
 

 

WFRV QUARTERLY ISSUES AND PROGRAMS REPORT 
January 1, 2016 – March 31, 2016 

 
WFRV’s programs, news reports and public services announcements provided significant treatment of the 
following issues that were important to the community in the first quarter of 2016:  
  
Agriculture 
Campaign/Elections 
Community 
Crime/Law Enforcement 
Development 
Economy 
Education 
Environment 
Government (State) 
Government (Local) 
Safety 
 
Programs: Programs providing the most significant treatment of the above-identified community issues:  
Local: 
Program Day Time 
Local 5 News at Noon Monday-Friday 12:00-12:30pm  
Local 5 News at 5:00 Monday-Friday 5:00-5:30 pm 
Local 5 News at 6:00 Monday-Saturday 6:00-7:00 pm 
Local 5 News at 10:00 Monday-Sunday 10:00-10:35 pm 
Newsmaker Sunday  Sunday 7:30-8:00 am 
 
All of the above programming is locally produced news programming presenting a mix of news, weather, 
and sports, programming focusing on current issues and events.   
 
Agriculture – topics covered under this issue include: the growing business of agri-tourism and a local 
winter farmers market; and a showcase of farm products that introduces the public to where their food 
and goods come from. 
 
Local 5 News at 12  1/26/2016 
2:39  The growing interest among consumers is to know how their food is raised combined with more 
people looking for a family friendly experience has really catapulted the concept of agri-tourism.  The 
strength of the industry is in its diversity and while there are now multiple attractions drawing people to 
the farm, safety of those guests is also a top of mind issue.  Whether it's watching maple syrup run, a 
vineyard experience or the traditional corn maze and hayride type of thing, there are a lot of good reasons 
for agri-tourism opportunities but unfortunately safety for some is just an afterthought.  Just what are the 
best practices, the best safety and health guidelines because there is a lot of diversity in agri-tourism?  
There are liability issues as an operator and you want to show that you're doing everything you can to 
educate yourself on the best practices of safety and health guidelines out there.  The National Farm 
Medicine Center has a website to provide plenty of answers.  It is the responsibility of the owner to 
educate themselves and their employees on necessary safety standards.  If you're running an agri-
tourism operation and you have a tractor without a roll bar, or if you have a hay wagon with no rail around 
it, or you didn't have proper hand washing and somebody got sick, you can't plead ignorance anymore.  
To get more information you can go to their website, safe agri-tourism dot com, or you are invited to 
attend the Wisconsin Agricultural Tourism Association Summit being held next month in Marshfield. 
 
Local 5 News at 12  2/5/2016 
1:24  Farmers markets have become so popular that they are no longer limited to just summer, there are 
some successful winter market events as well.  Twice a month, the New Leaf Farmer's Market occupies a 
section of the KI Convention Center in downtown Green Bay.  The family friendly market offers residents 



 

 

the chance to purchase local crafts, produce, cheese, meats and baked goods, as well as the opportunity 
to attend instructive cooking demonstrations to learn how to incorporate their purchases into a healthy 
meal.  It has just continuously increased year after year.  The community is catching on to what eating 
healthy is all about all year round.  And locals are excited to have access to fresh, local foods right in their 
back yard.  Now in its sixth season, the New Leaf Farmer's Market is continually growing.  They averaged 
about 3,000 people a week last year, and this year is going to be even better that last year. 
 
Local 5 News at 12  3/7/2016 
2:01  This past weekend the Fond du Lac Agri-business Council hosted their annual Agricultural 
Showcase.  Once again this year over 15,000 Fond du Lac area residents spent hours on the county 
fairgrounds to sample and learn more about locally produced ag products.  The value is introducing the 
public to aspects of agriculture they may not be aware of, and reinforcing the importance of agriculture in 
everybody's everyday life.  There are different types of fuel that come from the farm; everything from your 
foods, to your fibers for your clothing to fuel for your car, and energy for your house.  All those sorts of 
things are all based on agriculture.  The event is sponsored by the Fond du Lac Area Agribusiness 
Council and is just one of the events they hold to promote the local value of agriculture.  Now the 
showcase is full of sampling opportunities and through the sampling, organizers hope consumers may 
expand their food option.  Now while food, fun and fellowship are all a part of the showcase, education 
and supporting ag literacy has always been at the heart of the showcase. 
 
Campaign/Elections – topics covered under this issue include: voter ID information and usage; at look at 
age differences between some candidates running for Green Bay City Council; security at Neenah 
schools who all serve as polling places; veteran ID not being excepted as a voter ID. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  1/12/2016 
2:08  In Wisconsin, voters will get their first taste of the state's voter ID law in February.  The controversial 
law first passed in 2011, and was finally upheld spring of 2015 when the U. S. Supreme Court declined to 
take it on appeal.  Typically in the spring election, there is a 20 to 30% turn out, but by the time we get to 
the Presidential race in November, it will be 70% maybe even more.  Valid ID's include a Wisconsin 
driver's license; a state DOT issued ID card; military ID; or a U. S. passport.  While there are various 
exceptions, the bottom line is without a photo ID you won't be able to cast a vote on Election Day.  Under 
the new law you can get a free state ID by visiting your local Department of Motor Vehicle's office. 

 
Local 5 News at 10  2/9/2016 
2:00  Nineteen people are will compete next Tuesday in the primary for the chance to move on to the 
general election for 5 Green Bay City Council seats.  A few of those running are 40 to 50 years younger 
than their incumbent opponents.  Not only are more people running for City Council than in years past, 
but more are women and younger candidates.  Twenty three year old Vanya Koepke is one of the people 
running against 76 year old District 1ne Alderman incumbent Jerry Wiezbiskie.  As a former student 
Government President at UW-Green Bay and Student Representative for the UW-System, retaining 
young talent in the community is 1 of Koepke's top concerns.  It's also a concern of 33 year old Amanda 
Patterson who is one of the people running against 70 year old District 9 Alderman incumbent Guy Zima. 
Calling for neighborhood revitalization, dog parks and community gardens, Patterson also wants to see 
an improvement in City Council decorum. “Younger mindset, different mindset, the City Council should 
reflect what we as a city are, and we are not solely comprised of middle aged men”, stated Patterson 
Jerry Wiezbiskie and Guy Zima did not return phone calls for an interview.  Primaries will be held in 
Districts 1, 4, 9, 11, and 12 on February 16th.  
 
Local 5 News at 5  2/16/2016 
1:50  Voters in Neenah were met by law enforcement today at 3 schools that also serve as polling places. 
The officers were there to make sure students were safe as the public came in and out the building. 
Police officers were posted in the school during the time students were in session; after that they moved 
on to their next assignment.  The officers were there to provide a safe guard between the students and 
the public.  It’s never been a situation where people wondered through the halls during the day but this is 
that extra layer of security that puts everyone at ease.  
 



 

 

Local 5 News at 10  2/16/2016 
2:27  This election was the first statewide election where voters were required to have a form of photo ID 
to cast a ballot.  While most clerks report no problems at polls in our area, several veterans have taken 
issue with the law and not being able to use their veteran ID card to vote.  Under the current voter ID law 
in Wisconsin, active military ID cards are accepted, but veteran ID cards issued by the Department of 
Veteran Affairs are not.  The authors behind Senate Bill 295 are hoping that changes soon.  SB 295 will 
likely be voted on in about a week or so and if it passes, veterans could begin using their ID cards to vote 
as soon as the November 8th Presidential election.  
 
Community – topics covered under this issue include: Manitowoc deals with protesters generated by 
Netflix series; increase in homeless shelter clients; information on canine influenza and kennel cough in 
the viewing area; clean water is a problem for one local community and what is being done. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  1/28/2016 
2:14  Final preparations are underway as hundreds of protesters plan to gather near the Manitowoc 
County courthouse tomorrow morning in support of Steven Avery and Brendan Dassey.  While the 
founder of 'The Steven Avery Project', a web-page dedicated to all things Steven Avery, says he and 
others at the protest plan to follow rules and be respectful of the people of Manitowoc, not everyone who 
believes Avery deserves a new trial, has been kind to businesses and people in Manitowoc.  Protesters, 
some who grew up in northeast Wisconsin, and others from across the Midwest, will gather near the 
Manitowoc County courthouse to show everyone they believe Steven aver and Brendan Dassey were 
railroaded.  Since the Netflix-series 'Making a Murderer', millions have weighed in on social media with 
their opinion on the Avery and Dassey cases.  Some criticizing the businesses and the people of 
Manitowoc for something they weren't even involved in.  That's why Kim Geiser decided to create the 
Facebook page 'We Love Manitowoc' and a coloring page people can decorate and write what they love 
about the community.  Protesters in Manitowoc will be greeted with the we love Manitowoc signs in 
business windows smiling faces and coffee from the local Salvation Army.  Geiser says the page and 
signs are not in retaliation to the protestors, rather they're a way to uplift a community being criticized 
because of their location featured in a controversial Netflix series. For more information on each web-
page and tomorrow's protest head to our website we are green bay dot com.  
 
Local 5 News at 6  2/11/2016 
2:10  Another stretch of bitter cold weather is moving through our area, and that means more people are 
heading to local homeless shelters.  Some shelter we spoke with are serving more people overall this 
winter, but many are new faces as previous clients have moved on.  For St. John the Evangelist 
Homeless Shelter, the high demand started in November, at times surpassing the shelter's capacity of 84 
people.  NEW Community Shelter says it's seeing about the same number of clients overall.  While the 
number of people dropped in late November through December, more started showing up last month.  St. 
John’s is seeing younger clients.  People are looking for work but are struggling to get back on their feet.  
St. John's services and connections have helped other clients move forward.  Part of the increased 
demand comes from those whom St. John's has reached out to who are living in cars or other locations. 
By getting them into warmer, safer housing overnight, that decreases other risks to the clients and the 
community. 
 
Local 5 News at 6  2/15/2016 
2:34  A highly contagious influenza strain is making its way through the Midwest.  Canine influenza, also 
known as dog flu had killed many dogs in Chicago last spring and now northeast Wisconsin has some 
confirmed cases.  Nearly all dogs exposed to the virus will contract it and 80% will show symptoms, but 
less than 5% will actually die.  Although there have been several confirmed cases of the virus locally, 
what's keeping animal clinics very busy right now is something called kennel cough.  Local vets say it's 
important to keep this in perspective when you think about your dog.  In fact, think of it like a bad cold or 
flu in people.  It's essentially the same for a dog, a bad cold or an upper respiratory infection is called 
kennel cough and like a bad cold it might actually be the flu.  Like people dogs have a yearly cold and flu 
season too, but this year is one of the worst in a decade.  It’s treated with an antibiotic, but if the dog 
doesn't respond there's a good chance it's a virus and possibly the H-3-N-2 dog flu.  Signs of dog flu are 
virtually the same as kennel cough, coughing or gagging, a discharge from the nose or eyes, a loss of 



 

 

appetite, and noticeable lack of energy.  There are ways to protect your dog, wash your hands and use 
sanitizer so you don't spread the virus.  If your dog is symptomatic or susceptible to illnesses, stay home 
and consider vaccinating your dog.  Not all dogs need it so talk to your vet.  The likelihood of a dog dying 
from dog flu is extremely low, but symptoms can last for 3 weeks or more.  We've got a link on our 
website if you'd like more information just go to we are green bay dot com. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  3/2/2016 
5:06  Clean drinking water is vital to the health of communities and the businesses and people who call 
them home.  Maintaining water quality and economic health in some local communities has become 
difficult.  A combination of agricultural and residential growth and geology are making it harder to tap into 
clean drinking water throughout Kewaunee County.  Variable contributing factors also make it difficult to 
find solutions.  Judy Treml and her family saw the drinking water quality deteriorate quickly at their 
Luxemburg home in 2004.   Manure spread on some nearby fields was the suspected cause.  The 
Treml's eventually had to truck in water for drinking and bathing. Linda Cochart noticed similar problems 
with well water in her Town of Lincoln home in 2010.   She too suspected manure runoff and the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture tests of her water gave credence to those suspicions, which would be costly to 
fix.  The estimate from the well driller was 16,000 dollars and 483 feet at least was the minimal amount. 
Residents have at least 1 option for clean drinking water; this water kiosk recently opened at Algoma High 
School.  Residents must register and get pre-approved containers to get the water they need.  But Town 
of Lincoln Supervisor, Nick Cochart, who also sits on the Kewaunee County Ground Water Task Force, 
says the kiosk is only a stop gap solution, especially when 140 out of 300 wells tested in Kewaunee 
County were contaminated.  Among recent trends in Kewaunee County is the growth of mega dairy farms 
with herds numbering in the thousands.  Rules have been enacted requiring such farms to have 6 months 
manure storage.  Some like Pagel's Ponderosa Dairy have spent millions of dollars on containment, 
treatment and reuse technologies.  The methane digester harvests off the top of the tank, which in turn 
powers the generator that makes electricity at the farm.  Surface treatment systems are only as good as 
the geology running through Kewaunee County.  Karst bedrock, which allows rain water to drain into 
aquifers quickly, is prevalent beneath many farms.  UW Green Bay Geoscience Professor, Dr. John 
Luczaj says shallow bedrock or sink holes in one area can easily impact others.  That can very rapidly 
take water from the surface into the aquifer and transmit it long distances in short periods of time, such as 
miles per day.  So a single solution or approach is hard to come by to make groundwater fit to drink.  All 
who are impacted say multi-pronged approaches are needed.  That includes guidance from state officials. 
There’s no agency in Wisconsin that helps families whose water has been polluted.  A compliance work 
group by the Department of Natural Resources recommends more frequent monitoring of manure land 
spreading and hiring a conservation warden for Kewaunee County, but that's a position that has been 
vacant for several years. 
 
Crime/Law Enforcement – topics covered under this issue include: meth usage on the rise in the area; 
services and program changes that have happened since the Brown County Sheriff’s Department moved 
into their new location; beware of money scammers who are sending taxi’s to victim’s homes to retrieve 
the victim and take them to withdraw money; and local law enforcement out in force and working with 
taverns to keep everyone safe on St. Patrick’s Day. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  2/10/2016 
1:51  New information from law enforcement shows a dramatic increase in the use of methamphetamine 
in Brown County.  At Libertas Treatment Center on Green Bay's west side, counselors help those dealing 
with drug addictions.  And recently they’ve have noticed a resurgence in abuse involving 
methamphetamine.  In a report just released by the Brown County Drug Task Force, in the last 2 years 
they've seen a three-fold increase in the amount of meth seized.  During 2015, the Drug Task Force 
confiscated thousands of grams of meth, heroin and marijuana.  And while heroin and prescription opioids 
remain the greatest threat to our area; officers are concerned by the jump in methamphetamine. The 
availability of meth has increased; it's relatively cheap, about 100 dollars a gram and its effects last very 
long which is why it's very attractive to people looking to get high.  More teens and young adults are using 
the highly addictive drug made from a variety of toxic chemicals.  The Drug Task Force reports 2015 
methamphetamine seizures were up 435% as compared to 2014. 
 



 

 

Local 5 News at 10  2/23/2016 
3:45  A little over 4 years ago, the Brown County Sheriff's office moved out of downtown Green Bay.  The 
reasons were many; a lack of space, parking and travel time for Deputies.  So have things changed?  
When the Sheriff's office was located in Green Bay's downtown, they were finding it was at least a 15 
minute response time just to get out of the city.  The Sheriff's office moved into the former S & L Motors 
dealership in Bellevue in 2011.  A building sitting on over 8 acres of land was purchased by the County 
and renovated for law enforcement for a price tag of roughly 5 million.  Operating in the city no longer 
made sense.  Space was tight, parking for squads limited on streets and leased properties and a rented 
garage for mechanical repairs and storage was falling apart.  They were paying 70,000 in rent, 20,000 for 
utilities and 5,000 for officers to park on the street.  A cost benefit analysis alone put patrol shift change 
savings with the move at 43,000 dollars a year.  The building’s owners had slashed 1 million off their 
asking price and using special bonding, the County receives a 35% federal rebate on interest.  With room 
to grow, the department has added important programs such as a child exchange zone which is 
electronically monitored 24 hours a day to allow for safe parental custodial exchanges.  Creating the 
internet crimes against children unit, which is successful in stopping online predators.  More secure 
evidence rooms have been created and officer training is now hosted by the County, saving them tens of 
thousands of dollars in travel and hotel costs.  And last year, with a campus offering room to grow, a half 
a million dollar addition was completed to hold evidence for the drug task force.   Services and programs 
that never could have happened at the department's old downtown office.  When the department was 
downtown no one knew exactly where it was located, that’s no longer a problem. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  2/24/2016 
2:15  The Brown County Sheriff's office is warning people about a new scam hitting the Green Bay area.  
Just this week there have been 2 instances where scammers have sent taxi cabs to people's homes to 
take them to withdraw money.  The Brown County Sheriff's office says it's a new way for scammers to put 
pressure on victims.  If you haven't ordered a cab or you don't know of anybody coming to your house 
and it seems suspicious first thing is don't answer the door.  You need to protect yourself and understand 
that there are people out there that are willing to victimize you in order to make a buck.  After making 
contact with a victim who has arranged to send money, scammers have been calling taxis in the area to 
pick up the victim at their home and take them to withdraw the money.  It's nearly impossible for the cab 
drives to know they're involved in any sort of scam.  They think they're just picking up passengers who 
need a ride to get some cash.  A scammer may send a cab to your home even after you have turned 
down their request for money over the phone so beware.  Another safe guard is follow up on the callers 
claims of what they need your money for especially if they try to use names of your family members to 
trick you.  For more information and tips on how to protect yourself from falling victim to phone or internet 
scams, head to our website we are green bay dot com. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  3/17/2016 
2:01  It's been a busy day and night for local bars and that means it's also been busy for law enforcement 
across northeast Wisconsin.  Green Bay Officer Schmitz talks to bartenders, like Rick Jende at the 
Libertine, to find out what they're doing to make sure their customers don't drink and drive.  Officer 
Schmitz says he's starting to see a change in the mindset of drinkers across northeast Wisconsin, but 
says the work of law enforcement is never done when it comes to keeping everyone safe.  The State 
Patrol says Saint Patrick's Day is one of their busier days of the year; with arrest numbers similar to New 
Year’s Eve and super bowl Sunday.  Last year was an above average year for OWI arrests on Saint 
Patrick’s Day.  Tomorrow morning, officers are hoping that with the education they've been doing the 
numbers this year will be the lowest ever.  According to the DOT, last year on Saint Patrick’s Day, 57 
people were stopped and 9 people were arrested for OWI. 
 
Development– topics covered under this issue include: converting an old factory to apartments; harbor 
revitalization for Kewanee; new information on the Packers Titletown District development is revealed; a 
new hotel is being built in Appleton; a new fish stream is opened up in hopes of bringing back a popular 
area fish; and momentum grows for a food co-op to open in De Pere. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  1/15/2016 



 

 

2:05  The Mirro company in Manitowoc closed its doors over a decade ago.  Now one of the former 
cookware manufacturer's buildings is being reborn.  Known as plant number 3, it will soon become 
warehouse living. It’s a 10 million dollar undertaking to create urban living space in this nearly 100 year 
old Mirro building.  A concept that has been in the works since 2013 and construction has been underway 
since November of last year.  They are converting it to 40 loft- style apartments on the upper 4 floors.  
The first floor will feature an art gallery, common space, and indoor parking.  The City of Manitowoc is 
loaning the developers 600,000 dollars for the project.  Rents will range between 300 and 750 dollars a 
month in the artist lofts.  If all goes as planned, people should be able to move in by June. 
 
Local 5 News at 6  1/21/2016 
2:05  Major changes are coming to the lakefront in Kewaunee.  The City will move forward with a harbor 
revitalization project that first started in 2007.  Governor Walker gave Kewaunee a 4.2 million dollar state 
grant to fund the project.  The waterfront development plan includes repair to 800 feet of seawall from the 
tug Ludington to the base of the pier; and plans to add a boardwalk and real estate developments.  The 
Mayor wants to bring people and dollars to the harbor of Kewaunee.  The harbor project also includes 
plans for improvements on the Kewaunee Pierhead Lighthouse.  The City of Kewaunee has already been 
in touch with a contractor to do the engineering and will approve the contract in February.  They plan on 
beginning construction in June. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  1/21/2016 
2:12  Ashwaubenon High School's auditorium was packed tonight with people wanting more answers 
about the Packers Titletown District development.  Interest came mostly from concerned neighbors who 
live near Lambeau Field and the land west of Lambeau that's set to be the Titletown District.  The 
Packers gave some new details about their plans; like a dog park that will be included as part of the 
public plaza and that construction on phase 1 of the development will begin on March 8

th
.  But for many 

residents, the Packers didn't provide enough information to ease their concerns.  As for phase 2 of the 
Titletown District development, the Packers could only say that a parking ramp may be part of the plan.  
Traffic and the height of some of buildings are already a main concern of neighbors near the development 
site.  Neighbors say that while they have these concerns about the development they are excited for what 
it will bring to the community; with year round activities and 200 jobs.  Now after hearing from concerned 
neighbors, the Village will begin making final decisions about the design plan.  
 
Local 5 News at 5  2/17/2016 
1:47  Plans are underway to build a new 95 room Courtyard by Marriott right next to an expansion of the 
Riverheath project overlooking the Fox River in Appleton.  It will have a view of the river and Telulah Park 
and being close to downtown with the convention center being built in a couple of years, the downtown 
area is going to be needing more rooms.  The new hotel plus the housing is more than 30 million dollars 
total, paid for by the developer of the Riverheath project.  The developer has had the Marriott deal in his 
pocket for more than 6 months; the spring of 2017 is when it's expected to be completed 
 
Local 5 News at 6  2/23/2016 
1:51  Good news for local anglers, a new project in Brown County will bring in more predator fish to the 
Bay of Green Bay.  Excavating began last week for a fish highway; the 137,000 dollar project aims to 
increase the Northern Pike fish population.  Northern Pike are the third biggest predator but their numbers 
took a big hit over the decades and it's because of low Bay water levels.  The plan is to lead the fish 
through streams, from the Bay of Green Bay to 300 acres of spawning wetlands that couldn't be accessed 
because of low water levels.  What many people don't know is that Northern Pike refuse to jump 
obstacles so that's why they need the by-pass; to get around the dam and continue their spawning run. 
This point in the by-pass is the fish resting area; the log give the fish cover from birds, and gets them out 
of the current for rest before continuing on their journey.  This 600 foot by-pass to Haller Creek plays a 
positive role on the entire ecosystem.  The wetlands that we can restore not only help Northern Pike, 
there's other animals that come into the wetlands and use them, like turtles, frogs, water fowl.  And 
bringing Northern Pike to the wetlands will bring dollars back to the county.  As their numbers grow so 
could the possibility of having another trophy fishery on the Bay someday.  The Northern Pike will begin 
to migrate in spring when the water temperature reaches 40 degrees. 

  



 

 

Local 5 News at 10  3/2/2016 
2:00  Those behind the development of the first co-op market in northeast Wisconsin say the project is 
gaining momentum. If all goes well, NEW Leaf Market could open for business in De Pere this fall.  Inside 
a strip mall in downtown De Pere, organizers of the NEW Leaf Market hope to build a member owned 
grocery store filled with lots of local organic and locally produced food.  The location was chosen last fall 
after 5 years of searching for a site in downtown Green Bay.  But meeting a loan requirement of providing 
50 parking spaces was difficult.  A market study of possible sights in surrounding communities was 
conducted and De Pere came out on top.  The sight which is north of ShopKo, the one with the most 
potential initially didn't sit well with some of the co-op's 900 members, but that's been addressed.  Once 
the whole history process was explained, they seem to understand and say "you guys really did try."  The 
De Pere site has lots of parking, cuts the co-ops project costs roughly in half as compared to locating in 
Green Bay and De Pere's planning director says residents here have been asking for it.  Residents 
consistently cite a grocer as the number one business they want to see in downtown De Pere.  With a 
project cost of 2.8 million dollars, fundraising is ongoing.  This coming Saturday, the cooperative is 
holding a kick start event to explain the market, answer any questions and recruit more members. 
 
Economy – topics covered under this issue include: Green Bay port stays open longer this winter to allow 
for more goods to come in; and a study begins on the viability of the aging Brown County Veterans 
Memorial Arena. 
 
Local 5 News at 6  1/14/2016 
1:47  Winter is in full swing and that means traffic at the port of Green Bay is coming to a freezing halt.  
The late start to a cold weather has kept up the demand for shipping on the local waterways.  The 
December warmth has had an effect on the shipping business, the fact that we were operating this late 
into January is a sign of the warm weather that we've had.  This is the third latest the port has been open 
into the winter season, which means an additional 8 ships were able to make it into port with an extra 20 
thousand tons of raw material. But now the ice is here and it's starting to cause problems.  One of the last 
ships coming into the port got stuck in the ice, so the Coast Guard came with an ice breaker to release it, 
and when that happens, it is the official end of the shipping season.  The total tonnage for the year is just 
under 2 million; bringing in raw materials like salt, coal and petroleum into Green Bay.  The port has an 88 
million dollar impact on northeast Wisconsin.  And the shallow ice this year means the impact will 
continue to grow into 2016.  The fact that there is such a late closure likely means that there will be an 
early opening.  Officials say the last ship of the season will be coming through the port at 7 o'clock this 
evening. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  3/11/2016 
1:55  Six months after being announced, a plan to study the aging Brown County Veterans Memorial 
complex is about to begin.  Fifty eight years ago, the Brown County Arena opened to the public; since 
then not much has changed.  Except for doors that need replacing, seats that needs replacing, and a list 
of many expensive items that have long outlived their service life.  What to do next with the arena and the 
30 year old ShopKo Hall, both owned by Brown County, should be known later this fall when government 
leaders get back the results of a study just commissioned with a local consultant, examining the future of 
this sports and entertainment complex.  Ken Wacther manages the property; his job is to program events 
here that drive economic impact.  He says he could do more with a larger, more modern space and that 
now's the time to act with the Packers Titletown District underway.  Preliminary results of the study should 
be ready by mid-summer and a final report in the fall. 
 
Education – topics covered under this issue include: state’s ACT scores drop due to measuring changes; 
students learn about Wisconsin’s agriculture business from Alice in Dairyland; and New London farm is 
donated to use for historical educational purposes. 
 
Local 5 News at 5  1/14/2016 
2:02  New information shows Wisconsin’s ACT scores have dropped from 2nd best in the nation to 9th 
worst.  According to one educator, this happened because all juniors are required to take the test not just 
the students heading to college.  Average score dropped from 22 to 20 moving the state to the 9th worst 
tied with Kentucky.  The drop was expected after the state ordered all 2014 - 2015 Juniors to take the 



 

 

ACT.  It was a legislation decision for an accountability measure for federal reporting.  All the Juniors in 
the state were required to take the same test; it didn't matter if the student was in special education 
classes or advanced placement.   The only students that don't take it are 1% of students that have 
extreme disabilities.  Now that this is the new standard, all of the state high schools are looking for 
solutions to improve the test scores.  Some universities like Lawrence don't even ask for ACT scores. 
They look at the overall student and what they have achieved in their education. 
 
Local 5 News at 12  1/29/2016 
2:22  Alice in Dairyland wears many hats, one of those is that of a teacher, and today we share a visit she 
had with a class of 4th graders in Reedsburg.  Alice in Dairyland recently paid a visit to Pineview 
Elementary School in Reedsburg, Wisconsin where she had students mapping out a healthy Wisconsin 
by naming many of the foods grown or raised across the state.  “Each and every time I give this 
presentation, a new question surprises me as to where food is coming from, and how it's grown or made, 
and why is it good for you.  So they are able to ask really intuitive questions I think that will help them in 
the future as well”, stated Teyanna Loether, Alice in Dairyland.  Students learned about our state's official 
beverage, milk: as well how milk is made into cheese.  They also learned about the diversity of fruits and 
vegetables grown in Wisconsin.  Pineview Elementary also has a school garden, which teachers credit for 
helping spark awareness about where their food comes from.  “They know that we are famous for cheese 
and dairy in our state and our cheese curds, but we rank number one for cranberries, and carrots, and we 
rank number three in the nation for potato production, so they're astounded at the diversity of Wisconsin 
agriculture.” observed Alice in Dairyland. “They are so excited to learn about Wisconsin and agriculture, 
and to fit the pieces with what they're learning in their curriculums in their classroom on a daily basis.  It’s 
been a great experience so far; they are really the inspiration for the future of Wisconsin agriculture.”  
Over the years the Alice position has expanded and with fewer and fewer youth having an actual 
connection to the farm, these educational blitzes have become more important to what the Alice program 
has become. Later this spring, Alice will be visiting 4th graders in our area again to inform them on both 
the economic and health benefits of Wisconsin agricultural products. 
 
Local 5 News at 6  3/10/2016 
1:47  A New London woman's dream to turn her family's property into a teaching site for future 
generations is about to come true.  Sandra passed away this last July, but she left this historic site that 
has been in her family for more than 100 years.  She wanted to ensure this property would remain a 
special place that the public could enjoy for future generations to come.  It’s an old farm, with a 37 
hundred square foot Victorian style house, located along the banks of the Embarrass River.  The 
property, now farmed to grow soybeans, used to be the site of a horse racing track, and home to the city 
fair in the 1800's.  Sandra wanted the property to be given to the New London Heritage Historical Society.  
That way, the 125 year old farm would be preserved; a place for students to learn about early settlers of 
this area, and for school classes to come out and learn about the history of early farming.  The Historical 
Society says they are still in the planning stages with the farm, but they hope to use the site for upcoming 
city events. 
 
Environment – topics covered under this issue include: area wetlands show signs of improvement. 
 
Local 5 News at 5  2/25/2016 
2:03  Once used for hunting and gathering, northeast Wisconsin wetlands are slowly making a comeback. 
Over a decade ago, this 40 acre wetland was restored to its natural state.  Many people don't know that 
wetlands like this provide many ecological benefits, such as habitats for fish and wildlife, but they're also 
important for improving water quality.  Wetlands are natural filters; they filter out the sediments, so that 
they don't get into our rivers and lakes.  Nearly 90% of wetlands in northeast Wisconsin have been 
drained for agricultural production.  Now experts are working to restore a number of them in this area. 
Wetlands like this are culturally important to the Oneida Nation Tribe.  It provides a gathering spot for 
medicinal plants as well as a hunting area.  There are plans to expand this wetland to reintroduce wild 
rice into this basin.  Wetlands are open to the public; you can find several around the area including Bay 
Beach Wildlife Sanctuary, or the west shore of Green Bay. 
 



 

 

Government (State) – topics covered under this issue include: Governor Scott Walker discusses 
legislative agenda and his political future. 
 
Newsmaker Sunday  1/10/2016 
A half hour news program that focused on Governor Scott Walker’s legislative agenda and his political 
future by sitting down for a one on one discussion.  There was a look back at the year 2015 and the laws 
and policies that were passed and implemented like property and income taxes that were lowered and 
there was a tuition freeze at the state universities.  Job challenges from filling the openings that require 
special skills, to getting students enrolled in those specialty classes.  His Presidential campaign was 
discussed and could he run again.  He wants to spend 2016 crossing the state and listen to people about 
the future of the state. And use this information to develop policies and changes during the rest of his 
gubernatorial term and possibly in the next term if he decides to run for Governor again. 
 
Government (Local) – topics covered under this issue include: City of Appleton acquires railroad bridges 
in order to connect walking trails; only dry municipality in the state has 2 referendums regarding the sale 
of alcohol on April’s ballot; state law takes away cities regulatory control of Cell Towers; and Appleton 
improves its water treatment. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  1/22/2016 
2:21  The City of Appleton is in negotiations with Canadian National Railroad to buy several old trestle 
bridges that haven't been used for years. It's part of a plan to link different parts of the city with a walking 
trail system.  The city is working on a 1.5 million dollar deal to link Trolley Square and Atlas Mill using a 
walking trail.  For 10 years, the City has worked to acquire the trestle along the Fox River from Canadian 
National Railroad.  The City expects to pay 500,000 dollars of the cost out of its funds and the rest is 
expected to come through a grant.  Giving people the opportunity to enjoy the waterway is worth the cost 
according to the city.  A connecting trail system will take users from entertainment areas to residential 
areas and to the downtown business district.  One reason this deal has taken so long is because 
Canadian National Railroad is worried about a trail being so close to an active track.  However, the City 
has a plan to add safety features there. It could be until 2019 by the time people will be able to enjoy the 
new trail.  The City says it's very close to having a signed deal for the trestle behind Pullman’s 
Restaurant. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  1/25/2016 
2:11  Voters in the only dry municipality in the badger state will soon have the chance to decide if 
Ephraim business owners can sell beer and wine.  A few business owners in Ephraim say it's time to 
revisit the ordinance.  They say not being able to sell any type of alcohol is keeping people from staying 
and dining in Ephraim.  The Village of Ephraim has been dry since 1853.  Two attempts by petitioners 
asking Ephraim voters to approve the sale of alcohol in 1934 and 1992 failed.  There will be two petitions 
on April’s ballot, one asks for businesses to be able to sell beer on or off the businesses' property and the 
other asks that restaurants be allowed to sell wine.  Business owners are saying that it hurts the Village to 
not allow the sale of beer and wine.  Some villagers worry that allowing the sale of alcohol would mean a 
bigger and more developed Ephraim.  Ephraim voters will vote on the two referendum questions on April 
5th.  
 
Local 5 News at 10  3/15/2016 
2:39  It was a busy night for members of the Green Bay City Council.  A piece of legislation that was 
slipped into the state budget a few years back is the reason the City Council is discussing the cell tower 
dispute tonight.  That piece of legislation was a rule change as to who regulates the building of cell 
towers.  I spoke with State Senator Dave Hansen's office today and they say when a budget is thousands 
of pages long a small addition goes unnoticed until it starts affecting communities like it's doing in Green 
Bay.  In late fall, neighbors of NEW Lutheran School on Green Bay's east side learned a cell tower would 
be built near their homes, but they found the company building the tower, SBA Communications and 
NEW had already signed a contract, and it seemed the neighbors couldn't do anything about it.  So why 
not ask the city to step in?  Because the city couldn't do anything either.  Before 2013, SBA would've had 
to give an application to the planning commission then there would've been public comment.  The rule 
change was added to the budget under the heading of Shared Revenue and Tax Relief to quote "limit the 



 

 

zoning authority of counties and municipalities by creating a standardized regulatory network."   The city’s 
planning commission still needs to approve the tower plans but the rule change says it can't disapprove 
the application based solely on aesthetic concerns, or simply because it's an eyesore.  Because of the 
2013 rule change it won't matter what the City Council voted to do tonight because it wasn't a vote to do 
anything; it was a vote to urge NEW to consider a new location, urge the DNR to see if the area is a 
wetland, and urge lawmakers to repeal the rule change. But that can't happen until the next legislative 
session next year. 
 
Local 5 News at 6  3/23/2016 
1:36  Cleaner water at better prices, that's what the people of Appleton will be getting thanks to a new 
ultra-violet disinfection system at the city's water utility.  It may be hard to tell from the outside, but the 15 
year old Appleton Water Treatment Facility has undergone a major process renovation.  A new ultraviolet 
disinfection system is now online using light energy to kill water contaminant more effectively.  It actually 
uses the same source of energy that the sun uses.  And just like you can get a sun burn, it deactivates 
micro-organisms like cryptosporidium and giardia.  The current system uses hundreds of ultra-filtration 
membranes to stop contaminant in the final stages of water treatment.  Replacing the fibers inside is time 
consuming and expensive.  The U-V system bulbs need to be replaced every 9 months to a year.  The 
initial cost for U-V is about 6 million dollars.  Replacing the membrane system would cost about 16 million 
dollars. There will also be a reduction in chemical costs from no longer having to clean the membranes.   
The economic benefits and quality improvements of the U-V filtration process provides to current 
Appleton water users can also be selling points for potential future customers from surrounding 
communities. 
 
Safety – topics covered under this issue include: tips to stay safe on the thin ice due to warm weather in 
December; Seymour changes protocols on releasing children from after school programs; snowmobilers 
warned to stay away from construction site; and carbon monoxide alarms given out by De Pere 
firefighters. 
 
Local 5 News at 6  1/5/2016 
2:12  Our warm December has left ice on local waterways thin and dangerous and the Coast Guard 
wants fishermen to be extra careful if they are heading out on the ice this winter season.  The U. S. Coast 
Guard has been keeping an eye on the condition of the ice, or lack thereof.  It’s not quite recommended 
to head out on the ice quite yet.  There is some ice frozen to the shore, but there's still a lot of open water 
the further out you get.  So walking out on the ice to fish is not a smart idea.  The Coast Guard 
recommends dressing for the water temperature, not necessarily the air temperature.   Accidents can and 
will happen.  If you do fall through the ice and you do get wet, it is best to be dressed in layers and wear a 
life jacket.  Now if you do decide to fish after we get more ice here are a few tips; check the weather and 
ice conditions before you head out; always bring a friend and use the buddy system; wear bright, layered 
clothing; and fish only where other people can see you.  Also bring a waterproof bag for a cell phone and 
a sharp tool that can help you out of the water if you fall through. 
 
Local 5 News at 10  1/14/2016 
2:08  The Seymour school district is strengthening its security and changing protocols after a 5 year old 
student was left locked outside of her home in the cold.  The child was supposed to be staying at her 
school's in house day care on Tuesday, but instead a teacher sent her home on the bus.  The Rock 
Ledge Elementary School girl was left on her own in the cold temperatures for almost an hour before her 
mom found out about the mix up and was able to make it home to her.  Right now bus drivers only have 
to wait for 4-K students to get inside their home before the driver can move on to the next stop.  The 
Superintendent is confident in the district's new checklist system, between the schools and after school 
care program.  When a child that is not where they are supposed to be, the offices will immediately be 
notified and they'll be able to go into action to find that child quickly.  The little girl was back in school 
today and is doing just fine.  No one will face disciplinary action because of the mix up.  
 
Local 5 News at 5  1/22/2016 
1:47  A popular place for snowmobilers has been blocked off because of open water.  That’s caused the 
Department of Transportation to send out a warning.  Crews are beginning to lay the foundation to create 



 

 

pillars that will support a new bridge for interstate 41 over Duck Creek.  This creates unstable ice 
conditions and blocks the Duck Creek corridor.  A lot of snowmobilers and a lot of fisherman use it to get 
from the Village of Howard into the bay of Green Bay.  The DOT says they will be working throughout the 
winter and plan on completing the interstate project late this year. 
 
Local 5 News at 6  2/24/2016 
1:53  Six members of a Michigan family died in their home last Sunday.  Authorities say all died from 
carbon monoxide poisoning.  Now De Pere fire fighters and the First Alert company are working to reduce 
that risk by giving away free c-o alarms.  Some 200 De Pere home owners are getting their smoke 
detectors checked and getting free carbon monoxide alarms.   The De Pere Fire Department estimates it 
gets 4 carbon monoxide alarm calls weekly.  Most are defective alarms, but 1 call proved c-o detectors 
are very valuable.  Fire fighters will install the carbon monoxide alarms free for as long as the supply 
lasts.  That’s good for those who don't have c-o detectors and those who may have had theirs for a while. 
The law that is in place in Wisconsin is about 5 to 7 years old, and that is about the life of a carbon 
monoxide alarm; they don't last forever.  De Pere residents can learn more about the free carbon 
monoxide alarms by contacting the De Pere Fire Department. 
 
Public Service Announcements:  In addition to the above programming WFRV broadcast public service 
announcements related to the following issues:  
 
Children: Autism – Autism speaks; Adoption – From Foster care. 
Community Issues: FEMA – Emergency Preparedness; Feeding America – Hunger Prevention; WFRV 

and Mediation Center initiative- Litigation & Justice. 
Diversity: Ad Council – Love has no labels. 
Education: Junior Achievement – Empower. 
Environment: U. S. Forest Service - Discovering Nature. 
Health: Am Heart Association-Stroke Awareness. 
Military: Wounded Warriors Support Group. 
Relationships: Humane Society of Am. – Pet Adoption; Future Without Violence – Domestic Violence 

Prevention. 
Safety: WI DOT – Cars on Ice and Winter Driving; WI DNR – Snowmobiling; Nat. Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration-Texting & Driving, Project Roadblock and Buzzed Driving. 
 
These public service announcements were broadcast at various times throughout the day. 
 


