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South Carolina News Stories

WRJA/WJWJ/WLJK/WHMC/WNSC/WLTR/WEPR/WSCI

Mondays 6:45 a.m., 8:45 a.m., Tuesdays 1:33 p.m., 
Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. (WNSC-FM, WRJA-FM, WJWJ-FM, 
WHMC-FM, WLJK-FM) 2:30 p.m. (WEPR-FM, WSCI-FM, 
WLTR-FM), Thursdays 5:44 p.m.; Saturdays 8:35 a.m., 

Sundays 5:35 p.m.

Shows listed in reverse play order.

All stories 4:00 (Four Minutes) in length.
SC News 
Local Gardens Growing Food Security Across SC 
Caelan Bailey  
June 28, 2022
Across South Carolina, gardeners and farmers are searching for food security 
solutions from small-scale farms to hospital campus gardens.

SC News 
Beneficial rain on the way, should help combat drought 
Megan Borowski 
June 27, 2022
Periods of heavy rain are expected across the Palmetto State this week. 
Local flooding is possible, and accumulations should help to prevent the 
proliferation of drought conditions.
  
SC News 
Author, preservationist and state rep compete for Democratic nomination for 
US Senate 
Thelisha Eaddy 
June 27, 2022
Tuesday, South Carolina's primaries will end with one of only two statewide 
runoffs determining who will challenge Republican incumbent Senator Tim 
Scott for the opportunity to represent the state in the U.S. Senate. Author 
and preservationist Catherine Fleming Bruce narrowly emerged as the 
Democratic nominee frontrunner during last week’s primary, receiving 34.69 
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percentage of votes while challenger, current South Carolina state 
Representative Krystle Matthews, earned 33.24 percent.

SC News 
Protecting doctors' beliefs or enabling discrimination? S.C.'s new medical 
conscience law 
Victoria Hansen 
June 24, 2022
The new law lets health care providers refuse nonemergency care that 
conflicts with their religious, moral or ethical beliefs. Supporters say it 
protects doctors, nurses and medical students from being forced to violate 
their conscience. However, critics call the law a license to discriminate, 
especially against LGBTQ people.
  
SC News 
Facing Growing Shortage, SC Pushes to Recruit Teachers 
Caelan Bailey 
June 21, 2022
As school winds down for the summer, South Carolina educators are gearing 
up to face the statewide teacher shortage.
 
SC News 
How evolving entertainment is helping pinball culture endure in SC 
Finn Carlin 
June 20, 2022
Pinball was most popular in the 90’s, but you can walk through the doors of 
Bang Back Pinball Lounge in Columbia, SC at just about any time and hear 
the same beeps, buzzes, and bumps of the many machines inside.

SC News 
SC general assembly approves record-setting budget 
Russ McKinney 
June 17, 2022
State lawmakers finalized next year’s record setting state budget this week. 
The spending plan now goes to the Governor.
  
SC News 
SC economic experts offer tips for dealing with inflation 
Tut Underwood 
June 17, 2022
Experts believe inflation may be at its peak, but it will be year's end before 
relief is in sight.

SC News 
Federal school meal waivers are about to expire: The view from South 
Carolina 
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Scott Morgan 
June 16, 2022
The USDA has paid for school breakfast and lunch for all students for more 
than two years. When that stops on July 1, school districts and parents might 
have to contend with food insecurity in ways they weren't expecting amid 
rising inflation and choked supply chains.

SC News 
Early voting, redistricting and endorsements may help decide 
contentious,1st District GOP primary 
Victoria Hansen 
June 13, 2022
It is one of the most closely watched and contentious primaries in the state 
as Republican, freshman Congresswoman Nancy Mace defends her seat 
against a former state representative trying for a second time to win the 1st 
District.

SC News 
York County sues Tepper companies, City of Rock Hill over 'failed vanity 
project' 
Scott Morgan  
June 10, 2022
The county says it wants $21 million back from Tepper's 'failed vanity 
project'
 
Music 
Chamber Music from Spoleto Festival USA 2022: Georg Philipp Telemann, 
George Frideric Handel Johannes Brahms 
June 10, 2022
This program from the 2022 Spoleto Festival USA Chamber Music Series 
includes works by Georg Philipp Telemann, George Frideric Handel, Johannes 
Brahms.  

Music 
Entering its 20th season, Southeastern Piano Festival continues to transfix 
and transform 
Bradley Fuller 
June 9, 2022
Festival Artistic Directors Marina Lomazov and Joseph Rackers speak on the 
growth of the SEPF since its inaugural year and take a look at how it serves 
as both a showcase for top talents and a forge of friendships.
  
SC News 
Spoleto's 'Omar' profound and healing say reviews 
Victoria Hansen 
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June 9, 2022
Spoleto Festival USA premieres 'Omar' after a two year, pandemic-related 
delay. The opera shares the story of a Muslim scholar from Senegal who was 
sold into slavery in Charleston and wrote the only known autobiography by a 
slave in Arabic in America.

Music 
The "most personal instrument" is at the heart of a new musical pilgrimage 
Bradley Fuller 
June 7, 2022
Harpist Parker Ramsay offers insights into his instrument and its central role 
in The Street—a collaboration between composer Nico Muhly and librettist 
Alice Goodman being performed for the first time in the US.

SC News 
Spoleto's new general director brings desire for diversity to its 46th season 
Victoria Hansen 
June 7, 2022
The first new general director for Spoleto Festival USA in nearly 40 years, 
Mena Mark Hanna, is inspired by the world premiere of the opera Omar and 
has plans to bring more people of color on stage and in the audience.

SC News 
Cold front could spark damaging winds across Midlands, Lowcountry Friday 
Justin Ballard 
June 2, 2022
An approaching cold front will usher in the risk for damaging winds Friday 
across the Midlands and Lowcountry.
 
SC News 
Summer swimming safety: Avoiding water and heat related illnesses 
Finn Carlin 
June 2, 2022
It’s summertime in South Carolina. You’re probably thinking of being on the 
beach. But before you start swimming in the sea, there’s something you 
should be wary of: the germs wading in the water.
  
The Arts 
Johns Island community members tell their stories in tandem with Spoleto 
musicians 
Bradley Fuller  
June 2, 2022
Pianist Renate Rohlfing shares about Spoleto Festival USA's Tell Your Story, a 
new oral history project that fosters artistic collaboration between Spoleto 
Orchestra fellows and lifelong residents of the South Carolina Lowcountry.
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SC News 
Panthers/Rock Hill deal officially dead following bankruptcy filing 
Scott Morgan 
June 2, 2022
The real estate entity behind the doomed $800 million project filed for 
Chapter 11 in Delaware Wednesday.

Weather 
Tropical development likely as hurricane season begins 
Megan Borowski 
June 1, 2022
Today, June 1, is the official start to the 2022 Atlantic Hurricane season, and 
forecasters and the National Hurricane Center are monitoring the western 
Caribbean for tropical development.
 
SC News 
Embracing life, death of a formerly-enslaved person positions York Co. site to 
help tell obscure era of US history 
Thelisha Eaddy 
May 31, 2022
When Captain James Williams was murdered in York County on March 7, 
1871, the investigation that followed included federal agents and the US 
Supreme Court. Williams’ life as an enslaved person at Historic Brattonsville 
and later as a civil rights leader during Reconstruction, has been grafted into 
the larger story of slavery, emancipation and pursuit of freedom that’s told 
through the Reconstruction Era National Historic Network.
 
Music 
Rhiannon Giddens and Michael Abels on the music of 'Omar' 
Bradley Fuller 
May 30, 2022
The composers of the much-anticipated opera—which premiered on the 
opening day of the 2022 Spoleto Festival USA—describe how their choices 
about melody, harmony, rhythm, style, and lyrics work together to bring the 
story of Omar ibn Said to audiences in a new way.

The Arts 
Spoleto Festival USA 2022 challenges received narratives 
Bradley Fuller 
May 27, 2022
Spoleto General Director Mena Mark Hanna envisions the 46th season of the 
Charleston performing arts event as one that will broaden conceptions, 
explore spirituality, and express the "wonderment of life".

SC News 
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Was there more than one species of Tyrannosaurus? Charleston professor 
thinks there may have been. 
Tut Underwood 
May 27, 2022
A College of Charleston paleontologist and his colleagues have hypothesized 
that there were three, not one, species of Tyrannosaur ruling the age of 
dinosaurs.

SC News 
An Anderson nurse returns from Eastern Europe - and Mexico - amid the 
Ukraine refugee crisis 
Scott Morgan 
May 25, 2022
Hundreds of war refugees pour into a railway station in Bucharest. The 
'lucky' ones make it to Mexico and, eventually, the US. A 23-year-old 
volunteer tells what she encountered.

SC News 
His mom was killed in a racist attack in Charleston. Now he's helping Buffalo 
Victoria Hansen 
May 22, 2022
Chris Singleton's mother was murdered at the Emanuel AME Church in 
Charleston in 2015. He's since made it his mission to root out racism one 
person at a time.

SC News 
Search for Brittanee Drexel now a pursuit for justice says mother after 
remains are found 
Victoria Hansen 
May 16, 2022
Police have found the remains and charged a suspect in the disappearance 
of New York teenager Brittanee Drexel who vanished while on spring break in 
Myrtle Beach in April 2009.

SC News 
2022 session of the SC General Assembly ends 
Russ McKinney 
May 13, 2022
State lawmakers adjourned without approving next year’s state operating 
budget, but they’ll return for a brief session next month to try and resolve 
House and Senate differences in the spending plan. Teacher salaries, 
employee pay raises, reductions in personal income tax rates, and how much 
or if any of $1 Billion in higher than expected tax revenues should be 
returned to tax filers in the form of rebates must be agreed to prior to the 
new fiscal year which begins July 1.
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SC News 
Fight over firing squad could stretch through summer 
Victoria Hansen 
May 12, 2022
After granting stays for two executions, the South Carolina Supreme Court 
has given a circuit court judge in Richland County 90 days to hear a civil 
lawsuit filed by four death row inmates who claim a new firing squad and the 
century old electric chair violate the state's ban on cruel, corporal and 
unusual punishment.

SC News 
South Carolina's gun death numbers are among the country's worst, 
especially if you're Black 
Scott Morgan  
May 11, 2022
South Carolina ranks high among states in rates of gun violence and total 
gun deaths in 2020. For African-Americans, the rate of gun deaths was twice 
that of white residents.

SC News 
USC library acquires rarest folio of Shakespeare’s plays 
Tut Underwood 
May 6, 2022
A Chicago donor has given USC's Cooper Library a collection of William 
Shakespeare's plays published in 1664.
  
SC News 
Medical marijuana dies in SC House 
Russ McKinney 
May 6, 2022
A seven year effort to pass a medical marijuana bill stopped abruptly in the 
House of Representatives this week where the bill died on a technicality. The 
bill that would allow doctors in the state to prescribe medical cannabis as 
treatment for certain diseases. It appeared to be on its way for passage by 
the House when the House leadership ruled it procedurally dead. Bills that 
create or raise taxes must originate in the House. The so-called 
Compassionate Care Act originated in the Senate where it easily passed, and 
it would provide for new state fees to pay for regulating the growing and 
distribution of medical cannabis. House leaders decided the bill would be a 
separate tax, so they ruled it out of order. The House decision shocked 
leaders of the Senate. Senate bills for years have altered fees and taxes. This 
weeks’ action could cause repercussions for the final days of the session. 
Next year’s budget … proposed income tax reduction, and an election reform 
bill are hanging in the balance. Senate Majority leader Shane Massey said he 
was "flabbergasted" at the House’s action.
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SC News 
The Humane Society of Charlotte is finally moving out of 'Shantytown' 
Scott Morgan 
May 4, 2022
HSC has rented space from the City of Charlotte for $1 a year, and after five 
decades, that dollar is looking real, real bad. Next week, HSC's dogs and cats 
are getting a swanky new pad built with them in mind, for the first time. The 
people are coming too. The roaches and razor wire are not.

SC News 
Data shows healthiest, least healthy counties in South Carolina 
Thelisha Eaddy 
May 3, 2022
New County health rankings data from the University of Wisconsin Population 
Health Institute puts Beaufort County as the healthiest county in South 
Carolina and Dillon County, the least healthy.

SC News 
SC Senate approves new state budget 
Russ McKinney 
April 29, 2022
Major differences with House version The big differences in the House and 
Senate versions of next year’s state budget are setting up a rocky road for 
final passage of the new budget which goes into effect July 1.

SC News 
Island campfire supper with stories and songs celebrates Gullah culture 
Victoria Hansen 
April 27, 2022
St. Helena Island family shares the history of their Gullah culture and the 
contributions of African Americans during a monthly campfire supper on their 
farm.

SC News 
Table Rock is burning, and it's about time 
Scott Morgan  
April 25, 2022
Regional, state, and federal agencies, after months of delays, finally got to 
do a controlled burn at Table Rock State Park, following a busy fire season.

Music 
South Carolina hosts first statewide tour of Violins of Hope 
Bradley Fuller 
April 22, 2022
Over eighty string instruments owned by European Jews before and during 
the Holocaust have been carefully restored by violin makers Amnon and 

https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news/2022-05-04/the-humane-society-of-charlotte-is-finally-moving-out-of-shantytown
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/scott-morgan
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news/2022-05-03/data-shows-healthiest-least-healthy-counties-in-south-carolina
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/thelisha-eaddy
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news/2022-04-29/sc-senate-approves-new-state-budget
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/russ-mckinney
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news/2022-04-26/island-campfire-supper-with-stories-and-songs-celebrates-gullah-culture
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/victoria-hansen
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/sc-news/2022-04-25/table-rock-is-burning-and-its-about-time
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/scott-morgan
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/music
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/show/sonatas-and-soundscapes/2022-04-22/south-carolina-hosts-first-statewide-tour-of-violins-of-hope
https://www.southcarolinapublicradio.org/people/bradley-fuller


Avshi Weinstein. For the next several weeks, South Carolinians will be able to 
see these instruments and hear them played in a range of concerts, 
presentations, and exhibits across the state.

SC News 
What if the Panthers really aren't coming to Rock Hill? A (mostly optimistic) 
conversation with U.S. Rep. Ralph Norman 
Scott Morgan 
April 22, 2022
U.S. Rep. Ralph Norman (R, 5th) was a commercial developer before he got 
into politics. He offers a perspective that 'all is not lost,' even if the Carolina 
Panthers bail on Rock Hill.

SC News 
Early Voting and USC Trustee Bills Advance Ahead of Looming Adjournment 
Russ McKinney 
April 22, 2022
With just nine legislative days remaining in this year’s session of the state 
legislature, lawmakers are focused on enacting a handful of priority bills 
ahead of next month’s adjournment.

SC News 
South Carolina astronaut observes half-century since his historic moonwalk 
Tut Underwood  
April 21, 2022
On April 21, 1972, Charles M. Duke Jr. of Lancaster, South Carolina, became 
the 10th man of 12 in history to set his foot on the surface of the moon.

SC News 
Panthers move to terminate old agreements with Rock Hill; city, county 
'optimistic' 
Scott Morgan 
April 19, 2022
The Carolina Panthers spoke to the world Tuesday for the first time in more 
than a month about the team's planned HQ in Rock Hill.

Music 
College of Charleston International Piano Series ends season with a Grammy-
nominated collaboration 
Bradley Fuller 
April 18, 2022
Operatic baritone Will Liverman and pianist Paul Sánchez—Director of Piano 
Studies at CofC and Artistic Director of the university's International Piano 
Series—are joining together once again for the first Charleston performance 
of works from their acclaimed album Dreams of a New Day: Songs by Black 
Composers.
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SC News 
Doolittle Raid begun in South Carolina sees 80th Anniversary 
Tut Underwood 
April 18, 2022
The Doolittle Raid was America's first strike back at Japan after the sneak 
attack on Pearl Harbor, and it had its beginnings in Columbia, South Carolina.

SC News 
diSConnected: Is Ayn Rand or Mother Teresa better for protecting South 
Carolinians with disabilities? 
Scott Morgan 
April 11, 2022
People with disabilities are done appealing to selflessness in order to save 
them. Save yourself on purpose, though, and you might save a few others by 
accident.

Music 
A gruesome piece of Carolina lore lives on in new quartet 
Bradley Fuller 
April 8, 2022
Inspired by the Charleston-area legend of early 19th-century convicts John 
and Lavinia Fisher, Jeremy Turner's Six-Mile House premieres in Beaufort on 
Sunday, April 10th, with a second performance in Columbia on April 12th.

SC News 
SC House moves to replace University of SC Board of Trustees 
Russ McKinney 
April 8, 2022
The State House of Representatives this week voted overwhelmingly to 
replace and restructure the University of South Carolina’s governing board. 
The 113 to one vote follows a growing lack of confidence by many lawmakers 
in the current Board of Trustees. Those trustees are elected by the 
legislature, but botched presidential searches, million dollar payoffs to fired 
coaches, and public spats with some of the college’s largest donors led to 
the action on the bill.

SC News 
International Film Gains Notice in America with Help from Charleston Scholar 
Tut Underwood  
April 7, 2022
A Serbian-born movie director found the story of a Greek Orthodox saint 
helped doors open in Greece where they had been closed in Hollywood.

SC News 
Charleston based festival tries to change the color of classical music 
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Victoria Hansen 
April 1, 2022
The Colour of Music Festival features Black classical musicians who make up 
fewer than 2% of the nation's orchestras.
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Shows listed in reverse order

Jun 30, 2022
Using trees to fight climate change 
We often hear about carbon sequestration as an effort to combat climate 
change and our next guest says it’s important for our state to participate in 
these rapidly emerging carbon markets, such as paying landowners for 
carbon sequestered by their trees. Mike Switzer interviews Mac Rhodes, 
managing member of Essex Farms in Charleston, SC.

Jun 29, 2022
Lowcountry pastry chef turns ice cream entrepreneur 
When we were down at Daniel Island earlier this year to cover the Credit One 
Charleston Open women’s professional tennis tournament, we were intrigued 
by an ice cream cart we saw that was selling what appeared to be fried 
chicken. Of course, it was actually ice cream but in the shape of pieces of 
fried chicken. Upon further investigation we discovered that the owner of this 
business is a six-time James Beard Foundation Award semifinalist for 
Outstanding Pastry Chef and now she’s an entrepreneur. Mike Switzer 
interviews Cynthia Wong, founder of Life Raft Treats in Charleston, SC.

Jun 28, 2022
Selling your life insurance policy 
Most people know that you can cash in your life insurance policy, if it has any 
cash value that is. But have you ever thought about selling your life 
insurance policy? Did you even know that you could sell your life insurance 
policy. Our next guest says it could make sense to do that instead of cashing 
it in, if you don’t need it anymore. Mike Switzer interviews Ashton Lawrence, 
a certified financial planner with Goldfinch Wealth Management in Greenville, 
SC.
  
Jun 27, 2022
SC business news update from Alan Cooper 
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An update of the news, events and issues that are trending right now across 
South Carolina's business community. Mike Switzer interviews Alan Cooper, 
founder and editor of three online business news websites in South Carolina: 
MidlandsBiz, UpstateBizSC, and LowCountryBizSC.
  
Jun 24, 2022
What keeps junk mail coming 
When the Internet gave rise to spam email and pop-up ads, many experts 
forecast the end of old-fashioned direct mail marketing. However, you’ve 
probably noticed that it still finds its way to your old-fashioned mailbox. Our 
next guest says that the right analytics is what still keeps it alive. Mike 
Switzer interviews Steve Godwin, president of Analytic Marketing Partners in 
Greenville, SC.
 
Jun 23, 2022
Building design demand stays strong 
As the economy has rebounded from the pandemic, commercial architects 
have been staying very busy keeping up with the demand for new projects 
all across the country. And with federal infrastructure money now winding its 
way through various pipelines, that demand is projected to stay strong. Mike 
Switzer interviews Brian Thomas, CEO of DP3 Architects in Greenville, SC.
  
Jun 22, 2022
Upstate aerospace/automotive supplier announces expansion 
Most people are aware by now that our state has built and continues to build 
pretty impressive industries in automotive and aerospace. Our next guest is 
an example of one of the many cogs in those wheels that keeps growing and 
expanding. Mike Switzer interviews Matt Kelley, CEO of Kelley Engineering in 
Piedmont, SC.
  
Jun 21, 2022
What to make of recent market volatility 
The stock market has been experiencing many large swings lately, both ups 
and downs…though mainly downs. In this uncertain environment, what are 
the experts advising? Mike Switzer interviews Peter Nielsen, a chartered 
financial analyst at Independent Solutions Wealth Management in Greer, SC 
and a member of the South Carolina Chapter of the CFA Society.

Jun 20, 2022
Fostering economic growth through hydroponics 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John relates how hydroponics classes at the 
SC Governor’s School for Science and Math may be able to link into the 
SmartState program.
  
Jun 17, 2022
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Building research careers in SC’s Lowcountry 
Through his nonprofit organization dedicated to young adult empowerment, 
our next guest reached an agreement last year with Proctor and Gamble to 
help launch the research careers of aspiring, scientifically-minded students in 
the Lowcountry. Mike Switzer interviews LJ Bush, founder of Changing Our 
Image Now (COIN) in Bluffton, SC.
  
Jun 16, 2022
Workforce software company raises $3.4 million 
Proving that they could grow through the pandemic, our next guest’s 
software company was able to raise over $3 million in venture capital earlier 
this year. Mike Switzer interviews A. J. Richichi, founder and CEO of Sprockets 
in Mt. Pleasant, SC.
  
Jun 15, 2022
SC hot steel considered “coolest thing” 
Earlier this year, the S.C. Manufacturers Alliance held a contest to name the 
“Coolest Thing Made in SC”. The general public was asked to suggest S.C.-
made products for the honor resulting in 175 nominations and our next 
guest’s company receiving the inaugural winner’s trophy. Mike Switzer 
interviews Mike Lee, vice president and general manager of Nucor Steel 
Berkeley in Huger, SC.
  
Jun 13, 2022
EV training money coming to SC tech schools 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John talks about a recent $3 million grant SC 
tech schools received from the National Science Foundation to train our 
state's EV industry workforce.
 
Jun 10, 2022
Addressing the growing nurse shortage in South Carolina 
You’ve probably heard that there is a severe nursing shortage in this country 
which, it appears, will only continue to get worse. And according to our next 
guest, our state is one of the worst in terms of the current and projected 
shortage. Which is why his organization has created a scholarship that they 
hope will help with this crisis. Mike Switzer interviews Bob Elliott, co-founder 
of the South Carolina Nurse Retention Scholarship in Hilton Head Island, SC.

Jun 9, 2022
Fly fishing and the environment 
After being introduced to fly fishing in Wyoming shortly after college, our 
next guest became enamored with the sport and eventually turned his 
enthusiasm into a business, a podcast, and a business alliance that seek to 
help those in that industry become more environmentally friendly. Mike 
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Switzer interviews Rick Crawford, founder of Emerger Strategies in 
Charleston, SC.
  
Jun 8, 2022
Upstate university committed to entrepreneurship 
Ranked recently by U.S. News & World Reports as the #5 Most Innovative 
College in the country, our next guest’s institution stays busy engaging its 
students in social and entrepreneurial ventures around the world. Mike 
Switzer interviews Anthony Herrera, chief innovation officer and executive 
director at the Hill Institute for Innovation and Entrepreneurship at Furman 
University in Greenville, SC.
 
Jun 6, 2022
SCBiznews welcomes new boss 
An update of the news, events and issues that are trending right now across 
South Carolina's business community. Mike Switzer interviews Jason Thomas, 
the new executive editor of SCBizNews, the company that publishes the 
Columbia Regional Business Report, Charleston Regional Business Journal, 
GSA Business and SCBizNews magazine.
  
Jun 3, 2022
“L” is for LeConte, John (1818-1891) 
“L” is for LeConte, John (1818-1891). Scientist, educator.
  
Jun 1, 2022
Myrtle Beach creates economic revitalization org 
The summer travel season is upon us and that means our next guest and her 
newly-formed organization are busy helping their downtown business 
community prepare for what they hope will be their best season since before 
the pandemic. Mike Switzer interviews Amy Barrett, president and CEO of the 
Myrtle Beach Downtown Alliance.
  
May 31, 2022
Inflation and recession worries abound 
The “I” word has become a major topic of conversation these days. We’re 
talking about inflation, of course. Even that uglier word from the past, 
“stagflation”, has resurfaced again. Where is it all leading and when will it 
end? Mike Switzer interviews Frank Hefner, Director, Office of Economic 
Analysis and Professor of Economics at the College of Charleston.

May 30, 2022
SmartState and state business conferences 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John talks about his experience recently at 
the South Carolina Cyber Security Conference and how conferences like this 
can possibly tie into the SmartState system.
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May 26, 2022
Grabbing Charlotte's spillover business 
Chambers of commerce across our state stay busy representing the interests 
of their business members and in the process, helping them grow their 
businesses. Our next guest’s chamber probably stays extra busy operating 
next door to one of the largest cities in the South. Mike Switzer interviews 
Dean Faile, president and CEO of the York County Regional Chamber of 
Commerce in Rock Hill, SC.
  
May 25, 2022
Teen entrepreneur keeps business growing 
Several years ago, we interviewed our next guest when she became the 
youngest ever South Carolina Young Entrepreneur of the Year after 
successfully inventing and marketing a unique hair barrette while in grade 
school. Now that she’s in high school, she has branched out into additional 
products and continues to be noticed by national TV shows. Mike Switzer 
interviews Gabby Goodwin, CEO of Confidence in Columbia, SC.
  
May 24, 2022
New type of retirement plan may bring legal relief for employers 
Since 2018, there have been over 220 class action lawsuits filed against 
employers in connection with their retirement plans, and the top ten 
settlements in those suits for 2021 alone totaled $840 million. But our next 
guest says there is a new type of retirement plan that may limit employers’ 
risk of retirement plan-related litigation. Mike Switzer interviews Chip Hardy, 
a fiduciary consultant with FinTrust Capital Advisors in Columbia, SC.
 
May 23, 2022
SC elementary school working on autonomous vehicles 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John tells us about an elementary school in 
our state whose students are learning about robots and autonomous 
vehicles.
 
May 20, 2022
SCBIO gets new leader 
After working in economic development in Louisiana, our next guest 
accepted the position of directing the economic development efforts for our 
state’s life sciences industry. Mike Switzer interviews James Chappell, CEO of 
SCBIO in Greenville, SC.

May 19, 2022
Upstate entrepreneurs win start-up money from local organization 
After receiving over 80 applications for a start-up business contest with ideas 
ranging from helipad maintenance to spent nuclear fuel recycling, eight 
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winners were selected by our next guest’s organization to receive prize 
packages that, in total, represented more than $100,000. Mike Switzer 
interviews Eric Weissman, executive director of NEXT in Greenville, SC.
  
May 18, 2022
SC newspaper wins national award 
Our state is home to the oldest daily newspaper in the South. Just in case 
you didn’t know. And that newspaper recently received not only 84 awards 
from the South Carolina Press Association but also first-place honors in the 
prestigious National Headliner Awards from the Press Club of Atlantic City. 
Mike Switzer interviews Autumn Phillips, executive editor at the Post and 
Courier in Charleston, SC. Disclaimer: The Post and Courier has a business 
relationship with Voterheads.com, a wholly-owned company of Magnolia 
Media, Inc., the producer of this program.
 
May 17, 2022
“Where can I earn more interest, and will inflation kill it?” 
Inflation and interest rates continue to dominate investor conversations 
these days. In fact, our next guest says that two of the biggest questions he 
is hearing from his clients in this market environment are: “Will inflation 
continue to be elevated?” and “Is there any safe place to earn more yield?” 
Mike Switzer interviews Stephen “Scotty” Scott, a certified financial planner 
with Abacus Planning Group in Columbia, SC.
  
May 16, 2022
SC SmartState forum held recently 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John shares his insights from the recent SC 
SmartState forum.
  
May 13, 2022
Making Miss America 
Every year, we uncover at least one interesting story from the Beaufort 
International Film Festival. One of those this year involves a South Carolina 
film production company that has embarked on creating a three-part 
documentary about the history of the Miss America contest. Mike Switzer 
interviews Daniel Fisher, owner of Fisher Films in Columbia, SC.

May 11, 2022
Building material prices continuing to inflate 
We continue to hear from our friends in the building industry that prices of 
building materials are getting so high that they are materially affecting the 
end price of the house. So, we thought we’d check in with a local kitchen 
cabinetry company to get more details. Mike Switzer interviews Michael 
Sloan, co-founder of John Michael Kitchens in Chester, SC.
May 10, 2022
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Eight Mistakes That Can Upend Your Retirement 
Planning for your retirement can entail many complications, which is why our 
next guest is going to share with us eight mistakes that could derail that 
retirement, hoping that you might avoid these errors. Mike Switzer 
interviews Anthony Colancecco, a certified financial planner with Ballentine 
Capital Advisors in Greenville, SC.  

May 9, 2022
Autonomous vehicle industry in SC growing 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John tells us more autonomous vehicle news 
in SC he has learned about since our last interview.
  
May 6, 2022
Revolutionary war battlefields connected in SC via Liberty Trail 
Tourism is a very big part of our state’s economy which is why tourist 
attractions here continue to be encouraged and developed. Our next guest is 
going to tell us about a new one. Mike Switzer interviews Doug Bostick, 
executive director of the South Carolina Battleground Preservation Trust 
which is developing the Liberty Trail.
  
May 5, 2022
Using AI to prevent colon cancer 
You may not know this, but colorectal cancer is the second leading cause of 
cancer deaths in the US. This is particularly troublesome to the medical 
community because it is a disease that is highly curable if detected early 
through a colonoscopy. Increasing that concern is the fact that, since the 
pandemic, colorectal cancer screening has plummeted by 86%. Our next 
guest is trying to do something about this situation by bringing artificial 
intelligence into the equation. Mike Switzer interviews Margarita Murphy, a 
surgeon and medical director at the Colorectal Endosurgery Institute of the 
Carolinas in Mt. Pleasant, SC.
  
May 3, 2022
Is a recession imminent? 
The China COVID lock-down has now joined with rising inflation and interest 
rates, as well as with the continued uncertainty of the Russia-Ukraine war to 
possibly point to a recession now on the horizon, according to our next 
guest. Mike Switzer interviews Bruce Yandle, Dean Emeritus at the College of 
Business & Behavioral Science and Alumni Professor of Economics Emeritus, 
both at Clemson University. He is also the Distinguished Professor of 
Economics at George Mason University’s Mercatus Center.

May 2, 2022
SC cities’ beautification efforts good for economy 
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South Carolina cities are doing a lot to spur economic activity. Mike Switzer 
interviews Alan Cooper, founder and editor of three online business news 
websites in South Carolina: MidlandsBiz, UpstateBizSC, and 
LowCountryBizSC.
  
Apr 29, 2022
Rural SC receives $63 million economic development funding 
In case you hadn’t heard, 26 economic development projects across our 
state’s rural communities recently received $63 million from the United 
States Department of Agriculture. Mike Switzer interviews Dr. Saundra 
Glover, USDA State Director for South Carolina in Columbia, SC.

Apr 28, 2022
A renewed emphasis on employee retention 
By now, you’ve surely heard of the Great Resignation: millions of people not 
returning to their pre-pandemic jobs, instead seeking what they hope will be 
better jobs or even striking out on their own. Which is why many companies 
are reinvesting in employee retention strategies. Mike Switzer interviews Dr. 
Troy Hall, author of “Cohesion Culture: Principles to Retain Your Top Talent” 
in North Charleston, SC.
  
Apr 27, 2022
SC “front porches” assist tourism industry 
Over 2.5 million people stop at our state’s nine welcome centers and as our 
tourism industry continues to rebound from the pandemic these “front 
porches” can help. Mike Switzer interviews Devon Harris, SC Welcome Center 
program manager at the South Carolina Department of Parks, Recreation & 
Tourism in Columbia, SC.
  
Apr 26, 2022
Increasing home values spurs downsizing among older adults 
With the recent surge in home values, many homeowners are looking at 
ways to benefit from these increased values. One common strategy, 
particularly for those near or in retirement, is to downsize. And while this can 
certainly be a good idea, our next guest says there are many considerations 
that need to be carefully planned for, to ensure that that strategy is 
successful. Mike Switzer interviews Roy Janse, a certified financial planner 
and managing partner of Goldfinch Wealth Management in Greenville, SC.
  
Apr 25, 2022
DigSouth tech summit coming May 11-13 to Charleston 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John tells us about the 10th annual DigSouth 
tech summit.

Apr 22, 2022
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Startup Weekends coming to Beaufort, Myrtle Beach SC 
If you are a technology entrepreneur or thinking about becoming one, there 
are events coming to our state’s coast that you may want to know about. 
Mike Switzer interviews Jess O’Brien, executive director of the Beaufort 
Digital Corridor in Beaufort, SC, the organization bringing TechStars Startup 
Weekend to their city April 29-May 1. The Myrtle Beach Techstars Startup 
Weekend is May 6-8.
  
Apr 21, 2022
Conserving natural and scenic lands in central SC 
Quality of life is always an essential part of the equation when economic 
developers talk to industry. Our next guest’s organization is one of many 
across our state working to improve that common denominator. Mike Switzer 
interviews Stuart White, executive director of the Congaree Land Trust in 
Columbia, SC.
  
Apr 20, 2022
Internet-of-things company still growing in Upstate SC 
15 years ago, our next guest decided to become a player in the new industry 
of product-to-Internet connectivity, which became known as IOT, the 
“Internet of things”. And as usually happens, the company experienced 
pivoting, capital fundraising, team building, all of which has contributed to 
the company’s growth. Mike Switzer interviews Frank Greer, CEO of Zipit 
Wireless in Greenville, SC.
  
Apr 19, 2022
Investing in a low return environment 
The stock market has been quite volatile over the past several months with 
record inflation, rising interest rates, and the war in Ukraine. Over the last 
decade however, the US market has enjoyed unusually high returns. Some 
analysts claim this means we’re due to experience below average returns for 
the next decade. Are they right and what’s an investor to do if we experience 
another lost decade like the first one of this millennium or the stagflation of 
the 1970s? Mike Switzer interviews Rob DeHollander, a certified financial 
planner in Greenville SC.
  
Apr 18, 2022
Autonomous vehicle research growing in the Upstate 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John tells us about autonomous vehicle 
research and testing in the Greenville area including a recent announcement 
involving Argo AI and how that might be connected to the Clemson 
University International Center for Automotive Research (CU-ICAR) where 
four SmartState endowed chairs are located.

Apr 15, 2022
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SC music industry celebrates National Jazz Appreciation Month 
In case you hadn’t noticed, we are smack dab in the middle of national Jazz 
Appreciation Month. So, let’s check in with our resident jazz industry expert 
to see what’s happening in our state. Mike Switzer interviews Mark Rapp, 
founder and executive director of ColaJazz Foundation in Columbia, SC.

Apr 14, 2022
SC-born compressed natural gas technology wins award 
More and more light-duty truck and van fleets are turning to compressed 
natural gas as a cleaner alternative fuel. But it can be very expensive to start 
up such an operation which is why our next guest’s technology that can 
dramatically lower that capital investment was a finalist at the most recent 
Innovision technology awards program. Mike Switzer interviews Erik Versen 
with Ingevity in North Charleston, SC.
 
Apr 13, 2022
New tech helping with labor shortage 
Our next guest’s company was a finalist at the most recent Innovision 
awards program and they caught our eye with their technology that matches 
veterans with companies looking for employees. This seems especially timely 
with the statewide and nationwide shortage of qualified workers. Mike 
Switzer interviews Robyn Grable, founder and CEO of Veterans ASCEND in 
Mauldin, SC.
  
Apr 12, 2022
Roth conversion planning 
During tax season, tax issues become top of mind, especially if you can 
come up with ways to reduce those taxes. One you may be thinking about is 
converting your regular tax-deferred IRA into a completely tax-free Roth IRA. 
But is it worth paying those taxes now rather than in the future? Mike Switzer 
interviews Garet Strange, a certified financial planner with Hobbs Group 
Advisors in Columbia, SC.
  
Apr 11, 2022
Biomass + university research = economic development 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John tells us about SmartState chair Jochen 
Lauterbach at the University of South Carolina and his research involving 
biomass as an alternative fuel.

Apr 8, 2022
Growing cybersecurity companies in SC 
It should come as no surprise that one of the hottest growth areas in 
technology is cybersecurity. And it’s getting some strong support from tech 
organizations in our state who are working toward making it one of our high-
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growth industries. Mike Switzer interviews Warren Parker, the chair at South 
Coast Cyber Center in Beaufort, SC.
  
Apr 7, 2022
Midlands students win innovation awards 
Since 2005, Michelin has been sponsoring Innovision’s Young Innovator 
Award which recognizes successful South Carolina educational programs that 
encourage young people to engage in science, technology, engineering, 
math, and innovation. Our next guest’s student team in Columbia won the 
most recent award for developing a COVID-19 contact tracer, which also won 
them $65,000 as a national finalist in the Samsung Solve for Tomorrow 
competition. Mike Switzer interviews Kirsten Bullington, Next Energy 
Engineering instructor at the Richland Two Institute of Innovation in 
Columbia, SC.

Apr 6, 2022
Is there an end in sight to the homebuilding boom? 
The homebuilding boom continues across the nation and in our state, with 
existing home inventory levels remaining very low and demand very high. 
When will it end? Hopefully never, says our next guest. Mike Switzer 
interviews Allen Hutto, CEO of the Building Industry Association of Central SC 
in Columbia, SC. Disclaimer: The Building Industry Association of Central SC 
has a business relationship with Voterheads.com, a wholly-owned company 
of Magnolia Media, Inc., the producer of this program.

Apr 5, 2022
High inflation, interest rates, war affecting SC economy 
Ever since the pandemic’s darkest days bottomed out, our state has been 
one of those leading the country in improving economic statistics. How is the 
rest of 2022 looking now that the first quarter is in the books? Mike Switzer 
interviews Joey Von Nessen, chief economist at the Darla Moore School of 
Business at USC in Columbia, SC.
 
Apr 4, 2022
Smart State II? 
Mike Switzer interviews John Warner, a serial entrepreneur and founder of 
Innoventure in Greenville, S.C. John relates recent feedback from listeners on 
the topic of creating an oversight type of commission for our state’s 
university endowed chair program that might become Smart State II.
 
Apr 1, 2022
Battling the red tape ensnaring a small business 
Starting up a new business always involves a lot of work. There are the 
normal trials and errors that go with any new undertaking. And our next 
guest says there can be an enormous amount of red tape, as well. Mike 
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Switzer interviews Robert Hughes, co-owner of Edingsville Grocery, a 
restaurant and tavern located on Edisto Island, SC.
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Health 
Update on pneumonia vaccines for adults 
Bobbi Conner  
June 28, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Elisha Brownfield about the various 
vaccines available now, to help prevent pneumonia and pneumonia 
complications in adults. Dr. Elisha Brownfield is a Professor of Internal 
Medicine and a General Internist at MUSC.
  
Health 
Treating anxiety disorders in adults 
Bobbi Conner 
June 27, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Christopher Sege about treatment for 
adults with anxiety disorders. Dr. Sege is a Psychologist & Assistant Professor 
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at MUSC.  
Health 
Causes, diagnosis and treatment of foot drop 
Bobbi Conner 
 
June 21, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Mary Noreen Herring about the 
causes, diagnosis and treatment of foot drop. Dr. Herring is an Associate 
Professor in the College of Medicine and she’s a physician specializing in 
neurological rehabilitation at MUSC. 
Health 
COPD research 
Bobbi Conner 
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June 20, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Sarah Miller about research related to 
the use of digital technology to help patients manage COPD. Dr. Miller is a 
respiratory physiologist and Nurse Scientist in the College of Nursing at 
MUSC.
Health 
Benefits of mindfulness to help with stress and promote well being 
Bobbi Conner 
 
June 14, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Wendy Balliet about the benefits of 
mindfulness to help with stress and promote wellbeing. Dr. Balliet is a 
Psychologist who works with cancer patients (and others) who have chronic 
health problems…through the Division of Bio-behavioral Medicine and 
Hollings Cancer Center at MUSC. 
Health 
Pandemic alcohol increase & cancer risk 
Bobbi Conner 
 
June 13, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Raymond Anton about increased 
alcohol use during the pandemic, and the connection between alcohol 
consumption and cancer risk. Dr. Anton is a Distinguished University 
Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Science and the Scientific Director of 
the Alcohol Research Center at MUSC.
Health 
Managing cancer related fatigue 
Bobbi Conner 

June 7, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Stacey Maurer about strategies to help 
manage cancer related fatigue. Dr. Maurer is an Assistant Professor in the 
College of Medicine and a Clinical Psychologist at Hollings Cancer Center at 
MUSC.
Health 
Plantar fasciitis 

June 6, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Alec DeCastro about plantar fasciitis, a 
common foot injury. Dr. DeCastro is an Associate Professor and Chief of 
Primary Care Sports Medicine in the Department of Family Medicine at MUSC.
Health 
Dietary changes to reduce migraines 
Bobbi Conner 
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May 31, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Habib Rizk about the role that certain 
foods and drinks can play in triggering migraine episodes for people who 
suffer from migraines. Dr. Rizk is an Associate Professor in Otology and 
Neurotology and Director of the Vestibular Program at MUSC.
 
Health 
Cancer screening update 
Bobbi Conner  
May 30, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Ray DuBois about the various types of 
recommended cancer screening, and the potential impact of early diagnosis 
and treatment. Dr. DuBois is Director of Hollings Cancer Center at MUSC.

Health 
Research related to managing asthma in youth 
Bobbi Conner 
May 24, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Michelle Nichols about a research 
study involving youth with asthma and digital technology to help manage 
this condition. Dr. Nichols is an Assistant Professor in the College of Nursing 
at MUSC, and lead researcher on a study relate to asthma and youth.
  
Health 
Sepsis update 
Bobbi Conner 
May 23, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Andrew Goodwin about the signs, 
symptoms and treatment of sepsis. Dr. Goodwin is a Professor of Pulmonary 
and Critical Care Medicine, and Section Chief for Critical Care at MUSC.
 
Health 
The connection between loneliness and substance use 
Bobbi Conner  
May 17, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Tracy Stecker about research 
exploring the connection between loneliness and substance use. Dr. Stecker 
is a psychologist and mental health services researcher at MUSC.
  
Health 
Healthy and active lifestyle routines for children 
Bobbi Conner 
May 16, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Janet Carter about healthy & active 
lifestyle routines for children. Janet is the Program Manager and dietician for 
the Heart Health program at MUSC Children’s Health.  
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Health 
Jet lag 
Bobbi Conner 

May 10, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Andrea Rinn about jet lag, and what 
can be done to minimize symptoms. Dr. Rinn is a physician in the 
Department of Pulmonary, Critical Care and Sleep Medicine at MUSC.
Health 
Transient ischemic attacks 
Bobbi Conner 

May 9, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Christine Holmstedt about transient 
ischemic attacks (or TIA). Dr. Holmstedt is a Professor of Neurology and 
Director of Clinical Stroke Services at MUSC. 
Health 
Young children and media 
Bobbi Conner 
 
May 3, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Michelle Macias about young children 
and media exposure. Dr. Macias is a Professor of Pediatrics in the Division of 
Developmental-Behavioral Pediatrics at MUSC Children’s Health.
Health 
Helping cancer patients quit smoking 
Bobbi Conner 

May 2, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Graham Warren about a national 
smoking cessation initiative to help cancer patients quit smoking. Dr. Warren 
is a Professor of Radiation Oncology and the Vice Chair for Research in 
Radiation Oncology at Hollings Cancer Center at MUSC.
Health 
Obstructive sleep apnea 
Bobbi Conner 

April 26, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Chitra Lal about the diagnosis and 
treatment of obstructive sleep apnea. Dr. Lal is a Professor of Medicine and a 
sleep medicine specialist in the Division of Pulmonary, Critical Care, Allergy 
and Sleep Medicine at MUSC.
Health 
Infant colic 
Bobbi Conner 
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April 25, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Christine San Giovanni about infant 
colic. Dr. San Giovanni is an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and she’s a 
pediatrician at MUSC Children’s Health.  
Health 
Physical therapy for cancer patients and cancer survivors 
Bobbi Conner 
 
April 19, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Katie Schmitt about physical therapy 
for cancer patients and cancer survivors. Dr. Schmitt is a physical therapist 
at MUSC Hollings Cancer Center.
Health 
Age related hearing loss 
Bobbi Conner 
 
April 18, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Meredith Duffy about age related 
hearing loss and the latest advances in hearing aid technology. Dr. Duffy is 
an audiologist and she’s the Clinical Director of Hearing Rehabilitation at 
MUSC.
Health 
Healthy sleep tips for children 
Bobbi Conner 
 
April 12, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Claire MacGeorge about healthy sleep 
routines to promote a child’s wellbeing and development. Dr. MacGeorge is 
an Assistant Professor of Pediatrics and a pediatrician at MUSC Children’s 
Health. 
Health 
Connection between atrial fibrillation & sleep apnea 
Bobbi Conner 
 
April 11, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Anne Kroman about the connection 
between atrial fibrillation and sleep apnea. Dr. Kroman is an Assistant 
Professor in the College of Medicine and a cardiac electrophysiologist at 
MUSC.
Health 
Connection between atrial fibrillation & sleep apnea 
Bobbi Conner 

April 8, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Anne Kroman about the connection 
between atrial fibrillation and sleep apnea. Dr. Kroman is an Assistant 
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Professor in the College of Medicine and a cardiac electrophysiologist at 
MUSC. 
Health 
Exercise to maintain balance and flexibility 
Bobbi Conner 
 
April 5, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Alec DeCastro about maintaining 
balance and flexibility in the older adult years. Dr. DeCastro is an Associate 
Professor and Chief of Primary Care Sports Medicine in the Department of 
Family Medicine at MUSC.
Health 
Research on sickle cell disease 
Bobbi Conner 

April 4, 2022
This week Bobbi Conner talks with Dr. Shannon Phillips about research 
related to monitoring and managing sickle cell disease symptoms in children. 
Dr. Phillips is an Associate Professor in the college of Nursing at MUSC, and 
the lead researcher on a study related to children with sickle cell disease.
Health 
Research on sickle cell disease 
Bobbi Conner 
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June 24, 2022
Enabling Veterans in South Carolina to live their best lives 
In 2020, Maj. General (Ret.) William F. Grimsley became South Carolina's first 
Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs. From the beginning, Grimsley and his staff 
have defined the purpose of the new Department of Veterans’ Affairs as 
leading and enabling “a state-wide coalition of partners to create and sustain 
an environment in which Veterans and their families can thrive as valued and 
contributing members of the South Carolina community and the Nation. 
“Grimsley talks with Walter Edgar about how the Department strives to 
achieve that purpose and the way it is expanding and building partnerships 
to do so.
  
June 17, 2022
American Landmark: Charles Duell and the Rebirth of Middleton Place 
Charles Duell inherited the historic properties Middleton Place and the 
Edmondston-Alston House, Charleston, SC, in 1969. He was 31 years old. A 
graduate of Yale, he had begun a career in finance on Wall Street. But the 
circumstances of his sudden inheritance compelled him to leave New York 
City and move his family to South Carolina. There he would take up the 
challenge of reviving the houses, gardens, and forestlands of his forebears. 
He convinced countless relatives, friends, and associates to work with him. 
Virginia Beach, author of American Landmark: Charles Duell and the Rebirth 
of Middleton Place, and Tracey Todd, President and CEO of Middleton Place 
Foundation, talk with Walter Edgar about Duel’s decision to preserve the 
family seat of his ancestors, and the journey toward its sustainability.
  
June 10, 2022
The inside story of Hootie and the Blowfish 
In 1985, Mark Bryan heard Darius Rucker singing in a dorm shower at the 
University of South Carolina and asked him to form a band. For the next 
eight years, Hootie & the Blowfish—completed by bassist Dean Felber and 
drummer Soni Sonefeld—played every frat house, roadhouse, and rock club 
in the mid-Atlantic and Southeast, becoming one of the biggest independent 
acts in the region. In Only Wanna Be with You (2022, USC Press), Tim 
Sommer, the ultimate insider who signed Hootie to Atlantic Records, pulls 
back the curtain on a band that defied record-industry odds to break into the 
mainstream by playing hacky sack music in the age of grunge. He chronicles 
the band's indie days; the chart-topping success—and near-cancelation—of 
their major-label debut, cracked rear view; the year of Hootie (1995) when 
the album reached no. 1, the "Only Wanna Be with You" music video 
collaboration with ESPN's SportsCenter became a sensation, and the band 
inspired a plotline on the TV show Friends; the lean years from the late 
1990s through the early 2000s; Darius Rucker's history-making rise in 
country music; and one of the most remarkable comeback stories of the 
century. Tim Sommer shares the Hootie story with Walter Edgar.
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June 3, 2022
Baptists and Bootleggers 
In her book, Baptists and Bootleggers: A Prohibition Expedition Through the 
South (2021, Evening Post Books) Kathryn Smith takes you to major cities 
and small towns, all of which struggled between the Baptists and their 
teetotaling allies who preached temperance and the bootleggers who got 
rich providing what their customers couldn’t buy legally. Smith talks with 
Walter Edgar about her Prohibition expedition through hotels, bars, 
speakeasies, museums and cemeteries, and shares some vintage cocktail 
recipes she picked up along the way.

May 27, 2022
The growth and value of "public history" 
Dr. Constance Schulz, Distinguished Professor Emerita of the University of 
South Carolina’s Public History Program, joins Walter Edgar this week to talk 
about the importance of “public history” and how it has evolved as a field of 
study over the last 50 years. Schultz is the winner of the Robert Kelley 
Memorial Award from the National Council on Public History. She is currently 
at work on The Pinckney Papers Project – based on two digital documentary 
editions: The Papers of Eliza Lucas Pinckney and Harriott Pinckney Horry and 
The Papers of the Revolutionary Era Pinckney Statesmen – which explores 
one of our South Carolina’s most prominent families, specifically examining 
the importance of women's social connections and relationships during that 
time.

May 20, 2022
Timmonsville native Johnny D. Boggs writes about the historic frontier - 
whether it's in South Carolina or in Texas 
Timmonsville native Johnny D. Boggs has worked cattle, been bucked off 
horses, shot rapids in a canoe, hiked across mountains and deserts, traipsed 
around ghost towns, and spent hours poring over microfilm in library 
archives -- all in the name of finding a good story. He was won a record nine 
Spur Awards from Western Writers of America, a Western Heritage Wrangler 
Award from the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum and has 
been called by Booklist magazine "among the best western writers at work 
today. “He joins Walter Edgar to talk about his career, his love of the 
American West, and about his new book, The Cobbler of Spanish Fort and 
Other Frontier Stories (2022, Five Star Publishing).
  
May 13, 2022
Shrimp Tales 
Shrimp, one of our most delicious food sources, was once only considered 
worthy of bait. In her new book, Shrimp Tales: Small Bites of History (2022, 
Primedia eLaunch), author Beverly Bowers Jennings tells the fascinating story 
of the shrimp industry, from the shrimp boats and their captains to fishing 
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family lore, tasty recipes and more. Jennings talks with Walter Edgar about 
what she learned in a decade spent interviewing shrimpers and others 
associated with commercial shrimping to produce permanent exhibits for the 
Port Royal Sound Maritime Center and the Coastal Discovery Museum on 
Hilton Head. That work served as the basis of Shrimp Tales, a book that 
reveals the old ways of shrimping and celebrates today’s awakening about 
the foods we eat and the people who make it all happen.
 
May 6, 2022
Into the light: the electrification of rural South Carolina 
Early in the twentieth century, for-profit companies such as Duke Power and 
South Carolina Electric and Gas brought electricity to populous cities and 
towns across South Carolina, while rural areas remained in the dark. It was 
not until the advent of publicly owned electric cooperatives in the 1930s that 
the South Carolina countryside was gradually introduced to the conveniences 
of life with electricity. Today, electric cooperatives serve more than a quarter 
of South Carolina's citizens and more than seventy percent of the state's 
land area. In his book, Empowering Communities: How Electric Cooperatives 
Transformed Rural South Carolina (USC Press, 2022), Dr. Lacy K. Ford and co-
author Jared Bailey tell the story of the rise of "public" power – electricity 
serviced by member-owned cooperatives and sanctioned by federal and 
state legislation. It is a complicated saga, encompassing politics, law, 
finance, and rural economic development, of how the cooperatives helped 
bring fundamental and transformational change to the lives of rural people in 
South Carolina, from light to broadband. Ford talks with Dr. Edgar about how 
rural electrification, combined with the paving of roads, and funding of public 
schools, helped transform bring the Palmetto State into the modern world.
  
April 29, 2022
To the End of the World: Nathanael Greene, Charles Cornwallis, and the Race 
to the Dan 
“In the most barren inhospitable unhealthy part of North America, opposed 
by the most savage, inveterate perfidious cruel Enemy, with zeal and with 
Bayonets only, it was resolved to follow Green’s Army, to the end of the 
World.” So wrote British general Charles O’Hara about the epic confrontation 
between Nathanael Greene and Charles Cornwallis during the winter of 1780-
81. Only Greene’s starving, threadbare Continentals stood between 
Cornwallis and control of the South—and a possible end to the American 
rebellion. This week on Walter Edgar's Journal, author Andrew Waters talks 
with Walter Edgar about a compelling chapter of the American Revolution. 
Waters is author of the book, To the End of the World: Nathanael Greene, 
Charles Cornwallis, and the Race to the Dan (2021, Westholme).
  
April 22, 2022
The Grim Years: Settling South Carolina, 1670 - 1720 
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In his book, The Grim Years: Settling South Carolina, 1670-1720 (2020, 
University of SC Press), Dr. John Navin explains how eight English aristocrats, 
the Lords Proprietors, came to possess the vast Carolina land grant and then 
enacted elaborate plans to recruit and control colonists as part of a grand 
moneymaking scheme. In his conversation with Walter Edgar, Navin tells of a 
cadre of men who rose to political and economic prominence, while ordinary 
colonists, enslaved Africans, and indigenous groups became trapped in a 
web of violence and oppression. Threatened by the Native Americans they 
exploited, by the Africans they enslaved, and by their French and Spanish 
rivals, white South Carolinians lived in continual fear. For some it was the 
price they paid for financial success. But for most there were no riches, and 
the possibility of a sudden, violent death was overshadowed by the misery of 
their day-to-day existence.
  
April 15, 2022
Open Space Institute works in concert with others to protect South Carolina's 
scenic, natural, and historic landscapes 
The Open Space Institute’s mission is to protect scenic, natural, and historic 
landscapes to provide public enjoyment, conserve habitat and working lands, 
and sustain communities. Over the past 40 years, the institute has saved 
2,285,092 acres of land through direct acquisition, grants, and loans. Having 
begun by focusing on land in New York State, they have in recent years 
saved significant, complex, and large-scale tracts in South Carolina, Florida, 
and New Jersey through direct acquisitions. In December 2022, the Open 
Space Institute (OSI) and The Nature Conservancy (TNC) announced the 
purchase of three properties along the Santee River in South Carolina, 
expanding the largest contiguous block of protected coastal lands in the 
state. OSI’s Vice-President and Director of the Southeast, Maria Whitehead, 
joins Walter Edgar to talk about the acquisition and about the Institute’s 
plans for land protection in the state.

April 8, 2022
Enabling Veterans in South Carolina to live their best lives 
In 2020, Maj. General (Ret.) William F. Grimsley became South Carolina's first 
Secretary of Veterans’ Affairs. From the beginning, Grimsley and his staff 
have defined the purpose of the new Department of Veterans’ Affairs as 
leading and enabling “a state-wide coalition of partners to create and sustain 
an environment in which Veterans and their families can thrive as valued and 
contributing members of the South Carolina community and the Nation. 
“Grimsley talks with Walter Edgar about how the Department strives to 
achieve that purpose and the way it is expanding and building partnerships 
to do so.
  
April 1, 2022
The myths and hard facts of the Atlantic slave trade 
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For many years scholars made assumptions about how Europeans traded 
with West Africans for other, enslaved Africans, about how many voyages 
were made by slave ships to the English colonies in North America before 
1808, and about why the institution of slavery almost died out in New 
England. Beginning in the late 1960s, however, a movement began that 
challenged these assumptions and the viewpoints of generations of Euro-
centric scholars began to give way to work by data-driven historians. Donald 
Wright, Distinguished Teaching Professor Emeritus at the State University of 
New York College at Cortland, is one of the historians who was part of this 
sea change in scholarship. He spent decades writing about African history, 
beginning as graduate student collecting oral histories in Gambia, as well as 
African American history, and Atlantic history. His books include Oral 
Traditions from the Gambia and African Americans in the Colonial Era: From 
African Origins Through the American Revolution. This week Walter Edgar 
talks with Donald Wright about the myths about and some of the hard facts 
of the Atlantic slave trade.


