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WIS TELEVISION 
COMMUNITY ISSUES LIST 

October 1 through December 31, 2020 

WIS identified the following issues as important to the public interest.  We strived 
to provide significant coverage in these areas as part of our duty defined by the 

Federal Communications Commission. 

Health Care 

• Examples: Awareness, Flu Season, West Nile virus, wellness events, celebrity fitness camps for kids, 
back-to-school vaccinations 

Economic Concerns 

• Examples:  Gas prices, gas tax, tax reassessment, parking ticket alternative payments, tax help 

Education  

• Examples: Teacher rally, SC for Ed coverage, school funding, school district expansion and 
consolidation, back-to-school stories, middle school transition 

Government  

• Examples: My Take, new laws, guns in schools, new council members, local politicians address 

national issues, changes at our military bases, robocall battle, presidential debates, city/county 

growth reports 

Local Events 

• Examples: Awareness, veterans’ events, free museum admission, sporting events, community push 
for Amber Alert changes, local roundtables, back-to-school events, Greek Festival 

Social Issues 

• Examples: Awareness, My Take, A Family for Life, road projects, downtown revitalization, Fisher 
House, School Resource Officer programs, gun control debate 

 



WIS TELEVISION 
LOCAL AND NETWORK NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

October 1 through December 31, 2020 
 
Program    Day    Time 
 
Local News: 
WIS News 10 Sunrise   Monday – Friday  4:30-7:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Sunrise on the CW Monday – Friday  7:00-9:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Midday   Monday – Friday    12:00-12:30 PM 
WIS News 10 at 4   Monday – Friday  4:00-5:00PM 
WIS News 10 at 5   Monday – Friday  5:00-6:00 PM 
WIS News 10 at 6   Monday – Sunday  6:00-6:30 PM 
WIS News 10 at 7   Monday – Friday  7:00-7:30 PM 
WIS News 10 at 10 on the CW Monday – Sunday  10:00-10:30 PM 
WIS News 10 at 11   Monday – Friday  11:00-11:35 PM 
WIS News 10 Saturday  Saturday   8:30-10:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Sunday   Sunday    7:00-8:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Sunday   Sunday    10:00-11:00 AM 
WIS News 10 at 11   Saturday & Sunday  11:00-11:30 PM 
 
All the above programs are locally produced news, presenting a mix of news, weather, sports 
and issues-related feature stories and segments.   
 
Local Public Affairs: 
Awareness    Sunday    11:00-11:30 AM 
 
Awareness is a bi-weekly locally produced program focusing on issues of interest to the minority 
community.   
 
My Take Editorials: 
WIS General Manager presents weekly segments written by our editorial board on issues of local 
and national interest. These normally air multiple times each week in our newscasts. 
 
NBC News: 
Early Today                                 Monday-Friday           4:00-4:30 AM 
 
This business news and consumer show gives viewers breaking business news and stock market 
action from the domestic and foreign exchanges. 
 
Today Show                                 Monday-Friday              7:00-10:00 AM 
Today Show       Monday-Friday  11:00 AM-Noon 
 



This four-hour network program provides the latest in international and domestic news, weather 
reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, business, media, 
entertainment and sports. WIS News 10 provides local cut-ins at various times. 
 
Weekend Today                 Saturday    7:00-8:30 AM  

Sunday    8:00-9:00 AM 
 
Weekend editions continue the “Today” tradition of covering breaking news, interviewing 
newsmakers, reporting on a variety of popular culture and human-interest stories, covering 
topics related to health and finance and presenting the latest sports and weather information. 
WIS News 10 provides local cut-in at various times. 
 
NBC Nightly News                         Monday-Sunday                      6:30-7:00 PM 
 
“NBC Nightly News” provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 
international events. It offers solution-driven programming that delves into the toughest issues 
facing our society today.  
 
Dateline NBC                                   Weekly    Various Times 
 
This network program has pioneered a unique approach to prime-time news programming with 
its multi-broadcast franchise. With this schedule, the one-hour newsmagazine enables NBC News 
to present is best reporting, investigative features, and newsmaker profiles in a consistent and 
comprehensive manner. 
 
Meet the Press                                 Sunday                                   9:00-10:00 AM 
 
This one-hour network news program consists of three interview segments with guests of 
national and international political importance, followed by an expanded roundtable discussion 
at the end of each broadcast. 

MEET THE PRESS (NBC) 

 
DATE:  Sunday, October 4 
NBC White House Correspondent Kelly O'Donnell, Trump Campaign Senior Adviser Jason Miller, Dr. Nahid Bhadelia, 
Democratic Pollster Peter Hart, Republican Pollster Nicole McCleskey, Rich Lowry, Peggy Noonan, Jennifer Palmieri 
and Jeh Johnson  
This Sunday: The president's health. The White House calls the president’s condition "very concerning," 
contradicting his doctors' upbeat public assessment. 

 
DATE:  Sunday, October 11 
Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL), Sen. Ted Cruz (R-TX), Bill Gates, co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, Hallie 
Jackson, Jake Sherman, Hugh Hewitt and Maria Teresa Kumar 
This Sunday: Political peril.  President Trump's poll numbers continue to sink after a disastrous debate performance -
- growing disdain over his handling of the coronavirus -- including the infection of many connected to the White 



House -- and his erratic behavior towards his political enemies.  With just three weeks to go, how does President 
Trump change the trajectory of this race?  

 
DATE:  Sunday, October 18 
Secretary of Health & Human Services Alex Azar, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D-MI), Dr. Michael Osterholm Director, 
Center for Infectious Disease Research & Policy, Mark Leibovich, Donna Edwards, Ashley Parker and Pat McCrory  
This Sunday: Politics and the pandemic.  With the presidential election now just two weeks away -- and Joe Biden 
leading by double digits, President Trump searching for some way to turn things around.  Even as tens of millions of 
people have already voted. Are we looking at a Biden landslide or could there be another shocking Election Night? 

 
DATE:  Sunday, October 25 
Trump Campaign Senior Adviser Corey Lewandowski, Biden Deputy Campaign Manager and Communications 
Director Kate Bedingfield, Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH), Rep. Denver Riggleman (R-VA), Amy Walter, Yamiche 
Alcindor, Mark Murray, Anna Palmer 
This Sunday: The closing arguments.  resident Trump attacking Joe Biden with false claims.  Biden strikes back --with 
a little help from his friends.  The final debate, including climate change -- and Covid giving both candidates some 
late ammunition. How safe is Biden's polling lead? Can Mr. Trump repeat his 2016 Election Night shocker? And who 
will control the Senate? My guests this morning: Kate Bedingfield from the Biden campaign, Corey Lewandowski 
from the Trump campaign, Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown of Ohio, and Republican Congressman Denver 
Riggleman of Virginia. Plus, several members of Vice President Pence's staff test positive for Covid, as daily US cases 
hit an all-time high. 

 
 
DATE:  Sunday, November 1 
NBC News Correspondents Ellison Barber, Blayne Alexander, Morgan Radford, Maura Barrett, Republican Pollster 
Bill McInturff, Public Opinion Strategies, Democratic Pollster Jeff Horwitt, Hart Research Associates, Pennsylvania 
Sec. of State Kathy Boockvar, Professor of Law at Stanford Law School Nate Persily, Kasie Hunt, Rich Lowry, Claire 
McCaskill, Kristen Welker 
This Sunday: The final days.  President Trump and Joe Biden make their closing arguments.  And go on the attack.  
The president seeking re-election during the worst Covid outbreak yet -- with cases now approaching 100,000 a day. 
 

 
DATE:  Sunday, November 8 
NBC News White House Correspondents Kristen Welker and Kelly O’Donnell, Biden Deputy Campaign Manager & 
Communications Director Kate Bedingfield, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-UT), Majority Whip Rep. Jim Clyburn (D-SC), Andrea 
Mitchell, Cornell Belcher, Peggy Noonan and David Wasserman 
This Sunday: It's Joe Biden. Celebrations break out around the country as Biden takes Pennsylvania and the 
presidency.  President Trump insists the election is not over, making baseless claims of fraud.  The president's allies 
launching lawsuits to overturn the results. 

 
DATE:  Sunday, November 15 
Dr. Michael Osterholm, Director, Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota; 
Member, Transition COVID-19 Advisory Board, Ron Klain, Chief of Staff for President-elect Biden, Gov. Asa 
Hutchinson (R-AR), Al Cardenas, Jeffrey Goldberg, María Teresa Kumar and Carol Lee  
This Sunday, no concession and a growing Covid crisis. President Trump refusing to admit defeat.  Republican allies 
reacting either with silence -- or support.  As Trump loyalists march in Washington echoing the president's false 
claims of a stolen election. The administration withholding sensitive information from President-elect Biden. 

 
 
 



DATE:  Sunday, November 22 
Rep. Cedric Richmond (D-LA), Incoming Director, White House Office of Public Engagement, Sen. Kevin Cramer (R-
ND), Moncef Slaoui, Chief Advisor, Operation Warp Speed, Hallie Jackson, John Podhoretz, Eddie Glaude Jr. and 
Anna Palmer 
This Sunday, the threat to democracy.  President Trump and his allies making baseless and dangerous claims about 
non-existent voter fraud.  The president now hoping to get Republican state legislators to overturn results and 
choose pro-Trump electors.  This morning, I'll talk to incoming Biden White House official, Congressman Cedric 
Richmond of Louisiana and Republican Senator Kevin Cramer of North Dakota.  

 
DATE: Sunday, November 29 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director, National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Admiral Mike Mullen, Former 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Kasie Hunt, Michael Eric Dyson, Hugh Hewitt and O. Kay Henderson 
This Sunday: The growing Covid crisis.  With a million people a day taking holiday flights -- and tens of millions on the 
road, new fears of a deepening Covid pandemic.  Health care workers overworked, understaffed and frustrated.  
Vaccines are on the way, but how soon? This morning my interview with Dr. Anthony Fauci. Plus transition politics. 
President-elect Biden starts forming his cabinet. 

 
 
DATE: Sunday, December 6 
Dr. Deborah Birx, White House Coronavirus Response Coordinator, Sen. Joe Manchin (D-WV), Gabriel Sterling, 
Georgia Voting Systems Implementation Manger, Kimberly Atkins, Steve Kornacki, Jeff Mason, Danielle Pletka 
This Sunday: A Covid crisis out of control.  Record hospitalizations.  Record number of cases.  Record number of 
deaths.  Health care workers overworked and falling ill.  This morning I'll talk to Dr. Deborah Birx, White House 
Coronavirus response coordinator.  

 
 
DATE: Sunday, December 13 
Dr. Francis Collins, Director, National Institutes of Health, Sen. Chris Coons (D-DE), Sen. Lamar Alexander (R-TN), 
Kristen Welker, Lanhee Chen and Matt Bai 
This Sunday: Vaccines begin rolling out of Pfizer's manufacturing facility after the FDA gives its approval.  Still, 
warnings that vaccines will come too late for too many -- as Covid cases and deaths set new records.  This morning 
I'll talk to the director of the National Institutes of Health, Francis Collins.  

 
DATE:  Sunday, December 20 
Dr. Vivek Murthy, Incoming U.S. Surgeon General, Sen. Mitt Romney (R-UT), Kyle McGowan, Former Chief of Staff, 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Amanda Campbell, Former Deputy Chief of Staff, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Hallie Jackson, Yamiche Alcindor and Rich Lowry 
This Sunday: a shot in the arm.  Americans begin receiving Pfizer's Covid vaccine.  And Moderna's vaccine is on the 
way:  But the pandemic is raging, with more than 300,000 Americans now dead.  I'll talk to the former and likely 
future Surgeon General, Vivek Murthy. 
 

 
DATE:  Sunday, December 27 
Claire McCaskill, John Sununu and Kristen Welker  
This Sunday, what kind of president will Joe Biden be? We take a look at what Joe Biden has said through the years 
and on the campaign trail. On foreign policy --domestic policy.  -- and on governing a divided America.  Our look 
back and ahead at the man who's been running for decades.  Also saying goodbye.  Our annual tribute to those we 
lost. Finally, an American tradition.  The concession -- the one speech we did not get to hear from President Trump 
this year. 

 



 
DATE:  Sunday, October 4 

Sunday, October 11 No Show due to sports 
 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
 

Columbia Urban League President JT McLawhorn discusses voter suppression efforts and ways to identify 
and combat that ahead of the November's election. We also discuss various forms of voter suppression JT 
identified from June primaries and how hopefully some of those issues would be addressed before 
November. Examples: inadequate polling staff, long lines, malfunctioning voting machines, change in 
precincts not communicated well, disabled voters not being accommodated, absentee ballot signature 
back and forth. JT also offered some solutions to address perceived problems. The president of the SC 
NAACP State Conference Brenda Murphy also discusses her organizations work in Census participation and 
increasing voter education and participation ahead of the election.    

 
 

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
10/4/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
10/11/20  11:00am    NBC Sports/No Awareness 
 
 

 
 
 
DATE:  Sunday, October 18 & 25 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 

Local GOP voice Joel Sawyer offered his thoughts on the Graham/Harris SC Senate race, much closer than 

many anticipated. SC Democratic Party Chair, Trav Robertson also offered his viewpoints and thoughts as 

well. These interviews were conducted following the first SC Senate debate. 

 

B. Narrative describing the program:  
Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 



C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
10/18/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
10/25/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
 
 

DATE:  Sunday, November 1 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A.  Narrative describing the issue and the source  

SC Election Commission's Christ Whitmire discusses all things election-related ahead of Election Day. SC 

saw record early voting turnout, high-interest due to race for president and SC Senate and because of the 

pandemic, long wait-times, state efforts to keep things running smoothly and increase access, how they 

navigated competing court rulings on absentee ballot signature requirement, difference between poll 

watchers and poll workers, specifically addressed elections issues in Richland County, SEC duty to be 

transparent and maintain public trust, addressed misinformation and disinformation and resources to fund 

trusted and verified information on voting and states elections. 

 

B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
11/1/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  Sunday, November 8 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 

Following election day, local democratic voice Antjuan Seawright discusses state of the uncalled 

presidential election in which Joe Biden was up in several uncalled, swing states.  Discussed challenges 

ahead for potential democrat president and republican-controlled senate, Supreme Court ACA arguments, 

and local SC races as there were some upsets in the SC State House. Local GOP voice Joel Sawyer also 



weighed in on election aftermath ... Trump campaign lawsuits, why/how does SC remain so red despite 

neighboring NC AND GA being more "purple," Graham's Senate win and all the money that flowed in 

leading up to election, how national races trickled down to affect SC state and local races. Jennifer Clyburn 

discussed her fathers' race against his challenger and Jaime Harrison's campaign as her father and Harrison 

are close political and personal friends and allies. 

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
11/8/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
 

 
DATE:  Sunday, November 15 & 22 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
 

Local, well-known photographer and Columbia native, Marion "Crush" Rush, selected as "artist in 
residence" at the Richland Library. Rush details the process of being selected for the role and the 
responsibilities that come along with it as he'll work to engage the community with the arts and artists 
locally and highlight resources available to all at the Richland County Library.  We also showcased a lot of 
Rush's photography as he's captured many important events and stories of importance to Columbia, SC, 
and the country. He also provided commentary on several issues and current events. Some of the topics 
discussed include King Day at the Dome in Columbia and the democratic presidential primary, The COVID19 
pandemic and the politicization of the crisis - demonstrations and protests that came along with that, 
George Floyd protests and Black Lives Matter demonstrations and protests in Columbia, the 2020 election 
results and local reaction from both sides. We also talked about lighter issues/photography he's captured 
of various festivals and events around town.  

 
 

B. Narrative describing the program:  
Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
11/15/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
12/22/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
DATE:  Sunday, November 29 & December 6 & 27 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
 

Psychologist Dr. Markesha Miller talks about the "holiday blues" and how that may be compounded this 
year by stress and even death brought on by the Covid19 pandemic.  Dr. Miller identified many reasons 
why the holidays are not a joyful time of year for everyone as many find it sad and isolating. She offered 
suggestions on how to prepare for the holidays both mental and emotionally and effective ways to cope 
throughout the holiday season. She also touched on how black people are less likely to pay attention to or 
be concerned with their mental health or see a therapist or psychologist like other groups and why those 
things are important and needs to change. 

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
11/29/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
12/6/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
12/27/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 

 
DATE:  Sunday, December 13/20 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
 

Rozzalyn Goodwin of the SC Hospital Association talks about enrollment for healthcare through the 
Affordable Care Act ahead of this year's deadline. Enrollment period once again shortened with little to no 
marketing or advertising. Goodwin talks about options and who's eligible. Goodwin also updates viewers on 
the status of the healthcare law as there have been new challenges against it and new efforts 
simultaneously to save and improve it. Goodwin also talked about enrollment in our state specifically and 
some of the challenges our state (one of a handful at this point) has in getting the maximum amount of 
people covered because SC has not expanded Medicaid. It's largely a partisan issue and Goodwin talked 
through that.  

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    



 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
12/13/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
12/20/20  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WIS EDITORIALS 

   
The following WIS editorials ran multiple times each week and were posted to wistv.com: 
 
October 1 
My Take: Watch Graham, Harrison debate ahead of election 
 
October is here and ballots are beginning to be cast for the general election. 
In South Carolina, there are many big races, but one in particular stands out. 
Three-term U.S. Sen. Lindsey Graham is in a hotly contested race with Democratic challenger Jaime Harrison. 
Polls suggest it is anyone’s contest. And both candidates have been flooding the airwaves trying to get their 
message out. 
But this Saturday, WIS is giving you the opportunity to hear from the candidates directly. 
Both Harrison and Graham will be participating in a one-hour live debate from Allen University in Columbia. 
WIS' Judi Gatson will moderate and will be joined by a panel of journalists from around the state. 
They will be asking the questions most important to you. Social, economic and health concerns are all topics are on 
the table. 
Please make plans now to join us Saturday at 8 p.m. for this all-important Decision 2020 debate. 
And Count On WIS for complete, continuing coverage all the way through election day. 
That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 
 

 
 
October 8 
My Take: A few things to keep in mind about absentee voting in SC 
 
It’s here. Absentee voting is officially underway in South Carolina. 
In just a matter of days, we have seen a record-setting number of people come out to the polls, eager to make their 
voices heard now. For many, this may be the first-time voting absentee. And, as you might expect, there are a lot of 
questions. And we want to help. 
Here are some examples of what we’re hearing from you. 
“What if someone requested to vote by mail, but now needs to vote in person?” 
Well, according to the election commission, you need to wait for your ballot to arrive in the mail. Then you can 
either fill it out and return to an election’s office in person or bring it back still empty to vote in person. 



Here’s another one: “When will I receive my mail in ballot in the mail. I mailed the application several weeks ago.” 
You can track your ballot. Just go to SCvotes.org and click check my absentee ballot. After it says your ballot was 
issued, it should only be three or four days. If it takes more than a week, call your county election office. 
“What about the ruling requiring a witness signature?” 
After much back and forth in lower courts, the Supreme Court has ruled all absentee ballots must have a witness 
signature. But people who have already sent in their ballots are exempt. And witnesses can be pretty much anyone. 
And you don’t need a notary or anything special other than the actual signature. 
So, if you plan to vote absentee, keep these points in mind. And whether it’s absentee or in person on November 
3rd, be sure to cast a ballot to have your say in the outcome of Decision 2020. 
That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 
 
 
 
October 22 
My Take: Be prepared to vote, however you cast your ballot 
 
The countdown is on. 
We are now less than two weeks away from election day and right now many of you still have questions about 
receiving your ballot. 
If you have yet to receive your absentee ballot, here’s why -- the high number of absentee voters is causing some 
delays. 
In fact, when it comes to voting in South Carolina, we are breaking records.  So far, more than 600,000 ballots have 
been returned compared to just over 500,000 in 2016. 
“That volume does create issues,” Chris Whitmire, spokesman for the SC Election Commission, said. “So, it can 
create issues and delays trying to get all the ballots out, and then it can also create issues and delays in getting those 
ballots back and getting them processed and counted.” 
So what happens if you receive a mail-in absentee ballot, but change your mind and decide to vote in person?  If you 
want to vote in person on election day, you have to return your absentee ballot to the voter registration office 
before being authorized to vote at your polling place. 
It’s important to remember that you can’t show up to your polling place on election day and request a ballot. 
The Decision 2020 page on wistv.com has the voting information that all South Carolina residents need to know, 
including ways to track your ballot, and in-person absentee voting locations and hours. 
Remember, this Saturday, Oct. 24 is the deadline to apply for a mail-in absentee ballot. In-person absentee voting is 
underway but ends November 2. 
That’s my take, what’s yours? 

 
 
October 30 
My Take: No matter the outcome of the 2020 Election, America must move forward 
 
Can you believe it? 
We’re just days away from the 2020 Election. 
The past few months, you have been bombarded with campaign ads, phone calls, and text messages from 
candidates vying for your vote. 
And this season we’ve also seen an explosion in partisan politics on social media. 
Let’s be blunt. 2020 has been as difficult and divisive a year as any in recent memory. We’ve been hit with a deadly 
pandemic and unrest and protests sparked by deadly police shootings. 
Now, we are just days away from a critical election. On November 3, we will choose our next president. Voter 
turnout could break records. At the time of this recording, more than 1 million people in South Carolina have 
already voted. 
WIS will be busy covering the elections and making sure the process is fair here in the Midlands. 
But once the dust has settled, no matter the outcome on November 3, it is time for this country to move forward. 

http://scvotes.org/
https://www.wistv.com/politics/state/


Republican or Democrat, we are all Americans. 
Nobody ever promised that democracy would be easy or that you would get exactly what you want because you live 
in a democracy. 
So on Election Day, make sure your voice is heard, but on November 4, we should all remember what it means to be 
an American. 
Let’s respect the office, the process, and most importantly, let’s respect each other. 
That’s My Take, What’s Yours. 
 
 
 
November 12 
My Take: We need to support veterans year-round 
 
As we reflect on Veterans Day, it is also a time for remembrance of all who are currently serving our nation and all 
those who have served and who continue to call the Midlands home. 
More than 400,000 United States military personnel live in South Carolina, making us the most military-friendly state 
in the nation. 
Approximately 37,000 veterans live in Richland County. 
Yet many of these American heroes are in a daily struggle to get the proper medical attention and basic life staples 
they need to live. 
That is why three years ago, WIS created United for Veterans as a means to assist veterans and their families and 
give them a better quality of life. 
As we celebrate their service to our country, let’s not forget the many sacrifices these men and women are making 
and have made. 
Please support the agencies that support veterans -- such as Harvest Hope Food Bank, which feeds veterans and 
their families every month, or make a donation to Columbia’s Fisher House, which will ultimately support critically-ill 
veterans and their families as they get treatment. 
Another way to help is to volunteer for Wreaths Across America this holiday season. 
More than 6,000 wreaths will be placed on veterans' graves at Fort Jackson National Cemetery this holiday season. 
WIS is a proud partner with all these agencies. It is through their efforts that we are able to honor veterans 
everyday, and not just on November 11th. 
That’s my take, what’s yours? 
 
 
November 19 
My Take: A salute to all frontline workers 
 
For over 50 years, the Columbia Urban League has worked relentlessly to promote financial stability and racial 
inclusion in our community. 
This week during the 53rd Annual Fund Campaign Equal Opportunity Day Dinner, the Columbia Urban League 
recognized and honored several unsung heroes who continue lifting up communities with tools and resources to 
achieve long-term success. 
From nurses, first responders, grocery store employees, and mail carriers, these essential workers help protect our 
families and keep businesses open despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 
WIS thanks all frontline workers for their selfless service. 
We also salute the Columbia Urban League for their consistent efforts to uplift minority communities and changing 
future generations for the better. 
That’s My Take, What’s yours? 
 
 
November 25 
My Take: We’re thankful 
 



2020 has been a remarkable year in many ways. 
As the pandemic continues to change our daily routines and alter family’s health and welfare, we can still find many 
reasons at this time of year to be thankful, like the freedoms we get to experience by living in the greatest country 
in the world. Despite our many differences, we are allowed by that freedom, to express and share our point of view 
and declare our allegiances without discrimination. 
So, today our message is a very simple one. 
Today, we are thankful for the United States of America, still the greatest nation in the world. 
Today, we are thankful for the healthcare workers and the scientists who continue to labor endless hours to keep us 
safe and healthy. 
Today, we are thankful for our families to be able to share our lives and that freedom with, even if it has to be virtual 
this year due to the pandemic. 
It is truly the greatest time of the year, Thanksgiving, that we come together and remember the many great 
blessings we all have. 
So, on behalf of the 94 employees of WIS, may I wish you and your family a happy, healthy, and safe Thanksgiving. 
That’s My Take, what yours? 
 
 
December 3 
My Take: Giving during the pandemic 
 
The pandemic may have changed how we celebrate the holidays, but it should not dampen our giving spirit. 
The needs for some of our local nonprofits, like Harvest Hope Food Bank and Oliver Gospel Mission, continue to 
increase while the number of donations decreases. 
The homeless population is our most vulnerable community. As winter approaches both shelter and protection 
become a big concern. 
Institutions such as Oliver Gospel Mission focuses on homeless citizens. They have operated in Columbia for 132 
years. 
Right now, their biggest need is financial support, which allows them to offer the very best programs, food, shelter, 
and Christian-centered support. Unfortunately, many families face food insecurity during the holidays. 
You can give to South Carolina’s largest food bank, Harvest Hope. Between 2018 and 2019, they served over 
686,000 families. Harvest Hope is accepting nonperishable food donations and monetary support. 
For hundreds of small business owners, the pandemic is responsible for closing their doors. Remember to support 
local businesses who depend on holiday sales to stay afloat. 
“The holiday season is always the best time of years as far as with sales, just sales in one month is double or triple 
what you can in another month.” 
And the Salvation Army’s red kettle campaign is also helping people crippled by the pandemic. You can donate at 
one of 60 kettle locations in the Midlands. 
This year, the organization aims to assist over 2,600 children celebrate Christmas with presents. 
This season is a time for us to reflect, practice gratitude, and find opportunities to be generous. 
That’s my take, what’s yours? 
 
December 11 
My Take: As COVID-19 resurges in SC, here’s How you can help 
 
The surge of new COVID-19 cases in the United States continues with no end in sight. 
The virus is breaking infection records and forcing some state leaders to reinstate lockdown measures. 
However, South Carolina is not on the list and a recent White House report paints a grim picture as cases rise in the 
state. 
South Carolina is in the red zone for cases, and also has the 24th highest positivity rate in the country at 10.1%. 
At the time of this recording, the Palmetto State has over 1,200 people in the hospital with COVID. Sadly, more than 
4,000 people have died from the virus here in South Carolina. 
State officials with the Department of Health and Environmental Control fear the number could rise. They predict 
3,000 more people in South Carolina could die by April from COVID-19 if changes are not made. 



And to highlight the seriousness of the virus in the Midlands, in just two weeks, Lexington County saw a little over 
1,300 cases. Richland County saw over 1,800 cases. 
The future looks very promising finally on vaccines. This week, we learned South Carolina will begin receiving 
200,000 to 300,000 vaccine doses this month, but state officials warn the vaccine is not an immediate fix. 
You can help fight the virus threatening our lives. Please remember to wear a mask, social distance, avoid large 
crowds, and get tested. 
Tests are free and are readily available for all of us. 
That’s My Take, what’s yours? 
 
 
 
 
 
December 19 
My Take: Arrival of COVID-19 vaccine offers hope during year of hardship 
 
The arrival of a COVID-19 vaccine marks a major turning point in the pandemic. 
Earlier this week, South Carolina received thousands of doses of the Pfizer vaccine. Employees at Lexington Medical 
Center were among the first to receive the vaccine. 
Many of you have told us that you are reluctant to take the vaccine and have questions about the potential risks. 
WIS spoke with some of the leading medical experts in the Palmetto State and here’s what you need to know about 
the vaccine. 
South Carolina is currently in Phase 1A of the vaccine distribution plan. So, that means healthcare workers, as well 
as staff and people living in long term health facilities, will receive the vaccine first. 
Under Phase 1B, people who work in public service, such as first responders, will then receive the vaccine. 
Everyone else will receive the vaccine in waves as supplies increase. 
In order to improve vaccination coverage, South Carolina will coordinate efforts with pharmacies like Walgreens and 
CVS in our area. 
According to the Department of Health and Environmental Control, the vaccine requires two doses taken 21 days 
apart. And when it comes to risks, the food and drug administration says they did not find serious side effects. 
But as you prepare to celebrate the holidays, health officials stress the pandemic is not over yet. 
“It’s gonna take time before we’re really gonna start to see numbers go down,” said Lexington Medical Center nurse 
Ethan Rucker, “so we need to stay vigilant, wear your mask, and do your social distancing.” 
Hopefully, the vaccine will create more hope after nearly a year of hardship. 
You can find daily updates on the vaccine distribution from the WIS COVID-19 vaccine team in all of our daily 
newscasts. 
That’s my take, what’s yours? 
 
 
 
 
 

WIS PSAs AND LOCAL EVENTS 
 
WIS 2020 4th Quarter PSAs and Local Events 
Local Events Causes:  
Walk for Life Virtual Famously Hot Half Pink Marathon 
Family Promise Golf Tournament 
Josiah Project Golf Tourney for Veterans 
Red Cross Covid-19 Blood Shortage 
United Way of the Midlands Covid-19 Help 
Harvest Hope Food Bank 



 
Other Events/Causes: 
NAB Vote 
Make a Wish Foundation 
Help Fight Sickle Cell 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital 
Foundation for a Better Life 
Arbor Day Foundation 
Teen Adoption 
Animal Welfare 
Boys Town Hotline 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
Bully Prevention 
Humane Society: teach kids to be Kind 
Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation 
USDA Soil Conservation 
Community Engagement: Preparing For College 
Hunger Prevention 
Healthy Eating 
Job Training and Employment 
Fair Housing 
Child Hunger Prevention 
United Way Hurricane Michael Relief for Florida 
US Air Force Reserve 
US Department of Health and Human Services 
Veterans Healing Farm 
World Wildlife Fund 
 

 
 
 

The attached spreadsheet addresses the segments and shows covering the important issues 
covered by WIS in the 4th Quarter.  


