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July 7
Naomi Fletcher, Weatherization Director, Community Action Agency
CAA is urging residents to apply for weaterization funds now instead of waiting for 
winter when it is more difficult to respond. The funds help those eligible to weatherize 
their homes.

Dennis Grall, Delta County Cancer Alliance
24th annual Golf fundraiser will be held July 11, It’s a four person scramble. The funds 
are used to help people dealing with cancer with expenses such as travel and stays for 
treatment. Held at Escanaba Country Club.

July 14
Damon Hastings, OSF Physical Therapist
He will offer a program called LSBT Big and Loud for people with Parkinson’s disease. It 
is to help them dealing with problem talking. It will be held Thursday at the Gary 
Abrahamsson Memory Care Center.

Brett Gardiner, Delta County Prosecutor
Talked about arraignment changes that requires an attorney at arraignments. It was 
done to accommodate defeats but has put a stain on the system. Talked about how it is 
working in Delta County.

July 21
Rory Mattson, Delta Conservation District
Talked the annual meeting on August 7 at Pioneer Trail Park. They will elect new board 
members. There will also be a presentation on the history of the Delta County Forest.

Marc Tall, Escanaba City Mayor
Talked about the city manager evaluation. He says the evaluation went well. Talked 
about things that could be done better. Talked about goals such as better 
communication and completing the redevelopment of the jail and city property.

July 28
David Dzouir, Delta County Veterans Service Officer
Talked about presentation to county board on how the agency is doing. Serve 544 
veterans during past 11 months. Able to serve more veterans with full time position. 
Talked about services available such as rides to VA hospital in Iron Mountain.



Ken Buckholtz, Wheelin Sportsmen
Talked about turkey hunting in the spring with disabled hunters. Talked about the 
success of 65 hunters to harvest 9 turkeys and 35 deer. They took out 40 new hunters 
who have not been able to hunt because of the disabilities.

August 4
Vickie Micheau, Delta Chamber of Commerce Director
Talked about the new chamber building. There will be a ribbon cutting during the fair. 
Offices will still be at the grandstand. Held a donor reception last week for a first look. 
Talked about the Webster Marble museum.

Delta County Sheriff Ed Oswald
Talked about how the operations of the new jail are going. Some issues with the 
building. Mostly software with video visits and operations. The jail population has grown 
with the new jail because the space is available. Judges don’t have to consider who to 
release. Staff had to readjust how they do their jobs compared to former jail.

August 11
Sue Gartland, Delta Animal Shelter
Talked about Kids Care Fridays. It allows teenagers to learn how to take care of the 
animals. They feed, water, exercise, and housecleaning. It also exposes them to 
veterinarian services. Even watch a surgery.

Michigan U.S. Senator Gary Peters
Talking from EMP in Escanaba about manufacturing. It included a demonstration from 
the Escanaba Robomos robotics team. He wants to focus on manufacturing legislation 
to include an institute to coordinate efforts nationally. It is part of his motorcycle trip 
across Michigan.

August 18
Dr. Jim Olson
A graduate of Escanaba high school who is now working on research to cure cancer. He 
is in Seattle. Talked about the advancement of survival. He is working on new 
techniques without the side effects of chemo therapy.

Lauren Wickman, Chief Assistant Delta County Prosecutor
She focuses on drug prosecutions. She talked about the problem, the goals of fighting 
drug trafficking and how she works with law enforcement. She talked about how drugs 



are impacting the community.

August 25
Gary McDowell, Michigan Director of Agriculture and Rural Development
Talked about the U.P. State Fair and fairs mean to the community. He took a tour with 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer at the animal barns. Talked about the impact of fairs and raising 
animals on kids. Talked about the impact on farmers in Michigan and what the state is 
trying to do to help. He says the problem is historic. High water is causing problems.

Patrick Jordan, Escanaba City Manager
Talked about the bottomland conveyance for the property at the former jail site. Half of 
the parcel is fill so is still considered bottomlands owned by the state. The county and 
city is currently in the process purchasing the bottomlands. The same problem could 
happen at the Chamber building property. Looking to sell the property to developers.

September 1
Brad Mantella, Gladstone City Commission
The commission agreed to go ahead with an expanded 9th Street Project. Says it is 
more efficient and practical. The next thing they need to do is set the assessment 
district.  A hearing is scheduled for affected property owners. After that they will process 
with the bonding.

Captain Jamie Segorski, Escanaba Public Safety and Patrick Jordan, Escanaba City 
Manager
Talked about the immediate need for crossing guards at area schools. The schools are 
no longer hiring cross guards and state law requires the city to be responsible. Talked 
about the requirement and time commitment. Segorski says it’s a great way to give back 
to the community.

September 8
Henry Schienebeck, Great Lakes Timber Professionals Association
Promoted the upcoming Great Lakes Logging and Heavy Equipment Expo that will be 
held at the U.P. State Fairgrounds in September. Talked about what might be seen at 
the show and how technology has changed the industry.

Sue Gartland and Tonya Gartland, Delta Animal Shelter
It is the pick population time and the shelter is full of both cats and dogs. Looking to 
adopt as many animals as possible during the week. A stray cat last night gave birth. 
Dogs being trained by prison inmates are returning to the shelter.



September 15
Travis Snyder
A veteran who is walking around Lake Michigan to bring awareness to veterans suicide 
and mental health challenges. He is raising funds for an organization. He stayed the 
night in Escanaba. He talked about how he decided to do the walk. He lost a buddy to 
suicide who he served with in the Marines.

Kevin Chown and Trevor Ohlsen, musicians
They will be performing at Lake Shore Live at Ludington Park. Chown plays all over the 
world, He says Ohlsen is an up and comer. They talked about their lives and the music 
they perform. Talked about the music scene in Escanaba.

September 22
State Sen. Ed McBroom
He believes the legislature will have a state budget by the end of the month to prevent a 
governmental shutdown. There is no support for the governor’s gas tax to fund road 
repairs. She is objecting to the legislature wanting to include road construction funds 
without the taxes. McBroom says they will pass the budget and ask her to sign it.

John Stapleton, Executive Director of DATA, Delta Area Transit Authority
Celebrating 30 years of the transit system in Delta County. Talked about the 
accomplishments and challenges it still faces. They would like to expand to other parts 
of the county. As part of the anniversary, they are holding an open house at the bus 
terminal.

September 29
Gordy Fitch, Bay College Board of Trustees
He was selected to fill an empty position on the board. Talked about why he wanted to 
apply for the position and the importance of the college to attract and retain young 
people.

1st Lt Gregg Cunningham, Michigan State Police
Talked about the sink hole in U.S. 2 near the bridge in Manistique. Crews are looking at 
the integrity of of the roadway. It was caused by utility pipelines.


