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Section I. Issues.

The station has identified the following issues as significant issues facing 
our community in this quarter:

A. Community Enrichment and Improvement: Activities and events that enrich 
and/or improve the lives of community members, such as the arts, recreational 
and entertainment activities and essential community resources. 

B. Health: Health issues and initiatives in our area. 

C. Government: Providing the listening public with transparency in government 
by interviewing elected officials as well as government staffers on their activities 
and on local topics and issues. 

D. Education: Area schools, colleges and other organizations that promote and 
deliver education to the community, as well as issues that affect the educational 
opportunities in the area.

E. Children and Youth: Programs and initiatives that address unique issues that 
children, especially the disadvantaged, face. 

F. Safety: Safety issues in the community, and law enforcement and nonprofit 
group responses. 

Section II. Responsive Programs



The station has broadcast programming dealing with each of the above 
referenced issues. Programming dealing with each issue is set out below.

A. COMMUNITY ENRICHMENT & IMPROVEMENT

“Chat About”—Air Date 8/16/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Sue Bruns and Cate Belleveau discuss a Beltrami County Historical 
Center event, celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Women’s Suffrage in the 
United States on August 18th. The activities are free for children with minimal 
admission for adults, and include a re-enactment of a Women’s Suffrage march, 
with actors impersonating notable suffragettes. Discussion also took place on the 
history of women’s right to vote and the long road it took to get there before 
1919.  
Program Length: 14:03

“Chat About”—Air Date 8/27/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Kathy Marchand, LaRee Bahr and Deb Ostman discuss events at the 
newly renovated Carnegie Library. Two tenants have moved into the building to 
offset some of the renovation costs: the Bemidji Jaycees and a consulting firm. 
The upstairs portion will be available for rent through the City of Bemidji’s parks & 
rec department, and events such as “Storytime” for small children will be held 
weekly. 
Program Length: 20:50

“Chat About”—Air Date 9/6/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Chat About sponsor Charlie Ward from Higgins Heating, Air Conditioning 
and Refrigeration, discusses “Heat Up Minnesota,” now known as “Feel the 
Love.” The initiative gives furnaces to families in need, such as women with 
husbands deployed, elderly people with wood stoves. The initiative is done via 
nominations from community members, and Lennox donates the furnace, and 
Higgins donates other parts, and Higgins employees donate their time. 
Program Length: 10:00

“Chat About”—Air Date 9/25/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Mary Mitchell, director, and Deb Dilley, with the U of M Extension, discuss 
initiatives at Bemidji Community Food Shelf. BCFS is now a Super Shelf 
designee, which means customers receive more nutritious, better quality food. 
The program began in the Minnesota metro area, with 40 food shelves in the 
state being Super Shelves. The program receives funding from the U.S.D.A. via 
SNAP, or supplemental nutritional assistance program. The Super Shelves have 
a greater variety of food with a focus on fresh produce, and allows customers to 
shop for themselves. The BCFS recently had a remodel with fresh paint to make 
it more inviting and more like a grocery store.   



Program Length: 16:28

B. HEALTH

“Chat About”—Air Date 7/25/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Nicole Hassebroek discusses Palliative Care available at Sanford Health 
Bemidji.  Palliative care includes a host of team members such as an internal 
medicine expert, a social worker and a chaplain, as well as other various medical 
professionals. Palliative care is for those with a chronic illness such as lung 
disease or cancer. Palliative care helps coordinate care for those suffering with 
chronic illness, and how to improve quality of life for these patients. 
Program Length: 7:43

“Chat About”—Air Date 9/12/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Amy Martin, OBGYN nurse and PETAL coordinator, discusses “A Walk to 
Remember.” PETAL stands for parents embracing time after loss, a bereavement 
program for parents going through miscarriage, SIDS, stillborn and newborn 
death. Last year, 43 of these types of deaths happened in the hospital, and the 
year before had about 75. Martin discusses research done and theories 
presented on why SIDS, or sudden infant death syndrome, happens so often. 
Back to sleep for infants was also discussed, which minimizes obstructions to an 
infant’s breathing. The Walk to Remember is an event to support these parents, 
and includes a memorial tree planting ceremony. 
Program Length: 9:49

“Chat About”—Air Date 9/26/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Jake Messer, exercise specialist at Sanford Bemidji, discusses Sanford 
Wellness programs. These programs include outreach at the Blue Ox Marathon. 
Messer discusses the benefits of exercise programs and tips for training for a 
marathon. 
Program Length: 12:44

C. GOVERNMENT

“Chat About”—Air Date 8/6/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji City Councilor for Ward 1 Michael Meehlhause previews the 
agenda for the upcoming city council meeting. City business includes reports on 
the 2018 audit, considering Carnegie lease agreements with the Bemidji Jaycees 
and Great North Counseling, a memorandum of understanding between the city 
and the Rotary Club for a natural play place for North Country Park, and an 
evacuation plan for a mobile home park. Discussion also veered to the city’s 
water supply about the PFAs chemicals in the city’s wells, and long and short-
term solutions. The city will invest in a temporary water treatment plant, and 
ultimately a long-term water treatment plant.
Program Length: 9:23



“Chat About”—Air Date 8/20/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Beltrami County Commissioner Richard Anderson discusses upcoming 
board meeting. The county board will hear from Greater Bemidji, a local 
economic engine; a corner remonumentation, which cleans up plot lines 
throughout the county, where some haven’t been done in over 100 years; and a 
veterans service staff change. The board also will hear the 2018 audit, and 
discuss the upcoming budget for 2020.
Program Length: 9:45

“Chat About”—Air Date 9/11/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Greater Bemidji Area Joint Planning Director Casey Mai previews agenda 
for upcoming board meeting. Items on the agenda include five variance requests: 
one for Northern Township to demo a cabin to construct a new, year-round 
home; a variance extension for a lot subdivision; and three others to build on 
substandard lots, which are common in this area. 
Program Length: 17:27

D. EDUCATION

“Chat About”—Air Date 8/19/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bemidji Area Schools Superintendent Tim Lutz and Bemidji School Board 
Member Sara Young preview agenda of upcoming school board meeting. Items 
on the agenda include: a spotlight presentation for “Student’s First,” a mentoring 
program for kids in grades 7 and up which is always seeking more volunteers; a 
revised tobacco-free environment policy to include e-cigarette language; a new 
policy that allows a school resource or peace officer to remove students with 
IEPs, or individualized education plans for students who need more support, from 
the classroom; a reading of a curriculum policy; a staff development update; and 
the superintendent’s evaluation summary 
Program Length: 16:39

“Chat About”—Air Date 8/28/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Northwest Technical College and Bemidji State University president Dr. 
Faith C. Hensrud discusses the goings-on of the higher education institutions. 
Hagg-Sauer Hall is currently being reconstructed; the old building was recently 
razed and a groundbreaking ceremony announced for the middle of September. 
At NTC, a renovation is underway for the student success center. NTC has a 
new HVAC and commercial refrigeration program, and BSU has a new 
indigenous environmental studies program. BSU’s centennial celebration will 
wrap up with Homecoming 2019, with a new tradition with the lighting of the 
homecoming hearth. 
Program Length: 14:25

“Chat About”—Air Date 9/23/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Red Lake Schools Superintendent Mindy Crawley discusses Red Lake 



Schools. Crawley describes it as very unique, as it is located completely within 
the boundaries of the Red Lake reservation. It’s funded through the state and 
must follow all their rules and regulations, but the district cannot levy taxes to 
residents due to treaty rights. There’s a K-8 building in Ponemah; an elementary 
school in Red Lake, which will be attached to a kindergarten center; a high 
school with 700 students for grades 6-12. The school offers unique opportunities 
such as wild rice harvesting, incorporating those cultural elements into regular 
school curriculum. 
Program Length: 12:52

E. CHILDREN AND YOUTH

“Chat About”—Air Date 7/30/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Kim Anderson and Heather Peterson from North Homes Family and 
Children services discuss foster care needs in the community. North Homes 
provides a lot of placement and licensing for foster families, among other 
services, such as chemical dependency services and mental health services in 
both their office and in Bemidji area schools. Bemidji has a great need for more 
foster parents and foster homes. 
Program Length: 16:43

“Chat About”—Air Date 8/26/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Ben Rudrud and Scott Doss discuss RIPL program. The acronym stands 
for Relational Impactful Preventative Leadership, which focuses on building 
positive relations in our schools. Rudrud has law enforcement experience and 
Doss has an education background. The RIPL program focuses on building 
healthier cultures in the school environment through trainings. Over 35 school 
districts have participated in this program, primarily in Minnesota, with a training 
scheduled for Bemidji Area Schools. Bullying and other difficult topics are 
addressed. 
Program Length: 17:26
 
“Chat About”—Air Date 8/29/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Kelly Brevig from Evergreen’s Youth and Family Services discusses 
upcoming Walk/Run/Skate for Suicide Prevention. The Suicide Prevention 
program at Evergreen includes training teenagers on how to identify warning 
signs and get the right help for their troubled friends. Brevig discusses ways to 
keep people safe, such as locking up prescription medications and firearms, and 
the importance of having these difficult conversations to save lives. 
Program Length: 22:42

F. SAFETY

“Chat About”—Air Date 7/22/19 at 12:15 p.m.



Topic: Michael Pittman from Support Within Reach discusses Human 
Trafficking.  SWR is a sexual violence resource center across northern 
Minnesota, which does advocacy work and trainings for workplaces and other 
organizations. Human trafficking is described as the use of another human being 
for personal gain, which could be labor, sex, exploitation, etc. Traffickers can be 
a parent or a significant other, and a person who capitalizes on the need of their 
victims, which could be food, drugs, or shelter. 
Program Length: 11:21

“Chat About”—Air Date 8/30/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Bryce Volbrecht, DNR conservation officer, discusses bear and small 
game hunting seasons. Volbrecht discusses standard safety procedures for 
hunting, as well as a refresher on regulations for these types of game.
Program Length: 9:07

“Chat About”—Air Date 9/30/19 at 12:15 p.m.
Topic: Erin Schneider from the NOrthwoods Battered Women’s Shelter 
discusses October as being “Domestic Violence Awareness Month.” Schneider 
describes domestic violence and how it impacts an entire community, not just the 
intimate partners. Schneider discusses upcoming events, and the rebranding of 
the Minnesota Coalition for Battered Women, to Violence Free Minnesota. The 
2018 Femicide report, a report of some of those killed as a result of domestic 
violence in the state, is also expected to be released in the coming days. The 
NBWS is currently raising money to build a new facility, as they had to turn away 
over 600 requests for shelter last year.
Program Length: 14:39


