
 

 

QUARTERLY 
ISSUES/PROGRAMS 

 
January 1 through March 31, 2021 

 

 

 

WIS TELEVISION 
1111 Bull Street 

Columbia, South Carolina 29201 

 

 

WIS is an affiliate of the NBC television Network and, as such, carries public affairs and other non-
entertainment programming offered by the network, which frequently deals with community 
ascertainment issues. 



WIS TELEVISION 
COMMUNITY ISSUES LIST 

January 1 through March 31, 2021 

WIS identified the following issues as important to the public interest.  We strived 
to provide significant coverage in these areas as part of our duty defined by the 

Federal Communications Commission. 

Health Care 

• Examples: Awareness, Flu Season, West Nile virus, wellness events, celebrity fitness camps for kids, 
back-to-school vaccinations 

Economic Concerns 

• Examples:  Gas prices, gas tax, tax reassessment, parking ticket alternative payments, tax help 

Education  

• Examples: Teacher rally, SC for Ed coverage, school funding, school district expansion and 
consolidation, back-to-school stories, middle school transition 

Government  

• Examples: My Take, new laws, guns in schools, new council members, local politicians address 

national issues, changes at our military bases, robocall battle, presidential debates, city/county 

growth reports 

Local Events 

• Examples: Awareness, veterans’ events, free museum admission, sporting events, community push 
for Amber Alert changes, local roundtables, back-to-school events, Greek Festival 

Social Issues 

• Examples: Awareness, My Take, A Family for Life, road projects, downtown revitalization, Fisher 
House, School Resource Officer programs, gun control debate 

 



WIS TELEVISION 
LOCAL AND NETWORK NEWS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 

January 1 through March 31, 2021 
 
Program    Day    Time 
 
Local News: 
WIS News 10 Sunrise   Monday – Friday  4:30-7:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Sunrise on the CW Monday – Friday  7:00-9:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Midday   Monday – Friday    12:00-1:00 PM 
WIS News 10 at 4   Monday – Friday  4:00-5:00 PM 
WIS News 10 at 5   Monday – Friday  5:00-6:00 PM 
WIS News 10 at 6   Monday – Sunday  6:00-6:30 PM 
WIS News 10 at 7   Monday – Friday  7:00-7:30 PM 
WIS News 10 at 10 on the CW Monday – Sunday  10:00-10:30 PM 
WIS News 10 at 11   Monday – Friday  11:00-11:35 PM 
WIS News 10 Saturday  Saturday   8:30-10:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Sunday   Sunday    7:00-8:00 AM 
WIS News 10 Sunday   Sunday    10:00-11:00 AM 
WIS News 10 at 11   Saturday & Sunday  11:00-11:30 PM 
 
All the above programs are locally produced news, presenting a mix of news, weather, sports 
and issues-related feature stories and segments.   
 
Local Public Affairs: 
Awareness    Sunday    11:00-11:30 AM 
 
Awareness is a bi-weekly locally produced program focusing on issues of interest to the minority 
community.   
 
My Take Editorials: 
WIS General Manager presents weekly segments written by our editorial board on issues of local 
and national interest. These normally air multiple times each week in our newscasts. 
 
NBC News: 
Early Today                                 Monday-Friday           4:00-4:30 AM 
 
This business news and consumer show gives viewers breaking business news and stock market 
action from the domestic and foreign exchanges. 
 
Today Show                                 Monday-Friday              7:00-10:00 AM 
Today Show       Monday-Friday  11:00 AM-Noon 
 



This four-hour network program provides the latest in international and domestic news, weather 
reports and interviews with newsmakers from the world of politics, business, media, 
entertainment and sports. WIS News 10 provides local cut-ins at various times. 
 
Weekend Today                 Saturday    7:00-8:30 AM  

Sunday    8:00-9:00 AM 
 
Weekend editions continue the “Today” tradition of covering breaking news, interviewing 
newsmakers, reporting on a variety of popular culture and human-interest stories, covering 
topics related to health and finance and presenting the latest sports and weather information. 
WIS News 10 provides local cut-in at various times. 
 
NBC Nightly News                         Monday-Sunday                      6:30-7:00 PM 
 
“NBC Nightly News” provides reports and analysis of the day’s most newsworthy national and 
international events. It offers solution-driven programming that delves into the toughest issues 
facing our society today.  
 
Dateline NBC                                   Weekly    Various Times 
 
This network program has pioneered a unique approach to prime-time news programming with 
its multi-broadcast franchise. With this schedule, the one-hour newsmagazine enables NBC News 
to present is best reporting, investigative features, and newsmaker profiles in a consistent and 
comprehensive manner. 
 
Meet the Press                                 Sunday                                   9:00-10:00 AM 
 
This one-hour network news program consists of three interview segments with guests of 
national and international political importance, followed by an expanded roundtable discussion 
at the end of each broadcast. 

MEET THE PRESS (NBC) 

 
DATE:  Sunday, January 3 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director, National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Sen. Ron Johnson (R-WI), Chair, 
Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee, Stacey Abrams, Founder, Fair Fight; 2018 Georgia 
Democratic Gubernatorial Candidate, Geoff Bennett, Leigh Ann Caldwell, Peter Baker, Clint Watts and Brandy 
Zadrozny  
 
This Sunday, coronavirus cases soaring.  Hospitals overwhelmed.  A more contagious form of the virus now in the 
U.S.  The administration's vaccine distribution system failing to deliver.  Plus, the Republican attempt to overthrow 
the election.  t least a dozen Senate Republicans -- supported by Vice President Pence -- will vote to deny Joe Biden's 
victory. I'll ask one of them, Senator Ron Johnson, about this attempt to discredit a free and fair election. Also, battle 
for the Senate. Two runoff elections on Tuesday in Georgia, with control of the Senate in the balance. 

 
 



 
DATE:  Sunday, January 10 
Former White House Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY), Chair, House Democratic Caucus, 
Sen. Pat Toomey (R-PA), Kasie Hunt, Hallie Jackson, Jeh Johnson and Peggy Noonan 
 
This Sunday, assault on democracy.  Egged on by President Trump... Thousands of pro-Trump rioters storm into the 
Capitol building.    Overwhelming security.  Members of Congress cowering in the House gallery.  Five people dead. 
The speaker's office breached, many others trashed. Scenes more out of a dictatorship than a democracy. Now, the 
aftermath. Democrats moving to impeach the president a second time.  Cabinet secretaries and other officials 
resigning:  The president, permanently banned from Twitter, insisting he and his supporters will not go away. A 
democracy in crisis. My guests this morning: former Trump Chief of Staff Mick Mulvaney, the chairman of the House 
Democrats Hakeem Jeffries and Republican Senator Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania. Joining me for insight and analysis 
are: NBC News Capitol Hill correspondent Kasie Hunt, NBC News senior Washington correspondent Hallie Jackson, 
former Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson, and Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy Noonan. Welcome to 
Sunday and a special edition of Meet the Press. 
 

DATE:  Sunday, January 17 
Pete Williams, NBC News Justice Correspondent, Mayor Muriel Bowser (D), Sen. Cory Booker (D-NJ), Rep. Nancy 
Mace (R-SC), Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director, National Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, Kristen Welker, Rich 
Lowry and Claire McCaskill 
 
This Sunday, Impeached again. President Trump becomes the first president ever to be impeached twice.  
Democrats united.  Republicans largely opposed.  But ten vote to impeach.  Plus, insurrection fears.  Concern that 
the Capitol riot was just the beginning. 

 
DATE:  Sunday, January 24 
White House Chief of Staff Ron Klain, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL), Sen. Mike Rounds (R-SD), Andrea Mitchell, David 
Brooks, Yamiche Alcindor and Tim Alberta 
 
This Sunday, new president, growing challenges.  Joe Biden takes the oath of office with a message of unity.  
President Trump leaves Washington without attending the inauguration.  And Mr. Biden immediately gets to work 
undoing the Trump presidency with executive orders covering issues from immigration to the economy.  Plus: "Full-
scale wartime effort" against Covid.  Mr. Biden reverses the Trump approach, launching a centralized response to 
fight the pandemic.  Also: Impeachment, Part II. The Senate trial begins in two weeks. What could impeachment 
mean for the new president's call for unity? 

 
DATE:  Sunday, January 31 
Dr. Michael Osterholm, Director, Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy at the University of Minnesota, 
Brian Deese, Director, National Economic Council, Rep. Adam Kinzinger (R-IL), Eddie Glaude, Jr., Amy Walter, Al 
Cardenas and Ashley Parker  
 
This Sunday, vaccinating America.  Vaccines in short supply.  And with new, more dangerous strains hitting the U.S.  
Can the vaccines stay ahead of the virus?  And are we fighting the virus the right way? My guest this morning, 
epidemiologist Dr. Michael Osterholm. Plus, Covid relief. President Biden is struggling to get Republican support for 
his $1.9 trillion package.  Are the Democrats about to give up on bipartisanship too soon? I'll talk to President 
Biden's chief economic advisor, Brian Deese. Also, party split. Less than a month after the Capitol insurrection, more 
Republicans decide to stand by their man --  than to oppose him. 

 
DATE:  Sunday, February 7 
Sen. Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), Chair, Intelligence Committee, Dr. Anthony Fauci, Director, National 
Institute of Allergy & Infectious Diseases, David French, María Teresa Kumar, Anna Palmer and Michael Steele 



 
This Sunday: Impeachment and the Republican Party split.  President Trump's second impeachment trial begins this 
week, with the GOP torn between party Republicans -- and Trump Republicans.  This as QAnon-friendly 
Congresswoman Marjorie Taylor Greene -- is stripped of committee assignments by Democrats, with almost all 
Republicans voting with her. Plus, Covid cases dropping.   The lowest totals in months. When can we open schools? 
And how much of a threat are those new variants? 
 

DATE:  Sunday, February 14 
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D-MD), Lead Impeachment Manager, Sen. Dick Durbin (D-IL), Majority Whip, Gov. Larry Hogan (R-
MD), Dr. Rochelle Walensky, CDC Director, Audie Cornish, Carlos Curbelo, Kasie Hunt, Claire McCaskill 
This Sunday: Acquitted.  A divided Senate votes 57 to 43 to convict former President Trump, ten votes fewer than 
needed.  Mitch McConnell votes to acquit, but -- the former President's party stands by their man.  How closely has 
the GOP now tied itself to Mr. Trump and his behavior?  Plus, the CDC announces new guidelines on opening 
schools, and the Biden administration secures 200 million more vaccine doses. 

 
 
DATE:  Sunday, February 21 
This Sunday: Covid fallout. Vaccination frustration.  Those new variants.  And getting kids back to school.  My guests 
this morning: Dr. Anthony Fauci and teachers union president Randi Weingarten. Also, the trouble in Texas.  
Blackouts, water shortages, freezing temperature and the hot debate over how everything went so wrong.  Plus: the 
Republican civil war. Days after Mitch McConnell's broadside against Donald Trump -- the former president strikes 
back, with a little help from his friends.  I'll talk to former Texas Congressman Will Hurd about the rift in his party 
and on the catastrophe in Texas. Joining me for insight and analysis are NBC News chief White House correspondent 
Kristen Welker; Democratic pollster Cornell Belcher; Susan Page, Washington bureau chief of USA Today; and 
former Republican governor of North Carolina, Pat McCrory. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 

 
DATE: Sunday, February 28 
This Sunday, the fight against Covid.  Johnson and Johnson's vaccine coming online --Cases and death rates down 
sharply from January, but warning signs remain.  My guest this morning: Dr. Anthony Fauci. Plus, House Democrats 
pass President Biden's $1.9 trillion Covid relief bill.  But Senate Democrats are being blocked from including a 
minimum wage increase in the bill. I'll talk to Democratic Senator Sherrod Brown, who says it's time for Democrats 
to stop waiting for Republican support. Also, the view from Canada.  My interview with Canada's prime minister, 
Justin Trudeau. And the Trump wing of the GOP gathers in Florida --With the movement pledging its loyalty to the 
former president, who speaks today. Joining me for insight and analysis are Washington Post columnist Eugene 
Robinson, NBC News White House correspondent Carol Lee, New York Times columnist Brett Stephens and O. Kay 
Henderson, news director of the Radio Iowa Network. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 

 
DATE: Sunday, March 7 
This Sunday: The Senate approves Covid relief.  Democrats pass their $1.9 trillion Covid relief bill --all without 
Republican votes.  Now, will Democrats pursue other priorities without GOP support or even try to kill the filibuster? 
I'll talk to Democratic Senator Joe Manchin, a key figure in that debate, and Republican Senate Conference 
Chairman, John Barrasso. Plus, Covid, one year later. A year after the WHO declares a pandemic, vaccinations have 
hit two million a day. But new variants and states loosening restrictions --have experts worried about a fourth wave.  
My guests this morning: White House Coronavirus coordinator Jeff Zients and epidemiologist Dr. Michael 
Osterholm. Also, New York Governor Andrew Cuomo's troubles deepen.  ore women now coming forward. Could 
harassment allegations and a nursing home probe force the governor to step down or not seek re-election? Joining 
me for insight and analysis are: Yamiche Alcindor, White House correspondent for PBS NewsHour, former Homeland 
Security Secretary Jeh Johnson, Danielle Pletka of the American Enterprise Institute and NBC News Senior Political 
Reporter Jonathan Allen. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 

 
 



DATE: Sunday, March 14 
Good Sunday morning. In a few minutes we're going to take an in-depth look at Republican attempts across the 
country to pass a slew of new restrictive voting laws. We're going to lay out the scope of the effort, why Democrats 
insist these new laws are aimed at hurting their voters. We’re going to talk to people on both sides of the issue. But 
we're going to begin with the Covid crisis. President Biden signed the $1.9 trillion Covid relief bill on Thursday. Then 
gave his first nationally televised speech as president, targeting July 4th for when Americans can gather in small 
groups.  And joining me now is the most trusted figure in the country on this subject. It’s Dr. Anthony Fauci. He's the 
director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. Dr. Fauci, welcome back to Meet the Press. 

 
DATE:  Sunday, March 21 
This Sunday: The migrant crisis.  The U.S. seeing the biggest border surge in two decades.  Republicans blame the 
Biden administration.  And the administration pushes back.  This morning, I'll talk to Homeland Security Secretary 
Alejandro Mayorkas about immigration and about another problem that has received much less attention: the 
growing threat from violent extremist groups.  Plus, fear in the Asian American community.  How far are Democrats 
willing to go to protect voting rights? My guests this morning: Freshman Democratic Senator Raphael Warnock of 
Georgia and retiring Republican Senator Roy Blunt of Missouri. Joining me for insight and analysis are: Eddie Glaude 
Jr. of Princeton University; Wall Street Journal columnist Peggy Noonan; Jon Ralston, editor of the Nevada 
Independent; and NBC News Correspondent Julia Ainsley. Welcome to Sunday. It's Meet the Press. 

 
DATE:  Sunday, March 28 
This Sunday. The fight over guns.  That mass shooting, in Boulder, Colorado. Ten dead.  Once again, familiar 
arguments from Democrats... and Republicans.  Why can't Congress pass even popular new gun safety legislation? 
My guests this morning, Republican Senator Pat Toomey of Pennsylvania and Democratic Senator Chris Murphy of 
Connecticut. Plus, violence against Asian Americans.  Asian American members of Congress meeting today with the 
families of the victims of the Georgia spa shootings.  I'll talk to the leader of the delegation, Congresswoman Judy 
Chu of California. Also, voting access under assault. Georgia Republicans pass sweeping laws changing voting access 
that Democrats say targets black voters.  Could this be the fight that leads to the end of the filibuster? Joining me for 
insight and analysis are, Republican strategist Al Cardenas, NBC News Investigative and Consumer Correspondent 
Vicky Nguyen, New York Times White House correspondent Peter Baker and Heather McGhee of the civil rights 
advocacy group Color of Change. Welcome to Sunday and a special edition of Meet the Press. 

 
 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
DATE:  Sunday, January 3 & 10 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 

Sue Berkowitz, Director of the SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center details the kind of assistance South 

Carolinians have reached out to them concerning housing uncertainty related to the pandemic. Many 

people needed rental or mortgage assistance and many faced eviction. A study reported SC residents faced 

the highest risk of eviction in the entire county. Berkowitz talked about many factors and issues preceding 

the pandemic that made an existing issue much worse.  Berkowitz also detailed how and which federal and 

state programs we put in place to help this situation and the difficulties many faced with that. We also 

highlighted how Black, Latin-X, and other minority communities have been hit especially hard by all of this. 

 
 

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  



Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
1/03/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
1/10/21  11:00am    Awareness 
 
 

 
 
 
DATE:  Sunday, January 17 & 24 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 

USC Political Science and African American Studies professor/expert, Dr. Todd Shaw, dissects the violent 
insurrection on Capitol Hill. Shaw offered insight on similar incidents seen in the past in the United States, 
SC political leaders' responses, and the former president's response. He also talked about "motivated 
reasoning" which is a psychological method or tactic that may explain how so many bought in to thought 
that the election was stolen. Additionally, Shaw also touched on impeachment, significantly enhanced 
inauguration security, political, racial, and economic divisions, the future of politics, and the fragility of 
democracy. Lastly, Shaw addressed the debate as many compared Black Lives Matter protestors to the 
Capitol insurrectionists and the response from police and other authorities to both and the diversity within 
the Black Lives Matter movement and lack thereof among the Capitol insurrectionists.  

 

B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
01/17/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
01/24/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DATE:  Sunday, January 31 & February 7 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A.  Narrative describing the issue and the source  

A brief history of the origins of Black History Month and interviewed K. Allen Campbell of Brookland 

Baptist Church in West Columbia on their plans to mark and celebrate Black History Month 

B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
1/31/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
2/07/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
 
 

 
DATE:  Sunday, February 14 & March 21 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
The International African American Museum is set to open in 2022. Construction is underway and the site 

in Charleston is beginning to take shape. The exciting project is just over 20 years in-the-making. Most 

enslaved Africans are believed to have come to the US in Charleston at Gadsden Wharf where the museum 

is being built. Rev. Demett Jenkins, IAAM Director of Education and Engagement for Faith-Based 

Communities, talks about the excitement surrounding the progress and eventual opening and all the 

museum will have to offer as well as programs and events currently underway locally and abroad. Jenkins 

also highlights the significance of the museum debuting at a moment in history of heightened black identity 

and humanity. 

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
2/14/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
3/21/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
 
 

 
 



DATE:  Sunday, February 21 & 28 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
Profiled lesser civil rights icon and South Carolina native, Septima Clark. Clark is referred to as the 

"Mother of the movement." The US Mint honored Clark in their innovators and innovations coin series 

with a collectible coin representing South Carolina. Clark was a graduate of Benedict College. Benedict 

President Roslyn Clark-Artis talks about Clark's legacy, her connection to the college and Columbia, and 

their pride in being able to count her among their alumni.  Congressman Jim Clyburn also gave a message 

detailing Clark's life and his connection to her. Lastly, Dr. Bobby Donaldson, USC Professor and Director of 

USC'S Center for Civil Rights History and Research, details more if Clark's life and contributions to the civil 

rights movement. 

 
 

B. Narrative describing the program:  
Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
02/21/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
02/28/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 

 
 
 
DATE:  Sunday, March 7 & 14 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
Shonette Sneed, Regional Donor Services Executive with the SC Red Cross shares why the Red Cross is 

working to triple the number of diverse donors in the state. Sneed details there is a constant need for all 

blood but an even greater need for specific types of blood for blood transfusions and treatment of diseases 

like Sickle Cell Disease which largely affect black and Latino populations. Columbia mother Brenda Green, 

and founder of The B Strong Group, (founded in honor of her son, now 15) details their battle with Sickle 

Cell Disease and puts a face and story to who benefits when more units of diverse blood are collected by 

the Red Cross and who's in need. 

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   



Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
3/07/14  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 
3/14/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 

 
 
DATE:  Sunday, March 28 

LOCAL ISSUES – PROGRAM 

 
 

A. Narrative describing the issue and the source 
USC Political Science and African American Studies professor/expert, Dr. Todd Shaw, dissects the violent 

insurrection on Capitol Hill. Shaw offered insight on similar incidents seen in the past in the United States, 

SC political leaders' responses, and the former president's response. He also talked about "motivated 

reasoning" which is a psychological method or tactic that may explain how so many bought in to thought 

that the election was stolen. Additionally, Shaw also touched on impeachment, significantly enhanced 

inauguration security, political, racial, and economic divisions, the future of politics, and the fragility of 

democracy. Lastly, Shaw addressed the debate as many compared Black Lives Matter protestors to the 

Capitol insurrectionists and the response from police and other authorities to both and the diversity within 

the Black Lives Matter movement and lack thereof among the Capitol insurrectionists.  

 
B. Narrative describing the program:  

Community Affairs program addressing issues facing the African American Community.    

 

C. Program information:   

Date   Time  Duration  Title of program 
03/28/21  11:00am 30 Minutes  Awareness 

 
 
 

WIS EDITORIALS 

   
The following WIS editorials ran multiple times each week and were posted to wistv.com: 
 
January 1 
My Take: Hope for a Happy New Year 
Let’s face it, 2020 has been rough. 
We have seen an unprecedented pandemic, nationwide protests and a disputed presidential election. 
Despite the chaos, America is moving forward together to solve its problems. 
In March, the COVID-19 outbreak prompted shutdowns and impacted every facet of our lives. 
Businesses and schools closed and tragically, some families had to say their final goodbyes to loved ones over video 
calls. 
Now, with a vaccine being distributed, there is hope. 
In May, the death of George Floyd caused many Americans to refocus on the country’s history of racism. 



Video of a handcuffed Floyd dying in police custody triggered protests across the country and sparked a national 
debate about the impact of systemic racism. 
You may remember one of those protests turned violent in Columbia. But you should also remember how law 
enforcement leaders in the Midlands marched hand-in-hand with protesters calling for change. 
And then in November, our country saw record voter turnout in a bitter race for the White House. 
As we speak, President Donald Trump continues to claim he won the election. However, next week senators are 
scheduled to certify the victory of President-elect Joe Biden. 
Unless something drastic changes on Jan. 20, Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris will take office. 
History serves as a guide: we may be divided but we will move forward. 
America has proven that we can be resilient when faced with a crisis. 
Let us all have a safe and Happy New Year and let us make 2021 better than 2020. 
That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 
 
 
 
 
 
January 29 
My Take: Only we can ensure America for future generations 
 
Whether you voted for him or not, Joe Biden is now the President of the United States of America. 
Biden’s inauguration marks the start of a new chapter for our country. 
The past 12 months have been traumatic for our country. We have experienced a deadly pandemic, violent protests, 
and the storming of the U.S. Capitol. 
With the start of the New Year and the rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine, there is renewed hope in the air. 
Yes, the healing will take time, but America must move forward. 
It is our responsibility, to our children and grandchildren, to leave this country strong and united. 
We will always have ideological differences. The idea of America will always mean different things to different 
people. But we cannot allow those ideological differences to overshadow our shared humanity and the bonds that 
tie us together as a free society. 
“We the people” -- that is how the Preamble of the United States Constitution begins. Here are the words: 
“We the people in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general welfare and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of America.” 
It is up to us, the people of this country, to continue to work toward that more perfect union. Only we can ensure 
America for future generations. 
That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 

 
 
February 7 
My Take: Cleaning up South Carolina 
 
South Carolina is losing the battle against litter. The degree of trash on roads and highways is now a desecration of 
our landscape. 
Driving along major thoroughfares in the Midlands is beginning to remind us of severe urban blight due to the vast 
amounts of trash being discarded daily from vehicles. It’s quite shameful for a state that espouses its natural beauty 
to be scarred by careless individuals filling our roadways with trash. 
In recent weeks, Horry County lost an officer picking up trash off the road. And since the start of the pandemic, 
we’ve seen masks and gloves cover parking lots and street corners. Littering has become an attitude for many who 
seem to be numb to the consequences. 
It is clear that we have very little of a deterrent to stop people from littering on the roads. It is time for state 
lawmakers to get serious and consider new litter laws. 



Current state law allows a $25 minimum fine for tossing less than 15 pounds of litter. This does not deter people 
who spoil beauty spots in South Carolina. We need tougher penalties and enforcers to protect our environment. 
We all need to do some self-reflecting. Holding trash in one’s vehicle until you can properly dispose of it is not only 
simple but easy. And abiding by the simple rule of a generation before us which was please don’t litter would help 
us too.  And since there is not a state-funded litter crew... anti-littering organization Palmetto Pride, focuses on 
cleaning up and preserving our area but they can only do so much due to Covid-19. 
The bottom line is we’re calling on legislators to act now before our state loses its stunning nature. We should not 
allow litter to become the first impression of our community. 
And That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 
 
 
 
February 13 
My Take: Responses to cleaning up South Carolina 
 
Last week we received a large response to the editorial concerning litter on our roads. 
I want to share a few emails from the public, but first let’s revisit the topic. 
Drivers are spoiling the beauty of South Carolina when they throw trash from their cars. 
We must recognize roadside litter is an avoidable problem. Education, enforcement, engagement and policy and 
legislation all have a role to play. 
We reached out to City of West Columbia Mayor Tem Miles about the issue. He gave us the following statement: 
“Our code compliance and police departments work together to address litter issues. We have also engaged in 
campaigns and projects to raise awareness and promote personal responsibility. We have also placed twin-the-bin 
trashcans throughout the City along roadways to provide more opportunities for people to properly dispose of their 
recyclables and trash.” 
State and city leaders must address the litter issue and take it seriously. 
Stopping people from littering will require a shift in mindsets. 
An email from viewer LC WATTS said: 
“Please do more editorials on this on a consistent basis or start playing the old public service announcement from the 
70′s with the Indian crying! Whatever it takes to make people more aware, because trash is EVERYWHERE in 
Columbia and this is so ugly.” 
Another viewer, Randy Jones, wrote in saying: 
“I’ve called Orangeburg County Litter Control, but they have done nothing. Another serious issue is the trash that is 
run over by the grass cutting crews. I have seen mattresses shredded and all kinds of trash just cut up into a bigger 
mess by these highway workers.” 
Connie Vaughn volunteers with Palmetto Pride. 
She offered a few suggestions to tackle the daily, dangerous eyesores on our streets and roads. 
“All counties (should) start a campaign of asking folks to sweep their own front porch,” she said. “If every business 
and residents simply walked to the edges of their properties and picked up litter, before you know it, our state will 
have a good start of being litter free.” 
Thank you, Connie, for caring. 
Now is the time for state leaders to step up and make a positive change. 
Litter is not only a bad reflection on South Carolina but comes at a terrible cost to our economy and environment. 
We can do better. 
That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 26 
My Take: Celebrating Black History Month 
 
We are celebrating Black History Month by highlighting several African Americans for their role in South Carolina’s 
history. 
We begin with Frank B. Washington. 
He is a 35-year veteran of the state Department of Education and one of the first African American administrators, 
overseeing the state’s black public schools. 
Washington witnessed the widespread inequity in South Carolina’s public education system. His strengthened 
resolve to fight racial discrimination led Washington to become the leader of the Columbia NAACP for 16 years. 
One of his most significant victories was leading the NAACP in pressuring the city of Columbia to adopt single-
member voting districts, allowing the city’s large African American population to be adequately represented in 
elected offices. 
In 2006, he was featured on the South Carolina African American history calendar and was named to the South 
Carolina Black Hall of Fame. 
In 2019, Washington was awarded South Carolina’s highest civilian award, The Order of the Palmetto. 
Late actor Chadwick Boseman left his footprint in Hollywood. The Anderson, South Carolina native and “Black 
Panther” stars death shocked everyone around the world last year. 
Boseman battled cancer in silence for years while dominating the big screen. 
He spent his life uplifting the stories of Black Americans both real and fictional. 
His impeccable determination to keep filming movies and fighting the insidious disease gives everyone the courage 
to keep going. 
His legacy will live on forever. 
Right now, there is a petition in Anderson to replace a Confederate Monument with a memorial for Boseman. 
Alice Hurley and her late husband led the effort to establish the Columbia Urban League Chapter. The organization 
promotes financial stability and racial inclusion in our community. Hurley, a former social worker, was instrumental 
in creating the league’s committee. Mrs. Hurley serves in various leadership roles for several organizations and has 
received countless awards, including Social Worker of the Year. Hurley and her husband have an award named of 
them within the chapter. 
Finally, South Carolina women’s basketball coach Dawn Staley is legendary. She has had a long and distinguished 
basketball career. 
For those of you new to the area, Staley is a three-time Olympic Gold Medalist and played for years in the WNBA. 
Staley became head coach of the USC women’s basketball team in 2008. 
Since then, she has worked relentlessly to develop the program and it has paid off. In 2017, the Gamecocks won the 
2017 NCAA National Championship. Staley has made eight consecutive NCAA tournament appearances with a 22 
and 7 record. Her USC record is 324 and 101… she has more wins than any other Gamecock basketball coach, which 
includes the men’s program. And Staley has coached seven first-round WNBA draft picks. 
Staley holds several notable accolades including being inducted into the Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame. 
Black History Month is an opportunity to celebrate hero’s past and present. It is a history that continues to unfold, 
challenge, and inspire. 
And That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 5 
My Take: Cleaning up SC 
 
South Carolina is still struggling with roadside litter. 
After a series of editorials calling out hideous blemishes on our landscape, the state has yet to step up. 
We contacted the state to get answers. 
Brian Symmes, Communications Director for Governor Henry McMaster says, 
“The unfortunate truth is that the COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the problem by preventing normal cleaning 
efforts and increasing the number of South Carolinians who are opting for drive-thru dining as opposed to dining in 
a restaurant.” 
We are told the South Carolina Department of Transportation is currently preparing to hire more private contractors 
to help with litter cleanup on our interstates and secondary roads. 
Apparently, Governor McMaster is aware of the litter problem and his administration has placed an unprecedented 
amount of focus and attention to the waste in South Carolina. 
But we find that hard to believe. More locals are taking action to fight trash. 
We received this email from Debra Roof. 
She says, “We take litter on our street and across South Carolina very seriously. You would think according to 
demographics that people in our demographic would not litter. We have had many surprises in our 24 years on 
Catawba Trail, just feet outside Lexington Town city limits. Litter is everywhere in South Carolina.” 
Debra’s husband Rick has spent time picking up trash on the Catawba trail in Lexington for 24 years. Thank you, Rick 
for taking pride in keeping our neighborhoods clean and tidy. 
Donna Mack reached out to WIS after seeing our previous editorial on cleaning up South Carolina. She says she 
pleaded with former governor Nikki Haley’s office to address the litter. 
Donna says quote, “Today, my neighbors meet once a month to clean our streets, but it sure would be nice to have 
the state use tax dollars to allow those who have been convicted of nonviolent crimes to give back by beautifying 
our state.” Donna sent pictures of her neighbors hard at work making Columbia a safer, cleaner, and healthier city. 
We all should engage in the civic duty of polishing up our neighborhoods. 
Littering is a global issue. Can we all do just a little bit to fix it? Let’s think before tossing. It’s not somebody else’s 
problem to deal with. It’s All of Ours. And That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 

 
 
 
March 12 
My Take: Reflections one year into COVID-19 pandemic 
 
It has been a long 12-months. In March of 2020, one year ago, we were in the process of shutting down due to 
COVID-19. 
Fast forward to the present day, the vaccines are here, but the pandemic is far from over in South Carolina and 
Midlands. 
And at the time of this recording more than half-a-million Americans have died due to COVID-19, almost 8,000 of 
those victims were our neighbors in South Carolina. That is almost eight-thousand families in our state still grieving. 
There is no doubt we are making progress but now is not the time to get complacent. 
The COVID-19 vaccines are the pathway for everything to return to normal, but Americans must remain vigilant. We 
should not forget the dangers of this virus or the actions we need to take to protect ourselves and our families. 
The coming weeks and months are critical in the race to reduce new infections and deaths. 
For those reasons we encourage everyone to get vaccinated when they are eligible, practice social distancing, and 
continue to wear a mask when necessary. 
The vaccine will not end COVID-19 overnight. 
But it is already saving lives and, if we remain patient and committed, it will pave the way for a safe and beautiful 
Summer in South Carolina. 
That’s My Take, What’s Yours? 
 



 

WIS PSAs AND LOCAL EVENTS 
 
WIS 2021 1st Quarter PSAs and Local Events 
Local Events Causes:  
Fisher House SC 
Midlands Heart Ball 
Blood Connection Blood Drive 
Project Road Block 
United Way of the Midlands Covid-19 Help 
Harvest Hope Food Bank 
 
Other Events/Causes: 
Make a Wish Foundation 
Help Fight Sickle Cell 
St. Jude’s Children’s Hospital 
Foundation for a Better Life 
Arbor Day Foundation 
Teen Adoption 
Animal Welfare 
Boys Town Hotline 
Cystic Fibrosis Foundation 
Bully Prevention 
Humane Society: teach kids to be Kind 
Jon Bon Jovi Soul Foundation 
USDA Soil Conservation 
Community Engagement: Preparing For College 
Hunger Prevention 
Healthy Eating 
Job Training and Employment 
Fair Housing 
Child Hunger Prevention 
United Way Hurricane Michael Relief for Florida 
US Air Force Reserve 
US Department of Health and Human Services 
Veterans Healing Farm 
World Wildlife Fund 

 
 
 

The attached spreadsheet addresses the segments and shows covering the important issues 
covered by WIS in the 1st Quarter.  
 


