
Q3 2017 KNCE Community Issues Reporting
Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded to by KNCE 93.5 Taos, New Mexico, along with the most 
significant programming treatment of those issues for Q3 2017 – the period 7/1/2017 to 9/30/2017. This list is by no 
means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

In addition to programming such as the below, KNCE provides local weather reports at the top of every hour, reads 
local, regional, and national news headlines during drive time, and is a participating station in the Emergency Alert 
System. 

This list is by no means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear is generally chronological, and does not reflect any priority 
or other significance.

Description of Issue Program/Segment Air Slot Description of Program/Segment
Interviews with local 
business people, artists, 
community members, 
and more

Wake Up, Taos! Every day 7 – 
9am

Howie Roemer hosts a music-and-talk program, most 
mornings featuring two interviews of immediate local interest.

-Mental health
-Substance abuse
-Youth arts and 
education
-Integrative medicine

Taos Alive Talks July 19, July 
26, August 9, 
August 23

Interview with Victoria Flores from RMYC about the 
Regeneration Festival, a community awareness event around 
mental health; 
Interview with Amber Vasquez about art and youth 
programming in Taos County. Amber is an advocate and 
community champion for youth arts and dance education;
Interview with Ira Vandever and Ruben Hernandez of Holy 
Cross Hospital about Integrative Medicine, Critical access, and 
the evolution of Medicine within our community;
Interview with Leia Luz, Taos Alive Media Specialist, about a 
youth project in collaboration with Pecha Kucha. The youth 
conducted interviews on their experiences with
alcohol and underage drinking.

-Youth engagement
-Workforce 

Free Form Friday July 21 Rocky Mountain Youth Corps is hiring young adults age 18-25 
for the fall conservation crews, DJ Cory Smith interviewed 



development current rocky mountain youth corps members to speak about 
their experiences so far and hope to
encourage new people to apply for our upcoming crews.

-Arts & Literature Record Ceremony August 6 Interview with duane daraad, poet; 3 poems read on self 
realization and examination

-Homeless youth
-Youth empowerment
-Experiential education
-Conservation
-Public lands
-Farming
-Etrepreneurism
-Music

Free Form Fridays August 25 Interviewed Irene Loy, from Dreamtree, an organization that 
works with Homeless youth in our community. Dreamtree has 
partnered with two other youth organizations, Rivers and 
Birds, and Red Willow Farm, and are having a fundraiser for 
the three organizations together, a day of music at Taos Mesa 
Brewery tomorrow. Dreamtree assists youth with life
skills and tries to keep them safe. Rivers and Birds provides
experiential education and promotes conservation advocacy of 
our public lands and Earth stewardship for the next generation. 
Red Willow Farm is an organization from Taos Pueblo, that 
has partnered with other Native American organizations 
throughout the United States. They
provide farm internships, entrepreneurial incubation programs, 
and other programs aimed at fostering healthy activities and 
ambition for youth. This interview was to raise awareness of 
the organizations, and solicit community support for coming 
out and enjoying a day and night
of music with many bands while supporting these 
organizations.

Local politics and 
business

Monotone Mondays September 5 Interview with Darien Fernandez, political bartender (Town 
Councilman), to discuss Town of Taos issues.

Youth empowerment
-Substance abuse
-Suicide prevention
Community building & 
celebration

Free Form Friday September 1 Interviewed Chrystalyn Concha, one of the organizers of the
Regeneration Festival, a 4 day festival over Labor Day 
weekend, composed of many events throughout each day, 
aimed mostly at youth but welcoming participation from the 
entire Taos community, including the Pueblo. She began this 



event in response to growing up in Taos and witnessing a lot of 
violent events, seeing drug abuse, and friends (young people) 
die by suicide. Now as a young mother and mid-thirties adult, 
she wants to bring hope to the next generation. This is a sort of 
'life affirming' festival that aims to 'heal the past' and celebrate 
the present and a brighter future for the youth of our 
community.

Local cultural 
happenings

Rhythm in a Riff 
interviews the TCA

Every 
Thursday

Steve Tibbs talks with Todd Ritchie to discuss upcoming 
events at the Taos Center for the Arts, a central hub of artistic, 
cultural, and community events for the town of Taos with a 
wide variety of diverse programming.

Aging populations Golden Years Saturday 
mornings

Interviews with local people and advocates regarding the 
changes in job opportunities for seniors. The DJs encourage 
their guests to share their life stories to ensure that our 
community has access to the wisdom of our elders.

Adult education
-Migrant populations
-Bilingualism

The Hero’s Journey Final 
Wednesday of 
the month

The Taos Education and Career Center community radio 
program showcases their amazing students as they journey 
along their educational, professional and life paths. Students of 
all ages and walks of life will share their passions, fears, 
dreams, motivations, and, of course their favorite multicultural 
music. 

Public Service Announcements
As part of our commitment to the Taos community, KNCE is pleased to run free public service announcements on the air. 40-word 
community-focused announcements may be submitted via an online system, and run for seven days before they need to be re-
submitted. 

During Q3 2017, PSA subjects included (but were not limited to):

• A voting rights event with the Secretary of State
• Auditions for Taos Summer Children’s Theatre



• Huajatolla Heritage Festival honoring Native American & Hispano Cultures through art, education and presentation in La Veta 
Colorado

• Mary Feldblum, Executive Director of Health Security for New Mexicans spoke at the Taos United meeting
• Questa Farmers Market
• Teen Suicide Prevention film and discussion
• 24th annual Taos Summer Arts and Crafts fair
• Acclaimed Poet Ken Lauter reading from his New Mexico Notebook at Shuter Library
• The Marijuana Show Auditions Live At Taos Mesa Brewing
• Award-winning documentary Blood Road capture ultra-endurance athlete Rebecca Rusch’s journey to bike the infamous Ho 

Chi Minh Trail
• Workshop to guide teens through creating/submitting art to the Paseo's 2017 Youth Program
• A concert to benefit three youth organizations in Taos: DreamTree Project, Rivers and Birds, and Red Willow Farm
• The Taos Launchpad, a makerspace currently being organized that is focused on providing the community with access to tools 

and education, giving any 'makers' in Taos a safe and fun environment to be creative

Community Comments
KNCE saves all phone, written, and email messages from community members. Some highlighted comments from this quarter 
included:

• I just wanted to say thank you for so openly talking about breastfeeding on one of your shows this morning. I was slightly 
holding back tears listening, being a mama, and being SO proud to be part of this incredibly knowledgeable community. Also, 
I picked up a free tshirt a few weeks ago thanks to TaosArt and their program. That was awesome. Rock on KNCE! Thank you 
so much.


