
KSNB-TV / KNHL-TV

QUARTERLY LIST OF PROGRAMMING PROVIDING 
SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

Gray Television Licensee, LLC.
4th Quarter, 2020



4th Quarter 2020
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PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

On KSNB ( & KNHL DT2)
LOCAL4 TODAY AT 5AM              Monday thru Friday                                         5:00a-6:00a
LOCAL4 TODAY AT 6AM              Monday thru Friday                                         6:00a-7:00a
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 11:30              Monday thru 
Friday                                        11:30a-12:00p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 5PM                            Sunday thru Friday & Sunday                        5:00p-
5:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 6PM                            Monday thru Saturday                                    6:00p-
6:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 10PM                          Monday thru Sunday                                      10:00p-
10:35p

Also on KSNB DT2 (KNHL DT1, KOLN/KGIN DT3)
PURE NEBRASKA                                     Monday thru Friday                                          10:30-11p
NEBRASKA NEWS                    Monday thru Friday                                     
11:00-11:30p

All of the above programs are locally produced News programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issue-responsive stories of local importance.  

Webchannel/Mobile/Streaming/Aps:  Central Nebraska has a place to go for local news and 
information online and on the go.  As more people turn to alternative means for information on 
a daily basis, people can count on KSNB-TV (KSNBLocal4.com) to be the local news and 
information leader on all platforms.  Local4's website is an important source of local news stories 
of all kinds, emergency information, severe weather, amber alerts, community information, 
public service, and other resources. Local4's various digital platforms also feature live streaming 
throughout the day whether a scheduled newscast, or breaking news or weather of local 
importance, and also meet online closed captioning requirements. 

Regular Syndication Program:
Full Court Press w/Greta Van Sustren                                   Sunday                                            6:30-
7:00am

Regular NBC Network News Programs Carried by KSNB:
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:00-
4:30am
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:30-
5:00am
TODAY SHOW                                                  Monday thru Friday                    7:00-
11:00am
NBC NIGHTLY NEWS                                            Monday thru Sunday                  5:00-
5:30pm
SATURDAY TODAY SHOW                                  Saturdays                                    7:00-9:00am
SUNDAY TODAY SHOW                                       Sundays                                      7:00-8:00am



MEET THE PRESS            Sundays                      8:00-9:00am

All of the above programs are network news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 
issue-related Feature stories.   

All KSNB Newscasts are closed captioned for the hearing impaired.  Station conducts 
all weekly random EAS tests as well as monthly scheduled test in preparation of 
needed emergency announcements. Station airs Public File and Children's 
Programming Report spots as required. 

Examples of stories providing treatment of significant community issues this Quarter.

ALCOHOL & DRUGS

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money - This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing new

Shelton Woman Charged with Motor Vehicle Homicide for Hastings Crash :30
10/01/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Court records indicate Ashley Woitaszewski was the driver of a north-bound Ford F-350 
pickup traveling at a high rate of speed on Cedar street south of Heartwell Park in the early 
morning of Aug. 6. Investigators estimate the vehicle was travelling 60 mph prior to the 
crash.  One of the passengers in the pickup, Derek Lindstrom, 37, Grand Island, died of 
injuries he suffered in the crash. Woitaszewski and another passenger, Nicholas Montague, 
were treated for non-life-threatening injuries. Court records indicate that Woitaszewski’s 
blood alcohol level at the time of the crash was 0.12, which is four points above the legal 
intoxication limit of .08.

Pair Arrested with Large Amount of Meth :30
10/05/20 Local4 Midday Monday 
Grand Island police found two people unconscious in the front seats of a van parked at the 
Travel Lodge on South Locust Street early Monday morning. After waking them up, a woman 
later identified as Raquel Bloom rolled down the window, which allow officers to detect the 
smell of marijuana coming from the van. As a result, Bloom and Schmidt were both arrested 
for Possession with Intent to Deliver, Possession of Drug Paraphernalia and No Drug Tax 



Stamp. Bloom was also arrested for Possession of Drug Related Money and Schmidt was also 
arrested for Possession of Marijuana.

Grand Island Man Headed to Federal Prison :30
10/14/20 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
A local drug task force sting operation has resulted in prison for a Grand Island man. United 
States Attorney Joe Kelly announced that Miguel Serrato, 28, of Grand Island, Nebraska, was 
sentenced last week by Chief United States District Judge John M. Gerrard to 10 years in 
federal prison for distribution of 50 grams or more of methamphetamine, actual (pure). 
Following the prison term, Serrato will serve five years on supervised release. There is no 
parole in the federal system.

Kearney Raid Nets Meth, Case, Gun :30 
10/29/20 Local4 6pm Thursday 
The trio was arrested at approximately 6:10 a.m. Thursday at 1202 12th Avenue after an 
ongoing, joint investigation involving members of the Central Nebraska Drug and Safe Streets 
Task Force. According to Kearney Police Department, officers located approximately one 
pound of methamphetamine, money, drug paraphernalia, and a firearm. 

Troopers Find 49 Pounds of Marijuana in I-80 Traffic Stop :30
11/02/20 Local4 Midday Monday
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested a California man after finding nearly 
50 pounds of marijuana during a traffic stop on Interstate 80 near Kearney. At approximately 
5:40 p.m. Saturday, a trooper observed a Dodge Grand Caravan make an unsafe pass of a 
semi-tractor/truck trailer. The trooper performed a traffic stop on the van. During the traffic 
stop, the trooper detected the odor of marijuana. A search of the vehicle revealed 49 pounds 
of marijuana contained inside suitcases in the rear of the van.

Troopers Arrest 34 Impaired Drivers During Thanksgiving Enforcement :30
11/30/20 Local4 5pm Monday 
Nebraska State Troopers removed 34 impaired drivers from the road and assisted more than 
470 motorists during the Thanksgiving “Click It or Ticket” campaign. The campaign ran from 
Nov. 16 through Nov. 29. Throughout the campaign, troopers arrested 34 people for driving 
under the influence and cited 22 drivers for having an open alcohol container. Troopers also 
issued citations for speeding (776), minor in possession (7), driving under suspension (66), 
no proof of insurance (42), no seat belt (25), and improper child restraint (9). Troopers also 
performed 477 motorist assists during the campaign.

Kearney Man to Federal Prison :30
12/21/20 Local4 Midday Monday
A Kearney man convicted on federal drug and weapons charges will spend decades in 
prison. Marcus Navejar, 39, has been sentenced to a total of 35 years in prison for 
Conspiracy to Distribute Methamphetamine and for Possession of a Firearm in Connection 
with a Drug Trafficking Crime. It was Navejar’s second federal conviction on a drug-related 
weapons charge. The U.S Attorney’s office said Omaha police found out that Navejar paid 
$8,280 in drug money to a person at an Omaha hotel in June 2019. Police arrested him 
outside that hotel and found him with 16 grams of meth and a handgun. He later admitted 
that he had dealt five lbs of meth in the weeks before his arrest.

Golf Club Happy with City Decision to Alter Alcohol Sale Hours :30
12/23/20 Local4 6pm Wednesday



The city of Grand Island has increased alcohol sale hours this week which will allow only on-
site sales to start as early as 9 a.m. on Sundays. Local law enforcement may be reluctant, 
but bars, restaurants and golf clubs are ecstatic. Initially the city voted to change the hours 
for all venues, but Mayor Steele vetoed the decision after hearing Grand Island police 
express their concerns. According to GIPD, Sundays are proven to be the worst for DUI 
arrests.

ANIMAL WELFARE / PET SAFETY

Star Over Rover (On-Going)
Local4 Today at 6am   Weekly
Interview on News 5 Today on Wednesdays we feature an animal weekly that is in need of a 
good home plus tips/advice on how to better take care of your own pets.

Heartland Pet Connection (On-Going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Fridays 
Interview on News 5 at 11:30am on Wednesdays with the Heartland Pet Connection.  Tips and 
advice
on how to take care of your pets.  An animal that needs a good home is also featured.

 Nebraska State Patrol K-9 Passes Away After Medical Complications :30
10/01/20 Local4 6am Thursday
The Nebraska State Patrol posted on its Facebook page Wednesday afternoon that their police 
service dog Bane passed away due to medical complications last week. “We lost a good one 
folks. PSD Bane passed away due to medical complications last week. PSD Bane was 7 years 
old and had served with NSP since 2015. Bane located 1,560 pounds of drugs, 22 criminals 
and $1.5 Million in crime-related proceeds. That’s a career to be proud of. Rest easy, Bane, 
and thank you for your service to our great state.

St. Mark’s Church Blesses Animals With Prayers, Pats, and Kisses :30
10/03/20 Local4 10pm Saturday 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church in Hastings blessed their furry friends during their annual pet 
blessing ceremony on Saturday. People brought their animals to be blessed, and they also 
prayed for what they said is God’s living creatures. They prayed for any animals that have 
been hurt or abused, and they also asked for forgiveness for themselves if they’ve ever 
neglected their own pets. St. Mark’s also had the people walk their dogs around the church to 
get to know each other, and then they had a visiting mother bless each animal and even the 
stuffed ones with prayers, pats and kisses.

Kearney Man Convicted in Animal Cruelty Case :30
10/16/20 Local4 6am Friday 
A Kearney man has been convicted of animal cruelty for attacking his dog with a baseball bat, 
killing it and burying it in his backyard. Khaleem Baringer, 21, pleaded no contest to the felony 
charge as part of a deal with prosecutors who agreed to drop another charge in the case. A 
witness told police Baringer hit the dog several times in the head with the bat after it defecated 
on the floor and nipped at a woman as she tried to place the dog into a kennel.  Authorities 
say the dog’s skull and jaw were broken when its body was examined. Baringer will face up to 
three years in prison when he is sentenced.

New NSP K-9 Named for Trooper Dale Fahnholz
10/27/20 Local4 6pm Tuesday

https://www.ksnblocal4.com/2020/12/23/grand-island-city-council-votes-to-change-sunday-alcohol-sale-hours/


A new police K9 has officially joined the ranks of the Nebraska State Patrol. The newest NSP 
Police Service Dog is Fahn, named to honor Trooper Dale Fahnholz, who passed away 
suddenly on March 1, 2020. Fahn and his handler, Sergeant Workman, have been through 
months of training to earn certification. Fahn is a dual-purpose PSD, certified for narcotics 
detection and patrolling functions. Fahn will be stationed in Grand Island and patrol the 
same troop area in which Trooper Fahnholz spent the majority of his career.

Local Businesses host Trick-Or-Treat Dog Walk :30
10/31/20 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Several local businesses got together on Saturday to bring some Halloween fun to 
Downtown Hastings since the city cancelled their annual trick-or-treating event this year, 
but instead of kids getting candy, dogs dressed in costumes to not do tricks but to get 
treats. The Art Bar, Lemon & Co., I Am Me, First Street Brewing, Steeple Brewery, and 
Berkshire Hathaway Realty passed out treats and favors during their first-ever Trick-or-Treat 
Dog Walk.

K-9 Murphy Officially Sworn In :30
11/11/20 Local4 6am Wednesday 
The Kearney Police Department has a new K-9 team ready to serve the community. KPD 
officer Zach Schwarz and his new K-9 partner Murphy attended Tuesday night’s city council 
meeting where Murphy was officially sworn in. Kearney Police Chief Bryan Waugh welcomed 
Murphy to the team and said a job well done to Officer Schwarz. Officer Schwarz worked 
over the past 18 weeks, successfully completing training and dual-purpose Police Service 
Dog state certification.

Lincoln Family Raising Money for Service Dog :30
11/28/20 Local4 6pm Saturday
A Lincoln boy with a disability called Fetal Alcohol Syndrome is now raising money for a 
service dog. His adoptive mother said this is something he needs to control some of his 
extreme outbursts daily. Heather Piper-Hay adopted 8-year-old Lewis at birth. She says as 
he got older, that’s when symptoms of fetal alcohol syndrome started showing and knows 
he’ll need this dog to keep him safe. As of Saturday, Heather has raised $7,000 for a service 
dog, but she needs about $17,000 just to start the process. Heather is hopeful she’ll raise 
enough money soon as she said Lewis will need a service dog before he gets older and his 
outbursts get out of control. If and when they do raise the $17,000, it’ll still take about 18 to 
24 months before Lewis can get a trained service dog living with him at home.

Animal Shelter Has Senior Pets in Need of Forever Homes :30
11/29/20 Local4 5pm Sunday
It’s Adopt a Senior Pet Month, and even though November is almost over, the Voice for 
Companion Animals in Grand Island has many senior pets to adopt and foster year-round. 
People tend to adopt younger animals, but the older ones need homes too.  The Voice for 
Companion Animals has one senior dog and several cats over the age of 10 right now. The 
longer these animals sit in cages they go stir crazy, they get depressed and are more likely 
to get euthanized. The shelter said seniors need human interaction and a forever home to 
be truly happy.

Local Animal Shelter Moves Forward with Renovations :30
12/27/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
The Voice for Companion Animals is getting a much-needed face lift. Over the last several 
months, they’ve been renovating their animal shelter little by little to finally make it their 
own. It’s taken the animal shelter almost five years to start this process. They couldn’t start 
tearing down and painting walls until they owned the property. It finally happened last 
summer, when a mysterious donor payed the remaining balance to secure the place. They 
put in new windows, hardwood flooring, a new door and a furnace. They also fixed the old 



leaky roof and installed a new back door. The shelter said they wouldn’t have been able to 
do this if it wasn’t for all the people who have helped out.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm
Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Kearney Bans Burning :30
10/06/20 Local4 5pm Tuesday
In a Tuesday press release Kearney fire Chief Jim Tacha announced a ban on burn permits 
until there’s measurable moisture. Burn permits are suspended for the time being in an 
effort to reduce the threat to lives and property. Warmer conditions, lack of winter moisture 
and low relative humidity have caused vegetation to dry quickly.

US Postal Service to Increase Prices in 2021 :30
10/10/20 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The U.S. Postal Service filed notice with the Postal Regulatory Commission that it’s planning 
to increase prices. The new proposal raises the price for first-class mail by 1.8% and all other 
categories by 1.5%. Some prices will remain unchanged, like the forever stamp at 55 cents 
while others will only go up one cent. The single-piece letter additional ounce is set to 
increase from 15 cents to 20.

Tri-City Storm Announce Saturdays Game Will be Played without Fans :30
10/13/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
With the recent increase of reported cases of COVID-19 in the local community, the Tri-City 
Storm is limiting access to the Viaero Center and will not have fans in attendance on 
Saturday, Oct. 17 for the first scheduled pre-season game against the Lincoln Stars. Officials 
are working with the Two Rivers Health Department and mutually feel it is in the best 
interest of the fans and Kearney community to not have fans at the first game.

Political Texts, How Groups Get Your Information :30
11/01/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
Voters are sounding off about constant calls and messages for the upcoming election. Many 
of them call it spam. Political campaigns begin ramping up at the start of election season, 
sending the unsolicited messages to inform voters, donors or activists of candidates' 
platforms, etc. Many times, the communication is coming from campaign workers or 
volunteers and being sent to a large list of phone numbers pulled from publicly available 
voter files. And that information, your information, is for sale.

Nebraska Secretary of State Reports Robo Calls Telling Voters to Stay Home :30
11/03/20 Local4 6am Tuesday 
The Nebraska Secretary of State is reporting several instances of voters receiving robo calls 
to “stay home and stay safe” on Tuesday morning. According to the Secretary of State’s 
office, the anonymous calls started coming in Tuesday morning. However, Secretary of State 
Bob Evnen is reminding voters polling places across the state are open and “our voters and 
our poll workers will be kept safe.”

Old Potash, Kaufman, Claude Road to Reopen This Week :30



11/23/20 Local4 5am Monday
Drivers in Grand Island will have a few more roads with the reopening of Old Potash 
Highway, Kaufman Avenue and Claude Road. The Grand Island Public Works Department 
announced these roads will be back open to traffic on Wednesday. The new roundabout at 
the intersection of Old Potash Highway and North Road is complete and will be part of the 
opening.

BBB Warns of Online Shopping Scams Ahead of Black Friday :30
11/25/20 Local4 6am Wednesday
The COVID-19 pandemic has caused many brick-and-mortar businesses to improve their 
efforts in the digital space, and consumers are seeking great online shopping experiences to 
help them purchase their gifts and supplies. Ads for fabulous online deals are everywhere, 
tempting consumers with great prices and free shipping offers.

LSO: Woman Loses $30,000 in Amazno Account Scam :30
12/01/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
A Malcolm woman nearly lost $30,000 out of her bank account after a scammer accessed 
her laptop and bank information. The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office said a 66-year-old 
woman from Malcolm got a voicemail saying a $350 purchase had been made on 
her Amazon account and if she didn’t authorize that purchase, she needed to call a number 
and speak to a representative. The woman told LSO she called the number and spoke to a 
man who talked her into allowing him to access her laptop. Investigators said while she was 
watching, the man accessed her bank account and her balance went from $30,000 to zero in 
seconds.

CRIME AND PERSONAL SAFETY

Grand Island Man Pleads Not Guilty in Terroristic Threats Case :30
10/01/20 Local4 6am Thursday 
Police arrested Mark Simons, 54, on June 30 after a stand-off at his home in the 900 block of 
East 11th street. They were called to the scene after a report of a partially clothed woman 
fleeing the house screaming. The woman told police that Simons tried to have sex with her 
and when she refused, he shot at her. Court records indicate that a single shot was fired. 
Simons is charged with Attempted First-Degree Sexual Assault, Terroristic Threats, 
Possession of a Deadly Weapon in Commission of a Felony, Second Degree Assault and 
Unlawful Discharge of a Firearm. This week he pleaded not guilty to all five charges.

Multi Vehicle Accident on I-80 Near Grand Island :30
10/06/20 Local4 6am Tuesday 
Emergency crews were called to the scene of a multi-vehicle accident on Interstate 80 near 
the Grand Island interchange Tuesday morning in which a driver of one of the vehicles was 
transported to CHI Health St. Francis with a broken leg. One vehicle hit a deer near mile 
marker 312 and went off to the passing lane shoulder on I-80 westbound. That driver was 
uninjured.  Traffic was slowed down and moved to one lane for a section of I-80 westbound 
as emergency crews worked to investigate and clear the scene.

Woman Safe After Driving Vehicle into Heartwell Lake :30
10/06/20 Local4 6am Tuesday
The incident happened shortly after 6 p.m. Monday, when police say the woman had parked 
her car just north of the lake. That’s when they say she tried to readjust the way she parked, 
and accidentally put the car in drive instead of reverse. Shortly after, police say she drove 
into the lake. She quickly escaped the vehicle before it became submerged in the lake and 



made it back to shore safely with assistance from onlookers at the scene. Hastings Police 
have not released the name or age of the woman but did confirm that she was the only 
person inside the vehicle when it went into the water.

Storage Building at MARC Destroyed by Fire :30
10/06/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
A metal storage building being used as a pole shed at the Meat Animal Research Center 
near Clay Center was destroyed by fire Tuesday morning. A USDA spokesperson said there 
were no employees or animals in the shed of the federal facility at the time. No person or 
animals were injured through the course of putting out the flames. Firefighters were able to 
contain the flames to the building, preventing it from spreading to an adjacent tree line or a 
nearby propane tank.

Shooting Stabbing Overnight Appear Related :30
10/08/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Grand Island police are continuing to investigate two related overnight incidents, one of 
which included a shooting, the other a stabbing. Police captain Jim Duering described the 
two incidents as non-random. He says they are investigating multiple scenarios as possible 
motives in the shooting and stabbing. They are not providing names of the victims or any 
suspects at this time as the investigation is on-going.
Two Dead After Crash in Red Willow County, One Person Arrested :30
10/11/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
According to officials, 36-year-old Charles Edward Decker of Indianola, Nebraska died as a 
result of a motor-vehicle collision between two vehicles on Highway 6/34 near mm 96 during 
the early morning hours of Oct. 8, 2020 at around 2 a.m. The cause of the collision is still 
under investigation and this investigation is being handled by the Nebraska State Patrol. 
Also deceased at the scene was 30-year-old Steven Lee Weaver of the McCook area. This 
matter remains under investigation by the Red Willow County Sheriff’s Office and the NSP. In 
connection with the investigation 33-year-old Alva C. Decker of Indianola, Nebraska was 
arrested late Friday afternoon. 

Seward County Sheriff’s Office and NSP Search for Armed Subjects :30
10/12/20 Local4 5pm Monday 
The Nebraska State Patrol says the suspect who fled a traffic stop on Monday has been 
apprehended. In a tweet sent out late Monday night, NSP says the subject was taken into 
custody with the help of two K-9s. The entire incident from start to finish lasted roughly 
seven hours, according to NSP. It all began when the suspect fled the I-80 stop on foot in the 
area of mile marker 380. The Seward County Sheriff’s Office and NSP say he ran north into a 
cornfield between 224th Road and 210th Road, just a few miles northeast of Milford.

Grand Island Man Says He’s Not Guilty of Trying to Kill Ex-Wife :30
10/12/20 Local4 5pm Monday 
A Grand Island man accused of trying to kill his wife said he’s not guilty. According to 
officials, 45-year-old Mario Chavez is charged with First Degree Attempted Murder, First 
Degree Assault, two counts of Use of a Firearm to commit a felony and Intentional Animal 
Cruelty. He was arrested in August of 2019 after his wife was shot in the back. Police said he 
attacked his wife early in the morning of the day the pair were scheduled for a divorce 
hearing. In previous court testimony Chavez claimed he was in black-out and didn’t 
remember any of the events of that morning. Chavez last week pleaded not guilty to all six 
felony charges. His next court hearing is scheduled in Nov. 12.

Suspect of Stolen Vehicle Pursuit Dies Following Crash :30
10/14/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday 



At approximately 11:30 a.m. Wednesday, NSP received information about a stolen semi-
tractor that was traveling eastbound on Van Dorn, east of Lincoln. The trooper attempted a 
traffic stop, but the vehicle fled, traveling at 80 miles per hour on the gravel road. As the 
vehicle reached 148th street, it failed to stop at a stop sign and collided with the trailer of a 
semi-tractor/truck trailer. The trooper then located the driver of the stolen semi-tractor, who 
was deceased. The driver of the other semi-tractor was not injured.

Bailey Boswell Found Guilty of First-Degree Murder :30
10/14/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
After three years, the Loofe family has justice for 24-year-old Sydney’s death. As a jury of 
eight men and four women found Bailey Boswell guilty of first-degree murder, improper 
disposal of human remains and conspiracy to commit murder. The jury deliberated for just 
over three hours. 

Man Arrested After Cutting Police Officer :30
10/14/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
A Grand Island police officer received a cut on his hand while trying to detain a man 
attempting to stab him with a knife. The incident began Tuesday afternoon near the 
intersection of East Bismark Road and South Pine Street in Pier Park.  As officers arrived, the 
man - identified as Omer Arbab - took a three-inch bladed knife from a bag. Arbab tried to 
stab the officer in the chest but ended up cutting him in the left hand. Arbab was arrested 
for 2nd degree assault on a police officer, obstruction, use of a weapon to commit a felony 
and resisting arrest. He is being held in the Hall County Jail.

Officials say 4 Dead in House Fire in Eastern Nebraska :30
10/19/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
The fire broke out Saturday morning in a house in the heart of Columbus, which is about 70 
miles west of Omaha, the Omaha World-Herald reported. Two adults and two young people 
were pulled from the house and taken to a local hospital, where they were pronounced 
dead, according to Columbus Fire Chief Dan Miller. Authorities had not released the victims' 
names or listed the cause of the fire by early Monday morning. The fire is being investigated 
by State Fire Marshal’s Office.

Merrick County Sheriff Investigating Stolen :30
10/20/20 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
The Merrick County Sheriff’s Office is investigating after they say an ATM was stolen from 
Pinnacle Bank in Palmer. The incident happened at 3:22 a.m. Tuesday morning. Officials said 
two suspects used a log chain and a stolen pickup truck to forcibly pull the ATM off the wall. 
This left behind damage to both the building and the ATM and they left the scene with the 
vault. The truck and chain have since been recovered, but the department asks if anyone 
has information on who is at fault, they call it in. 

Road Rage Incident on I-80 Leads to Arrest 
10/20/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested a man following the report of a driver 
pointing a firearm at another driver on Interstate 80. The incident occurred on Interstate 80 
in Keith County at approximately 12:05 a.m. Tuesday. The driver of a semi-tractor/cattle 
trailer reported a road rage incident in which the driver of a Ford pickup pointed a handgun 
at him. The driver, Victor Troches Reyes, 39, of Kansas City, Missouri, was arrested for 
making terroristic threats, carrying a concealed weapon, and use of a deadly weapon to 
commit a felony. He was lodged in Keith County Jail.

Grand Island Teen Assaulted in Apparent Armed Robbery :30
10/20/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday



According to Grand Island police, the incident happened just before 2:00 p.m. in the 800 
Block of West Charles Street. Police said the victim, a 15-year-old male, was held at gun 
point, assaulted and had his keys taken from him. The victim also stated the assailants 
struck him with the firearm, demanded property from him and then threatened to return and 
kill him and his mother. The investigation is ongoing, but police do feel they have valid 
suspects in mind.
 
Police Arrest Suspect in Quarter-Million Dollar Grand Island Burglary :30
10/23/20 Local4 6am Friday 
A Grand Island man faces three felony charges in connection with a Sept. 26 burglary at a 
downtown Grand Island jewelry store. Estid Barrios, 28, is charged with felony burglary and 
two counts of felony criminal mischief. Police said the suspect cut a hole in a cement wall of 
a church in the 400 block of West 3rd Street that adjoins the Oro-Mex Jewelry store. Once 
inside, they were then able to cut open two safes and take jewelry and other items valued at 
a total of $250,000. Barrios is free on bond and his case is pending in Hall County Court. The 
max penalty for felony burglary is 20 years in prison.

Amber Alert: 2 Missing Girls Found Safe After 2 Boys are Killed :30
10/24/20 Local4 6pm Saturday
Two girls who were abducted from a Kansas home where two boys were found dead 
Saturday have been found safe in Oklahoma. The Kansas Bureau of Investigation said 
Saturday night the suspect’s vehicle was found by the Oklahoma Highway Patrol near the 
city of Erick. The suspect is now in custody. Investigators identified the missing girls as 3-
year-old Aven Jackson and 7-year-old Nora Jackson. An Amber Alert said the suspect in the 
abduction is the girls' father, 40-year-old Donny Jackson. Leavenworth County Emergency 
Management said in a Facebook post that Jackson is also a person of interest in the 
homicides.

9-Year-Old Nebraska Boy Killed in Hunting Accident :30
10/26/20 Local4 6am Monday 
The Lancaster County Sheriff’s Office said a 9-year-old Seward boy was killed in a hunting 
accident near Branched Oak Lake on Sunday morning. LSO said the young boy accidentally 
shot himself while pheasant hunting with his father. Authorities said Gunnar Holte, 9, was 
shooting at a bird, went to reload a shotgun, and the gun fired. An off-duty Lincoln Police 
officer was also in the area hunting and tried to help the boy. The child was taken to the 
hospital where life-saving measures were not successful.

Two Arrested in Grand Island Drug Bust :30
10/26/20 Local4 5pm Monday
Police were watching the home in the 900 block of South Sycamore Street when they saw 
what was believed to be a drug transaction. Upon entering the home, Augustine Trejo, 27 of 
Grand Island, was found to have a large quantity of packaging materials that were thought 
to be able to be used for drug trafficking. Police said he also had a package of marijuana 
estimated to weigh one pound, along with a digital scale and ledger. Police believe some 
evidence at the scene points to as much as 100 pounds of marijuana having been sold from 
the house.

Former State Fair Exec Headed to Trial :30
10/27/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
The former Financial Director for the Nebraska State Fair is headed to trial to defend himself 
against charges that he stole money from the fair. Patrick Kopke is charged with three counts 
of felony theft in Hall County. The charges are for theft of movable property of value greater 
than $5,000. Each charge could lead to 20 years in prison each with potential reparation 
payments for the stolen goods. On Monday, Kopke waived an evidence hearing in Hall County 
Court. The judge transferred the case to Hall County District Court. 



Man Arrested for Grand Island Car Break ins :30
10/27/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
Amid a rash of car break-ins and thefts from those cars the day before, Grand Island police 
have a man in custody alleged to have done four other break-ins early Tuesday morning. Frank 
Rodriguez, III, was arrested shortly after midnight Tuesday in a car he broke into on West 10th 
Street. Police said Rodriguez admitted to breaking the windows of four different cars and 
stealing stereos, speakers and a wallet.

Buffalo County Suspect Uses Tractor as Get Away :30
10/28/20 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Buffalo County authorities are on the lookout for a man they believe stole a pickup, tried to 
steal fuel at a farm, and used a tractor as a get-away vehicle. Kearney Police, Shelton Police, 
and the Nebraska State Patrol assisted. The Kearney Police K-9 and the Buffalo County 
Sheriff’s drone were used in the investigation.

Kansas Man Arrested in Nebraska on Child Enticement Charges :30
10/29/20 Local4 6am Thursday 
Nebraska State Patrol troopers took 24-year-old Bradley Burris into custody on Tuesday in 
Wood River. He is facing two counts of enticement of a child by electronic communication 
device. NSP investigators worked with the Fairbury Police Department, Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s Office, and the Kansas Bureau of Investigation (KBI) to make the arrest. The 
investigation began with a report to the Fairbury Police Department. During the investigation, 
NSP, KBI, and several other agencies became involved. Investigators obtained search warrants 
for social media accounts connected to Burris and discovered multiple sexually explicit videos 
involving a juvenile.

Central City Man Killed in Crash on Hwy 30 :30
11/02/20 Local4 5am Monday 
A Central City man was killed following a two-vehicle accident Friday afternoon. Dispatch 
received multiple 911 reports of the accident between a semi-truck and a Chevy Cobalt. 
Before crews arrived on scene, the semi-truck was fully engulfed in flames and the other 
vehicle was in the north ditch. The sheriff’s office said a preliminary investigation concluded 
that the driver of the Chevy Cobalt, identified as 44-year-old Eric Johnson, crossed the center 
line of the highway and collided with the semi. Johnson, who was not wearing a seat belt, was 
pronounced dead at the scene. The other driver was uninjured. Neither drugs or alcohol are 
believed to be a factor in the accident.

Three Arrested in Kearney for Kidnapping, Burglary and More :30
11/03/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
Three men are in police custody after an incident early Tuesday morning which included 
trespassing, kidnapping and burglary. Ashton Holland, 28, of Austin, Texas, Randy Judd, 21, 
of Kearney and Billy Fletcher, 34, of Holdredge were arrested after a traffic stop with charges 
of kidnapping, burglary, trespassing, terroristic threats, use of a firearm to commit a felony 
and multiple firearm possession charges.

SWAT Makes Arrest in Red Willow County :30
12/10/20 Local4 5pm Thursday
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol SWAT Team have arrested a person wanted in 
connection with a homicide investigation in Red Willow County. During the morning hours of 
Thursday, December 10, NSP SWAT was activated to effectuate the arrest of Travis 
Terwilliger, 45, of McCook. Terwilliger had an active felony warrant for use of a firearm to 
commit a felony, accessory to a felony, and terroristic threats. With the assistance of the 
Red Willow County Sheriff’s Office and McCook Police Department, NSP SWAT was able to 



apprehend Terwilliger at his home at 304 East 2nd Street in McCook without incident. 
Terwilliger was lodged in Red Willow County Jail.

NSP Investigating Shooting in Palisade :30
12/21/20 Local4 Midday Monday
NSP Investigators were called-in Friday, after the Hayes County Sheriff’s Office responded to 
the scene at 308 North Osborn in Palisade. A victim was located with multiple gunshot 
wounds. The victim was transported to Great Plains Health in North Platte and is expected to 
survive. The Hayes County Sheriff’s Office has requested that the Nebraska State Patrol be 
the lead agency in the investigation. Preliminary investigation was completed at the scene 
Friday. The Hayes County Sheriff’s Office, Hitchcock County Sheriff’s Office, Palisade Fire 
and Rescue assisted on scene. The investigation remains ongoing.

Armed Robber Takes Hundreds of Dollars from Grand Island Caseys Store :30
12/28/20 Local4 Midday Monday 
Grand Island police are looking for a suspect in an apparent armed robbery from over the 
weekend. According to police, the incident happened just before 10 p.m. on Saturday at the 
Casey’s gas station on W Capital Ave. Police said a man walked behind the sales counter, 
presented a handgun and demanded the money that was in the register. The suspect fled 
before police arrived but did take off with approximately $500.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / JOBS / MONEY MATTERS

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm
Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Aksarben Stock Show a Hit for Grand Island Retailers :30
10/01/20 Local4 10pm Thursday
The Aksarben Stock Show was the biggest Grand Island has ever seen this past weekend, 
and tourism officials said this was a huge help to the local economy. During a city broadcast 
with the Grand Island Convention and Visitors Bureau, officials said the show had its biggest 
turnout since it came to Grand Island four years ago. It had hotels booked, restaurants 
packed and increased business for retailers.

GI Loses Several Businesses During Pandemic, Prepare for Second Wave :30
10/06/20 Local4 6pm Tuesday
Medical experts across the state predict a second wave of COVID-19 as winter approaches, 
leaving business owners concerned about what that could mean for them. The Grand Island 
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Cindy Johnson said in a community briefing on 
Tuesday that the city lost several businesses when the pandemic first hit the area. Aid from 
the federal government was crucial in helping businesses keep their doors opened.

Kearney Starting Covid Grant Program :30
10/14/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
The city of Kearney is offering help to local non-profits struggling during the pandemic. The 
city received $1.6 million from state CARES Act funding. They’re going to used $300,000 of 
that money for the COVID-19 Community Betterment Grant Program. This grant is available 
to all non-profit organizations located within the City of Kearney. Non-profit organizations 



can apply for funding up to $10,000 which must be used for Community Betterment 
Purposes as defined in the grant application.

Arson in Clay County Damages Farm Equipment :30
10/16/20 Local4 Midday Friday 
State authorities are investigating a Clay County fire that damaged major farm equipment. 
The State Fire Marshal said a fire early Thursday morning destroyed a combine, a tractor 
and two semi-trailers loaded with corn. Firefighters were called to a field about two miles 
west of Sutton but were unable to save the equipment. The Fire Marshal said about an acre 
and a half of the corn field was also burned, but there were no injuries.

Now Hiring Nebraska State Troopers :30
10/26/20 Local4 6pm Monday 
The Nebraska State Patrol (NSP) is looking for the next class of recruits to join the ranks as 
Nebraska State Troopers. Applications are now open for NSP’s 65th Basic Recruit Camp. 
Once a new trooper earns his or her badge, they’ll start their career on the road in the NSP 
Patrol Division. After two years, troopers can then apply for positions in numerous 
disciplines, such as Investigative Services, Carrier Enforcement, SWAT, Technical Crimes, K-
9, Crisis Negotiations, Community Service, and many more.

New Theatre District Redevelopment Project to Begin at Hastings Imperial Mall 
:30
10/30/20 Local4 Midday Friday 
After years of decline and vacancy, the former Imperial Mall site at 12th & Marian Streets in 
Hastings will be receiving a new purpose and life. Theatre District, LLC has planned a multi-
phased redevelopment project for the former mall site identified as the “Theatre District” 
which will provide opportunities for its residents to “live, work and play” in one location. The 
Project is depicted on the conceptual site plan attached to this release.

NDCS Employee Arrested :30
11/02/20 Local4 6pm Monday
A corporal at the Tecumseh State Correctional Institution was arrested by the Nebraska 
State Patrol Monday for unauthorized communication with a prisoner. Jeffrey Colgrove, 52, 
has been employed by the Nebraska Department of Correctional Services since October 
2019. That is the only facility where Colgrove has worked. He resigned his position with the 
agency and was booked into the Johnson County jail. Unauthorized communication with a 
prisoner is a Class IV felony.

Business Owner Fears Future as COVID-19 Cases Rise :30
11/14/20 Local4 10pm Saturday 
Brent Lindner, owner of Wave Pizza Co., Sin City Grill, Glass Bar and J Alfred Prufrock’s in 
Grand Island said while business has picked up a bit, traffic is still slower than usual because 
people are still afraid to be out in public. They’ve been able to stay afloat, but Lindner is 
scared. Governor Pete Ricketts threatened earlier this week he might re-impose spring 
restrictions. Fortunately, Lindner’s businesses have been able to stay afloat so far. He’s 
trying to remain positive and plans to release more marketing ideas to help keep doors open 
moving forward.

Airport Sees Best Month Since February As Second Lockdown Looms :30
11/17/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
As national airlines continue conducting their own studies attempting to prove that flying is 
inherently safe as it relates to transmitting COVID-19, the Central Nebraska Regional Airport 
is hopeful that those studies may bring in more revenue after a successful October. CNRA 
saw its best month since February come in October, which of course helps the airport’s 

https://www.ksnblocal4.com/2020/11/12/ricketts-warns-he-may-reimpose-spring-virus-restrictions/


bottom line, but there’s still plenty of room to make up for the damage done during spring 
and summer.

Kenesaw Business sees Extra Support on Small Business Saturday :30
11/28/20 Local4 6pm Saturday
It is Small Business Saturday and this year it has been emphasized that it is more important 
than ever to shop locally. Some shops in the smaller towns have gained extra attention. For 
the Kenesaw Floral & Gifts, they bring the small-town charm and connection with their 
customers. The new owner, Makayla Alloway said On Small Business Saturday she has had 
more customers than usual coming from Hastings and Grand Island. Many of them have 
found the store through word of mouth or on social media.

Nebraska Tree Farm Seeing Record Breaking Sales :30
11/29/20 Local4 5pm Sunday
One month away from Christmas and many people are in the process of finding that perfect 
Christmas tree. The owner of one Nebraska tree farm said they’re busier than ever. “The 
farm opened the day after Thanksgiving, that’s kind of our traditional opening day,” said 
Walnut Grove Tree Farm owner, Dennis Adams. 2020 marks their 31st year selling trees, but 
this year they’re seeing a big difference. The owner said they have sold as many trees this 
weekend as they usually do in a season. In just two days, they sold more than 375.

JBS to Pay Worker COVID Costs :30
11/30/20 Local4 5pm Monday
Grand Island’s largest employer is going to pay all COVID-19 related medical costs for its 
employees. In a press release, JBS USA and Pilgrim’s announced the companies would pay 
100% of the costs incurred by their employees for COVID-19 diagnosis and treatment. The 
benefit also extends to family members who are enrolled in the company’s health plan as 
dependents. In its press release, JBS claimed it had spent $200 million in health and safety 
measures at its various plants and $160 million in increased wages and bonuses.

Shop Hastings Challenge Continues to encourage Local Shopping :30
12/09/20 Local4 10pm Wednesday
Holiday shopping in Hastings has decreased by almost $3 million in the last four years. Now 
with the pandemic also causing a drop in shopping, the city has started the Shop Hastings 
Challenge that encourages people to visit local stores. Hastings Mayor Corey Stutte 
introduced the challenge just before Black Friday encouraging the public to spent $1.5 
million locally this December.

New Coffee Bar Opens Up in Downtown Kearney :30
12/20/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
A bar just opened in Kearney three weeks ago and they aren’t just selling liquor. This new 
business called The Cup sells coffee and alcohol morning, noon and night. The Cup offers 
hand-crafted drinks all-day-long, free WiFi and a calming atmosphere. People can pick mugs 
off the wall to drink with and then order from a wide variety of flavored beverages. The 
business does offer some food options as well. They sell light sandwiches, croissants, and 
small snacks.

NSP to Open New State Headquarters Building in 2021 :30
12/21/20 Local4 Midday Monday
The Nebraska State Patrol will open a new state headquarters building in Lincoln, in early 
2021. The new state headquarters facility will allow NSP to bring most Lincoln-based 
troopers and civilian staff under one roof, rather than spread out in several offices 



throughout the capital city. NSP currently has six offices in Lincoln, in addition to operations 
at the State Capitol Building. The consolidation plan will bring NSP’s Headquarters Troop 
Area, Troop H Investigative Services, Carrier Enforcement, Criminal Identification Division, 
Communications Division, Nebraska Information Analysis Center, and State Headquarters 
functions into one location.

Local Italian Restaurant Unusually Slow During the Holidays :30
12/26/20 Local4 6pm Saturday
Napoli’s in Grand Island is normally booked and busy during the holiday season but like 
other businesses in the restaurant industry, the local Italian staple is taking a hit. Usually 
Napoli’s is busy during the holiday season with reservations and parties, but unfortunately 
this year they’ve had to cancel large gatherings due to COVID-19 restrictions. According to 
the health department, the restaurant isn’t allowed to sit more than eight people to a table. 
They’ve had to explain this to customers and most understand, but overall business has 
been up and down.

ENVIRONMENT / NATURAL DISASTER / WEATHER SAFETY

Local4 Weather (On-Going, Daily)
The Local4 News & Weather team provides round the clock information on weather for 
Central Nebraska viewers, especially when it can turn severe. The Weather team issues 
Weather Alert Days to keep viewers safely ahead of the storms and informed; including 
Tornado Warnings, Severe Thunderstorm Warnings, Blizzard Warning, Fog, Ice, Flooding, 
High Winds and other Travel advisories. After the storms hit, the News/Weather team 
informs the viewers with power outage information, downed trees/limbs, dangerous driving 
conditions, closed roadways and other helpful emergency information in times of need, and 
how to help in the aftermath.

Wind Whips Up Grass Fire Near Boelus :30
10/14/20 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Central Nebraska firefighters worked to control a grass fire Wednesday afternoon near 
Boelus. Several volunteer fire departments, including Dannebrog, Boelus, Cairo, Alda and 
Wood River, were called to the scene near the Howard-Sherman county line around 2 p.m. 
Officials believe it restarted after an equipment fire Tuesday night. High winds and low 
humidity were factors in the spread of the fire. Video from the scene showed blackened 
pastures where grass had burned in a hilly part of the area.  The National Weather Service 
Wednesday morning had issued a fire danger advisory scheduled to last into Wednesday 
evening.

Damage From August Wind Storm in Midwest $7.5 Billion :30
10/18/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Damage estimates from a rare windstorm that slammed Iowa and some other parts of the 
Midwest in August are growing, with the total now at $7.5 billion, according to a new report. 
The Aug. 10 storm hit Iowa hard but also caused damage in Illinois, Ohio, Minnesota and 
Indiana. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration said it’s currently the second-
costliest U.S. disaster so far in 2020, although cost estimates for widespread wildfires along 
the West Coast aren’t yet available.

Much of The State Seeing Snow :30
10/26/20 Local4 6am Monday 
Depending on where in Nebraska you are, you may have seen a small amount of snow or 
several inches. Authorities are already urging people to use caution as they start their 



morning commute. The hardest hit areas are in northern and western Nebraska with more 
snow compared to central and eastern Nebraska.

Record Breaking High Temperatures Could be on the Way Today :30
11/03/20 Local4 6am Tuesday 
Another day of sunshine will bring record, or near record highs to the area later today. Highs 
will reach the upper 70s and lower 80s. Here’s a list of the record highs that are kept track 
of within the Local4 viewing area and what the forecast is for today.  In Grand Island, the 
record is 79° set in 1978. Today’s forecast is 82°. In Hastings, the record is 79° set in 1978. 
Today’s forecast is 80°. In Lincoln, the record is 79° set in 2008. Today’s forecast is 81°.

Amount of Water Released into Missouri River to Be Reduced :30
12/08/20 Local4 5pm Tuesday
The amount of water being released into the Missouri River from a key dam on the 
Nebraska-South Dakota border has been reduced to winter levels, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers at Omaha said Tuesday. The Corps began reducing water flow from Gavins Point 
Dam late last month and has now reached its winter level of about 17,000 cubic feet (481.4 
cubic meters) per second, the release said. That’s down significantly from the reduction 
seen a year earlier, after heavy rain and snow melt in the spring sent the river to record 
levels and flooded parts of Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri. Last year, the Corps waited 
until mid-December to reduce the fall output to 27,000 cubic feet (765 cubic meters) per 
second.

A Snowy End to The Week :30
12/11/20 Local4 10pm Friday 
As the snow moves on during the day Saturday, there will be some partial clearing of the 
skies. That sun will help begin the melting process. Highs temperatures will mostly be in the 
30s with the chillier low 30s over the deepest snowpack. With partly to mostly cloudy skies, 
lows Saturday night will drop into the 10s. Expect more sunshine on Sunday with highs in 
the mid to upper 30s and lower 40s. Again, the coldest temperatures will be over areas with 
the deepest snow cover.

Nebraska Department of Transportation and NSP Cautions Drivers :30
12/28/20 Local4 5pm Monday 
Nebraska looks to be in store for another major winter storm this week which will impact 
travelers across much of the state. Workers and equipment will be out to clear the highways 
and monitor changing conditions throughout the storm and State Troopers will be position 
and ready to respond throughout the state as the storm moves through.

Snowy Roads Slowing Morning Commute :30
12/29/20 6am Local4 Tuesday
Anywhere from two to four inches of snow have fallen overnight in central Nebraska causing 
traffic to slow due to covered roads. The Nebraska Department of Roads web site was 
reporting roads were mostly to all covered for a large portion of the central portion of the 
state. The only road closure reported in Nebraska as of 7:00 a.m. was in the panhandle 
where Interstate 80 was closed from Sidney to the Wyoming border. Local Four’s Cal Larsen 
reported from the field that city streets in Hastings and Grand Island, while covered with 
snow, were passable. Highway 281 from Hastings to Grand Island was mostly covered and 
traffic was moving at a slower pace.

FAMILY / EDUCATION / YOUTH SAFETY



Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups 

JBS Swift Donates $500,000 to GIPS Medical Sciences Academy :30
10/01/20 Local4 6am Thursday 
Grand Island Public Schools announced last Thursday they needed more than $5 Million to 
transform the eighth floor of CHI Health St. Francis Hospital into an advanced medical 
academy, and on Wednesday, JBS Swift pledged $500,000 to help their vision come to life.  
This advanced medical center will provide students hands-on experience through job 
training and shadowing. It will include the JBS learning lab and lobby, four more labs, 
breakout rooms and two classrooms.

NU Athletic Department Announces Ways Fans Can Fill Memorial Stadium Virtually 
:30
10/01/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
The Nebraska Athletic Department has released details about ways fans can fill Memorial 
Stadium virtually this football season. The “Sea of Red Sellout” program was announced 
Thursday, which includes different packages for purchase ranging from $25-$1,000. The Sea 
of Red Sellout is in partnership with First National Bank of Omaha and will give fans “the 
opportunity to fill Memorial Stadium virtually and collect commemorative items related to 
the 2020 season.”

GISH Senior Helps COVID-19 Impacted Families with 5k Mile Run
10/01/20 Local4 10pm Thursday 
Myah Brown was challenged to a three-hour national honor society service project, and she 
knew she had to do something big. Brown is hosting a virtual 5K/Mile run called “Running for 
Relief” to help families in need. Running has always been a passion of Brown’s. It’s a hobby 
she fell in love with because of her mother. Every dollar of the Running for Relief proceeds 
will go directly to the Grand Island Public Schools Foundation COVID-19 Emergency Relief 
Fund.

All Hallows Eve Event Happening With Changes :30
10/02/20 Local4 Midday Friday 
With a few changes in place, Stuhr Museum is going forward with its annual All Hallows Eve 
Halloween event in Railroad Town. The event has been going on for 20 years and will take 
on a slightly new look this year. Stuhr Museum is only allowing 700 people each night and 
requiring that tickets be purchased in advance. Without a ticket bought ahead of time, 
visitors will not be allowed to the grounds. Visitors are also asked to wear masks. However, if 
a child’s costume consists of a mask then he or she will not need a secondary mask.

Doane University President Announces Recommendation to Cut Numerous 
Programs :30
10/05/20 Local4 5pm Monday 
Doane University announced Monday a recommendation from its president to cut a number 
of academic programs as the pandemic continues to put a strain on universities. According 
to a statement from a spokesman, faculty, staff, and students received recommendations 
from the President of the University to “stop providing these programs.” The spokesperson 



said the proposed cuts come after the university continues to face financial challenges 
caused by the pandemic and a growing budget deficit.

UNK Hosts Grand Opening for New Discovery Hall :30
10/05/20 Local4 6pm Monday
The University of Nebraska at Kearney officially opened their new Discovery Hall on Monday. 
The idea for the new building came to mind nearly three decades ago. Now after two years 
of construction and $30 million, the new 90,000 square foot building is open and ready to be 
used. The new building is now home to the industrial technology, cyber systems, 
mathematics, statistics and many other courses. It also has a flight simulator for future 
pilots.

Gold Awards to Girl Scouts :30
10/07/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
Sixteen Girl Scouts from Nebraska joined an elite group of women leaders this year by 
earning their Gold Award, the highest achievement in Girl Scouting. Gold Award Girl Scouts 
are high school activists who show extraordinary leadership and change the world by 
tackling pressing issues. This year’s Spirit of Nebraska Gold Award Girl Scouts focused on 
natural disaster preparedness and recovery, bullying, childhood literacy, human trafficking 
and more, impacting their communities with meaningful and lasting change.

Parent Express Concerns Over GIPS Covid-19 Policies :30
10/08/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
The Grand Island Public Schools Board of Education had their monthly meeting on Thursday, 
and this time they had an audience of parents and community members who asked the 
district to change their mask and sporting event policies. They started the meeting with an 
open forum where people could speak for about three minutes expressing their concerns. 
The GIPS Board of Education explained the rules of the forum. Audience members had to 
wear their masks at all times and had to fill out a form to speak their peace.

Blue Hill Community Schools on Two Week Mask Mandate :30
10/12/20 Local4 Midday Monday 
Blue Hill Community Schools announced over the weekend that they would be requiring a 
mask mandate in effect immediately, following the school’s first positive COVID-19 case. The 
administration posted this statement to their Facebook Page on Sunday, “We have our first 
positive test for COVID-19. As a result, beginning Monday, October 12, Blue Hill Community 
Schools will require all students and staff members to wear masks while at school.

Fan Guidelines for State Softball :30
10/13/20 Local4 6am Tuesday 
The State Softball Tournament gets underway Wednesday at the Smith Softball Complex in 
Hastings. The three-day tournament will bring 24 teams to Hastings in the hopes of hosting 
the Class A, Class B or Class C championship trophy in the end. Spectators are required to 
wear face coverings at all times while attending outdoor events when physical distancing of 
6 feet is not possible. Fans are encouraged not to arrive early. They are also asked to sit 
socially distanced in bleachers or bring a chair and sit along their respective teams' side.

Nebraska Officials Urge Caution with Halloween :30
10/15/20 Local4 6am Thursday



Gov. Pete Ricketts said Wednesday that he thinks children will still be able to go trick-or-
treating for Halloween but people may decide to leave candy on their porches for kids to 
pick up instead of handing it out themselves this year. Ricketts, who eliminated most of the 
state’s restrictions related to the virus last month, isn’t likely to impose new rules for 
Halloween, but he encouraged people to follow the recommendations of public health 
officials who have called traditional trick-or-treating a high risk activity.

Worried About Sending your Kids Trick-Or-Treating?  :30
10/22/20 Local4 10pm Thursday 
Cases are rising everywhere in the Midwest, but does this mean Halloween is cancelled? The 
Central District Health Department said no. The health department said people need to stay 
away from large gatherings indoors and outdoors. If people are trick or treating outside, they 
should be six feet apart from others as much as possible and shouldn’t intermix with other 
families and groups of kids. The health department also said parents and kids, ages two and 
up, need to be wearing face masks.

Local Church Hosts Drive Thru Trunk-Or-Treat :30
10/24/20 Local4 10pm Saturday 
Peace Lutheran Church in Grand Island brought their annual trunk-or-treat back, but this 
year they did it drive-thru style at Hall County Park. “It’s just about serving our community, 
and doing something fun for families, something fun and free, and just a little kind of break 
from the normal,” said Outreach Director Rachel Rathman. From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m., parents 
drove with their kids in the backseats dressed as ghouls, goblins and witches. Church 
volunteers also dressed in costumes, and GIPD and local firefighters passed out bags of 
candy to the trick-or-treaters.

UNK Students Hosts Down Syndrome Awareness Event :30
10/25/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
A group of social work students at UNK dedicated their advocacy project to Down Syndrome, 
after being inspired by a woman who fights to end the stigma around kids with disabilities. 
The students hosted an event at Harmon park in Kearney on Saturday to raise awareness on 
the topic. The students finished the event by walking around the park to show solidarity. 
They said they didn’t do it to get a good grade but did it because they’re passionate about 
raising awareness and helping people.

GIPS Schools Win National Award for Excellence :30
10/28/20 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
Stolley Park, Starr, and Jefferson Elementary as well as Walnut Middle School started the 
process three years ago to achieve this national honor, and they finally received a banner 
with the accomplishment making it official. This award recognizes the schools for being an 
example of growth, innovation and commitment to students' learning. The award also makes 
the schools a model for other institutions to observe. They share their best practices and 
tips with educators in the community.

Peace Lutheran Church Shuts Down Preschool Classroom :30
10/28/20 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
Peace Lutheran Church has shut down one of its classes at the preschool on Wednesday. 
One of the school’s staff members was symptomatic for COVID-19 and has since tested 
positive for the virus. The church has never had any presumed cases until now, but said 
they’re working with the health department to ensure students' safety. Preschool officials 
have contacted parents of the class and have told them those students will be out for 14 
days.

GIPS Staff Member Placed on Leave for Inappropriate Behavior :30
10/29/20 Local4 6pm Thursday 



The Grand Island Public Schools district was alerted of an alleged incident involving 
inappropriate behavior by a staff member at Grand Island Senior High with a high school 
student. A student brought the allegation forward and it was relayed to the Grand Island 
Police Department immediately thereafter. Grand Island police are investigating the 
allegation with the district’s full cooperation. Additionally, GIPS will conduct a Title IX 
investigation. In accordance with district policy, the staff member has been placed on 
administrative leave pending the outcome of the investigation.

GIPS Temporarily Moves Classroom to at Home Learning :30
11/03/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
Some students at Dodge Elementary in Grand Island will be learning from home. This comes 
after Grand Island Public Schools was notified of positive coronavirus test results involving 
staff at the elementary. Once the district received word of the positive cases, it immediately 
made the decision to move students and staff from the affected classroom off campus. The 
district is working in conjunction with the Central District Health Department to conduct 
contact tracing and determine when teachers and students may return to the classroom.

JBS Donates $400,000 to Future GIPS Early Childhood Learning Center :30
11/05/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Grand Island Public Schools' Early Childhood Education (ECE) program will be able to support 
an additional 60 preschool students and impact hundreds more, thanks to a generous gift 
provided by JBS.The $400,000 check was presented to GIPS Thursday morning and will go 
toward the O’Connor Learning Center project at 2208 N. Webb Road. Chief Construction is 
working on the building project, which plans to open for the start of the 2021-2022 school 
year.

GIPS Grants Mental Health Days, Give Staff Thanksgiving Week off :30
11/11/20 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
Grand Island Public Schools has announced the approval of mental health days for faculty 
and staff later this month. In challenging times, the district says it is continually looking for 
ways to support its staff and students. With that in mind, the district has extended 
Thanksgiving break for faculty and staff through November 27 to include mental health 
days. Students will then return to class on December 1.
 
Ambassadors of Kindness Holds 2nd Annual Toy Drive :30
11/15/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
Ambassadors of Kindness Inc. is back with their 2nd Annual Magical Toy and Giving Drive 
this year. The non-profit was started by a couple in Superior to help make kids smile during 
the holidays. Brian Splater and Austin Karnatz started the toy drive last year after their two 
children requested to help other kids who are less fortunate. It ended up doing so well, they 
started Ambassadors of Kindness to help kids year-round. The nonprofit has been collecting 
donations since September, and they’ve already received 1,200 items to make 660 gifts.

New Hastings College Football Coach Announced :30
12/01/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
Hastings College Athletic Director B.J. Pumroy announced Tuesday that Matt Franzen will 
return to Hastings College as the head football coach after spending the past 13 years at 
Doane University. Franzen was named Doane’s athletic director in July 2018, and prior to 
that he was the head coach of the Tiger’s football program from 2007 to 2017 where he 
compiled a 65-49 record. He was an assistant coach at Hastings College for more than a 
decade before moving to Doane.



UNL To Require Students Get Covid 19 Test Every Two Weeks :30
12/09/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday
The University of Nebraska at Lincoln will require all students who live in Lancaster County 
to be tested every two weeks during the Spring semester. In an email sent to staff and 
students from Chancellor Ronnie Green, UNL announced new enhanced COVID safety 
measures, which include the mandatory testing for students and staff, as well as the 
implementation of a new saliva-based test. The new test has a 24-hour turnaround time and 
was created with the help of UNL’s Veterinary Diagnostic Center.

GIPS Approves Purchase Agreement for Principal Building :30
12/11/20 Local4 6pm Friday 
Grand Island Public Schools is one step closer to making its 300-acre empire bigger. During 
a board meeting on Thursday, they approved the terms of the purchase agreement on the 
old Principal building at 3025 College St. GIPS said the terms are straight forward. They will 
be purchasing the building for $3 million in cash, and they will pay in $375,000 installments 
over the next seven years. In addition to the asking price, the district will also be buying the 
existing furniture for an additional $50,000. The building is originally appraised at over $6 
million, but they are only paying half the price since Principal isn’t charging them interest. 
GIPS believes buying this 140,000 square-foot-space will save the city millions of dollars.

Families Enjoy COVID 19 Friendly Activities at Stuhr Museum :30
12/12/20 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Christmas at Stuhr has officially begun, but it’s a little different this year because of COVID-
19. Instead of having it in Railroad Town with a limited amount of space, the museum 
decided to spread out the activities among different buildings to make it safer for families. 
Between 10 a.m. To 4 p.m. on Saturday, families headed over to the Reynolds Building to 
make trains and slime from scratch. For five dollars, kids hammered together different parts 
to make their very own train to take home. Children also got to become scientists for a few 
minutes, and mixed together glue, food coloring and other ingredients to make a gooey 
slime mixture.

Adams Central Basketball Team Gives Back to the Community :30
12/13/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
The Adams Central High School boys basketball team in Hastings held their annual 
community service event on Sunday. This year they are giving back to seven local families. 
It was all made possible from a $1,000 grant the team got from Farm Credit Services in 
Grand Island. They bought the families necessities like water and food, but also fun gifts and 
toys. They do different community service projects each year, but this was the first time 
they adopted families like this. The group said they got a lot of the experience and the 
feeling of giving back to their community.

Girls Basketball Team Gives Back This Holiday Season :30
12/13/20 Local4 10pm Sunday
The Kearney Girls High School Basketball Team went hard in the gym on Sunday, but they 
weren’t practicing the sport. They were wrapping Christmas presents to give to families in 
need. Every year the girls’ basketball team gets together, and buys presents for families 
who find the holidays to be particularly difficult.  The team will be dropping off the gifts at 
the elementary school for families to pick-up sometime this week. They won’t know who the 
presents are from because this gesture is completely anonymous.

More Kids are Connecting with Santa Claus Virtually During the Pandemic :30
12/21/20 Local4 6am Monday
The coronavirus pandemic has altered the way we do things this last year, and that includes 
kids visiting with Santa Claus. But luckily technology is helping children around the world 
connect safely with their favorite jolly fellow in the red suit. Talk to Santa is a web-based 



company that helps children and families connect to Santa Claus virtually. “You fill out a 
questionnaire about your child ahead of time, and so Santa can have a unique and 
personalized conversation with the children,” said Chad Bardon with Talk To Santa.

HEALTH & FITNESS / HEALTHCARE 

Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups.

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money – This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Doctors Stress Importance of Annual Breast Exam :30
10/01/20 Local4 6pm Thursday 
Doctors are pushing to make sure that even with the pandemic disrupting normal life, 
people know breast cancer is still a big threat. Some may have had to cancel their annual 
exam appointments when doctors’ offices closed in the spring or they’re nervous to go back 
for health reasons. Doctors at CHI St. Francis said getting the annual breast exams can help 
catch cancer before it becomes deadly.

St. Francis Recognized For Quality Stroke Care :30
10/02/20 Local4 Midday Friday 
CHI Health St. Francis has received the American Heart Association/American Stroke 
Association’s Get With The Guidelines® Stroke Gold Plus achievement award. The award 
recognizes the hospital’s commitment to ensuring stroke patients receive the most 
appropriate treatment according to nationally recognized, research-based guidelines based 
on the latest scientific evidence.

People at Axtell Church Service Warned of COVID-19 Exposure :30
10/02/20 Local4 5pm Friday 
The Two Rivers Public Health Department in Kearney is reporting a local COVID exposure to 
the virus that causes COVID-19 at a faith-based gathering. Two Rivers has been notified that 
an individual with laboratory confirmed COVID-19 was present at the Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Axtell during the Sunday morning service on Sunday, September 27. Individuals who may 
have been at the church on Sunday, September 27, are being asked by Two Rivers to self-
monitor for symptoms of COVID for 14 days from the last time they were present at the 
location.



Central District Health Department Advise of Potential COVID-19 Exposure at 
Aksarben Event :30
10/04/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
There was a COVID-19 positive person in attendance at the Tradeshow held in the Expo 
Center on September 25th and present at Aksarben Purple Ribbon Reception and Auction 
held at the Livestock Arena Loft on September 26th.  “We are working with Event Staff in 
advising those in attendance to self-monitor for COVID symptoms in order to reduce the 
spread of the virus as much as possible,” Teresa Anderson, CDHD Health Director, said. “We 
know that COVID tends to spread when many people are gathered together for prolonged 
periods of time indoors or even in outdoor settings, especially in situation where few people 
are masked.” 

UNL Dorm Floor Under Quarantine Following COVID018 Outbreak :30
10/02/20 Local4 5pm Friday 
The University of Nebraska - Lincoln has placed a floor of a dorm under quarantine following 
a small cluster of COVID-19 cases. UNL said six positive COVID-19 cases were identified at 
Eastside Suites Floor 1. The 14-day quarantine went into effect immediately on Friday and 
will remain in place through October 16. If a resident within the floor tests positive during 
the quarantine period, the quarantine period will start over to ensure there is not further 
transmission among residents.

Health Department Ties Possible COVID Exposure to Riverside Golf Club :30
10/05/20 Local4 5pm Monday 
The Central District Health Department Monday said people who attended events last week 
at the Grand Island Riverside Country Club may have been exposed to COVID-19. In a press 
release, the District stated that it was notified of a “potential COVID-19 exposure to a 
positive case” at events held at the country club Sept. 29 through Oct. 1. The district urges 
anyone who attended events during these dates should self-monitor for COVID-19 
symptoms.

Friday’s York-Northwest Football Game Cancelled Due to COVID-19 :30
10/07/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
Due to what the school district has called “COVID health issues” on the York Dukes football 
team, the Friday game between York and Grand Island Northwest is canceled. A message on 
the York Public schools web site indicated the game would not be re-scheduled. The Friday 
game against York was scheduled to be Northwest’s homecoming game. Northwest officials 
confirmed to Local4 Sports that they will be attempting to find a replacement team to play 
Friday. 

Giltner Students to Quarantine :30
10/07/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
According to the Giltner Public Schools web site, grades seven through 12 will begin to 
quarantine away from the school building. On-line classes will begin Thursday. The 
quarantine will last until October 14 for students in seventh, eighth and ninth grade. 
Sophomores, junior and seniors will return back to the school October 21. Grade school 
students (Pre-K through sixth grade) will continue to meet in the school building. In addition 
to the quarantine, the remainder of the football season for the Hornets will be canceled. 
Volleyball will resume on October 26.
 
Three Covid Related Deaths Reported in the Two Rivers Health Department :30
10/09/20 Local4 6am Friday 
The Two Rivers Public Health Department is reporting additional COVID-19 deaths within the 
district. The health department said all three deaths were males in their 60s from Buffalo 
County. To help prevent further spread of the virus, Jeremy Eschliman, Health Director, 

https://cdhd.ne.gov/covid-19/


strongly urges everyone to stay home when sick, wear face masks while in the community 
and in the public and ensure proper hand washing is exercised. 

Hastings Chamber Holding Blood Drive Friday :30
10/09/20 Local4 Midday Friday 
The Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce, working with the Red Cross, is holding its first 
blood drive of the year on Friday.  Typically, the Chamber has two drives per year; one in 
spring and one in fall. However, the spring blood drive was cancelled over COVID-19 
concerns. With natural disasters across the country, the pandemic and flu season, the need 
for blood donations is as high as ever. That’s why the Chamber wanted to go ahead with 
Friday’s drive.

Central District Health Department to Administer 10,000 Flu Shots to Grand Island 
Students :30
10/12/20 Local4 Midday Monday 
The Central District Health Department is offering no-cost flu vaccinations to approximately 
10,000 students in preschool through 12th grade – nearly one-fifth of the Grand Island 
population – in collaboration with Grand Island Public Schools (GIPS), Heartland Health 
Center (HHC) and Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska (BCBSNE). Vaccines will be 
provided at no cost by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) through the 
Vaccine for Children program. BCBSNE is helping CDHD cover the cost of wages for nurses 
who will administer the vaccinations.

Flu Shots to be Offered by Blue Cross Blue Shield and YMCA’s :30
10/20/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Nebraska (BCBSNE) will host 14 flu vaccination clinics in early 
November, in collaboration with YMCAs across the state. Clinics will be open to all between 
the ages of nine and 64 at no cost to them, regardless of health insurance coverage.

Virus Puts “Humbug” on Stuhr Christmas :30
10/26/20 Local4 Midday Monday Executive Director Chris Hochstetler announced that 
the North Pole Express event is cancelled. In a press release Hochstetler pointed to COVID-
19 safety restrictions as the reason for dropping the North Pole event. Hochstetler also said 
the museum is rethinking how its “Christmas Past and Present” event is going to look. Past 
Stuhr holiday events had patrons packing into small historic homes in Railroad Town. COVID, 
he said, makes that impossible.

Forensic Camera Help Domestic Violence Survivors :30
10/27/20 Local4 6pm Tuesday
CHI St. Francis now has a new tool to help domestic violence survivors get the treatment 
and help they need after being injured. A $20,000 donation paid for a forensic camera. The 
Cortexflo forensic camera is the first of its kind in the Tri-City area hospitals that can detect 
bruising and injuries before they can be seen with the naked eye. It also can help nurses 
make survivors feel more comfortable during their difficult experience. The camera takes 
pictures that can be enhanced to show bruises and cuts under the skin or internally. Getting 
these photos can help domestic violence or sexual assault survivors’ piece together their 
stories.

UNL Puts in Place Covid-19 Precautions for First Home Game :30
10/28/20 Local4 6am Wednesday
For the first Nebraska football game of the shortened season, precautions will be in place 
amid the COVID-19 pandemic, the university announced Wednesday. Only players, coaches, 
staff, their family members, stadium employees and credentialed media will be allowed 
inside Memorial Stadium during the game, Saturday Oct. 31. The Husker Spirit Squad and 



the Cornhusker Marching Band will not be present for the game. Anyone inside the stadium 
will also be required to wear face coverings and urged to practice social distancing.

CDHD Working Closely with Long Term Care Facilities :30
10/29/20 Local4 6pm Thursday 
Back in the spring, the health department didn’t have a specific plan on how to combat the 
virus in assisted living homes, but this time around they have a plan in place with the help of 
the state to control the spread.  The University of Nebraska Medicine and the Department of 
Health and Human Services created a zoning system this past summer for assisted living 
homes to use anytime a resident test positive. The homes have to divide the facility into 
green, yellow and red zones. Green is for residents who are virus free, yellow is for 
asymptomatic or exposed residents, and the red zone is for people who are positive or are 
experiencing symptoms.

Covid Exposure Confirmed at the Platform in Hastings :30
10/29/20 Local4 10pm Thursday 
The South Heartland District Health Department is investigating potential exposures to a 
confirmed case of COVID-19 at The Platform in Hastings, NE, on Friday, October 23 and 
Saturday, October 24. Known close contacts have been notified; however, additional patrons 
or employees of The Platform may have been exposed if they were present at the club. 
Individuals who were at The Platform on October 23 or October 24 are being asked by South 
Heartland to self-monitor for symptoms of COVID-19 for 14 days, which would be through 
midnight on Saturday, November 7.

Tri-Cities Health Department Give Covid-19 Case Numbers :30
10/30/20 Local4 Midday Friday 
Two Rivers Public Health Department reported 69 new cases of COVID-19 for Oct. 29. The 
new confirmed cases for Thursday include: 47 in Buffalo, 13 in Dawson, 2 in Franklin, 1 in 
Harlan, 1 in Kearney and 5 in Phelps. South Heartland District Health Department reported 
101 new cases of COVID-19 cases between October 27-29, for a new cumulative total of 
1,473. The new confirmed cases for the three-day period include: 58 in Adams, 24 in Clay, 
15 in Nuckolls and 4 in Webster. The Central District Health Department reported 84 new 
cases of COVID-19 between Oct. 25-29.

Nine NDCS Staffers Positive for COVID-19 :30
11/02/20 Local4 6am Monday 
The Nebraska Department of Correctional Services is reporting more positive cases of 
COVID-19 among its employees. NDCS Director Scott Frakes said nine staff members are 
positive for the virus. The staff members are employed at the following locations: 
Community Corrections Center -- Lincoln (3), Work Ethic Camp (3), Diagnostic and 
Evaluation Center (1), Nebraska Correctional Youth Facility (1), and Cornhusker State 
Industries (1). All staff members are self-isolating at home.

CHI Health Frontline Nurses Talk Working During a Pandemic :30
11/04/20 Local4 Midday Wednesday
When it comes to PPE, nursing staff has remained heavily protected from the beginning, 
wearing full gowns and N95 protective masks, as well as face shields, or eye protection and 
gloves. Emily Oppel said things are especially unpredictable in the ICU since the pandemic 
began, “Every patient is extremely different; it’s an evolving process. As time goes on, 
we’ve adapted and overcome challenges but there are always going to be challenges,” said 
Oppel.

UNL Students Urged to Test for COVID Before Heading Home for Thanksgiving 
Break :30



11/11/20 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
In just a few weeks, more than 25,000 University of Nebraska-Lincoln students will leave 
campus and head back home for the semester and the University is working overtime to 
ensure those students don’t bring the coronavirus home to their families. The university is 
adopting a “know before you go” approach and encouraging all students to get tested at 
least 72 hours before traveling. This advice comes as communities across Nebraska are 
seeing a spike.

Nebraska Board of Education Recommends Mask Mandate :30
11/16/20 Local4 Midday Monday 
The State Board of Education is recommending a statewide mask mandate to ensure the 
safety of all students, staff, and community members. The recommendation comes in the 
form of a board resolution. The resolution asks Nebraska communities to do their part to 
keep students and staff safe and to keep schools open through actions like wearing face 
coverings in public, staying home when possible, and avoiding the three Cs: crowded places, 
close contact, and confined spaces.

CHI Health Administrators Say Staff Stressed but Prepared :30
11/17/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
Staffing continues to be a major concern for CHI Health officials for their facilities across 
Nebraska. With the steady increase in COVID-19 cases and in hospitalizations, added 
pressures are being felt on staffing.  CHI Health has arranged for traveling nurses and other 
healthcare workers to come to their facilities to help with any shortages. Hannon says in 
Grand Island that currently involves 47 nurses coming in to help from other areas.

Kearney City Council Votes Unanimously to Pass Mask Mandate :30
11/17/20 Local4 5pm Tuesday
Kearney has become the first of the tri-cities to pass a mandatory mask policy Tuesday 
night. It will go into effect at 12:01 a.m. Monday, Nov. 23 and last until Feb. 23. The Health 
Board made a recommendation that the city council vote to pass it after seeing numbers of 
COVID-19 rise steadily in the area. According to the Department of Health and Human 
Services, Buffalo County has reported 881 new cases in the last two weeks.

Nebraska Nears 1000 Active COVID-19 :30
11/18/20 Local4 5am Wednesday 
According to DHHS, there are now 978 active COVID-19 hospitalizations throughout 
Nebraska, along with 2,204 new positive cases. Those totals were updated late Tuesday 
night. DHHS also reports that of the state’s 551 ICU beds, only 113 are still available. That 
come out to just 21%. Hospital bed availability isn’t much better; now at 28%. Ventilator 
availability is now down to 67%, or 559 ventilators available of the 837 Nebraska has. DHHS 
reports the death toll is now at 816, and the total number of positive cases in Nebraska 
since the virus broke out is closing in on 104,000 (103,805).

Hastings Man Donates Organ to Stranger Across the Country :30
11/21/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Finding a donated organ can mean the difference between life or death for some patients. 
One Hastings man has gone out of his way to be a living donor and help a complete stranger 
across the country. Edward Rice of Butler, Pennsylvania was declining in health after a 
diagnosis of cirrhosis in the liver. Then Mark Weinman from Hastings popped up in the 
comment section of a support group with an offer that could change Edward’s life.

GI Organizations Hand Out Free Masks :30
11/30/20 Local4 6pm Monday



Heartland United Way and the Nebraska Extension Office partnered together to hand out 
free face masks in Grand Island. Organizers spent two hours Monday evening at El Mexicana 
Market off Pine Street to hand out nearly 100 new masks. They also had pamphlets in four 
languages to hand out about the importance of masks and how to properly wash them. They 
said anyone was welcome to come grab a free mask, but they were targeting more of the 
under-served communities in the area.

SHDHD: All Four Counties are a Long Way from Low Community Spread :30
12/01/20 Local4 6am Tuesday
The South Heartland District Health Department said it added 161 lab-confirmed COVID-19 
cases from Friday through Monday, bringing the cumulative number of cases in the four-
county health district to 2,859. The new confirmed cases for the four-day period include: 104 
in Adams, 21 in Clay, 22 in Nuckolls and 14 in Webster. By county, the new cumulative totals 
are: 1,898 cases in Adams, 437 cases in Clay, 281 cases in Nuckolls, and 243 cases in 
Webster. There have been 2,164 recoveries and 30 deaths as of Monday in the district.

CHI Health Unveils COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution Plan :30
12/01/20 Local4 5pm Tuesday
CHI Health held a meeting to unveil its plan for distributing the COVID-19 vaccine on 
Tuesday. As both Pfizer and Moderna are currently applying to the FDA for emergency use of 
the vaccines, officials speculate that the first vaccines should be available in the next week 
or two. These vaccines will focus on high-risk populations and first responders. CEO Cliff 
Robertson said the first round of vaccines can be administered to healthcare workers as 
soon as the week of Dec. 14. According to officials, by spring or early summer there should 
be enough vaccines for anyone to get vaccinated.

CHI Health Prepare to Administer Covid Vaccine :30
12/10/20 Local4 10pm Thursday 
CHI Health is preparing to administer the COVID-19 vaccine in the coming weeks. Doctors 
said people get two doses of the drug to be effective. People experience symptoms for at 
least 24 hours after receiving it, and they can develop soreness near the injection site, 
muscle aches, fatigue and a fever. There is still a possibility people can contract the virus 
even after receiving the drug, and unfortunately they still have to wear masks because it’s 
too early to determine the outcome.

GIPS Installs Purifying Devices to Get Rid of Covid 19 :30
12/18/20 Local4 5pm Friday 
Grand Island Public Schools started a new project this week to help get rid of the very thing 
that causes people to wear a mask. The district is installing Needlepoint Bipolar Ionization 
devices to help zap this infection from the air. This high-tech device releases millions of ions 
into spaces and neutralizes harmful bacteria like mold, COVID-19 and other viruses. The 
Needlepoint Bipolar Ionization machine mimics what already occurs in nature like at 
beaches and waterfalls, which is one of the reasons why the air is so pure in these places.

Nebraska Doctors Bust Myths About Covid-19 :30
12/21/20 Local4 10pm Monday 
Thousands of medical workers nationwide have now received the COVID-19 vaccine, but 
there’s still a lot of misinformation being spread. If you get on social media, you’ll read 
everything from it causing infertility to it including a microchip from the government. 
Doctors say that’s just not true. Many are concerned about how quickly it came out, but Dr. 
Reichmuth said it was developed faster than other vaccines because of the urgency and the 
number of people who were infected gave scientists more subjects to study.

Homestead Assisted Living Receives Covid 19 Vaccine :30



12/28/20 Local4 5pm Monday 
First it was healthcare professionals and emergency responders, now there’s another high-
risk group getting the COVID-19 vaccine. Homestead Assisted Living in Kearney was next in 
line and they received their first doses of the drug on Monday. They have roughly 30 
residents and 30 staff at their facility and almost all of them got the Moderna vaccine. 
Midwest Health manages Homestead and 65 other senior living homes across five states, 
and they said this is their first community to receive the vaccine.

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Boswell Brough to Tears as Photos of Loofe’s Body are Shown To Jury :30
10/01/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Defendant Bailey Boswell cried in the Dawson County Courtroom as the prosecution showed 
photos of Sydney Loofe’s dismembered body. Boswell is accused of participating in the 
November 2017 murder of Loofe. Her co-defendant, Aubrey Trail, was found guilty of the 
same crime last year. The seventh day of the trial started Thursday morning with FBI Special 
Agent Eli McBride on the witness stand.

Law Enforcement Thanked With Drive-By Parade :30
10/02/20 Local4 5am Friday 
Students of St. Michael’s Elementary School in Hastings took a break from class Tuesday 
afternoon to say “thank you” to law enforcement in the area.
The Adams County Sheriff’s Office, Hastings Police Department and Hastings Fire & Rescue 
were invited to drive by the school, flash their sirens and honk their horns while students 
stood on the sidewalk holding signs, waving, screaming and saying “thank you”.

Senator Fischer Tests Negative for COVID-19 :30
10/04/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer of Nebraska has tested negative for COVID-19, according to her office 
on Sunday. Fischer was an attendee at the White House’s Rose Garden last week during a 
ceremony nominating Judge Amy Coney Barrett to the U.S. Supreme Court by President 
Donald Trump. Eight others who attended the event, including Trump and First Lady Melania 
Trump, have contracted the coronavirus.

Hall County Has Strong, but Bumpy Start This Election Season :30
10/05/20 Local4 5am Monday 
There is less than a month away from the November 3 General Election. The pandemic has 
forced more people to look into the different options available when it comes to voting. Hall 
County voters have shown strong interest in by-mail voting, with more than 8,400 ballots 
issued, but there have been some snags.

Political Yard Signs Thefts in Kearney :30
10/09/20 Local4 6am Friday 
Kearney Police are reminding the community to be respectful to your neighbor’s property 
and a person’s rights to express support of political candidates. This comes after Kearney 
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Police took multiple theft reports of political campaign signs over the past several days from 
residential yards throughout the city.  Police said they are actively investigating these thefts 
and looking for any information on those responsible. Anyone taking a sign without 
permission could be subject to criminal charges. 

Know What’s on Your Ballot :30
10/12/20 Local4 6am Monday 
When it comes time to cast your vote, it’s important you know and understand the races and 
issues on the ballot. Voters now have a new resource this election season to know what they 
will see on their November 3 General Election ballot. Voters can search online for Nebraska 
Voter Check or go directly to the website to enter their first name, last name and county. 
The website will list the voter’s polling place and address, followed by a pdf image of the 
voter’s ballot.

Kearney Closes City Buildings as Cases of COVID-19 on The Rise :30
10/12/20 Local4 10pm Monday
Two Rivers Public Health Department reported more than 100 new cases of COVID-19 just 
this weekend alone. With Kearney now labeled a local hot spot, local health experts say the 
area is in for another surge similar to spring. Buffalo County did see a decrease in COVID-19 
cases over the summer but now, seven months into the pandemic, people are getting tired 
of taking precautions. The city is taking a step backwards closing many of their buildings to 
the public. Public Works and the Utility Department are closed as of Monday. The library will 
be closed to the public starting on Tuesday.

Grand Island Fire Dept. Gets New Firetruck :30
10/13/20 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
The Grand Island Fire Department had added a brand-new fire truck to the fleet on Tuesday 
after a traditional wash and push back event. Local kids got in on the fun and helped the 
firefighter wash the new truck, then push it back in to the garage. It is now in commission as 
truck number one. The firetruck is taking over one that is 20-years-old.

City Pleads for Help, Asks People to Follow Health Guidelines :30
10/14/20 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
Grand Island Mayor Roger Steele begged residents to follow health guidelines during his 
press conference on Wednesday. He said according to the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center, the state ranks 7th in the nation for new COVID-19 cases. Central Nebraska is also 
increasing at an alarming rate with 99 new cases reported every week on average. City 
officials stated if people don’t want to get sick and quarantine, don’t want their schools to 
shut down or their businesses to suffer, then the community must do everything within its 
power to control the virus.

It’s Bigfoot Crossroads Day of Nebraska :30
10/20/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
The Bigfoot Crossroads of America Museum and Research Center is announcing that the 
date of October 20, 2020 has been officially proclaimed the Bigfoot Crossroads of Nebraska 
Day by Governor Pete Ricketts and the State of Nebraska. Also, Harriett McFeely has 
officially been named “Nebraska Bigfoot Lady” and her partner, Kenny Collins, has officially 
been named “Nebraska Bigfoot Guy”.  

Hastings City Council Talks Closed Facilities at Work Session :30
10/19/20 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Hastings City Council met for a work session Monday night. While there was plenty on 
their agenda, the big topic was COVID-19. In a briefing last week, South Heartland District 
Health Department announced that Adams County is seeing higher numbers again. Several 



government buildings shut down as of Monday morning to help slow the spread in the area. 
For people who still need city services, there is a lot that can be done online, over the phone 
or by appointment with a mask.

Know Your Ballet: Hastings 16th Street Viaduct :30
10/22/20 Local4 6pm Thursday 
After more than a year of debate, Hastings voters will get their say in what happens to the 
16th Street viaduct by approving or denying a ballot measure to spend $12.5 million to 
replace it. After the city council voted to tear down the viaduct in the fall of 2019, petitioners 
gathered 2,700 signatures to reverse the decision. The city agreed to let voters decide if 
they wanted to see the bridge repaired. There has been some confusion on the wording of 
the measure. The engineers who examined the bridge originally made four different plans. 
One option was to tear it down for around $1.5 million. But the petitioners wanted the public 
to have a choice other than just removing it.

President Trump Hosting Maga Rally at Omaha Airport :30
10/27/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
With one week until Election Day, President Trump supporters flocked to Eppley Airfield on 
Tuesday to see their candidate. Omaha was the president’s last stop on a three-city tour on 
Tuesday. He was in Michigan and Wisconsin as well, appealing to key districts from the 
election. Air Force One arrived in Omaha just before 8 p.m. Tuesday. President Trump 
addressed the crowd about his plans for the country going forward. Touching on Nebraska’s 
farmers, ethanol production, unemployment, and other topics.

Hastings Hosts Patriotic Parade to Support Law Enforcement :30
11/01/20 Local4 5pm Sunday 
With the election just days away, many people gathered in Hastings for what they called a 
“Patriotic Parade". Hundreds of people decked their cars out with paint, American flags and 
“Blue Lives Matter” flags. They all met at the Smith Softball Complex around 1 p.m. then 
drove through Hastings to Grand Island. Others sat along the side of the road and watched 
the cars drive by. The group wanted to show their support of law enforcement and of the 
president.

Nebraska: Biden Takes on Electoral Vote, Trump Takes Other Four :30
11/04/20 Local4 5am Wednesday 
Joe Biden will win one electoral vote in Nebraska, and President Trump will win an additional 
vote, giving him total of four out of five votes. There are five electoral votes at stake in 
Nebraska. It takes 270 electoral votes to win the 2020 presidential election. Nebraska allows 
electoral votes to be split. In Nebraska, two of five electoral votes go to the winner of the 
statewide vote. One electoral vote goes to the winner in each of Nebraska’s three 
congressional districts.

Gambling Bills Have Good Odds Of Passing :30
11/03/20 Local4 10pm Tuesday
Nebraskans voted on Tuesday to legalize casino gambling at state horse tracks. The decision 
was divided into three initiatives and all three had to pass. 429: Allows for gambling 
specifically at race tracks and amends the constitution to permit it. 430: Creates a gaming 
commission to regulate and oversee gambling. 431 Details how it would be taxed with 20% 
tax and more than 2/3 of that going towards property tax relief.
 
Nebraska DMV Encourages Use of Online Services :30
11/17/20 Local4 5pm Tuesday
The Nebraska Department of Motor Vehicles is reminding customers that most of the 
services offered by the DMV can be safely done online as state DMV and county offices seek 
to de-densify and reduce in-person interactions. Dozens of services are available online, 



including common services such as renewing a driver’s license, state ID card and vehicle 
registration, ordering specialty plates, applying for handicap permits and more.

Nebraska Planning to Give Covid 19 Vaccinations at Long Term Care Facilities 
Next Week :30
12/18/20 Local4 Midday Friday 
Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts said Friday morning that the state is preparing to begin 
vaccinating long-term care facilities, providing additional COVID-19 vaccines arrive as 
expected in the next couple of weeks. As part of Phase 1A of Nebraska’s vaccination plan, 
the state is planning to begin vaccinating long-term care facilities next week, Ricketts said, 
as long as additional doses arrive as expected. Nebraska is slated to receive an additional 
11,700 Pfizer vaccines next week and another 11,700 the following week, he said, and will 
“bank them” all for the pharmacy program that will begin vaccinating staff and residents at 
long-term care facilities the week of Dec. 28.

Nebraska State Fair Board Approves 2021 Budget Board Member Resigns :30
12/18/20 Local4 5pm Friday
The Nebraska State Fair Board met Friday to approve the budget for 2021. One board 
member raised concerns over how the finances are being handled. The budget for 2021 is 
set to be significantly less than in previous years. With the cutbacks and the hopes for a 
more normal fair they plan to come out profitable. Board member Jeremy Jensen still had 
questions he wanted answered before approval. Jensen has been digging into the 2019 
financials of the fair that has led to some controversy. He brought up the fact that around 
47.5% of the fair’s money comes from the state and Grand Island.

Grand Island Community Honors Veterans with Wreaths Across America :30
12/19/20 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Saturday morning people came out to the Grand Island Veterans Cemetery for the annual 
Wreaths Across America event. It is a day to honor the veterans who are no longer around or 
made the ultimate sacrifice. This is the first year that all of the grave sites were able to be 
covered with a wreath. Last year there was a miscount and there were a few that went 
without. The people that came out said they are grateful that the Grand Island community 
always turns out to support their veterans. Multiple fundraisers for the event were held 
throughout the year and they exceeded their financial goal.

VOLUNTEERISM/ COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/DIVERSITY

Salvation Army (On-going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Wednesdays
Interviews with the Salvation Army weekly  to discuss volunteer opportunities as well as 
needs within the community that viewers can donate to.

Heartland United Way Kicks Off Fall Campaign :30
10/01/20 Local4 5am Thursday 
Heartland United Way kicked off their fall campaign on Wednesday during a joint ceremony 
with their donor recognition event. The latter is typically held in the spring but was 
suspended due to the pandemic. Being several months into this pandemic, Heartland United 



Way has seen the need for help in the community rise significantly. They’ve been crucial in 
helping the area get back on their feet and now look for donations to be able to continue 
that work. Donations to the group go to 17 organizations in Hall, Hamilton, Howard and 
Merrick Counties.

Hairball Concert Coming to Heartland Event Center :30
10/01/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Concerts are about to return to the Heartland Event Center in Grand Island as famed cover 
band Hairball is set for November. According to the event center, there will be a new layout 
of floor tickets for sale and multiple sections of stadium seating that will be set up for social 
distancing. Other protocols will be in place including staff wearing masks and the audience is 
encouraged to wear masks as well.

Salvation Army Begins Holiday Season Early :30
10/01/20 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Traditionally, the infamous red kettles don’t come out until the first Friday before 
Thanksgiving. This year they will be set up at Russ’s Market and Allen’s on Nov. 13. On top 
of that, two websites are live for the Salvation Army: one to sign up to volunteer to ring bells 
and one to donate to the Salvation Army.  At kettles, there will also be the option to donate 
electronically if someone would like to donate but does not have change or spare bills. The 
Salvation Army has done a free Thanksgiving meal for over 35 years at the Masonic Center 
in Hastings but this year will make it a to-go meal and set up at the Adams County 
Fairgrounds to allow for more space.

Kearney Parks & Rec Hosts 6th Annual Trail Run In Person :30
10/04/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
The Kearney Parks and Recreation Department had their 6th Annual Trail Run at Cottonmill 
Park on Sunday. While many races have been cancelled or gone virtual, this 5K race was in-
person. 76 runners participated in the trail run. Organizers had them go in waves to avoid 
overcrowding at the start line. Organizers also didn’t let people register the day of the race 
since they ran in heats. Organizers said they didn’t go virtual like all the others races during 
the pandemic, because they could easily manage the crowd since normally, they have less 
than 100 people who generally run each year. 

Acts of Kindness Week Promotes Positivity in Grand Island :30
10/06/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday
A group in Grand Island is now onto day three of Acts of Kindness Week and continuing to 
promote happiness, positivity and doing nice things for one another. The AOK Ladies is a 
group dedicated to performing random acts of kindness each month with October being its 
focus as it holds an annual week of acts of kindness. This year is the 21st year the week has 
been going on. 

Family Gives Back with Blood Drive After Transfusion Saves Sons Life :30
10/08/20 Local4 6pm Thursday 
One family is giving back with a Red Cross blood drive after a donor saved their son’s life. At 
15 months old, Elliot Volker was diagnosed with a tumor that needed surgery two years ago. 
The blood transfusion he got helped keep him alive. His family is grateful someone took the 
time to donate the blood that would help Elliot. On Thursday, they hosted a drive at Hastings 
Family Chiropractic to help with the current blood shortage. His parents wanted to make 
sure there is enough blood locally for hospitals to continue their life-saving work.

Annual Crop Walk Raises Funds for the Hungry :30
10/11/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
The crop walk raises funds to give food to people in need. Organizers thought about 
canceling the event because of the Coronavirus, but they thought the need to help families 



during the pandemic was too important. Normally organizers start at Hastings college and 
walk around the park together, but this time they met at the park around 2 p.m. to walk 
separately.

Volunteers Rebuild Veteran Shop That Burned Down Over The Summer :30
10/13/20 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
A group of volunteers got together to help a local veteran rebuild his shop. They came from 
all over the country but had the same goal - to help Kenneth Hegwood get back on his feet 
after a fire burned down his shop back in June.  Hegwood has been painting military patches, 
helmets and bags since the 1940′s. He thought his time as an artist was over when his shop 
burned down, but his community had a different plan. Many of the products at the 
construction site were donated by shops in Hastings and Grand Island. The whole 
community truly came together to help Ken out.

Kearney Cruise Night Still a Go, Despite COVID Numbers :30
10/13/20 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
The annual Kearney Cruise Nite, usually held on the third weekend of July was postponed 
due to the pandemic. Instead, organizers moved the popular five-day automobile festival 
until October. And while COVID-19 cases have been increasing in the district, the event has 
been given the green light for October 13-18.  Two Rivers is recommending that participants 
in the shows stay in their cars or only with their own immediate family groups instead of 
intermingling with others in attendance. Two Rivers also recommends wearing masks at all 
events including outdoor events.

Coat Giveaway Warms Bodies and Hearts :30
10/22/20 Local4 5pm Thursday 
For the 17th year, St. Leo’s Catholic Parish of Grand Island gave away coats Thursday. For 
seven-and-a-half hours, anyone who could benefit from having a new coat for themselves or 
a family member was able to pick out what they needed. The new and gently used coats 
were donated by many people who recognize the need in the community.

250 Pound Food Donation Gets Donated Again :30
10/23/20 Local4 6am Friday 
Revive Ministries received 250 pounds of hamburger for its annual “Recovery in the Park” 
event that takes place in July. But with the event canceled due to COVID-19, the staff had all 
this meat on their hands. They decided to take the donations for the event and pay them 
forward. They plan to turn over the beef donation to the Hastings Food Pantry on Friday.

Stuhr Museum Adapting to Fluid Pandemic :30
11/12/20 Local4 6am Thursday 
Right when businesses, organizations and other institutions may feel as though they’ve 
settled in and are comfortable with where they’re positioned as it relates to the pandemic, 
things change. Stuhr Museum’s Fourth of July event was one annual event that was 
fortunate enough to take place although it had major changes. All Hallows Eve, the 
museum’s annual Halloween event also took place with minor changes. Now, as Christmas is 
just over a month away, Stuhr Museum has already cancelled its infamous North Pole 
Express. Meanwhile, the Fantasy of Trees exhibit is scheduled to still go up - although less 
an event than a display.

Business Colation of Veterans in Need of Donations for Holiday Events :30
11/15/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
During this season of giving, the Grand Island Business Coalition of Veterans hopes people 
keep them in mind. Due to the pandemic, they had to cancel many of their events which 
also serve as fundraisers. They are now raising money to help with Wreaths Across America, 
Christmas at Victory Place and many other programs to give back to veterans.



Hastings Museum Creates a Way to Connect People :30
11/16/20 Local4 Midday Monday 
The Hastings Museum remains closed to the public which means the staff has been much 
more active on social media and has been putting out more online content to engage 
people. Its new program is another notch in the staff’s belt. The Pen Pal Program is a way for 
people to connect and interact with one another safely and take a break from the virtual 
component of life that so many continue to be consumed by. The program has people 
signed up from Hastings and some out-of-state individuals. The first batch of matches and 
letters will begin taking place right around Thanksgiving, however the program has a rolling 
sign up; if you miss the first round it won’t be too late to join.  

Dine Out to Help Non-Profits, Food Pantries :30
11/17/20 Local4 6am Tuesday
Local nonprofits and food pantries in a four-county area are teaming up to raise awareness 
and funds to fight hunger and homelessness in the area. All day Tuesday you can help by 
dining out for a good cause in this year’s Dine United Event. Participating restaurants in Hall, 
Hamilton, Howard and Merrick counties will be donating a portion of their sales today to the 
cause. This is made possible through a partnership between Heartland United Way, the 
Crisis Center, Hope Harbor, Salvation Army and local food pantries.

Project Hunger Gives Over 1000 Thanksgiving Meals to Families in Need :30
11/21/20 Local4 6pm Saturday
It’s been rough for families during the Coronavirus pandemic and some of them can’t afford 
to eat ham, turkey and all the fixings on Thanksgiving, but Project Hunger in Grand Island 
handed out meals on Saturday to help them put food on the table. Project Hunger gave 
away 1,040 boxes at Fonner Park to high schools, churches and other organizations in the 
community. In the boxes were ham, vegetables, potatoes, pies, rolls and other ingredients.

Community Steps Up to Adopt Senior from The Kensington :30
11/27/20 Local4 5pm Friday
At The Kensington in Hastings, the residents have been dealing with not getting to see 
family due to health safety risks. Management decided to let the public “Adopt a Senior” this 
holiday season. People will be given a list from one of the 64 residents to find a gift for them 
to open on Christmas day. Finley said it has been hard for residents to miss holidays and 
birthdays with loved ones. Seeing so many people wanting to brighten a senior’s day means 
a lot to the residents.

Nonprofits Look Forward to Giving Tuesday :30
11/30/20 Local4 10pm Monday 
After a busy shopping weekend for many across the country, it’s time to give back. Local 
nonprofits are hopeful that people will take advantage of the annual Giving Tuesday 
campaign. Many local nonprofits are seeing a decrease in donations coming in during 2020 
due to the pandemic but are hopeful to see some more as the holidays approach.

Heartland United Ways 25 Keys of Christmas Event :30
11/30/20 Local4 Midday Monday
The Heartland United Way annual campaign has encouraged people to share with others 
and make a donation that will locally impact over 25,000 people in Hall, Hamilton, Howard 
and Merrick Counties. This year, United Way donors will have a chance to win a 2020 
Hyundai Veloster, donated by Tom Dinsdale. A donation of $260 is required to have a 
chance at the car, which has a stick shift. The Heartland United Way will draw 25 Key 
Winners who will then have a 1 in 25 chance to win. Beginning Nov. 30, two key winners will 
be randomly drawn for 12 days.



Kearney Holiday Festival to Being Saturday :30
11/30/20 Local4 Midday Monday
The City of Kearney Park and Recreation Department is coordinating the 3rd Annual Holiday 
Light Festival from 6 - 8:30 p.m. Dec. 5-12, at Yanney Heritage Park. Thirty-one businesses 
and organizations will decorate trees and open areas, along the walkway from the Peterson 
Activity Center to the Gottschalk Observation Tower. Due to the rise in COVID-19 cases in 
the Kearney area, theme nights and activity nights will not be conducted this year.

Recycling Aluminum Cans Could Lead to Grand for Area Nonprofit :30
11/30/20 Local4 Midday Monday
Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity has a chance to receive a $5,000 grant as part of an 
aluminum can recycling competition. The competition lasts up to Jan. 1 and would allow 
Habitat to purchase materials and continue working toward its mission as prices have 
skyrocketed during the pandemic due to supply and demand. With annual fundraisers and 
various events cancelled this year due to COVID-19, recycling cans becomes a crucial way to 
raise money for Habitat.

Grand Island Woman Places Historical Marker on Tornado Hill :30
12/09/20 Local4 6pm Wednesday
After months of fundraising, one Grand Island woman managed to get a historical marker on 
Tornado Hill. Stephanie Crosby started the quest back in June on the 40th anniversary night 
of the twisters, and for the last several months she had been accepting donations and doing 
fundraisers to reach her $6,000 goal. Now, the historical marker is finally up at the base of 
the hill, and all that’s left to do is get it approved by the city

Hastings Boys Give Their Christmas Presents to Families in Need :30
12/12/20 Local4 6pm Saturday
A group of boys from Pack 32 at First Congregational Church in Hastings donated Christmas 
presents to families in need on Saturday.  Jayden Gish, 5, Zach Ostdiek, 8, Eli Ostdiek, 5, 
Connor Johnson ,7, Ryker Chandler, 6, and their parents dropped them off at the the 
Hastings Fire Department as part of Local4′s Present Patrol initiative. They gave away some 
LOL toys, a dinosaur, a weaving kit, a couple of games, and a remote-control car. When the 
boys told Kolbet they wanted to give their presents away awhile back, she thought it was 
fitting for the times.

United Harvest Hands out Hundreds of Meals to Hastings Residents :30
12/19/20 Local4 10pm Saturday 
United Harvest in Hastings passed out hundreds of meals to families on Saturday. They’ve 
been doing this for several years, but recently they’ve seen a spike in people needing their 
help. Every month at the Peace Center, they unload hundreds of boxes from the Food Bank 
for the Heartland in Omaha. They rip them open and set them in different stations 
throughout the facility. From there, volunteers walk in a single-file-line and fill up carts with 
a week’s worth of food. Normally, United Harvest does the distribution inside to give people 
the opportunity to pick out what they want, but to be safe during this pandemic, they 
switched to a drive-up service instead.

Lincoln Woman Makes Beds of Bags :30
12/20/20 Local4 10pm Sunday 
Over the course of an entire year it is estimated that approximately 2,450 people will have 
experienced living on the streets or in shelters here in Lincoln, according to the Lincoln 
Homeless Coalition. Now one local woman is hoping to help some of them out while keeping 
plastic out of the landfill. It’s called Becky’s Beds of Bags. Becky Topil, a retired teacher, 
collects hundreds of plastic bags and then they’re crocheted together to make a 7-foot-long 
bed. All it takes is plastic grocery bags.



KSNB PSAs PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT
OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

Topic of PSA (varying lengths of: 10, :15, :20, and :30)     # of Times Aired

4th Quarter PSA Totals KSNB NSNB

Alcohol & Drugs 71 70

Animal Welfare 192 51

Consumer Protection 124 76

Education 99 257

Environment/Ag 14 27

Family/Community 193 185

Health & Fitness 592 412

Military/Government 176 162

Safety 145 53

Outdoors/Recreation/Tourism 0 2

Volunteerism/Donations 491 218

Kid Targeted 326 163

Employment/Public Files 92 68


