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1st Quarter 2021
Issues Programming

PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

On KSNB (KNHL DT2)
LOCAL4 TODAY AT 5AM & 6AM             Monday thru Friday                                         5:00a-
7:00a
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 11:30              Monday thru 
Friday                                        11:30a-12:00p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 5PM                            Sunday thru Friday & Sunday                        5:00p-
5:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 6PM                            Monday thru Saturday                                    6:00p-
6:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 10PM                          Monday thru Sunday                                      10:00p-
10:35p

Also on KSNB DT2 (KNHL DT1, KOLN/KGIN DT3)
NEBRASKA NEWS                    Monday thru Friday                                     
11:00-11:30p
Pure Nebraska                                             Monday thru Friday                                          10:30p-11p

All of the above programs are locally produced News programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issue-related Feature stories.  

Webchannel/Mobile/Streaming/Aps:  Central Nebraska has a place to go for local news and 
information online and on the go.  As more people turn to alternative means for information on 
a daily basis, people can count on KSNB-TV (KSNBLocal4.com) to be the local news and 
information leader on all platforms.  Local4's website is an important source of local news stories 
of all kinds, emergency information, severe weather, amber alerts, community information, 
public service, and other resources. Local4's various digital platforms also feature live streaming 
throughout the day whether a scheduled newscast, or breaking news or weather of local 
importance, and also meet online closed captioning requirements. 

Regular Syndication Program: Full Court Press w/Greta Van Sustren Sunday 6:30-
7:00am

Regular NBC Network News Programs Carried by KSNB:
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:00-
4:30am
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:30-
5:00am
TODAY SHOW                                                  Monday thru Friday                    7:00-
11:00am
NBC NIGHTLY NEWS                                            Monday thru Sunday                  5:00-
5:30pm
SATURDAY TODAY SHOW                                  Saturdays                                    7:00-9:00am
SUNDAY TODAY SHOW                                       Sundays                                      7:00-8:00am
MEET THE PRESS            Sundays                      8:00-9:00am



All of the above programs are network news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, sports 
and issue-related Feature stories.   

All KSNB Newscasts are closed captioned for the hearing impaired.  Station conducts 
all weekly random EAS tests as well as monthly scheduled test in preparation of 
needed emergency announcements. Station airs Public File and Children's 
Programming Report spots as required. 

Examples of stories providing treatment of significant community issues this Quarter.

ALCOHOL & DRUGS

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money - This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing new

Hall County’s Drive Sober Get Pulled Over Campaign :30
01/05/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
The Hall County Sheriff’s Office has released their numbers for the Drive Sober or Get Pulled 
Over campaign. In the closing days of the last year spanning from December 18 to January 
1, officers wrote 34 total citations as part of their campaign. In total, Hall County Deputies 
worked 32 hours of selective enforcement overtime thanks to the $1,800 grant awarded 
through the Nebraska’s Department of Transportation (NDOT) Highway Safety Office. 13 
citations for speeding, 2 citations for reckless driving, 2 arrests for Driving Under the 
Influence of alcohol, 1 citation for Open Alcohol Container in a vehicle, 1 citation for 
Possession of Marijuana, and 1 citation for Driving During Suspension.

Several Controlled Substances and Gun Found in I-80 Stop :30
01/13/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested a South Carolina man after locating 
several controlled substances and a firearm during a traffic stop Tuesday on Interstate 80. 
The driver, Kenneth Peek, 34, of Lexington, South Carolina, was arrested for four charges of 
possession of a controlled substance, possession of marijuana – more than one pound, 
possession with intent to deliver, carrying a concealed weapon, and possession of a firearm 
during a drug violation. Peek was lodged in Lincoln County Jail.

Troopers Locate 35 Pounds of Marijuana Hidden in Tires :30
01/14/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 



An NSP K9 detected the odor of a controlled substance coming from the vehicle. Troopers 
then searched the vehicle and located several inflated tires in the cargo area of the SUV. 
NSP said troopers could hear something moving inside the tires when the tires were 
removed from the cargo area. Troopers then located 35 pounds of marijuana contained in 
packages inside the tires.

Grand Island Juveniles with Marijuana and Amphetamines Take Car for Joyride :30
01/19/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday
According to Grand Island police, the incident happened on Saturday. Police said a parent of 
one of the children called police notifying them that their son had ran away and stolen her 
vehicle. Officers attempted to contact the three boys who were seen running from the 
vehicle near O’Flannagan Street. Police said the three were located a short time later and 
arrested. A search of the vehicle was conducted, and Amphetamine/Dextroamphetamine 
release capsules were located in the vehicle along with marijuana and paraphernalia.

State Patrol Stops California Man in Drug Bust on I-80 :30
01/28/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) have arrested a California man after locating 
60 pounds of marijuana during a traffic stop on Interstate 80 in York County. At 
approximately 3:30 p.m. Wednesday, a trooper observed an eastbound Mitsubishi Outlander 
following a semi too closely on I-80 near Bradshaw, at mile marker 348. During the traffic 
stop, the trooper became suspicious of criminal activity. A search of the vehicle revealed 60 
pounds of marijuana inside the vehicle.

Man Arrested for Intent to Sell Marijuana :30
02/01/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
Grand Island police officers approached a suspicious car Saturday evening in a convenience 
store parking lot on North Eddy Street. The car attempted to leave before being stopped by 
police. According to police, one of the three people in the car had a bag that included eight 
smaller bags with individual amounts of marijuana. There was also loaded handgun in the 
car, as well as items that indicated an intent to sell the drugs. Mach Pathot was arrested for 
possession of marijuana with intent to distribute while in possession of a firearm, as well as 
possession of money during a drug transaction and two out-of-county warrants. The driver of 
the car was also cited for possession of marijuana.

Grand Island Man to Federal Prison for Drug Weapons Crime 
02/08/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
A Grand Island man arrested after an drug task force investigation is going to spend a long 
time in federal prison. The U.S. Attorney Monday announced that Elias Mendoza, 25, was 
sentenced for convictions on three counts of distribution of methamphetamine and one 
count of being a felon in possession of a firearm. A federal judge sentenced Mendoza to 11 
years and eight months for the drug conviction and 10 years for the weapons charge. 
Mendoza will serve the sentences in federal prison concurrently, or at the same time.

Seward County Deputy Receives Dose of Narcan on Traffic Stop :30
03/02/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
During the traffic stop, the deputy smelled alcohol on the driver’s breath. The driver, 21-
year-old Christian Munoz of Grand Island was arrested for 1st Offense DUI. A search of the 
vehicle and other occupants lead to the deputies locating a baggie containing a white 
powder, which deputies suspected to be a controlled substance. The subjects in the vehicle 
became volatile and refused to cooperate with law enforcement. An altercation ensued 
between the deputies and one of the passengers of the vehicle. During the altercation, one 
Seward County Deputy was exposed to the suspicious powdery substance. A York County 



Deputy administered Narcan at the scene and was able to keep the deputy stable until 
emergency personnel arrived. The deputy was taken to Seward Memorial Hospital where he 
was treated and released.

NSP Keeping Watch for Impaired Drivers on St. Patrick’s Day :30
03/16/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) will be on patrol for impaired drivers during a 
special St. Patrick’s Day enforcement campaign. NSP joins numerous law enforcement 
agencies across Nebraska and throughout the country in urging everyone to have a sober 
driver this St. Patrick’s Day. The campaign runs on Wednesday, March 17, and includes 
troopers from across Nebraska. This effort includes high-visibility patrols throughout the 
state in an effort to reduce serious injury or fatality crashes. This enforcement effort is made 
possible thanks in part to a grant for $8,083 from the Nebraska Department of 
Transportation – Highway Safety Office.

Overstaying Welcome at Airbnb Ends in Drug Bust :30
03/18/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
A couple who overstayed their welcome at a Grand Island Airbnb are now in jail facing a long 
list of charges, including possession of methamphetamine with intent to distribute. Police 
were called to the apartment in the 200 block of South Plum Street after a cleaning person 
suspected they were still there past their agreed time. The person also saw drug 
paraphernalia in the living room. When the owner arrived, he asked police to check to see if 
the people were still in the apartment. Police found Kristina Gomez and a man who identified 
himself as Ruben Duran, Jr. It was later determined that the man’s real name is Alvaro 
Nunez-Nunez. Police found five-ounces of methamphetamine, which they describe as a 
significant amount and well over what would be considered an amount for personal use only.

ANIMAL WELFARE / PET SAFETY

Star Over Rover (On-Going)
Local4 Today at 6am   Weekly
Interview on News 5 Today on Wednesdays we feature an animal weekly that is in need of a 
good home plus tips/advice on how to better take care of your own pets.

Heartland Pet Connection (On-Going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Fridays 
Interview on News 5 at 11:30am on Wednesdays with the Heartland Pet Connection.  Tips and 
advice
on how to take care of your pets.  An animal that needs a good home is also featured.

Exeter Cattle Feeder Sent to Prison for Animal Neglect :30
01/13/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday
Two years ago, 200 cattle were found dead on an Exeter man’s feedlot. Now he’s going to 
prison for trying to sell cattle he didn’t own and for cruelty to animals. A judge sentenced 
Aaron Ogren, 32, to 15-20 years in prison for theft by unlawful taking. He was sentenced to 
a total of 16 years in prison on those counts, which prison terms will be served concurrently, 
or at the same time, as the sentence for the theft charge. 



Dozens of Cats Die in House Fire :30
02/01/21 Local4 6pm Monday
A non-profit organization in Chappell, Nebraska is asking for help after a devastating loss. In 
the early morning hours Friday, January 29, a fire destroyed the headquarters of Nebraska 
Loves Cats. The co-founder escaped with some of the cats and kittens, but over 40 could not 
be saved. Now, the organizers need help paying for the care of those rescued. In North 
Platte, four ginger kittens are safe and in foster care. There is a special “Amazon Wish List” 
where donations of food, litter, and supplies can be ordered and shipped directly to the 
foster family.

Start Over Rover Celebrates 10 Years of Service :30
02/07/21 Local4 5pm Sunday
Start Over Rover is celebrating 10 years of being in the business of helping animals across 
Nebraska. One of the founders took time to reflect on the decade of growth. It all started 
with a goal to help animals in the Hastings community. It quickly turned into more than just 
fostering pets. By the end of the spring, Halbert and the other founders rented a space to 
house more animals. By the end of the year they had the building they’re in now. They 
wanted to be a shelter that any healthy animal could wait for their forever home in.

Keeping Horses Warm and Ready for Another Racing Season :30
02/17/21 Local4 6am Wednesday 
The 68th season of Fonner Park’s racing season begins Friday afternoon and the two big 
priorities are preparing the racetrack and ensuring the horses are kept warm and ready. 
When not warming up or racing, the horses are kept in the barn and being constantly 
treated and prepared. To keep them warm the trainers are monitoring them, running them 
through the indoor trainer, keeping blankets on them when they return from outside and 
making sure their diet is helping generate heat.

Lincoln Children’s Zoo Holds Fundraising Event :30
03/21/21 Local4 6pm Sunday 
COVID-19 has had a major impact on Lincoln Children’s Zoo. Due to the pandemic, they’ve 
lost nearly a year of revenue, making it more difficult to feed, care and provide medical 
attention for their animals. For a $30 contribution, 50% directly benefits Lincoln Children’s 
Zoo, participants will receive access to an exclusive “All Together for Animals” concert. This 
includes performances by Brad Paisley, Old Dominion, Ashley McBryde, Wynonna Judd, Riley 
Green, Jessie James Decker, Shy Carter and more.

Alpaca National Show Wraps up in Grand Island :30
03/21/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
The Alpaca Owners Association National Show wrapped up in Grand Island on Sunday. They 
had the best of the best with more than 500 alpacas from over 100 farms looking to win 
prizes and market their businesses. One of the biggest farms in the country attended the 
show at Fonner Park. Events like this is very important for them to help market their 
animals. They make their living by selling them for fleece to make clothing and other 
products.

Nebraska Comfort Dogs in Boulder :30
03/25/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog teams are in Boulder, Colorado to help the 
community begin to heal following the latest mass shooting. On Monday, 10 people were 
killed including a police officer at King Soopers grocery store. In less than 24 hours, LCC K-9 
Comfort Dogs were invited and will be with Boulder community residents, first responders 
and employees who are trying to cope with this senseless tragedy. Comfort dogs from 



Nebraska, including Eddie from Peace Lutheran in Grand Island and Moses from Christ 
Lutheran in Cairo, arrived in Boulder on Wednesday to help bring comfort and hope to all 
who are grieving.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm
Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

New Round of Stimulus Checks Triggers More Scams :30
01/02/21 Local4 6pm Saturday
The BBB says it is already getting reports of con artists claiming that you need to provide 
personal information to receive the stimulus funds. Scammers are contacting people 
through text messages, e-mail and robocalls about the new COVID-19 stimulus checks and 
direct deposits. Consumer advocates say you should not reply to any of these messages.

Scammers Take Advantage as Vaccine Roll Out Continues :30
01/05/21 Local4 6pm Tuesday
As many Americans are eager to get a COVID vaccine, there’s a new warning that scammers 
might be taking advantage of this opportunity. There have been reports of people getting 
phone calls that ask for personal information and say they need it to make an appointment 
for the vaccine. Scammers also might ask for money to pay for the fake appointment. Local 
health departments say at this point of the roll out they are not calling any one to do this 
and the vaccine is free.

GIPD Cautions Businesses of Counterfeit Money :30
01/22/21 Local4 10pm Friday
The Grand Island Police Department has received several reports of counterfeit money 
fraud. Local businesses in the area have been finding prop, motion picture and printer copy 
money in their deposits. GIPD warned against purposefully using counterfeit money. The 
department urges people to check for security features to verify bills are real before keeping 
it. The easiest one to look for is the vertical security strip on the bills. Some of them also 
have watermarks and color changing ink that are also easy to spot.

FBI Warning Romance Scammers Break Hearts and Bank Accounts :30
02/11/21 Local4 6pm Thursday
Scamming people with the language of love happens year-round, but with the holiday 
approaching, it is a grim reminder for those who might be looking for love on-line. And so, a 
warning of internet scamming and  what the FBI calls, “Romance Scams.” While it is true 
there are good people out in the cyber world, there are also bad. Special Agent Jake Foiles 
with the FBI Omaha Cyber Task Force has seen his share of both. He says he sees people of 
all ages, men and women, get trapped in internet scams where the victim is tricked into 
giving money away, or granting someone they believe they can trust access to their bank 
account. When the latter happens, a bank account can be used by a scammer to laundry 
money.

Protect Yourself from Covid-19 Related Scams :30
02/18/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
The Two Rivers Public Health Department has recently been notified that some of the 
residents of the district have been called and asked for payment information over the phone 



regarding receiving a COVID vaccine. This is a scam. They say no one will call and ask you 
for payment for receiving a vaccine. The facility you receive your vaccine at may ask for 
insurance information from you at the time you receive the vaccine but no one will call to 
gather that information.

Unemployment Fraud Schemes Continue During Pandemic :30
03/23/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
The Nebraska Department of Labor reminds all Nebraska residents to be vigilant and look 
out for unemployment fraud schemes that continue to be prevalent nationwide. These 
include identity theft scams and fraudsters posing as state workforce agencies to solicit 
personally identifiable information for the purpose of collecting unemployment benefits. 
“Labor departments across the country continue to see a large number of fraud attempts 
targeting unsuspecting residents for the purpose of claiming money for which they are not 
eligible,” said Commissioner of Labor John H. Albin. “NDOL continually updates our fraud 
detection and prevention methods to reduce the impact of this criminal activity on 
Nebraskans.”

Construction to Close Portion of South Street :30
03/26/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
A portion of East South Street in Hastings will be closed to through traffic temporarily for 
private sewer work beginning on Monday, March 29. South Street will close to through traffic 
from California Avenue to Minnesota Avenue on Monday morning, and work is expected to 
be finished by Tuesday evening. Westbound traffic will be detoured at California Avenue 
south to B Street, and eastbound traffic will be detoured at Minnesota Avenue to B Street, 
with signs and barricades in place.

CRIME AND PERSONAL SAFETY

Two Arrested in Kearney Gas Station Robbery :30
01/01/21 Local4 6pm Friday
Kearney police said the incident happened at the Kwik Stop, located at 414 2nd Ave. South 
just before 1:28 a.m. on December 30. According to KPD a male suspect threatened the 
clerk with a handgun and demanded he open the cash register. The suspect then departed 
south on 2nd Ave. in a Ford Explorer. Law enforcement from nearby areas were notified of 
the incident and at approximately 1:49 a.m. a Minden police officer located a matching 
vehicle. The Franklin County Sheriff’s Department assisted with a traffic stop and two adult 
occupants were contacted and detained. KPD officers arrived on the scene and placed both 
subjects in custody.

One Dead After Semi Pickup Crash In Grand Island :30
01/04/20 Local4 5pm Monday
The driver of a semi-trailer truck died after his rig crashed with a pick-up Monday morning in 
south Grand Island. Grand Island police said the accident happened about 11:15 a.m. 
Monday morning at the intersection of highways 281 and 34 in the southwest part of town. 
Police said a south-bound pickup was turning left onto Highway 34 when it collided with the 
north-bound semi. The semi was carrying liquid fertilizer which leaked from the tank. A 
hazmat team and the fertilizer company were called to the scene for clean-up. The 
intersection was partially blocked while emergency crews worked the scene.

Transient Arrested for Buffalo County Courthouse Threat :30
01/08/21 Local4 5pm Friday



Kearney authorities arrested a homeless man Friday in connection with Thursday’s bomb 
threat at the courthouse. The Buffalo County Sheriff announced that local authorities 
arrested Steve Lamer, 44, Friday afternoon at a parking lot near the 600 block of East 23rd 
street in Kearney. He was arrested without incident and booked for Threatening Use of 
Explosives and Theft by Unlawful Taking. He’s in the Buffalo County jail pending formal 
charges.

Domestic Violence on the Rise Stalking Soon Follows :30
01/08/21 Local4 10pm Friday 
Six million people in the United States are being stalked every single year and with 
domestic violence on the rise during the coronavirus pandemic, this type of harassment 
might be happening more than you think. The Crisis Center in Grand Island knows firsthand 
what this type of harassment can do to victims. It causes survivors to constantly look over 
their shoulder in fear of being found and attacked. The Grand Island Police Department 
suggests victims document phone records, take screenshots and save all communications 
because it can be hard to prove someone is stalking in a court of law.

Troopers Locate Missing Endangered Illinois Juvenile :30
01/09/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
At approximately 9:10 a.m. Friday, NSP received information regarding a vehicle believed to 
be driven by a subject being sought by Illinois authorities. The subject was believed to be 
traveling with a 15-year-old female, for whom an endangered missing advisory was issued in 
Illinois on Thursday. About 15 minutes later, a trooper located the vehicle, a Toyota Corolla, 
at the westbound I-80 rest area near York. The driver, Chandler Saso, 42, of Yuba City, 
California, was located and arrested on an active warrant from Illinois. The juvenile was 
located and placed into protective care.

Police Arrest Man Following Threat Made at GI School :30
01/14/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Students, teachers, and staff at Grand Island’s Barr Middle School were put on lockout 
Thursday morning for an hour and 15 minutes. Grand Island Public Schools lifted the lockout 
around11 a.m. after Grand Island police arrested the father of a student in connection with a 
threat. Grand Island police said Severino Roque was unhappy with school administration 
when he made the threat.

Man Killed in Crash in South Central Nebraska :30
01/18/21 Local4 Midday Monday
The Nebraska State Patrol says a North Platte man has died in a rollover crash on Interstate 
80 near the south-central village of Overton. The Omaha World-Herald reports the crash 
happened early Monday, around 2:30 a.m., killing 47-year-old Alfred Leon. The patrol says 
Leon was exiting I-80 near Overton when he lost control of his vehicle and rolled. 
Investigators say he died at the scene. Overton is about 25 miles west of Kearney.

Two Grand Island Men Killed in Northeast Nebraska Crash :30
01/26/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
The Madison County Sheriff said Dario Garcia Tercero, 25, and Rosilio Renato De Pas, 26, 
were dead at the scene. The Sheriff’s office said the accident happened Saturday Jan 23 on 
Highway 81 about two miles north of Madison in northeast Nebraska. The accident report 
indicates Tercero’s van was south-bound when it hit a patch of black ice, skidded across the 
median and into oncoming traffic. The van overturned on the passenger side and was struck 
by a north-bound pickup driven by Tristan Bierman, 22.

Grand Island Family Displaced by Smoldering Fire :30



01/27/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday
Grand Island fire crews reported to a fire call around 6 p.m. Wednesday. Once on scene, 
they discovered a smoldering fire that was easily extinguished. Fire officials say residents 
had ash from nearby incense products fall between and end table and a bed, which led to a 
smoldering fire the residents couldn’t put out themselves. The fire caused a few thousand 
dollars in damage, and the American Red Cross stepped in to help provide the displaced 
family housing for the night. 

Grand Island Man Wanted After Allegedly Fire Gun :30
01/27/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
Grand Island police are looking for an 18-year-old man after he allegedly fired a gun towards 
multiple people. According to police it happened a little before 8 a.m. Tuesday morning at a 
home on West Louise Street. Police said Austin Swader, 18, Grand Island, showed up to the 
home. When told to leave by people there, Swader reportedly went to his car and grabbed a 
gun, firing it twice in a threatening manner. Swader also has other warrants out for him and 
was thus prohibited from possessing a firearm.

Firefighters Respond to House Fire in Freezing Temperatures :30
02/08/21 Local4 6am Monday 
Hastings Fire and Rescue worked to put out a house fire in single-digit temperatures on 
Sunday. Firefighters were dispatched to a house at the corner of Boyce Street and Baltimore 
Avenue at 3:32 p.m. due to a report of smoke coming from the roof. Fire crews found an 
unoccupied structure under renovation with heavy fire in the attic. After confirming there 
were no occupants in the building, crews fought the fire defensively due to a partial collapse 
of the roof until it was safe to enter. With the temperature at 4 degrees, firefighting efforts 
were hampered as crews dealt with freezing hose lines and equipment.

One Arrested for Assault in Rural Hall County :30
02/08/21 Local4 Midday Monday
One person was arrested, and another was hospitalized over the weekend in rural Hall 
County. Hall County Sheriff Rick Conrad tells Local4 law enforcement responded to a home 
south of Grand Island around 10:45 p.m. Saturday. Sheriff Conrad said 27-year-old Cody 
Clark was arrested for assault. He was taken to the Hall County Jail, where additional 
charges may be added following the investigation. There’s no word at this time of the 
condition of the victim.

Plane Makes Emergency Landing at CNRA :30
02/08/21 Local4 5pm Monday
An American Airlines jet made an emergency landing Monday afternoon at the Central 
Nebraska Regional Airport. When AA Flight 3500 departed from Garden City, Kansas around 
1:15 p.m., the jet’s landing gear wouldn’t come up. CNRA Executive Director Mike Olson said 
the crew took the precautionary measure and diverted to CNRA in Grand Island. The 
passenger plane was able to land around 2 p.m. without incident.

Otoe County Sheriffs Office Releases Autopsy Results of Missing Woman :30
02/08/21 Local4 5pm Monday
Otoe County Sheriff’s Office has released the autopsy results of a woman whose body was 
found on Feb. 5. The Sheriff’s Office reported on Monday that the body of a deceased person 
located in rural Otoe County on Feb. 5, 2021 has been identified as Amber Tjaden, 48 of 
Weeping Water. Preliminary autopsy reports indicate that Tjaden died of cold exposure. Foul 
play is not suspected. Tjaden had been reported missing to the Cass County Sheriff’s Office 
in late January. 

Mormon Island Suspect Sentenced in Case :30



02/11/21 Local4 5pm Thursday
A Grand Island man has been sentenced and has already served his time in a child sexual 
assault case from last year. Michael Nicewonder pleaded no contest to 3rd degree sexual 
assault and contributing to the delinquency of a child. Nicewonder is one of two men who 
were charged in the rape of a 15-year-old boy at Mormon Island Recreation Area. A judge 
sentenced him to 180 days on each charge to be served concurrently. His sentence began 
on December 8, 2020. Due to time served, he was released from jail on January 25, 2021.

Police Checking to see if Assault was an Abduction :30
02/15/21 Local4 Midday Monday
Grand Island Police are asking whoever may have information on a possible abduction over 
the weekend to bring it to them. Witnesses said it happened Friday about 5:30 p.m. in the 
area of East 4th and Lambert Streets. Two men were seen getting out of a white pickup 
truck that one witness said was likely a late 2000′s Chevy. The pair then hit the unknown 
victim, both with their hands and a blunt object. The two then reportedly forced the victim 
into the truck apparently against his will.

EMA Issued for Missing Nebraska Toddler :30
02/24/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
The Burt County Sheriff’s office were trying to locate a 20-month-old girl that was possibly in 
danger on Wednesday afternoon. Shortly after the Nebraska State Patrol issued an 
Endangered Missing Advisory, the girl was found safely in Iowa.

Nebraska Man Arrested for Murder in Colorado Case :30
02/25/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
A man tied to the killing of Colorado woman nearly 40 years ago was arrested earlier this 
month in Nebraska, authorities announced Thursday. David Dwayne Anderson, 62, was 
arrested Feb. 10 for the killing of Sylvia Quayle, 35, in her home in Cherry Hills Village in 
August 1981, police in the Denver suburb said. According to court records, Anderson later 
appeared in court in Dawson County and waived his right to fight extradition to 
Colorado, KUSA-TV, which first reported the arrest, said.

Grand Jury Indicts UNL Student on Child Pornography Charges :30
02/25/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
According to prosecutors during a hearing in United States District Court on Tuesday, the 
investigation started following allegations that Hunter Towle was taking photographs of 
students in dorm showers. Those allegations have not been substantiated. However, an 
associated search warrant issued in September revealed more than 1,300 videos and 
dozens of photos of child pornography on his devices. According to court documents, some 
of the videos and images were of children under the age of 12. Investigators also found 
videos of Towle sexually abusing a family pet.

Charges Filed Against Hastings Man for Saturday Incidents :30
03/01/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
A Hastings man faces four felony charges in connection with an officer-involved shooting 
which happened Saturday. Seth Burge, 28, is charged with Possession of a Firearm by a 
Prohibited Person, Use of a Firearm to Commit a Felony, Terroristic Threats and Possession 
of a Controlled Substance. The charges specifically refer to offenses committed Saturday, 
Feb. 27. Adams County Attorney Donna Fegler-Daiss confirmed to Local4 that Burge was the 
suspect involved in the Saturday officer-involved shooting.

LPD Identifies Homicide Victim Found Dead in North Lincoln :30
03/01/21 Local4 10pm Monday 



The Lincoln Police Department has identified a man found dead inside a home in north 
Lincoln on Monday and has classified the investigation as a homicide. LPD says James 
Shekie, 33, of Lincoln, was found inside of his home dead around 11 a.m. Monday in the 
4200 Block of N 20th Street. They have classified the death as a homicide, and an 
investigation is ongoing.

Lengthy Prison Term for Grand Island Sex Trafficker :30
03/02/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
Thirty-two-year-old Mohamuud Gurre of Grand Island was sentenced Tuesday to 35-40 years 
in prison for his conviction on felony labor and sex trafficking. He was arrested in May 2020 
after an investigation into a sex trafficking scheme in which multiple women were brought 
into a house near downtown Grand Island and sold to local men for sex. Court records 
indicate that Gurre and Hassan Aden drugged and beat the women if they refused sex with 
their customers. The records indicate that in at least one case, a woman said Gurre 
threatened her children if she did not cooperate.

Pilot Found Dead in Wreckage Near Ansley :30
03/08/21 Local4 5am Monday
The pilot of a small single-engine plane was expected in Mason City Saturday morning but 
was found dead among the wreckage of his plane by local responders Saturday afternoon. 
74-year old Keith A. Walker of rural Mason City was the pilot and the only occupant of the 
small single-engine plane discovered approximately seven miles southwest of Ansley. A 
press release from the Custer County Sheriff’s Office reveals the office received a report at 
1:09 p.m. of an overdue plane that left the Mason City area at approximately 6:30 a.m. en 
route to Holyoke, Colorado.

Hastings Man Arrested After Threatening Paper Delivery Worker :30
03/08/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
Hastings Police have arrested a 27-year-old man following an incident early Monday 
morning. Police said a newspaper delivery worker was delivering a paper at a home in the 
700 block of East 4th when a man, identified as Joseph Furrow, started chasing him with a 
butcher knife. The delivery worker was able to get away and call police. He was not injured. 
Furrow was then arrested for threats and use of a deadly weapon to commit a felony.

Grand Island Man Jailed for First Degree Domestic Assault :30
03/08/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
A Grand Island man was arrested over the weekend after police said he broke his girlfriend’s 
jaw. According to Grand Island police, officers were called to CHI Health St. Francis after a 
19-year-old Grand Island woman was admitted to the ER with a broken jaw and multiple 
injuries to her face and neck. Baker was arrested for strangulation, first-degree domestic 
assault, tampering with a witness, false reporting and procuring alcohol to a minor.

Nobody Injured in Early Morning House Fire :30
03/15/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
A man and his dog are safe following a house fire early Monday morning. Hastings Fire and 
Rescue were called out to a fire at 1380 east 12th just before 6 a.m. The fire is believed to 
have started in the back of the house between the floor of the first floor and the ceiling of 
the basement. It didn’t spread too far beyond that area. However, the back of the home was 
heavily damaged. Crews were on scene until just after 9:30 a.m.

Three Killed in Kearney Fire :30
03/18/21 Local4 6pm Thursday 
Kearney police and fire officials said the fire was reported at 12:42 Thursday afternoon at a 
home in the 3300 block of Avenue I in northeast Kearney. The house was fully on fire when 

https://www.ksnblocal4.com/2020/08/25/january-trial-set-for-grand-island-sex-trafficking-case/


police and firefighters got to the scene. Firefighters carried a woman, boy and girl from the 
house. Lifesaving efforts on the scene and later at CHI Good Samaritan hospital failed and 
the three victims died from their injuries. The Buffalo County Attorney ordered autopsies on 
the victims. A joint investigation is underway by the Kearney Volunteer Fire Department, 
Kearney Police, Buffalo County Attorney, and the State Fire Marshal.

Wanted Felon Arrested in Superior :30
03/21/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
According to the sheriff’s office they’d been watching a home in Superior for a few weeks 
after receiving a tip that a man with multiple warrants was living there. Officers were told he 
would be in the house Saturday night and Sunday morning. With the help of the NSP SWAT 
team, they were able to take him into custody. A name has not been released at this time. 
They say he was arrested on warrants out of Adams county, Hall county and one from 
Colorado.

Hastings Restaurant Burglarized Early Monday Morning :30
03/23/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
Owners of a Hastings restaurant had a rude awakening Monday morning following a burglary 
overnight. According to Hastings Police, the incident happened just before 5:30 a.m. at El 
Puerto Mexican restaurant on South Burlington. Police said surveillance video showed the 
lone suspect throwing a rock through the front window and then stealing the cash register 
before fleeing the scene. The male suspect is believed to be medium build.

Former Grand Island Teacher Sentenced in Federal Court :30
03/26/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Former Grand Island Northwest teacher Brian Mohr was sentenced Friday morning to six 
years and four months in federal prison for possession of child pornography. A federal judge 
ordered Mohr to report to prison on May 26 and to pay $8,500 in fines. Mohr, 38, was 
arrested Jan 14, 2020, after an investigation the Grand Island Police Department conducted 
with assistance from the Department of Homeland Security. Grand Island Police said he was 
in possession of 34 images of child pornography. The identities and ages of these victims 
were confirmed to be under the age of 19 years old. GIPD said Mohr admitted to 
investigators that he knew he was in possession child pornography.

Inmate Missing from Community Corrections Center in Lincoln :30
03/26/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Authorities are looking for an inmate missing from the Community Corrections Center-
Lincoln (CCC-L). The Nebraska Department of Corrections said Eric Kluthe did not return to 
his place of employment after a scheduled lunch break on Thursday. Kluthe’s sentence 
started March 25, 2020. He was sentenced three years on charges out of Platte County that 
include strangulation and third-degree domestic assault. He has a tentative release date of 
June 23, 2021. Kluthe is a 37-year-old white man, 6′ 4″, 220 lbs., with brown hair and brown 
eyes. Anyone with knowledge of his whereabouts is asked to contact local authorities or the 
Nebraska State Patrol.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / JOBS / MONEY MATTERS

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm



Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Grand Island Habitat Closing ReStore :30
01/06/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
The Habitat for Humanity ReStore in Grand Island will be permanently closing according to 
the organization. The rising costs of doing business and two years of down sales due to 
flooding and the pandemic are among the reasons. The housing program will continue to 
operate as normal and has two special build projects already scheduled for 2021.

Grand Island Airport to Consider Three Airline Bids :30
01/07/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Grand Island airport and city officials have to choose an airline to provide federally 
subsidized Essential Air Service (EAS) to the Central Nebraska Regional Airport. The current 
contract between the Department of Transportation (DOT) and American Airlines to provide 
EAS to Grand Island expires in June. American currently runs about 12 flights per week 
between Grand Island and Dallas-Fort Worth. Executive Director Mike Olson told Local4 that 
the Hall County Airport Authority will choose the preferred contract at its January 20 
meeting. 

Fonner Park Racing Will be Open to Public with Safety Precautions :30
01/13/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
Horse racing will be back up and running at Fonner Park in February, but for people to 
observe the races, officials are changing things up in order to comply with state and local 
ordinances. People who come to the races this year must always have their own face masks 
and wear them unless being seated at a table, eating or drinking. Fonner Park is also 
lowering the occupancy rate to 75% during races. This means season ticket holders at 130 
tables will be moved around in order to maintain social distancing.

Nebraska Man Creates Product to Help with Fogged Glasses from Masks :30
01/17/21 Local4 10pm Sunday
Right now, there are mask mandates all over the country. And those people who wear 
glasses know that masks can make them easily fog up. It’s been a problem for many, but 
one Nebraska man hopes his invention can change that It’s called “Mask Defender,” and the 
man who came up with the idea told 10/11 NOW the inspiration came to him after he’d walk 
around and see people with fogged up glasses. He said that’s when he knew he wanted to 
make something to help. They’re made using a 3D printer and they’ll cost you about $9. 
There are three different sizes to choose from.

New Gym Hosts Open House to Attract New Members :30
01/16/21 Local4 10pm Saturday
Maxed Out Sports Performance and Fitness Studio in Grand Island held an open house on 
Saturday to bring in some future members. They’re open 24 hours, offer group classes and 
tons of programs for daily workouts and fitness challenges. Maxed Out has several class 
instructors and personal trainers to help people reach their goals, including Erica Wolfe who 
teaches Boot Camp. Maxed Out opened back in October but the owners said it’s been 
challenging bringing people in during the Coronavirus pandemic. They hoped this open 
house would attract more people into the studio.

Grand Island JBS Workers to Get Vaccine Bonus :30
01/22/21 Local4 Midday Friday
JBS USA says it will pay each of its workers $100 if they get a COVID-19 vaccination. JBS said 
the bonus is designed to “encourage maximum participation” in future to vaccinate 100 
million people in the first 100 days of the Biden administration. Recent estimates put the 



number of employees at the Grand Island JBS plant at around 3,600. If each employee was 
vaccinated the total bonus payout for the company in Grand Island would be about 
$360,000.

Hastings City to Facilities to Reopen :30
01/27/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
The City of Hastings has plans in place for city facilities to reopen as COVID-19 cases begin 
to drop in the community. The reopening plans for each facility can be found below. Masks 
are required for entry to all facilities, except in situations listed specifically below. Masks are 
required for all patrons except during tennis and/or pickleball activities. The Golden 
Friendship group will be required to wear masks during all activities except during lunch. 
Social distancing will be required for all events. The Community Center is cleaned and 
sanitized on a weekly basis. The City Auditorium will adhere to Nebraska’s directed health 
measures and will follow the City of Hastings mask policy.

Grand Island Approves American Airline Bid for Essential Air Service :30
01/27/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
The City of Grand Island approved the Hall County Airport Authority’s recommendation to 
continue using American Airlines as their essential air service. They consider bids from 
airlines every two years and this time they decided to stick with this trusted provider. Once 
the contract is approved by the Department of Transportation, American Airlines will be 
coming to Grand Island twice-a-day to take passengers to Dallas-Fort Worth in a 50-seat 
regional jet. Previously, they were using 44 seat jets but now under this new contract they’re 
gaining additional seating.

Grand Island Sees 35 Million in Cares Act Relief :30
02/01/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The state of Nebraska put aside $100 million of CARES Act relief for different cities following 
the pandemic, and Grand Island just got $3.5 million of it. While they weren’t expecting it, 
the city was more than happy to get it. The money was released as reimbursement for first 
responder salaries from March to May of 2020. The funds were originally supposed to be a 
25% match of any money they received from FEMA, but it was later expanded first to 
include police and fire salaries then again for 911 dispatchers.

Weight of Snow Leads to Roof Collapse at Skate Island :30
02/08/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
A longtime Grand Island business is expected to be a total loss after the roof collapsed early 
Monday morning. First responders were called to Skate Island around 4:30 a.m. after the 
interior motion detectors started going off. About 75 percent of the roof collapsed under the 
weight of the snow, on the inside sinking down to just above the floor. Skate Island owner 
Steve Anderson doesn’t know exactly what comes next for the business he and his family 
has been operating for 52 years.

Local Businesses Have Mixed Feelings About No Mask Mandate Extension :30
02/10/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
Grand Island businesses have had to enforce a mask policy for months now, but in just a 
couple weeks, it will all be over. The city rejected the idea of extending its mask mandate 
during a council meeting on Tuesday, and with the expiration date approaching soon, local 
businesses have mixed feelings about the move. The mask mandate expires Feb. 23, and 
since The Tattered Book and ReFind Thrift & More are private businesses, they can still 
decide on whether to require them in their stores. Both businesses say they will not be 
requiring masks at their stores when the mandate expires. ReFind Thrift & More won’t be 
requiring staff or customers to wear them, but over at The Tattered Book, staff will still be 
required to wear them to help set an example for the community.

https://www.ksnblocal4.com/2021/02/10/grand-island-city-council-votes-down-attempt-to-extend-mask-ordinance/


Flower Shops Keeping up in Below Freezing Temps :30
02/14/21 10pm Local4 Sunday 
Flowers shops in the Tri-Cities received thousands of orders for Valentine’s Day including 
one in Grand Island who had about 1,000 deliveries alone. Roses for You was a revolving 
door on Sunday, especially when people were looking to buy flowers for their special 
someone. The flower shop started prepping vases and baskets and online orders last week 
just to keep up during the holiday. Florists doubled wrapped and sealed each bouquet before 
going out because if they didn’t, the flowers would die in the cold.

Heartland Events Center Prepares for Cheer and Dance Competition :30
02/16/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
The Nebraska State Dance and Cheer competition is returning to Grand Island for another 
year. As expected, it will look quite different to prevent any spread of COVID-19. For the last 
13 years, the competition has been a two-day event. In 2021 it will be extended over a 
period of four days. Spreading out and cleaning up are just two of the many precaution’s 
organizers are taking. They also closed off many seats around the arena to encourage social 
distance and will limit the number of people in the crowd.

Grand Island Looks to Hire Lifeguards for Normal Pool Operations :30
03/02/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
The city of Grand Island is looking for lifeguards as they plan for a near normal summer 
operations. The city needs around 60 lifeguards to staff the Island Oasis Water Park, Lincoln 
Pool and teach swim lessons. Training will be provided by the city to those who apply, or 
people can attend local certification programs in the area. How many lifeguards they get will 
determine what programs will be available in the summer. The pools are anticipated to open 
Memorial Day weekend and run through mid-August. The city has struggled to fill the 
positions even before the pandemic.

Grand Island Axe Throwing Business Find Success in Pandemic Expands :30
03/06/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The owners of Axe Holes, an axe throwing facility in Grand Island, are already hard at work 
to open up a new location in Kearney just eight months after opening their original business. 
They started during the summer of 2020 and even with the previous limitations on capacity 
people have welcomed a chance to play a new game.  They hope Kearney will love throwing 
axes as much as Grand Island has this year. The goal is to have the new location open 
around the end of the month.

GIPS Tabs Dr. Ken Schroeder as New CFO :30
03/08/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
Grand Island Public Schools has named Dr. Ken Schroeder as GIPS Chief Financial Officer. Dr. 
Schroeder is currently the superintendent at Ravenna Public Schools. He will succeed 
current GIPS CFO Virgil Harden, who recently announced his retirement from the district 
after spending more than 20 years with GIPS.

National Gas Price Average Increases 40 Cents in One Month :30
03/15/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
Drivers are continuing to pay more at the pump following February’s winter storm in Texas. 
AAA announced Monday the national gas price average has increased to $2.86 a gallon, 
which is a 14% increase in one month for a gallon of regular fuel. Analysts are predicting the 
40-cent jump won’t be the peak of the price hike, as market factors continue to show an 
upward trend. AAA said the average price of gas increased by at least 10 cents in one week 
in 20 states. Utah saw a 25-cent increase in the past seven days. The state where you can 
find the cheapest gas is Mississippi, where a gallon of fuel costs $2.55.



Bars Packed on St. Patricks Day After Year of COVID :30
03/17/21 Local4 Wednesday 10pm 
After months of restrictions with hardly any customers in sight, bar owners felt a sense of 
normalcy for the first time on St. Patrick’s Day. Mckinney’s Irish Pub in Grand Island was 
extremely busy on Wednesday. They had been packed ever since they opened in the 
morning. McKinney’s brings in about 300 to 500 people on St Patrick’s Day, and with as 
busy as they were on Wednesday, they were on track to meet or exceed those numbers by 
closing time.

JBS to Offer Employees Free Tuition to CCC :30
03/18/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Grand Island’s largest employer announced that it will pay tuition to Central Community 
College for its employees and their families. In a press release Thursday, JBS announced that 
any employee who has worked for at least six months is eligible. The employee has to 
“remain in good standing” with the company until they get a degree. Eligible dependents of 
employees may also participate in the program. College tuition is paid upfront by the 
company and team members will not need to take out loans to cover tuition. People can 
pursue whatever program they choose.

GISH Theater Director to Retire after 29 Years :30
03/18/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Grand Island Senior High School Theater Director Gregory Ulmer is wrapping up his time 
with the district. Ulmer was hired by Grand Island Public Schools in fall 1992 and will end his 
time with GIPS at the end of the school year with his retirement. Ulmer plans to enjoy 
retirement by spending as much time as he can with his grandchildren and on the golf 
course. He said he’s just a call away if anyone needs assistance. “I bleed purple,” Ulmer 
said. “I’m an Islander, through and through.” The GISH theater department will put on a new 
kind of musical in April entitled ‘A Musical Showcase,’ which was co-written by three 
students in Ulmer’s advanced theater course.

Nebraska State Fair Ends 2020 With a Profit :30
03/23/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
Fair officials decided to move forward with the fair, but it was scaled down compared to 
years past. Despite changes in 2020, the fair finished with a nearly $1.8 million profit, 
according to the audit by BKD. One year earlier the fair had a loss of nearly $1.5 million. The 
Nebraska State Fair brought in nearly $6.5 million in revenue in 2020. That is down from the 
$10.2 million the year before. The loss in revenue came from not having a carnival or paid 
entertainment, but it was also a win for the fair because that cut their expenses as well.

ENVIRONMENT / NATURAL DISASTER / WEATHER SAFETY

Local4 Weather (On-Going, Daily)
The Local4 News & Weather team provides round the clock information on weather for 
Central Nebraska viewers, especially when it can turn severe. The Weather team issues 
Weather Alert Days to keep viewers safely ahead of the storms and informed; including 
Tornado Warnings, Severe Thunderstorm Warnings, Blizzard Warning, Fog, Ice, Flooding, 
High Winds and other Travel advisories. After the storms hit, the News/Weather team 
informs the viewers with power outage information, downed trees/limbs, dangerous driving 



conditions, closed roadways and other helpful emergency information in times of need, and 
how to help in the aftermath.

Volunteers Fighting Grass Fire in Webster Nuckolls Counties :30
01/14/21 Local4 6pm Thursday
Local fire crews were left on mop up duty late Thursday night after an afternoon grass fire 
sparked and burned and area 11 miles long and roughly one mile wide in spots. The fields 
included corn stalks and picked bean fields. Firefighters from at least five volunteer 
departments attempted to contain the fire, which was driven by 50 mph winds. The grass 
fire spread quickly with the assistance of the strong winds, prompting the Nebraska State 
Patrol to close down stretches of highway in the area. Those roads are now back open.

Benkelman Evacuation Order Lifted :30
01/15/21 Local4 6am Friday
An evacuation order for the southwest Nebraska town of Benkelman has been lifted. The 
Dundy County Sheriff’s Department posted a message that Emergency Management officials 
gave all clear and said people could return to their homes as of 7:15 a.m. MST (8:15 a.m. 
CST). The evacuation order had been given overnight as an out of control fire was nearing 
the southwest Nebraska town.

Strong Winds Spark Grass Fire Near Nelson :30
01/15/21 Local4 5pm Friday 
Friday morning the strong winds sparked up a grass fire near Nelson. This comes after crews 
in Webster and Nuckolls counties spent Thursday night battling a grass fire near Guide Rock. 
The fire near 3100 and N Road started from wires creating a spark and catching a barn on 
fire. Firefighters believe that strong winds caused the wires to touch. The flames then 
carried over into the field and caught around 80 grass bales on fire. Crews got onto the 
scene around 7:50 a.m. Area farmers brought their tractors out to disc the fields to prevent 
the spread. The fire only stretched about 3/4 of a mile.

Grand Island Declares Snow Emergency Monday and Tuesday :30
01/24/21 Local4 10pm Sunday
The City of Grand Island has declared a Snow Emergency based on the National Weather 
Service Forecast for snow accumulation. The Snow Emergency will begin at 9  am on 
Monday, January 25, 2021 through 9 am on Tuesday, January 26, 2021.During an active 
Snow Emergency parking on Emergency Snow Routes is prohibited. 

City of Hastings Declares Snow Emergency :30
01/24/21 Local4 10pm Sunday
The City of Hastings had declared a snow emergency to begin at midnight on Monday. The 
snow emergency will continue through noon on Wednesday based on the latest winter 
weather forecast. No parking is allowed along emergency snow routes during the above 
time-frame to give snow plows room to work, and vehicles in violation of the snow 
emergency will be towed.

Snow Disrupts School and Government in Central Nebraska :30
01/25/21 Local4 6am Monday
A snowstorm predicted to drop up to a foot of snow in Central Nebraska stopped a lot of 
otherwise routine work Monday. Schools and businesses across the area are closed, and 
snow emergencies have been declared in each of the tri-cities. In Hastings, the snow 
emergency began at midnight Monday and will be in effect until noon on Wednesday. In 
Grand Island, the emergency will begin at 9 a.m. Monday and last until 9 a.m. Tuesday. In 
Kearney, the hours of the snow emergency are from 8 a.m. Monday through 8 p.m. Tuesday. 

https://www.cityofhastings.org/departments/street-department/maintenance/snow-removal/emergency-snow-routes.html


Snow emergencies mean no parking on snow routes in the cities, or you w l be towed and 
ticketed.

Heavier Snow Impacts Much of The Area :30
01/25/21 Local4 Midday Monday
Some of the highest snowfall rates will be over southeastern portions of the Local4 viewing 
area where some will have rates of 1 to 2 inches per hour. As we get into the late afternoon 
and evening, snowfall intensity will back off a bit. As the night goes on, the chance for snow 
will slowly decrease. But even by tomorrow morning, it will never completely go down to 
zero.

NDOT Works All Day to Clear Snowy Roads :30
01/25/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Nebraska Department of Transportation plows spent all day Monday on Nebraska 
highways, many having started around midnight. Even after hours of clearing and then re-
clearing snow as more fell, the Department of Transportation said they did not have to shut 
down any highways mostly because not a lot of people were on the roads. While the wind 
did pick up later in the afternoon, having it not be too strong during the day was a huge help 
for the plows.

Another Night of Snow Removal in Downtown Grand Island :30
01/27/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Grand Island street crews needed another day to clear the snow dumped on the city 
Monday. The Public Works Department announced Wednesday that crews would be hauling 
away the snow which was pushed into windrows on downtown streets. That will take place 
between 7:00 pm Wednesday night and 7:00 am Thursday morning.

NSP Urges Stranded Motorists to Stay with Vehicle in Cold Temps :30
02/08/21 Local4 6am Monday 
The Nebraska State Patrol is urging caution in extremely cold temperatures throughout the 
state this week. Any motorist who becomes stranded should stay with their vehicle and call 
for help. NSP said if you become stranded on the road, stay with your vehicle and call for 
help. The vehicle is the best shelter from the elements and is the easiest thing for 
emergency personnel to spot while looking for a stranded motorist. Any motorist who 
becomes stranded can call the NSP Highway Helpline at *55 or 800-525-5555 and speak 
directly with an NSP dispatcher.

Downtown Grand Island Parking Ban Monday Night :30
02/08/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
There’s no parking in downtown Grand Island Monday night - Tuesday morning. Street 
division crews will be clearing and hauling snow from the downtown area. The city 
announced Monday morning that parking is prohibited from 10 p.m. Monday through 8 a.m. 

Kearney Downtown Snow Emergency and Park Ban in Effect :30
02/08/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
Kearney city street crews will be clearing downtown streets starting at midnight Wednesday 
morning. Parking is prohibited in downtown Kearney until 6 a.m. Wednesday morning. 
Businesses in the Downtown area should make plans to have their walks scooped by 
midnight Wednesday morning so that the snow can be hauled in connection with the snow 
removal operations. All violators will be ticketed and towed.

Utilities Asking Tri-Cities Customers to Save Electricity :30
02/15/21 Local4 5pm Monday 



A historic and prolonged cold snap Monday put great pressure on the power grid and 
prompted central Nebraska utilities to ask their customers to save electricity. Local utilities 
were reacting to a Level Three alert issued by the Southwestern Power Pool (SPP), an 
electric cooperative which includes Nebraska Public Power District (NPPD,) Southern Power, 
Hastings Utilities and other local utilities. There was the possibility that SPP would require 
local utilities to cut power to its local customers for 30-60 minutes.

Schools Closing Due to Extreme Cold Temperatures :30
02/15/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
With another morning of dangerously cold temperatures expected, many schools across the 
state are closing their doors Tuesday.
Kearney Catholic and all three public schools in the Tri-Cities will be closed.
Grand Island Public Schools said all activities and athletics will also be canceled.
GIPS said the decision was made out of an abundance of caution, and due to increased wind 
potential and uncertainty over the ability to maintain power throughout the school day.

Hastings Rollouts Required to Stabilize Energy Market :30
02/16/21 Local4 6am Tuesday 
Due to unprecedented energy demand brought on by the cold weather, The City of Hastings 
Utilities Department has been asked to dramatically reduce its energy consumption by the 
Southwest Power Pool, and residents should be prepared for rolling blackouts to occur. Each 
outage should last no longer than 30 minutes, and the department is working closely with 
some of its top energy-consuming businesses in the city to find voluntary and temporary 
reductions in energy consumption.

Businesses Schools Help Reduce Rolling Blackouts :30
02/16/21 Local4 6pm Tuesday 
Parts of the Tri-Cities were put in the dark as part of rolling blackouts to help reduce the 
strain on the overwhelmed power system across the region. When one area of a power 
district is dealing with bad weather, another district in a different state or region can often 
pick up the slack. With much of the country dealing with winter storms all at the same time, 
power had to be reduced to relieve the overwhelmed systems. The blackouts were planned 
since the systems were straining to keep places running through the record cold.

Tips to Prevent Weather Related Tragedies :30
02/25/21 Local4 10pm Thursday 
During the cold snap and many inches of snow in the last month, Paul Davis Restoration in 
Grand Island responded to nearly 100 weather-related tragedies. They tended to frozen 
pipes, collapsed roofs and sewer back-ups in both residential and commercial properties. 
Disasters like these can take about two to seven days to mitigate, but with these easy tips 
they believe it could have possibly prevented homeowners from having to pay hundreds of 
dollars to fix.

Burn Ban in Effect in Kearney :30
03/09/21 News2 Midday Tuesday 
Due to dry conditions in the area, Kearney Volunteer Fire Chief Jim Tacha has issued a burn 
ban until the city receives measurable moisture. No Open Burn Permits will be issued to 
preserve the lives and property of the citizens we serve in our fire district. Warmer 
conditions, wind, and low relative humidity have caused vegetation to dry quickly.

I-80 Westbound Closed at Grand Island :30
03/15/21 Local4 Midday Monday



I-80 eastbound from Big Springs is now open. Westbound I-80 is now closed from Grand 
Island to the Wyoming border & beyond. Wyoming is reporting 2-6 foot snow drifts. The 
Nebraska Department of Transportation said as parking locations and facilities fill up along 
the interstate, closures will continue to move eastward.

FAMILY / EDUCATION / YOUTH SAFETY

Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups 

Hastings College and Central Community College Enter Agreement :30
01/06/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday
Hastings College and Central Community College have signed a new partnership Wednesday 
opening the door to new opportunities for students. For years the two schools have worked 
together to transfer course credits earned at the community college to the university. Now 
full-time Hastings College students can enroll in CCC courses to expand their education. 
Students who are taking at least 12 credits at Hastings College can enroll in up to six credits 
at CCC at no extra cost to them. The goal is to let the liberal arts majors get technical 
minors or certifications to help better prepare for the jobs they want.

Local Nonprofit Sends Books and Art Kits to Foster Kids :30
01/09/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Ambassadors of Kindness Inc. is back with another program to cheer up foster kids. This 
time they’re mailing books and coloring kits to keep them busy during the pandemic. 
Ambassadors of Kindness is a nonprofit out of Superior which helps foster kids all across 
Nebraska. They started about a year ago with a toy drive during the holidays, but later 
decided they wanted to do more year round after its success. Colors4Kids is a club they 
created where foster kids receive art supplies in the mail every other month.

Honoring Life Through the Alumni Scholarship :30
01/14/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
MacKenna Milhon was set to turn 20 years old in January of 2020 before she tragically lost 
her life. To honor that life, and leave a legacy, MacKenna’s family created the Alumni 
Scholarship alongside the Stuhr Museum Foundation. Each year Stuhr Museum has 
somewhere between 10,000 and 20,000 children on the property and this scholarship will 
allow 50 new children to partake in a Summer Adventure Program with free tuition, free 
transportation to and from Stuhr Museum and, if enough funding can be raised, a potential 
meal plan as well.

Teenage Boys Start Faith-Based Podcast Relatable to Youth :30
01/17/21 Local4 5pm Sunday
Two teenagers in Grand Island are using their voices to help their peers learn the Bible in a 
relatable way. They recorded their first episode with only a laptop and two mics in Cabrera’s 
freezing cold basement, then they posted it on Facebook. The boys didn’t expect to receive 
a lot of views, but little did they know it would spark the attention of the community and the 
pastors of their church. They brainstorm ideas and use the church’s equipment every 

https://www.ksnblocal4.com/2020/11/16/ambassadors-of-kindness-holds-2nd-annual-toy-drive/


Saturday to record episodes, then they air them at 5:30 p.m. on Sundays discussing a 
variety of topics such as anxiety, prayer and worshiping God.

Rice Fired From GICC Amidst Undefeated Season :30
01/26/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
Stacia Rice was fired as the Grand Island Central Catholic girls basketball coach. The Lady 
Crusaders are 14-0 and ranked number one in Class C-1. On Twitter, Rice announced her 
daughter Rylie will not finish the season out and they plan to go to Grand Island Northwest. 
Rylie leads the team in points, averaging 18.9 points per game. In a statement from the 
school, GICC said they are placing Rice on paid leave for the remainder of the season.

Dinsdale Family Helps Renovate UNL Learning Center :30
01/28/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Contributions from the Dinsdale family made possible the renovation of a library on the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln campus. The $22.5 million renovation of the former C.Y. 
Thompson Library was funded entirely by private donors. Husker alumni and philanthropists 
Ruth and Bill Scott of Omaha provided a challenge gift to encourage others to invest in the 
project and to offer the option for naming the new student commons.

Boys Town Expands Services in Hwy 281 Office :30
02/02/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
Come mid-February, Boys Town of Central Nebraska’s Highway 281 location will reopen its 
doors to the public and families it provides for with a new interior appearance and offered 
services. In April of 2020, the intervention and assessment program closed its building and 
moved those services into the Highway 281 location. Not only did Boys Town add a 
behavioral health clinic to 281 it also established in-home services and foster services to the 
building. Andrews says the goal is to now provide assistance and catch any issues earlier 
than they otherwise would have.

CCC Warming up the Community with Coat Drive :30
02/09/21 Local4 6am Tuesday 
Now in its fourth year, Warm Coats from Warm Hearts at Central Community College is 
equipping students and community members with winter clothing. The drive runs on an 
honor system: if someone needs a coat, gloves, a hat. scarf or even boots, they show up and 
pick out what they need. When supplies run out the drive ends. Staff, students, and 
community members can drop items off in the lobby of Central Community College in Grand 
Island during operating hours.

Girl Scout Cookie Sales Happening with Different Look :30
02/11/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Thousands of boxes of Girl Scout cookies were unloaded off the truck Thursday morning at 
the Adams County Fairgrounds. From Thin Mints to Caramel deLites and all the others in 
between- they can soon be yours. Many people were wondering if sales would go on as 
normal, but officials say they’ve come up with a way to sell, while being safe.

GIPS Early Learning Center Classroom Closed After Covid Cases :30
02/16/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
Grand Island Public Schools was notified of three positive COVID-19 cases among staff and 
students. Out of an abundance of caution, the district will ask those from the impacted 
classroom to stay off campus and temporarily learn from home for the rest of the week. 
Classes originally weren’t scheduled for Thursday and Friday. Staff accounts for two of the 



three positive cases. The Central District Health Department will contact students and staff 
about return dates. GIPS is working in conjunction with CDHD to conduct contact tracing.

HPS to Add Staff to Special Education Program :30
02/16/21 Local4 6pm Tuesday 
Hastings Public Schools will soon be adding a new member to their team aimed at helping 
the Special Education program. The Assistant Director position will focus on the birth to 
preschool aged children. In 2022, all preschools in the district will be in the Morton 
Elementary building. The new person will work closely with parents to help kids in their 
development and address any learning disabilities they may be dealing with.

CCC Celebrates Completed Renovations of Hamilton Building :30
02/18/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Central Community College celebrated the newly renovated Hamilton building on the 
Hastings campus after two years and $10 million went into making the project happen. The 
facility now has an expanded welding program that aims to get more people trained into the 
Nebraska workforce. CCC is able to double their class population for the program and have 
more up to date equipment. During the pandemic, CCC has been providing specialty and 
technical training to help get people back to work or finish their education. The new facility 
will also be able to provide more to the greater community.

Stuhr Museum Combining Education and History with the Abstract :30
02/26/21 Local4 6am Friday 
Friday evening at 7 p.m., Stuhr Museum is hosting the first “What do ya know?” event made 
up of five mini lectures on fairly non-traditional topics. Stuhr went out into the community 
and selected five community leaders to give eight to ten-minute presentations on an 
obscure topic that he or she is interested in. There will be a talk on ventriloquism, where the 
idea and voice for Stuhr’s mascot “Scout” came from and time travel. People interested in 
joining the event to watch the talks can do so on the museum’s Facebook page by joining 
the Facebook live or through a YouTube link Stuhr will put out.

GISH to Host in Person Prom and Graduation :30
02/23/21 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
Grand Island Senior High announced this week they will be hosting an in-person prom and 
graduation. The decision comes after students were very vocal about wanting this. With 
prom and graduation both being in person again, the school said they are hopeful about 
bringing back some normalcy for their students.

Mentoring Works Continues Mission During Pandemic :30
03/06/21 Local4 10pm Saturday 
One on one interactions have been hard to do during the pandemic, especially for mentoring 
programs who operate in an in-person setting. Mentoring Works formally known as Big 
Brothers Big Sisters in Hastings have been able to adapt but not without consequences. “We 
definitely lost matches throughout the whole pandemic,” said Executive Director Brady 
Kerkman. Last year they had over 200 people in the program. Now they have less than a 
hundred. They’re trying to get the number of people in the program back up. They don’t 
know if it will happen before summer but they’re hoping by next fall everything will be back 
to normal.

UNK Hosts First in Person Out of the Darkness Walk :30
03/13/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
At UNK Saturday, students gathered at the Cushing Coliseum to bring awareness to suicide 
prevention and show their support to those who have lost a loved one. This is the second 
year of UNK trying to put on the Out of the Darkness walk. Last year it was right as the 



pandemic was hitting so they had to quickly switch to virtual. Over 50 people came in from 
the rain for the first in-person walk. The organizers of the event said it is a tough subject to 
talk about but it needs to be normalized.

UNK Hosts Recruitment Day Event :30
03/17/21 Local4 6am Wednesday 
The University of Nebraska at Kearney held its first in-person, large-scale recruitment event 
on Tuesday. This is the first event of this kind since the pandemic. Katie Lytle cannot wait to 
start classes at UNK this fall. Organized by UNK Admissions, the event gave students 
planning to attend UNK an opportunity to learn more about academic programs, support 
services, campus housing, financial aid, extracurricular activities, and other aspects of 
college life. They also heard from current Lopers who shared their UNK experiences.

Aurora Attraction Ready for Full Schedule of Trips and Classes :30
03/16/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
During the spring of 2019 the Edgerton Explorit Center in Aurora missed out on a full season 
of field trips and going out to visit schools because of the pandemic but this year the staff is 
eager to return to interacting with students. On Monday, the staff filled its last field trip spot 
while also finishing up its brochure for summer classes, which will include 40 classes on a 
variety of topics.

New Hastings Nonprofit Aims to Help Kids in Foster Care get New Clothes :30
03/24/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
A new Hastings nonprofit is looking to help kids in foster care or in crisis shelters get new 
clothes during a difficult time in their lives. Threads of Grace is just in the starting phases, 
but one foster mom and a school counselor are teaming up to help kids have new and clean 
clothes as they enter a new home or leave an old one.  When a child is put into a new foster 
home, they often come with no clothes or they are not always in good condition.  They want 
to help case workers and foster parents by having a store-like setup for kids to pick their 
own clothes right away. They hope to partner with local businesses and agencies to get the 
clothing and find kids who need it.

HEALTH & FITNESS / HEALTHCARE 

Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups.

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 



women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money – This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Tips on How to Achieve Fitness Goals at Home :30
01/01/20 Local4 6pm Friday
COVID-19 has caused many people to stay home more, workout less and over-eat as a 
result. Fitness Trainer and Owner of Health Plex Fitness Center in Grand Island Scott Norton 
believes the first step to getting out of a funk, is to get moving. Fitness experts believe the 
only way people can reach their fitness goals at home is with self-discipline, research or 
getting professional help. They can look at YouTube videos for workouts. There are also 
personal trainers online who can help people navigate their fitness journey.

Governor Ricketts Updates Nebraska Covid 19 Response :30
01/04/20 Local4 Midday Monday
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts and other state officials gave an update on the state’s COVID-
19 vaccine plan during Monday morning’s news conference. The holidays seemed to slow 
the state’s progress on rolling out the vaccine, but the governor said Monday that he’s 
confident the state will get back on track, and that the next phase of vaccinations for those 
ages 75 and older would begin in two to three weeks. In December, Nebraska obtained a 
total of 86,470 vaccine doses in the state: 63,070 primary doses and 23,400 doses for the 
federal pharmacy program to vaccinate those in long-term care facilities.

JBS Swift Donates $10,000 to CDHD for New Campaign :30
01/04/20 Local4 10pm Monday
JBS USA is helping the Grand Island community once again as part of their Hometown Strong 
Initiative. This time around, they donated $10,000 to the Central District Health department 
to develop a new campaign to debunk COVID-19 myths. The health department believes 
there’s a lot of misinformation out there, and as part of their campaign, they plan to partner 
with other organizations in the city to help relay the correct information.

CHI Health Administering Second Doses of COVID-19 Vaccine :30
01/05/21 Local4 10pm Tuesday
CHI Health has vaccinated nearly half of its total workforce, and soon they will be giving the 
second round of doses to their employees to complete the immunity process. CHI Health 
expects more shipments of the Phizer vaccine this week and next to begin giving booster 
shots to its staff. They also expect to receive more shipments of the Moderna vaccine and 
will be giving first doses to remaining staff who have not yet been vaccinated within a week 
or two.

Phelps County Woman Dies of COVID-19 :30
01/14/21 Local4 6am Thursday
The death of a Phelps County woman has been attributed to COVID-19. The Two Rivers 
Public Health Department saying the woman was in her 80′s. In a press release, the 
department pointed out they delay reports of COVID-19 deaths until research is completed 
that determines the virus as the cause of death. The district had previously reported 101 
deaths in their seven-county region from COVID-19.

Vaccine Effort Continues in South Heartland District :30
01/15/21 Local4 6am Friday 
The South Heartland District Health Department has reported 72 new lab-confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 in their four-county region from Tuesday through Thursday of this week. Of those 
cases, 46 were in Adams County, 13 in Clay County, ten in Nuckolls County and three in 
Webster County. The three-day average of 24 cases per day is higher than the overall 



average for the week of 18.4 cases. The goal of the district is to see cases get down to four 
or fewer a day, which would represent low community spread.

Nebraska Covid Hospitalizations Drop :30
01/18/21 Local4 6pm Monday
The Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services’ online virus tracker shows 429 
people were hospitalized Sunday with COVID-19, the disease caused by the virus. That’s the 
lowest number since Oct. 26, when 427 people were hospitalized. But the number of new 
daily cases jumped on Sunday, to 1.061 from 741 on Saturday and 672 on Friday. State 
officials have confirmed 181,978 cases and 1,837 deaths in Nebraska since the pandemic 
began.

Hastings Mayor in Intensive Care :30
01/19/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday
On Monday evening, Mayor Corey Stutte was transported to Mary Lanning Healthcare after 
an incident at his home. The mayor reported that the incident included a fall, seizure, atrial 
fibrillation and bleeding on the brain. He was admitted to the intensive care unit and is 
expected to recover. The mayor attributed the incident to long-term COVID-19 related 
effects.

CHI Health Sees Drop in Covid, Increases Vaccinations Statewide :30
01/19/21 Local4 10pm Tuesday
CHI Health medical workers gave a glimmer of hope in a briefing on Tuesday as they talked 
about low numbers of COVID positive patients in their system statewide. As of Tuesday 
morning, there was just 155 COVID positive patients in the hospital system. That’s down 
from the 170 from two weeks ago. They’re also seeing a positivity rate among their patients 
of 15% each day, which is down from 30% earlier this month. They’re now focusing on 
getting those vaccinations out as quickly as possible.

Hastings Good Samaritan Village Residents Get First Dose of Vaccine :30
01/22/21 Local4 5pm Friday
Over 200 Hastings Good Samaritan Village residents got their first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine on Friday. The administrators for the independent senior living said that about 60% 
of their residents were vaccinated. When they said they could have this clinic people were 
very excited to get their shot at getting closer to normalcy.

Grand Island Staff Member to Receive Covid 19 Vaccine :30
01/29/21 Local4 6am Friday 
Every staff member at Grand Island Senior High School, the Indra House and the Success 
Academy who requested the COVID-19 vaccine will receive their first dose later today. The 
vaccine was offered through the GIPS COVID-19 vaccination program. Vaccines will be given 
out from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the West Gym and Grand Island Senior High. The decision 
was made to provide the staff members with vaccine because of the size and higher 
transmission rate of the student body.

South Heartland District Vaccine Shipment Grows :30
02/02/21 Local4 6am Tuesday 
South Heartland District Health Department (SHDHD) officials are expecting to receive 800 
‘first doses’ of Moderna vaccine this week. Executive director Michele Bever said the 
allotment was 200 more doses than the prior week. Individuals age 65 and older may 
register on the state vaccine registration system, called VRAS. 

Central Nebraska Experiencing COVID-19 Vaccine Storage :30
02/08/21 Local4 10pm Monday



Vaccine roll out is going much slower than expected in central Nebraska. The Two Rivers 
Public Health Department told Local4 News they’ve only been able to vaccinate roughly 4% 
of people eligible in their district. The focus right now is to prioritize the older people or 
those with pre-existing conditions, but there is still roughly 15,000 people on the waiting list.

Kearney Considering Ending Mask Ordinance a Few Weeks Early :30
02/08/21 Local4 10pm Monday
The mask ordinance for each of the Tri-Cities is expected to end on February 23rd, but the 
city of Kearney may put an end to it a little early. Council member Randy Buschkoetter was 
the first to approach the council about ending the policy after seeing a huge decrease in 
COVID-19 cases and hospitalizations. “I think the mandate did what we hoped it would do, or 
at least played a role in that,” Buschkoetter told Local4 News. “If you keep doing it longer 
than necessary, then people won’t be following it when we need to perhaps re-implement it 
later down the road.”

CDC Investigating Possible Covid-19 Vaccine Related Death :30
02/11/21 Local4 10pm Thursday
The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) has been made aware that the 
COVID-19 vaccine was listed as one of several causes of death for an individual in the State. 
The individual, a male in his late 40s with a number of comorbidities and a long-term care 
facility resident, died between 1 and 2 weeks after receiving his first dose of a COVID-19 
vaccine. The death occurred on Jan. 17 and the man received the vaccine the first week of 
January. The death has been entered into VAERS, the Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting 
System, a national vaccine safety surveillance program run by CDC and the FDA. Anytime a 
death or any adverse event occurs post vaccination, the case must be reported into VAERS.

CHI Health Doctors Share Facts on Being Vaccinated While Pregnant :30
02/11/21 Local4 6pm Thursday 
Is the COVID vaccine safe for those who are pregnant? It’s been a common question since 
the start of the pandemic. On Tuesday, doctors with CHI Health and Creighton University 
shared the latest research. The doctors referenced findings from the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists which state the vaccine is completely safe for those who 
are pregnant or are trying to be, and immediately after pregnancy. There have been 
concerns of if the vaccine causes infertility or could cause any kind of birth defects. The 
doctors explained that the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines do not enter the nucleus of the cell, 
meaning it does not create any genetic changes.

GIPS to Vaccinate Over 50% of its Staff :30
02/18/21 Local4 10pm Thursday 
More than 400 Grand Island Public Schools staff members will receive the COVID-19 vaccine 
on Friday at Grand Island Senior High School. By the end of the day, 600-plus staff members, 
or more than 55% of GIPS staff who signed up for the voluntary vaccination program, will 
have at least received their first dose of the vaccine. Nearly 200 staff members will receive 
their second dose on Friday and another 200-plus staff members will receive their first.

Local4You Blood Drive Wraps up Fifth in Tri-Cities :30
02/23/21 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
Local4 News and the American Red Cross partnered up for a fifth year with the Local4You 
Blood Drive on Tuesday. The goal was to bring in 92 units of blood and, while it was very 
busy in each city, the total was just shy of that with 88. The Red Cross said this will be a big 
help for them after they had to cancel so many donations recently due to the weather.

Grand Island School Staff to get Vaccines :30
02/26/21 Local4 6am Friday 



Members of the Grand Island Public Schools staff will be among those receiving COVID-19 
vaccines Friday. School officials say more than 200 staff will be receiving their shots at the 
Community Fieldhouse at Fonner Park between 9 a.m and 11 a.m. With Friday’s 
vaccinations, more than 800 members of the GIPS staff will have at least their first shots 
through the voluntary vaccination program. That represents more than 80 percent of their 
staff.

More Vaccinations on the Way for Two Rivers Public Health District :30
03/01/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
The Two Rivers Public Health Department plans to hold a mass vaccination clinic to get more 
people in the seven-county district vaccinated. It is planned for Friday, March 5, 2021, at the 
Viaero Event Center in Kearney. Appointments will begin at 10 a.m. and run through 5 p.m. 
All appointments will be scheduled to receive the vaccine. 

Andy Hoffman Passes Away from Cancer :30
03/01/21 Local4 6pm Monday 
Andy Hoffman, who is well known for helping raise millions for childhood brain cancer 
research, passed away from cancer Monday morning. Andy’s wife, Brianna, made a blog 
post on February 20, letting people know Andy’s health had been declining and there wasn’t 
much more doctors could do. At the beginning of February, she said what started out as a 
cough turned out to be coronavirus, delaying his chemotherapy treatment and other 
appointments. Brianna said he had no coronavirus symptoms after about day 5, but during 
that time his neurological symptoms worsened.

Kearney Firefighter Returns Home After Nearly Losing Life :30
03/07/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
COVID-19 has caused many to suffer including one Kearney firefighter who barely escaped 
its wrath. After spending nearly 45 days in the hospital, Kent Hergott finally made it home. 
He had been in the ICU since the middle of January. Hergott was released from the hospital 
on Mar. 4.

Full Vaccinated Nebraskans Can Loosen Covid-19 Restrictions :30
03/08/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Center for Disease Control just made an announcement with new guidelines for people 
who have been fully vaccinated. They are now saying people can relax their precautions two 
weeks after getting their final shot. This means they can be around other vaccinated people 
without having to wear a mask. Recommendation before Monday was that everyone 
continue precautions, but as medical experts learn more about both the virus and the 
vaccine that has now changed.

Two Rivers Seeking Individuals for Lexington Vaccinations :30
03/17/21 Local4 6am Wednesday 
Two Rivers Public Health Department is asking area residents to reach out for a clinic being 
held at Lexington Regional Hospital on Thursday, March 18. The clinic, led by Lexington 
Regional, is looking for all of those in the Phase 1B Tier of the State vaccine prioritization. 
The clinic will feature the Pfizer vaccine. Those eligible for vaccinations now include public 
transit, US Postal Service, transportation, food processing, grocery and funeral homes.

CHI Health St Francis Quit Smoking Program Returns :30
03/25/21 Local4 10pm Thursday 
CHI Health St. Francis is back with its “Freedom from Smoking” program. It gives people 
knowledge on how to quit and tips on how to control their addiction. People who are wanting 



to quit, thinking about it or are struggling to stay sober are encouraged to sign up for the 
program.

Vaccination Rate Climbs in South Heartland District :30
03/26/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Just over one-quarter of residents of the South Heartland District Health Department’s four-
county service area have received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. Department 
Executive Director Michele Bever says 26 percent of the approximately 45,200 residents in 
the area have the first shot, with 15-percent of the group having received either both doses 
of the two dose series or received the one dose vaccine. Bever also provided a county-by-
county breakdown of the vaccine distribution.

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Nebraska State Fair Board Votes to Support Games of Chance at the Fair :30
01/23/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The Nebraska State Fair Board voted to show support for a bill in the legislature that will 
allow games of chance at the fair. The bill proposed by Senator Ray Aguilar would overturn a 
century old law that prohibits games of chance near a fair. Fonner Park plans to build a 
casino now that gambling is allowed at horse racetracks. The park plans to also build a hotel 
on the grounds. If the law is not overturned, the casino would have to halt business for 15 
days a year.

LB255 Would Help Support Families of Fallen First Responders :30
01/27/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday
Nebraska’s first responders put themselves on the line every single day and now Senator 
Matt Hansen of District 26 introduced LB255 to help support families in case of a deadly 
incident. Senator Hansen has been working on perfecting this bill for roughly five years now 
and says he thinks he’s finally got it at a place where it will pass.  If passed, first responders 
would get to choose beneficiaries that if anything happened to them would receive a one-
time $50,000 payment.

GIPD Receives Thousands of Dollars to Keep Victim Assistance Program Running 
:30
02/11/21 Local4 10pm Thursday
The Grand Island Police Department received more than $128,000 to keep their Victims of 
Crime Assistance Program running. This program has been providing resources for victims 
and witnesses of crime for nearly 20 years, and through these funds it will help keep two 
full-time employees on the payroll who dedicate their time to oversee these efforts. They 
help victims apply for protection orders, court documents and other resources to get them 
through the process. The department said most times the criminal justice process becomes 
too much about the offender, but through this program they’re working to change that.

Hastings City Counsel to Vote on Future of Mask Policy :30
02/18/21 Local4 10pm Thursday 
The Hastings City Council discussed if they should vote to extend the mask policy or let it 
expire next week. At their Thursday work session, the council heard from the South 
Heartland District Health Department and UNMC about the latest trends in cases. According 
to the SHDHD, the test positive and hospitalization rates have been dropping since the latest 
spike in November when the mask policy was put in place. Executive Director Michele Bever 
said it’s promising to see those numbers, but it still isn’t as low as they’d want it. The district 



is also a long way from herd immunity through the vaccine. It’ll take about 70% of the 
district to be vaccinated and right now it is only about 11% who have gotten their first dose.

Nebraska Senators Respond to Relief Bill :30
03/06/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The Senate approved the $1.9 trillion pandemic relief package on Saturday. The bill was 
approved by a party-line vote of 50-49 and now heads back to the House for final passage, 
which is expected early next week. U.S. Senator Ben Sasse (R-Neb.) and U.S. Senator Deb 
Fischer (R-Neb.) voted against the stimulus. 

Kearney Introduces Pothole Patrol :30
03/08/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
The City of Kearney has a new program that will get rid of those pesky potholes you may 
drive over on your way to work. Introducing “Pothole Patrol.” Starting Monday, March 8, 
people can report a pothole in the city by simply emailing potholes@kearneygov.org. Public 
works staff will receive your report and coordinate crews to repair reported areas. The city 
said you find them and we will fix them.

Governments Delay Access to Public Records During Pandemic :30
03/14/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Governors, legislatures, and local officials have suspended or ignored laws that set 
deadlines to respond to records requests. Many officials have cited obstacles for staff 
members who work from home or who are overwhelmed with crisis management. Some 
requests that used to take days or weeks now take months. New data shows that 
government agencies saw a sixfold increase last year in the time spent on records requests.

GI Fire Shares Challenges Over the Past Year :30
03/16/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
Fire Chief Schmidt said it was late March of 2020 when Grand Island Fire crews responded to 
their first known COVID patient. Since then, GIFD has been called out to around 900 patients 
experiencing COVID-like symptoms. He said of those, 400 had to be transported to local 
hospitals. He adds that his crews also had to take patients from CHI Health St. Francis to 
Lincoln and Omaha so that facilities wouldn’t reach its capacity. And much like the 
community, firefighters themselves were hit hard by COVID-19. Twenty-two out of 63 shift 
personnel were infected with the virus. Seventeen more had to be quarantined due to 
significant exposure of the virus.

Grand Island Veterans Help Fellow Vet Facing Eviction :30
03/16/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
World War II veteran Jack Wilson is facing eviction from his apartment at Regency 
Retirement Homes. His fellow Grand Island veterans are standing up for him and trying to 
get local government involved to help him stay. The group showed up to the Hall County 
Board of Commissioners meeting Tuesday morning to ask for help keeping Wilson in his 
home. The board voted unanimously to draft a letter to several state leaders including the 
governor to see how they can help support Wilson through this process.

Hastings City Council Approves Upgrades for 911 Dispatch Center :30
03/23/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
The Hastings City Council approved the bid for upgrades in the 911 dispatch center in the 
Hastings Police Department. The $57,000 upgrade will replace desks, chairs and install 
faster software. There are talks of eventually getting new computers and radio systems 
down the road. For now, it is focused on helping the dispatchers be more comfortable and 
able to do their work. The remodel will also replace the floors and other aspects of the call 



center to get more modern equipment as much of the current equipment is outdated. It will 
also add space for a fourth dispatcher that could be needed as the city population grows. 
The project is expected to wrap up around the end of August.

Governor Ricketts Tours St. Paul Distillery as Part of Ag Day Activities :30
03/23/21 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
Tuesday is National Ag Day and to celebrate Governor Pete Ricketts is visited some local 
businesses to acknowledge the hard work they do all year. With agriculture being the top 
industry in the state and accounting for about 20% of the state’s economy, the governor 
said it was important to highlight those Nebraskans. He took a private tour of the Loup River 
Distillery Tuesday afternoon. Distillery owners grow all their own product, then creates 
whisky, vodka and other types of adult beverages. For a portion of last year, they halted 
their production and started to make hand sanitizer instead, helping to fill a great need all 
over the world.

Social Security Recipients Still Waiting on Latest Stimulus Check :30
03/25/21 Local4 6pm Thursday 
While millions of Americans have already received their most recent stimulus payments, 
millions more haven’t received their money and don’t know when it’s coming. At last check, 
the IRS stated it sent out about 127 million payments. However, the wait has to do with the 
Social Security Administration. Lawmakers in Washington wrote a letter to the agency 
Wednesday stating that 30 million Social Security recipients are still waiting for the checks 
because it hasn’t released payment files needed to issue them. The letter was sent by 
members of the Ways and Means Committee, giving the agency 24 hours to act.

VOLUNTEERISM/ COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/DIVERSITY

Salvation Army (On-going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Wednesdays
Interviews with the Salvation Army weekly  to discuss volunteer opportunities as well as 
needs within the community that viewers can donate to.

Grand Island Area Habitat For Humanity Asks for Aluminum Cans :30
01/06/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday
The Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity is asking for empty beer and soda cans. The 
annual Cans for Habitat drive is more important to them this year than ever. They have been 
selected among other Habitat affiliates across the country to compete to see who can collect 
the most aluminum cans. The one with the most gets a $5,000 prize. The Grand Island 
Habitat said they need those funds for the builds in the next calendar year.

Grand Island Church Offers Grief Divorce Support :30
01/09/21 Local4 6pm Saturday
The pandemic has been tough in many ways, some have left marriages and others have 
even lost loved ones. Destiny Church in Grand Island has two programs they are opening up 
to the community to find support. Hammond has been running the Divorce Care program 
since he and his ex-wife took it years ago. He said it helped them heal and begin to move 
on. Just this week the church began the Grief Share program. It aims to give people who 
have lost a loved one the tools to begin their recovery and keep them from getting stuck 
asking the question ‘Where do I go from here?’. Virtual courses are now available to meet 
the need through the pandemic.

https://www.divorcecare.org/


Hastings YMCA Exceeds Fundraiser Goal :30
01/13/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday
The Hastings YMCA has wrapped up its annual fundraising campaign and came out over 
their goal. The organization aimed to raise $230,000 and ended up with over $232,000. With 
attendance down about 20 percent they are thankful their members are still supporting 
them through the pandemic. The funds will play a big role in their programs and services in 
2021.

Dannebrog Rallies Around Injured Community Member :30
01/23/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
After moving to town five years ago to start Dannebrog Delights, an ice cream shop 
downtown, he has found his way into any project to benefit the village. “I was on a project 
helping someone else and I fell off a roof and consequently broke my leg, broke my arm, 
and lost sight in my left eye,” Tim Hannibal said. He was life-flighted to Omaha and spent 
weeks in the hospital. Back in Dannebrog, his friends and neighbors knew they needed to do 
something for the man who is always there for them. When he returned from the hospital, 
he found a ramp had been built with donated wood by the volunteer fire department to get 
his wheelchair in his home. From well wishes to caring for his dogs, Dannebrog was there.

Hall County Historical Society Reaches Goal to Place Marker :30
01/24/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
The Hall County Historical Society has finally raised enough money to give a beloved 
firefighter a proper burial. After weeks of Marker Monday Fundraisers at local restaurants, 
they managed to raise a little over their $600 goal earlier this week. The Historical Society 
partnered with the Grand Island Firefighters Union to put a marker on the unmarked grave 
of Tommy Goodchild. He was the owner of the first black-owned barbershop in Grand Island 
in the late 1800′s, and a firefighter for one of the first volunteer fire departments in the city.

Downtown Center Association Raises Money for Hastings Food Pantry :30
01/28/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
During the pandemic the Hastings Food Pantry has seen a variety of needs, so the 
Downtown Center Association is holding a fundraiser to help keep their shelves stocked. 
Until February 14, the association is collecting money at different businesses on the north 
and south sides of downtown. Whichever side collects the most, Allen’s or Russ’s Market 
have pledged to buy food to help the pantry. The food pantry helps hundreds of people a 
month and through the pandemic they have seen a fluctuation of need. They are always 
available for people who need a little help between paychecks.

Hope Harbor to Help Those in Need During Winter Weather :30
02/15/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The recent wave of winter weather has brought more people into places like Hope Harbor in 
Grand Island. The staff said they typically see an increase when it’s too cold to stay outside 
or sleep in a car, but Hope Harbor isn’t only for people who are homeless. They also have 
resources to help anyone who is struggling during this time. They ask the community 
members to keep an eye on their neighbors and refer those in need to them.

Ball Field Improvements Nearly Complete at Hastings Recreation Fields :30
03/02/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
Baseball players will see new improvements at a few of the city ball fields just in time for 
spring. Construction of the ball field improvements began in December at the North and 
South Recreation Fields along North Saunders Avenue and at Carter Park field on West E 
Street. Improvements include new scoreboards, backstop fencing and enclosed dugouts. 



Construction for the entire project is expected to be completed by April 1. The $120,000 
project was funded by the Parks and Recreation sales tax fund.

JBS to Support Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity :30
03/02/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
On Tuesday, the company said it donate $200,000 to the Grand Island Area Habitat for 
Humanity to help fund homebuilding for JBS team members. The donation will be used to 
build two homes and leveraged as JBS team members are accepted into Habitat’s loan 
program. This is the largest single donation to the organization’s housing program.

Triple Crown Craft Show Wraps Up :30
03/07/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
Fonner Park hosted the Triple Crown Craft show over the weekend. Organizers said there 
was something for everybody with more than 90 vendors and a wide variety of goods. This is 
the first time they have hosted this craft show. Normally they do another one during the 
Kentucky Derby. They had a pretty good turnout. It also helped to be smack dab in the 
middle of the horse racing area.

Hastings Family to Raise Awareness for Cancer Screening After Losing Love One 
:30
03/07/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
A family in Hastings is remembering a loved one who lost his battle to cancer just a few 
months ago. An upcoming fundraiser is set to raise money for James Parson’s family and 
also to raise awareness on the disease. James owned Wanda’s bar with his wife in downtown 
Hastings for almost 15 years, until he passed away last December. His family and friend now 
plan to host a fundraiser to not only help with his medical bills, but also to raise awareness 
on the importance of regular cancer screenings.

New Summer Festival Happening in Hastings :30
03/15/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
The Hastings Family YMCA is partnering with the Adams County Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and Hastings Parks and Recreation to host a summer festival like you’ve never seen 
before. On Saturday, June 12, get ready for “SummerFest” at Brickyard Park. It will run from 
2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. The festival will include unique activities such as zip lining, bungee 
trampolines, rock walls, ropes courses, and so much more.

Gibbon To Celebrate 150th :30
03/15/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
Gibbon is celebrating its 150th year with activities all year long. To kick off the events, 
Gibbon will host an open house at the Heritage Center from 1 to 7 p.m. followed by a 
program at 7 p.m. on April 7, commemorating the actual day the town was founded. Family 
members of the old settlers will be present. Calendar of events is available online.  

Annual Women’s March for Equality Returns to Hastings :30
03/20/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Dozens of people gathered in Hastings on Saturday for their fifth annual women’s march. 
They started around 1:00 p.m. at Central Park. The ladies marched downtown streets and 
then ended their event with remarks from four speakers. The march tackles topics of 
inequality such as in the workplace and healthcare, with a special focus this year on the 
recent shooting in Atlanta, which took the life of eight people including six women. The 
group believes it’s important to get together to fight for those who don’t always have a 
voice.



Nebraskans Celebrate World Down Syndrome Day :30
03/21/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
Sunday was World Down Syndrome day and across the state Nebraskans were celebrating. 
People with Down syndrome are not only members of the community, but some are even 
the front-line heroes who’ve been getting us through the pandemic this last year. The group 
usually hosts a big event with food and bounce houses to celebrate, but this year most of 
the events were moved virtual. People were given yard signs and several businesses even 
got in on it, offering free services all week.

Nebraska Right to Life Hosts Souper Sunday Fundraiser :30
03/21/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
The South-Central Nebraska Right to Life hosted a soup supper at the Adams County 
Fairgrounds on Sunday. The group does this event every year, but this is the first time they 
did it drive-thru style. They sold chicken and chili soup from what was supposed to be from 
11 to 1:30 p.m. but by the time it hit noon, the soup was all gone. Organizers say they were 
shocked with how fast it sold out. Most of the proceeds from the supper will go to their 
billboard project, a campaign where they put their messages across town.

Cemetary Decoration Need to be Removed :30
03/26/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Kearney Cemetery officials are requesting that all Christmas blankets and decorations 
placed on graves be removed by Sunday, March 28. All decorations that are left will be 
removed by the cemetery staff after that date. Flowers in approved, permanent type flower 
vases can remain. A copy of the Floral Regulations is available on the city’s website.

KSNB PSAs PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT
OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

Topic of PSA (varying lengths of: 10, :15, :20, and :30)     # of Times Aired

1st Quarter PSA Totals KSNB NSNB

Alcohol & Drugs 68 56

Animal Welfare 126 31

Consumer Protection 100 85

Education 88 296

Environment/Ag 7 17

Family/Community 86 75

Health & Fitness 431 278

Military/Government 197 157

Safety 114 41

Outdoors/Recreation/Tourism 0 4

Volunteerism/Donations 351 263



Kid Targeted 49 956

Employment/Public Files 55 45


