, the current Director 

of Curriculum takes over this 

summer for the retiring Dr. 

Roger Erdahl.  The school 

board made the 

announcement late 

yesterday afternoon.  

Jacobi has served in several 

key positions within the 

district including being a 

teacher and principal in the 

Charter schools and was 

chosen over two other 

candidates from outside 

the area. 

Detours around Rhinelander 

are being laid out as major 

repair work is planned for 

sewer and water lines.  

Beginning in June, Kemp 



Street, or business hwy 8 

from the Wisconsin River 

Bridge to Arbutus Street will 

be closed. Adjoining streets 

will also see work, spanning 

to the River Walk Centre 

downtown.  Work on the 

sewers and utilities is 

expected to last up to four 

months and in some 

phases, into next year. 
 

 
Mining issues News 3/12/13  1201p,520p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker says 

he won’t venture a guess as 

to when a new mine could 

open under the terms of the 

new mining permit 

regulations he signed 

yesterday. Some G-O-P 

lawmakers say Gogebic 

Taconite could open its 

proposed iron ore mine 

near Lake Superior within 

three years. But Senate 

Democrat Tim Cullen of 

Janesville says it will be 

more like 7-to-10 years once 

the lawsuits are settled, and 

all the state-and-federal 

approvals are given. 



The Rhinelander School 

District has a new 

superintendent and it’s 

someone who will hit the 

ground running.  Kelli 

Jacobi, the current Director 

of Curriculum takes over this 

summer for the retiring Dr. 

Roger Erdahl.  The school 

board made the 

announcement late 

yesterday afternoon.  

Jacobi has served in several 

key positions within the 

district including being a 

teacher and principal in the 

Charter schools and was 

chosen over two other 

candidates from outside 

the area. 

In this economy county 

governments are looking at 

ways to save money and 

Oneida County is no 

different.  The Public Safety 

Committee is working on a 

plan to consolidate the 

sheriff’s and emergency 

management departments, 



a move that could net a 35-

thousand dollar savings.  

Sheriff Grady Hartman said 

there would be changes 

but mostly reclassifications, 

some promotions and new 

positions.  There are still 

several steps to take before 

anything is done and a final 

plan is expected in April. 

In sports, the girls state high 

school basketball 

championships tip off 

Thursday with a five division 

format with four teams 

qualifying in each one.  The 

title games are Saturday in 

Green Bay.  
 

  
Collective bargaining for  
public workers on hold News 3/13/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 Wisconsin’s 4th District 

Court of Appeals has 

refused to put a judge’s 

decision on the governor’s 

law effectively ending 

collective bargaining for 

public workers on hold. A 

Dane County Circuit Court 

judge had issued a ruling 

repealing major parts of 

that controversial law. 



Attorney General J.B. Van 

Hollen wanted it put on 

hold while the appeal is 

pending. The appeals court 

responded it saw no basis 

to set aside the circuit 

court’s decision that a stay 

was not warranted and the 

repeal would stand. It set 

aside portions of the new 

law which covered school 

and local government 

workers.  

The Legislature’s budget 

committee will hold four 

public hearings to give 

Wisconsin residents a 

chance to offer comments 

on the governor’s two-year 

spending plan for the state. 

The Joint Finance 

Committee hasn’t 

publicized the dates and 

locations for those hearings 

yet. Starting next week, that 

committee will start getting 

briefings from various state 

agencies on how the 

budget will affect their 



operations. Once all the 

hearings are complete, the 

Republican-controlled 

committee will start the 

process of voting on 

changes to Wisconsin’s 68 

billion dollar budget.  

The Lac du Flambeau band 

of Chippewa and DNR 

have been cooperating for 

15 years to ensure hook 

and line anglers in the state 

have a 3 walleye limit on 

most lakes. This season that 

may change.  The tribe 

recently voted to declare 

more fish in their off 

reservation harvest season 

this spring and that could 

drop the sport angling bag 

limit to two or less.  Tribal 

president Tom Maulson said 

the economy is to blame 

for the decision and 

nothing is final yet.   
 

  
Muskey spearing tourney News 3/13/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 Lac du Flambeau tribal 

members take to area 

waters this weekend in a 

muskie spearing 



tournament.  The contest, 

taking place on five Vilas 

County lakes, is billed as an 

“honoring our treaty rights 

spearing tournament”.  

Tribal chairman Tom 

Maulson says the event is 

an exercise in sovereignty 

and will feed families.  He 

also invites people with 

questions to talk with tribal 

members when they’re on 

the water.  The tournament 

takes place Saturday on Big 

Lake in Boulder Junction, 

Big St. Germain, Big Arbor 

Vitae and North and South 

Twin.  This news comes on 

the heels of a related move 

by the band to lower the 

walleye bag limit on waters 

in the ceded territory from 

three to two for state 

anglers.   

Wisconsin’s  Better Business 

Bureau says mail order and 

catalog shopping 

businesses top the list for 

complaints last year.  In its 



annual report,  department 

stores accounted for the 

second-most complaints 

followed by auto dealers.  

The 1-point-7 million 

requests for information 

about businesses last year 

was a 20% increase from 

2011.  That higher number 

translated into 1,000 fewer 

complaints.  The most 

inquires were filed for 

roofing contractors, 

followed by construction 

and remodeling services, 

heating and air 

conditioning and auto 

repair and service.   

The nation’s “big cheese” 

will be determined tonight 

in Green Bay. The U-S 

Championship Cheese 

Contest began yesterday 

at Lambeau Field. A record 

17-hundred cheeses are 

judged in 82 categories – 

and the top ones in each 

group are advancing to this 

evening’s championship 



round. John Umhoefer of 

the Wisconsin Cheese 

Makers Association says 

there’s an increase in spicy 

cheeses this year. The 

competition is held every 

two years. 
 

  
Snow shoer found dead in 
Rib Mtn.  News 3/14/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

ended the Secretary-of-

State’s ability to decide 

when new state laws will 

take effect. From now on, 

the Legislative Reference 

Bureau will publish-and-

adopt all bills one day after 

they’re signed – unless they 

specifically call for later 

dates. Majority Republicans 

passed the measure after 

Secretary-of-State Doug La 

Follette waited for the 

previous maximum of 10 

days to publish the 

controversial limits on public 

union bargaining in 2011. La 

Follette said he was trying 

to give the public time to 

digest the new law – but 

Republicans were angered. 



And when they changed 

the procedure, Democrats 

called it political payback. 

A snowshoer found dead at 

Rib Mountain state has 

been identified as 49-year-

old Mark Welsh – and a 

medical examiner said he 

died of a heart attack. Two 

men found Welsh’s body on 

Tuesday night on a 

snowshoeing trail at the 

Park.  

A Wisconsin Gouda is the 

nation's top cheese.  

Marieke Penterman of 

Holland's Family Cheese in 

Thorp, Wis., won the U.S. 

Championship Cheese 

Contest in Green Bay 

yesterday with her Marieke 

Mature Gouda.  More than 

1,700 cheeses were 

entered, including pepper-

flavored, smoked and 

sheep cheeses. Wisconsin 

captured the most gold 

medals, with 47 of the 81 



categories judged. 

Vermont and New York 

came in second, with six 

gold medals each. 

 

For 38 years when you 

talked state high school 

championships you talked 

Madison.  Not anymore as 

the girls basketball finale 

opens today at the Resch 

Center in Green Bay.  The 

WIAA moved the 

tournaments and will be 

watching the next couple 

years to see if Titletown 

could be the permanent 

home for the games. 

 

  
Reckless baby sitter in 
Wausau News 3/14/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Authorities in Wausau said a 

man had suspicions about 

his baby-sitter – so he 

secretly videotaped her, 

and the evidence is now 

part of a child abuse case 

against her. 19-year-old 

Jennifer Cronin of 



Rothschild is charged in 

Marathon County with 

felony reckless child abuse. 

According to prosecutors, 

the father installed a 

camera because he 

thought Cronin was not 

watching his children 

carefully enough, after a 

two-year-old boy fell down 

some stairs. Officials said 

the parents reviewed the 

videotape and then called 

police. A criminal complaint 

said Cronin repeated struck 

a four-month-old boy in the 

face-and-head, and 

grabbed the baby’s wrist 

and yanked him from a 

floor into the air. She’s free 

on a signature bond, and 

due back in court April 9th 

for a pre-trial proceeding. A 

preliminary hearing is set for 

April 25th. 

Wisconsin gained about 39-

thousand residents since 

the last Census in 2010. The 

U-S Census Bureau said the 



Badger State had just over 

five-point-seven million 

people as of last July. 

Milwaukee County is 

attracting new people 

again, after its population 

dropped by 60-thousand in 

the three decades ending 

in 2000. The state’s largest 

county gained 74-hundred 

residents in the past two 

years, and it now has 

around 955-thousand. 

About half of Wisconsin’s 72 

counties saw their 

populations drop slightly. 

Leaders in a dozen 

Wisconsin communities say 

they want to be ready the 

next time the effects of 

climate change show up. 

Wisconsin Public Radio says 

places from Dane County 

to Superior have created 

task forces to try-and-

become better prepared 

for dealing with heat 

waves, flooding, and 

droughts among other 



things. 
 

  
Fire destroys vehicle in 
Rhinelander News 3/15/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

 No one was hurt when fire 

destroyed a vehicle and 

damaged a city home in 

Rhinelander last night.  

When firefighters arrived the 

blaze was so intense it 

began melting the vinyl 

siding on the house.  It was 

put out in about 15 minutes 

and a department 

spokesman said because of 

the extensive damage 

there’s no way of telling 

how it started.  A couple 

hours earlier, emergency 

crews responded to a two 

car accident in the Town of 

Pelican on Highway P at 

the intersection of Faust 

Lake Road.  Two people 

were taken to Ministry St. 

Mary’s Hospital.  No word 

on their condition. 

The Big Eau Pleine Reservoir 

in Wausau received 

international attention last 

month as the host water for 

the World Ice Fishing 



Championships.  Now, it’s 

being watched for an 

entirely different reason as 

DNR biologists are 

expecting a massive fish kill.  

The water has been 

plagued by low oxygen 

levels over the years and 

officials have been 

aerating large sections.  In 

2009 nearly 70% of the fish 

population died off and the 

DNR believes this year 

could be worse. The 

combination of lower water 

levels and heavy snow 

cover are contributing 

factors.   

Snow cover could be 

delaying some birds which 

visit Wisconsin every year on 

their migration north. 

Reports are already flowing 

in about the appearance 

of red-winged blackbirds, 

sandhill cranes, wood 

ducks, green-winged teal, 

song sparrows and northern 

flickers. However many 



others, like woodcock who 

depend on unfrozen 

ground for food, haven’t 

been seen yet.  
 

  
Murder suspect being held 
on bond News 3/15/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

 A Minnesota man 

apparently planned to flee 

the country if he’s freed on 

bail for the suspected 

murder of his wife who’s 

from the Wausau area.  But 

39-year-old Jeffrey Trevino 

won’t be going anywhere, 

after a judge yesterday 

rejected a defense request 

to reduce his one-million-

dollar bond. Trevino is 

charged with second 

degree murder after his 

wife – DC Everest high 

school graduate Kira Steger 

Trevino – disappeared on 

February 21st. Her body 

hasn’t been found, but 

police said they had 

evidence of a bloody 

struggle in the couple’s 

bedroom. 

House Republican Jim 

Sensenbrenner says 



national conservatives 

should take a lesson from 

Wisconsin as they try to 

reclaim the White House in 

2016. Sensenbrenner, the 

34-year veteran from 

Menomonee Falls, spoke 

yesterday at the 

Conservative Political 

Action Conference near 

Washington. He said 

Wisconsin proves 

conservatives are 

electable, as evidenced by 

office-holders like Governor 

Scott Walker and House 

Budget Chairman Paul 

Ryan. Ryan addresses the 

conference today and 

Walker tomorrow. Both are 

also in the convention’s 

straw poll of 23 possible 

White House candidates for 

2016. 

Around eight-thousand 

Internet customers from 

Merrill to Minocqua are 

back online, after a long 

service outage yesterday. A 



Wisconsin Public Service  

crew was digging along a 

road north of Merrill when 

they struck a fiber-optic line 

owned by Frontier 

Communications. The 

outage affected homes, 

businesses, and the Oneida 

County sheriff’s department 

in Rhinelander – which had 

its data lines interrupted. 

Authorities in Lincoln County 

– where the break took 

place – said their dispatch 

center was not affected. 

Frontier said two 

emergency crews repaired 

the line, and customers 

were back online by early 

evening. 
 

 
Rhinelander man latest 
snowmobile fatality News 3/18/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

A Rhinelander man is the 

latest snowmobile fatality.  

55-year old Robert Ottman 

was found near a machine 

on private property in the 

town of Elcho around Noon, 

Saturday.  The Langlade 

County Sheriff’s department 

reports Ottman apparently 



drove his snowmobile onto 

the property in an attempt 

to get onto Otter Lake.  In 

the process the machine 

got stuck and the cause of 

death is still unknown.  The 

sheriff’s office asks anyone 

with information about Mr. 

Ottman’s activities Friday 

night to contact the 

department. 

Automatic federal budget 

cuts means Wisconsin 

residents who get 

unemployment benefits will 

see those checks shrink by 

11 percent. About 30 

thousand people in this 

state will be affected 

starting the week of April 

7th. The reductions in 

benefits will last at least 

through the end of the 

federal fiscal year on 

September 30th. Eligibility 

rules are not changing. The 

Wisconsin Department of 

Workforce Development 

says people who get jobless 



benefits from the state will 

see no change. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources is 

looking for sturgeon guards.  

Volunteers are needed to 

guard sturgeon as the fish 

make their annual 

spawning run up the Wolf 

River in eastern Wisconsin 

sometime between late 

March and early May.  

Because lake sturgeon 

gather in such large 

numbers, they are 

susceptible to people 

wading in the water to grab 

them or netting them from 

a boat.  Sturgeon guards 

don’t stop poachers. The 

volunteers are asked to 

observe, collect information 

and call a warden. 

 

 
Snowmobile fatality of a 
Rhinelander Man News 3/18/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Authorities are investigating what 
appears to be Wisconsin’s 19th 

snowmobile death of the winter. 
55-year-old Robert Ottman of 
Rhinelander died Saturday. 

Langlade County investigators said 



Ottman apparently drove his 
snowmobile onto private property 

to try and get onto Otter Lake – but 
got stuck. Sheriff’s deputies want 
to know what he was doing on 

Friday night, and they’re asking the 
public for help. Counting Ottman’s 
death, it’s the highest number of 

snowmobile fatalities in three 
years. 
Relatives and volunteers picked up 

where the police left off, in 
searching a large Minnesota park 
for an apparent murder victim from 

the Wausau area. About 30 people 
helped family members search the 
250-acre Keller Regional Park near 

Saint Paul yesterday for 30-year-
old Kira Steger Trevino. That was 
after police searched the park on 

Saturday, following up on what 
they called an “item of interest” in 

the case. That item is being 
examined by Minnesota’s Bureau of 
Criminal Apprehension.  Kira 

Trevino has been missing since 
February 21st. Her husband, 39-
year-old Jeffrey Trevino is charged 

with murder. 
Wisconsin’s second-largest industry 
is in the spotlight in Madison. Over 

a-thousand people are attending 
the annual Governor’s Conference 
on Tourism, which began yesterday 

at Monona Terrace a couple blocks 
from the State Capitol. Today, 
movie director David Zucker and 

actor Robert Hays will unveil a new 
Wisconsin tourism ad. Zucker – a 
U-W Madison graduate – directed 



the ad last summer on Plum Lake in 
northern Wisconsin. Hays plays a 

confused fisherman.  Tourism has 
an estimated total economic impact 
of 16-billion for the state. 
 

 
Walleye limits News 3/19/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

As we told you last week, 

the Chippewa tribes in the 

North planned to take all 

the walleye they’re 

allowed, despite ongoing 

agreements with the state 

to maintain adequate bag 

limits for hook and line 

anglers.  Late yesterday 

DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp 

released details on what 

the tribes want regarding 

sport fishing limits on 535 

lakes in the ceded territory 

this summer and in essence 

nearly 200 bodies of water 

would have a one walleye 

per day limit.  For the past 

fifteen years, no more than 

10 lakes in Wisconsin have 

been lowered to a one-

walleye limit in any single 

year.  

 

A statewide sting operation 



nets 16 alleged online 

predators including a 

Michigan man arranging to 

meet an underaged girl in 

Minocqua for sex.  24-year 

old Benjamin Lahti of 

Ironwood was arrested last 

week by Minocqua PD 

when Lahti, who thought he 

was cooresponding with a 

15-year old girl, was 

actually online with an 

undercover officer from 

Green Bay.  He faces felony 

counts for using a computer 

to facilitate a child sex 

crime and for exposing a 

child to harmful material 

and faces more than 43 

years in prison if found 

guilty. 

While business and property 

owners along the Hwy 51 

corridor through Minocqua 

grapple with the final 

decisions from the 

Department of 

Transportation’s decision for 

reconstruction, now it’s 



Wausau’s turn.  Concerned 

about what may happen, 

people jammed a public 

hearing on the work last 

night.  The 28-million dollar 

project is set to begin April 

first and includes shutting 

down the highway for a 

short time to remove the 

County “U” bridge and 

include work on business 51 

and County “K” into 2014.   
 

 
Snowmobile Death News 3/19/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Chippewa tribes in the 

north say they’ll take a 

near-record number of 

walleye in their annual 

spring spearing harvest. Six 

bands plan to spear just 

over 59-thousand fish as 

part of their long-standing 

treaty rights. And that 

would leave a lot fewer 

walleye for sport anglers 

once the state season 

begins in May. D-N-R 

Secretary Cathy Stepp says 

the tribes are acting within 

their rights, but says the 

increase is quote, 



“significant, 

unprecedented, and a 

challenge to long-standing 

partnerships.” The Lac du 

Flambeau effectively 

ended a 1997 agreement 

to limit its harvests, in 

exchange for the ability to 

sell state recreational 

licenses, which they may 

now lose. Tribal officials 

have not commented on 

that. The D-N-R said the 

bag limits for sport fishing 

would be cut to one-per-

day on 197 lakes, two-per-

day on 331 lakes, and three 

on seven lakes. The state’s 

normal daily limit is five.  

Authorities  in Langlade 

County are still puzzled by 

Saturday’s death of a 

snowmobiler. Chief Deputy 

John Schunke said there 

was no evidence of a crash 

and that 55-year-old Robert 

Ottman of Rhinelander was 

alive when his machine 

reached the end of a 



private stretch of land next 

to Otter Lake near Elcho. 

Langlade County Coroner 

Larry Shadick said Ottman 

could have died from 

exposure, but other factors 

remained possible before 

an autopsy was conducted 

yesterday. Ottman’s body 

was found next to his 

machine. Authorities have 

not been able to find his 

helmet. There’s no 

evidence of foul play. 
 

 
Missing Wausau woman  News 3/20/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

For the first time, police and 

sheriff’s divers searched a 

lake near Saint Paul 

yesterday – but they found 

no signs of a missing central 

Wisconsin native who’s 

presumed murdered. 

Cadaver dogs also helped 

in the search for 30-year-old 

Kira Steger Trevino. They 

gave signs of a possible 

scent on the west end of 

Keller Lake, but divers 

couldn’t find anything. The 

search took place after a 



tipster told Saint Paul Police 

that two people carried 

what appeared to be a rug 

over the ice-covered lake 

soon after Trevino was last 

seen a month ago. 

Wisconsin airports both 

large and small are bracing 

for the possible closings of 

their air traffic control 

towers as part of the 

federal sequestration cuts. 

The airports had until 

yesterday to explain why 

they should be spared – 

and the F-A-A and 

Congress have until Friday 

to decide. The cuts would 

begin April 7th. At Central 

Wisconsin Airport in 

Mosinee, officials hope their 

service is ranked high 

enough to avoid the cuts. 

The closing of the towers will 

not stop the flights 

themselves. Officials say 

pilots will use “see and 

observe” operations, just 

like those commonly used 



at smaller airfields such as 

Rhinelander and Lakeland. 

Spring officially arrived just 

after six this morning but it’s 

what seems like the never-

ending winter that’s been 

straining local snow 

removal budgets.  Counties 

and cities across the north 

on average have burned 

through nearly half their 

road budgets.  Those dollars 

are meant to last until the 

end of the year.  Above 

average snowfalls have 

kept snow removal crews 

busy and it’s not over yet. 
 

 
Antigo woman to be 
sentenced on wire fraud 
charge News 3/20./13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Computer technology firms 

might find it easier to get 

started in Wisconsin, thanks 

to a new 30-million dollar 

venture capital fund 

announced yesterday. The 

board that runs the State 

Retirement Fund and the 

Wisconsin Alumni Research 

Foundation at U-W Madison 

are providing money for the 

new effort. It’s called “44-90 



Ventures,” which refers to 

Wisconsin’s latitude-and-

longitude coordinates. 

Some experts say a lack of 

venture capital for new 

companies is one reason 

Wisconsin is lagging behind 

the rest of the country in job 

creation. 

An Antigo woman will be 

sentenced June 12th, after 

she admitted embezzling 

576-thousand dollars from 

an employer. 44-year-old 

Susan Tatro pleaded guilty 

to two federal counts of 

wire fraud – and 28 other 

charges were dropped in a 

plea deal. Tatro was 

indicted by a grand jury last 

May on allegations that she 

defrauded the Waukesha 

Bearings plant in Antigo. 

Authorities said she wrote 

checks to herself from the 

company’s bank account, 

and took money from a 

petty-cash fund. A hearing 

will take place June third to 



decide how much Tatro will 

have to pay back. She 

faces up to 20 years in 

prison. 

A faulty insulator is being 

blamed for knocking out 

power to some 3500 people 

across much of Vilas 

County yesterday 

afternoon.  Wisconsin Public 

Service said this morning 

everything was back on line 

about an hour later.   
 

 
Fire in downtown Antigo News 3/21/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

Early Tuesday Antigo 

firefighters were called to a 

downtown blaze in the 

back of a building holding 

apartments and Peep’s 

Pawnshop.  It was put out 

but apparently re-egnited 

yesterday.  This time the 60 

year old building was 

destroyed.  Officials 

evacuated the structure 

and several other adjacent 

businesses as a precaution.  

This time crews knocked 

down the walls to ensure 

the fire was completely out.  



No one was hurt and the 

cause of the fire is still 

unknown.  

A Lac du Flambeau teen 

will be tried as an adult, 

accused of stabbing his 

mother’s boyfriend.  

Seventeen year old 

Christian Soulier allegedly 

stabbed the man four times 

and Judge Leon Stenz the 

crime was too vicious to 

allow Soulier to proceed 

through the juvenile court 

system.  At his second 

preliminary hearing 

yesterday his attorney 

presented testimony Soulier 

suffers from panic and 

anxiety disorders and 

depression and as an adult 

would receive limited 

treatment.  Prosecutors 

argued otherwise, to which 

the Judge agreed.  The 

next court date hasn’t 

been set in the case. 

The first major home show 



of the year opens this 

weekend.  The annual 

Hodag Home Show takes 

over Rhinelander High 

School Saturday and 

Sunday with more than 75 

vendors and opportunities 

for visitors to win great door 

prizes.  Admission is free.  

Chamber Executive 

Director Lara Reed says 

there’s a little bit of 

everything for the do it 

yourselfer, crafters and 

those who can use some 

professional direction in 

their projects.  Contractors, 

utility companies, retailers 

and much more will be on 

site from 10-4 Saturday and 

10-3 on Sunday.   

 

Fire in Antigo 
 News 3/21/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Investigators are still trying to 
determine what caused a fire that 

destroyed a downtown building in 
Antigo. Flames re-ignited yesterday 
in a building that housed Peep’s 

Pawn Shop and apartments with 
four residents. The fire started 
early Tuesday. Antigo Fire Chief Jon 

Petroskey said the second floor 



apartments were gutted, while the 
business on the first floor had 

heavy smoke-and-water damage. It 
was one of the oldest structures in 
downtown Antigo and used to 

house the local Boys-and-Girls club 
just before the pawn shop moved 
there. 

The Merrill School Board voted to 
re-instate a teacher fired earlier 
this year, for smoking marijuana 

sold to him in a school drug ring in 
Antigo. Middle school science 
teacher Jay Peterson filed a union 

grievance after he was terminated. 
The Merrill teachers’ union, the 
School Board, and Peterson will 

now avoid a costly and uncertain 
arbitration process in the matter. 
The School Board accepted the deal 

on a 5-to-4 vote.  
Wisconsin deer hunters are asked 

to take part in a pair of new 
surveys. The D-N-R wants to know 
how large people think their local 

deer herds are, if they’re getting 
bigger or smaller, and if the 
numbers of hunting permits are 

adequate for keeping the 
populations under control. In the 
second survey, how should the D-

N-R adopt the recommendations 
made by researcher James Kroll for 
improving the deer hunt, and 

fighting chronic wasting disease. 
The surveys will be available on the 
D-N-R’s Web site, and at public 

meetings over the next few months 
where Kroll’s ideas will be 
discussed. 



 

 
Paper Mills in Rhinelander 
and Mosinee may have new 
owners News 3/22/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

Paper mills in Rhinelander 

and Mosinee may have 

new owners.  The Wausau 

Paper Corporation 

announced plans to sell its 

specialty paper business to 

a new investment firm, KPS 

Capital Partners of New 

York.  It plans to buy the 

division making Wausau’s 

printing and office papers 

for 130-million dollars.  Folks 

in Rhinelander and Mosinee 

had feared the worst the 

last few months as the 

company and its future got 

tangled in a power struggle 

with its biggest investor.  The 

United Steelworkers Union 

says the KPS deal gives 

them cautious optimism the 

plants can move forward.   

The Wisconsin Taxpayers 

Alliance reports 49 of the 

state’s 424 school districts 

are operating on lower 

revenues this year than they 

did a decade ago. About 



two-thirds of those school 

systems are in Republican 

Senate districts. That could 

explain why 18 Republican 

state senators have 

stepped up to say they 

would oppose Governor 

Walker’s plan to freeze 

school aid in his next 

budget. Walker’s spending 

plan would give property 

taxpayers an amount 

equaling one percent of 

school aid, then let the 

taxpayers decide through 

referendums where their 

local district should get the 

money. 

For any community to thrive 

in this economy there has to 

be a working infrastructure, 

things like roads, airports, 

electricity, water and as we 

move through the 21st 

century, broadband.  That 

was the focus of the 6th 

annual northwoods summit 

in tomahawk yesterday.  A 

number of experts shared 



information on what’s 

working and not working in 

cities and towns across the 

country.  The goal of the 

summit is to develop a plan 

for reliable and affordable 

broadband service in the 

North.  
 

 
Plea deal reduces time for 
attacking his wife News 3/22/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

While on the surface the 

announcement of a 

potential buyer for the 

Wausau Paper mills in 

Rhinelander and Mosinee 

seems promising, there are 

several things that need to 

happen before it’s final.  

The newly formed KPS 

Capital Partners investment 

company of New York 

plans to pay 130-million 

dollars for the two 

properties but it’s 

contingent upon 

acquisition of a second 

company, a new collective 

bargaining agreement with 

the unions and other 

financial adjustments.  

Despite that, Rhinelander 



Mayor Richard Johns, who 

worked at the mill 40 years, 

says it’s a step in the right 

direction and the city is 

looking forward to working 

with whoever owns the mill. 

A plea deal reduces the 

sentence for the man 

accused of attacking his 

wife.  38-year old Shannon 

Wolf originally faced four 

charges including first 

degree attempted 

homicide, strangulation 

and stalking.  Oneida 

County Judge Patrick 

O’Melia accepted guilty 

pleas to aggravated 

battery and mayhem.  Last 

February, Wolf chased 

down his wife, stopping her 

car near the Rhinelander 

Chamber, smashing the 

window then reaching in 

choking and stabbing her.  

He faces a maximum of 40 

years in prison and has his 

sentencing set for  May 24th.  

The judge can consider the 



original charges at that 

time.  

There’s a silver lining in 

Wisconsin’s long, snowy 

winter – the state’s intense 

drought conditions are 

finally starting to ease up. 

The U-S Drought Monitor 

says 77-percent of the 

state’s land area is 

abnormally dry or worse. 

That’s down by seven-

percent a week ago. 

Almost a quarter of the 

state is back to normal. 
 

 
Wisconsin snowmobile 
crashes News 3/25/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

At least 19 people have 

died in Wisconsin 

snowmobile crashes this 

winter. The latest reported 

death was Saturday. 31-

year-old Dean Katsaros 

Junior of Willow Springs 

Illinois lost control of his 

machine and slammed into 

a tree near Three Lakes. He 

died at the scene. 

Wisconsin has not officially 

recorded a snowmobile 



death since March third – 

although there’s been 

plenty of snow on the 

ground in most places. 

There was a report of a 

fatality March 16th in 

Langlade County, but 

sheriff’s investigators said 

they found no immediate 

evidence of a crash at the 

time. They said it’s possible 

the rider may have died 

from exposure before going 

onto a lake.  

Picking up where police left 

off, community members 

found several items 

yesterday during a search 

for Wausau native Kira 

Trevino, near Keller lake in 

Minnesota.  Trevino has 

been missing nearly a 

month and her husband, 

Jeffrey Trevino is charged in 

her death but her body has 

not been found.  Police in 

St.Paul said some items 

were found but would not 

offer further comment if 



they were connected to 

her disappearance. 

The Bad River Band of 

Chippewa are using 

technology to raise money 

in their challenge of an iron 

ore mine near their 

reservation in Northwestern 

Wisconsin.  Visitors to their 

Website can click a link to 

donate directly to the tribe 

to help fund the legal 

challenges expected 

against Gogebic Taconite 

and the state for an open 

pit mine in Ashland and Iron 

counties.  GOP lawmakers 

passed a law earlier this 

month easing regulations to 

help the company.  Tribal 

members fear the 

operation will contaminate 

their lands. 
 

 
Postal workers rally to save 
Saturday mail News 3/25/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Hundreds of postal workers 

rallied at several locations 

in Wisconsin yesterday, as 

part of a nationwide 

campaign to save Saturday 

mail delivery. Postal workers 



say lots of people need 

Saturday deliveries to 

handle bills, among other 

things – because not 

everyone uses the Internet.  

And on a deeper level, 

letter carriers maintain the 

Post Office is a vital public 

institution the nation cannot 

afford to dismantle.  But the 

Postal Service would 

continue delivering 

packages on Saturdays, 

while cutting off regular 

residential routes. Officials 

say it would save over two-

billion dollars a year. 

A snowmobile crash 

Saturday morning near 

Three Lakes takes the life of 

an Illinois man.  31-year old 

Dean Katsaros of Willow 

Springs was pronounced 

dead at the scene after his 

machine left the trail near 

Wykowski road and struck a 

tree.   

Wisconsin hunters could get 

their federal duck stamps 



online under a bill proposed 

by La Crosse House 

Democrat Ron Kind. He and 

Virginia Republican Rob 

Wittman say it makes sense 

to make it more convenient 

for sporting enthusiasts and 

collectors to get their duck 

stamps on the Internet. It 

could save a trip to local 

post offices, wildlife refuges, 

and sporting goods shops 

where the stamps are now 

sold. Kind first proposed the 

idea a few years ago. Since 

then, a pilot program was 

conducted in 15 states – 

not including Wisconsin. 

Kind said it resulted in higher 

stamp sales, thus raising 

more money for a federal 

conservation fund. Those 

revenues have been used 

to buy-or-lease over five-

million acres of wetlands 

and habitat for waterfowl.  
 

 
Trail of finding a Wausau 
woman may be getting 
warmer News 3/26/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

The trail to finding Wausau 

native Kira Steger Trevino 

may be getting warmer.  



After relatives and friends 

found additional items in 

their own search over the 

weekend that may be tied 

to her disappearance, St. 

Paul, Minnesota police and 

sheriff’s divers may have 

discovered more.  Search 

dogs also reacted positively 

to a hole in the ice on Keller 

Lake and investigators said 

it may indicate a human 

body in the lake.  She 

vanished February 21st and 

her husband Jeffery is 

charged with murder. 

The Walgreens company 

paid nearly $30-thousand 

dollars to settle claims of 

overcharging customers.  

The WI Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection 

inspected stores in the 

chain last August and 

found inaccurate prices 

and improper signage.  

Over a dozen locations 

failed to correct the 



problems even after they 

were ordered to.  

Walgreens paid a civil 

forfeiture in 2009 for similar 

alleged violations.   

A sure sign of spring is 

appearing across the North 

as communities institute 

load limits on city and 

township roads.  The latest is 

Arbor Vitae, whose limits 

kick in Thursday at noon.  

And despite all the snow, 

the state funded 

snowmobile trails in Oneida 

County will close for the 

season Sunday at 11:59. 

Scott Walker may become 

the first Wisconsin governor 

since Tommy Thompson to 

write a book. While not 

confirmed, his co-author will 

be former George W. Bush 

speech-writer Marc 

Thiessen, who has written 

about Walker for the 

Washington Post. He’s been 

taking steps to raise his 

national profile, amid talk 



that he might run for 

president in 2016.  
 

 
Wisconsin’s ban on same 
sex marriage News 3/26/13 1230p,520p 1:30 

Wisconsin’s ban on same-

sex marriages is essentially 

on trial in Washington this 

week. The U-S Supreme 

Court is hearing arguments 

today on California’s same-

sex marriage ban. And 

tomorrow, the justices will 

consider a challenge to the 

National Defense-of-

Marriage Act, which 

prevents legally-married 

same-sex couples from 

getting a host of benefits 

given to straight couples. 

It’s the first time in a 

decade that the nation’s 

highest court is examining 

gay rights. 

The investigation continues 

into a house fire that killed a 

retired high school music 

teacher in Superior. Fire 

officials said they couldn’t 

get to 76-year-old Jean 

Sweeney until the blaze was 

put out. She was found on 



the home’s lower level and 

officials said the fire was 

burning for a long time 

before anyone noticed it. 

The lower level and the 

attic were both in flames by 

the time fire-fighters arrived 

late yesterday morning. 

Sweeney directed the bell 

choirs at United 

Presbyterian Church in 

Superior, and at Pilgrim 

Lutheran where she was a 

member. 

One of Wisconsin’s largest 

farm shows is getting 

underway today. The W-P-S 

Farm Show is being held 

through Thursday at the E-

A-A grounds in Oshkosh. It’s 

sponsored by the Wisconsin 

Public Service utility. About 

450 exhibitors will put their 

wares on display. There are 

numerous special items for 

folks to enjoy. And seminars 

will be featured every day, 

including one this morning 

on choosing the right solar-



power technology. The 

show takes up four large 

aircraft hangars plus a lot of 

outdoor space at the E-A-A 

grounds, located just off 

Highway 41 on the south 

edge of Oshkosh. 
 

Walleye controversy in the 
state 
 News 3/27/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

Saying the Lac du 

Flambeau and other 

Chippewa bands were 

retaliating for state agency 

decisions by increasing their 

planned walleye take, 

State Representative Dean 

Kaufert suggests he may 

push reconsidering a 

quarter-million dollar grant 

for a cultural center. The 

Neenah Republican said 

the action by the bands 

would hurt Wisconsin’s 

tourism and business. The 

Chippewa tribes in the 

northern part of the state 

have clashed with the DNR 

over last year’s new wolf 

hunt and eased regulations 

on mining. Kaufert says 

when the state Building 



Commission meets next 

month he may push for 

reconsideration of the grant 

money approved last year. 

DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp 

says the governor’s decision 

to cut wolf permit fees from 

100 dollars to 47 dollars for 

state residents brings them 

more in line with the 49-

dollar bear hunting permits.  

She says the governor 

doesn’t want to create 

obstacles to hunting wolves 

and that’s why the change 

was made in the executive 

budget.  The Legislature set 

the license fees in the 

original bill establishing 

Wisconsin’s first wolf hunt.  

A new report suggests 

higher costs to insurance 

companies under the 

Affordable Care Act will be 

brought on by sicker 

customers and other high-

cost groups who will gain 

coverage. Insurance 

companies selling medical 



coverage policies in 

Wisconsin will see an 80 

percent increase in costs by 

the year 2017. An estimated 

24 thousand Wisconsin 

residents with serious 

medical conditions will be 

moving into the private 

market next January 1st. 

Medical claims are 

considered to be the 

biggest factor in the cost of 

health insurance premiums. 

The White House disputes 

the study.  
 

 
Fatal snowmobile crashes in 
the state News 3/27/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Twice as many fatal 

snowmobile accidents 

have been recorded this 

winter, when compared to 

last year, but the figure of 

19 is still close to the five-

year average. Ice-related 

deaths by drowning or 

hypothermia are up to five, 

while that average is about 

two. State officials say more 

than 200 thousand 

registered snowmobiles 

travel Wisconsin’s 25 



thousand miles of groomed 

trails each winter. Last 

year’s record low number 

of fatalities were due mostly 

to bad weather conditions 

for snowmobiling. Five 

deaths this year have been 

due to ice and open water. 

The DNR fears that number 

could go up as spring 

continues. 

 

The Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Office and School District of 

Rhinelander, play host to 

law enforcement training 

sessions next week at the 

High School. It’s spring 

break and the three day 

sessions are part of the 

district’s continuing effort to 

ensure the safety of 

students and staff during a 

crisis situation.  Participating 

agencies include the WI 

State Patrol, Marathon 

County Sheriff’s office, 

Rhinelander, Woodruff and 

Three Lakes Police 



departments, among others 

and the Nicolet college 

criminal justice program.  A 

federal grant, awarded in 

2011, funds the training. 

 

Construction is expected 

soon for the newest portions 

of the Manitowish Waters 

Bike Trail system.  The next 

two phases, from Red 

Feather Road to North 

Lakeland School should 

begin as soon as the frost is 

out of the ground.  Some 

maintenance on the 

existing trail is also planned.  

Private donations have 

been funding the projects, 

with the ultimate goal of 

connecting with trails in 

Boulder Junction and 

Sayner.   

 

 
Woodruff town board makes 
decision News 3/28/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

Months of public input and 

study came to an end with 

a decision from the 

Woodruff Town Board.  On 

a 4-1 vote, the board 



denied a conditional use 

permit to Ministry Health 

Care to house the Spirit 2 

helicopter in the town.  

Presently, it flies out of the 

Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airport.  Ministry was 

attempting to move the 

service to Woodruff 

because of the speed 

needed during 

emergencies.  Area 

residents were concerned, 

mostly about the noise 

created by the aircraft, 

potentially at all hours of 

the day.  The measure will 

now be reviewed by the 

county’s zoning committee. 

The prolonged winter in the 

north will have an effect on 

allergy suffers.  Doctors say 

once the warmer 

temperatures arrive, 

everything will bloom and 

grow and once and that 

could cause problems.  

Health experts advise 

people not to wait for 



symptoms to develop and 

begin taking medications 

now to build up a 

resistance.  They stress 

many treatments take a 

long time to work, so best to 

start sooner than later.  They 

also say if you’re congested 

for more than a week, it’s 

most likely allergies and not 

a cold. 

It will be at least another 

year before Wisconsin 

hunters can hunt elk in 

Wisconsin. State wildlife 

officials say the herd is still 

too small and fragile to 

implement a statewide elk 

hunt. Wisconsin law 

prohibits elk hunting until 

that herd includes more 

than 200. That could have 

come this year, but DNR 

biologists say lack of food, 

vehicle kills and predators 

have limited the herd’s 

growth. The DNR board 

may authorize a plan to 

import more animals over 



the next few years. 
 

 
Lac Du Flambeau charged in 
felony theft News 3/28/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

Randy Hoenisch served as 

Marathon county’s sheriff 

more than a dozen years, 

but retired last week and 

the search is on for his 

replacement.  The 

governor’s office is taking 

applications and is 

expected to appoint 

someone to the position in 

about a month.  Currently 

the chief deputy is in 

charge but cannot fulfill all 

the duties of the sheriff.  

Hoenish left the department 

after investigations into his 

lack of showing up for work 

among other things over 

the last year.  Applications 

are being accepted until 

April 13th.   

 

Two more Lac du Flambeau 

women are charged with 

felony theft in connection 

with large-scale attempted 



retail thefts at the 

Rhinelander Wal Mart last 

December.  24 year old 

Charlie Sunn and 37 year 

old Paula Christensen were 

ther when two juveniles 

were caught trying to push 

a shopping cart out the 

store with more than 14-

hundred dollars worth of 

merchandise they didn’t 

pay for, and it wasn’t the 

first time.  Nearly $14-

thousand dollars worth of 

merchandise has been 

recovered.  Police report 

some of the suspects have 

ties to the Sovereign Nation 

Warriors gang in Lac du 

Flambeau and there could 

be as many as 20 people 

committing similar crimes. 

A big change in the labor 

picture in Michigan 

occurred at midnight.  

Workers can now choose 

not to financially support 

unions that bargain on their 

behalf under a new right-



to-work law.    Union 

organizers were asking 

people to wear red today 

to protest Michigan 

becoming the 24th right-to-

work state, what they call a 

once unthinkable change 

in a place where organized 

labor has played a central 

role. 
 

 
Gov. Walker makes a swing 
through northern Wisconsin  News 3/29/13 601a,701a,801a 1:30 

The Governor made a 

swing through Northern 

Wisconsin yesterday, 

stopping in Rhinelander to 

bolster his message the 

state can continue to 

compete worldwide.  

Stopping at HyPro 

Incorporated, Walker 

referenced the state flag as 

a symbol of manufacturing 

and agriculture and said 

they’re both a proud part 

of our heritage.  He 

touched on the expansion 

of HyPro, expecting to add 

over 80 jobs and the 

pending sale of the Wausau 

Paper Company mills, 



saying the state will do 

everything in its power to 

make sure jobs stay and 

ultimately grow in the North. 

Until November traffic will 

be slowed between 

Minocqua and Woodruff on 

Hwy 51.  Utilitiy work 

alongside the highway limits 

traffic to one lane in each 

direction from the water 

tower on the island north tor 

Rogers Street.  Actual 

construction begins 

Monday but the rerouting 

began yesterday.  The 

project includes repaving 

five lanes and adding a 

bike lane and larger 

sidewalk.   

The Wisconsin Government 

Accountability Board 

projects voter turnout for 

next Tuesday’s election at 

about 20 percent. Voters 

will decide on local issues 

plus statewide races for 

Supreme Court justice and 

state Superintendent of 



Public Instruction. More 

than 95 hundred 

candidates are running for 

67 hundred state and local 

offices. There are also votes 

on 76 referendums. Twenty 

percent would be about 

normal for a spring election. 

Two years ago the turnout 

reached 34 percent, but 

that vote came at the peak 

of the Capitol protests.   

In sports, Marquette 

advances to the Elite 8 for 

the first time nine years with 

a 71-61 upset of Miami last 

night.  Ohio State, Syracuse 

and Wichita State also won. 
 

 
Marathon Co. correctional 
officer assaulted News 3/29/13 1201p,520p 1:30 

A Marathon County 

correctional officer is said to 

be fighting for her life after 

a brutal assault Wednesday 

in the county jail. The officer 

has not been identified, nor 

has her attacker. A news 

release issued by the 

sheriff’s office yesterday 

said the inmate hit a female 

correctional officer in the 



head with his fist before 

hurting a second officer 

during the fight which 

followed. The incident 

happened during the noon 

how when correctional 

officers entered a cellblock 

to take what was called 

corrective action. The 

inmate involved became 

combative and attacked 

the victim while she was 

trying to move all of the 

inmates to their individual 

cells. Both injured officers 

were taken to a Wausau 

hospital. One was treated 

and released.  A news 

conference is set for 

Tuesday on the incident. 

While the snowmobile 

season in the north took its 

time developing this year, 

the strong finish was 

considered too little too 

late by many businesses.  

Many business owners say 

while the last two months 

were strong they didn’t 



offset losses in December 

and January.  What was a 

big positive were many first 

time visitors that 

experienced spectacular 

riding conditions and that, 

according to business 

owners, will bring them 

back.  The state trail system 

shuts down Sunday. 

Speaking of weather, 

maple syrup producers in 

the state are looking 

forward to a good crop.  

After last year’s warm 

weather devastated syrup 

production, this year’s 

outlook is right on target.  

The tree tapping runs into 

mid-April typically and while 

it may not be a record 

setter, the season should be 

a good one. 
 

 

 

     


