
 

 

Description of Programs Providing Most 

Significant Treatment of Community Issues 
 

Program    Day   Time 

 

Eyewitness News This Morning  M-F    7:00-9:00am 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

Eyewitness News Weekend   Sun   7:00-7:30pm 

This is a locally produced live news program that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related 

stories. The issue responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise 

noted. 

 

The Catch it Kansas Show  Fridays Aug - May  11:00pm 

This is a locally produced live sports program that recaps the local sporting events at the High School level. 

 

Eyewitness News at 10:00  Mon-Sun  1:30am – 2:00am 

Rebroadcast 

KSCW rebroadcasts the M-F 10:00pm News Program produced by KWCH-TV. This is a locally produced 

live news programs that presents a mix on news, weather, sports, and issue related stories. The issue 

responsive program segments are usually two minutes in duration, unless otherwise noted. 

 

First Business   Monday – Friday  4:30am-5:00am 

First Business is a nationally syndicated program that previews the day’s news and trading day, digging 

deeper for the real ideas to make their money work. 

 

AG am in Kansas   Monday-Friday   6:00-6:30pm 

AG am in Kansas is the only locally produced half-hour agriculture show on television in the state of 

Kansas.  At AG am in Kansas, the on-going mission is to tell Good News stories about the people, places 

and things relating to Agriculture in Kansas.  Kansas farmers and ranchers provide food to people 

worldwide while taking great care of the animals and land entrusted to them. The show is produced in 

coordination with Kansas State University's Research and the Extension Department. 

 

AgDay    Monday-Friday  6:30-7:00pm 

AgDay is a syndicated daily half-hour television program presented in magazine format focusing on 

agriculture news, agribusiness, and country living. It is hosted by Clinton Griffiths. 

 

Public Service    All Days   Any times 

KSCW broadcasts local and national public service announcements of varying lengths throughout its 

broadcast schedule. Some of the announcements are part of campaigns on one subject.  



 

 

Features in Newscasts M-F 7am – 9am 
 

The Doctor Is In – Monday 

A doctor from Wesley Medical or Via Christi answer viewer’s medical questions.  They 

also share advice for keeping healthy between doctors’ visits. 

  

Kids Corner – Every Other Monday 

Topical issues affecting kids today.  We talk about everything from violent video games 

to autism. 

  

New You – Every Other Monday 

Finding ways for self-improvement. This includes eating healthier, working out and 

emotional health issues. 

  

Tasty Tuesday – Tuesday  

A variety of chefs share their easy recipes and or decorating ideas. 

  

Legal Counsel – Wednesday 

Lawyer Charlie O’Hara is here to answer legal questions.   

  

Listen Up – Thursday 

Local musicians and bands show off their skills. They play and talk about the importance 

of supporting local music. 

  

All About Animals - Thursday  

Veterinarian Dr. Dan Thompson answers all pet questions and offers tips on how to keep 

your pets safe and healthy. 



 

 

NON-BROADCASTING ENHANCEMENT 
 

Joan Barrett, President & General Manager 

Elliott School of Communications Advisory Board  

Kansas State University Miller School Journalism Advisory Board  

Carole Kneeland Project for Responsible Journalism Board of Directors 

Carole Kneeland Project - Trainer 

Kansas Food Bank Board of Directors 

Boy Scouts of America Volunteer 

Wichita Collegiate Booster Club Volunteer 

Wichita Collegiate School Board of Directors 

Tallgrass Swim Team Parent Council 

 Wichita Chamber of Commerce - Board of Directors 

 

Laverne E. Goering, Director of Programming & Operations 

Newton Rotary Club Member 

Newton Chamber of Commerce Member 

Green Biz Wichita Member 

Harvey County Farm Bureau Member 

American Quarter Horse Association Member 

 

Kim Setty, Anchor 

Deacon and Sunday School Teacher, Riverside Christian Church 

Girl Scout Leader 

PTO member, McCollom Elementary 

Cub Scout Den Volunteer 

Site Council, Wilbur Middle School 

 

Mark Larson, Meteorologist 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Praise Team member 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Confirmation Guide 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Senior HS Sunday School teacher 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church Board of Youth Council Representative 

Heights Baseball League assistant Baseball Coach 

American Heart Association Survivor 2011 

 

Merril Teller, Chief Meteorologist 

Kansas Children’s Miracle Network, Advisory Committee 

AYSO Volunteer Referee 

Member AMS/NWA local chapter 

President, Monday Keglers bowling league 

 

Jeff Gibson, Engineer 

C.E.R.T. 

R.A.C.E.S. Emergency Operations Management volunteer 

Brooks Leadership program  

Northeast Magnet High School JROTC program.  
 

Melissa Lock, Human Resource Manager 

Bridgeport Missionary Baptist Church, Sunday School Teacher 

SHRM National and Local 

 

Felicia Rolfe, Reporter 

Jack and Jill of America, Inc. President of local chapter  

Links Inc. member  



 

 

Church volunteer-Saint Mark United Methodist Church  

Wichita Collegiate Association of Parents- volunteer 

 

Amy J. Wintz, Account Executive 

HCC communications strategic planning board member 

Morgan PTO 

Morgan Head room mother 

Big Brothers and Sisters Reno county volunteer 

HCC Leadership Program Mentor Board Member 

Delta Zeta Alumni Chapter President 

 
Jason Massingil, Photographer 
Young Life Youth Ministry 

 

Casey Lowmiller, Photographer 
American Red Cross Member 

 
Kerri Baker, KBSD Local Sales Manager 

Dodge City Ford County Economic Development Corporation, Management Board, Secretary 

Boot Hill Board of Directors, Vice President 

Boot Hill Redevelopment Committee, Marketing Chair 

Boot Hill Museum Association Member 

Minneola United Methodist Church, Administrative Council, Chairperson 

Minneola United Methodist Church, Worship Committee 

Ford County 4-H Foundation Member 

Ford County 4-H Lucky Clover Parent Volunteer 

 

Joseph E. Miller, Controller 

Botanica, The Wichita Gardens, Trustee Emeriti & Development Committee Member 

Wichita Arts Council, Ex-Officio Trustee 

Wichita Kennel Club, Member 

Orpheum Performing Arts Center, Member 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton church, Finance Committee Member & Usher 

Wichita Art Museum, Member 

City of Wichita Cultural Funding Committee, Member 

 

James M. Luce, Research Director 

Mental Health Association Compeer Advisory Board 

Outreach and Missions Ministry Team Leader, River Valley Community Church 

Operation Noah Rescue, Team Leader 

 

Chris Durden, Producer & Internship Coordinator 

K-State Career Fair – Manhattan, KS 

KU Career Fair – Lawrence, KS 

 

Michelle Loss, Special Projects 

Church Pianist and Youth Leader, Freedom Bible Fellowship 

Circle Middle School, Career Day 

 

Dominic Gauna, Production Manger 

USD 259’s Digital Production Advisory Committee-Vice Chair 

 

John Salem, Account Executive 

Board Member – Ballet Wichita (formerly Wichita Metropolitan Ballet) 

Board Chair – Higher Ground Substance Abuse Counseling Center 



 

 

Board Member – SER Corporation 

Screening Committee- Tallgrass Film Festival 

Volunteer – Habitat for Humanity 

Volunteer – Catholic Charities (Cruise Night) 

Volunteer – YMCA (Denim and Diamonds fund raiser) 

Volunteer – Kansas Food Bank 

Volunteer – Maude Carpenter Children’s Home 

 

Marcus Wilkerson, Local Sales Manager 

Wichita Wind Ensemble, Board Member 

Positive Directions, Volunteer 

Bank of  America River Run, Volunteer 

Woodlawn Village Homeowners Association 

 

Brian McDonough 

Youth Entrepreneurs of Kansas Volunteer 

Wichita Hispanic Chamber Marketing advisory committee 

 

Kim Hynes 

Big Brothers Big Sisters Volunteer 

 

Eddie Gilmer 

Big Brothers Big Sisters - Bowl for Kids Sake Participant 

 

Eron Rawson 

Lead Sound Tech & Worship Musician, Volunteer, Gracepoint Community Church 

 

Shelby Rawlings 

Executive Leadership Committee Member – American Heart Association’s Go Red for Women 

KWCH 2011 Bowl for Kid’s Sake Coordinator & Team Leader – Big Brothers Big Sisters 

 

Emily Deaver, KSCW Crew/Special Projects 

Miss Kansas Organization – volunteer  

Kansas Advisory Group on Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention – member & sit on Grants 

Committee 

Dress for Success – Model for Annual Spring Fling 

Spring Escape Fashion Show Fundraiser for Goodwill Industries-model 

Festival of Trees committee member  



 

 

Public Engagements 

Sunflower Broadcasting, Inc. serves the community by attending various special events where our 

employees emcee, educate, entertain and motivate throughout the year.  Our employees have made special 

appearances to the following organizations. 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

January 2011 

13 Community Advisory Board Meeting 12 Joan Barrett 

14 Jackson ES Career Fair 40 Rodney Price 

19 WCS Board Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

20 USD 259 Battle of the books 30 Mark Larson 

21 Wichita Schools  Battle of the Books 30 Cindy Klose 

24 Woodman Elementary Weather talk 70 Mark Larson 

26 CKP  selection Call 5 Joan Barrett 

27 Chamber of Commerce Lunch/Meeting  Joan Barrett 

31 Via Christi Hospital Deliver flowers to patients 20 Cindy Klose 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

February 2011 

05 Valley Center Schools Celebrity Poker tourney 278 Roger Cornish 

09 Christ Lutheran Church Falcon Fellowship 150 Mark Larson 

10 Wichita Public Schools All-City Honor Orchestra 

Concert 

500 Emily Deaver 

10  Bryant Core. Magnet 4
th

. Gd. Weather Talk 120 Mark Larson 

11 Kapun Mt Carmel YEK Class 15 Brian McDonough 

15 WCS Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

16 Kansas Food Bank Board Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

17 Anderson Elementary 2
nd

 Gd. Weather Talk 80 Mark Larson 

18 WCC Board Meeting 10 Joan Barrett 

19 Heights HS Homecoming Greeter 200 Mark Larson 

22  USD 259 Honor Choir Concert MC 2300 Mark Larson 

23 Wichita State University Classroom 12 Brian McDonough 

23 Wichita State University Classroom 12 Shawn Hilferty 

24 Chamber of Commerce Board Meeting  Joan Barrett 

 

DATE ORGANIZATION   EVENT    ATTENDANCE  EMPLOYEE  

March 2011 

01 Wichita Schools  Read to Students  Cindy Klose 

03 Wichita Garden Show MC Hat contest  Cindy Klose 

04 ITT  Capstone Project Demo 50 Les Bach 

04 ICT Home School Assoc. Weather office tour/talk 38 Mark Larson 

06 ICT Garden Show Art Contest Emcee  100 Mark Larson 

08 South High School Career Fair  Joan Barrett 

09 Christ Lutheran Church Falcon Fellowship 150 Mark Larson 

10 Rainbows United, Wichita Pre-school Weather Talk 80 Mark Larson 

11 Kapaun Mt Carmel YEK Class 15 Brian McDonough 

15 Gammon Elementary “Watch Dog” volunteer 400 Mark Larson 

16 WCS Board Meeting 25 Joan Barrett 

18 American Heart Assoc. Volunteer Lunch Speaker 140 Mark Larson 

21-22 East High School Senior Project Mentor 1 Mark Larson 

24 Community Advisory Board Meeting 13 Emily Deaver 

24 CAB Meeting 15 Joan Barrett 

24 Chamber Board Meeting  Joan Barrett 



 

 

30 WTI Advisory Board Meeting 18 Todd Crane 

 



 

 

KSCW airs public service announcements that address community issues free of charge for 
various nonprofit organizations.   
 

 
Organization/PSA Title Length Number of runs 

904 Flu Prevention :30 27 

905 Flu Prevention :30 21 

907 Goodwill “Greenscreen” :30 22 

908 Goodwill “Thinking Twice :30 27 

912 Pet Adoption :30 56 

914 Pet Adoption :30 48 

915 Pet Adoption :30 53 

916 Literacy “Tangled” :30 45 

918 Mental Health :60 94 

919 Mental Health :60 98 

930 Wichita Habitat/Humanity Restore :20 18 

934 NAB "Performance Tax" :60 60 

936 Ad Council Veteran Support "Alone" :60 66 

937 Fed Citizens Info Center "For the People" :60 73 

938 Dave Thomas/Fnd for Adoption "I'm just a kid" :60 78 

943 United Way "Live United" NFL :30 45 

944 Marines "America's Marines" :60 98 

945 Marines "For Country" :60 64 

946 American Diabetes Assoc "Woman Exercising" :60 32 

947 Am Vet Med Assoc "Dog/Cat Healthy" :60 106 

948 March of Dimes "Soccer Baby" :30 44 

950 Making Home Affordable :60 30 

951 Emergency Prep “World Upside Down” :60 36 

952 Think-Speak “Fitting Room” :30 23 

953 Think-Speak “Cashier” :30 33 

954 Fnd for a Better Life "Never Too Late" :30 18 

955 Fnd for a Better Life "Basketball" :60 48 

960 March of Dimes “Premies” :60 90 

963 Kansas American Legion :30 52 

965 Community Service w/ Bon Jovi :60 108 

970 TV Roadblock Drunk Driving "Hospital" :30 35 

971 TV Roadblock Drunk Driving "Ambulance" :30 20 

975 Dr Phil “Bullying” :20 23 

980 NAB “Future of TV” :30 25 

995 Haiti Earthquake w/ Mrs. Obama :30 11 

998 Dept. of Energy “Be an Energy Saver” :30 28 

999 KAB “60th Anniversary” :30 48 
 



 

 

FCC Report 

First Quarter 2011 

 

Tours 
KWCH offers tours to groups interested in learning how a television station operates.  

Tours are tailored to the individual needs of the group, which usually consists of school-

age children.  It focuses on the history of the broadcasting facility and explains the types 

of jobs offered in each department.  Tours are conducted by the Promotions Department, 

and questions are welcome throughout. 

 

DATE   TIME       NUMBER  TYPE______________ 

January 2011 
01/19/11  11:30   4             Adults 

01/25/11  11:30   11  8
th

 Grade Students 

01/27/11  4:30   10  Boy Scouts 

 

February 2011 

02/03/11  11:30   10  High School Students   

02/14/11  4:30   8  Boy Scouts 

02/16/11  9:00   7  High School Students 

02/18/11  1:00   10  Jr. Girl Scouts 

02/23/11  4:30   6  Cub Scouts    

 

March 2011 

03/11/11  11:30   11  6
TH

 Grade Students 

03/14/11  11:00   5  High School Students 

03/16/11  10:30   7  Adults 

03/23/11  4:30   8  Tiger Troops 



 

 

 

Community Calendar: 

Sunflower Broadcasting provides a beneficial service for our community by 

providing an online Community Calendar to our viewing public. The 

Community Calendar is available for local groups and individuals to 

promote their events free of charge. It can be accessed through three of our 

websites: kwch.com, fetchtoto.com and kansascw.com. We’ve designed our 

calendar to be used by the public and monitored by our staff. Each month we 

list hundreds of events that happen throughout our viewing area that services 

nearly the entire state of Kansas. Some of these events include, but are not 

limited to, non-profit events, fine arts events, civic club meetings, city hall 

meetings, family celebrations, church functions, movie screenings and local 

music performances.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNFLOWER BROADCASTING, INC. 

KSCW-TV, WICHITA, KS 

 

FIRST QUARTER 2010 

 

QUARTERLY SIGNIFICANT PROGRAMS REPORT 

 

 

 

Covered the period beginning January 1, 2011 

Ending March 31, 2011 

 

 

Station KSCW is a CW Network affiliate in its service area.  In carrying out its 

responsibilities as a public trustee, the station deals with and is responsive to the principal 

issues arising in its community on a continuing basis.  A variety of specials, public 

service announcements, public affairs programs and broadcasts on matter of concern to 

our community are supplemented, in some cases, with in-community projects.  Our most 

significant programming, which has dealt with current community issues during the 

preceding three-month period, is set forth below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Specific Treatment of Community Issues  

 

News stories carried in the 7am Morning Newscasts and the rebroadcast of the daily 

KWCH 10:00pm newscasts, Monday through Friday, ranging in length of 45 

seconds or more, address community issues.   

 

 

News stories carried in the 7pm Sunday Newscasts ranging in length of 45 seconds 

or more, address community issues.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
COMMUNITY ISSUES 

 

 

Crime – Reports on criminal activity throughout the entire viewing area as well as the 

rest of the country and the world.  Here we are listing just a few of the stories that were 

included in our newscast this quarter. 

 

Community - Connecting with the all members of the community and serving their 

specific and special needs is important in a diverse culture. In Wichita, as in most 

communities, there is a need for the public and private organizations to contribute money, 

time, and services to important issues, organizations, and causes within their community.  

As a public medium, we carry a responsibility to let the community know about 

important causes that are worthy of public support.  

 

Economy - The economy is of major importance to Kansas residents.  Continuing growth 

keeps our employment rate high; new contract acquisitions by the local aircraft 

manufacturers, old businesses leaving town, new businesses coming in, proposed tax 

increases/decreases, and major weather concerns for residences and businesses. All of 

these factors impact the community, and are of ongoing interest and concern for our 

viewing audience.  

 

Education – Coverage of educational issues in the viewing area including the various 

school districts, higher education facilities, and communities. 

 

Environment - Environment issues and concerns are of interest are aired regularly in  

newscasts to keep viewers informed of the latest in  Environmental technology, 

treatments, advisories, etc.   

 

Health & Safety - In Wichita, as in most communities, there is a need for public 

awareness of certain public and personal safety issues, and as a public medium, it is our 

responsibility to help ensure that a message is disseminated.  

 

Politics – Coverage of the issues and decisions by city, county and state government can 

affect them.     
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KSCW 

FIRST QUARTER 

REPORTS 

2011 



 

 

 
CRIME 
 

1/3/11  7pm 

Attorneys in western Kansas expect to file charges against a man who escaped from the Larned state 

hospital. Bruce Burns escaped from the hospital last Wednesday. He was undergoing treatment in the 

sexual predator program. Burns was found Saturday morning hiding in a home in Lacrosse... He was 

arrested after a seven hour standoff. Investigators say they tracked footprints found next to a pair of stolen 

cars.  Tom Dechant's parents own the home where Burns was found in. He says they live in Kansas City 

and don't stay there often. 

 

1/4/11  8am 

A convicted sex offender is expected to appear briefly in court later this morning for a detention hearing. It 

comes as the department of social and rehabilitation services says it's still investigating how..... Bruce burns 

escaped from the Larned state hospital last Wednesday... He was in the sexual predator treatment 

program... Burns was found Saturday morning hiding in a home in rush county... He was arrested after a 

seven hour standoff... Officials with s-r-s say they are still conducting an internal investigation into how he 

got out... Burns is in jail right now... New charges related to the escape...could be filed by the end of the 

week. 

 

1/5/11  7am  

DNA evidence proves a Texas man's innocence. Cornelius Dupree Junior had served 30 years in prison for 

a rape and robbery...that prosecutors now say he did not commit. Recent DNA testing cleared Dupree. 

Officials say the 51 year old served more time than anyone else in Texas who has been cleared by DNA 

testing. Dupree says he doesn't know how to feel. ”well I’m kinda having.. Mixed emotions..  I'm happy. 

I'm kinda feeling mixed emotions.” Under Texas compensation laws for the wrongly imprisoned, Dupree is 

eligible for 80-thousand-dollars for each year he was behind bars, plus a lifetime annuity.       

 

1/6/11  8am 

New details this morning…about what led to a school shooting in Nebraska. The Omaha world-herald 

reports a teenage gunman was called to the vice principals' office Wednesday morning. According to the 

paper, student Robert Butler Junior was suspended for driving across the school's football field. The teen 

was escorted off campus, but returned over lunch hour. That's when Omaha police say the 17-year-old shot 

the school's principal and vice principal, Vicki Kaspar...before leaving campus and taking his own life. 

Kaspar died last night at a hospital.  The paper reports the principal is in serious condition at the hospital 

and is expected to recover. Butler was the son of an Omaha police detective. 

 

1/7/11  7am 

Police are fanning out across subway stations and airports in London because of continuing fears of a 

terrorist attack. Britain’s media says the security threat levels have been raised as governments in several 

European countries warn of a heightened risk of a terrorist attack. Britain's government said the overall 

threat level from international terrorism remains at "severe." 

 

1/10/11  8am 

We're continuing to follow the Arizona shooting that killed six and wounded 14.   The suspected gunman, 

22 year old Jared Lee Loughner, has now been charged with five counts in the shootings.  One of the 

victims, u-s rep. Gabrielle Giffords remains in a hospital in Tucson Arizona.   Paul Vercammen is live 

outside the hospital with the latest. A guy came to the Safeway and started shooting. Calls to 911 give a 

sense of the chaos that unfolded as a gunman opened fire outside a Safeway grocery store in Arizona--6 

people where killed and 14 others were wounded at the event for congresswomen Gabrielle Giffords.  A 

federal judge is among the dead. The suspect, 22 year old Jared Lee Loughner is in federal custody and 

faces murder and attempted murder charges.  Loughner is scheduled to make an initial appearance before a 



 

 

federal magistrate in phoenix today. Investigators searched Loughner's home and, according to court 

documents, they found an envelope with the words: "I planned ahead," and the name "giffords," along with 

what appears to be Loughner's signature," Loughner has invoked his right against self-incrimination and is 

not talking to investigators. One of the heroes of Saturday’s tragic shooting was Daniel Hernandez, a 

trained nurse and an intern for the congresswoman.   I noticed that congresswoman Giffords has been 

injured severely.  So then she became my top priority. I picked her up so that she wasn't in a position where 

she would asphyxiate in her own blood."  on capitol hill,  members will be briefed about security and all 

votes on legislation have been postponed.  The speaker of the house  condemned the shooting. No act, no 

matter how heinous, must be allowed to stop us from our duty. Mark Kelly, husband of congresswoman 

Gabrielle Giffords released a statement thanking people for their support, saying also there is little that we 

can do but pray for those who are struggling.  In Tucson, Arizona, I’m Paul Vercammen. 

 

1/12/11  7am 

"one person can keep a secret but three people can't" Allen unselt, the brother of robert unselt, said it all 

happened too fast. "the last punch that was given to him was a guy who went like this and hit him on both 

sides, and he fell." Early sunday morning...police something happened between robert unselt and three 

people. "my little brother was lying on the ground unconscious and we could not wake him." Robert unselt 

died sunday night at salina regional medical center...initial reports say he suffered a fractured skull. "thats 

my little brother...yeah we did everything together." It happened in the driveway across the street from the 

unselts home.  A neighborhood allen unselt calls dangerous.  "your back is not safe, you can not have 

anything outside, it use to be a nice neighborhood." There are still many questions - why did unselt go 

outside at 2am and what happened between he and the three other people.  Police are investigating his death 

as suspicious.  "you need the community to help, that's how you solve crimes." The family is asking anyone 

with any information for help."people call in tips, little things it all matters." Salina police echoed the plea 

from unselt. "its very limited, so were really seeking the help from the public in trying to identify these 

three individuals." "an autopsy is scheduled for tuesday in topeka, police say the preliminary results of that 

autopsy will be a vital part to the case. In salina karl man kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 
1/14/11  7am 

Police arrest four young men in the beating death of a Salina man.  48 year-old Robert Un-selt was found 

lying in a driveway early Sunday morning.  He died shortly after.  Unselt's wife told police she saw the men 

beat him, and the run off.  Police made three arrests early thursday morning...and say a fourth man turned 

himself in. 

 

1/17/11  7am 

 "Up until, you know he was about, like, 19 or 20  he was always, you know, pretty enthusiastic, pretty 

passionate. He was always an observer and especially around the time he started getting mentally ill." Jared 

Laughner's friend Tyler Conway talked on 60 minutes last night.  Laughner is accused in the deadly 

shootings at an arizona grocery store last weekend.  Conway says the 22-year-old changed dramatically in 

the past couple of years.  Meanwhile in tucson...the community is moving past last weeks events.  Two 

more victims were laid to rest including dorwin stoddard.. Who died while shielding his wife from bullets. 

congresswoman gabrielle gifford's continues her recovery.  Friends say she's improving every day. “She 

can move both parts -- both sides of her body. She can breathe. She's showing people that she can 

communicate well by, you know, holding our hands and moving her arms and her legs and looking at us." 

doctors say Giffords has now upgraded from critical condition to serious condition. 

 

1/18/11  8am 

A driver is in the hospital...and another person is under arrest after a high speed chase and shoot-out in 

western Kansas. Tom Betz with the Goodland star-news tells us state troopers stopped a car in Sherman 

county because it didn't have license plates. That's when driver took off and led troopers on a chase with 

speeds up to 90 miles an hour. It finally ended in Brewster. At some point, investigators say, a passenger in 

the car opened fire and shot a trooper's car.   The officer wasn't hurt -- but did return fire -- and stopped the 

chase. The k-b-i is now investigating the shooting. 

 

1/19/11  7am 



 

 

Saw a bunch of glass on the ground and I wondered where it came from, and i looked up and it came from 

my window that had been shot out Eugene anderson knew he had to quickly fix the hole left in his van 

window. 

This is a big van and it's kind of hard to get it warm anyway even with all the windows operational (butto 

and cover) 248 i did some engineering here and put this piece of wood in here to keep  the air out Police 

say, his van is one of dozens...shot by a b-b- gun in just 24 hours in west Wichita.  investigators now 

say...two 17-year-old were behind the spree...that left glass all over the place --   but eugene is looking at 

the bright side. If they're shooting out windows and  breaking glass, i can live with that, at least they're not 

out shooting each other. 330 so that's a plus right there. 

 

1/20/11  8am 

Wichita police spent their afternoon focusing on this area around 17th & minneapolis.    A shooting victim 

dropped off at a hospital last night told police he was shot along 17th street.   he later died of his injuries.  

Authorities want to talk with the driver  who dropped him off.  They ask that you call crimestoppers at 267-

2111 if you have any information about the shooting. 

 

1/21/11  8am 

Three years and still very few answers.  Salina police say they still have no suspects in a deadly attack.  

beverly logan was found dead inside of her home on this day three years ago.   a person in the area during 

the attack says they saw a 25 to 35 year old man with a light mustache and dreadlocks.  police believe at 

least a couple items were taken from logan's home including life -like porcelain dolls.   if you have any tips 

about the case...call Salina crimestoppers at 785-825-tips. 

 

1/22/11  8am 

And that breaking news comes to us tonight out of northwest Wichita.   that's where a man in his 30's was 

stabbed multiple times.   he was taken to the hospital in critical condition.  it happened in the 18-block of 

north payne around nine 30 tonight.   eyewitness news has a crew at the scene.  be sure to keep checking 

kwch.com for the latest on this developing story. 

 

1/23/11  7am 

in the state legislature this week...     Lawmakers will discuss banning the sale of synthetically altered 

herbal potpourri .  Our news partners at the Salina journal report that Salina’s police chief will testify 

before the joint corrections and juvenile justice committee...   Police say people smoke the potpourri to get 

high..   Last session, the legislature banned a similar substance called k-2.  Authorities say this may be an 

alternative.  track bills and find out who represents you in Topeka at k-w-c-h dot com... Just click 

'legislature latest'. 

 

1/25/11  7am 

All of a sudden i heard three shot, pow pow pow and after that i just fell on the floor. Steven fortner says he 

feels lucky to be alive...after a morning he wishes he could forget. I sit on the couch and just say why, 

what's the motive behind this. I don't have enemy's out here...why. You can count the bullet holes in his 

truck and in his home. It all happened around 2 a-m monday morning while fortner was alseep right behind 

this wall.  that 2x4 stopped it and if it wasn't for that 2x4 i probably wouldn't be here talking this morning. 

Wichita police say this is the third random drive by since last tuesday. No suspects and no clue as to why 

people like fortner are being targeted That's the same way i feel i don't bother nobody, go to work come 

home, take care of my business at home and go back to work. Shook up, unhurt...and ready to put this 

behind him. The windows, of course i can replace them on my truck and stuff and hopefully i can keep 

living on. In wichita, megan strader kwch 12 eyewitness news 

 

1/26/11  7am 

A Wichita East High School student is arrested -- accused of bringing a gun to school Tuesday. A 

spokesperson for the district says another student saw the gun...and reported it to a school resource officer.  

Police say the there was no threat made...and the gun wasn't loaded.   But the school will enforce its zero-

tolerance policy when disciplining the student. 

 

1/28/11  7am 



 

 

Opening the crimewatch...Police are looking for a suspect who robbed a hutchinson bank. It happened late 

thursday afternoon in the 600 block of east 30th at the peoples bank and trust.     police say a woman came 

through the drive through displaying a small handgun and demanded money.   she did get away with some 

money. If you have any information you are asked to call crimestoppers at 1-800-222-8477 

 

1/31/11  7am 

A trooper with the kansas highway patrol is shot during a traffic stop.   he's is in stable condition. It 

happened saturday night in the southeast part of hays.   k-h-p says during the traffic stop, the driver of the 

vehicle fired at the trooper, hitting him in the shoulder.  the driver is now at the ellis county jail. the k-b-i is 

leading the investigation. 

 

2/1/11  8am 

Also in hays..  a nearly 20-hour stand-off with police ends with an arrest.  it began sunday night when 

police were called out to the home of 30-year-old aaron randa.  authorities say he's accused of making a 

threat.   no one was hurt in the standoff. 

 

2/3/11  7am 

Welcome back...it's time parents have heard a lot about "cyber bullying," but among teens in dating 

relationships there's another dark side emerging in the digital world.  Karin caifa (kay-fa) takes us inside a 

classroom where teens are being taught the warning signs of digital dating abuse, and how to stop them.  

What else makes digital dating abuse, do you think? Inside this classroom at Jefferson middle school in 

Washington, d.c., lessons about the technology that connects teens, but also brings new challenges. Many 

parents are aware of "cyber bullying." but others may not know the signs of "digital dating abuse." and a 

recent survey found that more than half of teens know someone who's been a victim. A lot of the things that 

happen on facebook, on myspace, on the social networks on the weekends, we see filter into the school on 

Monday morning.  Digital dating abuse includes things like excessive or harassing text messages or emails, 

accessing or manipulating a boyfriend or girlfriend's facebook or myspace page, or "sexting" with racy 

photos, all by simply using a mobile phone. It doesn't necessarily cause dating abuse. You can take the 

phone away and they're still going to be a controlling relationship, but it's definitely playing out through the 

technology.  So "love is not abuse," a nationwide coalition that teaches teens about the dangers of domestic 

violence, now has a bigger focus on the role of the internet and social networking, during and after a 

relationship. You're texting a lot and both people are happy, but what if you try to break up, and the texting 

keeps happening?  The students here were the first to take part in the new curriculum, a kickoff to 

February’s national teen dating violence awareness and prevention month. It will soon roll out across the 

country, a campaign to help students understand that abuse is real even if it's in the digital realm. In 

Washington, I’m karin caifa. 

 

2/4/11  7am 

The last of seven people charged in the k-u ticket scandal is changing his plea. A court document filed this 

week shows a change-of-plea hearing is set for ben kirtland.   he'll appear in a wichita federal courtroom 

later this month. 

     kirtland previously pleaded not guilty to conspiracy. Four other defendants have already pleaded guilty 

to conspiracy.    two more admitted they broke the law by failing to report the crime.  authorities say the 

people involved stole two million dollars worth of tickets...sold them...and then pocketed about five million 

dollars.  

 

2/5/11  8am 

an argument turns violent... And a wichita man is in the hospital. It's in our crimewatch tonight.  The 

shooting happened around 10-30 this morning, near the intersection of kellogg and millbrook road.  Police 

found the 42 year victim with a gunshot wound to the abdomen.  he was taken to the hospital l in critical 

condition.  Officers found the suspect hiding in a shed 2 blocks away.  Investigators say the victim and 

suspect had an argument before the shooting. 

 

2/6/11  8am 

Are we safe being here now?  Sunday, outside the apartment she calls home, tenishea white is too anxious 

to go inside. Basically told me that i was going to have to evacuate my house because there was a meth lab 



 

 

upstairs.    The knock on her door came saturday night...tenishea's upstairs neighbor had been making the 

drug for weeks. 

They said its pretty large if you don't leave you'll be sick.  Tenishea says she already was...plagued for days 

with headaches and nausea...she felt relieved to spend the night at a friends. She returned sunday morning 

to find cleaning crews clearing the scene. I approached an officer that was at another end and asked him 

what the procedure would be after the chemical trucks had left and he didn't know anything he just said he 

had just got a call that said they could leave and that was it.   But she says no one could tell her if her home 

was safe or what she needed to do next.  Numerous calls went unreturned so, much of her day was spent on 

the porch. Neglected, i mean i am almost upset. I have been spending the whole day trying to figure out 

where i can get information from. after our interview....and nearly 9 hours after the scene was 

leared...tenishea finally gets some answers. Police,57:30-we knocked on the doors and invited the citizens 

to come out.  an impact meetng put on by wichita police after a neighborhood crime drew just one 

person...with enough questions for the entire block. Police,59:12-i think it was a breakdown in 

communication and then she wanted a little more information on meth labs and so we made that happen.  

police apologized for the delay and now tenishea has the answers she needs to feel safe again.  in wichita 

kara sewell kwch 12 eyewitness news.  

 

2/7/11  7am 

continuing our crimewatch... Wichita man shot in the stomach Saturday morning is in fair condition.  

Police say the 42 year old victim was shot near Kellogg and 119th street.  Investigators say he had been in 

an argument with the shooter.  Police found the accused shooter hiding in a shed a couple of blocks away.  

He is in jail awaiting charges. 

 

2/8/11  8am 

Derby police say this man is still on the loose tonight.  They're looking for Patrick Stewart. He's accused of 

two sexual assaults in derby Monday morning. Police say he faces aggravated sodomy, aggravated assault 

and kidnapping charges once he's caught. 

 

2/9/11  7am 

Wichita police quickly arrest two crooks...who robbed a south Wichita bank Tuesday. Police say two men 

walked into the bank of America near Pawnee and Broadway. They demanded money and customers' 

wallets...but had to leave empty handed as officers quickly got to the scene... “Since it's snowing out some 

of the officers were at the substation a couple of blocks away..not wrecking their patrol cars we all high tail 

over here...we had an officer drive by the scene right when it came out so he just turned right in.” Police 

say footprints in the snow led officers to a nearby apartment complex...where the robbers were hiding. A 

neighbor sent us these pictures from the scene. 

 

2/10/11  7am 

They had bad seats--or worse-- no seats when they showed up for this year's super bowl.  For them the only 

thing "super" coming out of this game...is their multi-million dollar lawsuit.   stacey butler spoke to a 

california attorney involved in the suit. 

 

2/11/11  7am 

Wichita police investigate the city's latest homicide. Police say a 38 year old man was stabbed in the leg at 

a home on west nantucket... Near 13th and ridge...     they say a woman who lived with the victim drove 

him to a west side emergency room...where he died.     the woman was taken into custody.     police say 

they're still trying to figure out what led to the stabbing. 

 

2/14/11  7am 

the head of a grocery store chain resigns - after being arrested on child prostitution charges in phoenix.    

michael gilliland is accused of offering to pay for sex with an underage girl he met online.    phoenix police 

say he was one of eight men arrested in a sting operation thursday.   gilliland is the c-e-o of sunflower 

farmers market.    in a statement, he said he's not guilty of the charges and expects to be cleared. 

 

2/15/11  7am 



 

 

New this morning..A man is in critical condition after a shooting in west wichita. It happened at a bar about 

1:45 this morning in the 7-hundred block of n. West street.     that's near central and west.   officials say two 

men were arguing when the shooting happened.  sedgwick county dispatchers tell us a man was shot in the 

leg and taken to the hospital.  they police have taken two people in for questioning. 

 

2/16/11  7am 

The latest in a shooting we first told you about yesterday morning...A gunman is behind bars accused of 

shooting a man at a bar in west wichita. Police were called out to doobley's around 1-45 tuesday 

morning...that's near central and west.  They say two groups of people were fighting, when someone fired 

several shots near the bar.  One man was hit in the leg... He was taken to a wichita hospital in serious 

condition. 

 

2/17/11  8am 

Also new this morning. A man accused of fleeing police is in critical condition after wrecking the car he 

was driving. Just after 11-30 last night, police officers say they pulled over a driver in a stolen car at 

Lincoln and Bleckley. The driver fled off and a short chase started. He only made it a few miles before 

crashing into two vehicles at Douglas and Oliver. The driver was taken to the hospital with critical injuries, 

while people in the two other cars have minor injuries. Douglas and Oliver was closed for several hours 

overnight. The Kansas highway patrol is investigating the crash. 

 

2/18/11  7am 

An emporia woman accused of abondoning her newborn...goes to trial next month.  christina de-vine was 

in court thursday morning.   prosecutors say the 24-year-old woman gave birth to a boy in december.   they 

say she then wrapped the newborn in trash bag, and left it in a dumpster.   in court thursday, devine's 

attorney asked that interviews she gave to police and s-r-s agents be thrown out. arguing that devine was 

not advised of her rights until *after* the interviews were done.  but a judge denied the request...saying 

devine understood her rights. 

 

2/21/11  7am 

Police officers in topeka are pushing for a bill that requires scrap metal dealers in kansas to be licensed.   

Right now wichita and kansas city are the only cities that require it. That would change under the measure 

in the house.  The bill is designed to help officers fight increases in theft of copper, aluminum and other 

scrap metal. 

 

2/22/11  8am 

The stepmother of a disabled girl from North Carolina has been charged with second degree murder. 10 

year old zahra baker went missing last year...and was later found dead. The girl lost part of her left leg at 

age 5 and lost hearing in both ears while being treated for cancer. On Monday, her stepmother, Elisa baker 

was charged with second-degree murder. Adam baker says his  “I’m extremely grateful that police took 

their time to go through things properly and come to the conclusion that they've come to.” Adam baker is 

originally from Australia and says he will stay in the country as long as needed.  He would eventually like 

to return to his native country with his daughter's remains. Police say they don't have evidence to charge 

anyone else in the case. 

 

2/23/11  7am 

When eric srack owner of the grind  gave our cameras a look at his popular product know as potpourri...he 

felt he was not doing anything wrong by selling it. Now he's in jail. "as long as people keep coming up with 

new designer drugs i think this will just keep on happening." Here's a list of all illegal drugs in kansas - you 

won't recognize them because they're listed by their chemical name.  Prosecutors say what srack sold...is 

chemically - close enough to an illegal drug.  The law allows the kansas board of pharmacy to look at the 

potpourri's chemical compound...and decide whether it's legal or illegal."we are going to look at history and 

any patterns of abuse and risk to the public health." When we spoke to srack in december he choose not to 

say much about this potpourri. 

"if you know what is going on you know what is going on..if you don't we are not trying to let you in on it."  

The grind remains closed after being raided last week...the front door boarded up. No word if or when it 

will reopen. In salina karl man kwch 12 eyewitness news. 



 

 

 

2/24/11  8am 

Breaking news this morning..out of London where a British judge says wiki leaks founder Julian Assange 

can be extradited to Sweden ...where he faces sex crime charges. The judge ruled this morning that 

prosecutors have good reason to extradite Assange. Assange is expected to appeal the ruling...which could 

drag the case out for at least another month. Assange says he innocent and that the charges are part of a 

smear campaign against him. And be sure to stick around...later this hour, we'll take a look at why his 

website, wiki leaks, may also be in some financial trouble. 

 

2/28/11  7am 

A woman is taken to the hospital in serious condition following a shooting in north wichita. It happened in 

the 1300 block of north minneapolis around 9:30 sunday evening.   police believe the suspect walked up to 

the house and shot it.  a bullet went through the home and hit the woman in the arm.   the injuries are not 

considered life threatening. 

     no arrests have been made.  

 

3/1/11  8am 

An officer with the Ellsworth correctional facility is out on bond this morning... Accused of sex crimes. 

Our news partners at the Salina journal report the officer was talking with a Salina investigator posing as a 

13-year-old girl from may of last year through February of this year. The man was arrested at his Ellsworth 

home on Friday, but posted a 50-thousand dollars bond. 

3/3/11  8am 

A California parole board denies the release of Robert f Kennedy’s convicted assassin. Sirhan sirhan was 

denied parole Wednesday evening at pleasant valley state prison. The 66-year-old sirhan claims he does not 

remember shooting Kennedy at a Los Angeles hotel on June 4, 1968. 

 

 

3/4/11  7am 

Police are looking for the man who robbed a north east salina liquor store last weekend.  they're releasing 

this surveillance video.  you can see a man breaking through the glass door.   he then ran in grabbed some 

merchandise and left.  if you have any information you are asked to call crimestoppers at 825-tips. 

 

3/7/11  8am 

This was the scene friday night when fire-fighters responded to joyland amusement park. Sallee 26:57 huge 

ball of glowing fire...28:21 big orange flame     fire officials now say it was arson.     that doesn't suprise 

anyone who lives near there. Sallee 26:04 stuff is always happening over there see people walking around    

these neighbors have seen the park slowly deteriorate. Sax 23:03 a lot of vandalism...caught people stealing 

Sallee 26:20 kids throwing stuff shooting stuff.      it's gotten so bad that lindsay sallee doesn't feel safe in 

her own backyard. 27:33 nervous to be outside by myself because people always do not safe things there.      

and friday's fire was the last straw.  they say it came dangerously close to their house. 28:43 the embers 

were landing in our yard...Sax 2:39 or 25:15 the grass was dry we were all in trouble, standing by with our 

hoses. 27:11 sad to see something so great rotting away... 

     (standup)      "the owners say they are frustrated with the vandals as well but say there's not much they 

can do about it. They are still deciding what to do with the property that lays on 40 acres. One option is to 

sell it, but they have yet to put it on the market. Sax 23:03 something needs to be done.   it closed five years 

ago..and hasn't brought anyone joy since then.   neighbors say it's time for action. Sax 24:12 security patrol 

it. 29:17 it would make a great park   in wichita, melody pettit kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

3/8/11  8am 

And the Wichita bomb squad is called in to dispose of a suspicious package left on a public bus. Police say 

a man riding the bus got off at Wichita’s mid-continent airport... When passengers noticed he left a 

backpack behind, they tried to let him know. When he ignored them, passengers reported his suspicious 

behavior. Officers found him inside the airport, and based off of comments made by the man, the bomb 

squad was called in. The man is in police custody. 

 

3/9/11  7am 



 

 

In the crimewatch...A saline county man receives probation for secretly video-taping his family. Our news 

partners at the salina journal report the bridgeport man used the videos for sexual gratification.  a woman 

living in the home discovered a hidden camera last september.  prosecutors and the defense agreed on 

probation after a plea agreement. 

 

3/10/11  8AM 

Actress Lindsay Lohan heads back to court today. Lohan's expected to say whether she will accept a plea 

deal on a felony charge for allegedly stealing a 25-hundred-dollar necklace.   The actress is accused of 

walking out of a California jewelry store in January with the jewelry. If she opts out of the deal, the case 

could go to trial.  At her last court appearance, the judge warned Lohan that any plea deal would involve 

jail time.  

 

3/11/11  8am 

Lisa clancy nolla hoped she'd be his last victim.  That didn't happen. lisa/ 5:50 it doesn't make sense. 

Wesley watson was supposed to spend 60 years in prison for raping lisa.  In 1980...when she was 14-year-

old...he followed her from school... And attacked in her college hill home.  Since then...nola foulston's 

worked to make sure he stayed locked up. Nola/31:09 we tired, we tried really hard. But in 2009 the parole 

board decided to release watson...30 years early.  That's when the state stepped in. Nola/ 27:58 we knew he 

was a sexual predator and was a clear and present danger. Kansas has a sexually violent predator law.  It's 

meant to keep people like watson away from the public...even after being released from prison. Nola/ 25:04 

i tried the very first ks sexual predator case. 

The law allows sex offenders to be committed to larned state hospital for indefinite treatment.  To end up 

here...a jury must agree the offender is a sexually violent predator.  Lisa/ 3:08 he fit the description of why 

this law is in effect.  When watson attacked lisa...he was on parole for attempting to rape another girl in 

1977.  Before that...he was arrested 12 other times for sex crimes.   But the psychologists who reviewed his 

case disagreed on whether he was truly a threat. Lisa/ 6:02 it was the most ridiculous thing i've ever heard 

of in my life. According to transcripts from the 2009 hearing... A doctor with larned state hospital testified 

watson would most likely not re-offend.  Part of that was because of his good behavior in prison...the fact 

he hadn't attacked any female prison guards. Nola/29:52 it makes you wonder, there are no children in 

prison.  The doctor also thought watson was too old to be a threat. 

Lisa/ 5:28 i found it a little insulting, it's ridiculous to think a 52 year old not to be able to offend again. 

But another expert said watson fit the criteria of a sexually violent predator.  Based on his history, the 

doctor said the risk of watson re-offending was extraordinary. Lisa/8:00 anyone who looks at his past, of 

course logic is going to tell you that's going to happen again. Stand up:  jurors disagreed.  Watson's case 

resulted in a hung jury and he was released.    Foulston says they focused on the fact the attacks happened 

30 years ago. Nola/ 30:40 it was astounding to me that they somehow thought a pedophilia would be cured 

just by length of time. Larned/ 14:28 these are some of the most difficult evaluations that our psychologists 

do. The superintendent of larned state hospital says when reviewing sexual predator cases... Psychologists 

find about half of the offenders to still be a threat. 15:18 it's a risk assessment, not a risk prediction.  I'm not 

saying yes this person will re-offend or not re-offend. In watson's case...the larned assessment was wrong.  

Last december...11 months after his release...he impersonated a police officer at this kansas city wal-mart.  

He took a woman and sexually assaulted her.  He's since plead guilty. 

7:22 deep down we knew this would happen, that there would be another victim. Watson's case is rare.  Of 

the 49 sexually violent predator cases over the last three years...a jury committed everyone but watson to 

larned.   

8:30 it's not a perfect world and the system isn't going to be perfect, but we can always try to learn from our 

mistakes. Lisa says although the law didn't work for her...she's grateful its there...trying to keep others from 

becoming victims.   Kh eyewitness news.> 

 

3/16/11  7am 

In the crime watch... a dodge city man receives a ten-year prison sentence for child pornography.   kenneth 

wilhelm thought he was chatting online with a 13-year-old girl.  the girl turned out to be an undercover 

officer.  prosecutors say wilhelm sent the officer nude photos of himself.  wilhelm pled guilty to 

distributing child porn and obscene material to a minor. 

 

3/17/11  8am 



 

 

Police arrest a candidate for Wichita city council. Police booked Mark Gietzen into the Sedgwick county 

jail yesterday afternoon after arresting him on a bench warrant for a traffic charge.  Gietzen is a candidate 

for district three. He told eyewitness news he forgot about the court date that morning--and was surprised to 

see three officers at his door just hours later. Gietzen says he was handcuffed and fingerprinted.  He's 

accused of making an improper turn. Now here's Mark with a final look at your saint patricks day forecast. 

 

3/18/11  7am 

A disabled army veteran accused of stalking a topeka church will appear in court at the end of the month.    

ryan newell was supposed to appear thursday for his case...but the hearing was continued.     newell is 

charged with one felony and five misdemeanors crimes.   he was arrested in november for stalking 

members of the controversial westboro baptist church. 

 

3/21/11  7am 

No arrests have been made in a weekend shooting in north wichita. Officers patrolling near 21st and grove 

said they heard several gunshots around 3-30 sunday morning.   they found a 31 year old man in a nearby 

home, with three gunshot wounds to the leg.  he was taken to the hospital in critical condition, but has since 

improved.   he is expected to recover. 

 

3/22/11  8am 

A tour bus driver facing criminal charges in a deadly accident speaks out. "I’m hurt. I'm really hurt. I'm 

hurting about the whole situation."  Bus driver ophadell (ohh'fadell) williams still insists he was cut off by a 

tractor-trailer causing him to wreck on a New York highway. The crash killed 15 people. Williams' 

attorney says he tried to get passengers out of the bus after the crash. And his wife holly says he can't sleep 

at night. 

 

3/23/11  8am 

A former Kearny county sheriff's deputy will be sentenced may third after pleading guilty to 3 counts of 

sexual exploitation of a child. 47-year-old timothy rains of lakin admitted to taking explicit photographs of 

a now-18-year-old woman with whom he had a relationship. There were originally 13 counts against him, 

but 10 of those were dropped. Rains resigned in march. 

 

3/25/11  7am 

A school employee in sublette is under investigation.   The employee is accused of an inappropriate 

relationship with a student.  Authorities aren't releasing much information.  The k-b-i is helping with the 

investigation. 

 

3/28/11  7am 

In the crimewatch.  Four people are injured, two of them critically, after they are attacked near downtown 

wichita. 

  police say it happened shortly after 4 sunday morning, at an apartment near broadway and central.   they 

say the victims in critical condition were beaten with a blunt object.  police have one person of interest in 

custody.   investigators say the victims don't know why they were attacked, but add they all knew the 

suspect. 

 

3/30/11  7am 

 Also in the crime watch. A garden city man dies after he's stabbed during a fight early tuesday morning. 

Police say two men were both hurt during an altercation in the 1900 block of sloan street.  One man took 

himself to a hospital where he was treated and released.  Police found the other man dead in a yard in the 

18-hundred block of koster... 

     So far no one has been arrested. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

COMMUNITY 
 

1/4/11  8am 

Much of the Kansas winter wheat crop is in tough shape following a December that brought little, if any, 

rain Kansas Agricultural Statistics Service reports that 33 percent of the crop is in poor to very poor 

condition while 40 percent is listed as fair. Only 25 percent of Kansas winter wheat was rated as good with 

just 2 percent in excellent condition. 

 

1/7/11  7am 

K-dot is getting ready for the snow. Last night on twitter, Wichita k-dot said it’s pre-treating ramps, 

bridges, and other elevated roadways. It says you should be on the lookout so you can avoid the trucks. 

We're staying on top of the winter storm, too. Follow us on twitter at kwch-underscore-morning... And find 

us a facebook at kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

 

1/12/11  7am 

The project is now 10 years old, and many lawmakers are wondering if the state house's construction 

project will ever come to an end.   the renovations called for making more room for offices and building a 

parking garage... And renovating some of the more historical aspects of the building.   the project is costing 

much more than originally planned... And the construction company in charge of the project says it's 

because of the age of the building. On the short term you can say yeah why were you spending that kind of 

money, on the long term you can say man this is going to give a lot of generations a beautiful building for 

years to come.  the final phases should be done in two years.  even though the project cost more than 

originally thought... It's paid for entirely by bonds...not taxes. 

 

1/13/11  8am 

A famous Wichita radio personality dies. Former k-f-t-i morning announcer Dugg (doug) Collins passed 

away at his home in Amarillo, Texas.  We don't know the cause of death. Collins took over on k-f-t-i in 

1999 when Mike Oatman retired... And stayed on through 2008. Before coming to Kansas, Collins worked 

at radio stations in Texas and Oklahoma. The 66 year-old was also a country music performer and worked 

with big country acts. Collins has many awards including d-j of the year from the country music 

association... He was also inducted into the country music dj hall of fame in 1996. In 2009, he moved back 

to Texas to be with his family. 

 

1/14/11  7am 

tickets go on sale tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock for the tim mcgraw concert.  The arena will use a lottery 

system to give out tickets.  So there's advantage to lining up early.   fans can start lining up at the box office 

at 7 in the morning.   At nine, they'll be given a ticket with a number.   Arena officials will then randomly 

draw a number...and that ticket holder will jump to the front of the line... everyone follows in numerical 

order.  tickets prices cost between 50 and 66 dollars. 

 

1/17/11  7am 

In honor of martin luther king junior day.... The wichita city offices will be closed today.    that includes all 

public libraries, neighborhood city halls, and park and rec centers.  city arts... Cowtown, century two, the 

indian center, the art museum, and botanica are also closed for the holiday.  There is no city bus service 

today and no mail delivery. 

 

1/18/11  8am 

Funeral services are today for Army Sergeant Eric Nettleton. He was killed two weeks ago in Afghanistan 

when an I-E-D exploded. The funeral is at the all saints catholic church. The 26 year old graduated from 

Wichita's West High School in 2-thousand-3. He joined the Army shortly after graduation, and was based 

in Germany. 

 



 

 

1/19/11  7am 

Good news for hunters and outdoor enthusiasts...cabela's is coming to wichita.   Tuesday, the outdoor 

superstore announced plans to open a wichita store in the spring of 2012.   this will the second store in 

kansas, in addition this kansas city location.   we're told the 80-thousand-square-foot store will be built in 

the regency lakes shopping center at 21st street and greenwich road.   wichita mayor carl brewer says it's 

big news for the city. To have something of this caliber and we're starting out it's very exciting for us.   the 

mayor says the city did not have to put up any money to get cabela's to come it wichita.  cabela's stores 

employ up to 200 people.  it will be built near the super target at 21st and greenwich. 

 

1/20/11  10am 

Have you ever been so excited about something that you got a little loose with the facts?     it happened to a 

local hospital and eyewitness news viewers started raising eyebrows. Factfinder 12 investigator brian heap 

tells us about the radioactive math lesson...with a positive ending... Track: unless you're a math whiz...you 

might have driven by this billboard and not even noticed the error.   take another look.  The ad for galichia 

heart hospital says its new low dose c-t scanner uses "up to 300-percent less radiation."...than a traditional 

c-t scan.    eyewitness news viewer randy peck emailed us, saying he was both confused and amused by the 

mathematical impossibilty.  Randy asked "will this thing actually suck the residual radiation from my 

body?"    sot: steve bite #1 "we just missed it."  track: galichia c-e-o steve harris says it was an honest 

mistake...and that the confusion is in the way percentage change is calculated   track: for example....let's say 

the new c-t scanner exposes a person to 5 units of radiation....compared to 20 units of radiation with the old 

machine.   going from 5 to 20 is a 300-percent jump...so you could say the old scanner uses 300% more 

radiation than the new one.   but when you flip the numbers around...and go from 20 units to 5.  That's a 75-

percent reduction.  So the billboard should have said the new c-t scanner uses 75-percent less radiation.   

sot: steve bite #2  "i think it speaks highly of the math iq of our residents and citizens in wichita."    track: 

harris hopes you won't be so focused on the math that you lose sight of all the good this new 2-million 

dollar machine can do...    sot: steve bite #3 "it's a very significant reduction in radiation and it's something 

we think is a very important technology for our patients and patients in wichita."   track: that's because 

medical research shows that over time the more radiation you're exposed to, the greater your risk of getting 

of cancer.    sot: bit fred #1 "you have the right coronary artery coming down on the right side here."  track: 

c-t technician fred meuller says the machine takes a 3-d scan of the heart... In less time and with greater 

visual detail   sot: fred bite #2 "our other machine was cool...but this one is really cool."   sot: doctor bite #1 

"we are giving one-tenth the amount of radiation on some of these patients...so we really feel good about 

that."   track: cardiologist mark bowles says in the past, doctors have been reluctant to order multiple c-t 

scans for patients because of radiation concerns.   sot: doctor bite #2 "now with the low radiation we feel 

like we can repeat a study on somebody and not worry so much about it."  track: all that equals a plus for 

patients...no matter what kind of math you use.   brian heap, factfinder 12 investigators. 

 

1/21/11  8am 

in the state legislature this week...  Lawmakers will discuss banning the sale of synthetically altered herbal 

potpourri .   Our news partners at the salina journal report that salina's police chief will testify before the 

joint corrections and juvenile justice committee...   Police say people smoke the potpourri to get high.. Last 

session, the legislature banned a similar substance called k-2.  Authorities say this may be an alternative.  

track bills and find out who represents you in topeka at k-w-c-h dot com... Just click 'legislature latest'. 

 

1/23/11  8am 

Sports bars like this one are full of football fans...watching the big games that determine who will play in 

the super-bowl. Mos 1:24 pittsburg steelers Mos 55:09 steelers Mos jets cant stand pitt...     nothings 

changed about the old rivalries... but something has changed in the bars.   its now been six months since 

kansas enacted the state-wide smoking ban. it's irritating... it def has hurt our business...   the manager of 

shooters, a pool hall says the smoking ban has brought business down 30 to 40 percent.   they're one of the 

places suing the state because of it. 

Gibson 51:27 people would just rather go home and smoke  but according to a study out of kansas city... 

The ban has had little effect on business...   but a large effect on how clean the air is... Inside places like this 

one.     

Mos 2:35 i actually go to more places because of no smoking...  the study says inside the newly smoke free 

bars... Air pollution is down by 94-percent... To levels similar to what you find outdoors. i like it feels 



 

 

cleaner...would think bars would get more people.  so while the smoking ban is hot topic that continues to 

spark debate...there's one thing both bars have in common. Football.   in wichita, melody pettit kwch 12 

eyewitness news. 

 

1/25/11  8am 

 Guardrail--is this kdot crew's specialty.   and after the latest winter storm   20 very busy   there's plenty to 

do.  3:39 out of this storm i've got three weeks of work to do without even trying.   David lechner oversees 

this crew-- 

     and says winter storms take a toll...on the equipment you see on the road...and the state's budget--and 

guess where it gets the money to make repairs.   Out of the blue i got this letter from an attorney for an 

accident that happened a year ago.   Margaret kounter called factfinder 12 after receiving this bill for more 

than 18-hundred dollars (highlight the number)    her son jeff wrecked his car on icy conditions last winter i 

lost control of the car and tapped the gaurd rail  the kounters feeling...it was an accident and the state 

should pay.  we have police fire we have roads all this is supposed to be done for us...why are they coming 

after us for guard rail?  (standup--splitscreen) 

this may help you understand why.   just last year...the wichita kdot office...submitted 587 claims--worth 

almost 430 thousand dollars for damage caused by wrecks.    that's not statewide...that's just sedgwick 

county. this crew did 11 thousand feet of guard rail...a little over two miles two miles of this type of work--

with supplies, trucks, equipment, and a lot of labor.    3:505 everyone is responsible for themselves.   and 

lechner says...remember why it's there in the first place.   3:13 he's probably glad the gaurdrail was there is 

was there to protect him.   and he is...but   j- 42:06 i feel that i pay taxes and that should take care of it.   for 

fact finder 12 investigators, i'm michael schwanke.> 

 

1/26/11  7am 

We're learning more about the hollywood video collections letters we told you about earlier this week. A 

Wichita law firm has filed a lawsuit...challenging the legitimacy of the letters.  The attorney behind it te;;s 

Eyewitness News.  The Collections Agency...national credit solutions... is violating the kansas consumer 

protection act ...and using deceptive and unconscionable practices.    meantime, the kansas attorney general 

says the whole thing appears to be a scam.   attorney general derek schmidt issued a warning to 

consumers...urging them to call his office before paying any money to the company behind the letters.   

dozens of kansans received letters saying they owe a hundred dollars, or more in late fees to the now 

bankrupt hollywood video chain.  the better business bureau says national credit solutions is a collections 

agency in good standing.   it says you can dispute the fees in writing. go to kwch-dot-com to find out what 

you need to do next. 

 

1/28/11  8am 

We want to let you know… we're working to fix a problem with our transmitter...     we will turn off our 

trasmitter early saturday morning...to make final repairs.     this work will start at 12-37 saturday morning - 

and it's expected to take about two hours to complete..     it will affect viewers in the wichita area who 

watch t-v with an antenna.   if you watch us over the air, and lose channel 12 overnight, do *not* rescan 

your tv or converter box.   just wait for channel 12 to come back saturday morning.   you can also find us at 

33-point-2 on the dial…in standard definition. 

     some cable system viewers may not be able to watch us for those two hours… but these repairs will 

*not* affect  cox, dish and at&t subscribers.   if you are a directv subscriber and want to watch overnight, 

you'll need to find channel 12 in standard definition.    you'll find more information at k-w-c-h dot-com.  

thanks for your patience. 

 

1/29/11  8am 

     from an old fashioned blacksmith...  to a traditional spanish dance(nats?)     the kaufmann museum in 

north newton has many ways to celebrate the 150th birthday of kansas. sesquinteniall...i had to practice 

awhile to say that. 

Mos it's fun...or something here.   a big mark in the state's history...but during the planning...state officials 

made it clear they had no extra money to spend on a party. 37:13 the realization that we weren't going to 

get any extra money...so we held our normal kansas day it's our 14th year we have our normal kinds of 

funding no special funding but we still invited community to be involved. 36:32 so instead of bemoaning 

that we asked how we can be creative? Events we already have... (nats hat parade)   like this hat 



 

 

parade...just one of the things the kaufmann museum came up with to have fun on the big day...without 

spending extra cash. 38:54 making kansas birthday hats...recycled papers crayons markers make something 

that's celebrative...applause of people, fun everybody can participate but doesn't cost a lot of money. 37:34 

we built on what we were already were celebrating a theme the museum used to build up their annual 

kansas day celebration...to make it into a birthday resident's would enjoy.  Mos it's fun my daughter enjoys 

it. 38:00 you don't need money to throw a party, you have to say come it's time to do something together, 

unique in celebrating it's union.    in north newton, melody pettit, kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

1/30/11  8am 

The largest shark that ever lived is on display at exploration place. You're looking at was once known as 

mega-la-don.   it's one of the main attractions of the national traveling exhibit.  experts are also on hand to 

tell you everything you could possible want to known about the aquatic features.  The exhibit runs until 

may first. 

 

1/31/11  7am 

Horse enthusiats are looking forward to the new casino plan near mulvane.    this is what the casino will 

look like. 

     it's not the slot machines and blackjack tables that have equestrians happy.   it's the idea of a center big 

enough to hold horse events.   many competitions have been sent out of state because of the lack of 

adequate facilities.  the kansas quarter horse association says the facility at the casino would make kansas a 

destination for large horse shows. 

 

2/1/11  7am 

It will soon be a little easier to learn about the early days of kansas...On monday, governor sam brownback 

helped unveil a new database system at the state library in topeka...  the database collects old documents 

from when kansas became a territory in 1854... Up through 1865...  the materials include things like 

personal narratives, political speeches, sermons and period songs..."because the documents are scanned in, 

you can actually see how the documents looked in their original appearance." "we have fabulous history 

with a number of contributions to what's happened around the world that's happened here.  And this is part 

of making that more accessible and learning and seeing where we came from to know where we go." the 

database contains 197 documents and 20-thousand pages of text, photos and maps. 

 

2/2/11  8am 

Kid rock's concert went on last night.   Hundreds braved the winter weather to see him.   Fans say they 

didn't let that stop them. "really if you get out and drive the snow is not that bad." 51:48 RANDY "kid rock 

brought me out here tonight..i don't care about the weather, I don't care a bout nothing, you know. He's 

from the 313 you know, detroit" > 

     Arena officials opened the outer doors early so fans wouldn't have to wait outside in the snow and cold...  

 

2/3/11  7am 

Blowing snow… And wicked winds. The winter storm will be over soon. But the weather has forced many 

cancellations for today... Including Wichita public and catholic schools... Wichita state university... And k-

u. Find all the latest closings at k-w-c-h dot com...  Meantime.. .road crews are working around the clock to 

remove drifting snow from roads and keep drivers from getting stuck... But as the snow moves out... The 

concerns change to dangerously cold air... 

 

2/4/11  7am 

As some towns struggle to keep businesses open..others are taking risks to start new businesses.   In 

november, voters in oxford approved a city-wide loan for a grocery store.  If the store fails, taxpayer have 

to pick up the half a million dollar tab. 

 

2/6/11  8am 

People across the country had their eyes glued to the big game tonight...   superbowl 45 in the books...with 

the green bay packers coming out on top.   the chalet sports bar in wichita was full of fans showing pride.  

some were there for the grid-iron action...  other were there to enjoy the commercials.   no matter who or 

*what* they were rooting for... 



 

 

     they were all about enjoying the biggest football game of the year. Yeah it's been good, good 

atmosphere. Good drinks good food.>   the sports bar was pretty evenly split between the packers and the 

steelers fans. 

      

2/7/11  7am 

People across the country had their eyes glued to the big game last night...The chalet (shall-lay) sports bar 

in wichita had packers and steelers fans showing their pride.  many were there for the grid-iron 

action...while some just came to socialize and check out the commercials.   either way it was about 

enjoying the the biggest game of the year... 

Yeah it's been good, good atmosphere. Good drinks good food.   this particular sports bar was pretty evenly 

split between packers and steelers fans. 

 

2/8/11  8am 

A quick getaway would be tough in weather like this, and two accused bank robbers prove it. It's new at 

five tonight. Wichita police say the men walked into the Bank of America near Pawnee and Broadway this 

afternoon. They demanded money from the teller, plus the wallets of customers. They left running away 

from the bank with nothing. But they also left their footprints which led police right to them. Plus it didn't 

take police long to get there, .. Patrol south is also located at Pawnee and Broadway. 

 

2/9/11  7am 

In the last 24 hours... The dispatchers at Sedgwick county emergency communications have taken more 

than two hundred phone calls on accidents. And that's with the emergency accident reporting plan in effect. 

The total number of accidents called in for last week's storm was a lot less than that. We look at why there 

were so few last week, compared with so many now.... 

 

2/10/11  8am 

Cabela's wants to open a store here at k-96 and greenwich.  But if you shop at the outdoor chain in the 

future...it may cost you a little more.  That's because cabela's is asking wichita for an incentive.  Not every 

city council member is sure it's a good idea we have to be very strategic and very careful and have pretty 

strict guidelines and how we utilize those    cabela's wants to be part of what's called a "community 

improvement district" or c-i-d.  It means if granted, you'll pay an extra one-point-two percent sales tax.  

Cabela's says it needs the extra tax because this area is going to see an increase in traffic. One of the 

reasons cabela's wants the cid is to help finance new on and off ramps for k96. Because right now, the only 

direction you get on k96 from greenwhich is west bound there's good arguments for both of that when they 

start taking those dollars and putting them back into local infrastructure projects that would have 

historically been paid for out of the general fund or out of debt service what we don't know if whether 

cabela's abandon plans to build in wichita if it doesn't get the incentive.  A company spokesperson would 

only say without it...they'd have to go back to the drawing board. The wichita city council will likely make 

a decision next month.  In wichita dave roberts, kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

2/11/11  7am 

The pain at the pump just dug a little deeper, as prices have topped three-dollars a gallon in the wichita-

area. 

     the last time it was this high was about three years ago.   experts say pump prices will go even higher in 

the summer months.   drivers are simply trying to adjust...I'm actually planning on selling this truck right 

now because it kills me at the pump. I'm putting in 20 dollars right now and it's going to get me four or five 

gallons...worth a couple of days and that's it.  a year ago, wichitans paid abou 2-41 a gallon.  that's about a 

dollar a gallon more than it was ten years ago. 

 

2/13/11  8am 

Rich fox isn't one to let things go---     29:00 i ain't paying them there ain't no way.   and he's sure not going 

to let anyone take advantage of him---or his custom street rod business.   25:59 my conversation is...what 

part of no do you not understand     fox called factfinder 12 to warn others about what happened to him.    

he got a call from a company called local online yellowbook--based out of new jersey.    25:20 the first 

question she asked was are you the one that makes decision on adverting...when you say yes they got you.   

got you...because despite fox's repeated attempts to say...no--they recorded him saying yes.   4:09 they are 



 

 

very very pushy. He got a bill anyway...and a collection notice wanting 566 dollars.    25:39 what they do is 

alter the conversation.    fox says the company played back an altered recording of him saying yes--if that's 

the case...       15 it's called slamming    the better business bureau says--it's common.    44 they tell you 

their recording it they chop it up and make it sound like you've accepted a listing with their directory and 

then they can start billing you and you have not.     What's the company--local online yellow book-- say 

about it? Factfinder 12 tried to get a response--this is how it went on our end. 

      18:11 who's in charge there?   18:28 i can't talk to a supervisor?    11:18 who would that person be? 

     11:28 you can't give me your address?   13:51 who's your boss who do i need to talk to in your 

company? 

     14:36 do you have a supervisor i could speak with?   9:55 did i need an appointment to talk to you   we 

were eventually told to submit a written request--four days later we got this response.  a letter "demanding 

that we cease and desist"--even before we could tell them what the story was about.    it says--   "we 

demand that you supply us with all your evidence, documentation and the source of all your information 

that justifies and supports these slanderous and unfounded allegations"    we called again...but never heard 

back.   (nats)   fox isn't alone--he put us in contact with several other businesses...not only in kansas....but 

around the country. 27:47 everybody has the same story...they told them they do not want it. 2:38 you have 

to question them and don't be afraid of it.  fox says he just wants the story out--and other businesses to 

know about his experience. 29:21 i want them to know this is a scam stay away.    that's probably the best 

advice.   here's what happens next--   the kansas attorney general is investigating--and want to hear from 

others who may have been affected by this.   and after a call factfinder 12...the new jersey attorney general's 

office has opened an investigation.  we'll let you know what happens.   the better business bureau here and 

new jersey both say they have numerous outstanding complaints..   for fact finder 12 investigators...i'm 

michael schwanke. 

 

2/15/11  7am 

Kansas strip clubs and adult stores could face more regulations.  A house committee opened hearings 

monday on a proposal to keep these type of businesses at least a thousand feet from schools, libraries, 

daycares and churches.  Supporters of the plan say the businesses lower property values, which leads to 

higher crime.  The adult businesses will argue their case today.  They believe decisions like this should be 

made by local governments. 

 

2/16/11  7am 

We've lived here for 5 generations, our family for 5 generations. History has kept a wichita family at this 

spot for decades -Lynn 6:12 a lot of history yeah Now their old house is about to *become* history. It 

stands in the way of a new bridge. City council 72 9:46:16 we'd like to stay in our home Tuesday, the 

wichita city council voted for this plan to replace the south broadway bridge- Lynn campbell behnke 

(binky) tried to convince council members against the plan...that shows her house in green. City council 72 

9:46:18 our home is that green square that would be obliterated by the recommended construction on the 

ast side. The house is only one casualty -The family business will also be hurt. Tim 1 10:36 we grow 

plans...poinsetta plants..any kind of plant... Tim campbell's greenhouse is just south of the house. 11:25 i'm 

gonna lose my retail outlet there, i'm gonna lose the functioning of my turnout and parking 11:33 and i'm 

gonna lose my sister and my heritage and my history in this house. Council members listened to the 

arguments -But in the end it came down to one thing -- safety. City council 77 57:13 i don't know how 

much longer this bridge will last and if we wait until collapses it's not going to be a good thing. But it's hard 

to convince one family this is the best thing. Tim 2 14:30 it just seems a shame they can't build the bridge 

in some manner that doesn't affect anybody along here Lynn 7:07 feel kind of like we're being exiled from 

family and the place (butto) 

Lynn 6:30  every little spot in it was precious, all the peeling wallpaper, it was still ours One old house 

down...for one new bridge to go up. Rg cornish. Kwch 12 ewn..  

 

2/17/11  8am 

It's new this morning... A man is in critical condition after he was hit while crossing the street. The accident 

happened in the area of Pawnee and Washington around 5:45 this morning. Sedgwick county dispatchers 

tell us the man was struck by two vehicles. Police say the 50-year old man did not have the right of way 

when he tried crossing in front of traffic. The eastbound lane at Pawnee and Washington were shut down 

for a short time but have since been re-opened.  



 

 

 

2/18/11  7am 

Thursday's nice temps had many thinking about outdoor activities like biking.  crews continue to work on 

getting the redbud bike trail ready.   when finished the bike path will link the i-135 path at murdock 

northeast to the wsu campus.  the trail is funded from a two-point-three million dollar grant awarded last 

summer.  it's expected to be finished in june. 

 

2/21/11  7am 

Jay,52:21-i will tell you i've gotten about four hours of sleep in the last three days.   jay wassal is 

exhausted. 

  since the salvation army announced the closure of its biddy basketball program, he has been working fast 

to resurrect it. Jay,52:15-we kind of had a plan in place a little bit before knowing that something like this 

has happen. 

  in recent years, support for the program has dwindled and the non profit wants to focus on programs with 

greater need.  Jay,51:30-we're hoping its going to be a smooth transition and go right into some programs 

we're going to have for the spring and summer.   *where* teams will play is still up in the air. Biddy is now 

without a building and equipment.   but parents like jennifer hardwell believe the community will step up. 

Jennifer,11:01-we have a lot of people who are supporting us.  involved with biddy more than ten years, 

hardwell says she's relieved the program will continue.   she says its changed the lives of her own children 

and kept others on the right track. Jennifer,08:38-we have a lot of kids that could have went in the wrong 

direction but they went ahead and achieved and went to college.  and supporters say it's players who will 

experience the biggest changes. Jay,52:29-we don't want the kids to suffer.    organizers plan to make biddy 

more of a community effort...forming parent and player led committees to offer input on ways to improve.   

while many details are still unknown...one thing is for sure....Jay,56:59-biddy will be here in some form or 

fashion.   in wichita kara sewell kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

2/22/11  8am 

A former Kansas attorney general... Says he's not surprised by accusations of professional ethics 

violations.... A three member state panel began hearings Monday in a complaint against Phil Kline... The 

complaint results from his past investigations of abortion providers... It accuses him and his staff of 

misleading other officials to further investigations... And mishandling patients' medical records. Kline 

disputes the allegations..."I’m confident in that if people set aside the history and focus on the truth, they're 

going to learn that the investigation was legitimate"  as attorney general Kline investigated Wichita doctor 

George tiller and a planned parenthood clinic in suburban Kansas City.      

 

2/23/11  7am 

by foot and flashlight...searching through the rubble in greensburg wasn't easy in 2007, after a tornado 

destroyed the city. (nat)   fast forward four years...inside this 600 square foot workshop and far from the 

damage at greensburg...roger powers and his team at flint hills solutions are building unmanned aircrafts. 

Sot2,44:07-its very exciting technology.   that can fit on top of a desk...its the future in the first step to 

helping law inforcement with public safety and recovery efforts.  Sot1,31:42-small states can not afford to 

buy a multi million dollar system but the can afford to buy a fraction of that cost that has the same 

capability.   it looks like a helicopter and uses a g-p-s tracking device and auto pilot system that can be 

programed to fly. Sot1,29:39-hit a button, launch now and it will automatically take off for six hours.   and 

land exactly where it started, within a few inches. Sot2,44:44-we're giving them a capability that is very 

high tech, very advanced and it works.   but....it takes weeks before *this* unmanned aircraft will fly.  it 

begins with a frame... former commercial pilot, kirk demuth, first attaches a gas or electric engine.  to make 

sure it can fly...the aircraft is launched for a manual test run...then technology is added.  

(nat)  first, a gps antenna...called a magnetometer, which tells the aircraft which direction its flying.  then, a 

laser altimeter, which measures how far the aircraft is off the ground.   all of these parts are designed by 

flint hills solutions and made by local kansas companies. Sot5,08:40-the next step is to set the software up 

and the autopilot to communicate with all the systems. Sot4,46:44-anyone, anyone including you could 

easily go through our training and in a couple of weeks you'll be able to fly one of these.   before it goes up, 

a camera is secured to the front end onto a plate that isolates any vibrations...preventing shaky video sent 

back to roger's computer program...which also happens to fly the unmanned aircraft.   *this* camera was 

bought at best buy. Flint(44)50:56-that's keeping your cost down. Its $500 versus forty thousand dollars.  



 

 

Standup,inside this mobile command center is where the hardware and software finally come together. This 

is where the initial flight test takes place. Once the unmanned aircraft systems all check out it can be 

packaged and shipped to its customer.   and while it ships to just one customer...roger says these unmanned 

aircraft will help thousands of people.   in augusta kara sewell kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

2/24/11  8am 

Space shuttle discovery is set to blast off...for the last time today.  The forecast calls for sunshine and clear 

skies at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida. Launch time is set for 3-50 this afternoon our time. The 

Discovery mission has been delayed four months because of leaks and cracks in the external fuel tank. Six 

astronauts will take Discovery to the International Space Station to drop off supplies and a humanoid robot. 

This is the 39th and final mission for Discovery...as the shuttle program is phased out. you can watch the 

launch this afternoon on a large screen at the Kansas Cosmosphere. The viewing starts at three o'clock this 

afternoon in the Discovery room. 

 

2/25/11  7am 

'The Chill' bike and car show Richard Bartel's dream is that someday soon, when people hear the word 

"chill," they'll automatically think of cool motorcycles and cars. The Chill is the easy-to-remember name 

that Bartel has given to his bike and car show, now in its second year. If you go: THE CHILL What: 

Motorcycle and car show Where: Kansas Pavilions, 85th Street North off I-135  When: 9 a.m.-9 p.m. Sat., 

10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun. How much: $10; ages 12-under and active military free; two-day admission $15. 

Information, www.bartelproductions.com <http://www.bartelproductions.com>. 

 

2/28/11  8am 

Stand up: it's sure easy to take home electricity for granted.  Most of us don't even think about the 

complaicate power grid...until the lights go out.  So when a bunch of fumble around in the dark to call the 

electric company...are they making things better or worse? Fullscreen: after a recent snow storm knocked 

out power, a viewer named "pam" emailed asking "when my electricty goes out does westar know about it? 

Or do they only know about it if i call it in?  When i report my outage to their hotline do i help the problem 

or just cause more confusion? Sot phil #1: this particular substation has four transformers...four different 

circuits coming out. Track: we took the question to westar energy's operations manager phil sadler. Sot phil 

#2: "red boxes are good.if something were to happen the box would turn green and start flashing." Track: 

he gave us a tour of the utilty company's dispatch center.  This is where all the substations, main power 

lines and large breakers are monitored 'round the clock.  Large maps show him exactly where problems are 

happening... Sot phil #3: "right now we have a problem in topeka.  We have a transmission line off in 

topeka." Track: sadler says when a major outage occurs, the computers will alert dispatchers within 

seconds. Sot: phil #4 "so we know there's a problem just not where it is." Track: that's usually when the 

phone calls start pouring in....and sadler says they will provide the biggest help in pin-pointing the problem.  

It's the old knowledge is power rule. Sot phil #5 :"i would estimate we're lucky to get 25% of customers to 

call us in most outages. So a lot of people that are depending on their customer...or their neighbor to call it's 

not happening." 

Track: so to answer the original question...yes, westar needs your calls.  Brian heap, factfinder 12 

investigators. 

 

 

3/1/11  8am 

Josh Groban is coming to wichita... The singer will bring his "straight to you" world tour to the intrust bank 

arena may 21st... Tickets go on sale march fifth... And will cost 49.50 or 69.50. You can find out how to 

get tickets... And see who else is coming to wichita at k-w-c-h dot com... Click "check it out". 

 

3/2/11  7am 

continuing coverage this morning...on fundraising at wichita intersections --     some wanted it banned...but 

the city council came up with a compromise.   it approved putting limits on the fundraising --   

organizations will now be limited to 25 intersections-    participants will have to be at least 18 years 

old...They also must wear safety vests...and stay on the sidewalk or median unless someone in a car invites 

them over.    the city council will revisit the issue before the end of the year. 

 



 

 

3/3/11  8am 

She didn't celebrate her 14th birthday like most girls would -- no balloons, no cake, no family party. No one 

has seen ja-kila scales for 10 years. She was four years old when disappeared in September of two-

thousand-one. Wichita police say they haven't had a lead on the case in two years. But scales' family still 

believes ja-kila will come back home. “That would be the greatest thing that would happen to me, that 

would be the greatest thing in my life.  That she'd walk through that door right now -- ohhh -- I can't 

imagine what I would do. “this is an age-progression picture officials released yesterday (Wednesday)-- 

this may be what scales looks like today, and what she looks like when she was last seen. If you have any 

information on this case, call police at 1-800-the-lost. 

 

3/4/11  7am 

The population of kansas increases over the last 10 years.  the u-s census bureau says the state's population 

grew by more than 6 percent.   this is despite 77 of the state's 105 counties losing residents.  in wichita the 

population grew 11 percent...remaining the largest city in kansas. 

 

3/7/11  8am 

 their work opened their eyes to a world they had never seen before...<18:40:51 - 18:40:56 stacey gray 

00278r> when you go and you see these little children, you know, it's everywhere there   stacey gray and 

laurie andrews travelled to cambodia as part of a church group at the end of january to work in a shelter for 

women and girls forced into prostitution...  they say they are kidnapped or sold to pimps.  for many it's the 

only life they know. 18:24:48 - 18:24:57 laurie andrews> we saw some beautiful beautiful young girls that 

just it was amazing to me how resilient they were because we knew some of their stories  <18:41:16 -

18:41:18 stacey gray> the youngest one that was in the home was 6 Andrews and gray volunteered at the 

she rescue home in cambodia...they worked with many of the girls...prepairing meals and doing arts and 

crafts with them... <18:26:53 - 18:26:56 laurie andrews> so many of them, their childhood has kind of been 

stolen from them  Both women have a momento they wear all the time from their trip...a bracelet that the 

girls of the she rescue home make...on it... A slogan. <18:48:21 - 18:48:33 gray> "it's not ok." um 

obviously, prostitution, selling a little 6 year old, it's not ok that that happens. 18:29:18 - 18:29:25> you 

can't save everybody, but you can save this one and maybe you can save this one and maybe you can effect 

this one  

Two women who did what they could...and after a week they know that there's more to do...and want to go 

back... In augusta, dave roberts, kwch 12 eyewitness news.> 

 

3/9/11  7am 

55 years of marriage...And for rose and gary miller - a majority of those were spent in greensburg kansas. 

That is until the night of may 4th, 2007. We started getting phone calls and we tried to contact the people 

we knew were there...it was quite an evening for us.> The millers were out of town the night an e-f 5 

tornado ripped through the town - it wasn't until three days later they got to see what was left of the home 

rose was born in. 

- there were some walls still standing but everything else was gone, the roof was gone  and of course it had 

rained for two days and everything was just totally drenched.> In a matter of minutes it went from this...to 

this. Knowing they didn't want to rebuild, the miller's decided to move to pratt where one of their son's 

lived. It was not a difficult decision for us because of that, if we hadn't had kids that close it could have 

been a much more difficult decision.> 

But it was a decision a lot of people made. Recent census numbers show that while kiowa county's 

population dropped  - numbers in neighboring ford and pratt counties went up. Something people in 

greensburg say isn't such a bad thing. The loss is due to the tornado...almost all the loss we can point to it 

and say its because of the tornado, its not because of declining rural kansas.> Greensburg went from about 

15 hundred people pre tornado - to about 900 today, so a drop in population *was expected. City leaders 

say the challenge now is to turn that around during the next ten years. We have healthcare, we have good 

quality education, good quality public services we have a good tax base and we're trying to build more 

housing so we have more affordable housing...put all the pieces of the puzzle together and we're optimistic 

for the future> And for bringing greensburg back to what it once was. Megan strader kwch 12 eyewitness 

news.> 

 

3/11/11  7am 



 

 

A million dollar plan to re-vamp those emergency siren's hits a snag.  in september the sedgwick county 

commission approved a one-point-4 million dollar upgrade to the sirens.   it's part of an f-c-c mandate, that 

would also allow officials to turn on sirens only in specific areas that are in the path of a tornado.   the 

county set aside some of the money and was expecting a grant for the rest.   but the grant fell through.  now 

they are trying to decide how to pay for the project. "not having that grant money makes it a little bit of a 

financial challenge to find a way to make it work.">    officials say they will take what they money they do 

have, about 850-thousand dollars, and start up-grading what sirens they can.   they hope to start sometime 

this year. 

 

3/14/11  7am 

Construction begins today on a new lincoln street bridge.  the project will cost nearly 14-million dollars.  

the city council approved the project last september.  the bridge has structural problems.   it will include 

new retaining walls and a boat and fish passage along the east bank.  the first phase of the project will be 

completed by the end of the year.   the second phase by the end of 20-12. 

 

3/15/11  8am 

The road to the final four will begin in Wichita for four women's teams. And Wichita fans showed up to 

cheer on their favorites. A watch party was last night at the Kansas sports hall of fame. First and second 

round games will be played at the intrust bank arena beginning Sunday and finishing up on Tuesday. Here's 

who will be playing. Fourth seeded Michigan state will be taking on northern Iowa Sunday night at 6-30. 

Before that game, green bay will face Arkansas-little rock at four o'clock. The winners of those two games 

will take on each other Tuesday night at eight-30. Also...Kansas state won a bid in the tournament. They 

will be playing Purdue in Maryland on Sunday, march 20th. Currently, wichita ticket sales for the women's 

tournament are in the top five of the 16 different locations across the nation intrust bank arena expects 

those numbers to jump.  Which is good for Wichita this week, and years down the road.     

 

3/16/11  8am 

the men's tournament is already underway with the first round play-in games last night. For the first time... 

The tournament is divided between c-b-s... And three other networks. Number 5 seed kansas state takes on 

utah state on thursday in tucson.   you can see that around 8:30 on trutv.   that's channel 64 on cox cable... 

And channel 20-64 in hd.  number one seed kansas will play boston university in tulsa on friday.   that 

game starts around five-fifty and will air on t-b-s.   that's channels 29 and 20-29 on cox cable.   if you don't 

have those channels contact your cable or satellite provider.  to find a complete list of who is playing 

where... Go to k-w-c-h dot-com.   click on road to the final four to get scores, headlines and live coverage 

of each game.  you can even check out bruce and jenn's blogs from the road. 

 

3/14/11  8am 

One woman is dead after an early morning accident. The accident happened in front of home depot near k-

96 and Woodlawn around 1-45 this morning. Police say a driver following the vehicle called 9-1-1 before 

the accident occurred to report the dangerous driving. The driver wrecked before police could respond. No 

one else was injured in the accident. The cause is under investigation. 

 

3/18/11  7am 

Wildcats fans are celebrating this morning! 5-seed k-state was able to maintain their lead against 12-seed 

utah state. 

The cats pulled out a 73-68 win...despite a sick jacob pullen and a surge by utah state late in the game that 

cut in half a ten-point lead k-state held for the majority of the game.   the win means the cats will move on 

to play wisconsin saturday in tuscon.    for more highlights on the game...and a preview of the upcoming k-

u game tonight...stick around for grant meech's sportswrap later this hour. 

 

3/21/11  7am 

March madness hits *wichita* in full force...  the intrust bank arena is hosting the first and second round 

games of the women's n-c double a tournament.. The arena is expecting about seven-thousand fans.   it's the 

first time wichita has hosted the women's tournament.   arena officials say it could be an annual event or a 

gateway to even bigger tournaments.    because of the high stakes, tournament officials added almost one-



 

 

hundred volunteers in addition to the regular arena staff. They're crucial for something of this magnitude 

vital to have good people in key places.> 

     wichita is one of 16 sites that is hosting the first round of the tournament...  four teams are competing... 

     the games started last night and will end on tuesday. 

 

3/22/2011  8am 

Wichita police say a man's death Sunday morning is being considered a homicide. Authorities say 44-year-

old Leonard Hecox was stabbed once in the chest. Neighbors say they first saw him laying in his front yard 

around nine in the morning. Someone called 911 a few hours later. So far no arrests have been made. 

 

3/25/11  7am 

The east wichita ymca remains temporarily closed.  The branch usually opens at five o'clock... But is closed 

because of a downed transformer.   All activities and classes are cancelled for now. Officials hope to 

reopen the east branch before noon today.   All other ymca locations are still open. 

 

3/28/11  7am 

It's a final four with no top seeds.   connecticut, kentucky, butler and virginia commonwealth. All four 

*unlikely teams to head to the final four.  and on sunday... Kansas was knocked out of the tournament by 

number 11 seed v-c-u.  eyewitness sports director bruce haertl begins our coverage from san antonio. 

 

3/30/11  7am 

Wichita state has a chance to win its first n-i-t championship. The shockers will play at madison square 

garden again thursday night.   this time the team is up aginst alabama.   the crimson tide beat colorado last 

night in a close game. 

The final score was 62 to 61. Meanwhile, the shockers dominated its game last night against the other w-s-

u.... Finishing with a 31 point lead.  garrett stutz was the lead scorer with 24 points and 13 rebounds against 

the cougars.  

 toure' murry had 11 points while gabe blair had 10. Wichita state is opening koch arena so fans can watch 

the championship on the jumbo-tron.   doors open at 5:30, and it's free to the public.  again, the 

championship game will be thursday night at six o'clock.  you can watch it on espn 2. 

 

3/31/11  8am 

Wichita state plays tonight. The championship game starts at six o-clock. You can watch it on ESPN 2. 

Bruce is blogging from the road. Check out his thoughts from the big apple online. Just go to our website... 

K-W-C-H dot-com and click on shockers in New York. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

ECONOMY 
 

1/3/11  7am 

In today's consumer watch.... You will soon see a little extra in your paycheck. Payroll taxes were cut 2 

percent for 20-11. That means someone making 50-thousand dollars a year will get to keep an extra 1-

thousand dollars. 

 

1/4/11  8am 

A local charity has to cut back on financial help.. Wichita's catholic charities help local families with food, 

rent, and utility bills...Until now. Officials say donations dropped significantly, and demand increased. So it 

will stop assisting with bill payments, and instead teach people how to budget and get the most out of 

grocery money. The new programs will include one on one counseling, to help families find other resources 

in Wichita. 

 

1/5/11  7am 

You get three extra days to file your taxes this year. That's because Washington DC will observe 

emancipation day on April 15th. So the tax filing deadline has been pushed back to April 18th. The Kansas 

department of revenue says its deadline will be extended too. Emancipation day celebrates president 

Lincoln’s signing of a bill that ended slavery in the District of Columbia in 1862. 

 

1/6/11  8am 

If you played the "lost" numbers in the mega-millions jackpot, you may be a little bit richer.  Four of the six 

winning numbers were the same as "lost" character hugo "hurley" reyes winning lotto picks on the show.  

Playing the numbers used won more than 26-thousand people 150 dollars each.   

 

1/7/11  7am 

Federal Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke will be on capitol hill this morning. His plan is to talk about the 

economic outlook for 2011. Shortly before he speaks, the labor department will release its monthly jobs 

report...and December numbers are expected to be better. 

 

1/12/11  8am 

Make sure you have your resume,that's the first important thing to do for this week. In terms of this 

line...they're separated by only a few people. In terms of their situation...they couldn't be further apart. My 

dad's worked at boeing for years so i figured i would just follow in his step. You work for a place for 30 

some years and you figure your secure and all of a sudden they start outsourcing jobs. Justin miller is 

looking for his first job in aviation...Rick henricks is looking for his first job in more than three decades. 

Lockhead and boeing is relocation...spirit is here in town. They're also looking at jobs 18 hundred miles 

apart from one another. My parents are moving to seattle and i hear they have openings up there so i'm 

putting in an app right now . I prefer to stay here in wichita. And the lines for those interested in staying in 

the air capital were by far the longest. Spirit aerosystems is looking to hire 200 production workers for 

plants here and in tulsa. You guys need to go online and apply for the specific position you feel like your 

qualified for. Do the math...all these people...fighting for just a few hundred jobs.  it's real steep, the 

competition cuz you got a lot of people out of work. In the end both henricks and miller had at least one 

thing in common...He's telling me to go back online, apply again, redo my resume before i apply again...so 

it sounded kind of hopeful...cross my fingers. Walking out the door at least a little more hopeful. Gotta 

keep the faith and keep trucking and hopefully something will come up. In Wichita, Megan Strader KWCH 

12 eyewitness news. 

 

1/13/11  8am 

The next time you're on an overbooked flight -- you may find yorself in a bidding war.  Delta Air Lines 

says it is turning its voluntary seat-bumping procedure into an auction.  Passengers can bid online, telling 

Delta how much they're willing to take in voucher compensation if they get squeezed off their flight.  Delta 

says it will go with the lowest bidders first.  



 

 

 

1/14/11  5am 

 go to our website, k-w-c-h dot com to read the governor's entire budget proposal...     you can also find 

individual breakdowns of the cuts and changes he wants to make.   find it now on k-w-c-h dot-com. 

 

1/18/11  6am 

The city of Mulvane is considering the effect a new casino will have on safety. The city will hire 

consultants to do a public safety study...to determine whether the casino will call for more emergency 

services. If that's the case...the developer would pay for a new substation and vehicles. Construction on the 

Kansas star casino will start in the next few months. The contract says the interim casino has to open early 

next year. 

 

1/19/11  7am 

American airlines is joining forces with priceline dot com. The 2 companies have signed a deal that lets the 

travel website use the carrier's technolgy to sell tickets on-line.  american severed ties with travel site orbitz 

last month over a dispute about fees... Shortly after expedia pulled american's flights from its website. 

 

1/23/11  10pm 

We should know this week how well the state's economy finished in 20-10. 

December's unemployment figures will be released. Fixing the economy, creating jobs and restructuring the 

government have been the main focus for republican  vernor sam brownback in his first two weeks. In 

november the unemployment rate was at 6 point eight percent. That was up slightly from the previous 

month. 

 

1/24/11  7am 

For the second year in a row, atlanta is home to some of the most frugal shoppers in the country.   

According to coupons.com, people in atlanta used the site's online coupons more than any other city in the 

country.  They printed an average of one thousand dollars in coupons last year. Tampa remained the 

number two most frugal city followed by cincinnati, saint louis and minneapolis. 

 

1/25/11  7am 

Depending on where you live.. You may have to go a little further to buy those postage stamps.    the post 

office is considering shutting some 2-thousand post offices.  last year the the postal service lost 8 and a half 

billion dollars.       postal officials say more customers are using online services or postal machines in 

stores. 

 

1/28/11  8am 

In our aviation watch . We should find out next month-    who will get the 35 billion dollar contract to make 

refueling tankers for the air force.   but first congress is looking into the latest problem with the 

competition. 

The senate armed service committee heard testimony on a clerical error that mistakenly sent boeing and 

eads..the parent company of airbus information about the others bid.  two federal employees lost their jobs 

after the confidential information got out.   this is the pentagon's third attempt to award the contract to 

replace tankers that are now more than 50 years old. I'm just amazed when i learn about these breakdowns.  

Not only is it not cost effective we're wasting taxpayer money, we're losing the confidence of the people we 

deal with- not only the average citizen but the individual businesses that we deal with senators are trying to 

decide if the release of information damaged this latest round of the competition to replace the air force 

tankers. 

 

1/31/11  7am 

Wichita children get a lesson in finances sunday. "mr. Cool money & gang" transformed the lobby at 

exploration place into a makeshift financial planning class.   dozens of kids worked with their parents, 

developing a budget that would allow them to save up for something they want to buy. after creating a 

spending plan, kids were entered to win a $250 dollar savings account.   organizers say it's a small incentive 

to teach kids about financial literacy. Looking at the crisis that we're in today, debt crisis, i feel like if we 

teach the concept of financial literacy at an early age then they practice that all through their life.  the group 



 

 

teaches a similar program at some wichita schools.  and its been so successful the district is considering 

adding a financial literacy class in all high schools for students to complete.  

 

2/1/11  8am 

It feels like the same story--it is...only this year...it's worse.   26:10 i think this could be a better budget year 

than what we could face in the next couple years and that's a sobering thought.   in a special meeting--

wichita school board members heard first hand how serious the problem is.  because of state cuts...the 

district will be short five million dollars this school year--  that's on top of the 14 million the district already 

cut this year.  and next year...30 million dollars.   46:21 we can't come through this without dramatic 

changes in this district and we've been able to keep it away from the classroom and our kids and it's not 

going to happen this time and there's no time to waste-- 

     so at this meeting board members agreed with superintendent john allison's suggestion to put the next 

phase of the bond issue on hold.    i can't tell you how hard that is...that hits home when we may not be able 

to fullfil this promise to our community and kids.   ms kwch 12 ewn. 

 

2/2/11  7am 

and the world's first newspaper for i-pads is set to be unveiled today.    media mogul rupert murdoch will 

take the wraps off the tablet publication, called "the daily".    it will cover general news and entertainment 

and will also include video. 

 

2/4/11  8am 

A lot of people clip coupons.   but not a lot of people  ---  56.18 this last week i think i got 100 dollars in 

groceries, and i think i paid, 8 dollars, yeah. 22     take it to the extreme melinda eddington does.  56.35~ 

the coupons even pay for the tax sometimes.  It's just crazy. 39  eddington used to be a teacher.   but she 

wanted to be a stay at home mother.  55.39  i had to figure out a way to pay all of our expenses some other 

way. 45  so her family *started small, with coupons.   and then.... It grew.  now, her house is also a 

warehouse.   nat pop of class  so she is combining the two things she knows best --   teaching a coupon 

class.  nats of teaching  stand up: 1.55.35 now this couponing class is the largest yet.  More than 100 people 

came to the haysville public library for 2 hours of money saving tips.  This may be a sign of the economic 

downturn.  Maybe it's that frugal is a fad.  Or maybe, it's both. 49  yancy 2 1.53.07  i was shocked, actually.  

I thought there would be, like, 10 people.   yancy kendrick drove an hour from hutchinson to sit in the class.   

yancy one 1.51.44  i met melinda at a yard sale, and i decided i needed to learn how to make this couponing 

work for me, and basically get free groceries.  54  around the room, there are stories just like kendrick's. 

     you can see people nod as they learn something new --   or are reminded of something they forgot.   and 

this part -- the part with the stage and the 200 eyes on eddington -- is her favorite part.     sot 9 1.08.55  they 

get excited, because this is money, you know, that they're not having to shell out of their pocket.  And that 

means a lot to people. 00  eddington puts all she knows into six pages of notes.   such as...    - base your 

grocery list on coupons and sales. Use coupons on sale items for the biggest return. - search the internet for 

coupons. Eddington gets about a third of her coupons from the internet.  - watch for double coupon days.  

Some will double a 50 cent coupon, others a dollar.  Check the fine print.  - buy multiples to see savings 

really add up.  What you don't use -- donate.   now, don't expect these few tips will land you with enough 

extra to fill a room.  eddington knows she takes things to an extraordinary level.   sot 10 1.09.33 not 

everybody's going to do it like i do it, and i don't expect them to.  39  but if you practice some -- even one 

of her tips -- you may find there's a little more money in your wallet every time you look.  in wichita, rg, 

kwch 12 ewn. 

 

2/7/11  7am 

new this morning.. internet giant AOL is buying the "huffington post" for 315 million dollars.   Ariana 

Huffington ... the co-founder of the online news site will become editor in chief of the new media group.  

The huffington post claims to have 25 million online visitors a day. 

 

2/8/11  8am 

It's that time of year again -- possibly the only time you spend money on flowers. So you want to make sure 

you get a good deal. How do you choose? Whether it's ordering online...or buying from the supermarket... 

As Valentine’s Day approaches, the flower business hits peak bloom. I need to send something to my 

mother-in-law, and I need to send something to my wife. Good idea.  So if this is the one time of year you 



 

 

buy flowers, David Hope of washington d-c's flower gallery, says be prepared. If you haven't bought 

flowers at all, and you're buying valentine's flowers, that's the most expensive period in the year for 

flowers.  Hope recommends talking with your florist to find an arrangement in a comfortable price range. 

That's miniature roses in a heart-shaped vase.  How much, 59?  When ordering from an out-of-town florist 

or a website, there may be slight variations from what you see in a brochure or online. They may not have 

the exact same flowers, depending upon the arrangement you've chosen, but they can do something very 

similar to the picture, based on the style and the color of the flowers in the picture.  If you're popping into 

the local supermarket for your bouquet,  ask which day they get flower deliveries, pick them up then, and 

care for them at home to keep them freshest. And the most popular flower for the holiday, hope says, is the 

most expensive: the iconic red rose.  One less pricey alternative is the gerbera daisy, a favorite among his 

younger customers, in a wide range of colors. 

 

 

2/10/11  8am 

Wichita awoke to an pleasant surprise thursday morning...<7:31:38 - i'm really sad that wichita has hit the 

$3.00 mark.>Three dollars and change. It's been years since prices have been this high...And people like 

sheila evans say they only expect them to go higher. Summertime...the prices will end up going up. So in 

the meantime people say they have to adjust to higher costs - which may mean making some changes. I'm 

actually planning on selling this truck right now because it kills me at the pump. I'm putting in 20 dollars 

right now and it's going to get me four or five gallons...worth a couple of days and that's it. What's more 

important to go to...a party with a friend or a child's school function and that kind of thing. Just one year 

ago wichitans were paying about 2 dollars and 41 cents for a gallon of gas. Five years ago it was as low as 

2 dollars and 12 cents And ten years ago...this one hurts a little...gas was just a dollar 45. Enough 

fluctuation that people like sheila say it isn't worth worrying too much. 

 you just have to go with the flow.> 

 

2/11/11  7am 

When it comes to using tax dollars to subsidize low-fare airlines at mid continent....most people oppose.   

that's according to the results of our exclusive fact finder 12 scientific survey. We asked 500 people if they 

oppose or support the idea.   57 percent are against using tax dollars.  31 percent support it.  the remaining 

12 percent are not sure. 

 

2/14/11  7am 

President obama will unveil a 20-12 budget plan today that promises to slash more than 1 trillion dollars 

from the deficit over the next 10 years.  (sot: president barack obama) "after a decade of rising deficits, this 

budget asks washington to live within its means, while at the same time investing in our future." two thirds 

of that belt tightening would come from a wide range of cuts including trimming military spending and 

freezing many domestic programs for five years.  100 billion dollars would also be cut from higher 

education programs like pell grants which provide college loans for low income students.  The savings 

would be used to keep the maximum college financial aid award at 5,550 dollars. (sot: jacob lew/white 

house budget director) (cnn state of the union) "you know, the notion that we can do this painlessly is - it's 

not possible to do it painlessly. We are going to make tough choices." (standup: michael herzenberg/cbs 

news/washington) but republicans say the president's plan isn't tough enough. Not only do they want much 

deeper cuts in next year's budget... They're still fighting for up to 100 billion in savings to the current 

budget.> (sot: rep. John boehner/speaker of the house) (nbc meet the press) "there's no limit to the amount 

of money that our members want to cut."  this week, house republicans will formally introduce their own 

budget plan which seeks to end 60 federal programs and cut hundreds of others. (sot: rep. Anthony 

weiner/d-ny) "they seem to be unwilling to touch some of their sacred cows. They're just slashing everyone 

else." the current legislation funding the government expires next month. If lawmakers can't agree, the 

entire federal government could be shut down. Michael herzenberg, cbs news, washington.> 

 

2/15/11  8am 

The latest from the state legislature A bill cutting state spending advances in the kansas senate.    that clears 

the way for final action in the senate today. The bill would leave the state with three point six million 

dollars in reserves...to carry into the next fiscal year.     that money would be applied to the expected 

shortfall for 2012.  Unlike the proposal passed by the house...the senate added 26 million dollars for special 



 

 

education funding to avoid losing federal aid in the future. If the bill passes, negotiations would begin with 

the house on a compromise. 

 

2/16/11  8am 

and coke's big secret may be out.    a copy of what's *supposed* to be the hand-written original formula has 

surfaced.    it was found in an atlanta newspaper from 19-79.    it's potentially worth a fortune...but coke 

says while it *is* a recipe for cola, it's not theirs.   and even if you knew all the right ingredients...you'd still 

have to know how to put it all together. 

 

2/18/11  7am 

Kansas lawmakers say "we can start tomorrow"...if boeing gets the contract to build refueling tankers for 

the air force.  In our aviation watch.   senators pat roberts and jerry moran are part of a bi-partisan coalition 

pushing the air force to replace these tankers with a boeing model rather than one made by european 

manufacturer eads.   these tankers are more than 50 years old.   roberts say kansas has the skilled aviation 

workers needed to build the new planes..   and getting the contract will create thousands of new jobs in the 

state.   boeing turned in its final plan last week.   the air force is expected to award the contract in weeks.  

you can see more of sentors roberts and moran speaking about the tanker deal...and learn about the long 

history of the project...at k-w-c-h dot-com. 

 

2/21/11  7am 

many wichita businesses are close today in honor of presidents day.    including... city and neighborhood 

halls, all wichita public libraries, park and rec centers, museums, and century two.  The transit station will 

be closed and there will be no bus service.  Wichita Transit will resume normal business operations on 

Tuesday. 

 

2/22/11  Noon 

The unrest in Libya is having a direct effect on Americans’ wallets. The trouble is contributing to the rising 

cost of gasoline. In Wichita, pump prices shot up 13 cents overnight...to 3-15 a gallon. Fact finder 12 

looked into Libya’s role in the increase... The country is a member of opec. Experts say any violence there 

could cut off the oil supply...or at least slow it down. Libya produces almost 1-point-7 million barrels of 

crude oil every day -- experts say...if that amount of oil were taken off the market...pump prices would 

skyrocket. Already...b-p has stopped its off-shore drilling in Libya. Go to kwch-dot-com ...under check it 

out... To look for the cheapest gas prices. 

 

2/23/11  8am 

Anderson liquor has been around for 30 years here in newton. In that time owner murray anderson has seen 

a lot of changes in kansas laws...But none as extreme as the ones proposed right now in the state senate. It's 

gonna be on the aisle next to the bread...everybody is going to be exposed to alcohol.> Like most liquor 

store owners, he's concerned about what the bill would do to his business. But it goes deeper than that. He 

worries gas stations and grocery stores won't be able to monitor liquor shelves as well - meaning it could 

end up in the hand of underage drinkers more easily. They do have beer now but its really hard to stick a 12 

pack in your pocket where as later in the evening, the liquor aisle is there and it will cause some problems.> 

A group backing the bill claims expanding liquor sales would create more than 15 thousand jobs... Nearly 

350 million dollars in wages and bring in more than 70 million dollars in revenue. Anderson questions the 

groups research. But questions the need for change even more. Because of choice, jobs and enforcement 

this is an issue that we just need to say, 'hey it's working really well let's keep it the way it is> 

In newton, megan strader kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

2/24/11  8am 

New this morning. Toyota is recalling 2-point-17 millio vehicles in the United States to address accelerator 

pedals that could become entrapped in floor mats or jammed in carpeting. More than half of the vehicles 

are being added to the 2009 recall that fixed gas pedals getting trapped in the floor mat. Toyota has now 

recalled more than 14 million vehicles globally over safety problems since 2009.  

 

2/25/11  7am 



 

 

Also in the aviation watch...     hawker beechcraft expands its plant in mexico.   the 180-thousand square 

foot facility will do sheet metal assembly for hawker's king air turbo-props and some jet products.   this is 

what it will look like. 

   hawker's c-e-o says the company has received some incentives and support from the mexican government 

to expand there.   hawker has also received more than 40 million dollars in incentives from the state of 

kansas, sedgwick county, and wichita to remain in the air capital.   a portion of the money will go toward 

research and development...  and towards educating employees.  in return, the company must keep 4-

thousand jobs in wichita for the next 10 years. 

 

2/28/11  8am 

 this week, congress will try to hammer out a spending measure to keep the government running. leading 

republicans plan to introduce a short-term bill that would offer funding for at least two more weeks.  

without any action, the government could face a shutdown by friday.   even if the government were to shut 

down, social security pension checks would still go out, and troops would remain at their posts.   and 

virtually every essential government agency like the fbi, the border patrol, and the coast guard would 

operate. 

 

3/1/11  8am 

Homeowners in the Hutchinson school district could pay more in taxes soon. Last night, the school board 

voted to raise local property taxes to help fund a budget deficit of more than one million dollars. Based on 

the governor's budget proposal, the Hutchinson school district needs to alter next year's budget by more 

than two million dollars. The Hutchinson news reports the district is increasing the mill levy for the local 

option budget by more than 3 mills. So what's that mean for people in hutch? It means someone in a 100-

thousand dollar home will have to pay about another seven dollars a month in local property taxes. The 

district says it will maintain salaries at current levels, and cut three elementary school teachers. 

 

3/2/11  7m 

New this morning...The hutchinson city council okays a new contract for its city manager.   the council met 

tuesday night.  the hutch news reports city manager john deardoff will get a merit raise of more than three 

percent.  deardoff manages more than three hundred employees and 60-million dollar budget.   here's a look 

at the contract.   the paper reports deardoff's salary is more than 129-thousand dollars.   deardoff gets a five 

hundred dollars a month allowance for using his own car for business inside of reno county.   he'll also get 

medical and life insurance.      

 

3/3/11  8am 

A web site promises to help small businesses grow...it's not a new idea ... But its developers say that it's 

new for Kansas... Eyewitness news reporter Dave Roberts shows how it can help entrepreneurs get answers 

and find clients. They have all the tools for starting a new business. “we're developing a unique process to 

fabricate aluminum parts for the aircraft industry we have a process we call stretch roll bending” Hal 

Pluenneke (plenny - key) started Fairmount technologies about a year ago...he and his engineers created a 

new kind of machine that bends aluminum... “it allows us to make lighter and more continuous aircraft 

parts” but right now, he has no one to sell it to.. “we're looking for either a tier 1 supplier to the aircraft 

industry, or one of the aircraft companies to partner with us, to develop this technology” he's hoping a new 

web site will help young local companies like his... “we live in a community that has a lot of talent along 

the lines of the things that we do but it's actually pretty difficult to network with all those people” the 

website is called meridian six...named after the line of longitude that Wichita sits on.  Clint Brauer and the 

Wichita State University center for entrepreneurship developed it. The site is designed to bring local 

business owners together... “being on the west coast if you're wanting to start a company or whatever 

there's no shortage of social organizations and opportunities to get together with folks that are starting 

companies or they want to start or they got an idea” business owners not only can network together...they 

can also get advice for growing their company.  “so many times, what holds you back in being able to 

develop a new business is just not knowing enough people to get it done” the site goes live in a couple of 

weeks.  Pluenneke (plena-key) hope this technology...helps his technology get off the ground...in Wichita, 

Dave Roberts, kwch 12 eyewitness news 

 

 



 

 

3/4/11  7am 

in our aviation watch.   eads is expected to concede after a decade long battle with boeing over the tanker 

contract. 

The air force awarded the 30-billion dollar contract last week.   sources say eads could announce today that 

it will not protest the decision.  The contract means thousands of jobs for the wichita area. 

 

3/7/11  8am 

The derby school district is holding a public forum tonight. It wants feedback from parents, staff, and 

community members regarding its budget for next year.   the school distrcit could be facing 1-point-9 

million dollars in cuts. 

     the meeting is tonight at 6-30 at the derby middle school auditorium. 

 

3/8/11  8am 

The 2011 Kansas statewide job fair is in Salina today. The fair starts at 2-30 this afternoon at the 

bicentennial center. There will be recruiters from more than one hundred companies across Kansas.  You 

need to dress appropriately for interviews and bring several copies of your resume. The Kansas works 

mobile center will also be on hand to help with resume building and career counseling. 

 

3/9/11  8am 

You'll pay more to shop at cabela's...once it opens in wichita. The wichita city council approved a 

community improvement district for the retailer.   cabela's plans to build at k-96 and greenwich.   the c-i-d 

means it can charge an extra sales tax to shoppers.   the money generated will help pay for the development 

and an interchange at k-96. 

     cabela's says when it planned the wichita store...it expected to get a c-i-d and without it...it wouldn't 

build. 

 

3/10/11  8am 

Finally, some good news on the foreclosure front.  New numbers released today show fore-closures are 

down 14-percent from last month. And a drastic 27-percent than this time last year The year-over-year drop 

is the biggest ever recorded according to industry analysts. But they say to be cautious with these numbers.  

Experts say because of lawsuits and increased government regulation the mortgage industry is slowing 

down its ability to process foreclosures 

 

3/11/11  7am 

Coffee wakes up a lot of people every morning...but it's starting to not be the cheap pick me up that it used 

to be... 

<12:49:26 - 12:49:35 bob boewe (bay-we) / owner the spice merchant> i just placed an order this last 

monday for about 8000 pounds of coffee (12:49:31) which will cost me twice as much as it cost me last 

year That order ended up costing bob boewe (bay we) thirty two thousand dollars... <12:51:12 - 12:51:15> 

this is a fifteen year high in the cost of coffee  Boewe (bay we) attributes the rising cost not only to a 

shortage of central and south american coffee beans...but also the rising cost of fuel...Overnight...the price 

of unleaded jumped about ten cents a gallon...affecting a lot more than just coffee prices...from day to day 

life... <13:05:25 - 13:05:35 olivia thompson / cutting back on costs> there's not a lot of movies, there's not a 

lot of outtings anymore we have to be really aware of what we're spending from day to day To things that 

people don't immediately see...<13:03:24 - 13:03:29 sarah ring / > definitely less in our savings. There's 

less to put away to her future That's because fuel costs have affected the price of just about everything... 

According to government estimates, food prices rose three percent this year...It's also effecting the price of 

clothing...analysts say prices for clothes are up 10 percent ...And merchants say they *have* to pass their 

rising costs onto the consumer...because it's becoming more expensive for them to stay in business 

<12:55:15 - 12:55:29 boewe > cuz i've got 8 people working for me. I've got a lot of utilities to pay on a 

building this size weekly salary to match it's just one of the realities of life that we have to deal with A 

reality they wish they didn't have to deal with...in wichita, dave roberts, kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

3/15/11  10pm 



 

 

If you'd like to sell your home, but have been hesitating because of the current state of the housing market, 

you might want to reconsider.  Eyewitness news reporter sumi das shares some quick ways to make your 

house a hot commodity in a cool market. 

 

 

3/16/11  8am 

It's a typical tuesday night in wichita's old town old chicago.  but a few days from now... 4.00  sunday, i 

won't expect us to be able to stand up here, because hopefully we'll have standing room only waiting for 

seats. 07   the restaurant -- known for chicago style pizza and beer -- will host fans of women's n-c-double-a 

basketball.   chris 1.58  we're also really trying to talk to our staff and get them excited.  We're going to 

have fans and media from across the country.  We want to make sure  that this is an exciting event and the 

fans have a good time. 06   already, wichita residents realize they can impact the tournament's success.   

dana 32.07  i just think we need to attend an event like that.  Because it's a huge deal; any ncaa tournament 

is a big deal. 13   jenny 31.17  we've never had anything like this here, and it's a big deal.   stand up:  the 

downtown hyatt is one of three wichita hotels the ncaa teams will stay in.  And the staff tells me it expects 

reservations to start rolling in in the next couple of days -- as people make their travel plans from iowa, 

arkansas, and points beyond.  nats of showing off door hanger  and when fans check in --- they'll have their 

own, free, souvenirs custom made for the event.   from door hangers to n-c-double-a buttons -- 

  nats of pulling out button  each key to marketing the air capital.    maureen (1) 9.22  and what we think is, 

if we can prove that we can provide a great experience here, we'll have the chance to have many other ncaa 

events. 32 

 but the chance to host other events is years away.  for now -- businesses are just working for the weekend. 

     in wichita, rg, kwch 12 ewn.> 

 
3/18/11  7am 

Diet coke is now the second most popular soft drink in the u-s...right behind coca-cola and ahead of rival 

pepsi.    a new study shows more cases of diet coke were sold last year than pepsi-cola - which used to be 

number two.   sales of soft drinks in the u-s have been on the decline in the last 6 years...as americans cut 

back on spending and switched to healthier alternatives. 

 

3/21/11  7am 

gas prices keep going up.    a new survey shows the average price of gasoline has soared seven cents in the 

past two weeks.   the average price of regular gas now stands at three dollars and fifty-seven cents a gallon.   

california has some of the highest prices in the nation.  but prices here in wichita remain below the 

average.. Prices are around 3-32. 

 

3/22/2011  8am 

A push for jobs...steady work and new business opportunities. Today, thousands of aviation workers gather 

in Wichita for a rally. The key speaker - the nation's top transportation leader.  Eyewitness news reporter 

Kim Wilhelm says aviation companies wanted to send him a message. This rally is about you. Thousands 

of workers... “It’s been a challenging couple of years...” An industry hit hard... “It’s very exciting to see all 

of our brands in the same room and all of our people united on the same topic.” Cessna, hawker Beechcraft, 

bombardier Learjet - telling government keep our jobs...fight for aviation. “these are the messages that I 

want you to send to them and send to Washington so that they can in fact help and promote our industry.” 

Local, state and Kansas congressional leaders joined the heads of the three big general aviation companies 

for Monday’s rally.  Transportation secretary ray LaHood was the guest speaker.  Lahood told workers 

Washington is behind them. “once the economy is going you're going to have companies that will want to 

buy these planes.” “Kansas leaders say they are working on specific initiatives in Washington d.c. to help 

general aviation companies in Wichita.” “trade agreements making sure we have ability to sell our 

airplanes all over the world is absolutely critical to Kansas employees and we're working hard on it.” “i 

think they're pretty much genuine and the future of Kansas is what we have here and they're going to have 

to go with it.  (thinks Washington is going to stand behind us)” “i thought it had a really good message.  

Gives you lots of hope.” To secure future jobs and growth for a workforce rallying around aviation.  Kim 

Wilhelm.  Kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 



 

 

3/24/11  8am 

It's a bargain almost too good to pass up. A luxury mega-yacht worth millions for sale at nearly half of its 

original price. "gotta go" features four large staterooms including a vip cabin and big bathroom complete 

with a sunken tub. This luxury liner also has gorgeous marble floors throughout much of the yacht... Not to 

mention a huge galley with stainless steel appliances.... A full gym... And a full crew. Originally priced at 

25 million dollars... It can be yours for just under 10 million dollars. 

 

3/25/11  7am 

Security! Knock it off! Security! Get in the hall! Get out!   A new hampshire lawmaker screams at 

protestors at budget committee meeting thursday.  The committee was discussing an amendment that 

proposes limited collective bargaining rights.    The meeting was repeatedly interrupted, as government 

employees yelled at committee members, some of whom threatened to toss everyone out.   one lawmaker 

tried to ease tensions in the room. "we all made a commitment not to do this.  Please, let's respect the 

process. There will come a time when we have other opportunities." supporters of the amendment told 

protesters it would prevent layoffs, but union members say they'll fight it to the end.   

 

3/28/11  8am 

A lucky person in upstate new york has won the 319-million-dollars mega millions jackpot.  but no one's 

claimed it yet.   the winning ticket was sold here at the coulson's news center store in downtown albany.   

the winner hasn't come forward, but lottery officials say the winner could claim the prize money as early as 

this morning. “it's great that somebody who comes in here... And hopefully it's a regular customer, maybe 

even a group of people from an office around here. That would be nice if it could be shared amongst a 

group of people, but we'll see." "i came in and said i asked for a winner but it wasn't me.  So,  i just hope it's 

someone else who's gonna have as much fun as i would have (laughs)."    if the winner picks the cash 

option when buying the ticket, he or she will receive a one-time, lump-sum payment of more than 202-

point-million dollars. this was the sixth largest jackpot in mega millions history and the second highest pool 

for a single winning ticket.  

 

3/31/11  8am 

Google announces Monday it will bring its high-speed broadband network to Kansas City, Kansas. It's the 

first city to get the new program. Google says internet access will be more than 100 times faster than what 

most Americans currently have. K-u medical center says the possibilities with the high speed internet are 

endless. “I know we're going to be able to do a better job of recruiting some people who really use data in 

their research for instance."  Kansas City, Kansas beat out applications from 11-hundred other cities vying 

for the opportunity.  

 

 

EDUCATION 
 

1/6/110  8am 

The bus drives right down his street. So a rose-hill man wants to know why it won't stop at his house to 

pick up a student. The school district says there's no room on the bus right now. But as eyewitness news 

reporter Denise Hnytka tells us- the man believes that shouldn't be the end of the discussion. Casey Law-

back (laubach) took the day off work Wednesday- to deal with what he calls a frustrating situation. “I never 

once thought transportation would be a problem.” He lives in this rose-hill home with his daughter- his 

fiancée and his soon to be step-son Xander. After his first day of school Tuesday... The seven year old tried 

to catch the bus home. So he tried to get on, the bus driver said no. He got left on the curb. Principal came 

and grabbed him and took him to day care. The family didn't understand why that happened... They found 

out... It begins with how close their home is to the school. The district has two buses that service kids who 

live within 2.5 miles of the school. The superintendent says both are full and though there are a few kids on 

the waiting list, there aren't enough to cover the cost of an additional bus. “I don't care, I don't care. I 

moved here for the schools, expecting the school to bus my kid.”  The superintendent says there may be 

openings on the bus--- he's trying to work it out. He says Xander might be able to get on a bus as soon as 

tomorrow. “Might, I don't want to hear might. I want to hear we are going to figure out a solution. This 



 

 

might, that means they are pushing me off.” The school district is asking for patience... But Laubach says 

he doesn't have time for it. “Having to move my schedule, obviously its frustrating he can't ride with his 

friends. He wants to ride the bus.“ a bus he says drives down his street in the morning... And then again in 

the after7am... Anyway. Denise Hnytka kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

1/7/11  7am 

A Salina music teacher wins a contest sponsored by the alternative rock band Weezer. Matt Gerry says he 

starts every class by having his students at Salina south middle school play a Weezer song. He sent the 

band a video of his class in action...and won the grand prize in the band's grant your wish contest. Gerry's 

wish was for Weezer to teach his students "how to shred on guitar." he's flying to Chicago to meet the band 

...and will have Weezer teach his students a song during a webcast for the students this Saturday. 

 

1/12/11  8am 

The wichita school district has *canceled* classes and activities for today. Other districts have done the 

same... And others will start late.   you can see all school changes at the bottom of your screen...and kwch-

dot-com.   there you can sign up for text me 12... To get the latest weather information sent to your cell 

phone or email.  

 

2/3/11  7am 

Blowing snow.. And wicked winds. The winter storm will be over soon. But the weather has forced many 

cancellations for today...  Including Wichita public and catholic schools... 

 wichita state university... And k-u. Find all the latest closings at k-w-c-h dot com...  Meantime.. .road 

crews are working around the clock to remove drifting snow from roads and keep drivers from getting 

stuck... But as the snow moves out... The concerns change to dangerously cold air... 

 

2/4/11  7am 

It's a drama..."oh my gosh what are we going to do." Within a drama. "with the weather we can;t go to 

rehearsal if we don't have school, so were like oh no what is going to happen!?" Cast and crew at salina 

south high school have spent three months learning lines, building sets,  and getting their voices ready all 

for one goal.... This week's debut of phantom of the opera. "when school was cancelled today i started to 

get a knot in my stomach." School has been out all week due to the winter storm...that means no rehearsal. 

"to lose some days this week with the weather made us a bit nervous....but we are going to get back on 

track and do a great job. Phantom of the opera is not an easy show to pull off, elaborate costumes, special 

effects, and multiple scene changes are something you just cant practice at home. "this is the biggest show i 

have ever been in...the biggest salina south has done." "it's a spectacle seeing all these students come 

together and working as hard as we've had and showing you these big amazing chorus numbers." ((stand 

up))"so the cast and crew of phantom of the opera have their problems getting to rehearsal because of all 

the ice and snow. One has to wonder...what would happen if the real phantom could not get to opera 

because of weather...hmmm"((end stand up))"the phantom would hire somebody to pick him up and drive 

him to the theater...or he would walk with some sort of heater to get to the theater." Less than 24 hours 

away from opening night....and all that can be said: good luck...."don't mess up the words....don't mess up 

the words and get your notes." 

I mean break a leg.... "they are ready! Kids have their game faces on." In salina karl man fox kansas 

eyewitness news. 

 

2/10/11  8am 

Parents...and students listen up.   wichita public schools are in session this morning.   usd 259 says buses 

may be running 15-30 minutes behind schedule today because of road conditions.  parents are urged to 

make sure their children are bundled up.  you've heard mark say wind chills could be in the minus 20 range.  

parents should keep their children inside or wait with them  -- if possible -- until their school bus arrives. 

 

2/11/11  7am 

Some school districts have already used up their snow days for the year.  the salina school district is 

making changes so it can keep up.   its adding one day to the calendar and will keep adding if there's 

another round of extreme weather. The last day of school in salina will now be may 20th for all students-

except seniors.   they get out a week earlier-but still have to attend one extra day. And starting in march-all 



 

 

high schoolers in the salina district will start each day at 7:35, instead of eight.     the district says the 

changes will help meet the state's classroom time requirements.   

 

2/13/11  8am 

its sad to see her high school years end but its great to see the beginning of her future.   for jordan snide and 

her mother theresa...that future begins at friends university. ot3,57:22-i did cringe that's why i looked at her 

and said we're coming here today, she said i don't need to and i said no, we're coming here today.   put off 

long enough....the two are *here* for help with jordan's free application for federal student aid or fafsa.  

ot4,00:46-the fafsa is the one that makes us all nervous.   its reputation precedes it.   and why most people 

here came to college goal sunday...where parents and students can get one-on-one assistance submitting 

their fafsa form.  sot2,47:34-we have a lot of people that don't even know if they're going to qualify for 

financial aid so its always best just to fill out the fafsa.   expert, brandon pierce says everyone qualifies for 

low interest student loans and some families are surprised how much aid they get toward college tuition.  

ot2,48:20-there are grants that aren't just for the low income yes, they qualify for them as well.  but the 

biggest question, pierce hears sunday concerns taxes.  sot2,45:50-we do have people that haven't done their 

taxes yet which is completely normal.     with most university fafsa deadlines just two weeks away, pierce 

says many families have yet to file.   sunday, he has students enter estimates...once their families taxes are 

complete they can send the return to their institution's financial aid office.  sot3,57:08,it was a breeze, it 

was a lot easier than i thought it was going to be.    with help...it took theresa and jordan less than 15 

minutes to complete the form that once intimidated them and will now likely improve her financial future.    

in wichita kara sewell kwch 12 eyewitness news.> 

 

2/15/11  8am 

 i'm a little bit caught off guard. Scott pittman has been teaching for 16 years and can't remember a budget 

situation worse that the one right now. And looking at the the board of educations preliminary contract 

proposal...isn't giving him much hope things are getting better. <14:37 - the cost of living goes up...and i 

have no control over that but as my salary doesn't go up than i've got to give somewhere.> The proposal 

would be for a one or two year contract... 

It would require teachers to increase the detail in their lesson plans...And either freeze pay at where it was 

two years ago...or cut it by one percent. Pittman says he didn't expect to get more money...but also didn't 

expect the lesson plan issue. <13:25 - they're wanting them to be almost verbatim, is what i feel. This is 

what i'm going to say, this is where i'm going to be, this is what the children are going to do and you really 

can't control that kind of a thing. The board of education didn't want to comment on the proposal because 

it's so early in the contract process - negotiations aren't even set to start for nearly a month. But wichita's 

teacher's union said they were disappointed with the districts offers.  They may have been disappointed in 

our requests too, knowing that money is tight and yet we still asked for an increase. U-t-w wants to save 

money by reducing the number of days teachers work but cutting some inservice days...it also wants 

teachers to have more planning time...and increase their salaries by 3 percent. Setting the groundwork for 

some interesting negotiations throughout the next several months. We're not going to get whatever we 

want, their not going to get whatever they want so the whole thing is working together to come up with a 

common denominator that we can work together with. In wichita, megan strader kwch 12 eyewitness news 

 

2/16/11  8am 

A kansas student will begin his professonal career working for google soon. Josh cech (check) grew up in 

goodland... And is now studying computer networking through fort hays state university.   he was recently 

hired by the internet giant as an internal technology resident.     cech says he still can't believe it...and says 

independent studies allowed him to expand on what he learned in the classroom.  I was able to do 

independent studies, through that i was able to expand my knowledge outside what they actually offered at 

fort hays.  Cech is currently completing his degree through fort hays state's virtual college while working in 

wichita.  he starts at google's headquarters in california's bay area in august. 

 

2/17/11  8am 

A Derby high school student is disciplined and school officials say it is over an inappropriate photo. School 

officials say the student sent the picture from his cell phone to other students while on a school bus. A 

district spokesperson says they followed the sexual harassment guidelines which call for suspension or 



 

 

expulsion. Derby police were also notified - they've turned the case over to the exploited and missing 

children unit. 

 

2/18/11  7am 

The wichita school district's bond project is temporarily on hold.   for the first time, the committee 

overseeing the money hears why.   the committee will help reorganize a plan for the projects.   district 

leaders says the problem isn't paying for projects like new schools and additions...   it's paying to staff them 

when they're done with the new projects.   but more than just committee members were interested in 

hearing more about the situation.   bev sauerwein (sour-wine) is the vice president of sauerwein 

construction and says wichita's construction industry is banking on the extra work bond projects provide. 

We have a lot of contractors from around the state who have come in to wichita just to bid these jobs 

because they have nothing going on in their area so we have picked up some extra contractors we don't 

normally have on our bid list...so it's going to hurt us.  no bond projects have been cancelled, but some may 

be delayed.   the committee will discuss a more detailed plan at its next meeting. 

 

2/21/11  7am 

Kansas journalism classes will continue to get extra cash from the state.   it's a story we first told you about 

last september.   the state high school association decided to take a more focussed approach on how it funds 

career classes.   that left stand alone journalism classes like this one at east high...on the chopping block.   

journalism advisers have persuaded kansas education officials that they should continue receiving 

vocational funding.    it's money that many high schools depend on to produce their yearbooks and 

newspapers. 

 

2/23/11  8am 

Wichita's teacher's union says the profession has a reached a point of crisis.    those are words in a letter to 

members this week that says teachers are under attack in the kansas legislature.   the letter encourages 

teachers to become involved.   it points out several issues, including a bill that would prohibit labor unions 

in kansas... From using membership dues to engage in political activity.   it's also critical of the board's 

proposal to teachers for their next contract. 

 

2/28/11  8am 

new this morning..  students at goddard high school will see the downside of snow days today.   they're in 

classes an additional 10 minutes each day until the end of the school year.    it's because the district used up 

all of its snow days, plus an extra day for a water main break.   goddard seniors also have to go to school an 

extra two days this year. 

       

3/1/11  8am 

Some Wichita teachers and parents may be surprised to learn school could start early next year.     It's just 

the start of cutting millions of dollars out of the budget. The superintendent recommends changing school 

start times -- it could affect teachers and parents...but as eyewitness news reporter Michael Schwanke 

explains... It will have little impact on the budget... From now--until school is out, this is how school board 

meetings will go. “We are saddened by this state of affairs.” The first round of budget reductions is less of 

a cut and more of a shift-- once again the district is changing start times...this time for nine schools. If 

approved--brooks, jardine, northeast, blackbear, allison and mayberry will start at seven. Sowers, wells and 

greiffenstein will start at eight. The move...will reduce the number of busses needed--and save the district 

about 450 thousand dollars. “it puts us 29 and half million short of where we need to be” 30 million is the 

mark this board faces “we don't have 39 or 40 or more we're going to be quickly out of those options and it 

becomes staff and programs.” “children’s lives don’t' come to a halt while adults try to figure out adult 

issues.” Board president Connie Dietz says they don't have the option of closing. “we will continue to have 

school and do the best we can but they are making life harder they really are.” This is phase one--but again 

450 thousand dollars is a long way from 30 million dollars so next week the board will hold another special 

budget meeting. And board president Connie Dietz says board member may want to bring their sleeping 

bags. Reporting at north high, I’m Michael Schwanke kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

3/2/11  7am 



 

 

Board member kevass harding says it best. they got a lot to deal with...a lot to deal with.  after eight years--

harding has decided not to run again--someone new will fill his seat.  it's a lot of work and a lot of 

commitment.     harding says--challenge doesn't begin to describe what the new board members are up 

against--but he can list them   budget then the bond issue after that i see dealing with salaries and then 

fourth would be our boundaries.   and not one will make a board member popular. we will be cutting jobs... 

these cuts go behind chairs pencils and paper we're talking about people.   (standup)   the new board 

members will take over the first meeting in july--the budget is due the very next month--harding says they 

have to be ready to make some decisions--and none will be easy. the next person who comes in hopefully 

they have some sense.     michael schwanke kwch 12 eyewitness news.> 

 

3/3/11  8am 

Kids aren't supposed to stand on the bus, but it's what one bus driver did to stop it....that has parents upset. 

Take a look. "that's what's going to happen if i hit the brakes, so get in that seat and sit down!"  

Surveillance video from a school bus shows a Washington bus driver pulling a student to the floor. It 

happened in January. Six-year-old Kynzie Reavely was standing and talking to someone behind her while 

the bus was moving...  All of a sudden you see the bus driver grab her by her backpack and yank her to the 

floor. A few days later, Reavely's mom found out about it, but she says the school district never mentioned 

it was her daughter.: "they said a little girl on her bus had been pulled down by the bus driver. They didn't 

tell me it was Kynzie and i got off the phone and they said Kynzie would be traumatized by it...might be."  

Ashley Reavely admits her daughter was not seated properly, but says the driver over-reacted.  Police are 

investigating the incident and will determine if any criminal charges should be filed.  The driver has been 

pulled from the job. 

 

3/7/11  5am 

Cash-strapped kansas schools are being cited for fire code violations.   it's a requirement for schools to 

block smoke from making its way into hallways so buildings can be evacuated safely.   the code has been in 

existance since the 70's, but inspectors are getting new training about it... And have now fined 56 schools.   

districts have either replace dozens of doors, or add more fire alarms to comply with the code.   many 

schools say it's too costly to fix the problem. 

 

3/8/2011  8am 

More cuts for Wichita schools-- another 430 thousand dollars--closing in on the million dollar mark. 

Wichita school board members held a special meeting last night. They heard proposals to terminate leases, 

and furlough employees.     But the big cuts are yet to come... Eyewitness news reporter Michael 

Schwanke...the process is slow “we cut 887 thousand out of 30 million we're chipping away it we've got a 

long ways.” In another special board meeting...members heard more details about what the district is 

calling "phase one" cuts. The district will terminate leases that house the workforce learning center and the 

midtown community resource center--the programs will move to other buildings. That will save about 137 

thousand dollars. It will also furlough employees one day next year--except for teachers and para-

professionals. That will save about 300 thousand. Superintendent John Allison also voiced frustration with 

lawmakers--and what he says is a lack of transparency on their part. “getting information regarding 

legislation it's a frustration not only for districts but should be for citizens.” “people the public can not 

believe the dramatic cuts they're talking about making to education.” And so far--compared to what's 

coming...the cuts have been minor.  People will lose their jobs. “these are probably the least hurtful cuts the 

hurtful cuts are yet to come.” 

 

3/9/11  8am 

A key legislative committee endorses cutting base aid for public schools in kansas.  the senate ways and 

means committee wants a 2-hundred-26 dollar cut per student. That's close to the cuts governor brownback 

proposed in his budget.   instead of going to students -- the money cut would go to special ed, pensions and 

other areas.   many school districts oppose the changes.   they say the per student funding is the most 

important money they receive. 

 

3/14/11  8am 

It's not the news budget strapped schools wanted to hear. Late friday--the governor announced he's cutting 

50 million dollars from this year education budget.    it's sure to be on the agenda for tonight's (monday) 



 

 

wichita school board meeting.  the district is already working to cut 30 million from next year's budget.   

the latest cut will mean about five million for wichita schools.  the district says the money will have to 

come from its reserve fund. 

That's what we operate off of when the state is late on their payments to us...and they have been late many 

months this year.   board president connie dietz told us this weekend that the cut didn't come as a surprise. it 

will leave wichita schools with about 12 million dollars in savings, but the district has a monthly payroll of 

about 35 million dollars. 

 

3/15/11  10pm 

Kansas schools will lose 50 million dollars for the next few months -- for Wichita schools that means a five 

million dollar cut. The district was prepared for the governor's announcement last week -- but many people 

are still waiting for more cuts -- and they will come. Eyewitness news reporter Michael Schwanke looks at 

what's next...superintendent john Allison is looking ahead to next month. “we're looking at early April and 

at that point we have to start looking at what our building level cuts will be” in Monday’s meeting...the 

board quickly moved past governor Brownback’s announcement that he's cutting 50 million from Kansas 

schools. The announcement--Allison says, was not a surprise...what was unexpected was how it was made. 

“there was just no notice” “that was a surprise what he announced was not a surprise.“ the Wichita school 

district's reserve money will cut the five million the governor wants...for this school year. Cutting 30 

million from *next* school year is a different story. “bottom line is we don't want to impact the classroom 

but 30 million over the past couple of years another 30 million it's going to be impossible this year.” 

 

 

3/16/11  7am 

Helping other students is a regular part of jared jamis' week...But the east high senior experienced 

something on tuesday that took him entirely by surprise. He pulled me out and we went out on the front 

lawn and my parents were there and the principals and a bunch of people i had never seen before, it as kind 

of an ambush.> 

Jamis was given the  charles and joanne mcilwaine foundation scholarship, worth 40 thousand dollars to the 

university of kansas. I got a call about last wednesday so i've known the news for a little while and of 

course i had to be really secretive and i called dave immediately otherwise we haven't told anybody so its 

been a big secret.> 

Along with after school tutoring,  jamis is an eagle scout and very involved in the community. Both he and 

his parents say it's a good example of the *good things young people are doing in wichita. He's always been 

a good kid and a really hard worker so its nice to see all of his work in scouting and his work in school 

finally pay off for him.> 

I'm not saying it will happen in every situation but i feel like its definitely motivation for others to get out 

there and work hard in their communities.> It could be worth 40 thousand dollars. In wichita, megan 

strader kwch 12 eyewitness news.> 

 

3/17/11  8am 

A senate committee rejects a bill removing in-state tuition for undocumented immigrants.. Current law 

allows the tuition if they have attended a Kansas high school for three years... And if they're actively trying 

to become u-s citizens. The *house* approved the bill last month. Yesterday's action means the bill will 

likely die in the current session. 

 

3/24/11  8am 

They're simple things...but those teaching them say...all children should know them --  good manners are on 

the lesson plan at a Wichita etiquette class. And the students are becoming refined young men and 

women...and we're talking...really young. There's a cast of characters at this make-believe party. Role 

playing is how these kids are learning how to introduce themselves. Part of a spring break class about 

etiquette. That's a big word for a five year old. “can you tell me what etiquette means?” “it means... I don't 

know.“ but Emma Cohn knows what good manners are. “good manners are something you do at the table.” 

Including knowing where everything goes... From the plate... To the utensils. “we can learn and have fun.” 

They're simple things...  But once kids learn them... “people are different when they walk out of this class. 

They act better than other kids their age.” Teacher Caroline Rowley says that's because they have much 

more confidence. “these skills are not taught, once they are it is second nature.” Playing is the key to 



 

 

helping them learn....the skills they'll use the rest of their lives. “I can take them anywhere. We can have 

dinner with the queen and be successful.” 

 

3/25/11  5am 

A school employee in sublette is under investigation.   The employee is accused of an inappropriate 

relationship with a student.  Authorities aren't releasing much information.  The k-b-i is helping with the 

investigation. 

 

3/28/11  8am 

The mall.   If anyone knew anything about texting...  We knew we'd find them here.  Sound 1 zach 17.54 

(do you text pretty often?) Uh, most times of the day. 57   Sound 2 sayrah 25.30  all day, every day, 

whenever i'm bored and free - except when i'm doing my school work (wide eyes.). 35   And we knew 

they'd be able to decipher all those words they type on their cell phones.   Sound 1 zach 18.29  lmao   

Sound 2 sayrah 25.47~ laugh out loud.  50  (and what's the laugh out loud?) Lol. 55   Sound1 18.12 zach 

uh, can't say that one on t-v.  15 Sound 2 sayrah 26.02  and oh my god is o-m-g.  (dictionary video) so 

when we told them some of those words are now recognized in a revered tome of the english language. 

Sound 2 stephanie 27.34  it's interesting.   Because, like, it's an abbreviated word.  37   

Sound 1 zach 19.10  it's kind of acronym-ish.  So if they're putting other acronymns, it makes sense.  Sound 

1 christina pitts 19.30  they're not real words. (how so?) They are, but like, separately.  But not together. 36    

And that's where we run into a vocabulary controversy. These newly-inaugurated words stand for other 

words.... And are mostly typed with thumbs, rarely vocalized with tongues.  Sound 2 stephanie 28.03  if i'm 

really excited, i'll run up to someone like, oh my god!  I won't say o-m-g! 06  i just think that's weird.08   

But just like the technology that made these phrases common -- the english language also evolves. Sound 1 

zach 20.04 enough people started saying bling, then they started - they put it in the dictionary. 07  i mean, if 

everybody uses it, and that's what we understand each other as, then it makes sense. 11  And if you don't 

understand what the word means... That's why its in the dictionary. In wichita, rg, kwch 12 ewn. 

 

3/30/11  7am 

By the time school let out tuesday afternoon. Parents were still wondering what led up to the phone call 

they got just one day earlier.  it rang so i just answered it and got an automated message saying the 

principal had resigned as of yesterday and the assistant principal would be taking over affective yesterday. 

The same message that pops up on the circle school districts home page. It says principal, allen sersland 

resigned due to personal reasons...but makes no mention of an arrest that happened less than two weeks 

ago. Records here at the andover police department show that on march 18 sersland was arrested for two 

things driving under the influence and attempting to evade and elude police. The documents say he was 

arrested here...between andover and augusta. The butler county sheriff's office tells us sersland hit a 

mailbox before stopping. We called the circle school district and were told it had no comment on sersland's 

arrest. In butler county, megan strader kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

 



 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 
 

1/3/11  7am 
Homes flooded and streets covered in water. This is what it looks like in parts of Queensland, Australia. 

The flooding is being called some of the worst in a decade. Floodwaters cover an area the size of France 

and Germany... And has flooded 22 towns and cities. Evacuations are now under order. 

 

1/5/11  7am 

A hot summer... And a dry winter... It's giving Kansas farmers problems with this year's winter wheat 

crop... Farmers say they're worried what could happen to the price of the crop... If they have a poor 

harvest... Eyewitness news reporter Karl Man talked with one farmer who's ready for any kind of 

precipitation...for more than thirty years Pete Meagher has been working on a farm...and this year he 

considers himself lucky. "There are people saying that they don't even know if they have wheat out there. If 

you look out here you can see a little bit of green out their." he says he’s fortunate to have any wheat crop 

growing. Adding that high winds, and little to no precipitation have been a dangerous combination for the 

wheat crop...especially coming off such a hot summer. "it is getting to the point where if you don’t get your 

wheat off to a good start then you wont have a good finish." this time of year many farmers welcome a 

fresh blanket of snow...something that helps the wheat...however snow is not sticking this season. "if you 

have a snow cover out their it kind of insulates the ground a little bit...it helps the plant get through cold 

times." No snow means more time for meaghers cattle to graze on some of the wheat in its early growing 

stages." "they are just out their eating what is their, it wont hurt it at all. At this point you can graze up till 

March and be fine." now the main concern for farmers becomes the price of wheat and how the weather 

will affect it. "if we don’t get a good yield, high prices wont make a difference." the answer to that will 

come this spring during harvest time. "it is a problem I think with the winds and the cold things of that 

nature, it could become a problem around spring time" in Salina, Karl Man, kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 

1/6/11  8am 

A massive oil spill like the b-p disaster could happen again if big changes aren't made by the government 

and the oil industry. That's the word from a new report by a presidential commission appointed to 

investigate the spill. The panel found that b-p, Halliburton and Transocean all made risky decisions to cut 

corners.... Triggering the disaster. 

 

1/10/11  8am 

A 5-point-9 magnitude earthquake strikes off the coast of Chile. The u-s geological survey says the quake 

struck 200 miles southwest of Santiago....around midnight our time.. So far there are no reports of any 

damage or injuries. 

 

1/12/11  7am 

When the cold weather moves in.  And you think you have it bad  just think of rex carmichael     we spend 

all day and you have to be there.   Carmichael runs a dairy. every day...twice a day these cows have to be 

milked--no matter what the temperature.   When it gets this cold...the chores never end. Make sure the 

animals have food and water and make sure the heaters are working   you may not run a dairy--but there are 

some chores you want to think about. Pipes can freeze and break--"especially if that faucet is on an outside 

wall, moving water won't freeze, it will help keep the pipes from freezing. You can also leave a bathtub 

running, just a trickle"   dave riskin with reddi rooter says you can also leave your cabinet doors open--that 

lets the heat get in and if you have a weak car battery--this cold snap will put it to the test...so if you're not 

sure leave yourself some extra time.  And remember--you could be doing this....and you won't hear 

carmichael complaining. The cold adds just a little extra to it. 

 

1/13/11  8am 

Folks are getting very creative when it comes to the snow. This Connecticut college student used a big box 

to get snow off his car.  The state was one of the hardest hit by the latest storm -- with some places getting 

more than two feet of snow. The storm caused power outages across hartford... Forcing people to find other 



 

 

ways to stay warm. "We are all sitting in our cars, staying warm, but would rather be inside our homes 

staying warm." the heavy snow and gusting winds also closed hundreds of schools and businesses across 

New England Wednesday. 

 

2/3/11  7am 

No matter what Punxsutawney Phil says..  For the Midwest, winter is going to be around for a while.  A 

huge winter storm is bringing subzero temperatures and heavy snow.  Some parts could see more than a 

foot and a half of ice and snow build up. 

 

2/8/11  7am 

Chicago just dug out of one its biggest winter storms ever, .. And one man had to do it without his shovel. 

His neighbor took it, .. And he got her back. David wells noticed his snow shovel was missing so he 

checked out his surveillance camera. It shows his neighbor come in his yard and take it, so she could dig 

out her car. But she never returned it. Wells got revenge, .. He got out his snow blower. “I got a little, I 

guess, passive aggressive. And, i got a new snow blower so I was kind of excited to bury her car.” Then he 

watched the woman come by the next morning. She started to brush the snow off her car. She didn't have 

the shovel this time. It took her four hours to get her car out. 

 

2/9/11  7am 

Snow continued to fall overnight....  Now Wichita is seeing a record snowfall amount. The city has seen 

seven inches since the snow started. 

 

2/10/11  7am 

You get one to jack knife and then there you go...it just starts a chain.> potatoes over here....piles of grain 

over there.delicious additions to your dinner table...A big mess on the interstate. We're at the 13 mile maker 

here...there's another bad one at the one and then there's more wrecks at the two mile marker. Charlie 

strickland's road service company was kept plenty busy wednesday. His crews have been cleaning up 

accidents along this stretch of i-35 in cowley county all day.not all of them literally covering the road in 

mashed potatoes....but all dangerous. 

This one, probably, they came up on the traffic shutdown where we were trying to clear the lane and that's 

usually what starts the chain reaction.> strickland says a lot of the accidents he saw wednesday could have 

been avoided...something drivers traveling the interstate couldn't agree with more smart people slow down 

and they make it no problem. It's going to take some time before the all the potatoes and grain are cleaned 

up... Crews are focusing on getting the semis and cars loaded up and hauled away. Crews that wish people 

would have used some better judgement before heading out on the roads. <29:33 - slow down, stay home if 

you can. There's no need to even be out here  unless its life threatening...one way of the other it's life 

threatening just don't even get out on these roads.> because too often...eyes end up on wrecks like this one, 

and not the road. In cowley county, megan strader kwch 12 eyewitness news 

 

2/15/11  7am 

All over your home...Nats of him working   are ways to save money on energy. but they're often hard to 

see. 

unless you look through shawn patterson's eyes. 18:11 that's what i help them identify, what they can do 

cost effectively and what they need to hire someone or forego all together.    patterson is an energy auditor. 

     and he's the first step to trimming your electric bills through a new westar energy program.:29 the whole 

idea is to cut use, more comfortable and save money in the long run.     its called smart savings.   it allows 

home-owners to pay for upgrades to their homes... In monthly installments on their electricity bills.  nats of 

him setting up... 

     it begins with a home audit...  patterson uses several gadgets... To find places where air is leaking in a 

home. 

     the whole process can take three to four hours.  but when he's done... He can offer a plan of action.  

27:47 in every audit there is a quote so you can hand it to a contractor, very specifically what needs to be 

done to an area.  once the work is done...    and a follow-up audit complete...     the repair bill can be tacked 

on to your energy bill.  a bill... That could be as much as 20-percent lower once upgrades are complete.  

denise hnyytka kwch 12 eyewitness news. 

 



 

 

2/16/11  7am 

the fog is creating dangerous driving conditions this morning.   in some cases...visibility may not be more 

than a car length.   so what should you do while you're on your way to work or school?   keep your distance 

from other vehicles.  slow down. many fog-related accidents happen because someone was driving too fast 

and couldn't stop in time.   use low beams. using your brights directs the light up into the fog making it 

difficult for you to see the road. 

  and if you have to pull over, make sure to turn on your flashers.  make sure your windows are clear. 

 

2/22/11  Noon 

The search is on this morning for victims of a powerful earthquake in New Zealand.  Buildings topple over 

causing extensive damage to the city of Christchurch. The magnitude 6-point-3 quake rocked the city at the 

height of the business day. New Zealand’s prime minister says offers of aid are already pouring in 

including from the united states.  He says the number one priority right now is getting to those who need 

help. It's the second time in less than six months that a major earthquake has hit the area. "that's our 

building" "that's our work." "the most frightening thing of my entirely life, absolutely scared." within hours 

of the earthquake, at least two large aftershocks struck the city... One was a magnitude 5.6... The other a 

magnitude 5.5.    

 

2/23/11  8am 

nasa scrubs the launch of its new climate satellite. The "glory" satellite was scheduled to launch this 

morning from vandenberg air force base in california.   nasa says the mission was delayed because of a 

technical engineering problem.   it will try again tomorrow.   the satellite is expected to help scientists learn 

more about how the sun and atmospheric particles affect the earth's climate.   experts think the information 

will be valuable in predicting future climate changes. 

 

2/24/11  8am 

Anti-government protesters in Libya are calling for another round of demonstrations today. Ruler 

Muammar Gaddafi is clinging to power. And governments around the world are scrambling to get their 

citizens out of the country before the situation gets any worse.  Wednesday, president Obama called the 

bloodshed outrageous and unacceptable.  The white house and the European union are vowing to consider 

sanctions against Libya for its fierce crackdown on anti-government protesters.  He's sending secretary of 

state Hillary Clinton to Geneva next week for international talks aimed at stopping the violence. 

 

2/25/11  7am 

"2... 1...  And the final liftoff of discovery"     after months of delays...  space shuttle discovery lifts off on 

its final mission.   the crew of six is headed to the international space station with supplies, a storage 

module...  and a first of its kind humanoid robot for maintenance tasks.   since 19-85, discovery has been 

the flagship of nasa's shuttle fleet... 

     nasa has only two more shuttle missions left before the program is retired.. 

 

2/28/11  7am 

Kansans are already feeling the change in seasons, and it won't be long before we'll begin to see them too. 

Large hail, destructive winds, and tornadoes are all just part of spring and summer in Kansas. The 2010 

storm season was very slow to start. There were no tornadoes recorded in March.  But while a tornado 

didn't hit a major metro area, there were still 80 reported in all of 2010, slightly above average. The 

strongest received an EF2 in Kingman county. One of the biggest storm events last year was the big hail 

storm that hit the Wichita area on Sept. 15th, causing millions in damage. So what about this year? Just like 

our winter was influenced by La Nina, the unseasonably cool water in the equatorial Pacific will be an 

influence in the spring storm season ahead. Spring 2008 was influenced by La Nina and KS had 185 

tornadoes that year & 5 consecutive days in May with tornadoes Spring 2000 was another La Nina spring, 

but it wasn't as busy with just one tornado outbreak in June And remember May 3, 1999 when OKC and 

Haysville took direct hits, that was also a La Nina spring. It's impossible to say how many tornadoes we'll 

see this year, but spring in KS usually results in a storm coming out of the desert southwest, running into 

Gulf of Mexico moisture, and firing off storms across the central Plains. Recent changes in the weather 

pattern would suggest the tornado season may start earlier this year and if it does, we'll likely see more 

tornadoes than average, keeping the storm team busy in the months ahead. Here is a summary of our 2010-



 

 

11 Winter: Our average highs were 2-6 degrees warmer than our average high temperatures in the winter of 

2009-10 There were as many as 4 cold outbreaks that hit the state. When we refer to a cold outbreak, we 

are talking about periods where highs were only in the teens. There were 3 major winter storms to hit 

Kansas. The first hit on January 10th, followed by a second storm on February 1st, and then on February 

8th. Northeast Kansas had as many as 6 different winter storms producing significant snows this winter. 

Storm Team 12 forecasted periods of warmer weather this winter and we had those too. In fact, there were 

2 cases of record highs of 70 degree temperatures reported. > 

 

3/1/11  8am 

New this morning... A two minute moment of silence is observed in New Zealand at 12-51 p.m, the same 

time the quake hit. It comes one week after a 6-point-3 earthquake destroyed homes, buildings, and more in 

christchurch. 155 people are confirmed dead from the quake and dozens of others are still missing. 

 

3/2/11  8am 

It's the last spacewalk for shuttle discovery.   two astronauts will perform maintenance work on the 

international space station today.   the spacewalk is expected to last approximately 6 1/2 hours.  

discovery...na-sa's most traveled shuttle...will be retired after this mission.  

 

3/3/11  8am 

New details this morning...on the attacks in Libya. Six people are dead following new airstrikes on an oil-

producing town. The bombings were early this morning. More air strikes are being reported in eastern 

Libya this morning. Witnesses say the target is a key oil facility in the town of Brega... Which Libyan 

forces tried to retake just yesterday. As the crisis escalates... Pressure is building for the international 

community to impose a no-fly zone over the country. But the u-s remains cautious. ”let's just call a spade a 

spade. A no-fly zone begins with an attack on libya to destroy the air defenses."  Meanwhile moammar 

gaddafi is still warning if anyone intervenes, there will be a lot of bloodshed. 

 

3/7/11  7am 

Cash-strapped kansas schools are being cited for fire code violations.   it's a requirement for schools to 

block smoke from making its way into hallways so buildings can be evacuated safely.   the code has been in 

existance since the 70's, but inspectors are getting new training about it... And have now fined 56 schools.   

districts have either replace dozens of doors, or add more fire alarms to comply with the code.   many 

schools say it's too costly to fix the problem. 

 

3/8/2011  8am 

Today's weather forces the national weather service to reschedule the statewide tornado drill. The sirens 

will now go off Thursday afternoon at 1-30. The drill is this week because of severe weather awareness 

week in Kansas. 

 

3/10/11  8am 

A moderate earthquake shakes southwest china causing at least 14 deaths and hundreds of injuries. The 5-

point-4 quake hit near the Myanmar border at one o'clock in the afternoon there... That's about 11 o'clock at 

night here. The u-s geological survey reports a considerable amount of damage. 

 

3/11/11  7am 

A wall of water 30 foot high raced across farmland in northeastern japan - Sweeping cars and even 

buildings aside. 

A massive 8.9 earthquake off the coast triggered a tsunami that washed away Everything in its path. Cars 

bobbed in the water in the port city of kamaishi......as another 33 foot wave struck the northern city of 

sendai. People raced to  

Higher ground. The quake sparked fires that burned out of control up and down the coast - and One at an 

oil refinery east of tokyo. A government spokesman urged people to stay calm...office workers were caught 

In swaying buildings in tokyo. The quake struck in the middle of the afternoon....japan's prime minster was 

Addressing parliament at the moment it hit. They're used to quakes in japan, but this was a biggest one to 

strike the  



 

 

Country in 140 years. The pacific tsunami warning center issued a warning for hawaii, stretching  From the 

phillipines to taiwan, indonesia -- and as far away as russia,  Colombia and peru. Officials issued a tsunami 

watch for the entire western coast of the united  States and canada from the mexican border to alaska. The 

red cross has warned that the height of the wave is higher than some low Lying islands in the pacific? 

Japan's army is struggling to reach survivors inland. The un says it has 30 international search and rescue 

teams on alert, ready to  

Help. 

 

3/15/11  10pm 

Japan's deadly earthquake is now tied for fourth on the u.s. survey's list of strongest earthquakes since 1900 

-- after the usgs upgraded the magnitude to 9.0.  The confirmed death toll grows every few hours -- 

reaching more than 2,000.   As temperatures dip below freezing, search-and-rescue teams continue to look 

for the more than 3,000 victims still missing.   Meanwhile, Japans’ chief cabinet secretary says the situation 

at the fukushima daiichi nuclear plant is not yet stable.  

 

 

3/16/11 5am 

A federal judge rules a nebraska gas company has the right to seize nearly ten-thousand acres of land in 

kansas. 

northern natural gas says it needs to contain gas spreading from an underground storage facility.   residents 

in pratt, reno and kingman counties say they own the land where the gas is being drilled...  northern gas 

plans to use eminent domain to take control of the land.   more than 170 property owners are affected.   

there's no word yet on how they will be compensated. 

 

3/18/11  5am 

The nuclear crisis in japan continues to deepen..as its nuclear agency raises the severity rating of the 

nuclear accident from 4 to 5 on 7-level scale.  charlie d'agata has the latest... 

 

3/21/11  5am 

the supermoon rises over toledo saturday night.  this is the closest the moon has been to earth in nearly 20 

years.  it won't be this close again until 2029. 

 

3/22/11  8am 

It's day four of operation odyssey dawn... The allied air mission over Libya.  The u-s is starting to scale 

back its role in the operation. They say the days of attacks on the regime's ground troops are working. 

American troops have fired more than 100 cruise missiles - including one that hit leader moammar 

qaddafi's compound.  International forces led most of Monday’s missions and president Obama says soon...  

The u-s will hand over full control. But u-s lawmakers still question the president's actions. “we don't want 

it to be long we don't want it to be expanded. We're fighting two wars already." "I do think the president 

showed poor leadership he should have been out in front. You cannot have a situation like this in such a 

major part of the world and have the president sit back, and let the European nations be out there.”  

President Obama defended his strategy in a letter to congress Monday... Saying that preventing a 

humanitarian disaster in Libya would support American’s national interest. 

 

3/23/11  8am 

There are more evacuations this morning at a Japan nuclear plant. It comes after black smoke is seen rising 

out of a rector. The American military is helping out as the crisis worsens in Japan. Officials there say 

levels of radioactive iodine found in tap water in Tokyo are twice the recommended amount for infants. U-s 

forces on the u-s-s Essex say the threat doesn't stop them from working.  They're taking desperately needed 

water and clean towels to help survivors of Japan’s earthquake and tsunami. “it feels great, I’m glad I’m 

actually doing something that counts, helping people in need." "We want to help the Japanese people. And 

that's what we're going to do." experts flown over from the u-s are using use radiation detectors to screen 

every single person to arrive by helicopter on board the Essex. 

 

3/24/11  8am 



 

 

The threat of more grass fires remains high across the state... A grass fire burned an area south of Leon in 

butler county Wednesday... Firefighters from eight different departments helped put out the flames.  

Another fire... This one in Reno County near Cheney Lake burned several acres. We're told a shed caught 

fire but crews kept the flames away from a nearby home. Those two fires come a day after flames burned 

more than 38-thousand acres in western Kansas. This is what Tuesday’s fire in Stanton county looked like 

from the air. No one was hurt --  but the fire destroyed some out buildings and farm equipment. 

 

3/25/11  5am 

Some early morning rain east of Wichita will end with skies turning partly cloudy. Highs will range from 

the mid 60s in the southwest to the lower to middle 50s across northeastern Kansas. Winds will be out of 

the east or northeast through the day. There's going to be another chance for more showers and storms 

Friday night into Saturday. The least likely area to see rain Friday night will be southwest Kansas.  Parts of 

northwestern Kansas could see a few flakes of snow by early Saturday morning. Sunshine will be limited 

on Saturday with highs in the 40s and 50s for much of Kansas. Expect more clouds Sunday with some 

flurries in the morning then some showers later as temperatures rise to the upper 30s to lower 40s. 

 

3/28/11  8am 

A series of weak weather-makers will continue to parade across our region through midweek. Kansas will 

see off and on chances for passing showers, light rain or even a few flurries. Mostly cloudy skies will rule 

Monday with some dense fog early, especially over western Kansas. Rain showers will develop across the 

north and west late in the day then move eastward through the evening and overnight. Highs will only 

struggle into the mid to upper 40s under the gray skies. Some of the light rain could briefly change to light 

snow across parts of Kansas late Monday night into early Tuesday morning but no measurable snow is 

expected.  Tuesday afternoon highs will moderate a bit into the 40s and 50s before more showers arrive 

Wednesday along with a return to slightly cooler temperatures. 

Thursday and into our weekend we can expect fair skies and a significant warming trend with afternoon 

highs climbing into the 70s by Friday. 

 

3/30/11  7am 

Mostly cloudy skies will prevail once again Wednesday but afternoon temperatures will not be as chilly. 

The next system, in parade of weak weather-makers, will move into Kansas from our west Wednesday  

keeping the skies mostly cloudy and bringing a few afternoon showers. A few rumbles of thunder could roll  

across parts of the west but severe weather is not expected. Afternoon highs should be a little warmer  

Wednesday too climbing into the 50s for the west and upper 40s over northern Kansas. 

Despite partly to mostly cloudy skies Thursday, expect the temperatures to warm a bit with highs in the 

60s. 

Friday and into our weekend our weather will be dry with fair skies and even warmer temperatures. 

Afternoon  

highs should climb to near 70 Friday and stay in the 70s through our weekend. 

 

3/31/11  8am 

The secretary-general says nato has taken full control of air operations over Libya. Nato will oversee the 

no-fly zone, maintain the arms embargo over libya, and protect civilians from any attacks. Meanwhile, 

secretary of state Hillary Clinton insists no decision has been made yet on whether to arm Libyan rebels.  

But there are reports president Obama has signed a secret order authorizing covert support for them.  The 

news comes as forces loyal to leader moammar qaddafi appear to be gaining ground.  Government troops 

recaptured a strategic oil town Wednesday and were closing in on another major eastern city. 

 

 



 

 

 

HEALTH & SAFETY 
 

1/3/11  7am 

Authorities say icy roads are to blame for a fatal accident in Pratt county. The Kansas highway patrol says 

43-year old Lazaro Garcia of Emporia, was killed when he lost control of the truck he was driving. It 

happened Sunday after7am at the intersection of 110th St. And 130th Ave. Just north east of the city of 

Preston. No one else was injured in the accident. 

 

1/4/11  8am 

The stunt actor who fell 30 feet while playing spider-man on Broadway is scheduled to leave a rehab 

facility Wednesday.  Christopher Tierney suffered a skull fracture and cracked vertebrae after falling during 

a performance last month of "Spider-Man: Turn Off the Dark". The $65 million show is the most expensive 

ever on Broadway.  It canceled two preview performances after the stunt actor's fall and reopened with new 

safety and security measures.  The show is scheduled to open officially on Feb. 7. 

 

1/5/11  7am 

Troopers are also investigating this deadly crash in Saline County. They say the van in the background was 

about to exit i-70...but then tried to get back on the highway...and pull in front of the pick-up you see in this 

picture. 82-year-old Mary Donley was killed in the crash. The driver of truck wasn't hurt. 

 

1/6/11  8am 

New this morning in the health watch...  A study linking a childhood vaccine to autism...is now being 

called a fraud. That's according to British Medical Journal report...out today. The report says a close 

examination of a 1998 study...shows dr. Andrew Wakefield  and his colleagues falsified information about 

their patients to manipulate their findings. Wakefield's original study suggested a link between autism and 

the measles, mumps and rubella vaccine. Medical experts say his research scared many parents and 

prevented them getting their children the m-m-r vaccine.   They say that may have done long-lasting 

damage to public health. Still, Wakefield and the head of the national autism foundation are defending the 

possible link between autism and vaccinations. 

 

1/7/11  7am 

A homeless man is in serious condition after falling into water near Murdock and Waco Thursday after7am. 

Police say he fell off a bench - into the water. Two friends tried to help him out. It's not known how long he 

was in the water.  Police say alcohol may be a factor in the incident. 

 

1/12/11  8am 

From melody's 10 p pkg saturday:  tiahrt: 41:07 it's not something you expect, hundreds of times i was in 

the position she was in and apparently just as vulnerable. That's what former congressman todd ti-hart said 

on saturday..   Hours after a an arizona congress-woman was shot at point blank range.   Now, just days 

later, the questions turn to security.   I don't think there will be any difference in the way they approach 

their jobs.   chuck knapp worked under todd tiahrt... Who often held town hall-style meetings with voters.   

Knapp is now deputy chief of staff for newly-elected congressman mike pompeo... And doesn't see 

anything changing. town hall meetings will continue.  He will be out in the district meeting the people.  He 

will be doing everything he had done before the tragedy in arizona.   Melody's tiahrt pkg: tiahrt this will 

change the way congress does business. Even local officials will have to think about personal safety...  

Some suggest security officers at events. It's impractical to think that every member of congress could have 

an armed security guard. It really takes about 14 people to really protect someone.   Knapp says what 

happened in arizona isn't common --   and shouldn't be treated that way.  I look both ways before i cross the 

street.  We just have to be careful in our everyday life.  Things like this don't happen very often.     Walking 

a fine line between security --     and accessibility -- to a representative of the people.  In wichita, rg, kwch 

12 ewn. 

 

1/13/11  8am 



 

 

If you were diagnosed with cancer- would you try an experimental treatment? One Wichita woman said she 

had reservations. But she is the first patient in the country to enroll in a new clinical trial for non-hodgkins 

lymphoma. And as eyewitness news reporter Denise Hnytka tells us - she says she did it to help others... 

Not just herself. Since she was diagnosed in November... Doris Enright says she's been in and out of 

hospitals. “I said I was trying every bed in the hospital.” On this day... Its this black chair... Where she'll 

spend eight hours getting chemo... For non-hodgkins lymphoma. Only her treatment... Includes something 

no other patient in the nation is getting. “I said well I have never been first at anything in my life.”  Enright 

is the first patient to sign up for a new clinical trial for her disease.  It takes a drug already used for other 

cancers... And adds it to the typical chemo treatment. “participating in a clinical trial is the fastest and the 

best way to get new drugs.”  And for dr. Dennis Moore junior- its an accomplishment to even be able to 

offer the trial. “we are the only clinical oncology group in the country together with other major places to 

work with this and we have the first folks on this treatment program.“ Enright had reservations about trying 

it. “its the unknown, not something they have used before. But they assured me it will be okay”  she says 

she's thinking about the people who will one day sit in this chair... After her. “it works for me then, they 

will know it will help other people in this journey too.”  As for her journey... She's confident in her 

recovery... That may be thanks to this clinical trial. “the key is positive, positive thinking.” Denise Hnytka 

KWCH 12 eyewitness news. 

 

2/3/11  7am 

Emergency crews are working a deadly accident involving a train and a car in north Wichita. The accident 

is at 21st and Topeka. We're told Topeka between 17th street and 21st street are closed. We have a crew at 

the scene getting more information. 

 

2/8/11  7am 

We know now that Toyota’s sudden acceleration problems have nothing to do with a car's electronics. The 

mechanical defects already fixed by Toyota were the problem. 

 

2/9/11  7am 

Authorities in Mississippi are investigating a deadly highway crash involving two school buses and a big 

rig. Police say the truck sideswiped one bus...and then struck the second bus head-on. Three adults were 

killed and more than a dozen high school students injured. The buses were bringing students home from a 

tour of the ole miss campus in oxford. 

 

2/10/11  7am 

Chances are you are had to dig out after this week's winter storm. Some areas of kansas saw more than a 

foot of snow.     so where do crews put all that white stuff? In salina workers form a caravan...one machine 

blows the snow while a large truck collects it. they dump the snow on open land near the banks of the 

smoky hill river. 

     the snow will melt and flow into it.  as for wichita.  crews spent the evening loading up piles of snow 

around the intrust bank arena.   they then haul that snow to an open lot. 

 

2/11/11  8am 

The search begins for clues in a deadly gas main explosion in pennsylvania.      officials are trying to figure 

out what caused the 83 year-old underground main to blow. We just heard boom! My whole body shook 

and i got hit right in my back.    antonio arroyo is among those looking for a new place to live.  he survived 

wednesday's explosion. 

     five people were killed, including a baby and an elderly couple.  eight homes were destroyed and dozens 

more damaged by the explosion.  the fire burned for several hours, while utility crews punched through ice 

and concrete to seal the main and shut off the gas.  experts say this is one example of a bigger story 

involving the safety of the nation's aging underground gas lines.      

 

2/13/11  7am 

A crash in south wichita kills one person... And injures six others. It happened around 11-30 this morning, 

at the intersection of harry and george washington boulevard.     wichita police say a car heading east bound 

on harry ran a red light and hit an s-u-v.   a 68 year old man died in the accident.  six others were 

transported to wichita hospitals for non-life threatening injuries. 



 

 

 

2/15/11  7am 

Westar energy offers a program... To help pay for energy efficient upgrades to your home. Its called smart 

savings.    It allows home-owners to pay off the cost of upgrades in monthly payments on their electric 

bills.   Customers would first need to get an energy audit of the home. from there, they can get an idea of 

what changes could be made to save energy and money. In every audit there is a quote so you can hand it to 

a contractor, very specifically what needs to be done to an area.    The loan is interest free.   But 

homeowners have to pay for the audit and a two hundred fifty dollar administrative fee.   The program was 

created through federal stimulus funds. 

 

2/16/11  7am 

The latest this morning on breaking news we told you at 10 o'clock last night.   a man has been upgraded to 

serious condition after being hit by a car Tuesday night.   The accident happened just before ten at 17th and 

hillside in northeast wichita.    wichita police say the driver believed she had the right away...when she 

accidentally hit the man.   he was taken to the hospital with a broken leg.   police also say traffic lights may 

have malfunctioned. 

 

2/17/11  8am 

Two Americans are among the dead after a tour boat sinks at popular tourist spot in Vietnam. Vietnamese 

police say a total of 12 people died early today in "ha-long-bay." the anchored boat had 27 people on board, 

including the crew. Ha long bay is one of the country's top tourist attractions drawing more than 5 million 

visitors a year.  We don't know why the boat sank. 

 

2/22/11  Noon 

Two people are dead after a car crash in Wilson County. It happened yesterday afternoon near the town of 

Fredonia on highway 400. Officials say briar palmer of mound valley, was traveling eastbound when he 

crossed the center line and struck a westbound truck. Officials do not know why it happened. He was 

pronounced dead at the scene and his passenger, Kandy palmer, also of mound valley, was taken to 

Fredonia regional hospital where she was pronounced dead.  Only one of the victims in the other vehicle 

was taken to a hospital with possible injuries. The palmers were wearing their seatbelts. 

 

2/23/11  8am 

the u-s state department will begin ferrying americans out of libya today.. because of the rising violence 

between the government and pro-democracy demonstrators.   In a defiant speech Tuesday, ruler Muammar 

Gaddafi refused to step down and vowed to fight until the last drop of blood.   He also called on his 

supporters to take to the streets today against anti-government protesters. 

 

2/24/11  8am 

A bill aimed at protecting student athletes from head injuries goes to the house. The Kansas senate 

approved the bill Wednesday. It requires students who are suspected of suffering a head injury during a 

school sporting event...be removed from the game immediately. They could return only after being 

evaluated by a doctor and getting written clearance. 

 

2/25/11  7am 

Fire investigators are working to find the cause of a hotel fire in west wichita.  the fire broke out last 

night...in the five thousand block of west kellogg -- near i-235.   firefighters say it started in a room that 

was vacant...and caused minor damage.   four people were treated at the scene for smoke inhalation. 

 

2/28/11  7am 

Chill out.   that's what doctors want parents of young children to do when their child has a fever.   the study 

out today.... Advises against treatment everytime a child has a high temperature.   fevers are generally 

caused by viruses and they'll go away without medicine and without causing any damage.   the study says a 

fever is not an illness, but a mechanism that helps fight an infection.   but it doesn't recommend any 

tempearture cutoffs for when to treat or call the doctor.   the study will be released online today, in the 

journal pediatrics. 

 



 

 

3/1/11  8am 

75 percent of teens who die in car crashes... Weren't wearing a seat belt... Now there's new effort to get 

them to buckle up...it's a program called safe... "Seatbelts are for everyone"... And this week police in a 

number of Kansas cities are using it... . They'll patrol thirty minutes before and after school... To check it 

students are wearing seat belts... The Kansas department of transportation says it wants students to 

understand why... “we've seen time and time again where students are needlessly ejected out of a crash in 

which very little damage occurs to the car and yet they perish as a result of their injuries because they 

weren't securely buckled up within the car.” The program is currently used in 30 counties and more than 

100 schools. It's funded by triple-a, state farm insurance and the Kansas trauma program. 

 

3/3/11  8am 

We continue to follow breaking news out of northeast Wichita this morning.. Where a family makes it out 

of a house fire safe and sound. Emergency crews are still working on hot spots in the 7400 block of east 

winterberry -- that's just west of 29th and rock. Sedgwick county dispatchers tell us that smoke and flames 

were seen coming out of the home. The American Red Cross has been called in to help the family. Expect 

us to get you more information as soon as we can. 

 

 

3/4/11  7am 

All it took was one hard workout...and a wichita man was hospitalized for nearly a week.   justin mcclure 

was vacation in colorado with his family when he noticed his urine had turned black.   he thought he was 

suffering from sore muscles but he was diagnosed with rhabdomyolysis (rab-doh-my-oluh-sis).   it caused 

when your muscles put too much protein in your blood and your kidneys can't handle it.   doctors say the 

condition isn't rare but having it brought on by exercise is. I had no idea, absolutely no idea that you could 

work out and end up in the hospital  for a week and a half>   mcclure wants people to know about the 

disorder and what can happen if you push yourself too far.  doctors say you should always consult a 

physician before started any new strenuous workouts. 

 

3/7/11  7am 

A wichita home is heavily damaged in an overnight fire. It's new this morning... the fire broke out about 

12:45 this morning at central and topeka.  officials say the apartment was fully engulfed in flames when 

they arrived.  the home has fire, smoke, and water damage throughout the whole place, but the majority of 

it is in one unit.  no one was hurt.  officials say the apartment appears to be vacant. 

 

3/8/11  8am 

It will take several weeks for authorities to finish an investigation into the accident that killed an 11 year 

old boy Friday. Wichita police say Jordy Vitela was 1 of 3 passengers in an van driven by his 15 year old 

brother. The van went out of control and flipped, throwing Jordy from the vehicle and killing him.  Police 

say the 15-year-old took his mother's van without a license, or driver's permit. The district attorney's office 

will decide if charges will be filed in the case. 

 

3/10/11  8am 

The state adds to its list of illegal drugs. Continuing coverage of a story we've followed for months. Four 

types of herbal potpourri sold at the grind in Salina are now outlawed. Police arrested the store's owner last 

month -- even though the potpourri wasn't yet illegal. Experts looked at the chemical make-up to find out 

how close it was to a banned drug. On Wednesday, the state board of pharmacy ruled the potpourri is 

similar to k-2... A synthetic and illegal form of marijuana. 

 

3/11/11  7am 

An arkansas city packing plant recalls more than seven tons of ground beef... After lab tests detect e-coli... 

     creekstone farms says the tainted meat was produced february 22nd...  it was shipped to ten states... But 

kansas was not among them.   the u-s-d-a says it has not received any reports of illness. 

 

3/14/11  8am 



 

 

One person is dead after this wreck in stafford county sunday afternoon.    authorities say that the driver of 

the car was driving southbound when he slid off the road and landed in the ditch.   He was thrown from the 

vehicle, and died at the scene.  This was just one of many accidents in stafford county sunday. 

 

3/15/11  8am 

Japan’s nuclear crisis continues to escalate.  Officials say dangerous levels of radiation were detected after 

a third explosion rocked a nuclear plant damaged in last week's quake. People living within 19 miles of the 

facility are being urged to stay indoors. Japan has asked for additional types of equipment to help provide 

water and other resources to make sure the reactors stay cool. 

 

3/16/11  7am 

A man is in fair condition after crashing a mini-bike in north wichita.  the accident happened just after six 

o'clock last night at 16th and estelle.   police say the rider flew over the handle-bars and hit his head.  an 

officer says the bike malfunctioned... Causing it to suddenly stop.   paramedics took the man to wesley 

medical center. 

 

3/17/11  8am 

The United States will begin evacuating Americans out of Japan amid growing concerns over the country's 

nuclear crisis.  The news comes after an American official suggested the situation is worse than reported.... 

And as emergency crews work frantically to prevent a full-blown meltdown. Charlie d'agata has the latest 

from Yoshida, Japan. Military helicopters launched an all out water assault on Japan’s crippled nuclear 

power plant... In a desperate attempt to buy more time. Crews are racing to finish a new power line that 

could restore crucial water pumps... The best option many experts say to cool dangerously hot reactors and 

prevent a nuclear meltdown. "my confidence is eroded somewhat because of the continual, almost daily 

degradation of the infrastructure there." the facility has been plagued by a series of explosions and fires 

since last week's earthquake and tsunami knocked out power. Newly released images show the extent of 

damage to reactor 4. Japan is denying u-s claims that same reactor has no more water in its spent fuel pools, 

meaning there's nothing to keep the fuel rods from melting down. "we believe that radiation levels are 

extremely high which could possibly impact the ability to take corrective measures." the u-s is urging all 

Americans to steer clear of the troubled plant. Late last night, the state department announced it would 

arrange charter flights to help u-s citizens leave Japan. Americans living within 50 miles of the plant are 

also being encouraged to evacuate or stay indoors. That's two and half times as wide as the danger zone 

established by the japanese. President obama discussed the precautions in a phone call with japans’ prime 

minister last night. He also vowed to do everything possible to help Japan recover from its worst crisis 

since world war two. Charlie d'agata, cbs news,  yoshida, Japan 

 

3/21/11  7am 

 new recommendations from the american academy of pediatrics may change the way many parents buckle 

up their kids.  The a-a-p recommends keeping toddlers in rear-facing car seats until the age of two, or until 

they reach the maximum height and weight allowed for their car seat.   that's one year *longer than 

previous guidelines.   the group also advises kids to ride in booster seats until they're about 8 years old.  

children under 13 years old should stay in the back seats.   doctors say the steps will help protect small 

children in car crashes.  the guidelines are in today's issue of "pediatrics."  

 

3/22/2011  8am 

An Arizona judge orders the suspect in deadly shooting rampage in Arizona... To undergo a mental 

evaluation as soon as possible.  24-year-old Jared Loughner will be examined at a specialized facility in 

Springfield, Missouri.  Videotapes of the evaluation will be shared with prosecutors and the defense. 

Loughner is accused of killing six people and wounding 13 others outside a Tucson grocery store. He's also 

accused of trying to assassinate congresswoman Gabrielle Gifford’s. 

 

3/23/2011 8am 

New details this morning... About a deadly crash in Ellsworth county that killed three people. The crash 

was just before two o'clock this morning... Just five miles east of Wilson. The Kansas highway patrol 

reports a driver was going the wrong way on i-70... And crashed head-on into an oncoming vehicle. 

 



 

 

3/24/11  8am 

This was the scene at Kellogg and eye-235 near towne west mall Wednesday afternoon  A driver had 

pulled over after seeing a fire in the back of his truck. He got out... But the truck rolled across the median... 

Across the northbound lanes of eye-235, down the hill, through a fence and into two other vehicles. One of 

them caught fire -- along with grass.  A viewer captured the whole scene on his cell phone. Luckily... No 

one was hurt. You can watch the video in its entirety. Just go to K-W-C-H DOT-COM and click on top 

stories. 

 

3/25/11  7am 

His face was blue and he was not breathing.  but thanks to quick thinking by emergency workers...he's out 

of the hospital.   the man was trapped inside this vehicle wednesday following a crash at 11th and wabash 

in wichita. 

     he appeared to be dead.   but when ambulance crews arrived, they immediately noticed his airway was 

cut off because of how he was hanging in the vehicle.  they got him out quickly...straightened his neck...and 

he started to breathe. If you could've seen it it was one fluid process.  Once we were able to secure him on 

the spine board secure it onto the cot and on the truck we went.  It was just that smoothly.   crews also 

credit two off-duty emergency workers who happened to be in the area.   they were able to call 9-1-1...and 

get help there even faster. 

 

3/28/11  6am 

a wichita man gets sick after smoking potpourri over the weekend.  he was treated and released from a local 

hospital.   officers say the potpourri package cleary stated that it was not fit for human consumption.   

police say they received a number of cases like this in recent months. 

 

3/30/11  7am 

Alabama health officials are investigating a deadly outbreak at a half-dozen hospitals. Officials say 19 

patients got a lethal bacterial infection from a contaminated i-v bag.  nine of those patients died.  Workers 

at a birmingham hospital noticed a certain bacteria was infecting an unusual amount of patients.  So it 

called for an investigation.   The bag is now discontinued, and all hospitals have been ordered to stop using 

it.   State officials say patients are no longer at risk.   

 

3/31/11  8am 

There is new information about the bus crash in the Bronx earlier this month that killed 15 people.  The N-

T-S-B says the investigation does not support the driver's claims the bus was clipped by a tractor trailer.  

And, there are indications the bus was speeding during the trip from a Connecticut casino to New York 

City.  Investigators say the bus was traveling at 78-miles-per-hour in a 50-mile per hour zone. The bus 

driver had a previous criminal record which includes manslaughter and driving with a suspended license.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

POLITICS 
 

1/3/11  7am 

President Obama heads back to the white house today...after his holiday vacation in Hawaii. He spent part 

of Sunday signing a bill that will help cover medical expenses for 9/11 survivors and first responders who 

got sick after working at Ground Zero. The 4-billion-dollar plan was approved just before lawmakers 

headed home for their holiday break. 

 

1/4/11  8am 

California representative Nancy Pelosi marks the end of an era today.  Today is Pelosi's last day as speaker 

of the house.  When the new session of congress convenes tomorrow, republicans will be the majority party 

in the house, and John Boehner (bay-ner) will be speaker.  Pelosi made history in 2007 -- when she became 

the first female speaker, after democrats seized control of congress.  

 

1/5/11  7am 

It's back to work for members of congress today. Republicans are taking over control of the house...and 

already plan to flex some muscle. Sandra Endo has more from Washington. Day one for freshman 

lawmakers and with republicans taking control of the house, new lawmakers say they're are planning on 

keeping their promise to the people who sent them to Washington. I and a lot of my fellow freshman ran on 

repealing Obamacare.  The folks in my district told me month after month they wanted this thing repealed. 

The partisan battle over healthcare reform is once again taking shape. New house majority leader John 

Boehner publicly gets sworn in today and the ceremony will be streamed live on Facebook. President 

Obama tried to set the tone with republicans as he headed back from his Hawaiian holiday vacation in time 

for the new session to start. You know, they are going to play to their base for a certain period of time, but 

I’m pretty confident that they are going to recognize that our job is to govern and make sure that we are 

delivering jobs for the American people.  House democrats, led by now minority leader Nancy Pelosi vow 

to fight the republican push to repeal the healthcare law. To say we are going to repeal it is just as has been 

said by my colleagues, is to do very serious violence to the national debt and deficit. On the senate side, 

democrats maintain a narrow 53 seat majority and on the agenda today, a rules change proposal to curb the 

use of filibusters. Sandra Endo   

 

1/6/11  8am 

 House republicans aren't wasting any time getting to work. Yesterday - on their first day in power - they 

pushed through a series of rules overhauling the way legislation is introduced and paid for. Today, 

members will tackle the budget with a vote to cut funding of lawmakers' offices, leadership staff, and 

committee budgets by 5 percent. The move could save an estimated 35 million dollars. 

 

1/7/11  7am 

It was a driver angry about highway signs in Maryland. Investigators say that's who sent a pair of 

dangerous packages to the governor's office and another state building yesterday. Authorities say the 

packages didn't contain explosives...but did contain some material that sparked a small flame when they 

were opened. One mail room worker at each building was slightly burned. Officials say mail room 

employees have been told what to look for and to be more vigilant today. No arrests have been made. 

 

1/10/11  8am 

The inaugural ceremony for governor-elect Sam Brownback will go as planned today. Beginning at 11 a-m 

we'll have a live stream of the governor's inauguration on KWCH dot com. During the legislative session 

you can get the latest on the lawmakers. It's under the "change of leadership" section at kwch dot com. 

Mark will be up next with another look at your weather. 

 

1/12/11  8am 



 

 

You can find out what's happening at the statehouse...from the comfort of your home.   the state launched 

the legislature website tuesday.   it's redesigned from previous years.  computer officials tell us the new 

format is more user friendly.  you'll find a link at kwch dot com...look under news and legislature. 

 

1/13/11  8am 

A funeral will be held this after7am for the youngest victim of the Tucson shooting rampage. 9-year-old 

Christina green was born the day of the 9-11 terror attacks.  Officials say the ground zero flag will be on 

display today. "she showed an appreciation for life, uncommon for a girl her age." last night in Arizona, 

president Obama led a public memorial service in memory of green and the other victims. The president 

called on Americans to honor all those killed or injured in the shootings. The president visited 

congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords in the hospital Wednesday. He says after his visit she opened her eyes 

for the first time since being shot. "she knows that we are rooting for her through what is undoubtedly 

going to be a difficult journey." six victims are still in the hospital. Congresswoman Giffords is the only 

one listed in critical condition. 

 

1/14/11  7am 

Governor Sam Brownback releases his state budget... And some cuts are pretty steep.   his budget calls for 

a six percent reduction in overall spending and no matter what you do...The state's money troubles will 

likely affect you one way or the other.    governor Brownback’s budget for next fiscal year is 13-point-9 

billion dollars --   here's a look at what stands out in his plan --   2-thousand vacant positions will not be 

filled -   eight agencies will either be cut...or absorbed by other state groups --     among them...the Kansas 

parole board.    also... State arts money will be phased out... To save more than half a million dollars – 

 

1/18/11  7am 

The house will be back in session today after business was delayed a week because of the deadly shooting 

in Arizona. One of the first orders of business...is the republican effort to repeal the controversial health 

care law. Debate on the issue begins today, with a vote expected tomorrow. If the healthcare repeal passes 

the house...it's not likely to get through the senate, where democrats still hold a majority. 

 

1/20/11  7am 

"Ask not what your country can do for you -- ask what you can do for your country." For many...that 

challenge from john f. Kennedy still echoes today. It was 50 years ago that the nation's 35th president took 

the oath of office. Today...Kennedy’s family joined lawmakers and guests in the capitol rotunda to honor 

his memory and celebrate his legacy.  The legacy of the Kennedy family is fading in Washington. For the 

first time in 63 years...there's not one elected official in the family. "it makes me sad - my family grew up 

believing that politics was an honorable profession.  I hope that among all those cousins there today, 

somebody will run one day." Leaders from both parties spoke today about their desire to see past their 

differences for the good of the country- Going back to that speech Kennedy made 50 years ago. 

 

1/24/11  8am 

also new at six... Kansas governor Sam Brownback signs an executive order today... restructuring the 

Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns...  the commission had been under the department of 

commerce...  under the order it will now fall under the office of the governor...  the commission works to 

ensure Kansans with disabilities have equal access to employment and living arrangements...  the governor 

says the move should give the commission a direct line to his office... the legislature has 60 days to reject 

the order... if lawmakers don't act, the order become law July first. 

 

1/28/11  8am 

U-s supreme court justice Sonia Sotomayor was at k-state Thursday...as part of the Landon lecture series - 

but she didn't deliver a lecture -  instead she answered questions....and gave students some advice about 

their careers. Sotomayor says...her job as a Supreme Court justice is to use everything she knows...to 

interpret how the law applies in each situation.  sotomayor's been a justice since 2009. 

 

2/7/11  8am 

Two former u-s politicians will speak in Salina Friday.  our news partners at the Salina journal report... 

Republican former u.s. house speaker newt gingrich and democratic former u.s. sen. Bill Bradley... Will 



 

 

speak at the Salina area chamber of commerce's 2011 annual meeting.   gingrich and bradley will 

speak..then take questions from the audience.   the two will exchange views on everything from politics to 

health care to global trade. 

 

2/9/11  7am 

President Obama is kicking the habit. First lady Michelle Obama said Tuesday the president has quit 

smoking after lighting up for a decade.      Mrs. Obama says her husband hasn't had a cigarette in almost a 

year. White house spokesman Robert Gibbs says the president was able to quit with the help of the first 

lady and aides who also stopped smoking. The first lady also credits their daughters.  She says if they ever 

ask the president whether he smokes, he wants to be able to say no. Many Americans say they support 

Obama’s change. "even though I’m a republican, go Obama!" "I think it's great." "It’s being an example 

and that's what the president should be even in the smallest things." about 46 million Americans smoke and 

brain research has shown nicotine is addictive.  Three out of four smokers who try to quit... Relapse within 

six months. 

 

2/10/11  8am 

Just in the last hour... Kansas governor Sam Brownback unveils what he calls his economic plan for 

Kansas.. Among other things the governor says he wants to establish a council economic advisors.  he 

wants a tax plan that he says will treat all businesses equally. The governor proposes what he calls funding 

changes for colleges and universities. A plan to develop rural Kansas..And getting the best results from 

roads and highways across the state.    the plan has to be approved by the legislature. You can see the 

complete plan by heading to kwch.com and clicking on top stories.. 

 

2/11/11  8am 

Reducing taxes and better coordination.   Governor Sam Brownback says those are the keys to improving 

our economy. He unveiled his economic plan for the state Thursday.   The plan reorganizes economic 

development agencies and creates a council of economic advisors.   It also changes tax policies.  

Brownback's administration says it should help Kansas grow more businesses. "We’re looking to create an 

environment and a long term fix, you know, so often, the legislature the administration come in and we 

want the quick fix."  Brownback also calls for more rural growth.  He proposes individual income tax 

rebates for people to relocate to counties that have seen double-digit population drops. 

 

2/15/11  8am 

The latest from the state legislature. A bill cutting state spending advances in the Kansas senate. That clears 

the way for final action in the senate today. The bill would leave the state with three point six million 

dollars in reserves...to carry into the next fiscal year.      that money would be applied to the expected 

shortfall for 2012. Unlike the proposal passed by the house...the senate added 26 million dollars for special 

education funding to avoid losing federal aid in the future.  if the bill passes, negotiations would begin with 

the house on a compromise. 

 

2/16/11  7am 

Opponents of changes to the Kansas liquor laws will testify in Topeka today.   They’re speaking out against 

a bill that allows grocery and convenience store owners to sell full-strength beer...along with wine, and 

liquor.  currently Kansas allows the stores to sell beer that is no more than "three-point-two percent" 

alcohol.   Only *liquor* stores can sell stronger beer, wine or liquor...  backers of the bill say it will 

increase competition and generate new jobs and revenue.  but critics say the change would only benefit big 

grocery and convenience store chains...and put family owned liquor stores out of business. 

 

2/17/11  8am 

New this morning... Anti-government protests continue to spread throughout the middle east. A human 

rights group tells CBS news at least two people are dead in Bahrain...after riot police stormed a group of 

protestors. The group says police used tear gas and rubber bullets to drive the crowd away from a main 

square. The government in Bahrain has not confirmed the deaths. And demonstrations may have turned 

deadly in Libya as well. A website operated by those opposing longtime dictator moammar gadhafi says 

four protestors were killed by military snipers. The Libyan government maintains tight control over the 

country's media...and has not confirmed the deaths. 



 

 

 

2/22/11  8am 

4 Americans aboard a pirated yacht off the coast of Somalia have been killed.   A navy warship was 

following the quest when they heard gun shots aboard the yacht and took action.   All 4 Americans were 

dead, killed apparently by their captors.   There were more than a dozen pirates, some of them are dead and 

others captured. 

 

2/23/11  8am 

welcome back.   It was almost an all nighter for state assembly in Wisconsin.   Democrats launched a 

filibuster that continued well into the night. they're hoping the extended debate will prevent a vote on a 

controversial budget bill. 

 the republican sponsored bill would strip most public workers of their collective bargaining rights and 

force them to pay more for health and retirement benefits.  Wisconsin’s governor says if the bill isn't passed 

15-hundred state workers will be laid off by July...with more layoffs coming in the next two years. 

 

2/24/11  8am 

Hawaii makes history. It's now the seventh state to recognize civil unions. The state's governor signed the 

bill into law Wednesday afternoon in front of about 100 people. A civil union gives same-sex partners the 

same rights and responsibilities as married couples. The governor says civil unions give equal rights to all. 

“here in Hawaii, we do not let our diversity divide us.  It indeed defines us and this bill defines us.” 

Deborah Cohn/ Maui resident- what this means is I can finally have my friends, my family be able to give 

us a big cheer of being together. Eileen McKee/ maui resident - that feels great too, and that he recognizes 

our relationship. The civil union law in Hawaii takes effect January 1st of next year. 

 

2/25/11  7am 

The state of Washington will also play a role in building the tanker.  Workers there are rejoicing as well. 

The governor of Washington says 11-thousand aerospace workers will help assemble the new tanker. 

 

2/28/11  7am 

Protesters at the wisconsin capitol are allowed to stay. Police didn't force hundreds of pro-union 

demonstrators to leave the capitol after earlier asking them to leave sunday.   the wisconsin capitol police 

chief says the protesters will be allowed to stay as long as they continue to obey the law. the pro-union 

demonstrators are upset over a new bill in the state that takes away collective bargaining rights. 

 

3/1/11  8am 

And in Phoenix, Arizona yesterday Dozens of angry protesters gathered to protest cuts in state funding for 

transplants.  Since Governor Jan Brewer cut funding, two people have died and close to 100 others have 

been denied coverage.  Demonstrators hope to persuade lawmakers to reinstate funding for transplants.  

The state cut funding for transplants because of a budget shortfall. 

 

3/2/11  7am 

the primary elections were Tuesday and many races have already been counted.   this year... Four Wichita 

city council seats are up for grabs.  three of them had a primary...and some are still pretty tight... 

Let's begin with the seat sue schlapp now holds - she's not running for re-election. It's district 2...it covers 

most of east Wichita.  Two people advance to the general election in April.  They are..charlie stevens ...a 

real estate investor... With 30-percent of the vote.  and pete meitzner...a business man and contractor... 

With 28-percent of the vote.  the man who placed third...steve harris is only 10 votes behind...but he says 

he will not challenge the results. 

 

3/3/11  8am 

The navy is preparing to release findings today of its investigation into the racy videos taken aboard the u-

s-s enterprise. The videos were made from October 2005 to December 2007 include anti-gay 

slurs…Shower scenes and bad language. They were shown to thousands of sailors on the u-s-s enterprise. 

Captain Owen honors starred in the videos when he was the ship's executive officer.  He was removed from 

his command when navy leaders learned about the videos from media reports. 

 



 

 

 

3/4/11  7am 

This refinery is more important than any other place in libya.    that's what one rebel commander says after 

libyan warplanes bombed the area around one of it's key oil refineries.  the un has imposed economic 

sanctions on libya while qaddafi continues to attack his own people.   his son defends the bombings .. 

Saying they're intended to scare people not kill them .  rebel leaders say it is too late for diplomacy…and  

promise to keep fighting until qaddafi's 40-year regime is brought down. 

 

3/8/2011 8am 

Other news from the Kansas legislature... The house pension and benefits committee hears from supporters 

of a plan... Moving teachers and government workers to a 401-k style pension... The bill would affect 

teachers and government workers hired after july first, 2013. They say it's a big step toward addressing 

long-term funding problems for state pension... Public employee groups oppose the measure... Saying it 

won't address the system's problems.      

 

3/9/11  8am 

Kansas lawmakers push forward a bill which puts new regulations on sexually oriented businesses. The bill 

bans full nudity, changes hours of operation and forbids dancers from touching customers.  It also regulates 

where a new sexually oriented business can locate.  new businesses would have to be more than one-

thousand feet from churches, schools or daycares. 

 

3/10/11  8am 

Former Kansas attorney general Steve Six may have a job for life soon. President Obama has nominated 

him for a seat the tenth circuit u-s court of appeals. The tenth circuit is made up of six states -- including 

Kansas. Six was a state district judge before becoming a-g in 2-thousand-8. He was defeated for election 

last November by Derek Schmidt. The u-s senate must confirm six's nomination. Now here's mark with a 

final look at your morning forecast. 

 

3/11/11  7am 

Covering the kansas legislature.    supporters of the kansas human rights commission gather at the state 

capital to speak out. They're upset about the plan to close the civil rights organization.   governor 

brownback proposed eliminating the commission and making it a part of the attorney general's office.   civil 

rights activists say the governor's policies will hold the state back. but when our rights are being trampled, 

and when they are being threatened by our leadership, i think we are at a point where we can not sit idle 

and not do any thing."      we contacted governor brownback's office and they gave us this response.  

"transferring the kansas human rights commission to the kansas attorney general's office will give the 

commissioner more enforcement power than ever before." 

 

3/14/11  7am 

State department spokesman p.j. crowley steps down. He resigned sunday after calling the military 

treatment of army private bradley manning ridiculous and stupid.      manning is accused of leaking 

classified information to whistleblowing website wikileaks.    the 23 year old is being held in solitary 

confinement for all but an hour every day.   crowley's remarks put him in direct confrontation with the 

pentagon... Which  prompted a response from president obama. “with respect to private manning, i have 

actually asked the pentagon whether or not the procedures that have been taken in terms of his confinement 

are appropriate and are meeting our basic standards.  They assured me that they are."   secretary of state 

hillary clinton said crowley has served our nation with distinction for more than three decades. 

 

3/15/11  8am 

We're just a few weeks from local elections... And our exclusive factfinder 12 scientific survey shows 

Wichita mayor Carl brewer easily winning another term... Of 589 likely voters surveyed... 72 percent 

picked incumbent carl brewer..  22 percent chose challenger Darrell leffew... Only six percent were 

undecided... Go to the campaign 2011 section of k-w-c-h dot com to meet the candidates and find your 

polling place. The general election is April 5th. 

 

 



 

 

3/16/11  7am 

A bill to cut 35-million dollars from this year's budget gains ground in topeka. The house has given initial 

approval for the measure.   a vote today would send it to the senate.   republicans want to give the state a 

financial cushion when the new fiscal year begins july first.   governor brownback announced his own plan 

last week.   it includes 56-million dollars in cuts. 

 

3/17/11  8am 

We've all tried to get out of tickets before -- but what if your elected representative did it? Records show 

officers pulled over state senator oletha faust-goudeau three times in three years. Twice, she talked her way 

out of it. And as eyewitness news reporter Rebecca Gannon shows us... Both times were caught on camera. 

“you realize this is the second time I’ve pulled you over, you remember that?  It's always something.  For 

speeding.” This video -- taken last month -- shows senator oletha faust-goudeau in her white Plymouth p-t 

cruiser... Talking with Wichita police officers. And here she is in october of two-thousand-nine... Using the 

police chief's name, and a trinket, as if to see if it would get her out of trouble. “I’ve had this for, like, four 

years and Norman Williams said if I ever have to use it, use it.  So you can tell Norman that i finally had to 

use the little he gave me.” On Wednesday, police chief Norman Williams addressed the trinket -- saying it 

was a commemorative coin like this one, not a way to get out of trouble. Chief williams also addressed the 

ticketing issue. “it is the policy to treat residents equal, regardless of who they are.” We just showed you 

two incidents -- recorded with Wichita police department cameras.  There are about 10 of those mounted on 

cars -- and 6 that officers can wear on their bodies.  And officers say they are intended for cases just like 

this one. “it is the best evidence. If you have it on camera, there's not not much to testify to, it's right there 

in front of you -- what happened” officer Jeff Kampling -- who recorded faust-goudeau's february incident -

- demonstrated the camera he used. It mounts near his eyes and captures video -- which can be viewed on a 

monitor at his belt. It catches everything he sees -- and hears. “it's equipped with two microphones, it picks 

up our conversation right now” the department is considering buying more body cameras -- but doesn't 

know if it has enough money in the budget to do so. “enjoy the rest of the day” in Wichita, rg, kwch 12 

ewn. 

 

3/18/11  7am 

The obama administration is preparing to help enforce the no-fly zone in libya. The resolution was 

approved by the u-n security council yesterday.   officials say an attempt to ground muammar qaddafi's air 

force could begin by sunday or monday.   qaddafi is vowing to crush opposition forces with an assault on 

the rebel stronghold of benghazi.   europe's air traffic agency is now saying libya has closed its air space to 

all flights. 

 

3/21/11  7am 

We are just weeks away from the general election. Wichitans will vote for a new mayor, new city council 

and school board members april 5th.  Tonight you'll get the chance to hear from mayoral candidates and 

city council candidates in a forum.   It will be at 5-30 at the mary jane teall theater at century two.  there 

will be a meet and greet at 4-30. 

     go to kwch-dot-com to see the full list of candidates running for election. 

 

3/22/11  8am 

The u-s military says an air force jet crashed in Libya after an equipment malfunction. Both crew members 

ejected from the jet and are safe. Officials say both have minor injuries. 

 

3/23/11  8am 

"Operation odyssey dawn" is the name the u-s military has given to its latest operation with libya.  And 

shortly afterwards, late night t-v hosts and comedians started cranking out wisecracks about the title. Jeanne 

moos sheds a little light on this "dawn."  it dawned on the military to name it... "operation odyssey dawn." 

"operation odyssey dawn's mission......." "what's being called operation odyssey dawn…" and thus began 

an odyssey of insults.... "odyssey dawn? That's not a military operation, that's a carnival cruise ship." well a 

cruise ship isn't so bad. "odyssey dawn? You really need to name a combat operation after a yes album." 

no, there's not a yes album called odyssey dawn. We checked with yes band member Chris squire. "no it 

doesn't exist." "odyssey dawn. I believe it's first military operation named for a stripper." now you've 

probably never meet a stripper named desert storm... Humanitarian missions tend to have inspiring names 



 

 

like operation restore hope or provide comfort. So what's with odyssey dawn? "it was absolutely random." 

u.s. Africa command says they were given 3 sets of words beginning with certain letters to choose from. 

"no, not at all. You know, there was maybe 50 words that they looked over. And so they choose just at 

random the word 'odyssey.' and then someone threw out the idea of, you know, maybe 'dawn' being the 

second word." "some humorists can't stop at just one odyssey dawn joke." Andy borowitz put out tweet 

after tweet.  For instance 'pentagon says they went with operation odyssey dawn because their first choice 

'Spiderman turn off the dark' was taken. Andy even started taking nominations for better names. Folks 

suggested titles like 'operation enduring instability.' "but our favorite suggestion from Andy is operation 

liquid dawn. You know Churchill once objected to the name soapsuds for an American bombing raid. He 

thought it was inappropriate for an operation in which men might lose their lives. The name was changed to 

tidal wave." as for those in the media asking viewers for titles better than odyssey dawn... "come on how 

hard can it be…" Andy borowitz is suggesting operation 'dawn go away i'm no good for you.' though 'the 

four seasons' might be over moammar gadhafi's head. Jeanne moss, cnn, New York. 

 

3/24/11  8am 

President Obama gets locked out of the white house last night. The president and the first family arrived 

back home after a five day visit to South America. He was trying to go into the oval office when he 

discovered the doors were locked.  You wouldn't think the president could be locked out of his own home.  

But it wasn't for long. He just walked down the patio a little bit and found himself an open door. 

 

3/25/11  7am 

Security! Knock it off! Security! GET IN THE HALL! GET OUT!  a new hampshire lawmaker screams at 

protestors at budget committee meeting thursday.  The committee was discussing an amendment that 

proposes limited collective bargaining rights.  The meeting was repeatedly interrupted, as government 

employees yelled at committee members, some of whom threatened to toss everyone out.   One lawmaker 

tried to ease tensions in the room.  We all made a commitment not to do this.  Please, let's respect the 

process. There will come a time when we have other opportunities."  Supporters of the amendment told 

protesters it would prevent layoffs, but union members say they'll fight it to the end.   

  

3/28/11  8am 

President obama will address the nation tonight about the ongoing crisis in libya.   he's expected to discuss 

a reduced u-s military role in the operation and the transition to nato command.   sunday, nato's top decision 

making body voted to take control of all aerial missions in the country.   the president's address will be 

broadcast live at 6-30 right here on kwch. 

 

3/30/11  7am 

Governor sam brownback is expected to sign two controversial pieces of legislation. kansas lawmakers 

approved the bill that requires voters to show i-d before casting a ballot.   that starts next year.   approved i-

d includes a driver's license, a state i-d card or passport.   a free state i-d card will be available to anyone as 

long they sign an affidavit stating they plan to vote and don't have any other form of i-d.  in 2-thousand-13-

- you'll have to prove your citizenship before registering to vote.  a birth certificate or passport would be 

accepted.  opponents of the changes say it will reduce turnout among minorities, college students and the 

poor.  the second bill limits when a woman can get an abortion.  the measure bans abortions after 21 weeks. 

 

 


