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CORE ISSUES 

ABC7 gave significant coverage to the following community issues and concerns arising in the 
third quarter of 2021: 

1. Health

2. Community

3. Public Safety and Crime

4. Politics 

The station’s coverage of these core issues is detailed in the next section of this report. 



ABC7 - CORE ISSUES COVERAGE 
3rd Quarter 

HEALTH
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jul  1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Sep 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. 
Total Coverage:   1 Day 6 Hours 52 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News covered the various health topics of interest to its Southern California 
audience.  As debates continued on about masking and vaccine policies regarding COVID-19, a 
strain of the coronavirus known as the delta variant also dominated health headlines in third 
quarter of 2021.

ABC7 has continued to inform viewers on all aspects of COVID-19.  Viewers learned of the 
various new strains of the coronavirus that were appearing throughout the world, with the most 
prolific one to date being the delta variant. First detected in the United States in March of 2020, the 
delta variant had spread to over 163 countries by the end of August 2021, and was identified 
by World Health Organization (WHO) as the dominant strain globally.  The delta variant is highly 
transmissible compared to earlier COVID variants, and had more than 80% of new COVID cases 
attributed to it, with severe cases primarily among unvaccinated people.  In July, COVID numbers 
locally and across the country surged from cases to hospitalizations. 

The delta variant also led to a surge in infections among young children because of its more 
contagious nature. During the summer, hospitals across the country saw a rise in cases on average 
admitting more than 365 kids every day, the highest level since the start of pandemic. There was a 
record-high of nearly 2400 children who were hospitalized. In LA County, the data showed five to 
eleven-year-olds having the highest case rate. They are not yet eligible for a vaccine. Twelve to 
seventeen-year-olds were not far behind. Numbers for kids were three times the rate for those 
eighty and older and twice the rate for those ages fifty to sixty-four.  

As of the end of September 2021, FDA advisers still have not approved vaccine shots for children 
under the age of twelve, but were recommending Pfizer booster shots for people sixty-five and 
older and those at severe risk of catching COVID-19. The recommendation came, however, just 
after the committee voted against approving boosters for all people sixteen and older.  Moderna 
also submitted data to the FDA, but has not yet received approval by the end of third quarter.

Eyewitness News reported that California Governor Gavin Newsom and California health officials 
had announced a vaccine verification and testing program to be implemented for all state 
employees and health care workers starting in August 2021.  Workers needed to have evidence of 
vaccination by August 2nd. Any state employees who remained unvaccinated would have to 
undergo mandated COVID-19 testing and wear masks.  The new vaccination verification program 
applied to health care workers too. If health care workers did not vaccinate, they would be subject 
to testing two times per week. There were also recommendations for unvaccinated workers to wear 
N95 masks.  Vaccine mandates do allow for medical and religious exemptions.



HEALTH (continued)

Governor Newsom also announced that the state would require COVID-19 vaccines for all school 
children ages twelve to seventeen once the FDA grants full approval, becoming the first state in the 
country to move forward on mandating vaccines for school children. The mandate would not be 
implemented earlier than January 2022, when the next school term starts, and could come as late as 
July 2022, depending on when the FDA gives full approval for vaccines for kids under sixteen 
years old. But Newsom encouraged local districts to move more quickly if they see fit.

Locally, the Los Angeles Unified School District's Board of Education moved up the governor’s 
time table and had approved a requirement for most students to be vaccinated against COVID to 
attend in-person classes. The plan required students ages twelve and older who take part in 
extracurricular programs to have their first dose by October third 2021, and their second no later 
than October 31st. All other students ages twelve and up are required to receive their first dose by 
November 21st, and their second by December 19th. The vaccine mandate had the support of the 
teacher unions.  All district employees must be fully vaccinated by October 15th.

But the mandate is not without controversy, and over 2,600 LAPD employees have indicated that 
they plan to pursue religious exemptions. More than 350 planned to seek medical ones. It also 
prompted a group of LAPD employees to file a federal lawsuit to challenge the vaccine, claiming 
the mandate violated constitutional rights to privacy and due process. LA City Attorney Mike 
Feuer said he would fight lawsuit and would win, saying that it was much more of a political 
statement than of a sound legal argument.  LAPD would not comment on pending litigation. By 
the end of September, only 60% of the LAPD's workforce had been vaccinated.  A study by the 
National Law Enforcement Officer Memorial Fund shows COVID-related fatalities were the 
single-highest cause of officer line-of-duty deaths in 2020, and they continue to be in 2021.

Eyewitness News informed its audience that in September 2021, LA County had also imposed new 
vaccine mandates for outdoor mega-events of 10,000 people or more. Attendees are required to 
show proof of vaccination or a negative COVID test within 72 hours of attending the event. The 
county also requires proof of vaccination for all customers and employees in indoor portions of 
bars, wineries, breweries, nightclubs and lounges.  The vaccination and testing requirement for 
outdoor mega-events -- including Dodgers, Rams and Chargers games -- will take effect October 
7. Officials said that regardless of vaccination status, a mask will still be required for mega-events.

By September 2021, California had administered forty-eight million doses of the vaccine, with 
more than 80% of people eligible for a vaccine in California receiving at least one dose.  In Los 
Angeles, the County reported 65% of the eligible population as being fully vaccinated. The 
increase in vaccinations was attributed to the mandate that state workers and teachers were 
required to get vaccinated or tested weekly.



COMMUNITY
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jul 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.  Sep 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 
15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30. 
Total Coverage:  1 Day 13 Hours 34 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News reported on community happenings that affected the station’s viewing area 
in the third quarter of 2021.  One area that interested Americans was the return of travel, and 
Southern Californians were no exception.  From higher gas prices to travel headaches during the 
holidays, Eyewitness News covered the impact to Southern Californians as travel slowly returned 
to being a part of American life.    

ABC7 viewers learned that Californians experienced a gas tax bump of .06 cents effective in the 
beginning of July, making the gas tax rise to more than 51cents a gallon, the highest in the country. 
That adds up to about eight cents more to fill a typical fourteen-gallon fuel tank.  The increase was 
the result of a 2017 bill, allowing for gas taxes to increase annually to pay for road and 
bridgework. The average price of a gallon of regular gas in Los Angeles County right before the 
July 4th holiday was about $4.30, the highest price since 2014 and up $1.23 compared to the same 
time the year before.  Californians were also paying the highest price ever for gas during the Labor 
Day holiday weekend, with an average of $4.39 a gallon for regular, according to the Auto Club of 
Southern California. During the same period in 2020, the statewide average was $3.24 a gallon. 
Prices were, however, expected to drop in fourth quarter as the travel season ends and Southern 
California gas stations switch to a new less-expensive blend of gasoline.

ABC7 also covered holiday travel numbers for third quarter.  More than 92,000 people passed 
through Los Angeles International Airport the Friday before the 4th of July weekend, making it the 
airport's busiest day in the last year. Over two million people passed through TSA checkpoints 
nationwide on July 5, more than double from the same time in 2020.  Airlines for America, 
representing the largest U.S. airlines, said flights were 89% full the week before, compared to 90% 
in the same week of 2019. During the Labor Day holiday weekend, LAX saw similar numbers, 
with more than 1.5 million people traveling by air across the nation, and over 92,000 passing 
through LAX checkpoints. Some of the return was driven by passengers using flight credits from 
trips canceled during the pandemic.  Airlines that faced an uncertain future last summer were 
seeing passengers return in droves.  

ABC7 Eyewitness News also reported on an ugly side effect associated with the current travel 
situation:  unruly passengers.  As traveler numbers climbed, so did reports of air passengers 
refusing to follow crew instructions, or even turning violent.  By the end of third quarter 2020, the 
FAA said that airlines had reported 4,385 events involving rowdy passengers this year, with 73% 
of them involving passengers who refused to wear face masks, which are required on flights by 
federal rule. These incidences prompted federal officials to double the fines for people who break 
the rules requiring masks on airplanes, as well as trains and public transit. First-time offenders will 
face a potential fine of $500 to $1,000 and second-time offenders could pay $1,000 to $3,000 
under rules that the Transportation Security Administration have set. Also, because disruptive 
passengers remaining a problem for several major airlines, Delta Air Lines had asked other U.S. 
carriers to share "no fly" lists of passengers who have been banned during the pandemic because of 
their behavior. 



PUBLIC SAFETY AND CRIME
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jul 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Sep 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  1 Day 13 Hours 8 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted airtime on public safety and crime issues during the third quarter 
of 2021. Angelenos were concerned about not only the shootings that were taking place around the 
country, but especially the ones that occurred in Southern California. The other topic of interest 
involved high-profile crimes that took place in Los Angeles.

Eyewitness News followed the story of twenty-year-old Joseph Jimenez, who was accused of 
randomly shooting and killing two people inside a Corona movie theater in July of 2021.  Rylee 
Goodrich, eighteen, and Anthony Barajas, nineteen, were at a showing of "The Forever Purge" at 
the theater when they were shot in the head. Goodrich died at the scene, and Barajas, a well-known 
TikTok user, died days after being removed from life support.  Jimenez's arraignment had been 
postponed following a jailhouse interview with the Press-Enterprise in which he claimed voices in 
his head made him shoot and kill the two teens.  Jimenez told the reporter that he was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia and was not taking his medication at the time of the shooting. Officials said it 
appeared that the deadly shooting was unprovoked, and that there was no indication he knew the 
victims. Authorities also said no one involved in the crime had gang affiliations.  

ABC7 also covered the shooting in August that took place at a Shoe Palace in the Fairfax District.  
Jayren Bradford, a twenty-six-year-old store employee was shot and killed during a fight over 
shoes.  Witnesses and investigators said the incident started with a dispute over a raffle the store 
was holding over a pair of sneakers. Jayren was just arriving to work and saw a crowd arguing 
outside the store and tried to intervene. A witness said Jayren appeared to be trying to de-escalate 
the situation and was backing away when he was shot.  The suspect, a sixteen year old boy, was 
arrested, but his identity was withheld because of his age.

ABC7 viewers learned the outcome of one of the high-profile cases that took place in Los Angeles.    
In September 2021, An LA jury convicted Robert Durst of murdering his best friend twenty years 
ago in a case that took on new life after the New York real estate heir participated in a 
documentary that connected him to the slaying linked to his wife's 1982 disappearance. Durst, 
seventy-eight, was convicted of the first-degree murder of Susan Berman, who was shot at point-
blank range in the back of the head in her LA home in December 2000 as she was prepared to tell 
police how she helped cover up his wife's killing. Durst faces a likely maximum sentence of life in 
prison for first-degree murder. A prosecutor said the sentencing hearing next month would not be 
expected to take long because the mandatory sentence is spelled out in the law.

ABC7 also followed the other high-profile story of interest involving Los Angeles Dodger pitcher 
Trevor Bauer. He is accused of sexual assault by a woman who has said that Bauer choked her 
unconscious multiple times, sodomized her without consent and punched her all over her body 
over the course of two sexual encounters at his home in Pasadena, California, leaving her with 
injuries that prompted medical attention.  The Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office has 
yet to decide whether to move forward with the case.   In the meantime, Bauer will miss the 
remainder of the 2021 season and the postseason after MLB and the MLBPA agreed to extend his 
administrative leave.  Bauer has denied all allegations against him.



POLITICS
Eyewitness News. Air Dates:  Jul 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 
21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Aug 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31.   Sep 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30.
Total Coverage:  20 Hours 30 Minutes

ABC7 Eyewitness News devoted noteworthy airtime to politics during the third quarter of 2021.  
The main political topic of interest for Angelenos continued to be the recall efforts against 
California Governor Gavin Newsom, and the effects after the election.

Eyewitness News reminded viewers that the reasons stated on the recall petition had more to do 
with Governor Newsom’s stance and inaction on problems such as immigration and homelessness 
rather than his handling of the pandemic in 2020, when recall efforts resurfaced.  On September 
14, 2021, Californians voted to let Newsom keep his job, rejecting the recall ballot measure by a 
substantial margin. The state has spent $276 million in taxpayer money and when all the costs are 
added up, it is expected to exceed the $300 million mark.

ABC7 viewers learned that after the recall election, Newsom got back to work by signing 
numerous bills that seemingly addressed the issues listed on the recall petition.  On the issue of 
immigration, Newsom signed five bills aimed at expanding legal & safety protections for 
immigrant Californians. The one that got the most attention called for replacing the term “alien” in 
the California State code with the terms the "non-citizen" or "immigrant."   

Addressing the California housing crisis, Newsom signed an affordable housing bills package that 
expands and streamlines affordable housing production, strengthens accountability for local 
governments and advances equitable housing policies. One law creates a new governing body to 
dole out two billion dollars in homeless funding to local governments. Another law requires all of 
the state's school districts to identify homeless students and refer them to services.  Yet another 
law requires California to prioritize its share of federal housing money on projects that serve 
homeless people with chronic health conditions.

Eyewitness News reported on Newsom signing a bill making vote-by-mail ballots permanent.  The 
practice of sending vote-by-mail ballots to every registered voter in the state started in 2020 and 
extended through 2021, as a safety measure during the pandemic. The move makes California the 
eighth state in the country with similar legislation. The bill stipulates ballots can’t be mailed to 
anyone on a county’s inactive voter list.

But the recall election was not the only subject on Angelenos’ minds.  In early July 2021, President 
Joe Biden nominated Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti to serve as U.S. ambassador to India. If 
confirmed, Garcetti would resign and City Council President Nury Martinez would serve as acting 
mayor until the council appoints an interim mayor. His second term as mayor runs through 
December of 2022. Garcetti and councilmembers say that a special election would be too costly.  
Many have already announced their campaigns to be LA’s next mayor, including Los Angeles City 
Attorney Mike Feuer and two members of the City Council:  Kevin de León and Joe Buscaino.  
Most recently, California Democratic Representative Karen Bass entered the race. The 
67-year-old would be the first sitting House member to be elected mayor of Los Angeles since 
1953, when Representative Norris Poulson was elected. If elected, Bass would also be the city's 
first woman mayor and second Black mayor.


