
From: Chuck Parker  
Sent: Thursday, August 4, 2022 4:43 PM 
To: 'Office of Kim Brown' <aloha@kimbrownformayor.com> 
Subject: RE: [External] Re: From PBS Hawai'i 
 
Aloha Byron, 
 
Below is our policy for Insights on PBS Hawaiʻi during election season. It was included in the letter I 
emailed to Kim Brown on Wednesday July 27, 2022. 
 
Sincerely, 
Chuck Parker 
 

PBS Hawai`i’s policy on candidate forums since 2008:  
______________________________________________________________________________

INSIGHTS ON PBS HAWAII is a regularly scheduled news and public affairs 

program. During the election season, PBS Hawaii will continue to provide our 

trademark, loosely structured live format, featuring candidates discussing 

issues of community interest. PBS Hawai`i exercises sole control over the 

format of the program. Depending on the number of candidates and 

newsworthy issues in a given race, there are practical limitations as to the 

number of candidates who participate. Decisions in presenting INSIGHTS ON 

PBS HAWAI`I are based on good-faith journalistic judgment in providing a 

conversation that will best serve the public interest. 
 
 

Chuck Parker 
VP of Content, PBS Hawai‘i 
315 Sand Island Access Road, Honolulu, HI 96819-2295 
T: 808.462.5074 
pbshawaii.org - Facebook - Twitter - Instagram 
 

 
 
This e-mail may contain material that is confidential or proprietary to PBS Hawai‘i  
and is intended solely for use by the intended recipient. Any review, reliance or  
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http://twitter.com/pbshawaii
http://instagram.com/pbshawaii


distribution of such material by others, or forwarding of such material without  
express permission is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient,  
please notify the sender and destroy all copies. 
 
From: Office of Kim Brown <aloha@kimbrownformayor.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2022 3:22 PM 
To: Chuck Parker <cparker@pbshawaii.org> 
Subject: [External] Re: From PBS Hawai'i 
 
Aloha Chuck, hope all is well. Thanks for the email and technically all candidates have to be invited if it 
will be aired at all online or broadcast in any way. I’m sure you know it but here is the rule. 
 
Here’s the rule: 
 
What are “equal opportunities”? 
All candidates for the same office must be treated in an equal manner. This rule – known as the “equal 
opportunities” or “equal time” rule – applies to both federal and non-federal (i.e., state and local) 
candidates; it is not restricted to a limited period of time before the election. The rule is triggered by a 
“use” of a station by a legally qualified candidate. Once a legally qualified candidate for a given office 
makes a “use” of a station, all other legally qualified candidates for the same office are entitled to the 
opportunity to make equal use of the station. That is, the station must make the same amount and kind 
of time available at the same cost. 
In order to take advantage of this rule, a candidate seeking equal time must request it within seven days 
of the opposing candidate’s triggering “use” of the station. A station is not obligated to notify opposing 
candidates when a “use” is made but, as described below, it must document all uses in its political files, 
which are now part of the station’s online public inspection file. If a station does not post such 
documentation to its public files in a timely manner, the seven-day deadline for equal time claims may 
be extended. 
The equal opportunities rule can become a serious issue when on-air talent wishes to run for office. All 
of that person’s appearances on the station after becoming “legally qualified” count as free uses of the 
station. Similarly, if an actor or other entertainment personality becomes a legally qualified candidate, 
the broadcast of movies, TV shows or other material in which the actor/personality is identifiable would 
also count as free uses. Such uses would obligate the station to give equal amounts of free time to all 
opposing candidates. 
Equal time claims can also become a serious issue in the final days before an election, when some 
stations may need to monitor their available commercial inventory closely to ensure that they are able 
to accommodate equal time demands from candidates. 
 
 
Byron  
Office of Kim Brown for Mayor 
808-495-9777 
 
 

On Jul 27, 2022, at 1:51 PM, Chuck Parker <cparker@pbshawaii.org> wrote: 

  
Kim Brown, 
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My name is Chuck Parker. I am the VP of Content at PBS Hawaiʻi. Please see the attached letter. 
  
Sincerely, 
chuck 
  

Chuck Parker 

VP of Content, PBS Hawai‘i 
315 Sand Island Access Road, Honolulu, HI 96819-2295 

T: 808.462.5074 
pbshawaii.org - Facebook - Twitter - Instagram 
 
To: Chuck Parker <cparker@pbshawaii.org> 
Cc: Office of Kim Brown <aloha@kimbrownformayor.com> 
Subject: [External] Re: From PBS Hawai'i 
 
Scott, 
Thank you for your email. We respectfully, ask that Kim Brown being given fair and equitable treatment 
to be included in the broadcast tomorrow, along with the other candidates that are on the ballot for 
Maui County Mayor,  in accordance with FEC and FCC election regulations.   
The voting tax paying residents of Maui are entitled to a free, fair and unperturbed media 
election.  Disenfranchising the voters by biasing the coverage of this election is frankly shameful.  Unlike 
other media outlets who are privately funded , our tax dollars do go to fund your station and your 
jobs.  We know it is your job as the media to inform all tax paying residents in the state of Hawaii ,of 
who and and what offices the candidate's in any state election are. By biasing this information PBS 
Hawaii is completely marginalizing us as voters, and is not legal. We again request that you include all 
candidates for the telecast, and allow the public to be informed from everyone equally.  
 
We look forward to hearing back from you.  We have also forwarded this on to our legal counsel who is 
filing a formal complaint with the FEC and FCC regarding this particular event. A filing with the Election 
State Office has been filed as well.   
 
Mahalo,  

 

Lisa Kwan  

Communications and Public Relations  

Campaign Management Office of Kim Brown for Maui County Mayor 

P: 808.495.9777  

Website: kimbrownformayor.com 

Insta:@KimBrownForMayor 
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