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2nd Quarter 2021
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PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST SIGNIFICANT
TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

On KSNB
LOCAL4 TODAY AT 5AM & 6AM             Monday thru Friday                                         5:00-
7:00a
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 11:30              Monday thru 
Friday                                        11:30a-12:00p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 5PM                            Sunday thru Friday & Sunday                        5:00-
5:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 6PM                            Monday thru Saturday                                     6:00-
6:30p
LOCAL4 NEWS AT 10PM                          Monday thru Sunday                                       10:00-
10:35p

Also on KSNB DT2 (a simulcast of KOLNDT3)
NEBRASKA NEWS                    Monday thru Friday                                     
11:00p
Pure Nebraska                                             Monday thru Friday                                          10:30p

All of the above programs are locally produced News programs presenting a mix of news, 
weather, sports and issue-related Feature stories.  Issue-responsive program segments are 
usually one to three minutes in duration unless otherwise indicated.  

Webchannel/Mobile/Streaming/Aps:  Central Nebraska has a place to go for local news and 
information online and on the go.  As more people turn to alternative means for information on 
a daily basis, people can count on KSNB-TV (KSNBLocal4.com) to be the local news and 
information leader on all platforms.  Local4's website is an important source of local news stories 
of all kinds, emergency information, severe weather, amber alerts, community information, 
public service, and other resources. Local4's various digital platforms also feature live streaming 
throughout the day whether a scheduled newscast, or breaking news or weather of local 
importance, and also meet online closed captioning requirements. 

Regular NBC Network News Programs Carried by KSNB:
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:00-
4:30am
EARLY TODAY                                                       Monday thru Friday                    4:30-
5:00am
TODAY SHOW                                                  Monday thru Friday                    7:00-
11:00am
NBC NIGHTLY NEWS                                            Monday thru Sunday                  5:00-
5:30pm
SATURDAY TODAY SHOW                                  Saturdays                                    7:00-9:00am
SUNDAY TODAY SHOW                                       Sundays                                      7:00-8:00am
MEET THE PRESS            Sundays                      8:00-9:00am



All of the above programs are network news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, sports 
and issue-related Feature stories.   

KNHL is a mirror simulcast of KSNB, with KSNB DT1 on KNHL DT2 and KSNB DT2 on KNHL DT1.

All KSNB Newscasts are closed captioned for the hearing impaired.  Station conducts 
all weekly random EAS tests as well as monthly scheduled test in preparation of 
needed emergency announcements. Station airs Public File and Children's 
Programming Report spots as required. 

Examples of stories providing treatment of significant community issues this Quarter.

ALCOHOL & DRUGS

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money - This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing new

Scotia Woman Arrested on Possession Charges :30
04/12/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
According to the Sherman County Sheriff’s Office, a deputy pulled a black Toyota Avalon 
over around 1 a.m. Sunday on Ashton Avenue near 797th Road. During a probable cause 
search, authorities found a large quantity of suspected methamphetamine and additional 
illegal narcotics. Kelly was arrested for amphetamine possession, possession of controlled 
substance, possession with intent to deliver and obstructing police.

Drugs in Car Lands GI Man in Jail :30
04/19/21 Local4 Midday Monday
A Grand Island man is under arrest after police found different drugs in his car. Grand Island 
Police officers were contacting Jimi Cervantes, 40, of Grand Island in connection with another 
incident when they saw THC wax and a digital scale in plain view in a parked car where 
Cervantes was sitting. After searching both Cervantes and the car, they also found a plastic 
bag with marijuana, drug paraphernalia and a plastic bag with 17 Xanax “bars”. Cervantes 
was arrested for Possession of a Controlled Substance (Xanax). Possession of Marijuana (less 
than one ounce) and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.

Hastings Traffic Stop Leads to Confiscation of Meth and Other Drugs :30
04/21/21 Local4 Midday 



Hastings Police recovered a large amount of drugs following a traffic stop Tuesday 
afternoon. According to HPD, officers pulled the vehicle over around 2:45 p.m. in the 200 
block of South Burlington. The vehicle was driven by Raquel Bloom, 31, of Ashton. She had a 
male passenger with her, Douglas Schmidt, 38, of Grand Island. During the stop police said 
they found nearly one pound of methamphetamine, one package of cocaine, THC wax, 
marijuana, a scale, packaging material, drug paraphernalia and money.

234 Pounds of Marijuana Found in Two Traffic Stops on I-80 :30
04/21/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested four people, after locating more than 
230 pounds of marijuana and other controlled substances in two traffic stops this week. 
During the traffic stop, an NSP K-9 detected the presence of a controlled substance inside 
the pickup. A search of the vehicle revealed 88 pounds of marijuana, concealed in luggage 
in the bed of the pickup. Troopers also located THC pills, THC vape cartridges, THC wax, and 
THC gummies in the cab of the pickup.

Local Organizations Participate in National Prescription Drug Take Back Day :30
04/24/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The Central Nebraska Council on Alcoholism and Addictions partnered with GIPD and the Hall 
County’s Sheriff’s Office for National Prescription Drug Take Back Day. In 2016 studies 
showed 6.2 million Americans misused prescription drugs and majority of users get them 
from their family or friends. Prescription Drug Take Back Day happens every year in April 
and October.

Four Children Placed in Protective Custody after Large Amount of Drugs Found :30
04/29/21 Local4 6am Thursday 
Four children are in protective custody after a large quantity of meth and other drug 
materials were found in plain sight throughout a home in Grand Island. Upon walking 
through the residence with the child’s mother, Adriana Veliz, police said multiple items of 
dangerous drugs and drug paraphernalia were located. Police found a total amount of 49.5 
grams of methamphetamine, digital scales, and packaging material inside the home. Veliz 
and her boyfriend Eduardo Aldaba-Montanez were arrested and charged for four counts of 
felony child abuse due to the drug items located inside, being not only within reach of the 
children but easily accessible to the point if contacted or ingested. Police also said all four 
children were in a situation that endangered their physical and mental health.

Troopers Locate Over 400 lbs of Marijuana Hidden Inside ATMS Safe :30
05/03/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
According to NSP, a trooper observed a Mercedes Sprinter Van fail to signal a turn while 
exiting Interstate 80 at the Giltner Interchange, at mile marker 324 at around 10 a.m. During 
the traffic stop, an NSP K9 detected the presence of a controlled substance inside the 
vehicle. Troopers searched the vehicle and located a plastic tote containing packages of 
marijuana. There were also 14 ATMs and a large safe inside the van. With the assistance of 
the Grand Island Fire Department, all 14 ATMs and the safe were opened, revealing that 
they were full of packages of marijuana. The total weight of the marijuana was 426 pounds.

Lincoln Pius Bus Hit on I-80, Other Driver Under Suspension :30
05/06/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
The Seward County Sheriff’s Office is investigating a crash involving a Lincoln Pius X bus and 
a minivan. Seward County deputies responded to the crash on I-80 near MM 388 Wednesday 
around 2 p.m. Sheriff Michael Vance said a minivan driver crashed into a bus transporting 
the Lincoln Pius X girls soccer team to North Platte for a game. The driver of the minivan is a 
62-year-old California man and former law enforcement officer. No children were injured but 



the drivers of the bus and minivan were taken to Bryan West in Lincoln. Vance said the 
driver of minivan was found in possession of $570,000 of suspected drug currency. 

Two Arrested After Pursuit Between Lincoln and Omaha :30
05/10/21 Local4 6pm Monday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested two people following a late-morning 
pursuit between Lincoln and Omaha. The driver, Lamar Parsons Ferguson, 34, of Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, was arrested for felony flight to avoid arrest, willful reckless driving, and 
possession of a controlled substance. The passenger, Mia Miller, 23, of Columbia Heights, 
Minnesota, was arrested for possession of a controlled substance. Both were lodged in Sarpy 
County Jail. Additional charges are possible in connection with the Seward County pursuit.

Troopers Arrest Two Locate 186 lbs of Marijuana :30
05/17/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested two people after locating more than 
180 pounds of marijuana during a traffic stop Saturday. At approximately 7:45 a.m. 
Saturday, a trooper observed a Dodge Charger fail to signal a turn and drive on the shoulder 
while exiting Interstate 80 at mile marker 324, in Hamilton County. During the traffic stop, 
an NSP K9 detected the odor of a controlled substance inside the vehicle. A search of the 
vehicle revealed 186 pounds of marijuana contained in heat sealed packages.

Carry Out Alcohol from Restaurants Becomes Permanently Legal :30
05/26/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
Nebraska restaurants can now offer carry-out alcohol permanently under a new state law 
inspired by Gov. Pete Ricketts’ efforts to help struggling businesses during the pandemic. 
Ricketts announced Wednesday that he signed the measure into law. It went into effect 
immediately. The governor issued an executive order to allow carry-out alcohol in March 
2020 to aid restaurants that were struggling financially because of the pandemic and 
mandatory social distancing restrictions. 

One Taken to Hospital After Crash in Grand Island :30
06/03/21 Local4 6am Thursday 
One person was taken to the hospital after a rollover accident in Grand Island. The accident 
happened at 12:45 a.m. Thursday on Bismark Street near Dodge Elementary School. Grand 
Island Police said officers arrived on the scene to see a truck on its side after hitting two 
parked cars. The driver of the car was taken to the hospital with minor injuries. Bismark 
Street was closed for about an hour, while Grand Island Police and the Grand Island Fire 
Department cleaned up the scene. Alcohol is suspected to be a factor in the crash.

Troopers Find 55 LBS Cocaine Near Cozad :30
06/04/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol arrested an Arizona man following the discovery of 
55 pounds of cocaine in a vehicle in Cozad.The incident occurred at approximately 1 p.m. 
Thursday, when a trooper contacted a driver at the Cozad interchange off Interstate 80. 
During the encounter, the trooper became suspicious of criminal activity. Troopers searched 
the vehicle and found 55 pounds of cocaine hidden in floor compartments of the vehicle. 
There was also a small amount of marijuana in the vehicle. The driver of the vehicle was 
accompanied by an adult female passenger and a small child.

Methamphetamine Located in Plainview in Drug Investigation :30
06/04/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Investigators with the Nebraska State Patrol arrested two people during an investigation in 
Plainview. On Thursday, investigators executed a search warrant at a residence at 108 S. 
2nd Street in Plainview. During the search, investigators located a package containing one 



pound of suspected methamphetamine. Smaller amounts of methamphetamine were also 
located in other areas of the home. Two subjects were in the home at the time of the search 
and were both arrested.

NSP Completes Click-it-or-Ticket Campaign :30
06/11/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have completed the annual “Click It or Ticket” 
campaign, which focuses on the start of the summer travel season. During the campaign, 
which ran from May 24 through June 6, troopers removed 45 impaired drivers from the road. 
Troopers also assisted 681 motorists in need of help on Nebraska’s roadways. Throughout 
the effort, troopers not only arrested 45 drivers for driving under the influence, but also 
issued citations for speeding (786), no seat belt (24), improper child restraint (7), open 
alcohol container (22), minor in possession of alcohol (15), driving under suspension (71), 
and no proof of insurance (45).

ANIMAL WELFARE / PET SAFETY

Star Over Rover (On-Going)
Local4 Today at 6am   Weekly
Interview on News 5 Today on Wednesdays we feature an animal weekly that is in need of a 
good home plus tips/advice on how to better take care of your own pets.

Heartland Pet Connection (On-Going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Fridays 
Interview on News 5 at 11:30am on Wednesdays with the Heartland Pet Connection.  Tips and 
advice
on how to take care of your pets.  An animal that is in need of a good home is also featured.

Central Nebraska Humane Society Hosts Adoption Event :30
04/08/21 Local4 10pm Thursday 
The Central Nebraska Humane Society has had a ton of adoptions during the North Shore 
Animal League America’s Tour for Life campaign this week. It’s an adoption event they do 
every year to get as many pets adopted as they can. The shelter has been promoting the 
campaign on all of their social media sites to get the word out. The Humane Society is 
running a special right now. All of their dog adoptions are 25% off and all of their cat 
adoptions cost $50. People have until the campaign ends this Sunday to take advantage of 
the discounts.
Gray Wolf Found in Nebraska :30
04/14/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
Genetic testing results recently confirmed a large canine killed Jan. 28, 2021, near Uehling, 
was a gray wolf. The female wolf had been legally shot by coyote hunters, who contacted 
the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission. Genetic testing showed the animal originated 
from a population of wolves found in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan.

Grand Island Kennel Club Brings Back Annual Dog Show :30
04/18/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
The Grand Island Kennel Club hosted their annual dog show at Pinnacle Bank Expo Center at 
Fonner Park this weekend. There were more than 700 contestants who showed off their dogs 
in the American Kennel Club (A.K.C) All Breed Competition and more than 100 contestants 
for the Obedience and Rally Trials. Organizers said this was one of their biggest shows yet. 
By the time they closed registration two weeks ago, there were so many entries they had to 
hire two more judges.



Past Champion Sleepy Eyes Todd Returns to Fonner Park :30
04/23/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Sleepy Eyes Todd is back at Fonner Park to compete in the $75,000 Bosselman Pump-
Pantry/Gus Fonner Stakes on Saturday, April 24. Sleepy Eyes Todd won the Bosselman 
Stakes in 2020 by 6 1/2 lengths and went on to see major success after leaving Fonner Park. 
Sleepy Eyes Todd won stake races at Keeneland, Charles Town and Gulfstream before 
heading out of the country. He raced in million dollar races in Saudi Arabia and Dubai, 
placing 5th and 10th respectively.

Grand Island Man Facing Felony Animal Abuse Charges :30
04/28/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Grant Edwardson, 41, has been charged with 24 felony counts of abandon/cruel neglect of 
livestock resulting in injury or death. He has also been charged with three misdemeanor 
counts of abandon/cruelly neglect livestock. Edwardson appeared in Hall County Court on 
Wednesday where the judge set his bond at $5,000. He paid 10 percent of the bond and has 
since bonded out. Once taking over the investigation, Animal Control Officers Morgan Mohr 
and Jessie Romero observed several live cows that did not appear to be in good condition. 

Heartland Pet Connection in Need of Volunteers :30
05/17/21 Local4 6am Monday 
Coming on the heels of Give Hastings Day Heartland Pet Connection is looking forward to 
moving ahead with its long-planned outdoor project while also in need of volunteers. Jenny 
Theesen, the manager of Heartland Pet Connection, said the shelter has been short on 
volunteers since the start of the pandemic but has never seen it this bad. Theesen believes 
the pandemic caused volunteers to leave due to personal safety reasons but can’t pinpoint 
why younger people aren’t eager to jump on board. The silver lining of being short staffed is 
that Heartland Pet Connection recently received $16,393 from Give Hastings Day. It was the 
13th highest dollar amount out of the 94 nonprofits.

Crane Trusts Summer Speaker Series Returns :30
05/25/21 Local4 6am Tuesday 
After taking some time off the Summer Speaker Series has returned at the Crane Trust 
Nature and Visitor Center. The first talk of the series is scheduled for Tuesday at 7 p.m. and 
is focused on “Bats in Nebraska”. Talks focus on conservation and preservation efforts in 
Nebraska as it pertains to various topics ranging from bees to snakes to bison and on 
Tuesday, bats. Paired with the series is a pot luck dinner which attendees are not required to 
bring a dish to but are encouraged to enjoy. The talks and the meals take place once a 
month beginning in May and usually carrying into November.

Start Over Rover Rescues Dog From Culvert :30
06/02/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
A group of Start Over Rover volunteers proved they aren’t scared to get a little dirty if it 
means getting a scared dog to safety. The shelter was called Wednesday morning about a 
dog that was scared and hiding in a culvert. When the group got there, they were able to 
coax him out with about a pound of turkey. Many of volunteers were covered in mud by the 
time they got the dog out, but they said it was absolutely worth it because now the dog is 
clean, fed and safe.

Cattle Feeders Manage Heat Stress Among Cattle :30
06/10/21 Local4 6pm Thursday 
With the weather being as hot as it is, cattle feeders are having to keep an eye out for heat 
stress. Animals are much different from humans in how they deal with it. They can only 



handle up to 75 degrees depending on size and exceeding temperatures mixed with 
humidity and no air movement puts them in danger.

Rare Goat Breed Shown at Fonner Park this Week :30
06/13/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Thousands of the most sought-after goats were in Grand Island on Sunday for the American 
Boer Goat Association’s (ABGA) National Show. The boer goat is a rare breed in the United 
States. First originating in South Africa until being imported to the U.S. from Australia and 
New Zealand in 1994. This red-headed, white-bodied goat’s submissive behavior and high 
fertility is what sets them apart from all the rest. They are always in high demand because 
of its ability to grow fast and produce high quality meat.

CONSUMER PROTECTION

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm
Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Part of Hastings Avenue to Close Starting Monday :30
04/09/21 Local4 5pm Friday 
A portion of Hastings Avenue will be closed to through traffic temporarily beginning on 
Monday, April 12. Hastings Avenue will close to through traffic from 1st Street to 2nd Street 
for the private installation of a fire suppression system at a nearby business, and work is 
expected to take three days. The alley will remain open to traffic. Drivers should plan to use 
an alternate route during the above timeframe, and we appreciate your patience during this 
time of inconvenience.

Red Cross Gives Fire Alarms to Those in Need :30
04/21/21 Local4 6am Wednesday 
The American Red Cross is helping communities better prepare for disaster by donating fire 
alarms to local, community leaders. The Red Cross and community leaders want every 
resident to be prepared for a fire and one of the best ways to do that is by equipping each 
home with fire alarms. The fire alarms donated to community leaders are 10-year fire 
alarms. They do not need recharging or their batteries replaced but do require biannual 
testing, as with every fire alarm.

Boil Water Notice Issued for Doniphan :30
05/14/21 Local4 5pm Friday 
Residents in Doniphan need to boil their water tonight, as the Nebraska Department of 
Environment and Energy has issued a boil water notice for the town. Officials have detected 
bacteria in the water, and this only applies to residents of Doniphan, who will also be 
notified when the boil notice is lifted.

Council Approves Hastings Quiet Zone Project :30
05/25/21 Local4 5am Tuesday 
Council members voted unanimously (7-0) to approve a preliminary engineering agreement 
between the City of Hastings and BNSF for the Quiet Zone Project. This agreement with 
BNSF will cover preliminary engineering and a diagnostic review for all 7 crossings between 
Lincoln Avenue and Elm Avenue. Cost of this agreement is $18,576. Now that the agreement 



has been approved by the city council, the next steps will be to schedule the diagnostic 
review and finishing design drawings. These will be submitted to the Federal Railroad 
Administration.

Meat Company JBS Confirms it Paid 11 Million in Cyber Attack :30
06/09/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
The world’s largest meat processing company says it paid the equivalent of $11 million to 
hackers who broken into its computer system late last month. Brazil-based JBS SA said on 
May 31 that it was the victim of a ransomware attack, but Wednesday was the first time the 
company’s U.S. division confirmed that it had paid the ransom. JBS said the vast majority of 
its facilities were operational at the time it made the payment, but it decided to pay in order 
to avoid any unforeseen issues and ensure no data was exfiltrated.

Sheriff Warns Against Buffalo County Scam :30
06/10/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Another telephone scam is circulating in Central Nebraska. In a prepared statement 
Thursday afternoon, the Buffalo County Sheriff’s Office said it was receiving reports of local 
numbers calling and claiming to be their office. The callers apparently ask for money to 
dismiss fake active warrants. In the statement, the sheriff’s office said they never contact 
anyone requesting gift cards for any payment.

CRIME AND PERSONAL SAFETY

Multiple Stop Signs Knocked Down Around Clay County :30
04/05/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
The Clay County Emergency Manager said people ran over stop signs on county roads over 
the Easter weekend, jeopardizing the lives of others traveling the roadways. On Friday 
evening into Saturday morning, seven stop signs were run over on county roads around the 
Sutton area. One more was on the Fillmore County side of Road Z, with two others along 
Hwy 6, in the Sutton area. He said many people use those signs for reference. If a car not 
from the area doesn’t know there should be a stop sign, they will go enter the intersection 
and a two vehicle crash could happen.

NSP Investigating Two Deaths in Rural Gage County :30
04/06/21 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
The Nebraska State Patrol and Gage County Sheriff’s Office are investigating the deaths of 
two people who were found deceased at a residence in rural Gage County, near Blue 
Springs. At the residence, investigators located a deceased male, identified as Jason Arnold, 
49, of Blue Springs, with an apparent self-inflicted gunshot wound. Inside the residence, 
investigators located a deceased female, identified as Brooke Koch, 40, of Blue Springs. 
Tuesday morning, Arnold failed to appear in Gage County Court for violation of a protection 
order, prohibiting him from contact with Koch. Officials said following preliminary 
investigation, the case is believed to be a murder-suicide. 

Buffalo County Sheriff’s Office Responds to Robbery at Gas Station :30
04/11/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
The Buffalo County Sheriff’s Office responded to a strong armed robbery at a gas station 
around six miles east of Kearney off at the mile marker 279 interchange of I-80 on Sunday. 
According to preliminary information, a lone adult male jumped behind the counter, pushed 
past a clerk and removed money from the cash register. The subject then exited the store 
and fled westbound on I-80 in a silver Chevrolet four-door car with no license plates. 



Authorities were contacted, and a short time later the suspect vehicle was spotted on I-80 
several miles west of Kearney. The vehicle was stopped by a trooper with the Nebraska 
State Patrol and the suspect taken into custody.

One Dead After Vehicle/Tractor Crash Near St. Paul :30
04/11/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
One person died in a tractor/passenger vehicle accident Sunday morning. The Howard 
County Sheriff’s Office was dispatched to the crash around 9:26 a.m. Both vehicles were 
northbound on Highway 281 near 21st Avenue in northern Howard County. The driver of the 
passenger vehicle struck the rear of the tractor. The driver of the tractor was uninjured. The 
driver of the passenger vehicle and one juvenile passenger were taken to Howard County 
Medical Center. The juvenile was treated and released. The driver was transferred to CHI 
Health St. Francis and was later pronounced dead.

LPD Child Calls DHHS Hotline Reporting Sexual Assault :30
04/14/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
Investigators with the Lincoln Police Department arrested a man that they believe sexually 
abused a child. On March 19th, LPD said a 17-year-old boy called the DHHS hotline to report 
that he’d been sexually abused by a man who was later identified as 42-year-old Graciano L. 
Lopez. LPD said investigators interviewed the boy, who shared that he’d been sexually 
assaulted by Lopez several times over the last two years. On Tuesday, investigators said 
they located, interviewed, and developed probable cause to arrest Lopez for 1st-degree 
sexual assault.

No Injuries in Early Morning House Fire :30
04/19/21 Local4 5am Monday 
All occupants of a house in Clay Center were able to get out safely after a fire broke out 
inside their home early Monday morning. An individual had been walking in the 
neighborhood and noticed the house at 321 North Clay Ave. was on fire when he called 911 
and went up to the home to assist getting the homeowners out safely. A 74-year-old man 
and woman owned the home and were inside with their 18-year-old grandson at the time of 
the fire. Two dogs were also inside the home and able to get out unharmed.

Warrant Issued in Connection with Westroads Mall Shooting :30
04/18/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
Omaha Police on Sunday arrested two teens, ages 16 and 18, booking the younger on a 
first-degree murder charge in connection with Saturday’s Westroads Mall shooting. The 
Metro Fugitive Task Force has taken Makhi Woolridge-Jones into custody and will book him 
on his warrant. According to a Sunday release, Omaha Police have also arrested 18-year-old 
Brandon Woolridge-Jones for one count of accessory to a felony in the homicide. Brandon is 
currently in the Douglas County Jail with no bond amount set. The man critically injured in 
the shooting around noon died about four hours later and police identified the victim as 
Traquez Swift, 21.

Ten Killed on Nebraska Roads in March :30
04/16/21 Local4 5pm Friday 
Ten people were killed in traffic crashes on Nebraska roads during the month of March 2021. 
That’s according to data collected by the Nebraska Department of Transportation. That’s the 
same amount in March of last year. These 10 fatalities occurred in nine fatal crashes. Two 
were motorcyclists and one was a pedestrian. There were zero deadly crashes on the 
interstate, eight were on other highways and two on local roads. As far as seat belt usage, 
three of the seven vehicle occupants killed were not wearing them. One was using the seat 
belt and three had seat belt usage marked as unknown.



Kearney Man Killed in Thursday Crash :30
04/23/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Kearney Police, Good Samaritan EMS and Kearney Fire were dispatched to a single vehicle 
crash on Platte Road within Brodfoot’s Sand and Gravel property around 4:15 p.m. Officers 
located a 1997 GMC K1500 truck against a medal gate. The driver and lone occupant of the 
vehicle was found deceased upon arrival. The deceased has been identified as 53-year-old 
Robert Beam, of Kearney. Preliminary investigation revealed the vehicle was traveling east 
on a private access road (also referred to as Platte Rd) and collided with a partially open 
metal gate.

Teens Arrested for Group Robbery :30
04/26/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
Korbyn Nuncio reported to police that a group of people came into his home in the 100 block 
of North Elm Street around 1:00 a.m. Friday. He said they held him down and hit him 
multiple times. They then left with a number of items from his home, including a a safe, 
cash, a .22-caliber rifle and shoes. Three people, 18-year-old Alexander Hinken of Grand 
Island; 18-year-old Harrison Wooden of Grand Island and a 17-year-old juvenile, were all 
arrested for robbery and burglary. One other person identified by police is still at-large, as 
well as others that may have been involved. Police have recovered around $30,000 in cash 
that was taken. Police believe the large amount of cash was proceeds from drug 
transactions.

Two Killed in Crash Near Holdrege :30
04/28/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
At approximately 7:50 a.m. Tuesday, a Chevrolet Silverado was traveling westbound on 
Highway 6, four miles west of Holdrege, when it crossed the center line and struck an 
eastbound Dodge Grand Caravan. The Silverado’s lone occupant, Dylan Skeen, 29, of 
Holdrege, was transported to CHI Health Good Samaritan Hospital in Kearney, where he was 
pronounced deceased. The driver of the Grand Caravan, Kerri Bernstrauch, 36, Holdrege, 
was pronounced deceased at the scene. A child passenger in the Grand Caravan was also 
transported to CHI Health Good Samaritan and then flown to Omaha for further treatment of 
serious injuries.

Three Injured in Multi Vehicle Accident in Merrick County :30
04/28/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday
Three people were hospitalized following a multiple vehicle accident Tuesday in Merrick 
County. The Merrick County Sheriff’s Office said it happened at Highway 30 and 19th Road. 
According to the sheriff’s office, a pickup pulling a stock trailer was eastbound slowing for a 
turning vehicle when an eastbound semi struck the rear of the trailer. That forced the pickup 
truck into the westbound lane where it was hit by a westbound semi truck. Three people 
were transported by ambulance to Merrick Medical Center and later transported to Bryan 
West Hospital for serious but non-life-threatening injuries sustained during the accident.

Cairo Man Dies After Being Accidentally Struck by Pickup :30
05/03/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
The Hall County Sheriff’s Office said Chad Osburn, 60, died from injuries after being struck 
by a pickup driven by his wife. Captain Ahlers said work was being done on a fence when a 
pickup being used accelerated backwards. He said Osburn’s wife mistakenly reversed back, 
pinning her husband up against the house. He was taken to CHI Health St. Francis, where he 
died. Captain Ahlers said it was an accidental death, so no charges are being filed against 
Osburn’s wife.

Hoax 911 Call Leads to Heavy Police Presence in GI :30
05/03/21 Local4 10pm Monday 



Around 7:45 p.m. Monday, the Grand Island Police Department received a 9-1-1 call they 
said was severe in nature. Within minutes, GIPD with the assistance of other agencies closed 
off the 3000 block of 17th Street in Grand Island. Officers could be seen on scene with guns 
drawn at several moments while the scene was secured. In less than an hour, police made 
contact with the woman inside the home in question, and were able to rule the incident as a 
hoax emergency call, also known as a swatting call. The scene was quickly cleared and 
deemed safe, but an investigation remains ongoing into the emergency call itself.

Former Minden School Board Member Charged :30
05/06/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
The former Minden school board member who refused to wear a mask in school now faces 
criminal charges. Katie Sinsel, 42, was charged this week and has pleaded not guilty to two 
misdemeanor charges of 2nd degree trespassing and disturbing the peace. Sinsel was 
removed from an April 12 Minden school board meeting because she refused to wear a mask 
as a COVID precaution. She was then removed from the school board meeting by the Minden 
Police Chief. A special board meeting was held on April 26 where Sinsel was removed from 
the board.

Convict Sentenced for Shooting at Grand Island Cop :30
05/06/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
A Grand Island man convicted of attempted murder will spend 12-15 years in prison. Tejani 
Abdalla, 33, was convicted in March of Attempted Second-Degree Murder and Use of a 
Firearm to Commit a Felony. A Hall County judge Wednesday sentenced him to 12-15 years 
in prison for Attempted Murder and four-six years for the weapons conviction. He will serve 
the sentences concurrently, or at the same time.

Unmanned Plane Crashes in Rural Merrick County :30
05/05/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
An unmanned plane undergoing maintenance took off on its own and eventually crashed in 
rural Merrick County. The Merrick County Sheriff’s Office reported that it happened around 
7:30 Tuesday night when the plane took off with no one on board from the runway of the 
Central City airport. The plane reached an altitude of 200 feet and traveled for about a mile-
and-a-half before crashing in a cornfield near 13th Road and M Road.

One Person Injured in Overnight House Fire :30
05/11/21 Local4 6am Tuesday 
A Grand Island home is heavily damaged and one person was injured after an overnight fire. 
The fire took place in the 3000 block of west 17th Street, when the Grand Island Fire 
Department responded to a call of a structure fire around 1:00 a.m.Grand Island Fire said 
the department took about 20 minutes to put the fire out. The extent of the injuries is 
unknown at this time. The investigation is ongoing.

Update Father of the Children Found Dead in Bellevue Home Arrested in California 
:30
05/16/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Officials tell WOWT 6 News that 35-year-old Adam Price was located and arrested in Pacifica, 
California Sunday evening. Bellevue Police were looking for the man after his two children 
were found dead inside his home on Sunday morning. The two children have been identified 
as three-year-old Theodore Price and five-year-old Emily Price. On scene, BPD said they 
went to a home on the 2700 block of Alberta Avenue twice - once on Saturday evening and 



once on Sunday morning to perform a wellness check on the two children and their father 
after receiving calls from the mother of the children, who lives in Illinois.

Grand Island Woman Badly Beaten and Set on Fire by Husband :30
05/17/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
A Grand Island man is behind bars after police say he brutally attacked his wife. According to 
police, the incident happened at the couple’s home roughly three weeks ago. Police said the 
woman told police that during an altercation, Giannini Cervantes, 39, of Grand Island poured 
alcohol on his wife’s leg, then set it on fire and stabbed her in the leg. The woman said 
Cervantes also punched her in the face multiple times during a later event causing visible 
injuries that she still had upon police arrival. According to Captain Jim Duering, the woman 
was assaulted roughly three weeks ago but came forward over the weekend when she felt 
like it was safe to finally do so.

Grand Island Woman Scammed out of Thousands by Fake Relationship :30
05/17/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
A Grand Island woman is out thousands of dollars after being duped by a phony online 
relationship. According to Grand Island Police, the woman met the scammer about five years 
ago through a Facebook gaming app. Police said that over the years the woman, who 
thought she was in a real online relationship, would wire the “person” money with the 
intentions of being paid back. The woman believes she sent the account between $30-50k 
over the course of five years.

Former State Trooper Arrested on Child Enticement Charges :30
05/18/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
A former Nebraska State Patrol trooper has been arrested on suspicion of child enticement 
and possessing child pornography. The Nebraska State Patrol said 24-year-old Brandon 
Dolezal was arrested early Saturday. The criminal investigation began after a teen told a 
school resource officer at Gering High School that he was concerned because two girls he 
knew were messaging with an older man on Snapchat. Court documents said interviews with 
the girls and a search of Snapchat records revealed that one of the girls had sent explicit 
photos to Dolezal and the conversations were sexual in nature.

Bomb Threat Made Against GI Store :30
05/21/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Grand Island Police are investigating a bomb threat at the Conestoga Mall. The threat was 
made against Hot Topic, located in the mall. GIPD said Hot Topic employees were opening 
up for the day on Thursday when they heard the message on the store’s answering 
machine. Police were notified and did a sweep of the store, giving it the all clear. They didn’t 
evacuate the mall. Captain Jim Duering said the call came from a spoof number, and that it 
could take weeks to get information back as to where it originated.

Two Arrested After Incident at Wood River Exchange :30
06/03/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Troopers with the Nebraska State Patrol have arrested two people after an incident at the 
Wood River interchange of Interstate 80. At approximately 7:40 p.m. Wednesday, troopers 
responded to a report of a fight at a truck stop at the Wood River interchange, at mile 
marker 300. Upon arrival, troopers located the people believed to be involved in the 
incident. During the investigation, an NSP K9 detected the odor of a controlled substance 
coming from inside one subject’s vehicle. During a search of the vehicle, troopers located 
suspected methamphetamine, drug paraphernalia, and a machete. A search of another 
vehicle involved in the incident led to the location of additional methamphetamine and drug 
paraphernalia.



Charges Dropped Oro Mex Jewelers Burglary :30
06/09/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
Charges have been dismissed against a man accused of burglarizing Oro-Mex Jewelers in 
downtown Grand Island. According to the Hall County Attorney, charges were dropped on 
Monday as there is not enough evidence to convict Estid Barrios, 29 of the crime.On 
September 25, Grand Island police reported that one or more burglars made off with roughly 
$250,000 in jewelry and other items after cutting through a wall next to Oro-Mex Jewelers. 
According to police, the burglars entered the church next door by cutting through a cement 
wall, then broke into two safes.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT / JOBS / MONEY MATTERS

Your Money (On-Going)
Local4 News at 5pm
Special consumer and money information keeps viewers “On the Money”.  This segment 
features tips and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Community Works Exhibition Opens at the Plainsman Museum :30
04/06/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
The Plainsman Museum officially opened up a brand-new exhibition Tuesday morning in 
collaboration with the Smithsonian called “Community Works”. The exhibition is comprised 
of photos, text and artifacts throughout Hamilton County’s history and looks at manual labor 
and work overall over the course of the 150 years. The Plainsman Museum is one of 10 
museums across the country that is involved with “Community Works”. The project was 
meant for small-town museums that have a story to tell. Museums had to apply and show 
how they would piece the exhibition together and answer the “who, what, where, when, why 
and how” of the area’s history.

Grand Island Residents Share Mixed Feelings About New Casino :30
04/10/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Fonner Park unveiled its plans to build a new casino on Friday, and residents in the Tri-Cities 
already have some mixed feelings. Some people are thrilled, while others feel indifferent. 
When Fonner Park announced the news, officials revealed they would be partnering with 
Elite Casino Resorts to build the gambling paradise. The Grand Island Casino Resort at 
Fonner Park will have more than 600 slot machines, 20 game tables and a hotel with more 
than a hundred rooms.

Kearney High Names New Head Volleyball Coach :30
04/12/21 Local4 6am Monday 
Theison Anderson has been selected as the next Head Volleyball Coach for the Kearney High 
Bearcats and fourth-grade teacher at Kenwood Elementary. Currently, Theison is the Men’s 
Head Volleyball Coach at Morningside College in Sioux City, Iowa. As a UNK graduate 
assistant, Anderson worked with legendary head coach Rick Squiers who led the Lopers to 
20 NCAA Division II National Tournament appearances, three of which ended in the Elite 
Eight.

Local Business Struggle to Bring on New Staff :30
04/12/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
Recovering from pandemic lock downs have been harder than expected for many local 
businesses, but the challenge isn’t bringing in customers. Instead, it’s bringing on new staff. 
When businesses shut down during the pandemic, workers either found other jobs or are still 
just relying on unemployment. Now the lack of people of applying for work is starting to put 



a strain on local businesses. Another reason some people could be opting out of returning to 
work is the fact that there is still an active pandemic and a lot of unknowns.

Grand Island Teacher Surprised with State Autism Award :30
04/14/21 Local4 6am Wednesday 
Ronda Kruger has a collective 14 years of teaching under her belt at Cedar Hollow School in 
Grand Island. After receiving an award last Friday, she said, “you don’t go into teaching 
expecting to receive.” Ronda was chosen as this year’s “Friend of Autism” by the the 
Nebraska Autism Spectrum Disorders Network. Each year the organization delivers a team 
award and an individual award. The individual award goes to someone who meets the 
criteria: commitment, vision, innovation, and inspiration.

Talks Begin About Bringing a Casino to Hastings :30
04/19/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
Fair Play Park is throwing around the idea of starting up a casino in Hastings. The President 
Breann Becker approached the Adams County Agricultural Society about possibly adding a 
gaming area to the Adams County Fairgrounds. She said it would be a great addition and 
bring so many benefits to the Hastings area. “It’ll bring in a lot of jobs and it’ll increase tax 
revenue for the city and county of Hastings,” Becker said. “It’s going to bring millions 
because there is a 25% tax. 12.5% will go to the city and 12.5% will go to the county.”

Unemployment Numbers are Down in Nebraska :30
04/22/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
The number of first-time unemployment claims filed in Nebraska has dropped once again 
compared to the week prior. According to the U.S. Department of Labor, there were 1,524 
first time unemployment claims filed during the week ending April 17. That is a drop of 407 
from the 1,931 claims that were filed one week earlier. The Labor Department’s weekly 
report says there are now 8,442 Nebraskans receiving unemployment benefits as of the 
week ending April 10. The previous week there had been 9.483. That is a drop of 1,041 
people receiving benefits in one week.

Holstein Man Creates Sculptures with Scrap Metal :30
04/26/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
Alex Shaw started his business “Red Raven Creations: by Alex Shaw” roughly two years ago 
and has been designing and welding sculptures for clients in the Central Nebraska area 
since then. During the day, Shaw is a welder, which he went to CCC for. However, 
throughout his time at CCC, Shaw was an avid artist and always had a passion for creating. 
Once he got out of school he combined the two skills and started his company to create 
sculptures out of scrap metal.

Hastings Chamber of Commerce Hosts Annual Banquet :30
04/28/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
The Hastings Chamber of Commerce brought back their annual banquet for the 117th year 
Wednesday evening. More than 200 people gathered at the C3 hotel to recognize local 
businesses. The chamber throws this event every year, but this year it was a little extra 
special because it was a difficult year for many. They had food, drinks and a slideshow 
recognizing different business in the community. The Chamber was happy they didn’t have 
to cancel their banquet due to the pandemic, but they did move it back a few months until 
they felt it was safe to host.

GI Toursim Cautiously Optimistic about Summer Season :30
05/03/21 Local4 10pm Monday 



This week is National Tourism Week, which is known for kicking off the summer tourism 
season and this year Grand Island Tourism is feeling feeling “cautiously optimistic” about it. 
They recognized Hear Grand Island Monday morning because they’re expected to return this 
year after canceling in 2020. They expect to bring roughly 2,500 people to GI for each of 
their 10 concerts.

Chlorine Shortage Jeopardizes Swimming This Summer :30
05/05/21 Local4 6am Wednesday
Ever since one of the largest pool supply companies caught on fire last year, chlorine, 
specifically chlorine tablets have been in short supply. With Island Oasis Water Park, Lincoln 
pool, wading pools and splash park in Grand Island expected to open on Memorial Day, the 
Parks and Recreation Department said they’re not worried about the shortage as of right 
now.

Hastings City Council Approves Plans for Old Imperial Mall Lot :30
05/10/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Hastings City Council voted unanimously Monday night to approve the plans for the 
future of the old Imperial Mall. Part of the area will now become new housing; another part 
will be a city recreation center and there will also be room for different commercial 
buildings. Monday night’s approval is still just beginning of the process. The next step is 
approval from the FAA on the height of the buildings.

Chicken Shortage Hurting Hastings Business :30
05/13/21 Local4 6pm Thursday 
A nationwide chicken shortage is upon us and one local business is emptying their pockets 
trying to keep it on the menu. Murphy’s Wagon Wheel happens to be a staple in Hastings. 
“They have a nice variety here, love their salads, love their sandwiches and then I love their 
wing night,” said Customer Maggie Esch. She’s not the only one. On any given day, they can 
sell about 4,000 to 6,000 wings. But with a nationwide chicken shortage, this fan favorite is 
costing the owner more money.

Nebraska National Guard Looking for New Recruits :30
05/17/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Nebraska National Guard is looking to bring on new guardsmen and women. Recruiters 
said being a part of the guard comes with many benefits. A recruiter said you can serve your 
country without being gone for long periods of time, build life long friendships and maybe 
even learn a few new skills. The Guard also helps cover college tuition. The National Guard 
plays a huge role in the community. In the last few years, they administered COVID-19 tests 
throughout the state, helped central Nebraska recover from the floods in 2019 and kept 
everyone safe during the civil unrest in 2020.

Staff Shortage Could Affect Hours of Operation at GI Pool :30
05/27/21 Local4 6am Thursday 
Island Oasis Water Park in Grand Island is set to open Saturday but is already considering 
cutting back its hours of operation due to a lifeguard shortage. Similar to other pools and 
water parks across the country, taking a year off affected the number of lifeguards this year 
because there was an entire class of would-be lifeguards that didn’t get the chance to take 
classes, train, or find employment. Normally the water park has 65 to 75 lifeguards but they 
have just 45 this year. The city is still hiring for lifeguards and will open another class up for 
safety and training if there is a need for it.

ENVIRONMENT / NATURAL DISASTER / WEATHER SAFETY



Local4 Weather (On-Going, Daily)
The Local4 News & Weather team provides round the clock information on weather for 
Central Nebraska viewers, especially when it can turn severe. The Weather team issues 
Weather Alert Days to keep viewers safely ahead of the storms and informed; including 
Tornado Warnings, Severe Thunderstorm Warnings, Blizzard Warning, Fog, Ice, Flooding, 
High Winds and other Travel advisories. After the storms hit, the News/Weather team 
informs the viewers with power outage information, downed trees/limbs, dangerous driving 
conditions, closed roadways and other helpful emergency information in times of need, and 
how to help in the aftermath.

State Farm Arbor Day Foundation Partner in Tree Planting :30
04/14/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Last year alone, an estimated 1 million trees were destroyed in the U.S. due to natural 
disasters. To help address the impact of tree loss on communities across the country, State 
Farm and the Arbor Day Foundation are announcing a new collaboration to replant trees and 
help build more resilience in disaster-impacted areas. State Farm is committing $1 million to 
the Arbor Day Foundation in support of tree planting and reforestation projects throughout 
the remainder of 2021.

Rain and Snow Today :30
04/16/21 Local4 6am Friday 
A good chance for moisture will continue Friday. It is starting as rain for some areas, but a 
large part of the area near and especially west of the Tri-Cities are seeing snow. Much of the 
accumulation is on grassy and elevated surface. It’s slushy on some of the roads, but 
conditions don’t seem terrible. 

Kearney Arbor Day Celebration Happening Friday :30
04/28/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
The City of Kearney will be celebrating Arbor Day this Friday. The public is invited to attend 
or watch the celebration at 11 a.m., with a live event on the Kearney Park and Recreation’s 
Facebook page. The celebration will be conducted at northeast corner of Harmon Park, and 
will include planting a tree and reading of the Proclamation. City Park employees will plant a 
tree and will present some instruction on how to properly plant and care for a tree.

Landspouts Cause Light Damage Near Aurora :30
05/03/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
Emergency management in Hamilton County confirmed that a landspout had blown garage 
doors in at a storage unit near the south side of Aurora on Highway 14. According to the 
National Weather Service in Hastings’ storm reports, the tornado touched down at 7:50 p.m. 
Another landspout touched down at 8:00 p.m. 5 miles southwest of Stromsburg in Polk 
County. According to emergency management, that tornado turned over a horse trailer 
along Highway 66.

Stay Clear of Downed or Damaged Power Lines :30
05/26/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
Heavy winds and severe weather can lead to downed power lines and even power outages. 
If you see a down or damaged power line, try to stay as far away from it as possible and 
contact your local utilities department. Do not try to fix it. If you approach one in your car, 
utility workers say don’t drive over it and stay inside the car until someone comes to de-
energize the line. Downed lines can energize other items around it and getting out could be 
deadly.

Two Earthquakes Recorded Northern Nebraska :30



06/04/21 Local4 6pm Friday 
Two earthquakes were recorded in Northern Nebraska near the South Dakota border Friday. 
The United States Geological Survey recorded a 3.7 magnitude earthquake at 10:25 a.m. 
and a 3.1 magnitude earthquake at 5:50 p.m. about 5 miles north of Anoka in Boyd County. 
Robert Vesely who lives in Spencer was able to capture what he believes is the sound of the 
earthquake from a camera inside his garage Friday morning. Although you can’t see any 
movement, a quake-like sound is audible.

Missouri River Expected See Lower Flows This Year :30
06/05/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Two years after Missouri River flooding ravaged parts of Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and 
Missouri, officials are now dealing with what’s shaping up to be one of the river’s driest 
years. The Norfolk (Nebraska) Daily News reports that significantly less water is expected to 
flow into the river this year because conditions remain so dry and snowpack is below normal 
levels. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers says its forecast from last month hasn’t changed. 
The Corps estimated Thursday that 17.9 million acre feet of water will flow into the river this 
year.

FAMILY / EDUCATION / YOUTH SAFETY

Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups 

Hastings Teen Creates Dropbox for Retired American Flags :30
04/10/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
18-year-old Brayden Lockling has been a Scout since the 5th grade but in order for him to 
become an Eagle Scout, he has to complete a final project and a few other tasks. On 
Saturday, he was able to cross one off the list. He finished building a box for people to drop 
off old American flags at Parkview Cemetery in Hastings for his final project.

YWCA to Host Free Computer Class to Help Women Get Back to Work :30
04/12/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Grand Island YWCA is working hard now to get women back to work after studies show 
their employment was disproportionately affected during the pandemic. The facility is now 
hosting new and free computer classes. They teach skills that could help someone get more 
noticed when applying for a job, whether that’s learning a new program or just about 
computers in general. They say it will be a very helpful skill to have on their resume.

Another Year of Champions to be Decided in Global March Book Madness :30
04/15/21 Local4 6am Thursday 
Global March Book Madness was started seven years ago by Newell Elementary Principal 
Nate Balcom. It’s a chance for people around the world to vote for their favorite picture book 
and novel. The idea initially was just in Mr. Balcom’s class before he was challenged to 
expand it to other classrooms. It then grew to other schools in Grand Island, then to other 
states and now has seven countries participating in it. This year there were 35,534 students 
registered and 374 parents and teachers.



Superior Elementary Raises $12,000 Shoots Past Fundraiser Goal :30
04/19/21 Local4 6am Monday 
Superior Elementary School is celebrating this time of year after blowing past its fundraising 
goal and raising more than 18 times its total from 2020. 2021 is the second year Luke 
Chadwell, the Physical Education teacher at Superior Elementary, has led the charge for the 
American Heart Association’s annual fundraiser. Last year the school raised $660, this year 
it raised $12,019. The fundraising goal this year was $1,500 and Chadwell said after the first 
day, they raised $1,000. Money came in from students’ grandparents, relatives, family 
friends, neighbors and anyone they could think to reach out to. Students also participated in 
fitness challenges throughout the two-week fundraising window to promote a healthy heart 
and an active lifestyle.

UNK Students Volunteer for the Annual Big Event :30
04/17/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The UNK Student Government hosted their annual Big Event on Saturday. Hundreds of 
students got up bright and early to volunteer at different places throughout the community. 
There were more than 500 students who volunteered at 60 job sites. Most of them did 
outdoor tasks because of the university’s COVID-19 restrictions. Organizers said this was a 
bit of a challenge, especially with Nebraska’s unpredictable weather, but overall they were 
pretty impressed with the turnout.

UNK Hosting Paws University Summer Camps for Elementary Students :30
04/27/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
PAWS University is back and better than ever. Hosted by the University of Nebraska at 
Kearney, the curriculum-based summer camps for students entering grades one through six 
are returning to an in-person format for 2021, with some exciting additions. The one-week 
workshops allow parents to create an individualized experience for their child based on their 
specific interests. Sixteen different workshops are available for each of the three age groups 
– grades one and two, three and four, and five and six – covering topics such as coding, 
culinary arts, creative writing, folk dance, music, sports science, space, engineering, wildlife 
and much more.

CCC Hastings Hosts Signing Day for New Students :30
04/28/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
Central Community College celebrated their new students in Hastings on Wednesday. 
Roughly 100 people showed up for a signing day ceremony, many of them being sponsored 
by local companies. That means not only will they graduate with minimal student loans, 
they’ll also have a job lined up for at least two years after graduation.

Hastings Shop Offers Free T-shirts to Say Thank You to Teachers :30
04/28/21 Local4 6pm Thursday 
Teacher Appreciation Week is coming up and Small Town Famous in Hastings is celebrating 
with free products. Teachers from all over the state can show up with a badge or ID and get 
a free t-shirt and earring set this Saturday. The owner said they understand it’s been a 
rough year for school employees, and this is just a small way to say thank you for all they 
do.

Kearney Area Museum Brings Agriculture to the Forefront with Exhibit :30
04/29/21 Local4 6am Thursday 
The Kearney Area Children’s Museum unveiled a new exhibit Monday evening with a focus 
on agriculture. The Ag Exhibit is a combination of renovations to an old space, used for the 
museum’s previously smaller and not-as-advanced Ag Exhibit, and additions to the space; 
including new items for kids to experience, interactive areas and sections. The space 
highlights where produce comes from in Nebraska, and the world, where some of the 



Nebraska fish can be found, how milk and potatoes get to our tables and a garden area 
explaining planting seeds and what fresh produce can grow in our gardens.

Childcare Center Opening in Wood River :30
05/01/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Wood River was able to recover from those floods in 2019 and now they have also finally 
solved another problem plaguing the town. They used to be a childcare desert. Parents used 
to have to travel outside of town to find childcare but not anymore, Stick Creek Kids Early 
Childhood Development Center is finally opening next week. Over the last three years 
they’ve applied for grants, received tons of donations to make this childcare center possible 
for the community.

Hastings Public School Board Votes 5-3 to Drop Their Mask Requirement :30
05/10/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Hastings Public School Board voted Monday night, 5-3, to drop their mask requirement 
on all of their campuses, effective May 12. The mandate has been in effect since the 
beginning of the school year. With cases of COVID-19 staying steadily low in Hastings 
recently, the school board decided this was a good time to make the change. A few parents 
spoke out at the meeting Monday night, all of them encouraging the board to drop the 
requirement.

GISH Class 2021 Graduates Despite Obstacles During Pandemic :30
05/16/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
The class of 2021 was the first to experience their entire senior year during the Coronavirus 
pandemic but despite all the adversity, 564 Grand Island Senior High students graduated on 
Sunday. The ceremony started at 2 p.m. at Memorial Stadium and there were hundreds of 
people in the stands.

NSAA Voted Unanimously to Make Girls Wrestling a Sanctioned Sport :30
05/19/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
On Wednesday, the NSAA Board of Directors voted 8-0 for sanctioning girls wrestling 
starting the 2021-2022 school year. In May 2020, the NSAA Board of Directors added girls 
wrestling as an emerging sport, but not a sanctioned sport. Girls wrestling was added as a 
winter sports season for the 2020 - 2021 NSAA calendar year. The plan allowed girls the 
option of participating in both their school’s boys and girls lineup during the regular season 
contests only. This period was used to determine if numbers grew enough to support a girls 
vs girls only season.

Northwest Schools to Use Summer Break for Much Needed Renovations :30
05/25/21 Local4 6pm Tuesday 
With students and teachers out of the building for summer break, Grand Island’s Northwest 
is using the opportunity to get some much needed renovations done. They are completely 
re-doing the new gym, updating chemistry labs and the auditorium. This is the first time 
some of these rooms have been worked on in decades. School Superintendent Dr. Jeff 
Edwards said hope this also lasts for decades to come.

Hastings Public Schools Summer Feeding Program Begins :30
06/02/21 Local4 6am Wednesday 
Students 18 or younger in Hastings can now partake in the Hastings Public Schools summer 
feeding program. The program is free and not limited to students within the HPS school 
district. Any student can participate. Students can visit Alcott Elementary on North Cedar 



Ave. between 11 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday through Friday to receive a meal. In 2020 meals 
were served but HPS did a “grab and go” format rather than the traditional show up, receive 
the meal, sit down and eat, which is what it typically looks like.

YWCA Grand Island Teaches Math and Science Through Gardening :30
06/09/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
The YWCA Preschool in Grand Island is teaching kids how to get a green thumb. Recently, 
they received a grant from the Redfern Foundation to fund its Playground-to-Table Initiative. 
It’s where Pre-K three and four-year-olds plant and tend to their own garden in the YWCA 
playground. They’ve already planted tons of fruits and vegetables and when they’re ripe and 
ready to pick, the YWCA plans to cook simple dishes with them.

HEALTH & FITNESS / HEALTHCARE

Family Healthcast (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 11:30  & Local4 News at 10pm, Daily
Family Healthcast is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women to the elderly, youth and minority groups.

Your Health (On-Going Series)
Local4 News at 5pm Everyday
Your Health is an ongoing new series giving daily reports on the latest in medical 
advancement and studies.  These reports include health information and drug and alcohol 
related problems from national, international and local studies, reports, reputed 
organizations and the government and covers issues targeting several demographics: from 
women, to the elderly, youth and minority groups Your Money - This segment features tips 
and advice from financial experts as well as market reports and investing news.

Couple of 44 Years Marries in Grand Island ICU :30
04/05/21 Local4 10pm Monday
A couple in Grand Island that’s been together for more than four decades has tied the knot 
in the CHI Health Saint Francis ICU. The super sweet love story started 44 years ago, but 
Marta and Julio Chumel just got married on March 26th. The two were surrounded by their 
nurses, a grandchild and a whole lot of love. They met back in the 1970s and have been 
through thick and thin. Recently that included more than a month stay in the hospital after 
Julio was diagnosed with COVID-19. Hospital staff says they felt honored to be a part of the 
special day and to share in that celebration with them.

St. Francis Honors 82 Organ Donors :30
04/06/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
A new flag is flying this month at CHI-Health St. Francis hospital in Grand Island. St. Francis 
officials Tuesday raised a flag to recognize National Donate Life month and the 82 people 
who donated organs and tissue in the last ten years in Grand Island. The latest statistics 
from the state of Nebraska indicate over 400 people waiting for a donation across the state. 
In 2018, 300 organ transplants were performed from 68 donors. Another person is added to 
the organ waiting list every ten minutes.

Morrison Cancer Center to Open in GI :30



04/09/21 Local4 5pm Thursday
The Morrison Cancer Center is expanding with a full-service cancer center on the Grand 
Island Regional Medical Center campus. The 15,000-square foot center is expected to open 
in late summer 2021. Dr. M. Sitki Copur is the medical director. Dr. Copur has been seeing 
patients for consultation and follow-up at the Central Nebraska Specialty Clinic. The new 
center means cancer patients won’t need to travel to Hastings for treatment and other 
services.

GIPS Students Get Vaccinated :30
04/09/21 Local4 5pm Friday 
More than 80 Grand Island Senior High School students received their first dose of the Pfizer 
COVID-19 vaccine. A vaccination clinic was held Friday morning in the west gym of GISH. 
The voluntary opportunity was open to seniors and students who were at least 18 years old. 
Students under the age of 19 had to have parental consent. With the help of the Central 
District Health Department, more vaccination clinics will be held for GIPS students moving 
forward.

Nebraska to Pause Johnson Johnson Covid Vaccine :30
04/13/21 Local4 6am Tuesday 
The Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) is pausing administration of the 
Johnson & Johnson/Janssen COVID-19 vaccine, following CDC and FDA recommendations.On 
April 8, DHHS, the Douglas County Health Department, and Nebraska Medicine consulted 
with CDC and FDA about a rare and severe type of blood clot diagnosed in a Nebraska 
resident. On April 13, CDC and FDA released a joint statement recommending a pause on 
Johnson & Johnson/Janssen vaccinations nationwide while more investigation is completed.

Blue Hill is Second Nebraska Town to Outlaw Abortion in City Limits :30
04/15/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
The City of Blue Hill, Nebraska (population 941) has become the 25th city in the nation, and 
the second city in Nebraska, to pass an enforceable ordinance outlawing abortion within their 
city limits. The vote of the Blue Hill City Council was a unanimous 3-0 vote.  Blue Hill City 
Council member say the vote lives up to the phrase on the official seal of the City of Blue Hill, 
which reads, “Preserving Our Heritage for Future Generations.”

Prosthetist Brings Quality Care to Central Nebraskans :30
04/16/21 Local4 10pm Friday 
Rakesh Srivastava is a prosthetist bringing quality care to central Nebraskans. His 
clinic Innovative Prosthetics and Orthotics is the only full-time clinic of its kind in the tri-city 
area. “Everyone thinks that if they go to Lincoln or Omaha they will get a better technology. 
Well how can we bring those technologies in Hastings, Nebraska and serve our patients so 
they don’t have to travel five hours.” said Srivastava. As he continues to make an impact in 
India and central Nebraska, Rakesh Srivastava lives by the wise words his father taught him. 
“Never forget your roots, secondly, give back to the community what it has given to you.”

Two Rivers Health Dept to Host Vaccination Clinics :30
04/19/21 Local4 6am Monday 
The Two Rivers Public Health Department will be holding multiple COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics in the district over the coming weeks. These clinics will feature the Pfizer vaccine. 
Appointments must be made for these clinics by registering online at the vaccinate 
Nebraska website. Please call Two Rivers Public Health if you need assistance with the 
registration process.

Hastings Orthopedic Surgeon Honored :30
04/19/21 Local4 5pm Monday 



A Hastings orthopedic surgeon was honored with the Nebraska Association of Physician’s 
Assistants (NAPA) Physician of the Year Award. Dr. Brent Hood, DO, from Hastings 
Orthopaedics, was honored at the NAPA annual conference in Kearney. Jen Fehringer, PA-C 
at Hastings Orthopaedics, nominated Dr. Hood for the award, which honors physicians who 
serve as mentors for PA students, employ PAs and support the PA profession. Dr. Hood 
works with Fehringer, Sam Rayburn, PA-C, and Kristen Anderson, PA-C.

South Heartland Reports 30 New Covid 19 Cases :30
04/20/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The South Heartland District Health Department (SHDHD) officials reported 30 lab-confirmed 
COVID-19 cases in the past seven days (April 13-19), bringing the cumulative number of 
cases in the four-county health district to 4,791. The new confirmed cases for the seven-day 
period were 21 in Adams County, 1 in Clay County, and 8 in Webster County. By county, the 
new cumulative totals are: 3,078 cases in Adams, 754 cases in Clay, 548 cases in Nuckolls, 
and 411 cases in Webster.

Covid 19 Testing Required for UNL Graduates :30
04/22/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
All University of Nebraska - Lincoln graduates are required to receive a negative COVID-19 
test in the 1-3 days prior to their graduation ceremony. Commencement ceremonies are 
being held in person May 7 and 8 at Memorial Stadium and Pinnacle Bank Arena. Graduates 
are required to get a test, regardless if they’ve been vaccinated. Face coverings and social 
distancing is also required by all those in attendance, including graduates and their guests.

Hy-Vee Pharmacies Now Offering Free Covid-19 Vaccines without Appointments 
:30
04/28/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Hy-Vee announced Wednesday that all its pharmacy locations now offer free COVID-19 
vaccines with no appointment. For those who prefer to make a vaccine appointment in 
advance, that option is still available by visiting www.hy-vee.com/covidvaccine, selecting 
“Find Appointments” and completing the digital vaccine informed consent form and 
appointment selection. COVID-19 vaccines are free for everyone, regardless of whether they 
have insurance or Medicare Part B coverage.

Elderly Woman Dies from Covid Despite Being Vaccinated :30
05/05/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
An elderly Nebraska woman has died from the coronavirus, despite completing the 
vaccination process. According to the Department of Health and Human Services, a woman 
in her 80s with underlying medical conditions developed COVID-19 and was hospitalized 
more than 14 days after completing a vaccination series with the Pfizer vaccine. She was a 
resident of the Two Rivers Health District which includes Buffalo, Dawson, Franklin, Gosper, 
Harlan, Kearney, and Phelps Counties.

Outpatient Clinic Part of MLH Stroke Program :30
05/06/21 Local4 Midday Thursday 
Mary Lanning Healthcare is highlighting one of the newer services it has during National 
Stroke Awareness Month. The new service is an outpatient clinic that’s part of the hospital’s 
Joint Commission-Certified Primary Stroke Center. MLH’s stroke center has been helping 
patients deal with the emergency side of stroke since 2011. Now, the MLH Stroke Team is 
also providing an outpatient Stroke Clinic for individuals who have suffered a stroke and are 
now looking at recovery.



Grand Island Retirement Community Takes on Trendy Fitness Class :30
05/11/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
The residents at Riverside Lodge Retirement Community in Grand Island participate in a 
handful of fitness classes each week, the newest addition a form of rhythm and stress relief. 
“Cardio drumming” came to Riverside about two months ago after Life Enrichment 
Coordinator Cathy Roark saw a few posts about it on her social media pages and thought 
she could incorporate the classes.

Vaccine Clinics for 12 and Older This Week :30
05/17/21 Local4 6am Monday 
South Heartland District Health Department (SHDHD) will be holding three COVID-19 vaccine 
clinics this week for individuals ages 12-and-older. SHDHD Executive Director Michele Bever 
said the community vaccine clinics would be administering Pfizer BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine, which earlier this week received FDA emergency use authorization for adolescents 
ages 12-15.

Most Grand Island JBS Workers Vaccinated Against Virus :30
05/18/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
JBS USA says nearly 70 percent of its Grand Island work force is fully vaccinated. In January, 
the meatpacker said it would pay each worker a $100 bonus to get vaccinated. On Tuesday 
morning, a JBS spokesperson said that to date, 3,104 Grand Island plant workers had 
received at least one shot. That represents nearly 90 percent of the Grand Island work force, 
estimated at 3,600 workers. The spokesperson said that nearly 70 percent of its Grand 
Island workers were fully vaccinated, which represents 2,408 workers. The spokesperson 
said the bonus is paid when workers are fully vaccinated. The total bonus pay-out would be 
approximately $240,000. 

Wood River Fire Department Helps Vaccinate Community :30
05/23/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Wood River Volunteer Fire Department hosted their first-ever vaccine clinic on Sunday to 
help more residents get their shots. From 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. they administered the Phizer 
vaccine and although they did have 50 people signed up, they also accepted walk-ins. The 
department teamed up with the Central District Health Department to hopefully catch 
people when they’re leaving or heading to church. Wood River Firefighters have been 
volunteering at vaccine clinics all throughout the pandemic and was actually one of the first 
volunteer departments to get their sho in the Central District. They believe it’s their duty to 
help everyone else get vaccinated.

Health Departments Encourage Incentives for Vaccinations :30
06/01/21 Local4 6pm Tuesday 
Many places have started to offer incentives both to customers and employee who get a 
COVID-19 vaccination and local health departments said they think it’s a great idea. Some 
employers offer financial incentives or bonuses, then there’s also places like HyVee that 
hand out gift cards when you get a shot. Over at the Central District Health Department, 
Director Teresa Anderson said it’s a great way to give people a little extra push in what she 
said is the right direction.

Nebraska Universities Announces Vaccine Requirements :30
06/05/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The University of Nebraska Medical Center is requiring faculty, staff and students to 
document whether they’ve been vaccinated against COVID-19. The Omaha World-Herald 
reports the requirement kicks in June 21. Documentation is required because medical 
students work with patients in clinics and hospital wards. Faculty, staff and students who 
choose not to get vaccinated will be required to wear masks. Health security official says the 



documentation is only required for the medical center and not other campuses in the 
University of Nebraska system.

Protecting Yourself Against Heat Related Illnesses this Summer :30
06/09/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
As central Nebraska experiences a string of more than 90 degree weather, it’s important for 
people to protect themself against heat-related illnesses. That can include anything from 
overheating to heat exhausting and even heat stroke. If possible, doctors recommend to 
keep fans close by or take air conditioning breaks and stepping inside every once in a while. 
They also say it’s important to find shade, use sunscreen and to stay hydrated.

GIPS Hosts Vaccine Clinic for Students 12 and Older :30
06/12/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
As COVID-19 variants sweep the nation and even Central Nebraska, local health 
departments said the need to get students vaccinated before school starts is crucial. To 
continue this effort the health department partnered with Grand Island Public Schools and 
Heartland Health to host a vaccine clinic at Lincoln Elementary on Saturday. This happens to 
be the first clinic GIPS has done since children 12 years and older could get the vaccine. 
Their goal is to get students prepared for the upcoming school year.

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

Teen Recognized with First Ever Secretary of State Citation :30
04/06/21 Local4 6pm Tuesday 
Secretary of State Bob Evnens visited Northwest High School on Tuesday where local 
teenagers set up a voter registration booth. He recognized their hard work and gave out the 
first ever Secretary of State Citation to 17-year-old GISH student Kendall Bartling. Bartling 
has been working with the Hall County Election Office for a while and also recently training 
to be a deputy registrar. Bartling registered more than 50 new voters just in the last five 
weeks. He told Local4 News even when he’s not at registration events, he still encourages 
everyone around him to do their civic duty.

21 Arrests 250 Citations in U Text U Drive U Pay Campaign :30
04/14/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
The Nebraska State Patrol participated in a nationwide campaign last weekend, intended to 
raise awareness about the dangers of distracted driving. The “U Text, U Drive, U Pay” 
campaign ran from April 8-12 in communities across the country. During the campaign, 
troopers performed regular patrols throughout Nebraska resulting in 21 arrests for driving 
under the influence of alcohol and citations for speeding (257), open alcohol container (3), 
minor in possession of alcohol (3), driving under suspension (28), no proof of insurance (7), 
no seat belt (1), and improper child restraint (6). Troopers also performed 202 motorist 
assists.

Governor Ricketts Declares Nebraska a 2nd Amendment Sanctuary State :30
04/14/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
Governor Ricketts has made it very clear that he is passionate about protecting the Second 
Amendment. He signed a proclamation on Wednesday to make Nebraska a “Second 
Amendment Sanctuary State”. He said it was just the first step in pushing back against what 
he calls government overreach. The response comes after President Biden announced 



several new executive orders regarding guns and encouraged Congress to pass even stricter 
gun laws. A move he repeatedly has said the majority of Americans support.

Expanded Consumer Firework Sales Bill Advances in the Legislature :30
04/14/21 Local4 10pm Wednesday 
After a 34-2 vote Wednesday, legislation to expand consumer fireworks in Nebraska has 
passed to the next stage in the Unicameral. Local firework businesses say it’s a good first 
step, but there’s work to be done. Firework stores in Nebraska said there was a boom in 
business last year after firework shows were canceled. Missouri made $51 million in firework 
sales in 2019. Nebraska made $6.6 million. Even with the possibility of expanded firework 
sales, local businesses say safety plays a big role. The current bill, LB 152, gives the final 
say to the state fire marshal to determine what are safe and unsafe fireworks.

More Potholes than Usual Plaguing Grand Island :30
04/14/21 Local4 Thursday 10pm
After heavy rain over the past couple of months, the city of Grand Island is patching 
potholes from all the moisture. So far this year, they have used about 44 tons of cold mix to 
fill the holes, compared to 62 tons last year. When moisture gets inside the roads and 
freezes, this causes the pavement to expand and create those pesky holes. The city is 
working to get the potholes taken care of but until then people need to avoid them as much 
as possible.

Lt. Governor Mike Foley Talk Politics During GICC Visit :30
04/15/21 Local4 10pm Thursday 
A Grand Island Central Catholic student shared his love for politics with his peers on 
Thursday. Senior Hayden Price took it upon himself to invite Lt. Gov. Mike Foley to come to 
the school and speak with students and Foley gladly accepted the invitation. On Thursday, 
he talked about his career in politics, as well as, the importance of voting and getting 
involved in various topics. Then, they opened the floor to questions.

Hastings City Council Discusses Moving Workers Out of City Hall :30
04/19/21 Local4 10pm Monday 
The Hastings City Council met Monday night in a work session to discuss possibly moving 
their 25 employees out of the City Hall building and into the Utilities Department building. 
This comes after concerns were raised about mold, asbestos, and a failing foundation at the 
old location. The group took a tour of the utilities building to get a feel for what they could 
renovate to accommodate their staff.

Veteran Service Office Raising Money for New Cemetery :30
04/27/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
Hall County Veteran Services hopes you keep them in mind this year during Go Big Give as 
they work to raise money for the new state veteran cemetery. Each year the group raises 
money for their annual hero flight, but this year it will all go towards the cemetery. They 
need to raise $750,000 by the beginning of August. The group currently has about $140,000 
and they are relying on donations to help them meet their goal.

Hall County Deputies to Participate in Click it or Ticket :30
04/28/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
Deputies will be working extra during the annual Click It or Ticket campaign happening next 
month. The Hall County Sheriff’s Office has been awarded $1500 through NDOT Highway 
safety office to conduct selective enforcement from May 24 – June 6. This will equate to 30 
hours of deputy overtime dedicated to traffic enforcement and seat belt enforcement.



Nebraska Advances Virus Protections for Meatpacking Workers :30
05/06/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Nebraska lawmakers on Thursday gave initial approval to watered-down coronavirus 
protections for meatpacking workers, but the measure faced opposition even though many 
plants are already following the proposed requirements. The measure advanced after its 
sponsor agreed to strip out a 6-foot separation requirement for line workers and tougher 
ventilation requirements. Plant officials argued that the 6-foot requirement was impractical 
and noted that they have installed plastic dividers to protect workers. They said the 
ventilation requirements were too costly for some plants.

Police Officers Strike Against Child Abuse :30
05/06/21 Local4 10pm Thursday 
In recognition of Go Big Give on Thursday, local law enforcement battled it out at Westside 
Bowling Lanes to strike against child abuse. They were invited by the First Light Child 
Advocacy Center in Grand Island to help raise funds. The Grand Island Police Department, 
Nebraska State Patrol, and other agencies went head to head in a bowling match.

Nebraska to Get 1 Billion in Federal Aid from Rescue Plan :30
05/10/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
Nebraska will get roughly $1 billion in aid under the federal government’s plan to help states 
hit by the coronavirus pandemic. The U.S. Treasury Department announced a state-by-state 
funding breakdown for President Joe Biden’s American Rescue Plan, an effort to restore jobs 
lost during the pandemic and replenish the coffers of governments that saw huge declines in 
tax revenue. The plan will distribute $350 billion to state, local, territorial and tribal 
governments. The Treasury Department says governments can use the money to cover local 
public health costs, address the economic impacts of the pandemic and replace lost tax 
revenue. They can also spend it on premium pay for essential workers and water, sewer and 
broadband infrastructure projects.

GIPD Gears Up for Click it or Ticket :30
05/10/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
The Grand Island Police Department knows Nebraskans hate to lose. They say it’s true in 
Husker sports, high school athletics, or even who gets in the field first during planting 
season, but it’s especially true when it comes to family, friends, and loved ones. GIPD is 
reminding drivers that seat belts save lives so you don’t lose your loved ones. Grand Island 
Police are participating in the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Safety 
Administration’s (NHTSA) national Click It or Ticket high visibility enforcement effort. It runs 
from May 24- June 6.

Hastings Removes Mask Requirements in City Buildings :30
05/17/21 Local4 5pm Monday 
The City of Hastings is suspending mask requirements in its city buildings after new COVID-
19 guidance was released by the CDC. The change is effective immediately and will apply to 
all city facilities including City Hall, Hastings Public Library, Hastings Museum, the Hastings 
Utilities Department, the Hastings Police Department, Hastings Fire and Rescue and the 
Parks and Recreation building. Members of the public with in-person appointments with city 
employees may request that the employee be masked during appointments. City employees 
and members of the public are still encouraged to wear masks if they are unvaccinated, or if 
they are more comfortable when using a mask regardless of vaccination status.

Tri Cities Battle of the Badges Blood Drive :30
05/26/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 



Law enforcement and fire personnel are often the first to respond when there is an 
emergency. They are also quick to respond when there is a need, such as the current need 
for blood donations. The American Red Cross is partnering with local first responders for the 
annual Battle of the Badges Blood Drive, June 8th, 9th and 11th in the Tri-Cities. During this 
blood drive, the Fire Departments and Police Departments from Grand Island, Kearney and 
Hastings will compete to see who can recruit the most blood donors.

Nebraska to Offer Full Tax Exemption for Military Retirees :30
05/26/21 Local4 5pm Wednesday 
Military retirees who stay in Nebraska after their service ends won’t have to pay state taxes 
on their retirement income under a new state law approved Tuesday. Gov. Pete Ricketts 
signed into law a full tax exemption that will go into effect in 2022. Ricketts approved it 
outside the governor’s residence, surrounded by state lawmakers and advocates for 
veterans. The bill’s sponsor, Sen. Tom Brewer, of Gordon, has said the measure will help 
Nebraska keep its military retirees, who are often highly educated and have security 
clearances that make them attractive to military contractors.

Nebraska’s Taking of Payments to Foster Children Questioned :30
06/04/21 Local4 Midday Friday 
Some lawmakers and child advocates are raising concerns about Nebraska’s practice of 
seizing the Social Security payments to foster children to pay for their care, while Nebraska 
officials defend the practice as legal. Since 2009, the state has paid a Virginia firm to 
research which of the state’s 4,000 foster children might be eligible for Social Security, 
either due to a physical or mental disability or the death of a parent, and then go after those 
benefits, the Omaha World-Herald reported. The state pays Maximus Health Services about 
$300,000 a year for the service. The effort reaped about $2.7 million in benefits a year in 
the last three years. The usurped benefits are used to reimburse state expenses for foster 
care.

Battle of The Badges Returns to Tri-Cities :30
06/08/21 Local4 6pm Tuesday 
The forth annual Battle of the Badges returned to Grand Island and Kearney on Tuesday. The 
annual event is a friendly competition that pits local fire and police department against each 
other for a blood drive. People are invited to come out and donate blood for the Red Cross, 
then they are asked to join team red for firefighters or team blue for police officers. 
Organizers said its a great way to support local first responders and also to help the Red 
Cross during one of their slowest times of the year.

VOLUNTEERISM/ COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT/DIVERSITY

Salvation Army (On-going)
Local4 News at 11:30 (News at 11:30am) Wednesdays
Interviews with the Salvation Army weekly  to discuss volunteer opportunities as well as 
needs within the community that viewers can donate to.

Nebraska Football Road Race Set for June 20th :30
04/05/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
The annual Nebraska Football Road Race will return to an in-person format this summer with 
the family-friendly event set for Father’s Day on Sunday, June 20. The Nebraska Football 
Road Race presented by the Lincoln Track Club features the one-mile Fun Run set to begin 
at 8 a.m. and the 5K run to follow at approximately 8:30 a.m. Both races will start and finish 
on Stadium Drive on the west side of Memorial Stadium. All of the funds generated by 

https://omaha.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/nebraska-among-states-claiming-social-security-owed-to-foster-kids/article_faf5d4f6-c306-11eb-a542-d705c371d6f2.html#tracking-source=home-the-latest


Nebraska Football Road Race registrations will go directly to pediatric brain cancer research 
at the Buffet Cancer Center at UNMC. 

First Light Highlighting Importance of Child Abuse Awareness :30
04/09/21 Local4 6am Friday 
The month of April is recognized as Child Abuse Awareness Month and the First Light Child 
Advocacy Center in Grand Island uses the month as an opportunity to make people aware 
that abuse happens in our community and how to recognize signs of abuse. First Light 
primarily sees sexual abuse cases in people of all ages however it can only see kids referred 
by Health and Human Services or law enforcement. The center not only conducts forensic 
interviews it also gives sexual assault exams if a sexual assault occurred within the last 72 
to 120 hours. The center also does hair follicle tests and has advocates that are alongside 
children throughout the court process or simply to act as a support system between the 
family, the center and Government.

GI Mom Excited to Build Habitat for Humanity Home :30
04/11/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
After wanting to be a homeowner for a really long time, one mother in Grand Island is finally 
getting her lifelong dream and it’s all thanks to Habitat for Humanity. Ashley Vega is the 
Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity’s 2021 Faith Build recipient. When she found out she 
was chosen, Vega and her family were overcome with excitement. This will be her first time 
being a homeowner and this means everything to her.

Hastings Park and Rec Preparing for Busy Season :30
04/14/21 Local4 Midday Wednesday 
After a slightly scaled back version of early spring and summer in 2020 for the Hastings 
Parks & Recreation Department, the staff is gearing up for a busy 2021. The most 
anticipated announcement is the opening of the Hastings Aquacourt, which will open at full 
capacity over Memorial Day weekend. 

New Sign Honors Life of Beloved Grand Island Man :30
04/14/21 Local4 6pm Wednesday 
Gregg Bostleman was beloved by the community and was the GI parks and recreation 
director for more than 30 years. After losing his life to cancer, his family started the 
Aboretum Fund with the Greater Grand Island Community Foundation to raise money for the 
sign and they received countless donations giving them the opportunity to finally have it 
placed at the park. The family came up with the design and G and H Construction put it 
together. The family is still accepting donations for the fund.

UNK to Host Electronics Recycling Event :30
04/16/21 Local4 6am Friday 
The Buffalo County Community Response Team (CRT) is collaborating with Motherboard, a 
technology company out of Omaha, to host a laptop recycle drive. Old laptops, computers, 
cell phones, and tablets can be dropped off at the drive through recycling event. Retrieve 
any information or files that are needed prior to donation, all hard drives will be erased. 
Recycled computers will be refurbished by Motherboard and provided back to the Buffalo 
County Community Response Team to give to individuals in need.

More than $580k Raised for United Way Campaign :30
04/15/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 



The United Way of South Central Nebraska raised a record amount for its 2021 campaign. 
$584,199 was raised to support more than 40 health and human service organizations in 
Adams, Clay, Nuckolls and Webster counties, far exceeding the campaign goal of $550,000. 

Chili Cook Off Against Child Abuse :30
04/18/21 Local4 5pm Sunday
The Central Nebraska Bikers Against Child Abuse (B.A.C.A) hosted a chili cook-off at the 
Eagles Club in Hastings. About 15 people in the community went head to head to see who 
had the best chili recipe. People who attended the cook-off tried each dish and voted on 
their favorite and the people with the highest scores received trophies and prizes. B.A.C.A 
did this cook-off in honor of National Child Abuse Prevention Month. The president said this 
wasn’t a fundraiser but mostly a way to raise awareness on this issue.

Business Coalition for Veterans Donates New Couch to GI Veteran :30
04/18/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
The Business Coalition for Veterans continues to give back to the community. The group 
donated a new couch to a veteran who just recently moved to Grand Island on Sunday. Eric 
Lovell just recently moved to Nebraska from Wisconsin. He said the BCV has been very 
helpful for him since day one, from helping pay his first months of rent to now the new 
couch. The BCV has a few fundraisers coming up in the next few weeks as part of Go Big 
Give.

Hastings YMCA Hosts Healthy Kids Day :30
04/17/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The Hastings YMCA hosted their annual Healthy Kids Day on Saturday. Several organizations 
came out to show kids what activities they have to offer this summer. The YMCA does this 
event every year as school starts to wind down, to help families figure out how to make the 
best of their summer. “After school gets out and summer begins there’s a lot of kids that 
just stay home and don’t have a lot to do, so we have so many things in our community and 
opportunities for them, so it’s just a good way for them to learn all about it, that way they 
can get involved this summer,” said YMCA Hastings Marketing Director Hope Lebar. 
Organizers were pleasantly surprised by how many people showed up.

Oregon Trail Rodeo a Go During Kool Aid Days :30
04/19/21 Local4 Midday Monday 
Officials with the Oregon Trail Rodeo in Hastings have reaffirmed they will be holding their 
annual event in conjunction with the Kool-Aid Days celebration. The two events will be held 
the weekend of August 20-22. That is one week earlier than the rodeo’s previous time slot of 
the weekend prior to Labor Day and later than the traditional Kool-Aid Days slot of early 
August. The two events were planning to run at the same time in 2020, but Kool-Aid Days 
ultimately was not held due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The events will be held at the 
Adams County Fairgrounds.

Next Step for Imperial Mall Area Development :30
04/20/21 Local4 Midday Tuesday 
The Hastings Planning Commission is expected to give approval to the Final Plat for 
redevelopment of the former Imperial Mall area. A preliminary plan was approved, with 
conditions, by the planning commission at their March 16 meeting. According to briefing 
documents, all conditions requested of the developers at that time have been met. City 
officials are recommending approval of the final plat. The Planning Commission is meeting at 
4:00 p.m. Tuesday at the Hastings City Building.

Hot Meals USA Serves One Million Meals :30



04/22/21 Local4 5pm Thursday 
Hot Meals USA announced Thursday on its Facebook page that the organization has now 
served over one million families. The Kearney nonprofit said it was a wonderful bitter day. 
Saying the bitter part came when they had to shut the door out of food, with 50 people 
waiting in line. They said they have answered the call a million times and still came up short. 
But they are not giving up, there’s still 12 more semi loads coming in April and 52 in May.

Eight Non Profits Participate in Give Hastings Day for the First Time :30
04/23/21 Local4 6am Friday 
There are 92 nonprofit organizations partaking in the 8th annual Give Hastings Day this 
year. Eight of those 92 are new to the event, hoping to use whatever funds they receive to 
promote their organization, put toward projects, or work toward any goals. Two of the eight 
on the list for the first time are Threads of Grace and the Hastings Pickleball Club. Threads of 
Grace has been a nonprofit for under a year and works with S.A.S.A. and the State of 
Nebraska to give brand new clothes to children entering foster care. Threads of Grace 
serves children from birth to 19-years-old and builds up its inventory through grants and 
donations.

Bigfoot Conference Going International :30
04/24/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The Bigfoot Museum ended their Bigfoot Conference on Saturday in Hastings with a big 
announcement. Organizers revealed they will be going international next year. They will 
partner with the Hominology of the Forest People. Researchers from Russia and surrounding 
countries will come to the conference to bring their expertise. Organizers said they took a hit 
in participation because of COVID-19 this year, but they expect it will return and become 
even bigger now that they are going international.

Conservation Nebraska Hosts Clean Up in Downtown Grand Island :30
04/24/21 Local4 10pm Saturday 
After seeing trash on the streets of Grand Island, this inspired Conservation Nebraska’s Eric 
Davis to host a clean-up on Saturday. “It’s not super bad but it’s nice to clean up every 
spring and do a spring cleaning and get things looking nice,” Davis said. About 10 people 
gathered at Lions Park around 9 a.m. They grabbed trash bags and gloves and then broke 
into groups to tackle the cleaning. Conservation Nebraska does community service events 
like this once a month and Davis said this is another way to educate people on importance 
of protecting the environment.

Families Enjoy Springfest at Prairie Loft Center :30
04/25/21 Local4 5pm Sunday 
Families in Hastings were able to enjoy the nice weather on Sunday, as they visited the 
Prairie Loft Center for Outdoor and Agricultural Learning’s 10th annual Springfest. There 
were tons of activities for them to do including hoop performances, chalk art, trails, petting 
zoos and so much more. Prairie Loft had to modify Springfest in order to put it on this year. 
They had to limit the amount of vendors in the barns and eliminate wagon rides to help 
maintain social distancing.

Crisis Center Hosts Feeding Dream Fundraiser :30
05/01/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
As part of Go Big Give, the Grand Island Crisis Center hosted their annual Feeding Dreams 
fundraiser on Saturday. From 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. four food trucks served at the Main Street 
Station and 100% of the proceeds went towards helping domestic and sexual violence 
survivors. The money helps the Crisis Center buy food, clothes and shelter for the people 



they serve. Their goal is to raise $10,000 by the end of Go Big Give. On Sunday, they will 
also have another food truck outside the Platte River Harley-Davidson in Grand Island.

Kearney Neighborhood Association Partners with Cub Scouts for Clean up Event :30
05/08/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
The Centennial Neighborhood Association in Kearney partnered with the Cub Scouts for a 
community clean-up. They collected people’s old scraps of aluminum and steel to be 
recycled. All they had to do was drive up and volunteers from Cub Scout Pack 135 helped 
sort the items. Two of them said they really enjoyed helping out on Saturday.

Central Community College Hosts First Even Car Show :30
05/15/21 Local4 6pm Saturday 
Central Community College in Hastings hosted their first-ever car show on Saturday for 
alumni weekend. There were over 100 cars on display and most of them coming from 
alumni. 72-year-old Lin Hoskins was the second class ever to graduate from CCC’s 
automotive program back in 1967. He went on to become a mechanic and owned his own 
shop. Over the years he revamped several old cars bringing them back to life and he 
brought five of them to the car show.

Kearney Kicks Off Electronic Recycling Event :30
05/18/21 Local4 10pm Tuesday 
The city of Kearney has kicked off their week-long electronic recycling program. People are 
encouraged to bring old devices by the Kearney Area Recycling Center office at 3007 E 39th 
Street through Friday. Electronics could be very bad for the environment if they aren’t 
recycled properly. All the public has to do is drop them off and the city will handle the rest.

Scheels Donates $300,000 to Food Bank of Lincoln :30
05/21/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 
The Food Bank of Lincoln started construction on its new facility this week, but they said that 
it wouldn’t be possible without community support. On Friday, a Lincoln business showed 
that support in a big way, with a big check. The manager and employees at Scheel’s at 
Southpointe presented the Food Bank with a $300,000 donation, helping get them closer to 
their goal of feeding more people in Southeast Nebraska. The donation, paid for not only by 
the Scheel’s corporation, but Scheel’s employees who live and work in Lincoln.

GI Area Habitat for Humanity Does Prep Work for Next Blitz Build :30
06/01/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
The Grand Island Area Habitat for Humanity spent Tuesday getting started on their next 
project. It’s their sixth Blitz Build and it’s happening with a lot of help from the community. 
The Blitz project doesn’t actually start until next week, but they used Tuesday to get some 
of prep work beforehand. Truss Craft workers built trusses and wall panels for the house. 
Instead of volunteers doing it the construction on-site like they usually do, the work got done 
at the manufacturers.

Nobody Injured in Hastings House Fire :30
06/01/21 Local4 5pm Tuesday 
Four people and two dogs were able to escape uninjured following a house fire Tuesday 
afternoon in Hastings. Hastings Fire and Rescue reported to the structure fire at 1126 W. 6th 
Street around 3 p.m. Hastings Public Information Manager Amanda Scott said a Hastings 
police officer was out on patrol when he noticed smoke coming from the house. He went to 
the next-door neighbor’s house to make sure they were out in case the fire spread.

Buddy Walk Raises Awareness for Down Syndrome :30
06/06/21 Local4 10pm Sunday 



The Down Syndrome Advocates and Action Kearney chapter hosted its tenth annual Buddy 
Walk on Sunday. Normally they do it inside but due to the pandemic they did it outside this 
year at Yanney Heritage Park. The organization does this event every year to raise 
awareness and money for down syndrome. This year the theme was inclusion and they 
wanted to spread the message that people with down syndrome are the same as everybody 
else.

Hastings LGBT Community Recognizes Pride Month :30
06/12/21 Local4 10pm Saturday 
Hastings Pride hosted their annual Pride in the Park event on Saturday at Highland Park. The 
day was all about spreading love and support for members of the LGBT community. 
Hundreds of people, including many allies to the community, spent the day at the park 
visiting booths, watching performances, and participating in a walk around the city. One 
local mom named Karen Williams attended the event to set up a mom hugs booth to show 
people who come from non-supportive families that there are people out there who care 
about them.

KSNB PSAs PROVIDING SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT
OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

Topic of PSA (varying lengths of: 10, :15, :20, and :30)     # of Times Aired

2nd Quarter PSA Totals KSNB NSNB

Alcohol & Drugs 129 73

Animal Welfare 100 10

Consumer Protection 113 72

Education 89 233

Environment/Ag 17 9

Family/Community 360 20

Health & Fitness 512 325

Military/Government 283 206



Safety 117 70

Outdoors/Recreation/Tourism 58 66

Volunteerism/Donations 291 220

Kid Targeted 496 1087

Employment/Public Files 60 42


