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AGING 

 

 

 
Over 90 and Loving It 
 
Airdate: Saturday, May 7, 2011, 5:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 

 
Description:  OVER 90 AND LOVING IT profiled an inspirational group of people in their 90s and 
100s who continue to lead full and passionate lives. Each interviewee offers pearls of wisdom 
about achieving and sustaining a happy life, regardless of age. They discussed the benefits of 
keeping physically active; maintaining a positive attitude; embracing maturity; staying curious 
about the future but engaged in the present; making a difference in the lives of others; and, 
ultimately, learning to gracefully accept death as an inevitable part of life. 
 
 

Stop Back Pain with Vijay Vad, MD 
 
Airdate: Saturday, June 11, 2011, 1:00pm 
Length: 90-minutes 
 

Description:  Dr. Vijay Vad, back pain specialist at the Hospital for Special Surgery, NYC, 
presented a comprehensive overview of the most common causes for chronic back pain: disc 
injuries and spinal stenosis. He explained the causes of pain, the mechanisms of these two back 
ailments, and outlined a course of pain self-management and recovery that included an 
understanding of the mind/body relationship, exercise, diet and supplements. 

 
Younger Next Year: The New Science of Aging 
 
Airdate: Saturday, June 13, 2011, 11:30pm 
Length: 90-minutes 

 
Description:  Based on the philosophy, science and advice espoused in the Younger Next Year 
book series, Younger Next Year: The New Science of Aging aimed to create greater awareness 
and understanding of health issues, exercise and lifestyle choices that affect aging, and thus to 
inspire the adoption of new behaviors and practices by individuals and their families. 

 

 
 

AUTISM AWARENESS 
 
Autistic-Like: Graham’s Story 
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Airdate: Saturday, April 2, 2011, 3:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  AUTISTIC-LIKE: GRAHAM'S STORY was an intimate family portrait following one 
dad's determined search to find the right treatments, the right doctors, even the right words to 
describe his "autistic-like" son. A startling, report from the edge of the autism epidemic, 
AUTISTIC-LIKE illuminated the medical, social and public health issues faced by families whose 
"autistic-like" children have no clear diagnosis, and are offered no specific treatment. The film 
interweaved the family's story with interviews and insights from leading child development/Autism 
Spectrum Disorder experts Dr. Stanley Greenspan and Dr. Ricki Robinson.  

 
Autism Coming of Age 
 
Airdate: Tuesday, April 5, 2011, 12:00am 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  The one-hour documentary AUTISM: COMING OF AGE provided an inside look at 
the lives of three adults with autism and includes interviews with their families and support teams. 
Autism and disability experts from Massachusetts, New York, Washington, Virginia and 
Pennsylvania also discuss the current system, impending challenges and possible outcomes for 
the future. 

 
Decoding Autism 
 
Airdate: Saturday, April 9, 2011, 3:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  DECODING AUTISM looked at the devastating neurodevelopmental disorder that 
leaves families heartbroken, vulnerable and desperate for answers. The documentary highlighted 
the efforts underway in New Jersey and New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Louisville and 
Sacramento, where researchers hope to gain insights that may lead to prevention, new 
treatments and even a cure. DECODING AUTISM included interviews with a number of families 
dealing with the challenges of raising children on the autism spectrum and features visits to 
schools specializing in educating children with autism. 
 
 

PBS NewsHour 
 
Airdate: Thursday, April 21, 2011, 6:00pm 
Segment Length: 10:37 
 
Description:  Autism Now: Demand for Educational Resources for Children Outstrips Supply:  For 
public school systems, the demand for special educational and treatment resources for children 
with autism often outpaces what is available. In the fourth report in his Autism Now series, Robert 
MacNeil looked at how two schools in the New York City area handle teaching children and teens 
with autism. 

 
EDUCATION 

 

Decoding Autism 
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Airdate: Saturday, April 9, 2011, 3:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  DECODING AUTISM looked at the devastating neurodevelopmental disorder that 
leaves families heartbroken, vulnerable and desperate for answers. The documentary highlighted 
the efforts underway in New Jersey and New York, Boston, Philadelphia, Louisville and 
Sacramento, where researchers hope to gain insights that may lead to prevention, new 
treatments and even a cure. DECODING AUTISM included interviews with a number of families 
dealing with the challenges of raising children on the autism spectrum and features visits to 
schools specializing in educating children with autism. 
 
 
 

PBS NewsHour 
 
Airdate: Thursday, April 21, 2011, 6:00pm 
Segment Length: 10:37 
 
Description:  Autism Now: Demand for Educational Resources for Children Outstrips Supply:  For 
public school systems, the demand for special educational and treatment resources for children 
with autism often outpaces what is available. In the fourth report in his Autism Now series, Robert 
MacNeil looked at how two schools in the New York City area handle teaching children and teens 
with autism. 
 
 

 
PBS NewsHour 
 
Airdate: Monday, June 20, 2011, 6:00pm 
Segment Length: 7:57 
 
Description:  New York Teacher Takes Students on a Virtual Trip to Learn Realities of Refugee 
Life:  A high school teacher in New York City decided to set aside the usual curriculum and take 
her students on a virtual five week journey to the Middle East to learn about the millions who have 
fled the war in Iraq and became refugees. Special correspondent John Tulenko of Learning 
Matters reported. 

 

 
 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

 
 
 
 

Botany of Desire 
 
Airdate: Thursday, April 7, 2011, 9:00pm 
Length: 120-minutes 
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Description:  THE BOTANY OF DESIRE brought Michael Pollan's best-selling book of the same 
name to television, showing how human desires are an essential, intricate part of natural history. 
The program explores the natural history of four plants -- the apple, the tulip, marijuana and the 
potato -- and the corresponding human desires -- sweetness, beauty, intoxication and controlling 
nature -- that link their destinies to our own. 

 
 
 
Olmsted and America’s Urban Park 
 
Airdate: Wednesday, April 7, 2011, 7:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  One-hundred and fifty-one years after Frederick Law Olmsted (1822-1903) designed 
New York City's Central Park with Calvert Vaux, it remains an undisputed haven of tranquility 
amid one of the largest, tallest and most unnatural places in the world. OLMSTED AND 
AMERICA'S URBAN PARKS, narrated by actress Kerry Washington, examined the visionary 
urban planner and landscape architect's impact on the development of America's first great city 
parks in the late 19th century.  

 
 
Bag It  
 
Airdate: Saturday, April 23, 2011, 3:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 

Description:  This touching and often flat-out-funny film followed "everyman" Jeb Berrier, who is 
admittedly not a tree hugger, as he embarked on a global tour to unravel the complexities of our 
plastic world. What starts as a film about plastic bags evolved into a wholesale investigation into 
plastic and its affect on our waterways, oceans, and even our own bodies.  

 
 
Greenest Building 
 
Airdate: Saturday, April 30, 2011, 3:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 

Description: This program offered a compelling argument for conservation, rehabilitation and 
adaptive reuse of our existing building stock as the single most effective strategy for reducing, 
reusing and recycling one of our most important consumer products - our buildings. Over the next 
20 years, one third of our nation's existing building stock (over 82 billion square feet) will be 
demolished in order to replace seemingly inefficient buildings with energy efficient "green" 
buildings. This program examined whether demolition on this scale is really the best use of 
natural, social, and economic resources; or, like urban renewal programs of the 1960's, is part of 
a well-intentioned planning strategy with devastating environmental and cultural consequences.  

 

New York Now 
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Airdate: Sunday, April 24, 2011, 11:00am 
Length: 30-minutes 
 
Description:  This week we take a look at how solar energy, thanks to the Federal Government, is 
making a comeback in New York State. 
 

New York Now 
 
Airdate: Sunday, May 22, 2011, 11:00am 
Length: 30-minutes 
 
Description:  This week we examine the safety of the controversial Indian Point nuclear power 
plant, in light of the recent, partial meltdown of the Fukushima plant in Japan. 
 

Nova #3809: Power Surge 
Airdate: Thursday, April 21, 9:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  NOVA explored whether we are finally on the brink of a green-energy power surge, 
or doing too little, too late. From solar panel factories in China to a carbon capture and storage 
facility in the Sahara desert to massive wind and solar installations in the United States, this 
NOVA revealed the surprising technologies that just might turn back the clock on climate change. 
This program focused on the latest and greatest innovations, including everything from artificial 
trees to green reboots of familiar technologies like coal and nuclear energy.   
 
 

 

 
 
 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender 
 

 
Anyone and Everyone: 
 
Airdate: Sunday, June 5, 2011, 4:30pm 
Length: 60-minutes  
 
Description:  ANYONE AND EVERYONE told the stories of families from Utah to North Carolina 
and Wyoming to New York, all connected by a common thread - a gay child. This poignant and 
often heartbreaking documentary by first-time filmmaker Susan Polis Schutz (also the parent of a 
gay son) depicted families representing a wide range of religions, nationalities and political 
leanings. During the film, parents of homosexual teens and young adults eloquently recall their 
initial reactions to their child's coming-out and their sometimes difficult journeys to acceptance.  
 
 

Out in America: 
 
Airdate: Sunday, June 12, 2011, 9:30pm 
Length: 90-minutes  
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Description:  OUT in America was an uplifting collection of unique, transformative stories and 
inspiring personal narratives told through the lens of the country's most prominent LGBT figures 
and pioneers, as well as many average, yet extraordinary, citizens from Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender communities. The program weaves together diverse stories - from urban and 
rural America, from the heartland to New England, from San Francisco to Harlem. Deeply moving 
and often humorous, viewers will get a glimpse of awakenings, first crushes, unlikely soul mates, 
intimacy and liberation.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Life #2007-2009:   
Airdate: (see episodes below) 
Length: 3/30-minute episodes 

 
#2007: Backlash or Evolution?  
Airdate: Monday, April 4, 2011, 12:00am 
Description:  The Importance of Being Iowa - In the lead segment, Iowa posed an important 
question to the rest of the country: Should voters be allowed to decide whether gay and lesbian 
couples have the right to marry?  Backlash or Evolution? – The show concluded with a look at 
current trends in the national debate on marriage equality. As victories and defeats ebb and flow 
state by state, public support for marriage equality is edging upward.   

 
#2008: Coalitions & Allies 
Airdate: Monday, May 23, 2011, 12:00am 
Description:  Exporting Hate – This In the Life (“ITL”) segment looked back at the ITL exposé of 
homophobic evangelicals in the U.S. who support anti-gay rhetoric and violence in Uganda. After 
its initial airing, David Kato, known as the "father of Uganda's gay rights movement," was beaten 
to death in his home. In this update, ITL celebrated Kato's life and work.  A Call for Inclusion - 
Rachel Maddow discussed the work of progressive faith leader Rev. Dr. Welton Gaddy, whose 
inclusive theology stresses the importance of the separation between religious institutions and the 
State. 
 

#2009: Message of Hope 
Airdate: Monday, June 27, 2011, 12:30am 
Description:  Messengers of Hope is a gospel choir from Oakland, California that engages African 
American churches in conversation about HIV and AIDS.  There is no uniform federal law in the 
United States on discrimination against LGBT people in the workplace. In the absence of 
protective laws, progress has come from a surprising source, corporate America.  
  

 
HERITAGE 

 
 

Journey of the Bonesetter’s Daughter 
 
Airdate: Sunday, May 22, 2011, 4:30pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
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Description:  This program followed the creation of the San Francisco Opera's production of "The 
Bonesetter's Daughter," composed by Stewart Wallace, with a libretto by best-selling novelist 
Amy Tan. Based on Tan's book of the same name, the opera is an ambitious cross-cultural tour 
de force that brings together artists from China and the United States to tell the deeply moving 
story of Tan's family history. 

 
 
 
You Don’t Know Jack Soo 
 
Airdate: Sunday, May 22, 2011, 5:30pm 
Length: 30-minutes 
 
Description:  This program told the story of a pioneering American entertainer, Jack Soo, an 
Oakland native who became the first Asian American to be cast in the lead role in a regular 
television series, "Valentine's Day" (1963), and later starred in the popular comedy show "Barney 
Miller" (1975-1978). Featuring rare footage and interviews with Soo's co-stars and friends, the 
film traces Soo's early beginnings as a nightclub singer and comedian, to his breakthrough role 
as Sammy Fong in Rogers and Hammerstein's Broadway play and film version of "The Flower 
Drum Song". The film also explores why Soo, a former internee who was actually born Goro 
Suzuki, was forced to change his name in the post WWII era, in order to perform in clubs in the 
midwest. Because of his experiences, throughout his career in films and television, Soo refused 
to play roles that were demeaning to Asian Americans and often spoke out against negative 
ethnic portrayals. The film showed how Soo's work laid the groundwork for a new generation of 
Asian American actors and comedians. 

 

 
LOCAL POLITICS 

 
 

 
New York Now 
 
Airdate: Sunday, April 24, 2011, 11:00am 
Length: 30-minutes 
 
Description:  This week we take a look at how solar energy, thanks to the Federal Government, is 
making a comeback in New York State. 
 

 
PBS NewsHour 
 
Airdate: Thursday, May 5, 2011, 6:00pm 
Segment Length: 13:22 
 
Description:  How Will History View Obama's Decision on Bin Laden? President Obama traveled 
to New York City on May 5, 2011 to place a wreath in honor of the victims of the 9/11 attacks and 
mark the killing of terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden. Jim Lehrer discussed the significance 
of President Obama's decision to carry out the raid with historians Beverly Gage and Michael 
Beschloss. 
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PBS NewsHour 
 
Airdate: Wednesday, May 25, 2011, 6:00pm 
Segment Length: 8:25 
 
Description:  Republicans Get Wake-Up Call From New York House Race Upset:  Democrats 
hailed Kathy Hochul's recent upset victory in a special U.S. House election in New York where 
Republicans hold a considerable voter-registration advantage. Political Editor David Chalian and 
Judy Woodruff discussed what role the Republican Medicare plan played and what clues the 
election might offer for 2012's races. 
 

New York Now 
 
Airdate: Sunday, June 5, 2011, 11:00am 
Length: 30-minutes 
 
Description:  This week we traveled to New York City as we focused on the expiring rent 
regulation laws and how tenants are making sure legislative leaders are hearing their message. 
 
 

PBS NewsHour 
 
Airdate: Monday, June 6, 2011, 6:00pm 
Segment Length: 6:24 
 
Description:  Weiner Admits to Sending Lewd Photos, Faces Call for Ethics Investigation:  Rep. 
Anthony Weiner, D - N.Y., went before cameras Monday to admit to sending sexually explicit 
photos and messages to several different women. Jeffrey Brown discusses the scandal with 
NewsHour Political Editor David Chalian. 
 

 
RELIGION 

 
 
 

Masterpiece Classic #4009 “The Diary of Anne Frank” 
 
Airdate: Monday, April 4, 2011, 9:00pm 
Length: 120-minutes 
 
Description:  An authentic adaptation of Anne Frank's feisty, poignant, and timeless account of 
her life in a cramped hidden annex during World War II. A remarkable performance by newcomer 
Ellie Kendrick (An Education) brought to life the eloquent reflections of a teenage girl trying to live 
an ordinary life in extraordinary circumstances. 

 
Our Holocaust Vacation 
 
Airdate: Saturday, April 16, 2011, 3:00pm 
Length: 90-minutes 
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Description:  This was a feature documentary about a Holocaust survivor and her family traveling 
through Central Europe, revisiting her childhood haunts, seeing the locations of her wartime 
travails and hearing about the "little" acts of love that kept her alive.. 
 
 

Teenage Witness: The Fanya Gottesfeld Heller Story 
 
Airdate: Monday, April 25, 2011, 10:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description:  In 1941, the Nazis asserted their power by overrunning tiny villages throughout 
Eastern Europe. In the middle of the horror and chaos stood 15-year-old Fanya Gottesfeld 
(Heller). Only through the kindness of a Polish peasant did Fanya survive - hidden beneath a 
chicken coop with her parents and brother for two-and-a-half years. Based on her acclaimed 
memoir, Love In A World of Sorrow, TEENAGE WITNESS: THE FANYA GOTTESFELD HELLER 
STORY presented a raw and emotional look at survival and the tenacity of the human spirit.  

 
Four Seasons Lodge 
 
Airdate: Saturday, April 30, 2011, 8:00pm 
Length: 90-minutes 
 
Description:  FOUR SEASONS LODGE followed a group of Holocaust survivors, nearly all Polish 
Jews, who have spent 25 years summering together at an isolated rural compound in the Catskill 
Mountains of New York. They come for the raucous poker games, the dancing and the long 
summer days spent with others who understand their pasts. A counterintuitive film about the 
Holocaust, FOUR SEASONS LODGE is an uplifting and insightful portrait of people who embrace 
their dark pasts with striking openness and, at times, black humor. 
 
 

Religion & Ethics Newsweekly #1435 
 
Airdate: Sunday, May 1, 2011, 10:00am 
Length: 30-minutes 
 
 

Description: Path to Sainthood:  The Catholic Church’s complex system for declaring 

someone a saint has evolved since the thirteenth century. Holocaust Remembrance:  “In that 
courtroom in Jerusalem 50 years ago, people heard the voices of those victims in a way that they 
hadn’t heard them before,” says Deborah Lipstadt, professor of modern Jewish history and 
Holocaust studies at Emory University and the author of “The Eichmann Trial.” Prison Yoga:  At 
the central jail in Bhopal, India, the prison superintendent says a yoga program calms the jail’s 
atmosphere and speeds the release of inmates. 

 
Secrets of the Dead: Battle for the Bible 
Airdate: Thursday, April 14, 8:00pm 
Length: 60-minutes 
 
Description: “Battle for the Bible" explored the dramatic, violent and world-shaking story of the 
most famous and widely read book in history -- the Bible in English. In the 15th and 16th 
centuries, a group of men resolved to bring the Scriptures to people in their own language for the 
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very first time. In so doing, they would help launch a religious revolution that would ultimately 
change the course of history in England, America and beyond. 

 
 
Nova #3516: The Bible’s Buried Secrets 
Airdate:  Thursday, April 14, 9:00pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
 
Description:  This two-hour special investigated the origins of the ancient Israelites, the evolution 
of their belief in one God and the creation of the Bible. Decades of literary detective work and 
archeological excavation in the Holy Land indicate that most Israelites worshiped pagan gods and 
many believed that God had a wife, who was venerated as an idol. A story of science, history and 
faith. 

 
Secrets of the Dead #702: Escape from Auschwitz 
Airdate:  Thursday, April 28, 10:00pm 
Length:  60-minutes 
  
Description:   Escape From Auschwitz" told the story of two young Slovak Jews, Rudolph Vrba 
and Alfred Wetzler, who managed to escape by hiding in a woodpile for three days, then fleeing 
across enemy territory, determined to tell the world about the atrocities being committed by the 
Nazis at the camp. Hoping to stop the deportations and put an end to the constant stream of 
victims transported to their deaths, Vrba and Wetzler wrote a detailed account of their 
experiences in the camp. The report was sent to Allies around the world, but to Vrba's horror, 
some took ages to arrive in the right hands and the most urgent copy was suppressed by the 
head of the Hungarian Jewish underground, who worried it would destroy a deal he himself was 
trying to make with Adolph Eichmann. Ultimately, the delays cost thousands of lives and caused a 
controversy that raged long after the Holocaust was over.  

 
 


