
Jessica Vanden Berg, Board Member
Jessica is an Ambassador for the New Leaders Council, a member of the American Council on Germany, and a partner with the Truman National 
Security Project. Ms. Vanden Berg is a founder of Maverick Strategy and Mail and has worked both domestically and abroad advising corporate 
clients, political and advocacy campaigns, as well as independent expenditures on strategic communications, grassroots and grass tops outreach, 



management, targeting, planning and budgeting. In addition to this work, she worked for the ONE Campaign as the Democratic campaign manager 
for the ONE Vote ’08 Presidential Initiative. The campaign used technology, press and grassroots support to push the presidential candidate to 
support real measure in dealing with global poverty and health. She managed staff throughout the country and was able to persuade the candidates to 
guarantee real commitments to saving lives.

Ms. Vanden Berg has worked with various clients including General Wesley Clark, Free the Slaves, Pickens Plan and VoteVets.org. She has worked 
for and with many Democratic campaigns and has also served as Senior Advisor to Senator Jim Webb and as Rep. Tulsi Gabbard’s Chief of Staff. 
Jessica is from Pella, Iowa and graduated with a degree in Political Science from Central College.

Christopher Massicotte, Board Member
Chris Massicotte has been passionate about providing Democratic campaigns and progressive causes with the most effective and innovative 
technology for years. Prior to his current role as DSPolitical’s chief operating officer, Massicotte served as vice president of sales and marketing at 
NGP VAN Inc., the largest political technology company serving Democratic candidates and their progressive allies.

Massicotte has also worked on a variety of Democratic campaigns, serving for a time as finance director to Rep. Rush Holt (D-NJ). He is also an 
outspoken supporter of LGBT equality and works closely with a number of organizations including the Gay & Lesbian Victory Fund, where he is 
currently Eastern Caucus Chair. Massicotte is a graduate of Villanova University with a bachelor’s degree in accounting and The University of 
Pennsylvania with a master’s degree in government administration.

Lanae Erickson Hatalsky, Board Member
Lanae Erickson Hatalsky heads up the Social Policy and Politics team at Third Way, where she tackles hot-button issues like marriage for gay 
couples, immigration, abortion, religious liberty, guns, crime, and education, as well as overseeing all of the organization’s public opinion research. 
She spends her days helping policymakers and advocates to better understand the complexities of how moderate Americans approach topics that are 
so often perceived politically as black and white. In this capacity, Lanae spearheaded Third Way’s Commitment Campaign, which mobilized 
moderate Americans to support marriage for gay couples. Lanae also serves as a member of President Obama’s third Advisory Council on Faith-
Based and Neighborhood Partnerships.

Before joining Third Way in 2008, Lanae was Legislative Counsel at Alliance for Justice, where she investigated the backgrounds of federal judicial 
nominees on civil and human rights and advocated for progressive policies on issues from detention and interrogation policy to equal pay. Before 
that, she worked at both the Legal Rights Center and the Center for Victims of Torture in Minneapolis, Minnesota. She earned her J.D. magna cum 
laude from the University of Minnesota and her Bachelor’s degree from Mount Holyoke College. Originally from the beautiful Land of 10,000 Lakes 
(which actually has significantly more than 10,000 lakes), Lanae now lives in Washington, D.C., with her wife. She has played violin since the first 
grade and is the principal second violinist in Washington’s Capital City Symphony.


