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Section I. Issues.

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing 
our community in this quarter:

A. Community Enrichment and Improvement: Activities and events that enrich 
and/or improve the lives of community members, such as the arts, recreational 
and entertainment activities and essential community resources. 

B. Health: Health issues and initiatives in our area. 

C. Government: Providing the listening public with transparency in government 
by interviewing elected officials as well as government staffers on their activities 
and on local topics and issues. 

D. Education: Area schools, colleges and other organizations that promote and 
deliver education to the community, as well as issues that affect the educational 
opportunities in the area.

E. Environment: Programs and initiatives that address environmental and 
natural resources concerns.

F. Safety: Safety issues and initiatives in our area.

Section II. Responsive Programs

The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above 
referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out below.



A. COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT & IMPROVEMENT

“Chat About”—Air Date 4/5/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Ashley Lyseng, from Support Within Reach, discusses upcoming 
fundraisers during Sexual Violence Awareness Month (April). Support Within 
Reach serves six counties and is a sexual violence resource center, providing 
victims of sex trafficking, stalking, harassment and assault with resources, such 
as legal advocacy. Discussion ensued on the prevalence of sexual violence in 
American Indian communities and in all communities, the difficulty of reporting 
the crime and proving the case in court, the nationwide “Me Too” movement, and 
the importance of teaching young people about consent. 
Program Length: 16:32

“Chat About”—Air Date 4/24/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Mary Mitchell, director, and Larry Voltz, farm committee member, from the 
Bemidji Community Food Shelf discuss the nonprofit organization. March was 
“Foodshare Month,” and the BCFS surpassed their goal of $100,000. The farm is 
managed by committee, and provides fresh produce to needy families. Crops this 
year include tomatoes, peppers, strawberries, potatoes, onions, carrots and 
beans. Not all the available land will be used this year because of a lack of help. 
BCFS is always looking for volunteers for both the farm and the warehouse.
Program Length: 16:52

“Chat About”—Air Date 5/30/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Ardell Larson, owner of “Kick’n Up Kountry” music festival in Karlstad, 
discusses the upcoming 16th Annual event June 12-15. Larson discusses how 
she wanted to bring the event, filled with country music acts, in northwestern 
Minnesota. Larson began a fundraiser to help kids with cancer, providing them 
with limo rides from a Thief River Falls Hotel to get the “rock star treatment” at 
the festival, with food, meet and greets with the artists, new clothes and front row 
seats; and everything is provided free by the “Hopes, Dreams and Smiles” the 
non-profit organization associated with Kick’n Up Kountry. 
Program Length: 13:47
“Chat About”—Air Date 6/7/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Mur Gilman and Diane Pitman discuss the upcoming “Loop the Lake” 
bicycle festival on June 15th in Bemidji. Groups, families and individuals can 
bicycle around Lake Bemidji and stop for food and music along the way. Gilman 
and Pitman run through the day’s itinerary and events.  
Program Length: 9:57

B. HEALTH



“Chat About”—Air Date 4/25/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Sanford Pediatrics staffers Lisa Johnson and Colleen Swank discuss the 
“reach out and read” program, offered to children six months to five-years-old, 
where pediatricians give books during the check-ups. Program helps parents to 
begin reading to their children at 6 months old, and to show them the importance 
of that type of daily routine. Reading to children aids in brain development and 
literacy by the time they start kindergarten. 
Program Length: 12:08

“Chat About”—Air Date 5/14/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Kelly Brevig and Gary Russell, from Evergreen Youth and Family 
Services, discuss Mental Health awareness month. Russell discusses a 
“paradigm shift” in the approach of treating mental health in young people, called 
Adverse Childhood Experiences, or ACEs. Studies linked shorter life expectancy, 
health problems, to high scores on ACEs. ACEs can be neglect, abuse, parental 
incarceration or chemical dependency and other childhood traumas that create 
toxic stress. Evergreen provides an emergency youth shelter as well as a drop in 
center for at-risk youth. 
Program Length: 21:06

“Chat About”—Air Date 6/13/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Dr. Mark Dwyer, ophthalmologist, discusses cataracts and treatment 
options available. Dr. Dwyer also says to always wear protective eyewear when 
lighting fireworks, doing lawn work such as mowing and weed whipping, and 
other activities where ricochets and projectiles are a concern. Cataracts, the 
clouding of the lens, can happen to anyone who lives long enough, with no exact 
cause known. Sanford Health will soon host a seminar on new cataract treatment 
options available, with Dr. Dwyer presenting.
Program Length: 15:43

C. GOVERNMENT

“Chat About”—Air Date 4/10/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Casey Mai, planning director for the Greater Bemidji Area Joint Planning 
Board, discusses construction in the local area. Items discussed include rezoning 
request for “Loonesota” property in the city of Bemidji, and an annexation 
request; the JPB’s comprehensive plan for the next 20 years; an amended fee 
schedule, which includes adding a permit and a fee for temporary storage 
containers. 
Program Length: 8:45

“Chat About”—Air Date 5/7/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Beltrami County Commissioner Jim Lucachick previews agenda for the 



meetings held later that day. Items discussed include an update on the Beltrami 
County Historical Society; 2018 Federal Emergency Management Declaration 
update, relating to the storms last summer; a joint powers agreement for law 
enforcement agencies as it concerns nationally exploited juveniles and children 
such as child pornography and sex trafficking; a monthly report on the Beltrami 
County Jail and a discussion on the sentence to serve program at the jail that 
was terminated; and the 2020 Census report, where Minnesota could potentially 
lose a congressional seat and an electoral vote. 
Program Length: 20:29

“Chat About”—Air Date 6/3/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji City Councilor Mike Beard previews the meeting of the Bemidji 
City Council later that evening. Beard discusses the conversations around Visit 
Bemidji, where some city council members would like to reconfigure the board of 
directors and possibly absorb Visit Bemidji as a city committee, which was met 
with some community upset. The Visit Bemidji executive director is retiring, and a 
new director is being vetted. Items for the city council’s meeting include the 
Bemidji Bird City Annual Report; the council considering awarding a bids for 
storm sewer, water main projects. Beard discusses an update on the attempt to 
find a new well that isn’t contaminated with PFCs, like all of the city’s other wells 
have been found to be.
Program Length: 13:51

D. EDUCATION

“Chat About”—Air Date 4/15/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji Area Schools Superintendent Tim Lutz and Bemidji School Board 
Member Anne Long Voelkner preview the meeting of the school board. The 
board will meet with local legislators to discuss some concerns with funding, such 
as the transportation shortfall and the increase in charter schools in the area. 
Bemidji has a sparse and large school district, which makes transportation costly, 
unlike metro school districts where they actually make money from the state’s 
transportation formula. Charter schools take per-pupil money away from school 
districts, and yet districts are still required to provide transportation to charter 
students. 
Program Length: 24:06

“Chat About”—Air Date 4/17/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Northwest Technical College’s Sarah Behrens discusses school and 
industry partnerships. Behrens builds relationships with area high schools to 
have students explore career and technical education programs at NTC. Behrens 



discusses the benefits of a 2-year technical degree, which include fewer student 
loans, greater job opportunities and less time in school. Behrens also previews 
some camps available to middle and high school students for the summer. 
Program Length: 9:10

“Chat About”—Air Date 5/1/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji State University and Northwest Technical College president Dr. 
Faith C. Hensrud visits as the Spring Semester wraps up and the Centennial 
Commencement ceremony preparations are underway. Hagg-Sauer Hall, a 
large, old academic hall built below the water table in the 1970s on the BSU 
campus, will be torn down this summer and replaced with a modern facility. 
Hensrud discusses the issues of the building, built at a time where buildings were 
built rapidly and not very well, including accessibility concerns and water issues; 
and previews what the new, smaller building will entail, which includes moving 
professors out of office space there and spreading them across campus.
Program Length: 20:45

E. ENVIRONMENT

“Chat About”—Air Date 4/3/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bruce Anspach, Aquatic Invasive Species lake technician with Beltrami 
County Environmental Services Department, speaks about AIS concerns for 
northern Minnesota lakes. Anspach describes an invasive species as a foreign 
species (as in non-native) that causes problems. Zebra mussel veligers (young) 
were recently found in Upper Red Lake, a destination walleye lake, and adult 
zebra mussels in Lake Bemidji attached to a dock. Zebra mussels can drastically 
alter the environment of a lake by filtering the tiny organisms from the water that 
are the base of the food web. Other infested waters in Beltrami County include 
Blackduck, Wolf Lake chain. Starry stonewort was recently found in Wolf Lake, 
which was already infested with zebra mussels. Multiple invasive species in a 
lake can compound the lake’s issues. Faucet snails, another invasive species, 
can kill waterfowl with a parasite within them that burrows out of the animal’s 
intestine, causing them to hemorrhage and bleed to death. 
Program Length: 10:51

“Chat About”—Air Date 5/3/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Marty Cobenais, from the Sierra Club and Rita Chamberlain, from MN 
350, discuss the environmentalists’ objections to the replacement of Enbridge’s 
Line 3, which is currently going through regulatory processes and court appeals. 
The argument against its replacement include the disproportionate impact of 
transportation through treaty territory, which include hunting lands and wild rice 
lakes; how the extraction process of tar sands oil affects the air and water. 
Cobenais says Clearwater County is one of the poorest counties in the state, but 
they receive a lot of revenue from Enbridge by having several pipelines running 



through it, making it difficult for counties to turn down that income. Cobenais also 
says the pipeline is unnecessary and the oil transported would be solely used for 
export. 
Program Length: 19:32

“Chat About”—Air Date 6/19/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: John Mathisen and Kris Tolman discuss events for National Bald Eagle 
Day. Mathisen, a retired naturalist and biologist from the Chippewa National 
Forest, did pioneering work that brought a resounding comeback of the Bald 
Eagle population in the 1960s. Several factors made eagles go away, such as 
lead shot and lead fishing lures, DDT, deforestation and habitat loss. Eagles are 
opportunistic carnivores, not really the best hunters, so items that are left in 
carrion such as lead shot can be hazardous to an eagle that comes along to feed 
on it. Eagles can live up to 40 years in the wild. Eagles used to migrate in the 
winter, but Mathisen says nowadays they stick around all winter, which he says 
may be caused by global warming; lakes aren’t as hard frozen as they used to 
be.
Program Length: 16:18

F. SAFETY

“Chat About”—Air Date 4/12/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji Fire Chief David Hoefer and Department of Natural Resources 
forester Ben Yang discuss spring burning concerns. Dry fuels, such as grasses, 
which burn quickly under the right conditions, cause high fire danger in spring. 
Debris burning is possible during this time of year, but burning permits are 
required until fire dangers get very high with burning restrictions. “Green up” in 
late May, where all the leaves on the trees are green and lawns need mowing, 
indicates the end of the high fire dangers. Wildfire concerns were also discussed, 
as this region of Minnesota would periodically go up in flames naturally before 
western colonization. Biggest fires tend to be in May, when there are lots of dry 
fuels in the wooded areas. Prescribed burns are used to mitigate the risk of a 
large wildfire. 
Program Length: 23:32

“Chat About”—Air Date 5/27/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Minnesota Department of Transportation communications director TJ 
Melcher discusses the proposed Highway 197 project that will come in five to 
eight years. The proposal includes the reconstruction of Highway 197, Bemidji’s 
main business corridor, which has stirred significant controversy and MnDOT’s 
most favored alternative includes constructing six roundabouts along the four-
lane thoroughfare. TJ discusses the benefits of roundabouts over traffic signals, 
such as the reduction of injury crashes and the continuous flow of traffic. The 
project also includes pedestrian, disability and bicyclist access upgrades. The 



two-mile corridor has seen hundreds of crashes over the past five years, with 
several injuries, some of them being life altering. Traffic is projected to increase 
over the next ten years, which could lead to 30-40 percent increases in crashes. 
The middle turn lane on the highway is believed to be the cause of many of the 
crashes. 
Program Length: 26:23

“Chat About”—Air Date 6/24/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Holly Kastriewski from the Department of Public Safety and Lieutenant 
Brad Noland from the Minnesota State Patrol discuss the “Toward Zero Deaths” 
initiative, which aims to eliminate people dying on Minnesota’s roads. The 
initiative combines efforts of the Department of Public Safety, Minnesota 
Department of Transportation and the Minnesota Department of Health to 
promote safe driving and the smart engineering of roads. Speed, not wearing 
seat belts, distractions and driving under the influence are each factors of unsafe 
driving. Summer months are considered the 100 deadliest days on Minnesota 
roads. There are more people on the roads, kids are out of schools; fatal and 
serious injury crashes happen in the summer because people aren’t thinking 
about the roads, versus Minnesotans driving on winter roads. 
Program Length: 17:34


