
KIMA TV Issues/Programs List for Second Quarter 2012 

Issues List – April 1
st
 through June 30

th
   

Crime Concerns:   

Law enforcement efforts to fight crime in the Yakima Valley are a constant struggle. Financial 

issues are one reason. Police agencies prioritize their cases to investigate. Burglaries are 

common, but are not treated as a top priority.  During this quarter, we covered several stories 

tracking property crimes, violent crimes and informing the public about the most active 

neighborhoods and ways to maintain a secure home. Gang violence is another area that remains a 

concern and how the community is addressing that. Several in-depth stories were devoted to a 

Yakima Gang Sergeant under internal investigation that ultimately led to his resignation. 

Economic Concerns: 

Unemployment and economic development are significant challenges for this community during 

the struggling economy. We cover decision-making along with relevant indicators that things are 

improving or deteriorating.  There’s a growing push to promote the region’s wine industry, 

which is considered a valuable industry for tourism and commerce. New businesses are opening.  

We keep tabs to make sure that the viewer’s tax dollars are being handled appropriately. Re-

prioritizing the local airport and changing management to encourage investment has garnered 

more attention. 

Health Issues: 

State and federal budget cuts are having an impact on everything from anti-smoking programs to 

controlling the spread of sexually transmitted diseases.  Other cuts are impacting drug treatment 

programs.  Whooping cough has reached epidemic proportions in Washington. 

Education: 

Budget cuts have dealt a blow to local school districts. Faculty and administrative staffs are 

depleting and the constant pressure persists to improve dropout rates, truancy, raise test scores 

and ease overcrowding.  

  



Crime 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/2/12 

Duration: 1:20 

Description: Washington is the first state in the country to require age verification for online ads 

that promote sex-related services. The governor signed the bill among a dozen other anti-

trafficking bills. Local police hope it will make a difference.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/2/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Selah Mayor John Gawlik selected Sargent Rick Hayes for the job. The position 

opened after the mayor pushed out former chief Stacy Dwarshuis at the beginning of the year.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/2/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima's police department has six more officers to hire. That's half the jobs 

approved in the budget. The city's legal department says more police officers will lead to more 

arrests.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Investigators are looking for answers connected to a missing Sunnyside man found 

murdered. Deputies found Jose Manuel Correa's body in a ravine. They're now trying to figure 

out who killed him.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A 25-year veteran of the Yakima Police Department pleaded guilty to harassment 

charges. Officers arrested Richard Schuknecht at the end of last year for violating a no contact 

order from his estranged wife.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima City Council will vote tonight on the contract for the next police chief. It 

expects Dominic Rizzi Junior to be on the job May Seventh. His contract calls for a salary of 

about $115,000 a year.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: A local nonprofit group hopes to catch some thieves who took playground 

equipment. Toys were taken from La Casa Hogar on South Sixth Street in Yakima.   

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Three Ellensburg High School students face charges after a loaded gun turned up on 

campus Monday. All three were arrested and expelled.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: KIMA examined the issue of weapons on campus across the state to see how 

prevalent it is and how local districts stack up in comparison. There were 130 total incidents in 

Washington. The main weapon found were knives at nearly 2,000.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: KIMA tracked new information on the missing man found murdered and dumped 

on the side of the road. The county coroner says Jose Manuel Correa was not shot to death. He 

died after being beaten several times in the head.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: People in the community have pulled together to help out the non-profit 

organization that was hit by thieves. Playground equipment was stolen from La Casa Hogar. City 

council heard about the story and agreed to give 15-hundred dollars to replace it. Other 

organizations also agreed to help.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A signed contract is in place for the next police chief here in Yakima. Interim City 

Manager Michael Morales signed the copy already signed by Dominic Rizzi Junior.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A Selah teenager stood at a busy intersection wearing a sign that said "I am a thief." 

It was a punishment he agreed to after getting caught stealing jewelry from a family friend's 

house.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 



Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima's Gang Free Initiative program is still looking for a new program 

coordinator. The coordinator will be responsible for creating partnerships between the city and 

other organizations to tackle the gang problem.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Summer crime statistical analysis. Graffiti tagging and petty thefts are the least of it. 

The numbers show calls for violent crime, especially related to domestic cases, soar.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/6/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Graffiti help. KIMA got results for a Yakima woman who complained about her 

property being repeatedly hit by vandals. We first reported Maria Giedra's story in January after 

her corner lot was repeatedly tagged with graffiti. She spent hundreds of dollars to repaint it. 

Now, help arrived from the city's neighborhood services to cover the markings. Yakima police 

also plan to install a graffiti camera because of our story. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/6/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: An effort to keep crime in check seems to be making progress in Sunnyside. The 

city's Crime-free Housing Initiative got off to a slow start. It relies on landlords to be effective. 

The program has grown significantly since it started a little more than a year ago from 30 percent 

involvement to 75 percent. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/9/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A shooting near Hoover Elementary School forced the campus to go on lockdown. 

It happened at 5th Avenue and Nob Hill. Officers have three potential suspects in custody.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/9/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A Yakima man woke up and found a would-be thief in his car. A quick response 

from the neighborhood ended with a citizen's arrest. A neighbor helped out when police say the 

prowler flashed a knife. The neighbor grabbed a shovel, hit the prowler in the head and held him 

until police arrived.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/10/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: Selah City Council is meeting to confirm a new police chief. Mayor John Gawlik 

wants to give the job permanently to Interim Chief Rick Hayes. Hayes would assume the title 

immediately if approved.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/10/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: KIMA explains the limits and rules for making a citizen’s arrest. The analysis 

comes a day after a few Yakima neighbors who took the law into their own hands by tackling an 

armed thief until police arrived to arrest him.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/11/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Dog hoarding seizure. KIMA was the only news team with cameras rolling as 

Yakima Police, sheriff's deputies and animal control officers raided the building and confiscated 

almost 50 dogs. It's the third time the city removed animals from this property. The city doesn't 

plan to fine or arrest the owners. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/11/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Stabbing murder arrest. Detectives say Freddy Deleon Junior killed Angel Mendez. 

Deleon is charged with second degree murder. Police say the two got in a fight on the corner of 

6th Street and Walnut when Deleon pulled a knife and attacked Mendez. Autopsy results show 

Mendez died from getting stabbed in the heart. KIMA does a statistical analysis of violent crime 

in the same neighborhood. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/11/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Police are looking for the people behind a daytime shooting in Yakima. It happened 

near 9th Avenue and Nob Hill Boulevard. A man was shot in the back. He's expected to be ok. 

Stanton Academy went into lockdown for about 15 minutes because of the shooting. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/12/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima County Deputies are trying to find a man and a boy in connection with a 

deadly shooting near Toppenish. Investigators say they went on the run after 19-year-old Jesus 

Flores was killed Wednesday evening. It's not clear if anyone will be charged with a crime.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/12/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: The suspect in the first murder of the year in the city of Yakima made his first 

appearance in court. Freddie Deleon faces second degree murder charges for the killing of Angel 

Mendez. Police say Deleon stabbed Mendez in the heart after the two got in a fight earlier on the 

corner of 6th and Walnut Streets.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/12/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Recent murder cases have kept the Yakima County Coroner's office busy, but not 

more than usual. We checked with the coroner and found so far the number of homicides he's 

had to deal with is normal for this time of year. To date he's had eight homicide cases. Last year, 

the county handled 22 homicides. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/12/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: Sunnyside Police say a broken tail light helped prevent a drive-by shooting from 

happening. An officer pulled over a car on East Edison Road for having a broken tail light and 

not stopping at a light. The officer saw a sawed off shotgun next to the 15-year-old driver. 

Investigators say the teenager and another 15-year-old were on their way to committing a drive-

by shooting.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/12/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A grandmother appeared in court accused of trying to slit her granddaughter's 

husband's throat. 69-year-old Dalores Taylor is facing assault charges for an incident that 

happened at a Moxee funeral home. Witnesses say she was angry after learning that her 

granddaughter died of an overdose and believes her death was the husband's fault.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/13/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Selah's new police chief talks about the changes he has in mind just a few days into 

the job. Richard Hayes officially took over after the city ousted Stacy Dwarshius at the beginning 

of the year. Swapping out SUVs for more fuel efficient cars, new technology for patrol, and 

more officer training are also on Hayes' to-do list. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/13/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Tomas Villegas was sentenced for first degree murder. The victim's family and 

supporters of the killer flooded the County Jail's parking lot. Corrections officers and police 

stepped in to make sure the situation didn't get out of control. Villegas was sentenced to 26 and a 

half years in prison for killing David Duarte back in 2010.  

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/16/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: There's been a huge spike in the number of 911 hang ups with over 3,000 last month 

alone. It's costing hundreds of dollars in wasted resources. A big factor is cell phones. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Sunnyside Police opened fire on a car after they say the driver pointed a gun at 

them. Police say they’re looking for Marcus Torres. The shooting happened on South Eleventh 

Street in Sunnyside after officers tried to stop a car for a traffic violation. Police say Torres 

pointed a gun and the officer fired one round. No officers were hurt. All eight schools in 

Sunnyside were put into lockdown.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: KIMA followed the dog raid in Yakima to find out why the city had no plans to 

charge or fine the owners. We learned the city is changing course. No details yet on exactly what 

the charges will be, but state law says penalties could range from thousands in fines to time in 

jail. It could also include banning a person from owning an animal for at least two years. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A guilty plea on embezzlement charges came from the former treasurer of Yakima 

County's Republican Party. Michele Mulhair admitted to first degree theft for stealing nearly 

$5,000 from Huber Construction in Terrace Heights. Prosecutors say Mulhair worked for the 

company and used dozens of company checks for her personal expenses, but an audit found 

nothing missing from the political party.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: KIMA took action about reports of an illegal yard sale. Neighbors say it has been 

going on for almost a year. Furniture and tires are some of the things that can be seen off of state 

route 821 near the training center exit. County planners are considering whether to shut it down. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/18/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Deputies now have two suspects in custody in connection with the killing of a man 

found murdered in a ravine. Daisy Valencia and James Long were in court today facing 1st 

degree murder and robbery charges. Deputies say the two were involved in the killing of 40-year 

old Jose Manuel Correa outside of Granger.  



 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/18/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: There’s new information on the deadly shooting near Toppenish. Deputies say Jesus 

Flores was shot in the head and died after he, another man a young boy were playing with a gun.  

The boy and the man took off after the shooting. Investigators did find the boy, but they're still 

looking for the man, Hector Manuel-Hernandez.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Vandalism at East Valley's baseball field caused a game to be rescheduled. A high 

school game between Selah and East Valley Tuesday night had to be postponed because of 

damage. It's not clear who's responsible.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/19/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Deputies and school administrators take precautions regarding a violent threat at the 

West Valley School District. Years ago, a former student threatened to "shoot the school up" on 

April 20, 2012. The sheriff's office and administrators insist it's not a serious threat, but it has lot 

of parents and students worried. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/19/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: Sunnyside police now have five people in custody in connection with the brutal 

beating death of Jose Correa. Isaac Cruz, Jesse Reyes and James Long all appeared before a 

Yakima judge for first degree murder and robbery. Another suspect, Daisy Valencia, appeared in 

court facing murder charges. Police arrested a fifth suspect in the case, Marcus Torres. He's also 

the man who took off after allegedly pointing a gun at an officer.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/19/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A Yakima man accused of murder appeared before a Yakima judge asking to be 

released from custody. Richard Roberson is accused of killing his girlfriend, Felicia Brooks last 

summer at their downtown apartment. But doctors say he's now dying from a failing liver and 

only has months to live. The judge granted the release. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/20/12 

Duration: 3:00 



Description: Two people died in a murder-suicide in Yakima. Police say a man shot his mother-

in-law at her home and then turned the gun on himself at South 40th Avenue near Washington. 

Police say family members that include two young kids saw the whole thing. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/20/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A million-dollar bond has been set for the fifth suspect in the murder of a Sunnyside 

man. Marcus Torres made his first appearance in a Yakima County Courtroom. Investigators say 

Torres was involved in the beating that killed Jose Manuel Correa.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/20/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Sunnyside police are working with business owners to establish a business watch 

group to mirror neighborhood watch groups in residential neighborhoods. The organization will 

be designed to prevent crime in the businesses. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/20/12 

Duration: :45 

Description: A Yakima county jail nurse is in jail after her nine-year-old daughter got sick from a 

pot brownie she made. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/23/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: An accused killer gets out of jail after a judge decided to let him go because of his 

medical condition. Richard Roberson is charged with murdering his girlfriend. Investigators say 

he beat and strangled Felicia Brooks last summer. A judge granted his release last week because 

doctors say Roberson's liver is failing and he only has months to live.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/23/12 

Duration: :45 

Description: A graffiti problem turned up at the unfinished Lincoln Underpass here in Yakima. 

Vandals covered the length of the bridge as well as the sides.  The city says the tagging happened 

over the last couple of weeks. There are no plans to clean up the graffiti until the underpass is 

ready for drivers. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/23/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: KIMA does a statistical analysis on road rage in Yakima. Summer can be the most 

dangerous time for Yakima drivers. Road rage incidents more than double once July hits. Last 



year, there were 166 aggressive driving tickets given in January. In July, there were over 300. 

August also had a high number of incidents with over 200. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/24/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A day of deliberations came with no verdict in the trial of the man charged with 

killing a teacher's aide last year in a Taco Bell parking lot. Ivan Izazaga is charged with first 

degree murder for the shooting last summer on Eighth Street in Yakima. Yecenia Guerrero died 

after getting shot in the chest.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Jurors found Ivan Izazaga guilty of manslaughter for killing a teacher's aide in the 

restaurant's parking lot. Their decision came after more than a day of deliberations. Investigators 

say Izazaga was an accomplice in an ambush style shooting that killed 24-year-old Yecenia 

Guerrero. The suspected shooter still hasn't been caught. It's not the first-degree murder 

conviction prosecutors wanted. The jury also found Izazaga guilty on a firearm enhancement 

charge. Prosecutors say he could spend up to 13 and a half years in prison.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: There's been a sixth arrest in the Granger murder case. Officers arrested 42-year-old 

Richard Perales. They say he failed to notify police about Marcus Torres' location after the 

murder of Jose Correa. Deputies say Torres hid in a hole in the back of Perales' house after the 

killing.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description:  An analysis of crime over the first quarter in Yakima found violent crime continues 

to trend down, but the odds of having a car stolen continue to climb. Yakima police say overall 

crime is up nearly 10 percent, with an increase of almost 150 calls for the first quarter of 2012. 

Shots fired cases are down more than 50 percent. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/26/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  The accused killer released from jail early because of a medical condition died in 

the hospital. Richard Roberson was charged with murdering his girlfriend last summer. Her body 

was found strangled at their home downtown. A judge granted a request to let Roberson out early 

because doctors said his liver was failing and he had only months to live. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 4/26/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  A not guilty plea came from the Moxee woman accused of trying to slit a man's 

throat at a funeral home. Prosecutors charged Delores Taylor with attempted first degree murder. 

Witnesses say she was angry after learning her granddaughter died of an overdose. She blames 

the death on her granddaughter's husband.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/26/12 

Duration: :45 

Description:  Two people are in the Kittitas County Jail arrested in an undercover drug bust. 

Ellensburg Police say Katelynn Allen and Connor Souders sold cocaine and ecstasy to 

undercover investigators. Both face charges of delivering cocaine.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/26/12 

Duration: :45 

Description:  Ellensburg Police are investigating a possible luring case on South Sampson Street. 

Investigators say a man in a van approached a young girl. She ran away before anything 

happened.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/27/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Police arrested a Mabton High School teacher on charges he stole from someone on 

campus. Officers say they picked up language arts teacher Chad Morris for taking money from 

another school employee. Investigators won't say how much was stolen, but they recovered a 

small amount of the money. They charged Morris with third degree theft who was released on 

his own recognizance.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/27/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  A rescue shelter is trying to find whoever tied a dog and her puppies with wire and 

left them to die. Members of the Rescue Angels group found them in Grandview overnight. A 

neighbor found the dacshunds in a sack on the side of the road. The rescue group says they were 

tied up so precisely, it might have been torture.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/30/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  A man accused in a stabbing at a hotel parking lot made his first appearance in 

court. Santiago Navarrete went before a judge on an assault charge. Police arrested him after 

responding to a fight near the Red Lion Hotel. Investigators say Navarette stabbed his victim 

several times in the chest.  

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/30/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Four suspected thieves who were arrested with the help of neighbors made their first 

appearances in court. The suspects are accused of being involved several local church breakins. 

They were arrested after police officer spotted a car that matched the description of one of the 

suspects along Ahtanum Road.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/30/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Toppenish Police are looking for a burglar who beat an 80-year-old man in the head 

with a metal pipe. Police say the man and his wife were sleeping in their home on South 

Gardenia when the thief broke through the back window. The man got hit while trying to fight 

off the intruder.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  A teacher's aide in Goldendale faces charges of sexual misconduct. The school 

district fired Cheri Powers last week after allegations surfaced she had a sexual relationship with 

a high school student.   

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: 2:40 

Description: School bus drivers across the Yakima Valley took a stand. They're keeping tabs on 

the drivers who illegally pass their stopped buses. They're counting the number of drivers who 

run though their stop paddle to highlight the extent of the problem. Districts say the information 

could lead to more cameras on buses to catch violators. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 2:40 

Description: Dog hoarding in Yakima follow up. It took three weeks for a decision on charges 

stemming from a dog hoarding raid here in Yakima where officers seized 47 dogs. The city filed 

almost two dozen charges against owner Evelyn Dauenhauer. Ten of those charges are for 

animal cruelty. If convicted and given the maximum penalty for each charge, Dauenhauer could 

be fined more than $56,000 and serve up to 11.5 years in jail. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: There are new charges in the murder case of the Sunnyside man whose body was 

found in a ditch near Granger. Daisy Valencia and James Long pleaded not guilty to charges of 



first degree murder in the death of Jose Correa. Both now also face kidnapping charges. 

Investigators say Correa was kidnapped before being beaten to death.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: State troopers are paying more attention to texting while driving in Yakima County. 

The number of tickets during the first quarter of this year more than doubled compared to the 

same period last year. Troopers wrote five tickets as opposed two last year.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/3/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: An analysis of juvenile crime here in Yakima County shows a dramatic drop over 

the last five years. Felonies dropped by almost 50 percent. Juvenile cases for Yakima County 

dropped significantly down to roughly 1,100 last year. Felony cases dropped almost in half from 

604 five years ago to 320 in 2011. A needs assessment program that designed to pay more 

attention to the individual is getting some credit. They include functional family therapy, 

aggression replacement training and multi-systemic therapy. Felony recidivism dropped by 24 

percent. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/3/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Two more suspects in the Granger murder case pleaded not guilty in court. Jesse 

Reyes and Izic Cruz are accused of first degree murder in the brutal death of a Sunnyside man 

last month. Jose Correa was found murdered in a ditch near Granger. Reyes and Cruz also face 

new kidnapping charges.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/3/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Firefighters are blaming arsonists for two fires in White Swan The latest one 

happened on Curtis Street at an abandoned building. Crews let the building burn down while 

they protected nearby houses. The other arson happened on First Street also at an abandoned 

building.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A 22-year-old pregnant pizza delivery woman beaten and robbed at gunpoint. 

Police say it happened on North Sixth Street when two masked men attacked her. Yakima Police 

say this is the second pizza delivery employee robbed within the last six months. Another woman 

was robbed at gunpoint four blocks away, but the crimes are not related.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A store clerk fights back against an armed robber and it's all caught on tape. Police 

say it happened when a man walked into the Eighth Street Market in Yakima. Investigators say 

he flashed a gun and demanded cash. The clerk handed some over then tackled him. She wound 

up getting hit in the head.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Jury selection in the murder trial against the man accused of running over a woman 

with his car back in 2009 is scheduled during a pre-trial hearing for Aaron Briden. Investigators 

say he killed Shelly Kinter. Police recognized his car from surveillance video recorded close to 

where her body was found. Briden's lawyers claim it was an accident.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: :45 

Description: Another suspect pleaded not guilty to murder charges in the death of a Sunnyside 

man found dumped in a ditch. Marcus Torres is charged with first degree murder and kidnapping 

in the death of Jose Correa. Police found Correa in a drainage ditch near Granger. A sixth 

suspect, Richard Perales, also appeared on charges of hiding Torres. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Dogs are being shot and killed here in the Yakima Valley. It's happening in White 

Swan steps away from where people live. Witnesses say they saw men drive up and shoot dogs 

crossing this field owned by the Wheeler Logging Company. We called the company to find out 

if anyone knows about the issue, but never got a response.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/7/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A Goldendale high school teacher's aide pleaded not guilty today to first-degree 

sexual misconduct. Cheri Powers is accused of having a sexual relationship with a high school 

student. The school district fired her over the allegations.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/7/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Yakima swears in a new police chief. Dominic Rizzi Junior took the oath of office. 

Interim City Manager Michael Morales hired Rizzi out of almost 30 applicants.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/7/12 



Duration: 1:30 

Description: Two people hurt in a drag racing accident over the weekend. Police say 17-year-old 

Brandon Henley was racing his car down 72nd Avenue when he lost control, hit a fence, power 

pole, parked car and a tree. Police say this is the first serious accident stemming from drag racing 

in recent years. Investigators say it's becoming a problem.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/7/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima Police Department getting new radios. Malfunctioning radios in patrol cars 

have been hindering communication among officers. Some are 10 years old. A grant worth more 

than $50,000 from the department of justice called the JAG Grant will pay for replacements. 

New units cost roughly $2,800 each. YPD says some new radios will be installed in two months.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Analysis of the progress of a Yakima County program called Secure Communities 

implemented in June 2011. Every set of fingerprints taken from inmates is sent through a system 

called Secured Communities to identify violent illegal immigrants. In the last year, more than 

5,000 people were booked into Yakima County Jail. Of those, nearly 600 were identified as 

illegal aliens. A total of 126 were taken from these cells and deported.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Lance Nanamkin case hearing in court. A court evaluation will determine if the man 

accused of opening fire on Yakima Police officers is fit for trial.  Prosecutors say he got into a 

wild shootout with police where more than 70 shots were exchanged. Nanamkin got hit six 

times, including twice in the head. Investigators say he was armed with an assault rifle when he 

lead police on a chase from Toppenish in a stolen car.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: An arson in White Swan marks the fourth such fire there in six days. The latest 

happened at an abandoned home. It took crews two hours to get it under control. There have 

been no arrests for any of the fires. However, investigators say they have at least two people of 

interest and descriptions of a couple of cars.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima County Sheriff’s Office proposed shooting range in Terrace Heights draws 

fire. Neighbors are up in arms about a proposed outdoor shooting range near their homes. The 

Yakima County Sheriff's Office wants to turn property near the Terrace Heights Landfill into a 



training facility. It would include two outdoor shooting ranges. Shooting would be allowed at all 

times of the day and night. Plans call for installing dirt barriers up to 20 feet tall to cut the noise, 

but neighbors don't think it's enough.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Using sign language program to get kids out of gangs. YPD says the majority of 

Yakima's troubled youth, have only had negative experiences with police. One officer started up 

the sign language class to teach a new skill. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/9/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A woman who fought off an attacker during an armed robbery at work shares her 

story. Surveillance video of the robbery at the Eighth Street Market last week shows the clerk 

trying to stop the intruder. She wound up being hit with a gun.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/9/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A guilty verdict came for a man charged with peeping on two women inside a 

store's dressing room in Union Gap. A judge convicted Nomorio Hernandez on two counts of 

voyeurism and sentenced him to eight months in jail. Hernandez spied on two women using a 

dressing room in Rue 21.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/9/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Sunnyside leaders are taking a stand against gang crime by starting up a gang free 

initiative there. The new initiative is a proposed ordinance. Leaders hope to focus on gang 

prevention and intervention programs to help keep middle school-aged kids from entering into 

gangs.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/9/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: The Yakima Police Department looks at ways to limit expenses to meet the tight 

budget while maintaining public safety. A volunteer group called The Explorers is one program 

being implemented. Volunteers know how to make an arrest, handle a high risk stop, and what to 

look for in Yakima's worst neighborhoods. The Explorers are not armed and don't have arrest 

authority, but the majority do go on to have some type of career in law enforcement. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: A follow up of the dog hoarding investigation in Yakima. The judge in the case 

entered a not guilty plea on behalf of Evelyn Dauenhauer. The charges include 10 counts of 

animal cruelty, nine counts of owning a pitbull, and two charges for not having a pet license. 

Dauenhauer faces up to 11 years in jail if convicted on all charges 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A follow up of survey into drivers who illegally pass stopped school buses. Several 

school districts across the country took part in a national survey to keep tabs on drivers who don't 

obey the stop sign paddles. The Wapato School District recorded two drivers passing illegally on 

that day. Selah's district counted one. We have not heard from the other districts.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A follow up of the proposed outdoor shooting range and training facility the 

Yakima County Sheriff's Office wants in Terrace Heights. It’s the deadline to submit written 

comments for or against the plan. A neighbor collected dozens of signatures from people who 

oppose it. They worry about noise and the impact the shooting range could have on property 

values. Right now, deputies practice their shooting at the Yakima Training Center.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: An analysis of the latest crime figures for Yakima compared to the state of 

Washington. Odds of being a crime victim are down by 15 percent here in Yakima, with both 

violent and property crime continuing to drop. Yakima's crime rate comes in around 60 for 2011 

for every 100,000 residents. That's down from 71.5 in 2010. While much higher than both Pasco 

and Bellevue, it’s similar to Seattle and well below Spokane. One crime that did go up is auto 

theft. Yakima Police say it’s been soaring in 2012. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A closed door meeting at Yakima City Hall was the first in the process to determine 

whether Sergeant Erik Hildebrand can return to police duties. Hildebrand's been on leave with 

pay since March while the city wraps up its internal investigation. It's the third investigation into 

his activity in a year. There's no indication when the city will decide. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Luring incident investigated in Moxee. Police say a man in a pickup truck honked 

his horn and called out to a young boy walking on Postma Road. It was an attempt to get the boy 

to walk to the truck. Officers say the man drove away when the boy ignored him.  



 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A one-man volunteer effort is coming on board to help the Yakima Police 

Department get a handle on shoplifting. Preston Brown is coming out of retirement to work part-

time for no pay. Brown will come in once a week to help the department process shoplifting 

reports. YPD deals with about 30-thousand cases a year. Detectives say they don't have enough 

time to get to all of them.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Public defender caseload limits will be expensive for the city of Yakima. A rule 

being decided by the State Supreme Court limits how much work public defenders can do. It 

would force the city to spend a lot more on lawyers. Currently, the city contracts five public 

defenders who handle more than 4,000 cases a year, roughly 800 each. That could be limited to 

400 a year if a new rule takes effect as expected. The city's current contract of almost $500,000 a 

year could jump by another $1 million at least. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: The Yakima Police Department hired six of the 12 officers approved by City 

Council. The department says two more candidates will be formally offered jobs next week to 

bring that number to eight. It's working to fill an additional two spots left open by retirements. 

The city hopes to have all of the new officers in place by the end of the year.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: :45 

Description: Police need help finding four intruders who broke into a home here in Yakima and 

tied up two people. Officers tracked down two cars they say were stolen during the robbery. 

Police recovered the cars off of Midvale and North Fourth Avenue. Detectives say they also got 

away with money and jewelry from the home invasion on North Seventh Street. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: Police responded to another robbery here in Yakima. Officers say a man approached 

a woman from behind as she headed into work at the Bakery Outlet on North Fourth Avenue. 

They say he hit her in the head as she carried a bank bag with about $100.   

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 1:30 



Description:  Yakima hosts some intense K-9 police training for the first time as part of the 

Pacific Northwest Police Detection Dog Association Conference. Officers came from Alaska, 

British Columbia and other parts of the Northwest.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A new jail with a $15 million price tag opened in Toppenish. It's a tribal facility that 

also has a rehabilitation center. Tribal council and corrections officers say inmates will leave the 

jail as better people. Yakama Nation will hire 24 new correction officers to operate the jail. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A 73-year old man appeared before a Yakima judge accused of trying to hire a hit 

man. Investigators say Gerald Shafer tried to hire someone to kill his daughter-in law. Deputies 

say he offered a man 25-hundred-dollars and a pistol to do the job. That man turned out to be an 

undercover deputy.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Crime lab testimony presented in the Aaron Briden trial. Briden is accused of 

killing a woman and running over her with his car. His attorney says the forensics testimony will 

likely wrap up in a day. Briden faces murder charges for the death of Shelly Kinter in 2009.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A man accused of murder and attempted murder in two separate cases appeared 

before a judge. Stephen Burgess was serving time in Virginia when he was called back to 

Yakima. He's wanted in connection to a murder and attempted murder. Court documents indicate 

Burgess is accused of killing Lenard Cohenour in 2009 and tried to kill another man.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: Retired Yakima police officer, Preston Brown, went back to work on the force as a 

volunteer to help tackle shoplifting cases. He's now taking on a detective role and will work one 

day a week.  Shoplifting cases typically wind up on the backburner in favor of more serious 

cases.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/17/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima Police are looking for someone who shot a man in broad daylight. It 

happened on Pine Street between Third and Fourth Streets. The victim was taken to the hospital 

with minor injuries. Police say it's likely gang-related because the victim was not cooperating 

and was using gang signs. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/17/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: An analysis of the stolen car problem in Yakima. Police statistics show that car 

thefts continue to rise while other crimes are dropping. There were 108 cars stolen in Yakima in 

March and April. That's up from 77 in January and February combined. Police say there have 

been a total of 650 thefts reported in Yakima so far this year. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Someone broke into a secure office Union Gap's temporary City Hall. Workers say 

nothing seems to be missing. Intruders did have access to financial documents.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/18/12 

Duration: 5:00 

Description: A decision whether to discipline a Yakima police sergeant could come at any time. 

It would be the conclusion of two internal investigations into Sergeant Erik Hildebrand. The city 

has kept quiet about the cases surrounding the gang unit sergeant. There have been nine internal 

investigations into Hildebrand’s performance in 12 years. The allegations range from tasing 

inmates to having sex with a woman while in custody. 

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/21/12 

Duration: 4:00 

Description: A sergeant with the Yakima Police Department is no longer on the force. Erik 

Hildebrand resigned from YPD. He stepped down before the city decided on any punishment for 

its latest investigation. He was the subject of 9 internal investigations in 12 years. Hildebrand 

spent more than 15 years on the force. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/22/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Prosecutors are getting tougher sentences in drive-by shooting cases by going a 

different way when it comes to filing charges. They aren't pursuing the specific drive-by 

shooting charge. Those convictions carry a maximum ten-year sentence. Prosecutors can get 

more out of a first degree assault charge instead. A guilty verdict on a violent assault can bring 

up to a life sentence. Prosecutors see it as one way to get tough against gangs.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/22/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A follow up on the video chatting system for Yakima County inmates. The Skype-

like video conferences began about two years ago. Jail administrators say it's a way to guarantee 

visits with relatives. They also say it cut back on contraband like weapons and drugs getting into 

the jail.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/22/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Police are investigating a third case of arson in Ellensburg. The latest fire started 

just before midnight outside a home on the 500 block of west Eleventh Avenue. No one was 

hurt. Crews put it out before there was any significant damage to the home. Police think the fire 

might be connected to two other arsons in the same neighborhood over the last month and a half.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/22/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: Police are looking for the driver of a hit and run accident who drove into a 

motorcycle. It happened near 38th Avenue and Tieton Drive. Witnesses say a man in a white van 

took off after hitting the motorcycle.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/23/12 

Duration: 2:40 

Description: FBI agents raided the home of a Yakima man who died earlier in the month. 

Investigators won't say why they went to Dan Gaub's home only that it's part of "one or more 

searches in support of an active and ongoing investigation." Several people have come forward 

claiming to be victims and robbed by Gaub in an alleged Ponzi scheme. The motorcycle accident 

that killed Dan Gaub remains under investigation. The county coroner is still waiting on 

toxicology reports. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/23/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima is cracking down on underage drinking at bars. Jackson's on 48th Avenue 

once led the state in the most tickets for servings to minors. Suzie’s on First Street was number 

three in the state for the same issue. That changed after a crackdown from YPD codes and the 

liquor control board. Since December, both bars have fallen below 20 violations. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/23/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A former Yakima cop is fighting to keep his own credentials. Sergeant Erik 

Hildebrand resigned while under an internal investigation. Hildebrand's ability to work as an 

officer again is now in the hands of the state. The Washington State Criminal Justice Training 

Commission will review whether he can keep his credentials. The city of Yakima sent his 

material to the commission. There's no word when a decision will be made. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/23/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A check on the progress of the crime stoppers program in schools around the 

Yakima Valley. Eisenhower High School claims success with more anonymous tips and arrests 

this year than ever before. Now, other schools around the valley plan programs like it. 



Sunnyside, Granger and Grandview schools all decided to begin a similar program in their high 

schools next year. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/24/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Horses found starving in Buena. Their ribs and hip bones are visible. This isn't the 

first time the Yakima County Sheriff's Office has been out to the property. Animal Control got 

permission from the property owner to give all but one of the horses to a rescue group. The 

owners could be fined up to a thousand dollars per horse. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/24/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: A follow up on the FBI raid of a home in Yakima belonging to a man who died 

earlier this month. Federal agents won't say why they're investigating Dan Gaub's home. The 

U.S. Attorney's Office says search warrant documents for this case are sealed for now. A few 

people are claiming to be victims of an investment scam run by Dan Gaub. He was an 

independent foreign exchange investor. Victims say they lost thousands of dollars in the high-

risk investments.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Update on the Dan Gaub death investigation and his financial state under 

investigation by the FBI. The IRS placed two liens on property owned by Dan Gaub last July. 

That's ten months before federal investigators raided the home on Englewood this week. 

Employees with the Yakima County auditor's office say the liens specify a couple of post office 

boxes, but no specific address. One lien is for a little more than $7,500 and the other lien is for 

$167,000.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Ivan Izazaga will spend 13 years in prison for his role in killing a teacher's aide 

outside a Yakima Taco Bell. A jury convicted Izazaga's of manslaughter for the shooting death 

of 24-year-old Yecenia Guerrero. Izazaga was only an accomplice, but detectives haven't found 



the actual shooter. Guerrero's family is happy with the 13-year sentence. Izazaga's punishment is 

the top range for a manslaughter conviction.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: One of America's Most Wanted is back in Yakima. Police in Mexico captured Jose 

Ayala last fall. He'd been wanted for murdering his girlfriend back in 2008. Part of the 

extradition agreement included a cap on his sentencing range if found guilty of second degree 

murder. Ayala made his first court appearance in Yakima.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A guilty verdict for a local man convicted of heading up a large marijuana grow 

operation has been overturned. Jose Ruiz-Alcala will now go on trial for a third time after this 

decision. The trial judge tossed the conviction based on a lack of sufficient representation. 

Yakima County prosecutors say it's the first time a lower court judge here threw out a case like 

this.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A police standoff blocked Sixteenth Avenue and Tieton Drive for half an hour. 

Police responded to reports a teenager was aiming a pellet gun at traffic. The kid got away. 

Police took several others into custody for questioning, but eventually released them. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/29/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: A suspected arsonist accused of setting five fires in White Swan made his first 

appearance in court. Yakima County Deputies arrested Roy Carrizal after following leads from 

the community. Court documents indicate Carrizal showed up in a store's surveillance video 

walking near where the first fire started earlier this month.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 5/29/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: A Yakima County judge set bail at $100,000 for two Moxee parents accused of 

giving drugs to their children. Christopher and Kimberley Olson were legal guardians of the 

children involved. Police say a runaway teenager admitted using methamphetamine with the 

mother at least five times.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 4:25 

Description: Fewer guns are being taken off the street here in Yakima. YPD officers confiscated 

hundreds of them last year. They're on pace to collect less than half that in 2012. Police say 

violent crime is down overall in Yakima.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 2:05 

Description: Calls for graffiti clean-up not being answered. We checked with city codes 

enforcement and found out there's a backlog from a high volume of calls for graffiti and 

overgrown yards. Officers are a week behind.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 1:35 

Description: A new program from the Yakima Police Department is saving thousands of dollars 

and getting results. It's called Crime Free EZ Tracking. It’s an upgrade from the old crime free 

housing system that used paper and pen to write up complaints at apartments. Now, everything is 

tracked online. 

 
  

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/31/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: A 19-year-old Yakima man is in jail charged with a gang shooting. Police 

responded to a shots fired call after midnight on the 600 block of North 16th Avenue. They 

found a 37-year-old man shot in the leg. Paramedics took him to the hospital with a serious, but 

not life-threatening injury.  

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/31/12 

Duration: 1:05 

Description: A drive-by shooting landed two gang members from Toppenish behind bars. 

Officers responded to a robbery at the Roadrunner convenience store in Wapato. Then, they 

responded to a shooting five minutes later on the 4500 block of North Track Road. No one was 

hurt there.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/31/12 

Duration: 2:05 

Description: Union Gap authorities are checking whether a former employee under investigation 

for embezzling from a business stole anything from the city. Anita Hoxie worked for Union Gap 

as payroll clerk for almost two months before being fired earlier this month. Yakima Police say 

she's under investigation for embezzling from her previous job. Metal Benders of Yakima says it 

fired Hoxie in February for taking at least $20,000.   

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/1/12 

Duration: 2:15 

Description: Violent crime is up in Union Gap. They increased five times in 2011 compared to 

2010. There were 12 robberies last year compared to two in 2010. Car theft is also on the rise. 

Police investigated 32 cases in 2010 and more than 50 in 2011. Other violent crimes like rape 

and assaults were also up in 2011.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/1/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: Investigators are looking for an arsonist who set fire to some haystacks at a dairy 

farm in the Lower Valley. Firefighters think the fire at DeRuyter Dairy in Outlook is the work of 

an arsonist because it started at the end of the haystack that faced the road. This is the second 

case within a week of an arsonist targeting straw piles.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/4/12 

Duration: 1:05 



Description: Police are still looking for the criminals who shot up a home in Union Gap over the 

weekend. A 12-year old boy was hurt by a bullet. The targeted home is on Cornell Street.  Two 

cars were also targeted.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Toppenish police are looking for the man who tried to rob a homeowner. 

Investigators say the thief knocked on the door of a home on Adams Avenue, demanded cash 

and pistol whipped the homeowner.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/5/12 

Duration: 1:40 

Description: A police chase involving a driver who pulled a gun on an off-duty officer came to a 

messy end when the car crashed into a Yakima home. That crash happened near 18th street and 

Mead Avenue. No one inside the house was hurt, but several people were home at the time.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/5/12 

Duration: 1:05 

Description: Two teenage boys are in custody after police say they opened fire on a moving car. 

Police say the 13 and 15-year-old stole a woman's idling car along North 3rd Avenue. Her 

boyfriend got in his car and chased them. Police say both teenagers started shooting at him 

before crashing. Officers arrested the driver immediately. They found the other suspect hiding in 

a bush a little later.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/5/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Some homeowners found a surprise waiting for them in Yakima. They came across 

two burglars in the act. It happened on 56th Avenue. Both ran off, but Yakima police officers 

caught them four blocks away. Police say it's rare to solve a case like this so quickly.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/5/12 



Duration: 2:10 

Description: An unusual case of vandalism at Wapato High School sparked a criminal 

investigation. Someone recorded video of a llama inside the school cafeteria. Administrators say 

some students left the animal there sometime on Sunday and spotted it Monday morning. School 

authorities think several students were involved. A trophy case and a snack machine were also 

vandalized. Animal control officers took the llama.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/5/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: A motel with a troubled reputation in Yakima is trying to change its image. Work is 

being done to correct problems at the All Star Motel on North First Street. The new owners want 

to get off of the city's Chronic Nuisance list. Despite a drop in police calls, the All Star Motel 

remains on Yakima's Chronic Nuisance List. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/6/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: A man wanted for murdering his girlfriend in Montesano has been caught in our 

area. Witnesses saw Eugene Elkins take off from the crime scene before deputies arrived. It was 

thought he could be on his way to the Yakima area or Oregon. Elkins has ties to Wapato. That's 

where investigators tracked him down.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/6/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: A dozen new state laws against human trafficking are about to take effect. The laws 

cover several areas. They let counties establish specialized courts for juvenile gang members. 

One measure tries to limit sex-trafficking online through advertisements. Another gives victims 

the right to sue their traffickers.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/8/12 

Duration: 1:05 

Description: Tribal police and the Yakima County Sheriff's Office are cracking down on drunk 

drivers. There will be DUI emphasis patrols in the Harrah and White Swan areas. That's to go 

along with Treaty days.  



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/11/12 

Duration: 4:30 

Description: A 16-year-old boy is being questioned after a brush fire damaged two homes and 

came dangerously close to several others in Selah. Police are trying to determine if this was 

arson. No one was hurt. Witnesses told detectives they saw the boy light the fire. The Selah 

Police Department is investigating.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/11/12 

Duration: 1:10 

Description: The victim of a drive-by shooting over the weekend in Sunnyside has been 

stabilized while being treated at a Seattle hospital. The drive-by happened Saturday night at the 

intersection of Sixth Street and Lincoln Avenue. Witnesses say Angel Perez was sitting at the 

intersection when another car pulled up and fired shots. Police say the shooting was gang-related. 

No one has been arrested in connection with the shooting.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/11/12 

Duration: 1:35 

Description: A jury is in place to hear the murder trial of Matthew Leonard. Leonard's accused of 

stabbing Jason Linder to death after a fight outside of Arty's Bar last year. Leonard's charged 

with second degree murder. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/12/12 

Duration: 3:45 

Description: Ongoing issues with a crime-tracking website the public can use from home 

prompted Yakima County to switch to a new program called Crime Reports months ago. There's 

an issue with it as well. KIMA checked the site and found no crimes reported for the last 7 days. 

In fact, KIMA covered a car theft on 3rd Street during that time. We learned the system is 

automated. The data from YPD and other agencies is sent to a computer here at the sheriff's 

office. After our calls, the county checked the computer and ended up sending the data manually. 

It's working now. All crimes from the last three days are there.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/12/12 

Duration: 1:50 



Description: Investigators say a 15-year old boy playing with a lighter accidentally started the 

fire. The teenager will be charged with reckless burning. Investigators say the boy tried to warn 

neighbors once the fire started to spread.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/12/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A not guilty verdict for the murder suspect accused of killing a man and hiding his 

body under a porch back in 2010. A jury acquitted Sebastian Looney of premeditated murder. 

However, the judge declared a mistrial regarding a robbery charge and two lesser murder 

charges. Looney says he shot Gary Snell in self-defense. No word whether prosecutor's plan to 

re-try Looney.      

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/13/12 

Duration: :50 

Description: Prosecutors plan to review the charges against Sebastian Looney and have two 

weeks for file for a new trial. On Tuesday, a jury acquitted Looney of the most serious charge of 

premeditated murder for the death of Gary Snell. The judge declared a mistrial after the jury 

couldn't reach a decision on two lesser murder charges and a robbery charge.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/13/12 

Duration: 3:00 

Description: A new program from the Yakima Police Department is saving thousands of dollars 

and getting results by targeting the cleanup of troubled apartments. Yakima's Crime Free 

Housing Program works with tenants to inform them about activity at their complexes. But their 

system of communication was weeks behind. They had officers filling out papers by hand and 

mailing them. A new program called Crime Free EZ Tracking allows them to do everything 

online. Getting these complaints used to take up to a week to get to YPD and another 7 to 10 

days to make to renters. Now, with these new emails it only takes minutes. The new system also 

saves thousands of dollars a year in postage. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/14/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: Drinking alcohol in public in Yakima goes on with very little recourse. It's against 

the law to have an open container in the city. Violators who get caught wind up with a $94 ticket. 



However, police aren't writing a lot of them despite the evidence. Officers issued 17 tickets last 

year. That's a fraction of the people who are actually breaking the law.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/14/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A man was seriously hurt after he was shot in the Safeway parking lot on Fifth 

Avenue. Police are looking for a man in his thirties. It's not clear if the shooting was gang-

related. Investigators say the victim suffered life-threatening injuries.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/15/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Police released a surveillance photo of the suspect in the Safeway parking lot 

shooting. The picture was taken minutes before the shooting in the parking lot on Fifth Avenue. 

Police don't know his name. Police say it started over an argument between two men over a cell 

phone. Jaime Partida was shot twice. Partida is now in serious condition. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/15/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Yakima's Gang-Free Initiative continues to move forward. Steve Magallan 

Consultancy will work with the initiative to coordinate the services. The city contracted 

Magallan's firm to help create partnerships and implement ideas included in the action plan. It 

will also make sure resources are being used efficiently to fight gangs.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/18/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: Yakima's old narcotics task force says the partnership with the DEA is working to 

keep drug dealers behind bars longer. Major drug busts aren’t as common, but there are still 

about two to three drug-related incidents a week in Yakima County. YPD says criminals who 

used to serve one to two years on a drug arrest could now face 10 years behind bars because of 

the partnership. The DEA involvement means suspects can be prosecuted on tougher federal 

charges.  

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/18/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A court appearance for the man suspected of opening fire in a Safeway parking lot 

last week. Investigators say Anastacio Lepe shot a man twice in an argument over a cell phone 

then took off in his car. Lepe surrendered to police over the weekend. He now faces a charge of 

felony assault. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/18/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: A break-in at a Union Gap business got worse when the building went up in flames. 

Union Gap firefighters responded to Tidricks Transmission when a fire started in the office. The 

owners say sheet rock kept it from spreading. The crooks got away with checks, employee 

information and two cars in the shop. Investigators say they have no suspects at this time. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Yakima is responding to concerns about ripoffs in "cash for gold" transactions and a 

jump in gold getting stolen. City council could pass an ordinance to give city prosecutors more 

authority by adopting stricter state standards for these transactions. It would require more 

paperwork for every sale. Gold and other valuables involved would stay in town for 30 days after 

the deal.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/18/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Yakima sees a recent spike in violent crime with 15 gun incidents in less than two 

weeks. The three most recent include a shooting over a cell phone in the 5th Avenue Safeway 

parking lot. The next night, police said a 27-year-old woman was shot near Lincoln and Custer 

Avenues. She was hit three times in the neck and upper torso. Roughly 24 hours later, shots rang 

out on the 700 block of West Mead. The victim was hit in the thigh. It's the only one of the three 

recent cases police confirm was gang related. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 3:30 



Description: A SWAT standoff ensues after a shooting that injured one man. The shooting 

suspect is believed to be on the run. The victim is expected to be okay. Police surrounded a home 

near 27th Avenue and Clinton Way. Police sent in tracking dogs to get him. They say he got in 

the house through an open garage.  Officers did a sweep of the home, but didn't find him. The 

identities of both the suspect and victim are being withheld. Detectives say the shooting doesn't 

appear to be gang-related. They say it happened over a drug deal. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 1:10 

Description: There will be another trial for Sebastian Looney. Looney was acquitted of 

premeditated murder charges in the shooting death of Gary Snell back in 2010 and hiding his 

body under his porch. There was a mistrial regarding a robbery charge and two lesser murder 

charges. Looney says he shot Snell in self-defense. A re-trial for first degree murder, 2nd degree 

murder and 2nd degree robbery charges is scheduled to happen at the end of next month. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A homeowner in Grandview surprised some burglars.  Investigators say the man 

came home to his house on Avenue E and discovered two burglars inside grabbing electronics. 

That's when they tried to take off. The homeowner then tried to chase and fight them, but they 

got away.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 3:00 

Description: Crime analysis on the murder rate in Yakima and Yakima County. So far, the 

numbers are down in both the county and the city this year. From January to May In 2010, the 

county saw 14 murders. That jumped to 26 by the end of the year. In 2011, it went from 13 to 22. 

There have been nine murders in the first five months of this year. The city of Yakima saw a 

similar trend. In 2010, there were a total of 14. That fell to six in 2011. So far in 2012, YPD has 

handled two murder cases.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 1:25 



Description: The man arrested in connection with a shooting at a Safeway parking lot is being 

released from jail. Yakima County prosecutors confirm they decided not to charge Anastacio 

Lepe. Police say Lepe shot Jaime Partida in a dispute over a cell phone. Lepe's lawyer claims his 

client acted in self defense when Partida stole the cell phone and reached for something that 

could be a gun. Yakima detectives say the decision not to press charges came before they could 

talk to the victim. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 3:25 

Description: A new scam popped up in Yakima that's taking renters for a ride. People are 

breaking into vacant homes, changing the locks and renting them to innocent people. Yakima 

police stormed a home on North 11th Avenue to deal with the family inside the city says is 

squatting on the property. The family insists it entered a lease in December and pays $600 a 

month in rent. The problem is the “landlord” on the lease isn’t the homeowner. The real owner 

lives in Ohio and thought the home was vacant. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: New details on the investigation into a former YPD sergeant. KIMA received the 

complete internal investigation on Erik Hildebrand. It outlines inappropriate interactions with a 

prostitute. The documents indicate Hildebrand admits sending her sexually suggestive text 

messages and they spent time together at a hotel. YPD investigators determined he violated more 

than seven department rules and asked for him to be fired. Hildebrand resigned under pressure.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 3:10 

Description: The Yakima transit center is a hot spot for crime. Last year, police got called to the 

center on South Fourth Street more than 130 times. Most calls were for fights, drugs and 

loitering. It grew to the point where Yakima police assigned an officer to the transit center and 

surrounding areas.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 2:00  



Description: A drug deal gone bad left one man with a gunshot wound to the leg and sent the 

shooter hiding out in a home. That set off a two-hour exhaustive search and a standoff, but the 

gunman was nowhere to be found. Police say the circumstances surrounding the incident and not 

finding the suspect are rare, but that they handled the situation correctly to minimize the risk to 

public safety. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/21/12 

Duration: 5:15  

Description: In depth coverage of the investigations into YPD Gang Sergeant Erik Hildebrand 

that ended with his resignation. They include text messages and racy pictures of a prostitute. 

Police documents indicate Hildebrand's trouble began with the arrest of a prostitute and her 

pimp. The officers involved in the sting took a laptop computer for evidence. Records from the 

internal review say Hildebrand went through the laptop without a search warrant and looked at 

racy pictures of the prostitute used to advertise her services. Hildebrand was investigated nine 

times. He still had another investigation pending after this one. It's now closed because he 

resigned. This last investigation started after fellow officers noticed the unusual text. They then 

informed their superiors who looked into it further. YPD Chief Dominic Rizzi says he will use 

outside training to help prevent other incidents. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/21/12 

Duration: 3:35  

Description: The attorney for the man arrested in connection with a shooting in a Safeway 

parking lot is revealing more about his client's side of what happened. Anastacio Lepe was 

released from Jail after prosecutors chose not to file charges against him. Detectives said lepe 

shot Jaime Partida after an argument over a cell phone. Lepe's attorney says Partida stole Lepe's 

phone and was trying to get money for it. Lepe did have a concealed weapons permit. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/21/12 

Duration: 2:05  

Description: A Tacoma man convicted of killing a Yakima woman and running her over with a 

car received a life sentence. Aaron Briden was found guilty of aggravated first degree murder 

last month for the death of Shelly Kinter. Kinter's body was discovered in an alley. Briden was 

also convicted of rape and robbery 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 6/21/12 

Duration: 1:00  

Description: Jury deliberations are underway in the trial against the man accused of killing a man 

after a bar fight last year. Matthew Leonard is accused of stabbing Jason Linder outside Arty's 

Tavern on Fruitvale. He's charged with second degree murder. Leonard could face up to 17 years 

in prison if convicted.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/21/12 

Duration: 1:00  

Description: A man police say has scammed dozens of people in Yakima is in jail. Officers say 

Johnny Brown was arrested for indecent exposure. Police say he has more than 20 complaints 

filed against him this year alone. We spoke to at least three of his victims who say he took cash 

for odd jobs and took off.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/22/12 

Duration: 2:00  

Description: A guilty verdict comes down against the man involved in a deadly bar fight. Jurors 

convicted Mathew Leonard of second degree murder. He stabbed Jason Linder to death last year 

outside Arty's Tavern. Leonard was acquitted of intentional second degree murder.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/22/12 

Duration: 1:40  

Description: Continuing coverage of the Yakima police sergeant whose inappropriate conduct 

cost him his job. Erik Hildebrand will be allowed to keep his arresting credentials for at least two 

years. The Washington State Criminal Justice Training Commission says that's standard 

procedure for any officer who leaves the force. Hildebrand's credentials can be taken away if the 

Yakima Police Department requests a hearing to revoke them.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/25/12 

Duration: 3:20  

Description: Graffiti and other cases of vandalism are slowing down in Yakima. An analysis of  

police records found a 40-percent drop over the last four months. Yakima's Gang Free Initiative 



is trying to deal with the problem. It's working to open a community center in September with 

hope it will make a dent in these crimes.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/25/12 

Duration: 3:35  

Description: An analysis of the number of police officers on the streets. Selah and Union Gap are 

staffed well above the Western average. They have almost two officers for every thousand 

people. Yakima falls below that number. YPD responded to more than 24,000 calls since the 

beginning of this year that handled by the city's 145 officers. That's about 1.5 officers per 1,000 

people. YPD would need to hire 19 more officers to get to the region average of 1.8 officers. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/26/12 

Duration: 3:35  

Description: Police are no closer to finding a killer who opened fire on a family in Yakima. A 

43-year-old man died on his front porch along Cherry Avenue. His two children were also shot.  

David Silva was shot in the head and killed. His 23-year-old son was hit in the arm and his19-

year-old daughter was shot in the face. Both of them survived. Police say the 19-year-old 

daughter has some connections to gangs. Investigators are looking for a person of interest to 

question, but no arrests have been made. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/26/12 

Duration: 1:15  

Description: Yakima county prosecutor's office is now reviewing open cases involving Erik 

Hildebrand to see if any need to be dismissed. Attorneys are reviewing them right now on a case-

by-case basis. So far, no cases have been flagged. Hildebrand was the subject of several internal 

investigations and resigned under scrutiny.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/27/12 

Duration: 2:10  

Description: A hostage situation involving two teenage girls ended quickly when the suspect 

surrendered to police. Police surrounded the home near 32nd and Englewood Avenues for about 

20 minutes before Kody Swearngin gave himself up. Investigators say he's a wanted felon who 

was carrying a gun.   



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/27/12 

Duration: 1:45  

Description: Police arrested the man they say started five fires in Ellensburg since April. 

Investigators say Zacharu Vantuyl fire to the first United Methodist Church on Ruby Street. It 

burned the church's community clothing center and all its donations. Police think Vantuyl also 

started fires at a food bank, two homes and a barn at the fairgrounds.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/27/12 

Duration: 1:25  

Description: Yakima police identified the two victims who survived a gang shooting. They are 

19-year-old Monica Silva and 23-year-old Robert Silva. Their father David Silva was killed in 

the shooting. Detectives say the woman has gang connections might have been the target. No 

arrests have been made.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/28/12 

Duration: 2:25 

Description: Domestic violence calls are climbing in Yakima as YPD deals with a manpower 

shortage. Officers already responded to more than a thousand calls this year. That's an average of 

six a day with six officers on a given shift to respond. YPD sends multiple officers in separate 

cars to handle a domestic situation out of necessity. More than one domestic all can tie up 

officers when other emergencies arise. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/29/12 

Duration: 1:05 

Description: The Yakima Trolley Association plans to install security cameras to keep valuable 

metal out of the hands of thieves. The cameras will go around the yard on South Third Avenue. 

It's a response to recent burglaries on the property.  

 

Economy 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/2/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Average gas prices here in Yakima continue to move past four dollars a gallon. 

AAA's latest numbers put the average at $4.04. That's up 8-cents from the week before.  



 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima found a new use for the wastewater flushed down toilets and drains. The 

city's installing heavy machinery to meet tougher guidelines from the Department of Ecology. 

The city will convert phosphorous into fertilizer and make some money in the process.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A lot of people here in the Valley are holding on to older cars. While car sales 

nationally are rebounding, Yakima isn't seeing the same increase. Local dealers say new and 

used car sales are steady with last year.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: :20 

Description: Unemployment benefits will be cut as expected because more people are working 

here in Washington. These changes take effect after April 21st. The maximum number of weeks 

people can get benefits will drop from 99 to 73.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 1:20 

Description: Dozens of workers who are part of the construction of the new Eisenhower High 

School protested unfair wages. The workers say they're all contractors and carpenters against 

"All Wall Inc" of Spokane and that the company underpays its employees.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/4/12 

Duration: 1:20 

Description: The Yakima Kiwanis club donated $7,500 to help fund the Greenway. The money 

will help extend the Greenway to Naches. It costs up to $350,000 to clear each mile.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description:  Summer road construction projects are beginning around Yakima. KIMA identifies 

the locations, how long the work will take and the cost of each. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: KIMA checked out the construction work around Yakima County. These are all 

safety improvements. In April, work is going on along South Naches Road from the Naches 



River to Naches- Tieton Road. Work begins in May on Summitview from Apple Way to Forney 

Road out in Cowiche. In June, Beaudry Road will be torn up from Duffield Road to Mieras 

Road. All three projects are expected to be done by early fall. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description:  Lincoln Underpass construction delays and economic impact. An end is in sight, 

but businesses surrounded by the work say they've paid a big price for all the delays. It was 

supposed to be finished six months ago.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  Finished street project at 64
th

 and Washington Avenues.  The project got held up 

because the city's design department was short staffed. And, because of a backlog at the 

company that makes the poles. It was supposed to be finished by the end of last year. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description:  Deputies in Yakima County aren't pulling over nearly as many drivers without 

insurance as they used to. The drop in tickets might payoff for drivers in form of lower premiums 

over the long run. Over the last year, deputies wrote 422 tickets to uninsured drivers. That 

dropped from 617 for the 12 months before that.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/6/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Farmers in the Yakima Valley are dealing with changes that make it more expensive 

to do business. They're putting themselves through a special certification process because big 

customers like Walmart and Costco won't buy their food if they don't.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/6/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Selah approved spending more than $60,000 on pool improvements. Those 

improvements include fixing old piping, adding a new slide and converting the old wading pool 

to a spray pad. This year will be the last year the city funds daily operations of the pool. The 

Selah Parks and Recreation Service Area will take over and ask voters to approve a six-year 

$120,000 maintenance and operations levy. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/6/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: Property value assessments are changing next year in Kittitas County. The county 

assessor will move from a four-year evaluation cycle to annual evaluations.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/9/12 

Duration: 3:00 

Description: Yakima is waiting for government money that could be instrumental in the city's 

revitalization plan. It's competing for millions of dollars to build and rebuild streets that would 

pave the way for something new at the old Cascade Mill site. Yakima's application for a $11 

million TIGER grant is strengthened by a guarantee of $25 million worth of matching funds 

from the state to study the expansion of Interstate 82. A decision from the U.S. Department of 

Transportation is expected in June or July. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/10/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Demand for food stamps and food banks. More than 36,000 here in Yakima use 

food stamps. Local food banks say they've seen a significant increase in their demand. Some 

food banks report the number of people getting their help jumped by 50 percent. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/10/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima County Commissioners gave their final o-k to put a sales tax increase to the 

voters in August. Money from the higher tax would pay for security upgrades to the county jail. 

Sales taxes would go up by one-tenth of a cent for ten years.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/10/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Selah's government is also considering whether to take part in a TV show about the 

city. It's called Today In America hosted by former NFL star Terry Bradshaw. The show features 

different towns across the country. Selah would have to pay $25,000 in production costs.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/16/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Young people in Yakima got a little push to find land a job. Kids around the Valley 

showed up for the annual job fair 100 Jobs for 100 Kids. Local business professionals offered 

their advice. High school students also had the chance to apply for work.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A proposal to allow beer and wine at the city's golf course draws controversy. The 

Yakima School District says it’s a little too close to schools. The alcohol wouldn't be sold at the 



course, but golfers could bring the alcohol for private events. The city says it respects the 

districts concerns and will only allow events with alcohol to take place outside of school hours.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima’s plans to revitalize the old Cascade Mill Site will focus on building a 

regional soccer field instead of a new baseball stadium or aquatics center. The city says it's the 

cheapest plan. Total estimated cost.no more than $5 million. The city has 5 years to use state 

money for building roads and utilities around the complex.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: The Jimmy John's sandwich shop that's coming to Downtown Yakima is hiring. 

Owners expect to open the Second Street location on May first and hire 30 people.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/19/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Tow companies charge steep prices for impounding stolen cars. Normally, when a 

stolen car is found by police, they call the owner and give them a chance to pick it up or call 

someone to tow it. According to Washington law, victims of car theft can be charged no more 

than $177 per hour for the tow company to go get the car and $45 for each day it's impounded. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/20/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Five businesses are vying for the chance to keep things clean here in Downtown 

Yakima. The city says an evaluation committee will go over the applicants for the Downtown 

Clean and Safe Program as soon as possible. Two of them are national firms.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/20/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: The online public auction ended about an hour ago to buy one or more of the state’s  

167 liquor stores. Hundreds of bids were submitted. That includes one bid of more than $4.5 

million for all of the stores.   

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/23/12 

Duration: 2:35 

Description: Two new officers hired this year are expected to save thousands of dollars for 

Yakima's city government. The jail has been short staffed for years. Other officers have been 

forced to cover more shifts and that rang up the overtime. The Yakima City Jail is still looking to 

hire at least one more officer. 



 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/24/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Railroad crossings need repair for being out of alignment with the pavement. They 

can damage cars. There are a few locations in Yakima where work is planned. Repairs typically 

cost a couple of thousand dollars depending on the damage. Work is expected to be finished on 

at least three crossings by the end of the year. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/24/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: For the first time in years, sales tax revenue is up in the city of Yakima and so are 

the services it is able to provide. February proved to be a great month in Yakima with more than 

$73,000 more in sales tax compared to last year. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A creative vision for Tieton called the Mighty Tieton Project is making strides. The 

Mighty Tieton Project formed to encourage business startups that wouldn't likely be in a small 

town. Years later, the project is doing just that. Vacant buildings turned into lofts, art galleries, 

print shops spaces for events. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/26/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Yakima's putting the pieces together for the first fully produced opera in the history 

of the city. The Yakima Symphony Orchestra will showcase Mozart's "The Marriage of Figaro" 

at the Capitol Theatre will be on stage for one night only. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/26/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Spring Barrel wineries expect a business surge. One local limo company owner says 

he's booked solid through Sunday. Sunwest limo employees say this the busiest weekend it's had 

in 18 years. Groups are coming from Seattle and Portland headed for Spring Barrel festivities.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/27/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Work is being done on Ellensburg sidewalks to get them up to par for the disabled 

after being ignored for years. The city is upgrading the sidewalks with new ramps along 10 

blocks of downtown Ellensburg. The project will cost $113,000. The city is spending another 

$600,000 to repave Main Street, but $400,000 of that comes from a federal grant.  

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/30/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Contract negotiations are underway to finalize hiring new city manager Tony 

O’Rourke. The city would like some assurances he'll stay longer than four months. Mayor Micah 

Cawley hopes to see him in the city manager seat by July. O'Rourke says one of his first tasks as 

city manager would be to distribute a community survey. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/30/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Cuts could be on the way to the parks and recreation department in Yakima. It's all 

because the city went $150,000 over budget last year. Revenues fell short of the projections. 

Now, two free children's programs are on the chopping block.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/30/12 

Duration: 3:00 

Description: Informal talks are taking place between Yakima County Commissioners and the 

Yakima Bears about the team's long-term future. The team maintains the current stadium falls 

below standards for a Minor League Baseball facility. Renovations here could be an option, but 

those could cost millions of dollars. Two cities in Oregon are now considering building new 

stadiums that could lure the team away. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: 3:00 

Description: Hundreds of people march through Downtown Yakima right for May Day. 

Organizers focused on immigration and labor rights. Better wages, health care and education are 

the major issues they're trying to bring attention to. Larger demonstrations take place across the 

country.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: :40 

Description: Update on work for the Lincoln Underpass in Yakima. Striping is expected to begin. 

Crews completed putting down two layers of asphalt. The city still has to complete work on 

Front Street and the intersection's traffic signals.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: 2:40 

Description: Yakima plans to spend more than $26 million on several infrastructure projects. The 

projects for city streets, sewer lines and other infrastructure spurred new partnerships to get them 

done. Projects include the upper section of Kiwanis Park, widening the street at 64th Avenue 



between Tieton Drive and Nob Hill Boulevard. There's ongoing work like the Sawmill 

redevelopment. One major project is the widening of River Road between 6th and 16th Avenues.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Property sales so far this year are at the lowest level in three years. There have been 

290 MLS sales in Yakima this year. That's down from 371 in 2011 and 384 in 2010. Realtors say 

they can't pinpoint an exact reason for the decline.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima's engineering department brought in 250-thousand dollars more last year in 

service charges. Most of that came from engineering charges on city and private construction 

projects. The city says it's a good sign that construction projects are starting to pick up after the 

recession.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Local consumers form something called “cash mobs” to help the local economy. 

Cash Mobs are a way to support local business. They encourage a group of people to visit a 

small business at the same time and spend money there. After getting the word out through social 

media, this cash mob's first stop was the Tea Garden Restaurant in Yakima. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Growth in Prosser has the city looking to annex more property and extend the city 

limits. Businesses are ready to go along. New home and business construction in Prosser has 

literally quadrupled the amount of construction money brought into the Prosser area. It's gone 

from an average of $3 million a year to $12 million. Prosser wants to go from a quiet village to a 

full-scale wine tourist destination over the course of a decade. An official proposal for the land 

will be brought to city council for a vote later this year. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Drop in real estate sales hurting Yakima County’s tax base. It translates into a loss 

of roughly $100,000 in the real estate excise tax for Yakima County. That money pays for public 

service projects and covers debt.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/3/12 

Duration: 1:30 



Description: Repairs and improvements to Yakima's historic trolley system. The city spent 

hundreds of thousands of dollars from the state government to buy the old trolley barn and make 

repairs. Now, the city plans to use $50,000 to improve the overhead copper wires, the poles, and 

tracks to replace miles of stolen copper from the trolley line. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/7/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima's now considering its highest salary ever for the next city manager. Tony 

O'Rourke could make $175,000 dollars a year. City Council will discuss the proposed contract. 

The salary is 20-thousand more than his predecessor. It’s also a higher pay rate than other bigger 

cities or of comparable size in Washington.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/7/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Paving scam. There are plenty of reliable landscapers, roofers and pavers out there 

and no shortage of those offering deals that are too good to be true. The Department of Labor 

and Industries is now investigating. Contractors caught working without a license can be fined a 

thousand dollars by the state. Before agreeing to any work like this, check with Labor and 

Industries to make sure the contractor is licensed and doesn't have a history of complaints.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: Lincoln Underpass opens to traffic in Yakima. There's still work to be done at the 

underpass, but city officials decided it was far enough along to open it up to cars. 

Groundbreaking happened in the summer of 2010. It closed Lincoln between First Street and 

First Avenue during the construction. Since then, the city ran into several hiccups that delayed 

the project.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Yakima City Council approved the highest salary ever for a city manager here. 

Tony O'Rourke will make $175,000 a year. Council made the move during a special meeting.  

There was some debate about the contract, but not related to the salary. It focused on terms of the 

severance package in case Yakima ever changes to a strong mayor form of government.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Union Gap City Hall is looking at a proposal to move into the vacant Yakima 

County Restitution Center. One problem is the jail would need to be remodeled. Union Gap 

leaders say they could immediately use the front half without changing anything else. City 

Council will see if it's cost effective compared to cleaning up the mold at City Hall.  



 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Job fair in Yakima draws a big crowd. KIMA and Townsquare Media hosted a job 

fair at the state fairgrounds. About 1,400 job hunters showed up for the chance at landing work. 

Roughly 50 companies on hand have job openings or will have opportunities soon. Yakima 

County's unemployment rate is about 11.5 percent.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/8/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: Central Washington State Fair organizers announce the lineup for entertainment at 

this year’s fair in late September. The acts include Grammy award-winning singer and 

songwriter Rick Springfield. Charlie Daniels, 38-special and WAR are among the other 

performers.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/9/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Part of Yakima Avenue got left with a mess after last weekend's Cinco de Mayo 

festivities. Trash was scattered downtown like bottle caps, grease and bricks. The Hispanic 

Chamber of Commerce organized the event and included a cleanup plan in its permit. The 

Committee for Downtown Yakima says it charged the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce a 

thousand dollars last year for additional cleanup costs. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Grandview implements a $20 car tab fee and already paid for the city's first project. 

In four months the city collected $21,000. That money paid for the first repaving project on 2nd 

Street. Grandview already received more than $400,000 in matching grants. For every car tab 

dollar, the state added at least five dollars. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A cash for gold offer that made its way to Yakima left several customers empty 

handed. It all started when people brought their valuables to a gold-buying event at a hotel last 

month. They traded in their jewelry to THR and Associates and wound up with checks that 

bounced. The Better Business Bureau and Yakima Police say they received complaints about the 

Illinois company from people who will likely not see the money they're owed.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: Yakima's next city manager officially signed on the bottom line. Tony O'Rourke 

met with Mayor Micah Cawley at City Hall to sign a two-year contract. He's leaving his job as 

city manager in South Lake Tahoe, California to come to Yakima. O'Rourke plans to be on the 

job by July second. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A follow up of ongoing problems at the old Cascade Mill site. Some neighbors want 

to know why a tall scrap heap is allowed to stand next to their property without being cleared. 

The city says it's industrial property and is not violating any codes.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A large gift from Legends Casino winds up in the coffers of Yakima County. 

Legends Casino announced it's donating $200,000 to the county as part of an annual gift to 

government and non-profit agencies. County officials say the money will help pay for the Fort 

Road construction project. The county expects to add three lanes, traffic lights and sidewalks to 

Fort Road.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/14/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima's fire inspector might come back along with some other city services. The 

positions were cut in December to balance the budget. Now, council members want to look at 

ways to restore them. Council will discuss reinstating the fire inspector position as well a 

building inspector. The city has fallen behind on inspection cases and there are safety concerns.   

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Action on a car tab fee proposal here in Yakima is expected from City Council. The 

council plans to decide whether to put the $20 fee on the November ballot. Back and forth debate 

has gone on for more than a year. If ultimately adopted, money from the car tab fees would pay 

for road improvements.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A hiring freeze is in effect for the city of Union Gap. City Council there imposed 

the freeze last night that leaves two public works jobs open. Council members say they did it to 

save money as the mold cleanup gets more expensive. They already spent about $50,000 on the 

problem at City Hall. The hiring freeze will not interfere with two jobs in the process of being 

filled. Those are for a firefighter and a police officer.   

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description:  An unfinished project on 72nd Avenue in Yakima has neighbors upset. The 

homeowner put in a new sewer, which is allowed. However, he has yet to finish the job. We  

contacted the city. It’s aware of the problem and is working to have it fixed.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Yakima City Council says the decision to pass on putting a $20 car tab fee on the 

November ballot came down to money. It would have cost between $40,000 to $80,000 to bring 

to voters. Council members decided to include the car tab fee in a public survey that will cost 

about $25,000. The survey will be sent to 3,000 people.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima City Council voted to restore the functions of the Yakima fire inspector as 

well as the city building inspector. Both positions were cut in the new budget. The city won't 

spend money to hire anyone. The city plans to assign the additional duties to current employees. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Some Union Gap City Council members are questioning how the city will pay for 

recent pay increases. City Council approved a three and a half percent raise for public works 

employees. They also voted for a hiring freeze to save money.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Yakima hires a new deputy fire chief. The position comes with a $100,000 salary. 

Some question why the department didn't use the same amount of money to hire two firefighters 

instead. Yakima is currently 37 firefighters below the state average for a city its size. 

 

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/17/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Selah city leaders pick David Kelly to be the new city administrator. Council 

members interviewed three finalists for the job. They are Gian Paolo Mammone, David Kelly 

and Frank Zenk. Kelly will be offered the job that replaces the old supervisor position last held 

by Frank Sweet. Selah posted the salary range for the job between $85,000 and $100,000 a year. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/17/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Some free children's programs are on the chopping block in Yakima. It's all because 

the city went $150,000 over budget last year when revenues came up shorter than expected. The 

Yakima Parks and Recreation after school program could go away. For now, City Council has 

not made any cuts. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Selah's choice to be the new city administrator there is confident both sides will 

come to a deal. City Council offered the job to David Kelly. Kelly says finding a way to keep the 

city pool from shutting down will be a priority. He is the Deputy Director of Administration for 

San Juan County and could be on the job by the beginning of July 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/18/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: High gas prices prompted people in Yakima to turn to thriftier transportation 

options. Local Scooter dealers say they've been selling out. Some scooters get up to 100 miles to 

the gallon. Speed Motorsports has seen a 75% increase in scooter sales this year.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/21/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Two stadium projects in Oregon seem to have momentum and could result in a 

move for the Yakima Bears. The city of Milwaukie will spend 300-thousand dollars to pursue the 

viability of a stadium and landing a team. Hillsboro, Oregon tabled its proposal. However, that 

could only be temporary. Yakima County Commissioners are weighing their options in case the 



Bears leave. County Commissioner Mike Leita says options include turning Yakima County 

Stadium into a high school facility for several sports.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/21/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Yakima's Parks and Recreation Department is trying to save money after running 

$150,000 over budget. Crews started working on a new system at Miller Park's water spraying 

equipment. It will allow the park's water to sink into the ground without being treated like 

sewage. The change means the department won't have to pay sewage costs of about $8,000 a 

year.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/21/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: The downtown Yakima library opened its doors after months of construction. Major 

changes include 20 brand new computers, moving bathrooms to the first floor, and expanding the 

children's programs. The building is now accessible to the disabled and the children's area was 

shifted from the back corner to the front. The building was built in the late 1950s and hasn't had 

a major remodel until now.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/23/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Sunnyside used tax dollars to buy a street sweeper that doesn't work on its roads. 

That’s $200,000 spent on something that’s worthless to the city. The truck's brushes are being 

worn down too quickly because they aren't suited for Sunnyside's coarse, chip-sealed roads. 

Sunnyside signed off on the purchase, but didn't test it out beforehand.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/24/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Susie's Bourbon Street Bistro on North First filed for bankruptcy protection. The 

owner blames slow business and the economy. There are no plans to close the business. The 

owner intends to reorganize under bankruptcy.  

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/24/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: An official celebration for the new Lincoln Underpass here in Yakima. It's been 

open to traffic for a couple of weeks. City leaders and local business owners came out for the 

dedication. The project finished almost a year late after a variety of setbacks.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A controversy brewing over Union Gap's Old Town Days has to do with whether 

beer sales should be allowed like in years past. Mayor Jim Lemon thinks it's a bad idea because 

of the event's new location. It will be on Main Street and in the Valley Mall parking lot for the 

first time. Supporters say it's a way to make some money. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description:  A new business will go into the old Wendy's restaurant in Union Gap.The owner of 

the Carl's Junior in Ellensburg bought the property and plans to open a franchise there. The two 

Wendy's Restaurants in the Yakima area suddenly closed earlier this year. Locations in the Tri-

Cities, Walla Walla and Pendleton also shut down. The restaurants here were cited for health 

code violations in the past.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/28/12 

Duration: 1:40 

Description:  It's the last week of business for state liquor stores. A lot of people are stocking up 

over concerns prices will rise. This was the last day for the Summitview Avenue and Nob Hill 

Boulevard locations here in Yakima. Managers say sales jumped the last three days as people, 

restaurants and bars buy cases of alcohol.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/29/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: A record apple crop is possible for farmers in the Yakima Valley. That achievement 

could be out of reach if they don't have enough people to reach the fruit. Tough immigration 



laws and strict border enforcement keep out some of these workers. Farmers want Congress to 

change the law and work with farmers. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/29/12 

Duration: 3:15 

Description: Thousands of dollars meant to keep Downtown Yakima looking good are not 

making it to the city. Dozens of business and property owners are not paying into the Downtown 

Improvement District. Almost $25,000 is in collection. The city manages to collect about 

$220,000 a year for the Downtown Improvement District.    

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 2:10 

Description: A gold-buying business that wrote bad checks to customers here in Yakima sent 

new checks to customers that cleared after KIMA’s involvement. THR and Associates bounced 

checks to at least two customers in April. They got the checks after trading in gold and other 

valuables to the company during an event held at the Clarion Hotel.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: It's the end of the line for the last state liquor store in Yakima. The store on Fair 

Avenue will close its doors for good. Dozens of stores across the state already closed. That 

includes the other two stores here in Yakima and the one in Ellensburg. All of them will be 

closed by May 31.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Union Gap is improving streets and sidewalks near the Valley Mall. A stretch of 

road on Washington Avenue will get a new layer of asphalt. Also more than a dozen sidewalks in 

the area will soon be up to code. Two new bus stops will be added at 14th and 18th street. All of 

that construction is near the locations of the new Cabela’s and JC Penney.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 5/31/12 

Duration: 4:45 

Description: A decision by the State Supreme Court sets the stage for Initiative 1183 to take 

effect. Private businesses will now sell alcohol. This report outlines the changes to expect to see 

in bars and restaurants in Yakima. Business owners around town are bracing for higher costs. 

Some bars and restaurants plan to raise prices by 50 cents to $1 others expect to maintain their 

current prices. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/1/12 

Duration: 2:15 

Description: New technology is coming to Sunnyside's airport that will help improve safety for 

private and emergency planes. The city recently received a $117,000 grant from the Federal 

Aviation Administration. Sunnyside will also take out a $25,000 loan to install an All-weather 

observation center. It will help provide up to date weather information to planes.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/4/12 

Duration: 2:10 

Description: Another phase of new signs for wineries in the county has gone up in Sunnyside. 

The signs are supposed to make it easier for tourists to get to local wineries. More than $100,000  

has been spent on installing the sign. Other signs have already been placed near Zillah and 

Grandview, with the hopes of drawing people and money to our local wineries. Thirty wineries 

are involved in the project.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/5/12 

Duration: 3:20 

Description: Kittitas County is less than two months away from finishing its jail expansion 

project. The facility will be able to hold more than twice as many inmates as it can now. Kittitas 

County currently spends a quarter of a million dollars a year to send inmates out of the county. 

When everything's done, Kittitas County will wind up with an overflow of beds to hold for other 

governments. More than 1,300 beds in Washington state jails are empty. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/5/12 

Duration: 1:05 



Description: A city council vote tonight in Oregon could send the Yakima Bears packing after 

this season. Hillsboro City Council will decide on a 20-year agreement to be the Bears' new 

home. Members will also vote on awarding the contract to build a new $15 million stadium. The 

deal needs additional approval from Major League Baseball, Minor League Baseball and the 

Northwest League by June 29th. The Bears would have to pay $150,000 if the deal falls apart. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/6/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: It's all but certain the Yakima Bears will leave for Hillsboro, Oregon. Years of low 

attendance and a failure to build a new facility lead to this. County commissioners have yet to 

confirm if the Yakima Bears are going to leave town, but they say the groundwork has already 

been laid for the team to be out of here next season. Despite plans to leave, the Bears have a 

lease at Yakima County Stadium through 2015. That's $10,000 a year in rent. The fair stands to 

lose about $50,000 a year in parking and concessions without the team. Other professional 

baseball teams have already expressed interest. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/6/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Alcohol will be banned at this year's Old Town Days in Union Gap. The Mayor and 

Police chief did not agree with selling beer at the new location for the festival on Valley Mall 

Boulevard. They mayor says the state denied the temporary liquor license.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/7/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: A new business center is in the works for Yakima near the airport. Developers plan 

to combine a high-end shopping center with office space. They want to attract customers on to 

the west side of town. Developers say the project will cost about $4.5 million. Two larger phases 

could be added if it's successful. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/7/12 

Duration: 4:00 

Description: Results of an independent review examining rising costs surrounding Yakima 

County's justice system went public. County commissioners presented the findings during a 

special meeting. The study focused on the inefficiencies in the services and the need to come up 



with efficient ways that save the county money. The report highlighted the need to reform jail 

booking methods and for better communication among the different areas of the criminal justice 

system.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/8/12 

Duration: 3:45 

Description: In-depth coverage of the report that highlights problems in Yakima County's 

criminal justice system. The report found the cost-cutting layoffs happening over the last few 

years have meant bigger problems for the system. Understaffing in the Yakima County Sheriff's 

Office has exhausted overtime budgets and limited coverage by deputies. The department is 

down seven deputies and three dispatchers. In addition, 83 layoffs at the Yakima County Jail 

have cut services. On top of that, 21 left prosecutors left that office in a three-year span. The 

report blames this high turnover on causing court delays, taxpayer waste and inefficiency in 

getting cases through the court system. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/8/12 

Duration: 1:50 

Description: A federal grant will help improve sidewalks and intersections in the city of Yakima. 

Yakima was among 40 cities in the state to get grant money. More than $800,000 will be used to 

make traffic signals easier to see and install new sidewalk ramps. Half of the money will be 

focused on Lincoln Avenue from 32
nd

 Avenue to Fifth Avenue.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/11/12 

Duration: 1:45 

Description: Yakima County Commissioners met briefly for a study session to discuss the county 

Law and Justice Report released last week. Commissioners decided to move forward by taking 

two county departments each to sit down with and discuss the report’s findings. Commissioners 

will seek public opinion in the near future. No decisions on operations were made.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/12/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima's City court is losing out on millions of dollars in fines and fees. The court 

sent more than $17 million to collections since 2009. It's been able to collect some of it, but most  



is written off. The court is exploring options like online payments hoping to get more money in 

house.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/12/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Yakima is giving up on more than $160,000 in unpaid gambling taxes. Four years 

ago, the city filed a civil complaint against Thunderbird Casino because it wasn't paying the 

taxes. The casino eventually filed bankruptcy and the city couldn't collect the money despite a 

court judgment in its favor. It will be written off at the end of the year. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/14/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: Parks in Union Gap are a mess despite the fact tens of thousands of dollars are spent 

on them. In fact, Union Gap expects to collect $50,000 in parking fees from the public. The city 

is shorthanded with only one man maintaining all four parks. City council's hiring freeze keeps 

anyone else from doing the work. Union Gap says parking fees only cover a fraction of the 

$350,000 it takes to run the parks. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/14/12 

Duration: 1:50 

Description: A picker shortage worries farmers in the Yakima Valley. Farmers we spoke with 

say they only have 35 to 50 percent of the workforce they need. They worry they will have huge 

losses for cherries and apples without the manpower. Both are projected to be close to a record 

crop year.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/14/12 

Duration: 2:40 

Description: Another jail expansion is getting a close look. This time it's the city jail in Yakima. 

Right now, the city pays millions to hold inmates in the county jail. YPD says the city pays close 

to $3.5 million a year running the jail and will now ask city council to spend $50,000 to examine 

expanding the facility. City Council is expected to consider the jail study during the next two 

council meetings. 

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/15/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: Yakima could get its underpass on Martin Luther King Junior Boulevard. A grant 

worth $5.5 million from the federal government could be the boost needed to get the project 

moving. If the money comes in, construction would begin quickly. The next step is for leaders 

from the Yakima Valley Conference of Governments to decide whether to accept the money for 

the project. Several other county road projects are also being considered. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/18/12 

Duration: 1:40 

Description: A multi-million dollar grant to pay for the MLK underpass in Yakima cleared one 

of its last hurdles. The Yakima Valley Conference of Governments voted unanimously to accept 

$5.5 million in federal money to do the work. Now, it's up to Yakima City Council to approve it 

by updating the city's long-term transportation improvement plan. There are three other street 

projects Yakima could add to its transportation plan. Those include better lighting and signals for 

the Nob Hill Boulevard - First Street Corridor. Work on Lincoln Avenue from North 32nd to 

North Fifth Avenues for larger signals and sidewalk ramps for the disabled. There will also be 

ramp and signal work along 16th Avenue.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A new organization will be responsible for cleaning graffiti, clearing the sidewalks 

and planting flowers in Downtown Yakima. A company called Block by Block got the job that 

used to be done by the Committee for Downtown Yakima. The only change is the new company 

won't promote downtown events. It will focus all of its resources on keeping downtown safe and 

clean. The city signed a one-year contract with the company for $230,000.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: The public is spending more to pay for lawyers and likely doesn’t know it. Lawsuits 

against Yakima County are part of the reason. The county responded by hiring outside attorneys 

to handle the cases. They're being handled by a private attorney at the county's expense. In 

2007.The county spent $10,000 on private attorneys to handle cases. That grew dramatically to 

more than $300,000 in 2010. Washington adopted a policy to hire specialized lawyers to defend 

counties in big money lawsuits. The county's insurance company plays a big role in the decision. 



It actually hires the attorneys. Counties reimburse the company up to their deductible. For 

Yakima County, that's up to $500,000. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 1:50 

Description: Work is underway to give Dreamgirls Espresso a new home in Yakima. The 

controversial coffee stand is being moved to a spot along Nob Hill Boulevard and South Eighth 

Street. The owner says the lease was up at the old location on Yakima Avenue. Crews are 

building a bigger stand that will include a bathroom so baristas don't have to leave the building 

during their shifts.   

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: Some local road projects are on the back burner because there's no money. One of 

those projects is an interchange at US 12 and Old Naches Highway intended to reduce serious 

collisions. Money isn’t expected to come through for another 12 years. A traffic signal was put in 

as a temporary fix and has reduced major accidents.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: The latest county jobless rate shows Yakima's rate went up to 10.8 percent. Kittitas 

County's rate also went up to 8.8 percent in May.   

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: There might be an answer for farmers worried they won't have enough pickers in 

the Yakima Valley to harvest a potential record year for cherries and apples. Teenagers looking 

for summer work could solve the problem. Young workers would have a stronger impact on the 

cherry crop. Farmers will need to look somewhere else for apples because they are picked after 

the school year starts in the fall. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 6/19/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Finishing touches are being put on the Kiwanis Park project in Yakima. Crews 

spent the day cleaning up the construction area and wrapping up work on the fields. They're done 

striping the parking lot and planted seeds for the grass on the $900,000 project.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 1:50 

Description: A unique city program is turning human waste into a money-maker. Struvite is 

made of phosphorous and nitrogen extracted from what you flush. Nutrients are converted into 

powder that can be sold as fertilizer. Wastewater engineers say the unharvested struvite can 

damage pipes. Engineers expect to start marketing it this summer. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 1:10  

Description: It's opening night for what's likely the swan song season for the Yakima Bears. 

There's more progress on the team's move to Hillsboro, Oregon. The team's general manager 

says a first draft of the license agreement with Hillsboro is under review. It needs approval from 

the team, the Northwest League and Minor League Baseball. Major League Baseball does have 

veto power, but that's extremely unlikely. The Hillsboro City Council scheduled a special 

meeting to consider its final adoption of the agreement. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 1:05  

Description: Pacific power is laying off 70 workers. Five of them are in Yakima. One will be 

transferred to a position in Portland. A spokesperson says it's an effort to restructure the 

company and cut costs.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/20/12 

Duration: 2:55  

Description: A scammer is offering to trim trees in Yakima, but not doing the job. Police say one 

man's already cashed in on several people this year. One victim says a man who identified 

himself as Johnny Brown came to her house her and insisted he trim a tree in her yard. But, he 

ended up leaving behind a mess. Two other neighbors say Johnny Brown basically ripped off the 



entire neighborhood. Police say they received 20 complaints regarding Johnny Brown this year 

alone and that he was arrested before on charges related to fraud and theft. Detectives say their 

hands are tied once he takes the cash and runs. Yakima County's codes enforcement says Brown 

hasn't had a valid business license since 2006. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/21/12 

Duration: 3:30  

Description: Two gas stations in Cle Elum are engaged in a price war that’s bringing down prices 

to very low levels. Cars are backed up into the street to get in on the deal. Managers at the 

Warrior Quick Stop say they get their gas from a private supplier. They shop around for the 

lowest price and sell it for what they want. The Shell station supervisor says he has a contract 

with Shell directly and doesn't want to lose business.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/22/12 

Duration: 3:30  

Description: Several businesses are expanding and hiring that could ease the high unemployment 

rate in Yakima County. Workers at Chinook Wind Machines are busy moving into the 

company's new larger, facility. Five new employees have been hired so far this year with plans 

for more. The Yakima County Development Association is working with about 10 companies 

that are expanding or looking to hire. A new brewery will break ground soon near Moxee. Am-

tech manufacturing near Wapato hired about 25 workers this year and also moved into new 

space. Peninsula Packing will set up shop in the old Ace Hardware building and add dozens of 

new employees.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/22/12 

Duration: 3:30  

Description: Taxpayers could be on the hook for more than expected for a renovation in Kittitas 

County. The former Ellensburg Armory was in the middle of a $1.4 million renovation when the 

contractor from Spokane walked off the job. The company claimed the building wasn't safe. 

Kittitas County leaders say earlier inspections didn't show any problems. Now, the project is at a 

standstill.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/25/12 

Duration: 1:15  



Description: Selah’s public pool is in jeopardy of closing after this summer unless the city comes 

up with the money to pay for repairs. A proposed levy is on the ballot in August for it. It would 

cost 17 dollars more a year for someone who owns a $200,000 home. The money would keep the 

pool open for another six years.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/25/12 

Duration: 3:25  

Description: Construction in the Yakima Valley is putting people to work. Road work, new 

businesses and the Eisenhower High School project are among them. However, local 

construction doesn’t guarantee local jobs. The Eisenhower job site manager says up to 60 percent 

of all the work there will be done by locals.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/26/12 

Duration: 1:15  

Description: City Council members in Hillsboro, Oregon hold a special meeting to take the next 

step to land the Yakima Bears. Hillsboro’s Council adopt the license agreement to bring the 

Bears there. The team's owners are also there to meet the public. Hillsboro plans to finance its 

own stadium. This agreement has to be signed by the Bears, the Northwest League and Minor 

League Baseball.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/26/12 

Duration: 3:15  

Description: Cherry farmers in the Yakima Valley are taking a hit from recent rain. That might 

impact the expected picker shortage. Some farmers report up to a 20 percent loss. Most farmers 

say they are only seeing an 8 percent loss.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/26/12 

Duration: 3:45  

Description: County commissioners moved forward with projects on 29 county roads to spend 

$1.2 million in federal money intended to improve the safety on some deadly streets. North 

Track Road toward Wapato will be widened. The county says improvements include repairing 

and adding shoulders to give drivers more space. Other improvements include smoothing over 

bumps, re-striping, adding guard rails as well as installing bigger stop signs and reflectors to 

highlight the path.   



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/27/12 

Duration: 1:15  

Description: Employee turnover in Union Gap continues while the city is stuck in a hiring freeze. 

Two more city employees were fired. Both the interim city clerk and executive assistant were 

shown the door. Four different people have held Union Gap's city clerk position this year alone. 

The mayor says the turnover is so high because the replacements were only temporary. He 

supports the city administrator’s recent cuts. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/28/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: A series of newly constructed homes in Moxee sinking into the ground. Brenda 

Dilger says her home was built by AHO construction in 2005. A faulty concrete job by a 

subcontractor is causing the base of her home and roof to sink. Other neighbors say they're 

seeing the same problems at their homes. AHO construction says this is the first it heard of the 

issue and will investigate.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/28/12 

Duration: 1:05 

Description: Cabela's is getting ready to hire about 90 workers and applications are available 

online only. The new outpost store in Union Gap is scheduled to open this fall.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/28/12 

Duration: 1:55 

Description: Construction of the Panda Express restaurant in West Yakima is well-underway 

near the Walmart . Several lots near the Walmart have been vacant until recently. A coffee shop 

in that area got a zoning permit. The city's planning department says the business still needs to 

apply for a building permit. Panda Express is expected to open next month. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/29/12 

Duration: 3:35 

Description: A construction company defends its work at a housing development in Moxee. 

AHO construction says there haven't been any complaints until now. It comes as more neighbors 

complain their homes are settling because of a bad concrete job, but can't get help because his 



warranty expired. AHO says it will respond to its customers and stands by its work, but will 

complete a free repair for one neighbor even if it’s out of warranty. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/29/12 

Duration: 3:35 

Description: Yakima will have to come up with a way to pay for more public defenders after a 

ruling from the State Supreme Court. It limits the caseloads for public defenders. The city now 

anticipates hiring up to 20 more public defenders. Currently, the city spends almost $500,000 a 

year on public defender contracts. That could jump by another $1 million at least.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   



Health 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: State health officials are now calling it an epidemic. Whooping cough cases are on 

pace to hit the highest number in decades. There have now been 640 cases reported across the 

state in 23 counties through the end of March. Last year, there were just 94 cases through the end 

of March.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/3/12 

Duration: :20 

Description: Yakima is among unhealthiest counties in the state, according to a study done by the 

University of Wisconsin. Out of 39 counties that were ranked, Yakima is near the bottom of the 

list for Health outcomes and second to last for health factors.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Union Gap gas leak. A suspected natural gas leak turned out to be a problem with 

battery-charging equipment. Union Gap firefighters responded to a call about a strong smell of 

gas at Sunset Auto Sales near Main and Rose Streets. An adjoining motel needed to be 

evacuated.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/5/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Workers Compensation trail. Getting hurt on the job in Washington doesn't mean 

you have to stay here. It's common for people receiving worker's compensation to leave the state 

for a job doing something else. That money trail goes far beyond the Northwest.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/16/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Unsafe levels of lead and arsenic turn up on the grounds of Apple Valley 

Elementary School here in Yakima. Authorities handling the cleanup are letting parents and 

neighbors know about the plans. It's not the only school in the area with this problem. Total cost 

of the cleanup is estimated at $600,000 coming from the state. There are other cleanups 

scheduled at East Valley and Terrace Heights Elementary schools.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/19/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Kittitas county health officials are now looking at 23 cases of whooping cough in 

the county. Ten cases have been confirmed. The latest one was from a student at Cle Elum 



Roslyn Elementary School. The health district banned any student or staff at the school who 

hasn't been vaccinated from attending school for at least 3 weeks.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/24/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Washington state is in the midst of the worst outbreak of whooping cough in more 

than 60 years. The health district wants all teens and adults to get a Tdap vaccination - to protect 

themselves - but even more importantly to protect the babies and prevent any more deaths. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Employees at Union Gap's City Hall are getting ready to move. Cleaning up the 

mold in the building will spread out the city's operations for the time being. The fire station will 

double as the front half of City Hall. The city still needs to find a location for the municipal 

court. Court activity here is shut down until that move is done. The overall cleanup time could 

take anywhere from 2 to 8 months. There's no word yet how much the cleanup will cost. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description:  A Union Gap property plagued with crime and sewage problems is now in the 

hands of a new owner. Neighbors complained that nothing was done about crime and raw 

sewage seeping into their yards at the property on California Avenue months ago. One of them 

says he can't believe how quickly the new owner has already helped.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Yakima is seeing unusually high numbers of wasps for this early in the year. Local 

stores are seeing a run on repellant. Some sold out of their sprays because of the demand. One 

pest control company says it got 90 calls about wasps in a day.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/25/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description:  Almost 200 new, hi-tech hospital beds rolled into Memorial hospital today. They 

replace beds that were 25 years old. They can weigh patients while in bed and have advanced 

safety alarms. Hospital employees say the features will help patients during their recovery.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/26/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description:  Union Gap still hasn't figured out where to relocate the municipal court while city 

hall is shut down for mold removal. The building closed to give way to the cleanup work. City 

administrators say the court should re-open at another location by Monday.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/30/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description:  An emergency meeting was held to figure out what to do about Union Gap City 

Hall. Council members will try to come up with a plan to clean up the mold in the building. City 

offices have been relocated for the time being. The mold first turned up last summer and spread 

to other parts of the building to the point it needed to be shut down. The council decided to spend 

$5,000 on cleaning what they described as the hot zone of the mold area in Union Gap. Testing 

on both the police and fire station will begin immediately. The results won’t be known for 

another three to four weeks. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: 3:00 

Description:  Yakima city government planning to improve crumbling sidewalks, but won’t 

bring every one up to code to provide better access for the disabled.  The city plans to connect a 

pathway on Swan to one n Willow. Roadwork on the stretch of Nob Hill Boulevard between 

52nd and 64th Avenues will include a set of brand new sidewalks. Streets and Traffic Director 

Joe Rosenlund says tax revenues must increase before the city can pay for repairs. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  Union Gap is investigating other possible mold issues in addition to the discovery 

at City Hall. The focus is on the police and fire stations. Mold prompted a shutdown of City Hall. 

Council members voted to spend $25,000 to help relocate the municipal court. Another $8,000 

will be spent to test for more mold at other buildings. Police and fire station employees reported 

having the same health symptoms as those in City Hall. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description:  Union Gap’s City Hall mold problem is getting more expensive, specifically, when 

it comes to moving the municipal court. City Council approved spending $25,000 to relocate to 

the fire station on Washington Avenue. The latest estimate doubles that. It could take up to a 

year until the court can move back to City Hall. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/3/12 

Duration: 1:20 

Description:  Governor Gregoire is using emergency funds to help fight the whooping cough 

epidemic in Washington. Gregoire says she'll put $90,000 toward awareness campaigns to get 



more people to get vaccinated. That's in addition to the $200,000 the state Department of Health 

is spending. Gregoire is also approving federal money to be used for buying 27,000 doses of the 

whooping cough vaccine. Washington is on pace to have 3,000 whooping cough cases for the 

year, which is the highest level in decades.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/3/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Following the budget impact to local agencies from the new state budget. Drug 

treatment centers braced for steep cuts of $100 million statewide. Cuts were not as dramatic and 

wound up $2 million less than the prior year.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/3/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Union Gap decides to spend more money to address the mold problem at City Hall. 

City Council allocated another $32,000. The city considered renting an existing courthouse from 

Yakima County at roughly $2,000 a month, plus rent for court clerks. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Whooping cough epidemic update. A special investigative team from the Centers 

for Disease Control is now on the way to Washington. Governor Gregoire already called for 

$90,000 to be spent on awareness and federal money for vaccines. The initial response from the 

CDC will involve a three-person epidemic aid team. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Some Union Gap city council members question the cost for testing the mold at 

City Hall. Council members think there should be at least a second estimate. The city hired 

Fulcrum Environmental to do it. Mayor Jim Lemon says the city worked with the company since 

2006 and considers it credible. The city already spent almost $60,000 to relocate the municipal 

court. There's still no estimate on how much it will cost to remove the mold. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Tick problem in Central Washington. We’re seeing an unusually high number in the 

warm weather. Health officials are conducting a special study. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 1:00 



Description: Plans are moving forward for a temporary courtroom away from the mold at City 

Hall. Council members approved spending $57,000 to move the court inside the District 11 Fire 

Building. The delay has the city about 500 cases behind schedule. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/14/12 

Duration: 4:00 

Description: Swarms of dead honey bees turn up in Yakima. A woman has been sweeping 

hundreds of dead bees from her back porch for several days. It can be a dangerous and expensive 

problem. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/14/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: Health concerns rise with a near record-breaking heat wave in the Yakima Valley. 

First responders say there are typically multiple heat related injuries on an average day warmer 

than 90 degrees.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/15/12 

Duration: 2:35 

Description: A family in the Yakima Valley is living without a single drop of water coming 

through the pipes. Blanca Canales has been without water for more than two months. The well is 

dry and the family relies on a neighbor's hose for baths, doing the dishes and going to the 

bathroom.   

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Follow up of the family with no water. Several local people and businesses stepped 

up to help. Picatti Brothers offered to drill the well free of charge. Until the drilling begins, Crop 

Production Services out of Toppenish is setting up a 1,000 gallon tank of water for the family to 

use.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/17/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: A quick response to help a woman and her family here in the Valley without a 

working well. A thousand gallons of water was delivered to Blanca Canales. The owner of Crop 

Production Services saw the story about her broken well on the K-I-M-A Facebook page and 

decided to help. A 1,000 gallon tank now stands in her backyard to deliver water through a hose 



inside the house. It can be used for laundry, bathing and washing dishes. The tank water isn't 

drinkable.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Mold found at Yakima Regional Hospital. Hospital administrators say there was 

some mold in a basement storage area. They discovered the problem about six weeks ago and 

cleaned up the fungi. The hospital says the Department of Labor and Industries approved the 

mold removal.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Yakima Valley Memorial Hospital will close its inpatient psychiatric unit. It will 

give way to a new Comprehensive Mental Health facility. The new building will have 16 beds. 

The psychiatric unit won't close until the new building is finished in about a year. About 40 

employees work in Memorial's psychiatric unit.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/22/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: There are now 28 probable cases of whooping cough in Kittitas County. Health 

officials say another student at Cle Elum - Roslyn Elementary School has whooping cough. That 

brings the total confirmed cases in the county up to 11.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/24/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Two school districts in the Yakima Valley are gearing up for major asbestos 

cleanup projects. The cancer causing material will be removed from Wapato and Eisenhower 

High Schools. Wapato High employees cleared the science wing. The facility there will be 

demolished after the asbestos is removed. Wapato's cleanup is expected to cost at least $500,000. 

The Eisenhower cleanup is scheduled for next school year. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 5/28/12 

Duration: 1:40 

Description: A push by the state has hospitals throughout the state playing to catchup to keep 

emergency room costs under control. A plan adopted in the budget tries to minimize the state 

Medicaid money spent in the E.R. The state says a lot of it goes to repeat patients. Now, 

hospitals will identify them and share this information with each other to make sure the E.R. is 

used effectively. The state will start implementing the plan on July first.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/14/12 

Duration: 1:50 

Description: State health officials say there were 200 new cases of pertussis last week. That 

brings this year's total to more than 2,300. That's a rate we have seen since the 1940s.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/25/12 

Duration: 3:45  

Description: Union Gap’s fire station, police station and library all tested positive for mold in 

addition to what already turned up in City Hall. The city is recommended to take immediate 

action. A study on the mold blames the problem on insufficient long-term cleaning and 

maintenance. There's more mold in the fire and police stations than the library. However, the 

mold didn't spread as much as it did in Union Gap's City Hall. Union Gap is considering a bond 

to fund the cleanup. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/27/12 

Duration: 1:20  

Description: Tobacco prevention efforts in Yakima County are working according to health 

advocates. The average number of tobacco ads dropped by 76 percent since 2004. The American 

Lung Association says there are now roughly five ads inside or outside stores. That number was 

up to 21 ads a store back in 2004.  

 

 

  



Education 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/6/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: KIMA followed up on the re-organization of Selah Schools. After two failed 

attempts, Selah voters approved a construction bond for local schools. We learned the district has 

already working with an architect to draft designs, which includes adding a middle school and 

adding six classrooms to the high school.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/9/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: KIMA followed up on Yakima’s nurse hotline. It was put into place at the start of 

the year, hooking callers up with medical professionals to talk them through minor issues, It has 

saved more than $100 per call. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/12/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Dozens of Wapato students are taking advantage of a new tutoring and mentoring 

program. About 60 students show up almost every day. The program lasts an hour and a half 

each day. It serves students in kindergarten through twelfth grades. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/16/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Grandview Middle school credits a turnaround in student performance on a federal 

grant. Student Math and Reading scores nearly doubled in some grades. Administrators point to 

teacher coaching and a 30 minute extension to the school day.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A local school with problems during pickup times before and after school has 

worked out its traffic jams. McClure Elementary was trying to tackle the problem of parents 

parking in the handicap bus spot. Over spring break, the school put up a sign and added paint to 

extend the handicapped bus zone.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/17/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Parents with kids at Barge Lincoln Elementary School in Yakima are worried about 

safety. They say parking is chaotic. Neighbors and parents say the area of 3rd Street and I Street 

is dangerous.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 4/18/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: The Yakima School District is considering outsourcing meals for students by hiring 

a food service management company. Currently, cafeteria cooks at each school prepare the food.  

The school district says the decision is based on providing elementary schools with more 

options. Opponents say there's no need to spend more money because the current system is 

turning a profit.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/23/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Selah will start its own driving school. Driving classes will be offered at Selah High 

School starting next month. The course will cost 365 dollars. Sessions will be held after school 

and during the summer. Right now, there are only 30 openings.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 4/27/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description:  Grandview Middle School students might be required to wear uniforms beginning 

this fall. The superintendent says a recent survey indicates 75 percent of parents support a 

uniform policy. Parents say they want to see a change in the school's culture. The school district 

hired a consultant for advice before making a decision.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/1/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Five Yakima School District teachers were honored and surprised with Crystal 

Apple Awards. Jeff Clark, Cyndi Gallon, Lee Maras, Stuart McCurdy and Jan Pease were all 

nominated by students or staff. Nominators wrote letters about how the recipients made a 

difference at their schools.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 2:00 

Description: The region will get almost $200,000 in additional funding from the Washington 

STEM organization. The money helps pay for science and engineering programs in the state like 

the one at Toppenish High School. It will be used to hire a coordinator to work with other STEM 

programs in the state and design new STEM programs in the region.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/2/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A new program offered in the Yakima Valley is designed to make sure pre-school 

teachers are ready to do the job. Dozens of them enrolled in the Pre-K Initiative in West Valley. 

All early education teachers are required to have the certification, but it's possible some could 

slip through the cracks. The program is supposed to make it easier for parents to check who is or 



is not certified. There are workshops held for the program once a quarter paid for by a grant from 

the Gates Foundation. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/4/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Tuition will be going up at Washington State University. The university's board of 

regents voted to raise tuition by 16 percent. That translates to $1,500 more and would bump in-

state tuition up to nearly $11,000 in the fall.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/7/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Examine Yakima School District procedures for background checks after a school 

employee is accused of sending sexual text messages to a 17-year-old girl. It turns out 44-year-

old Miguel Osuna passed repeated background checks. The Yakima School District employee 

also volunteered at Y-PAL and once worked for the YMCA.  Miguel Osuna's arraignment is 

scheduled for May 17th.   

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/9/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A local kindergarten teacher has been suspended with pay over a complaint one of 

her students was abused in the classroom. The child's parents claim the teacher hit their son and 

told a classmate to hit him also. Now, the district and the police are investigating. The district 

says it's waiting to hear from police about the investigation. Administrators will base any 

disciplinary action based on the evidence in the case. 

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/9/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: The final step of a class project turned into a splash for some West Valley first 

graders today. Students at Mountain View Elementary School released hundreds of salmon into 

the creek at West Valley Community Park. They raised them for the last few months to learn 

more about the habitat of salmon.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: The Yakima School District is set to receive a $600,000 state energy grant. The 

money will help improve the heating and cooling systems for schools as well as make the 

lighting system more efficient. Yakima was originally turned down for the assistance, but 

additional money was allocated to district when the governor passed the state budget.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/10/12 



Duration: 1:30 

Description: More cuts could be coming to Yakima Valley Community College. YVCC's Board 

of Trustees met to discuss next year's budget. The college could lose $600,000 in funding. State 

money to the community college has been cut by almost $7.5 million since 2008. Increases in 

student fees are also on the table.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: It will be more expensive to go to Yakima Valley Community College this fall.  An 

average 12 percent tuition hike got the ok from the State Board for Community and Technical 

Colleges. YVCC says students who receive state and Pell grants will be covered for the tuition 

increase. There will be no cuts to the college's work study, state-need grants or running start 

programs. The Board of Trustees also approved higher testing and class fees to take effect this 

summer. Administrators say some of the fees haven't changed for more than a decade and need 

to cover the college's expenses.  

 
Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/11/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Someone new will run the Selah School District in the fall. Superintendent Steve 

Chestnut announced his resignation take the job as the superintendent for the Maricopa Unified 

School District in Arizona. Chestnut spent three years running the operations in Selah.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/16/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Local students who gave something back are getting help paying for college. 

Yakima's Sunrise Rotary Club awarded scholarships to eight local high school students. The gifts 

worth up to $3,000 recognized them for their community service.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/17/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Selah's school board acted quickly to find a replacement for the outgoing district 

superintendent. Board members appointed Shane Backlund, He takes over on July first for Steve 

Chestnut who announced his resignation. Backlund most recently worked as the Director of 

Teaching and Learning for the district.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 



Date: 5/17/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: The Selah School District is cutting the librarian position. The district says the 

position isn't going away completely, but he hours are being reduced. A certified librarian will 

work at the intermediate school twice a week instead of five. The change came after a librarian 

announced her retirement. Administrators decided against hiring a replacement. Instead, current 

para-educators will cover the shifts.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/18/12 

Duration: 1:30 

Description: Some Yakima students got their hands on plenty of dough today as part of a field 

trip for Wilson Middle School. Visually impaired and blind students went to Essencia Bakery to 

learn how to make pizza and cinnamon rolls. It was also a way for them to learn how to ride the 

bus.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/22/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Opening arguments and testimony started in the administrative hearing for Taylor. 

She's appealing the suspension of her teaching certificate over allegations she had sex with a 

student. She was acquitted of all criminal charges back in 2010. Opening arguments detailed two 

very different accounts of what happened between East Valley P.E. Teacher Michele Taylor and 

two underage students. The assistant attorney general took aim at the hearing officer who ruled 

the school district didn't have enough evidence to fire Taylor. Taylor’s attorney argues Taylor 

helped the boy through tough times. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/22/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: A school plagued with behavior problems found a way to turn things around in a 

short time. Adams Elementary here in Yakima added new rules, new rewards and new teachers. 

Grant money allowed Adams Elementary to add two or three assistant teachers in each 

classroom.  More than 360 students were given detention or suspended when the program started 

in the 2009 - 2010 school year. Last year, that number was nearly cut in half.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/23/12 



Duration: 2:30 

Description: Vandals left behind a trail of damage in a quiet neighborhood in Naches. They 

destroyed thousands of dollars in property. Naches Intermediate School wound up in the middle 

of it. Investigators are tracking fingerprints and blood left behind at school. Deputies say the 

crime could be connected to a car with a Canadian license plate that was in the area at the time. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/23/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: A former East Valley High School teacher testified on her own behalf. Michele 

Taylor is trying to get her teaching certificate back. The state suspended her credentials for a 

year for inappropriate contact with students. She was acquitted in a criminal trial on the matter. 

Taylor admitted she didn't follow several policies, including the school's medicine policy for 

students. She also admitted sending an e-mail to staff members after the district told her not to.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/25/12 

Duration: 2:30 

Description: Dozens of schools here in the Valley are trying a new style of teaching called the 

'GLAD' technique. It's designed to help students who struggle with language. More than 500 

teachers in the Yakima area are practicing this new style of teaching aimed at improving 

language and reading. The teaching technique was developed to help English language learners 

and other students who struggle with language. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/29/12 

Duration: 3:35 

Description: More than 100 West Valley students and their parents are upset that the school 

district's Junior ROTC program will likely be eliminated next year. West Valley Superintendent 

Michael Brophy says about a dozen fewer students signed up for the program. He says there isn't 

enough money in the budget to justify the program with lower support.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/29/12 

Duration: 1:15 

Description: Teaching jobs could be in jeopardy at the West Valley School District. The 

superintendent says the district can't afford to pay for all of them. He says 17 certified teachers 

and 20 classified staff members are on the line. However, the district will to try to avoid 



widespread layoffs. The superintendent says the district will try to eliminate positions when 

people retire or quit.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 2:20 

Description: The threat to cut the Junior ROTC program in the West Valley School District looks 

like it won't happen. Superintendent Michael Brophy says he changed his mind after more than 

100 parents and supporters showed up at last night's school board meeting. The board will now 

find new ways to pay for the program.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 5/30/12 

Duration: 1:05 

Description: Testimony is winding down in the administrative hearing for East Valley P.E. 

Teacher Michele Taylor. The defense called its last witness in the appeal of Taylor's one-year 

suspension. She's been on paid leave over allegations she had sex with a student and sent 

inappropriate text messages to another. A trial acquitted her of any criminal wrongdoing.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/1/12 

Duration: 3:35 

Description: High schools in Yakima are anticipating their largest graduating classes ever.  

Administrators credit school improvement grants as a big reason behind student success. Across 

the board, Yakima's three high schools are anticipating more graduates this year than over the 

past two years. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/7/12 

Duration: 1:05 

Description: Lawyers presented their closing arguments in the hearing for suspended P.E. teacher 

Michele Taylor. The state suspended the East Valley P.E. teacher's credentials for a year over 

allegations of inappropriate contact with students. She was acquitted of any criminal 

wrongdoing. The judge will begin deliberating in about two weeks. Taylor's attorney Evans 

expects the judge to make a decision sometime in July 

 



Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/8/12 

Duration: 1:00 

Description: Every West Valley Middle School student who took the math state standardized test  

passed it this year. The district credits a new curriculum that offers college credit classes for 

sophomores. West Valley administrators say they expect about 60 students to meet the standard 

this year. That’s up from about 40 last year.  

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/13/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: Students at Central Washington University will pay about $1,200 more a year on 

tuition despite the fact the university has some extra money in its accounts. Administrators say 

CWU lost $66 million in state funding over the past 3 years. They lost $30 million this year 

alone. However, an enrollment increase and faculty layoffs left the university with $6 million 

dollars more than expected in this year's budget. University administrators say all of the $6 

million of unanticipated money will go back to the students in some way during the next 

academic year. 

 

Program: KIMA-TV News 

Date: 6/28/12 

Duration: 3:30 

Description: The Yakima School District is busy preparing Davis High School for big 

renovations. Employees cleared out the administration building. There was also electrical work 

being down around the campus. The renovations include bigger classrooms, a new three-story 

math and science building as well as a new gym. Two apartment buildings will be torn down to 

make room for the expansion.  
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