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ISSUES THIS QUARTER

1. Health Care 

2. Economy 

3. Education 

4. Crime 

5. Tax Reform 
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2nd QUARTER 2013       March 6, 2013
ASCERTAINMENT MEETING

Concerns:



1. Health Care 
a. Access of healthcare in economically challenged communities
b. Cost of health care/”milking” of Medicare system
c. Change in PIP law, reducing access to healthcare in vehicular accidents
d. Rising cost of insurance

2. Economy 
a. Lack of funding for organizations for charity events for the under-privileged
b. Increase utilization of small-businesses for city projects
c. Lack of employment opportunities for former felons
d. Economy is the #1 concern for all Duval County residents

3.  Education
a. More information needed for educational resources (i.e., tuition assistance)
b. Lack of discipline enforcement in schools
c. Provide opportunities for more parental involvement
d. Highlight programs that incorporate learning with real world experiences

4. Crime
a. Disseminate awareness of gun violence in our community
b. More citizen involvement in crime fighting/being more aware of what is going on in your community
c. Encourage & promote mentoring and afterschool programs
d. Employment opportunities that could prevent or mitigate crime

5. Tax Reform 
a. Educate the public on what their tax dollars are being used for
b. Stalemate of pension reform locally & statewide
c. Encourage employers/employees to enhance pensions and/or retirement plans
d. Making the public aware of capital improvement projects in the city and the cost to taxpayers  

Ascertainment Meeting Date:  Wednesday, March 6, 2013

Guests: Roshanda Jackson
Leslie A. Goller
Charles Griggs
Lisa Collins
Melody Vaccaro



Dr. Irvin PeDro Cohen
Douglas Dixon
Linda Crofton

Survey only:  Marsha Oliver
Clay Yarborough

These topics all have a direct impact on our local community. Cox Radio Jacksonville centers its’ Public Affairs 
Programming and dictates the topics of conversation the on air shows address each week on all 5 of our radio 
stations. The goal is to educate our community on the most pressing issues we face as a community and how 
some are working to improve problems like crime and high unemployment that affect every city. This quarter 
we will focus on developing news stories and public programming with live and taped on air discussions 
addressing these particular issues to keep our local community informed of the most pressing issues facing our 
city right now. 

Program Schedule

Jax Journal
Sunday 6:00 am



WOKV-AM airs a weekly program “Jax Journal” to address issues of significant importance for the residents of 

Jacksonville, Florida; and the metropolitan area. This weekly thirty-minute public affairs show airs on Saturday 

from 6:00 am – 6:30 am

“First Coast Forum”
Sunday 6:30 am

WOKV-AM develops a weekly program “First Coast Forum” to address issues of significant importance for the 

residents of Jacksonville, Florida; and the metropolitan area. This weekly thirty-minute public affairs show airs 

on Saturday from 6:30 am – 7:00 am

Health Care 

First Coast Forum
Host: Kobe
Airdate:  Saturday, April 6th, 2013
Topic:  Health Care 
Guest:  David Mayer Chief Strategy and Marketing Office at St. Vincent’s
Duration:  28 minutes
The main topic of the interview was to discuss National Healthcare, and how this will affect people in Duval 
County. 

Ascertainments show that with the new healthcare reform there are many intricate details that people need to 
research fully before making any changes. These new changes will impact everyone from employers to 
employees, and the people making these decisions. 

Jax Journal



Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 4/13/13
Topic: Health Care 
Guest: Dr. David Miller
Duration: 25:20 

Dr. David Miller is head of the Stroke Center at Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville.  He talked about the warning signs 
of stroke and how cardio vascular disease is the number one cause of death for all Americans. Miller talked 
about the latest advances and how new technology is saving lives and preventing stroke patients from becoming 
permanently disabled.  He also talked about an upcoming free medical screening soon to be held by Mayo for 
those who need medical help but don’t have the money or insurance to pay for it.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned over health care and what may happen when all the new laws 
take effect.

First Coast Forum
Host: Scott Thomas
Airdate:  Saturday & Sunday, May 11th & 12th, 2013
Topic:  Healthcare
Guests:  Jason Altmire, Senior Vice-President at Florida Blue 
Duration:  26 minutes, 43 seconds
_________________________________________________________________________________

Our discussion was centered around the healthcare debate, and specifically, the Patient Protection and the 
Affordable Care Act, commonly referred to as “ObamaCare”.  Mr. Altmire began our conversation by 
explaining why he voted against ObamaCare back in 2010, due mostly to the fact that he believed this plan did 
not do enough to bring down the overall cost of healthcare in America.  
We also reviewed many of the popular questions Americans have about the new healthcare plan, including:  
Can I keep my doctor?  Will my premiums, co-pays and deductibles go up?  How hard will it be to see my 
doctor?  What about specialists?  Will prescription drugs be affected?  Will doctors and other healthcare 
professionals prefer Obamacare?  How difficult will it be to have certain procedures and tests performed?

Ascertainments show that the cost of healthcare in America has gotten to the point where a change had to be 
made.  Obamacare addresses many of the current issues, but opponents argue that it’s too close to socialized 
medicine, and the cost of healthcare will actually rise with these changes.  

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 5/25/13
Topic: Health Care / Child Services 
Guest: John Harrell & David Abramowitz 

David Abramowitz is the Regional Director of the Department of Children and Family Services in Jacksonville.   
John Harrell is the spokesperson for D.C.F.
They talked about how health care is vital to ensure people and children of all financial standing can get access 
to health care and we discussed safety at local Daycare centers and why it is so important that you send your 
child to a licensed daycare center and how parents can check to ensure their children are safe and the center’s 
staff knows CPR and other critical health care methods that may needed in dire situations.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about the safety and health care of children no matter their 
parents’ financial standing. 



First Coast Forum
Host: Chloe 
Airdate:  Saturday, June 15th, 2013
Topic:  Healthcare 
Guest:  Dr. Alan Harmon/FMA/Gastroenterologist 
Duration:  22 minutes
The main topic of the interview was to learn how new healthcare laws will affect Jacksonville. 

Ascertainments show that new healthcare laws won’t deny people coverage due to pre-existing conditions, 
allows young people to stay on their parents’ policies until they are 26, and requires insurance companies to 
provide certain preventative care for free.  Insurers must also use at least 80% of their premiums on actual 
health care and not their overhead costs or profits.   

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 6/22/13
Topic: Health Care   
Guests: Kim Sirdevan & Stacy Sechrist 
Duration: 25:15 

Kim Sirdevan and Stacy Sechrist are both licensed clinical social workers at the Youth Crisis Center.   They 
talked with me about the high rate of teenage suicides in Northeast Florida and the services available for free to 
residents.  New reports show 1 in every 8 teenagers in Jacksonville has attempted suicide.  We discussed what 
is causing the recent jump in teenage suicide rates and how cyber bullying and other issues play a role. They 
also ran down the signs and symptoms that parents need to watch out for teens who may be considering taking 
their own life and how to get them the help they need. We  shared contact information and how listeners can get 
their children the help they need for free.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about not just health care but the mental health care that many 
young people need to get through what they perceive as problems too big to solve.



Economy 
Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 4/6/13
Topic: Economy
Guest: Dawn Lockhart
Duration: 25:00

Dawn Lockhart is the Executive Director of the Family Foundations of Jacksonville.   It is a non-profit group 
that offers free or low cost money management advice to those who need it most.  Lockhart talked about ways 
listeners can get their finances in order and how to dig your way out of debt when you’re in over your head.  
She also talked about programs they offer to help first time home buyers plan ahead for success and how people 
can contact her office to request their services.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about the economy and their own financial future. 

First Coast Forum
Host: Scott Thomas
Airdate:  Saturday & Sunday, April 13th & 14th, 2013
Topic:  The Economy & lack of employment opportunities for former felons
Guest:  Kevin Gay – President & CEO for Operation New Hope 
Duration:  28 minutes, 50 seconds
_________________________________________________________________________________
Our discussion began with Mr. Gay giving a history of Operation New Hope, and how it evolved from a 
restoration project for the Springfield area, to the charitable organization it is today.  He described the 
difficulties former felons face with integrating back into society.  Finding employment is a tremendous 
challenge for former felons, and Operation New Hope is working with the Ready4Work program to reduce the 
recidivism rate.   In today’s economy, former felons have an especially difficult time finding work.  
Mr. Gay also discussed the Breaking the Cycle program, which focuses on assisting the children of former 
felons.  He also touched on the home-buying process, and what programs and subsidies are available for 
financially-stressed individuals.



Ascertainments show that former felons have a difficult road integrating back into society, but with programs 
such as Ready4Work & Breaking the Cycle, there is help available, not only for them, but for their families as 
well.  Donations & volunteers are always needed to assist these organizations.

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 4/20/13
Topic: Economy
Guest: Jerry Mallot 
Duration 25:30 

Jerry Mallot is President of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce.  He says the Chamber is working with the 
city to bring new high paying jobs to Jacksonville.   He talked about how the city plays a crucial role to attract 
new companies here and to help the businesses already here expand with the help of incentives and tax breaks.  
The state picks up the tab for at least half of the   cost and sometimes up to 80% of those incentives that Mallot 
says is money well spent when you figure the long term economic impact on our city and your bottom line.

Ascertainments show many residents are concerned about the state of the economy and how they can get ahead 
by getting better paying jobs. 

First Coast Forum
Host: Chloe 
Airdate:  Saturday, May 18th, 2013
Topic:  Economy
Guest:  Dr. William Rupp, CEO Mayo Clinic/Jax Chamber Board 
Duration:  22 minutes
The main topic of the interview was to learn the state of the local economy and how it’s improving as well as 
jobs that are available. 

Ascertainments show that the unemployment rate has gone down consistently and that new businesses are 
looking to bring their companies to Jacksonville.  The healthcare industry has many opportunities for job 
growth, as well as areas like I.T. 

First Coast Forum
Host: Anna 
Airdate:  Saturday, June 22nd, 2013
Topic:  Economy
Guests: Martha Cox from Family Foundations of Northeast Florida  
Duration:  27 minutes
 
The main topic of this program was the economy here in Jacksonville. We discussed how why the economy is 
low in Jacksonville…and how it is hard for some people to find jobs. IE Criminals trying to find work after jail. 
Also Jacksonville residents need to be aware of their finances and budget better and follow that budget…. They 
say that every household, every business, every family – needs to be wise about money

Ascertainments show that it is important to have programs like Family Foundations to teach families to be 
financially fit… in turn helping the economy. 



Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 6/29/13
Topic: Economy   
Guest: Nancy Ruben 
Duration: 25:06

Nancy Ruben is the communications director for Jaxport which is a major economic driver for our city.  Nancy 
Ruben talked about a new plan to dredge the St. John’s River to allow larger cargo ships to use Jacksonville as a 
port of call. Ruben says the project will cost 733 million dollars.  Some of the money would come from the 
Federal Government and the rest would need to come from the city and state. Ruben says the project itself will 
take years to complete but the payoff will be great and help lead our city into the future.   The port has an 
estimated economic impact of more than 1 billion dollars a year.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about growing the local economy and want information on 
what projects are in the works and the jobs that could be created by them.     



Education 

First Coast Forum 
Host: Chloe 
Airdate:  Saturday, April 20th 2013 
Topic:  Education  
Guest:  Georgette Dumont and George Candler; MPA program at UNF
Duration:  25 minutes
The main topic of the interview was to discuss the new Nina Waters Nonprofit Leadership Endowed 
Scholarship as well as the MPA program.

Ascertainments show that students who have worked in the nonprofit sector for at least 12 months, along with a 
few other requirements, are eligible to apply for this new scholarship.  Also discussed were the benefits of 
obtaining degrees as a working professional. 

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 5/4/13
Topic: Education  
Guest: Carlton Robinson 
Duration: 26:00 
 
Carlton Robinson is the Director of the Jacksonville Chamber of Commerce’s Entrepreneurial Growth Division.  
He says the Chamber is offering a new Startup Quest Training Program to help people who want to start their 
own business but aren’t quite sure the best way to go about doing it.  Robinson explained how the program 
works and how people can get the free training due to a grant that pays for the supplies and training.  The pilot 
program is partly funded by the Federal Government and other local agencies that have a stake in boosting the 
local economy by helping small business become successful. Carlton gave out websites and phone numbers for 
people to call if they’re interested in taking part and how the whole process works.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about their finances and want to learn what they can to 
become successful in their future endeavors.

First Coast Forum 
Host: Anna 
Airdate:  Saturday, May 25, 2013
Topic:  Education 
Guests: LeAnn Daddario, Coalition Coordinator PACT Prevention Coalition of St. Johns County
Duration:  26 minutes
 
The main topic of this program was education. We discussed how the PACT program benefits children in 
middle school and helps educate about drugs and alcohol.  Within the PACT program is  Teen Speak. Teen 
Speak is an evidence-based, peer mentoring program that is conducted across St. Johns County middle schools.  

Ascertainments show that it is important to have programs like the ones PACT implements for the younger kids 
(like TEEN SPEAK). 

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 6/8/13



Topic: Education  
Guest: Dr. Nikolai Vitti
Duration: 26:01 

Dr. Nikolai Vitti is the Superintendent of Duval County Schools.  He says there could be as many as 25 hundred 
layoffs this year among administrative staff but some of those administrators will likely end up working back in 
local schools.  Vitti says he thinks the school system is moving in the right direction and more schools are 
making the grade now than ever before,  He also addressed recent problems with  bullies at schools and how the 
district will separate them from other students who could get distracted by the bad behavior  of a few. 

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about the state of public education in Jacksonville and want 
to work with the district to better educate students and prepare them for the workforce.

First Coast Forum
Host: Kane
Airdate:  Saturday, June 29, 2013
Topic:  Education  
Guest:  Jon Heymann CEO Communities in Schools
Duration:  24 Mins
The main topic of the interview was to discuss education, security in schools, and programs that are being 
dropped or cut, and other programs that are still available.
Ascertainments show that parents can play a huge role in their child’s educational development. From taking a 
more active role in their child’s homework, to having a better relationship with their kid’s teachers, and some 
signs to look for that your child may be losing interest or slipping in school. Parents play a vital role in this.

Crime 

First Coast Forum
Host: Anna 
Airdate:  Saturday, April 27, 2013
Topic:  Crime 
Guests: Mr. Foy MADD DADS 
Duration:  26 minutes
 
The main topic of this program was crime.  We discussed what MADD DADS does for the Jacksonville 
Community… they recruit strong, drug free men and women to become surrogate parents for youth in the 



community. This keeps the kids out of trouble and the crime rate lower.  They have instituted many programs to 
educate the youth and keep them out of trouble.  . 

Ascertainments show that it is important to have programs like the ones MADD DADS prepare for the kids 
otherwise kids would be more likely to do drugs and get into trouble which will negatively affect the 
Jacksonville community.

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 4/27/13
Topic: Crime 
Guest: Wyllie Hodges
Duration: 25:00  

Wyllie Hodges is the president of Crimestoppers, a non- profit group designed to enlist the public’s help to 
catch wanted criminals.   Hodges says many people have collected a thousand dollars or more for calling in tips 
that lead police to make an arrest.   He describes how the process works that allows people to remain 
anonymous and still collect the money through a number system.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about violent crime and want to do what they can to make our 
community a safer place.

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 5/11/13
Topic: Crime  
Guest: Pastor John Guns  
Duration: 25:15 

Pastor John Guns is the head of St. Paul Baptist Church in Jacksonville.  He is spearheading a new initiative to 
help target young black males from going down the wrong path.  It’s called “Save our Sons”.  It’s a huge 
community meeting with the Mayor and other local leaders who want to lead young minority males to go down 
the right path and not get involved with drugs or gangs. The meeting drew about a thousand people and focused 
on mentoring programs and action plans that can help teenage boys stay on the path to success and avoid getting 
involved with people who could lead them to commit crimes.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about the crime rate in Jacksonville and want to work toward 
ways to reduce violence especially among young minorities.

First Coast Forum
Host: Kane
Airdate:  Saturday, June 1, 2013
Topic:  Crime 
Guest:  Shannon Heartley, officer with Jacksonville Sherriff’s Office
Duration:  23 Mins

The main topic of the interview was to discuss crime in the city and what concerned residents can do to help 
prevent, and report crime. 



Ascertainments show that there are many ways for residents to step up and volunteer to not only prevent crime, 
but help their community. Also the Jacksonville Sherriff’s Office is committed to getting guns off the streets with 
new campaigns, and using social media.

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 6/15/13
Topic: Crime  
Guest: Sheriff Bill Leeper 
Duration: 25:00 

Bill Leeper has been Sheriff of Nassau County for six months now and says he’s working on a number of goals 
to improve the sheriff’s office. They include hiring more officers, dispatchers and corrections officers.     They 
can apply @ www.nassauso.com.  He also wants to create a “Crime Analyst” to alert officers on any crime 
trends like those arson fires in cars at apartment complex.  Leeper says domestic violence, RX addiction and 
suicides are the biggest problems in his area right now.  He is also trying to modernize the facilities.  The office 
didn’t have e-mail or internet access.  He’s working to change that to make the department more efficient and 
able to better communicate with the public.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned with crime and want information on what top law officers are 
doing to combat it.

Tax Reform

First Coast Forum
Host: Kobe
Airdate:  Saturday, May 4th, 2013
Topic:  Pension and Tax Reform 
Guest:  John Winkler, President – Concerned Tax Payers of Duval Co.
Duration:  24 Mins
The main topic of the interview was to discuss the city’s financial problems due to mainly the courthouse and 
all the expenses we are still facing even now. 

Ascertainments show that groups like the Concerned Tax Payers of Duval Co. are holding the local government 
accountable for all these needless expenses with the court house. 

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 5/18/13
Topic: Tax Reform  
Guest: Mayor Alvin Brown 
Duration 25:30



Mayor Alvin Brown says his budget proposal for next year will not include any new tax increases and he talked 
about how taxpayers will save money because of new pension reform deals reached recently after meeting 
several times with the Police and Fire Unions as well as 2 other smaller unions.  Brown says he has been 
working to ensure the city is spending tax dollars wisely.   Especially after the courthouse fiasco in which 
millions of tax dollars were wasted.

Ascertainments show many people are concerned that they tax dollars may be wasted on failed projects because 
of past mistakes like the growing costs of the new County Courthouse.

Jax Journal
Host: Roxy Tyler
Airdate: 6/1/13
Topic: Tax Reform  
Guest: Ander Crenshaw 
Duration: 25:25 

Ander Crenshaw is a U.S. Congressman representing Northeast Florida.  He talked about how all Americans are 
now paying more in taxes because President Obama allowed the tax breaks implemented by President Bush to 
expire, which means more taxes are  being taken out of everyone’s pay checks.  Crenshaw also talked about the 
recent IRS scandal and how the agency targeted conservative groups applying for tax exempt status for more 
scrutiny than liberal groups. He also talked about how the new health care law ,which takes effect in January , 
will also mean more taxes for some and how the process could hurt small businesses that cannot afford to 
provide health care coverage for their employees.  

Ascertainments show many people are concerned about their tax dollars being wasted by the government and 
want to know how new laws like Obama care will affect the tax base and how small businesses operate.

First Coast Forum
Host: Scott Thomas
Airdate:  Saturday & Sunday, June 8th & 9th, 2013
Topic:  Taxes & Pension reform
Guests:  John Keane, Executive Director & Administrator for the Jacksonville Police & Fire Pension Fund 
Duration:  26 minutes, 43 seconds
_________________________________________________________________________________

Our discussion began with Mr. Keane explaining the history of the Jacksonville Police & Fire Pension Fund 
(PFPF), and how it has evolved over the decades.  He contends the city’s policies and the Board of Trustees’ 
investment strategies have been the reason for the underfunding of the PFPF.  He also stated that the level of 
benefits was not the reason for the lack of funds.  
Mr. Keane also explained some of the terminology dealing with pension funds, including pension “holidays” 
and the DROP program.

Ascertainments show the majority of citizens understand the importance of a pension plan for city workers 
(including police officers & fire fighters), but proper management is critical in maintaining the health of the 
plan for present and future generations.



Promotional Events

There were no events for this quarter.  



WXXJ PSAs Aired During 2nd Quarter, 2013

FAB/Dept of Agriculture Aired 133 times (:30)
Florida Army National Guard Aired 308 times (:60) & (:30)
FL Restaurant&Lodging Aired 135 times (:60) & (:30)
Lauren’s Kids Aired 45 times (:30)
FAB/Ounce of Prevention Aired 130 times (:30)
Visit Florida Aired 222 times (:60) & (:30)
Charity Vet Clinic Aired 62 times (:30) 
Aamco/Daniel Kids Aired 44 times(:60)
AHA Go Red Blood Pressure Aired 139 times (:30)
Bone Marrow Drive  Aired 20 times (:60)
Boy Scouts/Over the Edge Aired 36 times (:60) & (:30)
BSOA American Values Dinner Aired 32 times (:30)
Catfish Festival/Scholarship Aired 10 times (:60)
Concert YMCA Summer Camps Aired 35 times(:30)
DaVert Emergency Preparation Aired 20 times(:30)
DMV Send Children to College Aired 80 times(:30)
FL Air National Guard Aired 55 times(:30)
Florida Education Foundation Aired 81 times(:30)
FSCJ Pet Food Drive Aired 20 times(:30)
Gator Bowl/Take a Child to a Game Aired 15 times (:30)
Guardian Schools/Golf Tourny Scholarship Aired 30 times (:60)
Gun Control- Gun Bounty Aired 63 times (:30)
Hope Across Globe Charity Golf Aired 20 times (:30)
Jax Job Fair Aired 14 times (:30)
Jax Chamber/Jerry Mallot Aired 125 times (:30)
JTFoundation/Disabilities Aired 27 times (:30)
Kidney Foundation Walk Aired 60 times (:30)



Marine Corp Recuritment Aired 44 times (:30)
One Spark Festival Aired 30 times (:15)
PGA Players Charities Aired 50 times (:30)
RCCAH Pet Care/Low Cost Aired 45 times (:30)
Ride for Haven House Hospice Aired 10 times (:30)
Shannon Miller/Fight Obesity Aired 20 times (:30)
Spring Break Alcohol Safety Aired 10 times (:30)
Veterans Crisis Line Aired 45 times (:30)
The Players PSA Aired 418 times (:30)
We Can Cure Alzheimer’s Campaign Aired 40 times (:60)
Why Hunger/Help Find Food Aired 97 times (:30)& (:15)
We Are Broadcasters Policy Aired 145 times (:60)
Hope Share 2013 Aired 35 times (:60)
Rocky Mtn Elk Banquet Aired 15 times (:60)


