
Quarterly List of WGBH-TV Programming Providing the Most Significant 
Treatment of Community Issues - WGBH-TV  (April-June 2017)

I. Education/Schools/Youth

PBS Newshour, N 4/27/17, 6pm, 60 min.
 If you add up all the college student loan debt in the United States, it stands at $1.4 trillion. 
That’s more than Americans owe on their credits cards or car loans and just about anything else 
except their homes. But is college worth the cost?

PBS Newshour, N 4/28/17, 6pm, 60 min.
A look at whether having cameras in the classroom can protect children with disabilities, who can 
be targets for bullying and can be subject to abuse by teachers.

Greater Boston, L 05/10/17, 7pm, 30 min. 
Schools in Brockton, MA have begun introducing “breakfast in the classroom” – a new initiative 
to promote students eating breakfast in the morning- officials in the Brockton public school 
system have already reported student improvement in performance over all- so should all schools 
in Massachusetts follow Brockton’s lead? Greater Boston reports.   

II. Housing/Urban Development

Greater Boston, N 4/7/17, 12am, 30 min.
The online real estate company Redfin ranks Malden's Edgeworth neighborhood as the sixth 
hottest in the country. The ranking is based both on interest measured by online views of real 
estate listings and factors crucial to any real estate transaction: location and price. But is it 
possible to find a three-bedroom home for under a half million dollars in Malden?

10 Towns that Changed America, N 6/29/17, 3am, 60 min. 
Visit influential towns across the country from Greenbelt, Maryland and Seaside Florida, to 
Riverside, Illinois and Levittown, New York that had a lasting impact on the way our cities and 
suburbs are designed. 

III.  Public Safety/Crime/Justice

Independent Lens, N 4/03/17, 9pm, 90 min. 
 “Newtown” - Newtown explores the aftermath of the mass shootings in Newtown, Connecticut, 
where 20 first-graders and six of their educators were killed on December 14, 2012. Joining the 
ranks of a growing club to which no one wants to belong, the lives of several characters 
profoundly affected by the fall out of gun violence interconnect and propel the town toward 
introspection and action. 

Independent Lens, N 5/08/17, 10pm, 60 min.
“Prison in twelve landscapes” - More People are imprisoned in the United States in the present 
moment than in any other time or place in history, yet prisons themselves have never felt further 
away or more out of sight. The Prison in Twelve Landscapes is a film about the prison in which 
we never see an actual penitentiary. A meditation on the prison’s disappearance in the era of mass 

https://www.redfin.com/
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incarceration, the film unfolds as a cinematic journey through a series of ordinary places across 
the USA where prisons affect lives  

Frontline, N 5/02/17, 10pm, 60 min.
“Second Chance Kids” - A fight over the fate of juveniles in prison for murder, following a 
landmark Supreme Court ruling. The film examines the impact of the order to re-evaluate 
thousands of juvenile murder cases and follows two of the first convicts to be released. 

IV. Needs of Special Interest Groups

Greater Boston, L 5/1/17, 7pm, 30 min. 
Boston is again making headlines and not for a good reason. Following Monday’s Red Sox game 
against Baltimore, Orioles center fielder Adam Jones told multiple media outlets that a fan yelled 
racial slurs and threw a bag of peanuts at him. The incident prompted an apology from the Red 
Sox, Governor Charlie Baker and Boston Mayor Martin Walsh. But Jones says this wasn’t the 
first time he’s experienced racism at Fenway Park. Is this incident a reflection of race relations in 
Boston? Newly-elected president of the Boston NAACP Tanisha Sullivan, Senior Vice President 
at Brandeis Ira Jackson, and Northeastern University athletic director Peter Roby joined Jim to 
discuss.

POV, N 6/13/17, 10pm, 60 min. 
“Out in the Night”- Examine the uphill battle of a group of African-American lesbians charged 
with attempted murder when they fought back after being threatened. The case reveals the role 
that race, gender identity and sexuality play in the criminal justice system. 

Greater Boston, L 6/7/17, 7pm, 30 min. 
A new report by the Boston Foundation is taking a deeper dive on the city’s 
Latino community, which makes up roughly 20 percent of the population. 
The report found that Latinos are the fastest growing community in the city 
and contribute an estimated $9B to the area economy. The problem is that 
one in three Latinos over age 25 does not have a high school diploma and 
one in four is not considered proficient in English, which means far less 
access to high-paying jobs.

V. Employment/Unemployment/Poverty 

PBS Newshour, N 4/20/17, 6pm, 60 min.
The unemployment rate ticked down .2 percent to land at 4.5 percent in March, the lowest it’s 
been since the Great Recession — and about what economists call “full employment” in this 
country. But the U.S. economy added a mere 98,000 jobs in March — far fewer than the 180,000 
experts had predicted.

Frontline, N 5/09/17, 10pm, 60 min.
“Poverty, Politics, and Profit” - Investigate the billions spent on housing the poor and why so few 
get the help they need. The film examines the politics, profits and problem of an affordable 
housing system in crisis. 

Greater Boston, L 6/12/17, 7pm, 30 min. 
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Brayton Point, the state’s last coal burning plant stopped pumping energy into New England’s 
power as the plant was closed down- leaving employees at a stand still and wondering about their 
futures.
 
VI. Environment/Ecology 

Greater Boston, L 4/18/17, 7pm, 30 min.
Each year hundreds of kids in Massachusetts test positive for lead in their blood. Now, new 
regulations may force more homes to become lead-safe, while at the same time making it more 
affordable to achieve that goal.

Greater Boston, L 5/3/17, 7pm, 30 min.
Could hydrogen-powered cars be the way for our country to break its dependence on fossil fuels, 
create its own local fuel and commit to zero-emission transportation? How do these vehicles 
work, and will they become as common on the road as hybrid and battery-powered electric. 

Nova, N 5/31/17, 9 pm, 60 min. 
“Poisoned Water”- The water contamination crisis in Flint, MI has revealed a disturbing truth 
about the vulnerabilities of our aging drinking water infrastructure. Discover the truth about the 
chemistry, biology and engineering that led to this disaster. 

VII. Medical and Mental Health/Social Services

Alzheimer’s: Every Minute Counts N 6:30pm, 60 min.
Watch as the national public health threat posed by Alzheimer’s disease is revealed. Explore an 
urgent wake-up call about the national threat posed by Alzheimer’s disease. This powerful 
documentary illuminates the impending social and economic crisis for America unless a cure for 
Alzheimer’s is found. 

Frontline, N 5/30/17, 10:30pm, 60 min. 
“Being Mortal” - Frontline teams up with writer and surgeon Atul Gawande to examine how 
doctors care for terminally ill patients. In conjunction with Gawande’s new book, Being Mortal, 
the film explores the relationships between doctors and patients nearing the end of life and shows 
how many doctors- including Gawande himself- struggle to talk honestly and openly with their 
dying patients. 

Greater Boston , L 6/6/17, 7pm, 30 min. 
In April, the Massachusetts Medical Society came out in support of Supervised Injection Sites, 
where addicts can use drugs using clean needles alongside doctors who are ready to administer 
overdose drugs if necessary. Henry Dorkin, president of the Massachusetts Medical Society, and 
Doctor Robert Baratz, an internal medicine specialist at Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital in Milton, 
who opposes the proposal, joined Jim to debate.
 
VIII. Economy/Business

PBS Newshour, N 04/17/17, 6pm, 60 min.
Why are so many Americans still feeling so financially insecure? Economists Jonathan Morduch 
and Rachel Schneider followed 235 low- and moderate-income households for a full year to 
understand why. 

PBS Newshour, N 05/22/17, 6pm, 60 min.



Cuts to Medicaid, social safety net expected in Trump budget: The Trump administration will 
release its first full budget plan Monday, laying out the president’s priorities for spending and 
taxes. Early reporting suggests Mr. Trump's proposal will feature some big changes and 
substantial cuts. Congress has the final say, but what would he put on the chopping block? Lisa 
Desjardins joins Judy Woodruff for a preview.

Greater Boston, L 5/25/17, 7:30pm, 30 min. 
The Trump administration revealed their first budget proposal – $4.1 Trillion plan with a boost to 
military and national security spending but includes extensive cuts in many social programs. 
Boston Globe Columnist and Ideas Editor Dante Ramos; president and CEO of the Massachusetts 
Health and Hospital Association, Lynn Nicholas; and former Massachusetts state treasurer and 
longtime Trump supporter Joe Malone joined Jim discuss the effects of this potential budget on 
Massachusetts. 

IX. Family/Morality/Religion

Independent Lens, N 5/29/17, 10pm, 60 min. 
“Farmer/Veteran”- A combat veteran starts a farm to help cultivate a healthier life outside the 
Army. While the sense of duty he once felt as a soldier returns, his crippling PTSD remains as he 
and his wife nervously anticipate the birth of their first child. 

Greater Boston, L 5/8/17, 7:30 pm, 30 min. 
Bristol County Sheriff Thomas Hodgson, an outspoken critic of sanctuary cities who offered to 
have some of his prisoners build the wall, and Representative Antonio Cabral, who filled today’s 
bills, joined Jim for a discussion on where the state immigration debate goes from here.

Greater Boston, L 6/6/17, 7:30 pm, 30 min. 
Harvard University recently rescinded ten acceptances due to inappropriate content posted on 
Social Media by ten individuals- the question is: Does Harvard have the right to do this or did 
they go too far? Nancy Gertner, a former federal judge at the U.S. district court in Boston who 
now teaches at Harvard Law School, and Nestor Ramos, a columnist at The Boston Globe, joined 
Jim Braude to debate.

END REPORT


