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4th Quarter 2018
Issues Programming

PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

On KSNB
LOCAL4 TODAY AT 5AM & 6AM             Monday thru 
Friday                                              5:00-7:00a
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 11:30              Monday thru 
Friday                                        11:30a-12:00p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 5PM                            Sunday thru Friday & 
Sunday                             5:00-5:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 6PM                            Monday thru 
Saturday                                         6:00-6:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 10PM                          Monday thru Sunday                                       10:00-
10:35p

Also on KSNB DT2 (a simulcast of KOLNDT3)
NEBRASKA NEWS                    Monday thru Friday                                           
9:00-9:30p
Pure Nebraska                                            Monday thru Friday                                          
9:30-10:00p

All of the above programs are locally produced News programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issue-related Feature stories.  Issue-responsive program segments are 
usually one to three minutes in duration unless otherwise indicated.  

Webchannel/Mobile/Streaming/Aps:  Central Nebraska has a place to go for local news and 
information online and on the go.  As more people turn to alternative means for information on 
a daily basis, people can count on KSNB-TV (KSNBLocal4.com) to be the local news and 
information leader on all platforms.  Local4's website is an important source of local news 
stories of all kinds, emergency information, severe weather, amber alerts, community 
information, public service, and other resources. Local4's various digital platforms also feature 
live streaming throughout the day whether a scheduled newscast, or breaking news or weather 
of local importance, and also meet online closed captioning requirements. 

Regular NBC Network News Programs Carried by KSNB:
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:00-
4:30am
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:30-
5:00am
TODAY SHOW                                                     Monday thru Friday                        7:00-
11:00am
NBC NIGHTLY NEWS                                             Monday thru Sunday                        5:00-
5:30pm
SATURDAY TODAY SHOW                                      Saturdays                                          7:00-
9:00am



SUNDAY TODAY SHOW                                           Sundays                                            7:00-
8:00am
MEET THE PRESS               Sundays                     8:00-
9:00am

All of the above programs are network news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, 
sports and issue-related Feature stories.   

All KSNB Newscasts are closed captioned for the hearing impaired.  Station 
conducts all weekly random EAS tests as well as monthly scheduled test in 
preparation of needed emergency announcements. Station airs Public File and 
Children's Programming Report spots as required. 

Examples of stories providing treatment of significant community 
issues this Quarter.

ALCOHOL & DRUGS

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money - This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Five Businesses Caught Selling to Minors :25
10/06/18 Local4 News at 5am Friday
A total of five businesses failed alcohol inspections recently in Buffalo and Sherman 
counties.  Those businesses include Coppermill Steakhouse, Whiskey Creek Steakhouse, and 
El Protrero Restaurant in Kearney.  Pilot Center in Elm Creek and The Colony Inn in Loup city 
also failed.  That is a non-compliance rate of 10% as the Nebraska State Patrol conducted 51 
inspections. 

Traffic Stop Leads to $130K Cash Seizure :25
10/08/18 Local4 News at 5am Friday
$130,000 in suspected drug money is off the streets after two busts on 1-80.  The first stop 
was around 4:20 Wednesday afternoon in Buffalo County.  Nebraska State Patrol says a 
trooper found the cash along with four different drugs after a traffic stop.  The driver was 
arrested on several drug charges.  
The second happened about an hour later in Hall County.  During the traffic stop, Nebraska 
State Patrol says the trooper got suspicious of criminal activity and found 37 pounds of 
marijuana, 40 ouches of THC wax, and 315 THC vape cartridges. 



Drug Take Back Day :30
10/25/18 Local4 5 am Thursday
CHI St. Francis in Grand Island will once again partner with the Nebraska State Patrol, the 
Central Nebraska Council on Alcoholism and Addictions, and the Grand Island Substance 
Abuse Prevention Coalition to serve as collection site for the DEA National Prescription Take 
Back Day from 10am-2 pm in the St. Francis lobby.  Site available in Kearney as well.  This 
day provides an opportunity for Americans to prevent drug addiction and overdose.  

Grand Island Children Exposed to Marijuana Smoke :20
11/08/18 Local4 News Midday Thursday 
Police arrested two Grand Island adults after they found a pair of children inside a car filled 
with marijuana smoke.  They arrested Joseph Wetzel, 27 after an officer told them he had 
violated probation.  They also arrested Gabrielle Williams, 24.  The pair were contacted in 
their car just outside their apartment building and the police smelled a strong odor of 
marijuana and later discovered drugs, drug paraphernalia and two small children in the 
vehicle.  

Grand Island Woman Assualts Mother for Wifi Password :20 
11/26/18 Local4 News Midday Monday 
Police say a 19-year-old hit her mother with a cell phone when she refused to turn on the 
wifi in the home.  When the officer was restraining her, police say the woman hit the officer 
in the head with a glass.  The officer reported swelling to the front of her head, but refused 
medical treatment.  During a search, the officer located a used glass pipe in Christensen’s 
inner jacket pocket and it was said to be as a glass pipe used to smoke marijuana.  

Two Year Old Sits on a Case of Beer :25
11/27/18 Local4 midday Tuesday 
A woman driving with a 2 year old boy sitting on a case of beer in the back seat will be 
sentenced next month in a hit-and-run case.  Court records indicate the police arrested 
Katherine Schroder, 28, of Elm Creek, June 2 after a hit-and-run accident in Kearney.  Police 
discovered the 2 year old in the back seat sitting on a case of beer.  They also discovered a 
loaded assault rifle, and unloaded .22 caliber rifle and an unloaded shotgun next to the boy.  
A preliminary breath test indicated that she had a .431 blood alcohol contest, which is more 
than five times the legal limit.  Schroder will be sentenced next month for misdemeanor 
child abuse, misdemeanor drunk driving, and misdemeanor leaving the scene of an 
accident.  

Police Dog Training Could Change if Marijuana is Legalized :30
12/13/18 Local4 6 pm Thursday 
Legalization of marijuana could change how police service dogs are trained, and could even 
force police to start fresh with a new batch of dogs.  This comes after a state senator 
proposed a ballot measure that would give voters the change to vote on the legalization of 
medical marijuana.  Police service dogs are trained to detect heroin, cocaine, 
methamphetamine, and marijuana.  In trooper’s opinions, it would be nearly impossible to 
reverse the training all the dogs have and retrain them to ignore the smell of marijuana.  

Four Adams County Businesses Caught Selling Alcohol to Minors :20
12/17/18 Local4 5pm Monday 
During the evening hours of Friday, December 14, investigators with the Nebraska State 
Patrol conducted alcohol inspections in Adams and Webster Counties.  The operation was 
made possible thanks in part to a grant for a $2640 from the Nebraska Department of 



Transportation.  In total, 57 businesses were inspected and four of the businesses sold 
alcohol to a minor for a non-compliance rate of 7 percent.  

ANIMAL WELFARE / PET SAFETY

Star Over Rover (On-Going)
Local4 Today at 6am   Weekly
Interview on News 5 Today on Wednesdays we feature an animal weekly that is in need of a 
good home plus tips/advice on how to better take care of your own pets.

Heartland Pet Connection (On-Going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Fridays 
Interview on News 5 at 11:30am on Wednesdays with the Heartland Pet Connection.  Tips 
and advice
on how to take care of your pets.  An animal that is in need of a good home is also featured.

Pet Blessing :20
10/07/18 Local4 News at 10pm Sunday
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church had their annual pet blessing this morning.  People brought up their pets to 
be prayed over and blessed by the priest.   

Hurricane Dogs :25
10/09/18 Local4 News at 6am Tuesday
17 dogs arrived in Nebraska yesterday morning after taking a 1200 mile trip from North Carolina.  The 
shelters there had to make room for other dogs lost during hurricane Florence, so they asked shelters 
around the nation for help.  Two of the dogs went to a shelter in Auburn, NE.  Fifteen other dogs were 
taken to shelters throughout the state.  

Grand Island Animal Shelter :30
10/09/18 Local4 News at 6pm 
The Central Nebraska Humane Society is over flowing with cats and the shelter has seen an 
influx of stray cats and dogs being brought in.  They are waving adoption fees for many of 
the cats, which includes any cat over the age of six months but the new owner will need to 
pay the cost of city license and a microchip.  

Advocates Stand Against Euthanization  :30
10/22/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday 
A group of animal activists are taking a stand against a possible policy change at one local 
shelter that could increase the amount of euthanizations.  These animal advocates stood 
outside the Central Humane Society on Sunday to show their support for the staff.  They 
held signs that said “dogs lives matter” and “adopt not shop”.  This policy falls under a care 
for capacity program that would decrease the number of animals in the shelter by 
euthanizing them.  

Central Nebraska Humane Society Closure :30
11/05/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday 
Central Nebraska Humane Society announced over the weekend that they will be closed to 
the public for the next few days.  They posted a message on Facebook, saying the 
organization will be back open on Wednesday.  In the post, the shelter says they will be 
doing some cleaning and staff development, as well as working with a group of local 



veterinarians and animal behaviorists.  The goes on to stay their goal as a shelter is to lower 
their euthanasia levels and increase adoption rates.  

Stolen Pig Discovered During DUI Arrest :30
12/10/18 Local4 Midday Monday 
A traffic stop in Hastings was anything but ordinary this weekend, when a stolen pig was discovered in 
the passenger seat.  According to Hastings police, 32 year old Katie Huston was stopped in the 1100 
block of East South Street on December 8th for a traffic violation.  Police said Huston was not only found 
to be driving under the influence of alcohol, but to also be driving a stolen vehicle with a stolen baby pig.  
HPD said the vehicle and pig came from a farm in Clay County.  Both were returned to the owner.  

Therapy Dog Makes Regular Hospital Visits :30
12/11/18 Local4 6am Tuesday 
Kathy Ripp and her therapy dog, Rowdy make rounds at CHI Health St. Francis in Grand 
Island, stopping in to visit patients.  Ripp says it’s amazing the difference a visit can make 
for everyone.  She says Rowdy loves going to schools and to the hospital.  He knows on 
Mondays when his teeth are brushed and his fur is brushed, he gets to go.  The reward is 
seeing Rowdy brighten someone’s day.  

Cat Food Recalled :20
12/11/18 Local4 5am Tuesday 
Cat owners, be sure to check your canned cat food and make sure it’s ok for your pet to eat.  
9 Lives Protein Plus canned cat food is being recalled due to possible low levels of thiamine.  
Cats fed diets low in thiamine for several weeks may be at risk for developing a thiamine 
deficiency.  Symptoms can be gastrointestinal or neurological in nature, and early signs of 
thiamine deficiency may include decreased appetite, salivation, vomiting, failure to grow 
and weight loss.  

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm
Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Fire Prevention Tips :25
10/09/18 Local4 News 5pm Tuesday
The American Red Cross and local fire departments say there are several things people 
should watch for as the weather gets colder and every family should have a fire escape plan.  
Families should teach their children how to get out of their rooms to avoid smoke inhalation.  
You can call your local fire station or the American Red Cross for a free smoke alarm.  The 
ARC says seven people die in house fires every day.  

Local Speed Limits Changing :30
10/11/18 Local4 News 5am Thursday
The Grand Island city council approved portions of South Locust Street to be raised to 65 
miles per hour, while highway 281 south of highway 34 will raise to 60 miles per hour.  Also, 
first street leaving town at Sycamore will be changed as well, to slow traffic as it leave the 
downtown area.  Traffic studies over the past two years reflect that most people already 
drive faster due to the roads design.  



Sasa Crisis Center hosts Event  :30
10/16/18 Local4 News 5 am Tuesday
Creating awareness and visibility for domestic awareness, Sasa is hosting events throughout 
October.  There will be two events for people to talk to other survivors and there will be a t-
shirt decoration table to share your story along with snacks, and materials about domestic 
awareness.  

Firefighters Warn of Carbon Monoxide Poisoning :30
10/17/18 Local4 News 5 am Wednesday 
The Grand Island fire department is warning the public of an invisible killer.  Turning on 
heaters in this cold weather provides a greater risk of carbon monoxide poisoning.  They are 
urging everyone to make sure they have properly working C-O alarm in their homes.  C-O 
poisoning symptoms are similar to the flue, so many people don’t know they have a leak in 
their home.  

More Utilities Scams Popping Up 
10/18/19 Local4 News 6 pm Wednesday 
Officials with the Hastings utilities department say they have received multiple reports of 
scammers contacting customers.  They say people are pretending to be utilities workers and 
calling customers demanding payment of bills over the phone.  Officials say it happens 
about every 2 years and have become more advanced with their methods.  

Chili with Kangaroo Meat :25
10/18/18 Local4 News 6 am Thursday 
High school students in the panhandle were served chili with kangaroo meat.  The head cook 
of Potter-Dix public schools admitted to it, telling the superintendent it’s nutritional and lean.  
The district says it is not unhealthy or dangerous but did apologize for any hard or anxiety 
this might have caused families.  As for the job status of the head cook, right now that is 
unclear.  

Kearney Baseball Field to Get New Lights :30
10/25/18 Local 4 News 6 am Thursday 
Kearney’s memorial field is getting updated with new LED lights and poles approved just this 
week by the Kearney City Council.  There will be eight steel poles with the LED lights, which 
is estimated to cost around 335,000.  This project will be paid for by the city of Kearney, but 
parks and recreation say it is a good investment.  The project should be done just in time for 
Kearny high school’s baseball team to begin practices.  

Local McDonalds Offer McDelivery :30
10/25/18 Local4 6 am Thursday 
McDonald’s partnered with UBER to bring customers in Grand Island and Kearney 
“McDelivery”.  This is done through the Uber Eats App.  After the order is placed, the food is 
double bagged, and three stickers are put on to prevent any food tampering.  Drivers will 
deliver food to people that are in a mile and half radius of each McDonald’s.  

Kearney Racist Posters :30
10/25/18 Local4 News 5 pm Thursday 
UNK students found posters with a white nationalist message posted all around campus.  
The posters read “prevent white minority by 2044”.  UNK doesn’t know who posted the 
signs, which have now been removed, they are investigating if it was a student or someone 
from off campus.  The school says they did not remove the posters for what they said, but 
that they had been posted without approval.  



Alert for Deer Mating Season :30
10/29/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday 
Drivers should be on high alert these next few weeks, because deer mating season is in full 
swing.  According to game and parks, during breeding season, bucks are actively searching 
for mates, so they may be more likely to cross a road.  They suggest honking and flashing 
your headlights to help frighten deer, but not swerving around them.  If you see one deer, 
you should assume there are others.  

Sycamore Underpass Begins Construction :30
11/06/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday 
You might be sick of all the construction in Grand Island, but there is one more heading your 
way.  This is for the 1.8 million dollar sycamore underpass project, which is set to start 
today.  There will be major work done on the storm sewer and underpass.  The construction 
will include concrete and handrail repairs.  The South Front Street Bridge will be complete 
removed and raised an inch.  John Collins, Public Works Director says the underpass is 
scheduled to be closed for ten months and there will be detours set up.  

Seven Year Old Receives Disturbing Messages on Electronic Watch :20
11/12/18 Local4 News 6 am Monday 
A Sarpy County mother fears for the safety of her two young daughters.  She is searching for 
answers after her youngest daughter received disturbing voice message on her electronic 
watch.  This pink watch on the wrist of her 7-year-old is a location and contact device for 
emergencies, and a strange, adult male luring voice had been coming through her watch.  
The mother is concerned mostly, because the first name of her daughters best friend and 
neighbor was mentioned.  The company of the watch isn’t sure how an unauthorized party 
could contact the device.  

New CT Scan Could Detect Lung Cancer Early :30
11/15/18 Local4 News 6 pm Thursday 
CHI Health St. Francis is urging people to get regular lung cancer screenings.  Lung cancer is 
one of the top four deadliest cancers in the US.  Every year nearly 160,000 people die from 
it.  But nurses at St. Francis say not nearly enough people come in for their annual scans.  
This low radiation dose CT scan can help identify lung cancer before symptoms can arise.  

Hy-Vee Offering Free Blood Screening for Diabetes Awareness Month :30
11/20/18 Local4 6 am Tuesday 
November is Diabetes Awareness Month. So to raise awareness, more than 150 Hy-Vee 
locations will be offering free hemoglobin A1C screenings throughout the month.Screenings 
in Grand Island will be Wednesday, November 21 from 8 a.m. to noon. It will be in the Hy-
Vee Healthy You Mobile. This will be done on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Local Schools Express Growing Concerns Over Bus Safety :25
11/27/18 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
School bus safety is becoming a major concern nationally, as well as here in our local 
communities, as more severe accidents occur.  Several national studies point to over 15 
million bus related violations per year.  Officials at Hastings Public Schools said the main 
problem they’ve had is with people driving around the bus while they are dropping kids off.   
A local bus driver said he sees about eight vehicle illegally drive by his bus per route.  
Shopko Closing Multiple Nebraska Stores :25
12/05/18 Local4 News 5pm Wednesday 
Shopko has announced plans to close 39 stores across the country, including multiple in 
Nebraska.  The Green Bay based retailer is closing the locations, most of them Shopko 
Hometown stores, after a liquidation sale.  The sale starts on December 7, and the stores 



are expected to close at the end of February.  Shopko currently operates 363 stores in 24 
states.  

Nebraska Health Officials Say 2 Flu Deaths Reported This Season :30
12/08/18 Local4 6 pm Saturday
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services has reported the state’s first flu-
related deaths of the current flu season.  The department said Friday that two people, both 
over 65, have died from flu-related causes.  One was from an area covered by the Lincoln-
Lancaster County Health Department and the other was from the North Central District 
Health Department region that includes the cities of Valentine, O’Neill, and Neligh.  Last 
season, 90 people died of the flu in Nebraska.  

Police See Increase in Kearney Vehicle Thefts :30
12/10/18 Local4 6pm Tuesday 
Police say car thefts in Kearney are up, more than usual, even for this time of year.  Kearney 
Police have had 37 reports of car thefts since November 1.  Capt. Kirkwood said most of the 
items stolen were small, mostly small change.  In most of the incidents, the cars were 
unlocked.  He wants everyone to be reminded that there are people out there that will take 
advantage of you.  

Scam Targets NPPD Customers :20
12/11/18 Local4 6am Tuesday 
The Nebraska Public Power District is warning customers of an ongoing scam.  Customers in 
the Norfolk area have reported receiving calls from scammers posting as representatives of 
NPPD.  These individuals claim a bill must be paid immediately of the power will be shut off.  

Kearney Radio Station Received Hoax Email Bomb Threat :30
12/13/18 Local4 midday Thursday 
A Kearney radio station Thursday was among the numerous businesses around the country 
were victims of an apparent hoax email bob threat.  Kearney police say radio station KGFW 
reported the treat about mid-afternoon.  The station was checked and found nothing 
suspicious.  The radio station general manager said the message went to the business email 
account of one of the station’s employees.  Similar threats have been reported in multiple 
state, and no devices have been located.  

GI Shoemaker School Evacuated :30
12/14/18 Local4 midday Friday 
The Grand Island Public School District issued this statement Friday morning about an 
evacuation at Shoemakers school.  “This morning we evacuated shoemaker Elementary 
student and staff due to a mechanical issue on the exterior of the building.  Students and 
staff walked to Westridge Middle School, where they waited briefly for the all clear to return 
to Shoemaker.” The shoemaker website indicates that about 300 students attend the school.  

Hastings Police Participate in “You Drink, You Drive, You Lose” Campaign :30
12/17/18 Local4 6pm Monday 
The Hastings Police Department is working to keep drunk drivers off the road this holiday 
season as part of a national campaign.  It’s called “You Drink, You Drive, You Lose”.  The 
campaign started on December 14.  More officers will be out on the streets looking for 
alcohol violations and drunk drivers.  The state gave a $6000 grant to cover over time costs 
from having extra officers out and about.  



CRIME AND PERSONAL SAFETY

Trailer Stabbing  :20
10/06/18 Local4 News at 6pm Saturday
A Grand Island man was arrested when Grand Island Police responded to the Kingswood Mobile Park 
just after 12:30 am this morning.  The 17 year old was arrested for striking another man repeatedly in the 
face with a machete.  The 26 year old man is in critical condition at CHI Health St.Francis hospital.  

Burglars Arrested :30
10/09/18 Local4 News Midday Tuesday
A passerby saw three men doing suspicious activity and led the Grand Island to an arrest.  
Their attempted burglary arrest may lead to connected crimes as GIPD Captain Jim Duering 
says their method is similar to other burglaries in the Grand Island area.  

Two Injured at Trucking Company  :20
10/10/18 Local4 News Midday Wednesday
The investigation is continuing this morning as to what caused two men to be injured on the 
job yesterday.   The two were working on cleaning out a tanker truck at Extreme Transfer, in 
Clay Center yesterday afternoon.  They were taken to Mary Lanning Healthcare in Hastings 
after the incident.  

Two Teens Convicted for Kidnapping :30
10/11/18 Local4 News at 5am  Thursday
Two teenagers could face long prison sentences after being convicted of felonies in a 
kidnapping case over the summer.  On June 4th, police found Tanner Fenton of Grand Island 
bound and gagged on a road in Grand Island.  He had been beaten and robbed.  Both teens 
involved will be sentenced next month and could get up to 100 years in prison.  

Police Warn of Winter Car Thefts: 25
10/11/18 Local4 News at 5 am Thursday
As temperatures dip below freezing at night, police are warning people not to leave their 
cars unattended while heating up.  Last year Grand Island saw over 100 cars stolen that had 
keys in the ignition and the doors were unlocked.  Police say drivers should stay in their car 
while it defrosts or find a way to lock the keys inside.  

Ricketts Son Robbed :25
10/15/18 Local4 News Midday Monday
Governor Ricketts’ son was robbed at gunpoint in Omaha on Sunday night, according to an 
Omaha police incident report.  According to the report, 19 year old Roscoe Ricketts was 
walking in the area of 64th and Underwood Avenue, around 9pm, when he was robbed at 
gunpoint by the suspect.  According to the report an IPhone 7 was stolen during the robbery.  
No arrests have been made, and the incident is still under investigation.  

14 Year Old Faces Charges for Throwing Firework :25
10/15/18 Local4 News Midday Monday
A Grand Island teenager is facing charges after police say he threw a firework into a 
classroom on Friday.  
Grand Island police said the 14 year old tossed an adult snapper on the ground, but it 
ricocheted, hitting and burning a student at Grand Island senior high.  The teen was referred 



to the Hall county attorney for second degree assault and minor possession of tobacco after 
police say vaping supplies were found on him.  

Fire Damages Home, Displaces Couple :30
10/25/18 Local 4 News Midday Thursday 
A Grand Island couple has been forced out of their home after an overnight fire.  The call 
came in just after midnight this morning as flames were seen coming from the house at 212 
East 12th Street.  According to the Grand Island fire officials, an elderly couple home at the 
time was able to get out of the house.  The front of the home was heavily damaged and Red 
Cross is assisting the family affected by the fire.  

Former Kearney Teach on Trial :30
10/25/18 Local4 News 5 pm Thursday 
A former Kearney Northeast Elementary teacher is on trial for sexually assaulting a teenage 
boy.  64 year old Eldon Haas is accused of touching the boy’s genitals while the two were 
sleeping in the same bed.  The incident happened in the 1990’s at a home owned by Haas’s 
parents near Valentine.  If convicted, he could get up to two years in prison.  At the time of 
the incident, Haas was a teacher at Northeast Elementary.  

Missing Boy Found Overnight :30
10/29/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday 
Grand Island police have found a missing child just a few hours ago.  He was subject to an 
emergency alert issued late last night.  Police were looking for a 12 year old boy with special 
needs who was lost.  Just before 3 am this morning, police announced on twitter that they 
young boy had been located.  They thanks everyone who kept their eyes out for him and 
those who checked their surveillance cameras to help in the search.  

Jack Osborne Accident :30
10/29/18 Local4 News 5pm Monday
A prominent Hastings businessman died in a car accident in rural Adams County Sunday 
evening.  According to the Adams County Sheriff’s office, a vehicle driving southbound on 
Juniata Avenue failed to stop for the stop sign at the intersection of highway 6, where it 
collided with a westbound vehicle.  Jack is the younger brother of former UNL football coach 
Tom Osborne.  

Hebron Shooting :25
10/29/18 Local4 News 5 pm Monday
A Hebron man faces felony charges in connection with a man shot and killed outside his 
home.  21 year old Michael Lewis is charged with first degree assault and use of a firearm to 
commit a felony.  The shooting happened early Saturday morning at Lewis’s home in 
Hebron.  Court recrods indicate that three men tried to get into the home.  Lewis had a 
handgun and shot two of the men.  One man died, and the other was shot and wounded and 
in critical condition.  

Grand Island Officer Assault :30
10/31/18 Local4 News Midday Wednesday



A scary incident for one Grand Island police officer after he’s struck by a car during a traffic 
stop Tuesday night.  Police say 19 year old Westley Weller of Grand Island was driving the 
vehicle and gave false information about himself but the officers were able to verify he had 
3 Hall County warrants out for his arrest.  Weller refused to exit the vehicle, then resisted 
the officer’s attempt of removing him.  Luckily officer Marquez was not seriously injured 
when Weller fled.  

Kid Gang Grand Island :20
10/31/18 Local4 News Midday Wednesday 
A 12 year old Grand Island boy is in custody after recruiting other kids into a gang.  Police 
say the juvenile had run away after removing his ankle bracelet, and when they found the 
boy he admitted to “jumping” four others into the Westside gang and then giving them blue 
bandanas afterward.  The juvenile was transported to Boys Town on four counts of unlawful 
recruitment into a gang and one count uncontrollable juvenile.  The kids recruited were male 
and female between the ages of 12 and 14.  

Grand Island Northwest Fraud :30
10/31/18 Local4 News Midday Wednesday
Several agencies in Hall County are looking into a fraud situation of a high school booster 
club.  According to police a representative with 1st National Bank reported suspicious activity 
on the bank account belonging to the Northwest 14 Karat Gold show choir’s booster club.  
The case is currently open and the Hall County Attorney’s office is leading the investigation.  

GI Police Standoff Leads to One Arrest :20
11/05/18 Local4 News 5pm Monday 
David Martin from Hastings was arrested Friday night after a standoff that happened with 
law enforcement officers tried to serve a warrant at a residence near Eddy and John streets.  
Martin surrendered eventually, after police used a so-called chemical munitions to force him 
from the residence.  Martin was one of three suspects wanted in a stolen credit card case.  
The credit card belonged to a Grand Island police officer.  He was charged with aiding and 
abetting a misdemeanor and obstruction of peace.  

Hastings Pair Arrested in Grand Island Shoplifting Case :25
11/08/18 Local4 News Midday Thursday 
Grand Island police Wednesday arrested a pair of Hastings women who may be linked to a 
string of shoplifting cases.  Police arrested Jennifer Shumacher and Ashley Menard outside 
the Kohls store in Grand Island.  A loss and prevention officer at Kohl’s told police he saw the 
pair carry merchandise out of the store without paying.  Police found Kohl’s merchandise as 
well as items from another store in their car.  Police also found drugs and drug paraphernalia 
during the arrest.  

Suspects Arrested at Gunpoint in Hastings :30
11/08/18 Local4 News Midday Thursday 
Nebraska State Patrol have arrested a California man for stealing a semi-truck in Grand 
Island and driving it to Hastings.  After initially refusing to stop, the man was arrested near 
the intersection of Burlington Avenue and 4th Street, near downtown Hastings.  Juan Carlos 
Aguilar Alvarex, 30, of California was arrested without further incident, although troopers did 
have their guns drawn to make the arrest.  

Nebraska Man Dies After Being Shot during Hunting Trip :25
11/11/18 Local4 News 6 pm Sunday 
Authorities are investigating the death of a man who was fatally shot while hunting near 
Omaha.  The Douglas County sheriff’s office says the incident happened northwest of 
Omaha around 6 pm on Saturday.  The man was accidentally shot by his adult son while 



they were climbing out of a tree stand.  Josh McArtor, 37 explaned that the pair had been 
hunting deer until sunset, when he left the stand to go over to his father’s stand to get ready 
to leave.  The rifle accidentally went off and struck Stacy McArtor, 58.  

Nobody Injured in Vehicle Fire in Grand Island :30
11/12/18 Local4 News 6 am Monday 
Grand Island Police said nobody was injured in a vehicle fire early Monday Morning.  It 
happened in the Piper and Old Potash area, which is between Garett Tires and Ryder Park.  
The GI firefighters were able to knock down the car fire.  

Toddlers Taken to Hospital After Father Assaulted Them :30
12/06/18 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Two toddlers were taken to CHI Health St. Francis in Grand Island after police said they were 
assaulted by their father on December 5th.  The two boys, ages 2 and 3 had cat scans and x-
rays for injuries including scratches and bruising on their faces and swelling of their jaws, 
and teeth marks from being bitten on the 2 year old’s right thigh.  The 3 year old had a 
handprint on the left side of his face and finger marks on his shin.  The father was arrested 
on suspicion of felony and misdemeanor child abuse.  

Holstein Woman Convicted in Rural Burglary Ring :25
12/19/18 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
One of the suspects in a 2017 burglary ring has been convicted on a felony theft charge.  
Diane Hancock, 56, had originally been charged with 34 theft and weapons charges in 
connection with the case.  This week she pleaded no contest to a single charge of theft by 
receiving stolen property.  She will be sentenced in February and could get up to 20 years in 
prison.  Two other suspects were arrested in 2-17 in connection with the quarter-million 
dollar burglary operation.  

Kearney Man Convicted in August Shooting :20
12/20/18 Local4 10pm Thursday 
A third man stands convicted for his part in an August shooting incident in Kearney.  David 
Estrada, 21 pled no contest this week to a felony charge of aiding and abetting an 
attempted robbery.  He is scheduled for sentencing February 27th and could get up to 20 
years in prison.  Estrada was connected to the shooting of Joshua Rose, 24 on August 13th in 
what police say was a robbery attempt and Rose suffered a gunshot wound to his head.  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / JOBS / MONEY MATTERS

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm
Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

KHS Alum Recruits for UNL  :25
10/16/18 Local4 News Midday Tuesday
Even when you are the biggest university in the state, you have to figure out ways to stand 
out in a crowd when it comes to student recruitment.  That’s why University of Nebraska-
Lincoln’s Chief Communication and Marketing Officer was visiting with students are her Alma 
Mater, Kearney High School, this morning and now she wants to help others follow her to 
UNL.  



Nebraska Tourism Slogan  :30
10/19/18 Local4 News 5 am Friday
The Nebraska Tourism commission unveiled a controversial new campaign.  The slogan 
reads “Honestly, it’s Not for Everyone” and many took to social media to share their 
thoughts.  Once viewer in Lincoln says “I think they’re taking a huge risk playing off things 
every person has said about this state”.  Another said “This is awful, change it.  To me it’s 
very negative and ridicules our state.” More comments say they can’t believe it’s real.  
Some of the people who had a part in the campaign discussions say it is supposed to push 
people out of their comfort zone and stand out.  

Hornady to Open New Facility  :30
10/25/18 Local4 5 am Thursday 
Hornady, a business in the community for nearly 70 years, will open a new facility in Grand 
Island.  Located 6 miles from their current location, it will be used for a distribution center, 
and some end-stage processes, allowing for the continued growth of Hornady.  An open 
house will feature Governor Ricketts, Mayor Jeremy Jensen, Senator Deb Fischer, and 
Congressman Adrian Smith.  

DPPD Eliminates Customer Service Jobs :30
10/30/18 Local4 6 pm Tuesday
Dawson Public Power District has closed its Kearney and North Platte office locations in 
response to decreased customer traffic.  The Kearney location will continue to be a line 
maintenance center, and the maintenance and construction personnel stationed at North 
Platte location will stay as well.  A customer service position has been eliminated at both 
locations.  Changes are happening due to customer traffic and more convenient ways of 
paying.  

New Firefighters  :25
11/06/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday 
The newest members of the Hastings Fire Department took the oath this weekend, 
promising to dedicate their lives to helping others.  The oath was given during a swearing in 
ceremony on Saturday.  Fire Chief Brad Starling says firefighters have a lot of traditions, like 
keeping the trucks red, and the cross they wear on their badges.  This ceremony allows their 
loved ones to pin a badge to their chest.  Wives, husbands, and children pinned the badges 
to their firefighters and Hastings welcomed a new generation of protectors.  

Sears to Close Grand Island Location 
11/08/18 Local4 News 6pm Thursday 
Major retailer Sears has announced its closing even more stores in the beginning of next 
year, and that includes the Grand Island location.  Sears Holdings is closing another 40 
stores as it aims to survive Chapter 11 bankruptcy.  The latest move affects 29 Sears 
locations and 11 Kmart locations.  Sears has estimated about 400 stores that could be 
profitable on their own if it survives bankruptcy.  Liquidation sales at the Grand Island store 
are set to begin late next week. 

Life Skills Program Key to Success :30
11/20/18 Local4 News Midday Tuesday 
People struggling with issues that may make it difficult for them to be productive members 
of their community can get help through the Horizon Recovery Center of Hastings.  A Life 
Skills program helps them along.  Their program helps with a variety of areas.  Things like 
money management, communication, anger management, and learning to cook.  Interested 
individuals can call Revive Ministries and they would be working with people from a wide 
age range.  



Innovative Prosthetics is Expanding in Hastings :30
11/26/18 Local4 News 10pm Monday 
Innovative Prosthetics is approved to continue with growth expansion plans in Hastings.  The 
city council voted unanimously for the company to move forward.  Innovative Prosthetics or 
Shabri wants to move into the old Village Inn building near the closed down Imperial Mall.  
The company makes artificial limbs, and the expansion will take place by the Hastings 
Airport so they are entitled to receive CRA money.  The expansion will bring 9 jobs to 
Hastings.  

 Hastings Author Shares Experiences in New Book  :30
12/10/18 Local4 6 am Monday 
A local author has written a book called “Backstage: Behind The Curtain” and tells the 
stories of his interactions with different entertainers throughout his 30 year career. Kent 
Theesan said it is a way to share the human side of meeting these people, adding that they 
are special moments in his life.  The two that stand out most to him are Frank Bonner and 
Rick Springfield.  There are 60 stories in the book, and you get the book by contacting him.  

ENVIRONMENT / NATURAL DISASTER / WEATHER SAFETY

Local4 Weather (On-Going, Daily)
The Local4 News & Weather team provides round the clock information on weather for 
Central Nebraska viewers, especially when it can turn severe. The Weather team issues 
Weather Alert Days to keep viewers safely ahead of the storms and informed; including 
Tornado Warnings, Severe Thunderstorm Warnings, Blizzard Warning, Fog, Ice, Flooding, 
High Winds and other Travel advisories. After the storms hit, the News/Weather team 
informs the viewers with power outage information, downed trees/limbs, dangerous driving 
conditions, closed roadways and other helpful emergency information in times of need, and 
how to help in the aftermath.

Snow Takes Down Dozens of Trees :30
10/15/18 Local4 News 5am Monday 
This weekend’s snow led to problems for first responders in our capital city.  Lincoln fire and 
rescue responded to dozens of calls yesterday involving fallen trees and powerlines.  One of 
the incidents crews responded to involved a tree that fell on two people trapping them and 
sending them to the hospital.  This not only kept crews busy all day, but it also made it 
difficult to respond to emergency situations.  

Local Auto Shop Give Safety Tips for Driving Through Snow :20
11/08/18 Local4 News 6 pm Thursday 
The first heavy snow in the Tri-cities brought more than just snow and ice, as many 
accidents have been reported in the area.  The Hastings Police Department said they 
received 16 accident calls this afternoon.  Pat’s Auto Repair and Towing responded to 
several of the accident calls this afternoon.  Workers there have some safety tips for drivers 
this winter season.  They say people need to slow down and have to drive for the conditions.  
Slush is as bad or worse as ice is, and people think slush isn’t slick.  They also add always 
check tire pressure and make sure the tred is working.  Always check your coolant, exhaust 
and car battery, and to have a full tank of gas.  

Street Department Works to Conserve Resources While Clearing Roads :25
11/27/18 Local4 6 pm Tuesday 



The latest winter storm certainly put a blanket of snow across the Tri-cities and in Grand 
Island the street department came out in force to keep the roads clear as best they could.  
They watch to see how the salt works before they decide to take out the plows.  The storm 
used about 70 tons of salt, the storage bin holds around 900 tons and keeping on top of salt 
use is a big part of the job.  Salt can have a negative effect on the roads, so they Street 
Department tries to avoid it if they can.  They say this storm went according to paln for the 
most part, and the wind played a big role in how they salted the roads and when they would 
bring the plows out.  
Kearney, GI, and other Central Nebraska Communities Issue Snow Emergencies
11/30/18 Local4 Midday Friday 
Two of the three cities in the tri-cities have already declared snow emergencies, ahead of 
this weekend’s forecasted snow storm, and other are starting to come in.  While snow 
emergencies are in effect, no vehicles can be parked on the show emergency routes.  
Parked or abandoned vehicles on emergency routes can otherwise be ticketed and/or towed 
by the city.  

Norfolk Industrial Plants Cause Additional Snowfall :30
12/03/18 Local4 6pm Monday 
Two industrial plants in Norfolk caused a band of snow that stretched almost all the way to 
Crete.  The National Weather Service in Omaha said it was monitoring a narrow band of 
snow that was originating near Norfolk. It later confirmed that the steam from the plants 
produced enough moisture and warmth to create the snow.  Some reports had snowflakes 
measuring as large as one inch, and just east of Madison, reports of an additional 2 inches of 
snowfall was reported.  

FAMILY / EDUCATION / YOUTH SAFETY

Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups 

Fallen Veterans Display :25
Local4 News at 5am Thursday
A special display has made its way to the halls of St. Cecilia high school.  The “remembering 
our fallen” display shows the pictures of soldiers who have lost their lives in the war on 
terror.  One of the men who is displayed there used to walk those halls himself.  Students 
say that seeing the photos and belongings of the soldiers make it seem more real to them.  

Community Schools Come to Lincoln Elementary :30
10/12/18 Local4 News at 6am Friday
Grand Island Public Schools are starting a pilot program at Lincoln Elementary to help provide resources 
to families.  Community schools will give necessary services to parents which include basic life support 



classes, working with the library, medical checks, and financial literacy.  School officials say this program 
will help get parents more involved in their child’s school life.  

Grand Island Gear Up for Grant  :30
10/15/18 Local4 News at 5pm Monday 
Grand Island Public Schools are gearing up for a multi-million dollar grant.  The money will 
refocus education efforts starting at the middle school level.  This program will also change 
the learning behaviors and expectations of the students as well as their teachers.  

Five Area Schools Part of Fellowship :30
10/17/18 Local4 News at 6 pm 
Teachers at four elementary schools in Grand Island will be undergoing some professional 
growth thanks to a $60,000 fellowship.  Newell, Knickrehm, Gates and Engleman 
elementaries have been selected to receive $15,000 each for targeted professional 
development.  The fellowship is an intensive and collaborative effort aimed at improving 
literacy for students pre-kindergarten to third grade.  Chapman elementary in the Northwest 
District also made the list of $15,000 recipients.  

State Pushed for Child Welfare :25
10/19/18 Local4 News at 6 am Friday 
Nebraska’s Child Welfare System is aiming to keep children with their families at all costs.  
As the agency is moving forward with a new approach to child welfare cases.  The plan was 
outlined as part of a series of meetings held throughout the state.  The new approach 
encourages case workers to spend more time with at risk families.  It aims to discuss 
solutions to their problems and work with them to create a network of positive influences, 
such as relatives or neighbors.  

Look At The Moon :30
10/19/18 Local4 News at 6 am Friday
The Hastings college observatory is hosting a viewing party this Saturday with four 
telescopes on hand, including one lovingly called “Big Bertha”.  The night has been 
celebrated since 2010, in September or October around the first quarter phase. 

Kearney World Affairs  :30
10/22/18 Local4 News at 5 pm Monday 
Students and staff at UNK are learning firsthand how to become advocates in their 
communities.  The conference this year is called “The World in Crisis: A Call to Activism”.  
University officials say the goal is to give students new perspectives on challenges faced 
around the world, and what they can do to help.  The hope is that students can take the 
information they learned today and apply it in their future careers.  

Youth Lead Movement for Tobacco Prevention :25
11/05/2018 Local4 News 6 pm Sunday 
A group of teens working to end tobacco use among their peers and promote advocacy with 
a youth-led movement.  Their movement is called No Limits, and are trying to take a stand 
against Big Tobacco, and lessen the impact tobacco companies have on their peers.  They 
expose and oppose the manipulative marketing tactics that the tobacco industry has an 
influence on against teens here in Nebraska.  

Local Family Opens Their Arms to Children in Need :25
11/16/18 Local4 News Midday Friday 



People all over the tri-cities will be celebrating National Adoption Day, this Saturday, 
including one family i/n Hastings who have been greatly impacted by adoption. Chris and 
Stephanie Shade have eight children, five of whom are adopted and have special needs.   
They said they weren’t sure they wanted kids at all in the beginning, let alone eight.  But 
they said they wouldn’t have it any other way.   It wasn’t until after the children had grown 
that they realized they had special needs.  She said the path has been a journey of 
discovery, and the couple sold a Corvair that he and his wife drove on their wedding day to 
pay off their adoption costs. 

Adoptive Family Spending First Christmas Together :30
11/17/18 Local4 10pm Monday 
There still plenty of kids out there in need of foster and adoptive parents.  For the Johnson 
household who were foster parents, adoption was not part of the plan.  When reunification 
doesn’t work out, foster families sometimes decide to adopt.  Nebraska Family Services 
recommends the kids continue to have a relationship with their biological families when 
possible.  

Wood River Family Copes After Fire Destroys Home :30
11/19/18 Local4 News 6 pm Monday 
Two volunteer firefighters from Wood River are dealing with a tragic loss after a fire 
destroyed their home.  Chris and Faith Young were in Kansas for a UNK football game, and 
when they came home, they found something no one ever wants to see.  Smoke was rolling 
out of their roof and they realized their house was on fire.  They have 8 children between 
them, and all were safe.  They lost four animals in the fire and they are devastated that they 
have lost their home and feel terrible for their children.  The Cairo, Wood River, and Alda 
Volunteer Fire Departments all responded to the call.  

YMCA Stem Grant :25
11/27/18 Local4 News 5 am Tuesday 
The Hastings YMCA is building a stem into their programs after receiving a $10,000 grant.  
Teachers have been learning how to use these kits for the past two weeks.  Each one comes 
packed with different cards and activities for kids, depending on age.  Younger kids will learn 
how to put things together, and the older kids will focus more on technology.  So far they 
have about 200 k ids enrolled for class.  

Recall: Infant Liquid Ibuprofen Sold at Walmart, CVS, and Family Dollar 
12/06/18 Local4 6 am Thursday 
Tris Pharma, Inc. is recalling three lots of infant liquid ibuprofen sold at Walmart, CVS, and 
Family Dollar Stores.  The products affected are sold under brand names, and the recalled 
lots of product have been found to potentially have higher concentrations of ibuprofen.   The 
release added there is a slight possibility that a higher potency could cause infants to 
develop permanent renal or kidney injuries.  

Teen Vaping Rate Increases :30
12/19/18 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
The teen smoking rate has declined to about 4 percent, the teen vaping rate has increased 
significantly.  A recent study by Monitoring the Future found a 78 percent increase in high 
schoolers e-cigarette use form 2017.  It’s a new fad and it grabs teen’s attention and it also 
has flavors, and 60 percent of teens believe e-cigs cause little to no harm.  There haven’t 
been any studies yet about long term effects of vaping. 



HEALTH & FITNESS / HEALTHCARE 

Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups.

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money - This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Leyton Athlete Loses Foot from Football Injury :30
10/17/18 Local 4 News 7 am Wednesday 
A severe knee location while being tackled in a football game left a junior from Leyton High 
School having to have his foot amputated.  A surgeon who first examined Drew thought it 
was a torn ACL.  After receiving a CAT scan, they found out his popliteal artery was severly 
damaged and Drew was life flighted to Denver.  The Haley family says that even thought 
this was a hard situation to endure, it has brought their family and community closer.  

Grand Island Opioids Grants :20
10/17/18 Local4 News 5pm Wednesday 
This morning the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services received an 
additional 10.9 million dollars for opioid prevention and response.  Local organizations use 
that money to help fight the issue here at home.  One group that benefits from these funds 
is the Central Nebraska Council on Alcoholism and Addictions.  They use the money to have 
educational programs to teach people of the dangers of opioids.  

Medical Professionals Recommend Getting a Flu Shot :30
12/17/18 Local4 6pm Monday 
Nurses at the South Heartland District Health Department said the number of flu cases in 
the area has been pretty average this year.  But htat could change come January.  That’s 
when more people tend to get the flu.  They said that is because more kids are turning to 
school and adults to work after the holiday vacation.  As that time approaches, medical 
professionals are encouraging people to consider getting a flu shot before they travel to see 
friends and family.  The flu is caused by the influenza virus and is often mistaken for the 
common cold or stomach flu.  



POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Postal Workers Protest :25
10/08/18 Local4 News at 10pm Monday
A group of local postal union members are protesting against a Trump administration proposal that would 
privatize the US Postal Service.  Postal Workers stood outside Congressman Adrian Smith’s office 
holding signs that said “save America’s Postal Service”.  They say their goal is to educate the public 
about the plan, and how it would affect the community.  

Leadership Organization Teaches how to be a City Leader :20
10/12/18 Local4 News 6 am Friday 
A group of people that hope to make Grand Island a better place, gathered at city hall to 
take place in the Leadership Tomorrow conference.  They met with local government 
officials, including Mayor Jeremy Jensen, to learn what it is like to keep the communit 
running.  Organizers say hearing how the city works helps people understand how they play 
a part in it.  

Senator Ben Sasse on Face of the Nation :30
10/15/18 Local4 Midday Monday 
Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse was on Face The Nation yesterday morning to discuss his new 
book as well as the current political climate.  He says the disconnect among Amercian 
people is not in politics, but instead is due to technology.  Sasse says that people are not 
developing close community relationships they once had, and are suffering socially as a 
result.  He says that Americans need to focus more on “past versus future” as opposed to 
“right versus left”.  

Growing the “Diamond of Grand Island” :30
10/17/18 Local4 News 5 am Wednesday 
Grand Island mayor, Jeremy Jensen, sayd the time is now to talk about what needs to 
happen at Fonner Park.  During last nights council work session fonner park, Nebraska State 
Fair, and Grow Grand Island officials were all present.  They discussed growth, 
improvements, financial gains and losses and how to increase the number of people 
attending events at Fonner Park.  Nebraska State Fair officials are looking to build a new 
venue for state fair concerts.  

GI Wheel Tax Toss :30
10/25/18 Local4 News 5pm Wednesday 
While some are concerned about certain tax proposals in Grand Island, others don’t see 
them to be much of a problem.  The debate about Grand Island’s half-cent sales tax 
continues, and this time between city workers.  This comes after Mayoral candidate, Roger 
Steele announced he would not renew the wheel tax, if the sales tax passes after the 
election.  But if the sales tax increase fails, the city will need the wheel tax revenue.  

Aging Hall County Board :30



10/30/18 Local4 News 5 pm Tuesday
The Midland Area Agency on again is adding a section that some supervisors say is a 
violation to their First Amendment Rights.  Each county appoints representatives to sit on 
Midland’s Board, Hall County appoints three.  The new section restricts board members from 
speaking on behalf of the agency on official matters, and would all the board to request the 
removal of its members.  The reason behind the bylaw change is to make sure official 
numbers and information about programs and services are being presented to the 
community accurately.  

Ricketts Fires Nebraska Official for Not Stopping Harassment :30
11/01/18 Local4 News midday Thursday 
Governor Pete Ricketts has fired a state agency director who allegedly failed to address 
complaints that a temporary employee bullied and discriminated against women.  Ricketts 
announced the dismissal Thursday of Byron Diamond, director of the Department of 
Administrative Services.  Diamond had received numerous complaints that the employee 
was acting combative and disrespectful toward female co-workers and was told to deal with 
the problem, but did not do so.   Ricketts says he was angry and disappointed with the 
handling and had an investigation.  

GI Election Setup :25
11/05/18 Local4 News 5 pm Monday 
Early voted ended just a few minutes ago and now people in the Hall County election’s office 
are getting ready for the big Election Day.  The Hall County Commissioner says they are 
expecting a high voter turnout this year, based on the high number of early voters.  You can 
go to the voter check register on the Secretary of State website to find your polling site, and 
the particular races that will be on your ballet.  Polls open at 8 am Tuesday morning.  

Parking Expanded at Grand Island Library in Time for Election :20
11/06/18 Local4 News 7 am Tuesday 
The Grand Island library parking lot has expanded, just in time for Election Day.  The library 
will serve as a polling place on Tuesday, November 6 for 2018 Midterm Election.  The entire 
south half of its parking lot will be available to voters and patrons.  This updated renovation 
will now double the number of available parking spaces.  Inside the library, renovation has 
also proceeded to the point that its meeting room can be used for the election.  

Grand Island Searching for New City Administrator :30
11/08/18 Local4 News 6pm Thursday 
Now that the election is over and a new mayor in Grand Island is to take office, City 
Administrator Marlon Ferguson had announced his retirement.  Ferguson has been city 
administrator since mayor Jeremy Jensen took office and another period in the late 
90’s/early 2000’s.  Ferguson says he will stay on and help the new administrator adjust to 
the job before he leaves.  He says he also hopes to wrap up some projects before 
retirement.  The city is doing a national search for a replacement but hope to find someone 
locally who understand the city. 

VOLUNTEERISM/ COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/DIVERSITY

Salvation Army (On-going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Wednesdays



Interviews with the Salvation Army weekly  to discuss volunteer opportunities as well as 
needs within the community that viewers can donate to.

Church Collects Winter Donations :20
10/05/18 Local4 News at 6am Friday
Saint Leo’s Parish in Grand Island is collecting gently used coats, hats, gloves, and boots of all sizes.  
This is the 15th annual event and last year they gave more than one thousand coats to people in need, 
and so far, they have already received a large amount of donations.  

Revelations Car Show :20
10/06/18 Local4 News at 6pm Saturday 
The invasion of the Island Show at Fonner Park welcomed trucks, car, and motorcycles to compete in a 
number of competitions.  Members of the group pride themselves on being from diverse backgrounds, 
and the goal of the group is to be a positive part of the Grand Island Community.  

Harvest of Harmony Parade :25
10/06/18 Local4 News at 6pm Saturday
The Harvest of Harmony parade brought bands, floats, and thousands of people to the streets of 
downtown Grand Island.  Marching bands from all around the state come to be judged on their 
performance they have been practicing for months.  Many organizations come out to see the members of 
the community.  

Project Connect :30
10/09/18 Local4 News Midday Tuesday
Project Connect will be providing essential supplies and services at their annual event that goes a long 
ways to help individuals and families in need in the tri-cities.  This year they have changed their name 
from Project Homeless Connect to Project Connect so show the larger scope of their services and who 
they provide them to.  The annual event is on October 25 at the GI Free Church.  

New Twist on the Odd Couple 2:30
10/11/18 Local4 News Midday Thursday
Things will look a little different when Hastings Community Theatre presents the Odd Couple 
with female charcters.  Roles originally played by men are now women.  Director Donna 
Hastings says this presentation is going to bring the laughs.  Delivering a light hearted play 
during such a serious time in the world right now helps people escape for a few hours and 
watch their show.   

Hastings Fire begins 2018 Operation Warm Campaign :30
10/12/18 Local4 News 6 am Friday 
Local firefighters are once again making sure people stay warm this winter with the kickoff 
of their annual operation warm coat drive.  The coats they are purchasing are made out of 
recycled plastic common in bottles.  The variety of colors available and a place to put a 
name makes the coat more personal and can give kids a sense of ownership and value.  

Prairie Lights Film Festival :30
10/14/18 Local4 News 6pm Sunday
Filmmakers from all across Nebraska presented their independent films at the 6th annual 
Prairie Lights Film Festival.  The festival ran Friday through Sunday at the Grand Theater in 
Grand Island.  It is not a competition, but a way to celebrate filmmakers in Nebraska.  
Directors said the goal of the festival is to promote Nebraska, and filmmakers all over the 
state.  



Heartland United Way Campaign Announcement  :50
10/17/18 Local4 News 7 am Wednesday 
The Heartland United Way kicked off their campaign this morning as they announced their 
annual fundraising event.  The organization announced in a press conference event its goal 
of raising 1.4 million dollars for the 2018-2019 campaign year.  Money raised helps the 
organization and support 19 nonprofits in Hall, Hamilton, Howard and Merrick counties.  

Mosaic and Crossroads :30
10/22/18 Local4 News 5 pm Monday 
Two local nonprofits will be sharing a building in Hastings.  The Crossroads Center and 
Mosaic in Central Nebraska will use the building at 702 West 14th Street.  Crossroads is a 
recovery center for the homelss and Mosaic is a faith based organization for people with 
intellectual disabilities.  The Hastings City Council last month approved the arrangement, 
although there was some opposition from the public.  

School Hosts 2nd Annual Craft Fair :30
10/29/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday
Zion Lutheran School had their second annual craft fair Sunday.  This year they combined 
their fall program for kids with a fall vendor show.  30 different vendors were there, selling 
anything from clothing to jewelry to Christmas themed crafts.  The fundraiser is a way for 
parents to raise money for kids and teachers throughout the year to do activities as well as 
provide educational materials.  

Adams Central High School Holding Veterans Day Program :30
10/30/18 Local4 News Midday Tuesday
Adams Central high is involved as it has been a tradition for several years.  They invite 
veterans to come and be a part of the Vets program event.  There will be a lunch, music, 
barbershop quartet, a band will play a salute, years past it has been an honoring event and 
the praises will continue this year.  

GIPS Stadium :25
10/31/18 Local4 News Midday Wednesday
Grand Island Public Schools is making progress on their Memorial Stadium campaign, all 
thanks to one donor.  The renovation or the stadium comes after an alum donated 10 million 
dollars to the campaign.  The West side will be completely torn down, and will almost double 
the amount of permanent seating at the facility to more than 5,000 seats.  The historical 
East side will also get an update but will stay intact.  

Paint an Ambulance :20
10/31/18 Local4 News 5 pm Wednesday
Good Samaritan hospital held a new kind of fundraiser to raise money for their cancer 
center.  People got the chance to splash, smear, and decorate an ambulance with paint.  
Paramedics say they just wanted to do something different and getting to vandalize an 
emergency vehicle is definitely unique.   The donations collected will go towards bags full of 
items that are given to chemo patients.  

Grand Island Cemetary :25
11/01/18 Local4 News 5 am Thursday 
Volunteers with the Hall and Merrick County Historical Societies ae working to find unmarked 
graves in a local cemetary.  Volunteers have found 700 unmarked graves at the East Grand 
Island Cemetery.  They discovered 25 rows of graves, marking each one with a cross.  They 
then put a flag by each grave, and used a brick as a way to mark the location.  The societies 



say they have gone through 10 of the 25 rows so far, and say they could find up to 1800 
unmarked graves by the time they finish.  

Kearney Singer :30
11/01/18 Local4 News 6 am Thursday 
If you ever hope to play big arenas and stadium shows, you need to start at the grassroots 
level.  Once such artist, who is out on the road right now, starting with local venues and 
dreaming of more, will be playing in Kearney.  Singer/songwriter Dave Tomkins is kicking off 
a November Midwest tour tonight at Gillies bar in Kearney.

Vets Parade :20
11/05/18 Local4 News 5 am Monday 
This Sunday, Veterans will be honored for their service to our country.  Just this past 
weekend, one Central Nebraska community got the celebration started off with a parade to 
say thank you.  Military service men and women walked the streets of downtown Hastings as 
community members turned out to show their support.  One veteran says having Veterans 
Day is important.  It is nice for the vets to feel cared for and appreciated by the community.  

KPD Chief :25
11/05/18 Local4 News Midday Monday 
Breaking News out of Kearney where a new Police Chief has been selected.  Kearney city 
manager Michael Morgan announced a few minutes ago that the city has a new Police Chief, 
Bryan Waugh, who comes to Kearney from LaVista where he was police captain.  Waugh 
starts January 2nd and replaced former Chief Dan Lynch who retired last month.  

Cultural Festival Promotes Diversity and Relationships :30
11/11/18 Local4 News 6pm Sunday
The Multicultural Student Union at Hastings College hosted their 9th annual Cultural Festival 
Sunday.  The event showcased a wide variety of cultures to college students and the 
community.  The goal was to promote diversity and inclusiveness, as well as to create 
relationships between neighbors.  People at the event enjoyed some colorful performances 
by dance groups of different Latin origins.  They also go to experience ethnic music and 
food.  

Celebration of Lights Kicks off Holiday Season :30
11/15/18 Local4 News 6pm Thursday 
The holiday season has begun for those in Hastings as the Celebration of Lights welcomes 
Christmas cheer.  Hundreds of people lined the streets of downtown for a chance to catch a 
glimpse of Santa or ride the train.  Kids stared up at the lights in wonder and parents 
watched with a twinkle in their eye as their children performed on stage.  Some said the 
lights have become a part of their holiday traditions.  

Hastings Museum Educates Youth on Native American Culture :30
11/15/18 Local4 News 6pm Thursday 
Hundreds of school kids descended upon Hastings Thursday all to learn about the many 
Native American tribes across the U.S.  The Hastings Museum held its annual Native 
American Festival and kids got a chance to take workshops and watch traditional Lakota 
dances.  Museum organizers say even though Nebraska has a rich native history, many kids 
don’t know much about them.  

Grand Island Gets Holiday Decorations in Place :30
11/19/18 Local4 News 6pm Monday 



Grand Island city workers are getting people in the holiday spirit as they set up the 
Christmas tree at City Hall.  Workers with the Grand Island Utilities and Parks and Recreation 
Department went to pick up the tree at a Grand Island residence earlier Monday morning.  
The tree reaches 36-feet high and was originally 42-feet tall before it was cut down.  Anyone 
can apply to have their tree used as the main Christmas tree for downtown.  Grade school 
kids make the ornaments and the tree stays up until New Years.  

Church Store Helps People With Fair Trade Items :30
12/08/18 Local4 5 pm Saturday 
Hastings has a little known secret tucked away in the First Presbyterian Church.  There is a 
store that sells fair trade items to help people in the third world counties.  The Hands Around 
the World store has been open for over 20 years and it is usually only open on Sundays 
before and after service.  Saturday it opened its doors to let moe people come and buy 
items that can benefit someone miles away.  Manager, Pamela Lainson says the funds go 
back to the artisans for children to go to school, to have people become self-sufficient is 
really one of the main goals.  The little bit of profit the church makes from the store goes 
towards helping people locally.  

Local Church Bring Back Tradition of St. Nicholas :25
12/15/18 Local4 5 pm Saturday 
One local church in Hastings is carrying on a tradition where Santa started as Old St. 
Nicholas.  Peace Luther Church hosts breakfast with St. Nicholas every year.  St. Nicholas 
comes in to teach about his story and how giving is the meaning of Christmas.  Church 
members say breakfast with St. Nick is something many people look forward to.  

Salvation Army Prepares for “Toy Town” :30
12/16/18 Local4 6pm Sunday
The Salvation Army said “Toy Town” is all set up for their annual event, which has over 750 
toys and takes place on Monday.  This event has been around for 40 years and they said this 
is their biggest year yet and even maxed out at 250 kids.  All the room of the Salvation Army 
are currently filled with toys.  Each room is dedicated to a certain age group, with toys 
appropriate for kids that age.  Volunteers will bring families through the rooms and get one 
board game, two stocking stuffers and three toys for each child.  

St. Leo’s Youth Group Fundraiser :25
12/16/18 Local4 6pm Monday
A youth group at St. Leo’s Catholic Church is fundraising for a missions trip out of town in 
hopes of helping other communities in need.  The kids helped put on a craft fair Sunday to 
raise money for a trip to Chicago this summer.  People could enjoy soup and cinnamon rolls, 
and browse through a variety of crafts to buy.  Twenty youth group members will be heading 
to Chicago this summer for the missions trip.  The kids will be there for one week doing 
different types of volunteer work.  

Community Driven Keeps Giving, December Winner :25
12/20/18 Local4 Midday Thursday 
The group that followed the clues ended up at Conestoag Mall in Grand Island, where the 
Dinsdale truck was parked Thursday.  When the cards were drawn, Karen Kropp with the 
Jack winning the highest card.  She donated this month’s winning amount of $500 to the 
Grand Island community Foundations, Greg Bostleman Arboretum Fund.  The next sighting 
of the truck will be January 17th.



KSNB PSAs PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT
OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

Topic of PSA (varying lengths of: 10, :15, :20, and :30)     # of Times Aired

4th Quarter PSA Totals KSNB NSNB

Alcohol & Drugs 15 117

Animal Welfare 7 72

Consumer Protection 40 87

Education 202 317

Environment/Ag 49 84

Family/Community 290 450

Health & Fitness 122 103

Military/Government 53 81

Safety 83 144

Outdoors/Recreation/Tourism 115 156

Volunteerism/Donations 176 269

Kid Targeted 284 455

Employment/Public Files 161 115


