
 

 

 
WGN Radio 

Quarterly Issues and 

Programs List 

3rd Quarter 2017 
 

The purpose of a program report is to show how the station has given "significant 

treatment to community issues" during the past quarter.  Issues of interest in our 

community should guide program decision-making.  Issue coverage should also reflect 

station/show research into community needs/interests. 



Issue: Chicago Violence, Equality 

Date: 7/5/17 

Time: 8:00 pm 

Duration: 50 Minutes 

Description: Justin speaks with the Pastor Corey Brooks about Chicago’s violence 

epidemic and what needs to be done to fix it. 

Guest: Corey Brooks, senior pastor of New Beginnings Church 

Narrative Discussion: Corey Brooks, senior pastor of New Beginnings Church, 

joins Justin to talk about the staggering Chicago violence over the long holiday 

weekend, how economic inequality is the source for a lot of Chicago’s violence 

issues, the need to think differently how we view and address violence, how the 

Democratic party has failed the African American community for years, the Trump 

administration’s view of Chicago’s violence problem, whether crime is a 

“morality” issue, what the leaders of the African American community need to do 

to help make their communities a better place to live and why black people are 

leaving the city in record numbers. 



  ▪  Issue: What do to about getting the State of IL back on track  

  ▪  Title of Program: Live from Springfield, IL! Corporal Wakefield (Wounded Warrior  

Games), Rep. Kifowitt, Adam from OpenTheBooks.com 

  ▪  Date of Segment: July 6th 

  ▪  Time of Segment: 11:15pm - 2am 

  ▪  Duration of Segment: 2 hours  

  ▪  Description of Segment: Live from Springfield! We have Corporal Rachel Wakefield 

(Wounded Warrior Games) to discuss her military work and the games happening here 
in Chicago. Then, Rep. Kifowitt joins us on air to discuss the IL State budget and take 
listener calls. Political mind, Adam Andrzejewski from OpenTheBooks.com joins the 
show to give a different perspective of the IL State budget conversation. 

  ▪  Guests on the Segment: Corporal Rachel Wakefield, Rep. Stephanie Kifowitt, Adam 

Andrzejewski (openthebooks.com) 

  ▪  Narrative Discussion: In this segment, host Patti Vasquez is joined by a team 

of legislatures and political minds who engage in intelligent conversation over the State’s budget 

issues. They also take a detailed look on how to increase funding for programs supporting the 

less fortunate. 

  



  ▪  Issue: Rep. Davis and Rep. Batnick to give us some insight into the controversial 

Illinois budget and getting it finally passed - as well as what it will mean for Illinois.  
 

  ▪  Title of Program: The IL State Budget Convo, Rep. Davis, David Hochberg, 

Comedian Michael Palascak 

  ▪  Date of Segment: July 7th 

  ▪  Time of Segment: 11:35pm - 2am 

  ▪  Duration of Segment: 1.5 hours 

  ▪  Description of Segment: The IL State Budget Conversation continues with Rep. 

Davis, David Hochberg 

  ▪  Guests on the Segment: Rep. Davis and Rep. Batnick  

  ▪  Narrative Discussion: In this segment, host Patti Vasquez is joined by a team 

of legislatures and representatives while they take a look at reforms made by legislatures and 

discuss what would be the correct way to tackle the budget issues with our state. They also 

discuss representatives like, Rep. Madigan and discuss how he should take moves with issues 

surrounding the State of Illinois. 

  



▪  Issue: The IL State Budget aftermath  

  ▪  Title of Program: The IL State Budget aftermath with Rep. Robert Martwick, Rep.  

Harris, and Toi Hutchinson with The Weekly Political Round Table | Full Show 

  ▪  Date of Segment: July 8th 

  ▪  Time of Segment: 11:35pm - 2am  

  ▪  Duration of Segment: 2 hours  

  ▪  Description of Segment: Patti discusses the IL State Budget aftermath with Rep. 

Robert Martwick, Rep. Harris, and Toi Hutchinson. Then, the Weekly Political Round 
Table is in full force with Dave Lundy, Ken Jakubowski, Commander Wells and Erik Elk.  

  ▪  Guests on the Segment: Rep. Robert Martwick, Rep. Harris, Toi Hutchinson, Dave 

Lundy, Ken Jakubowski, Commander Wells and Erik Elk 

  ▪  Narrative Discussion: In this segment, host Patti Vasquez is joined by a team 

of legislatures who engage in intelligent conversation over the State’s budget issues. They also 

take a detailed look on how to increase funding for programs supporting the less fortunate.   



Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 07-10-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: When Greg returned from his 400 missions in Iraq he found 

himself out of sorts trying to find his way and what he should do next.    

 

Without any direction of what he should do after his time in the service, he returned 

to Sheboygan, the only destination he knew outside of military life. This began a 

cycle of depression, feelings of being lost, and drug use. Without the auspices of his 

fellow brothers, or orders to follow, he felt as though he no longer belonged in 

civilian life, even going through a bout of homelessness, in which he relied on the 

generosity of friends for a place to stay. Living on an air mattress, down to the last 

few dollars in his pocket, desperation and depression had become a day-to-day 

reality, when he saw a hiring ad for an international security firm called Triple 

Canopy. Less than 24 hours later, received an offer letter that would begin a 4 year 

career as a high-threat Security Contractor. 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Greg Jumes  

 

 

  



Issue: Gun violence, community safety, police accountability, teen safety 

Date: 7/12/2017 

Time: 8:00 pm 

Duration: 50 minutes 

Description: Examining ways to improve relationship between the Chicago police 

and members of the community. 

Guest: Wendell Phillips students Sean Waight and Trevon Walker, Wendell 

Phillips Academy High School teacher Corinne Durrette and 20-year Chicago 

Police veteran Steve Busch 

Narrative Discussion: Wendell Phillips Academy High School students Sean 

Waight and Trevon Walker, Wendell Phillips Academy High School teacher 

Corinne Durrette and 20-year Chicago Police veteran Steve Busch join Justin to 

talk about a concept the students created called, “TACTICS,” which stands for 

“Teens and Cops Together in Chicago Successfully.” The kids teamed up with 

Chicago police officers to design a series of workshops for both officers and high 

school students to build trust and a culture of understanding. To learn how to talk 

to each other. Sean, Trevon, Corinne and Steve talk about the need for this type of 

program, the importance of trying to create a better relationship between the police 

and teenagers, how the students approached the police by attending a CAPS beat 

meeting, what makes the workshops special, what each of them learned from 

participating in the workshops, the impact “TACTICS” has made at Phillips, 

“TACTICS” winning a challenge sponsored by the Aspen Institute, how they fared 

and what they learned from presenting at the Aspen Ideas Festival and how they 

plan to take this initiative global. 

  



Issue: Fighting Homelessness, Military, Taking care of Military, Veteran issues,  

Description: Fighting homelessness and exploring ways that can make sure that 

our military veterans don’t become homeless when they have completed their 

service. 

Guest: A Safe Haven co-founder and president Neli Vazquez Rowland 

Date: 7/12/17 

Time: 9:05 pm 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: A Safe Haven co-founder and president Neli Vazquez 

Rowland joins Justin to discuss A Safe Haven’s mission that is dedicated to 

providing shelter, food and programs to help transform lives from homelessness to 

self-sufficiency, the news that Will County declared an end to homelessness for 

veterans, what needs to be done to make the transition from fighting homelessness 

among veterans to fighting homelessness among the general population and and 

how we need to connect with the private sector to play a more significant role in 

the fight to end homelessness. 

  



 

 Issue:  Driving Through Flooded Roadways 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  July 18, 2017 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:16am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 42 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview, Call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Tom Appel, Publisher of Consumer Guide Automotive 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Over the past week many Chicago suburbs has been beset 
by heavy flooding.  The first and most important piece of advice is to not to do it.  
Appel explained that cars are waterproof in many areas but driving through flood 
waters means that water will get sucked up into the engine and if those components 
get wet, it’s not something you can just wait and let dry.  It will require replacement 
of parts which is expensive.  If you absolutely have to do it, Appel recommends 
idling and going through at as low as speed as possible. Digilio added from a story 
he had read that if the car stalls not to try to restart it as the engine needs air to start.  
Appel agreed and added that if water also gets in through the tailpipe it could make 
its way to the engine again causing expensive repairs.   

 

 

 

 

  



 

Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 07-19-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  7:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: Murphy elementary school in Round Lake lost their library and other 

areas of the school with all of the flooding.  We had them on to discuss their efforts to get the 

school ready to open on time at the end of August.  

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Sheila Duhane - ED of Operations Round Lake Area Schools 

 

Dr. Phill Georgia (principal Murphy)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 07-19-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: Help spreading the word across 37 states including many farmers who are at 

the Farmers markets every week.  We have sold 25 tickets in just the past two hours and are closing in 

on a record amount of tickets sold for the fundraiser, the biggest of the year for Green City Market. 

Great food is the stuff of summer in Chicago, and The Green City Market Chef BBQ brings it all together: 

delectable, homegrown produce and sustainably raised meats made into tasty morsels by Chicago’s best 

chefs! On Thursday, July 20, from 5:30 – 8:00 p.m., more than 100 local restaurants will serve up 

market-inspired creations that highlight the best of the Midwest, featuring produce, meats, and 

beverages from Green City Market farmers. The Green City Market Chef BBQ is held at the south end of 

Lincoln Park (approximately 1817 N. Clark). 

 

Guests on the Segment: Melissa Flynn, Executive Director of Green City Market 

  



 

 Issue:  $5 billion student loan foregiveness 
 

 Title of Program:  Student Loan Attorney Rae Kaplan on how a bookkeeping snafu 
has rendered $5 billion of student loan forgiveness 
 

 Date of Segment:  7/19/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:35 
 

 Duration of Segment: 13 minutes 38 seconds 
 

 Description of Segment: Student Loan Attorney Rae Kaplan explains what caused 
student loan lenders to owe borrowers a total of $5 billion  
 

 Guests on the Segment: Student Loan Attorney Rae Kaplan 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Student Loan Attorney Rae Kaplan explains what went 
wrong that rendered $5 billion in student loans forgiven. She also describes 
the cases in which you might now suddenly be free of your student loan debt. 

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue: Special Olympics’ 50th Anniversary 
 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 07/20/17 
 

 Time of Segment: 4:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment: 19:58 
 

 Description of Segment: in-studio 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Illinois Supreme Court Justice Anne Burke 
  

 Narrative Discussion: Justice Burke talks about founding the Special Olympics in 
Chicago 50 years ago and how it’s grown since then. 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Public Wi-Fi Dangers 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  July 21st, 2017 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:17am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  40 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Herb Weisbaum, NBC News Consumer Reporter 
 

 Narrative Discussion: As more and more people need / want access to their 
electronic devices and the internet, the role of public wi-fi has been highlighted. 
Using illegal technology, criminals can obtain an individual’s password if they enter it 
on a public wi-fi. A new survey Weisbaum referenced in his story indicated 62 
percent people used wi-fi to log on to e-mail and social media accounts.  A 
concerning 32 percent logged on to bank or credit card putting their financial profiles 
in danger.  Herb provided some ways for people to protect themselves.  First he 
touched on using your cell phone network. So instead of using a laptop or ipad, 
simply look up the information on your phone.  Digilio mentioned he did this 
whenever he stayed in a hotel.  Herb said this was a good way though to watch out 
for certain apps.  If the app did not encrypt their information, that’s a possible 
loophole for criminals.  Another is to look at the web address line in the browser.  If 
you see an “https” it is a secure connection.  Finally, Herb said most tech people 
recommend a Virtual Private Network which shields all web traffic on a public wi-fi. 
They do recommend a pay service as opposed to free services stating the nominal 
fee is worth it compared to the headache of identity theft.   

  



 

 Issue:  Project Onward 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  07.25.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  22 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:   Sandra Tanzer, Development Consultant 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Project Onward is an organization that gives individuals with 
mental and developmental disabilities the studio space and materials to create and 
then sell their art. Development consultant Sandra Tanzer joined Digilio to provide 
more information.  They began with the program’s history which was founded by the 
late Maggie Daley.  The benefits of Project Onward are many.  While not an art 
therapy program, their ability to communicate through art has helped participants 
make advancements in their personal life.  The group aspect allows for societal 
interaction with their peers in an encouraging environment raising their self-esteem 
and allowing for bonding.  The participants are also allowed to sell their work 
providing an extra source of income as well as the pride in having a piece 
purchased.  Next week the group will be hosting a special fundraiser put on in 
conjunction with Landmarks Illinois.  In it Project Onward participants will draw / 
paint / sketch some of Illinois’ endangered landmarks.  Digilio thanked Tanzer for her 
work, wished her luck with the fundraiser and encouraged his listeners to check out 
more about this wonderful organization.   

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Foxconn will add 13,000 jobs in WI 
 

 Title of Program:  Associated Press Statehouse Correspondent Scott Bauer on 
Foxconn: “It’ll be the first plant outside of Asia” that makes LCD display screens 
 

 Date of Segment:  07/27/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:05pm 
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 min 45 seconds 
 

 Description of Segment: Listeners learn how $10 billion is being used to create a 
factory and jobs 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Associated Press Statehouse Correspondent Scott 
Bauer 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Associated Press Statehouse Correspondent Scott 
Bauer describes how $10 billion is being allocated to build a Foxconn factory 
in Wisconsin. Scott explains the role the administration has in the addition of 
13,000 jobs over six years, and how its “made in America” quality will help to 
save trade money. 

 

 

  



 

 Issue:  Children and guns 
 

 Title of Program:  Alderman Raymond Lopez: “We’re talking about sixth and 
seventh graders who may be holding a gun for a gang member” 
 

 Date of Segment:  7/27/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35 p.m. 
 

 Duration of Segment: 17 min 50 seconds 
 

 Description of Segment: Alderman Raymond Lopez tells John what repercussion 
needs to take place as a result of children found carrying guns 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Alderman Raymond Lopez (15th Ward) 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Alderman Raymond Lopez of the 15th Ward describes 
his and Alderman Edward Burke’s plan to enforce punishment against parents 
whose children carry guns. Listeners call in with questions and their feedback. 

 

  



 

 

 Issue: Illinois Budget Impasse  
 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 7/27/17 
 

 Time of Segment: 3:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment: 10:21 
 

 Description of Segment: call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Illinois State Comptroller Susana Mendoza 
  

 Narrative Discussion: Susana talks about why she is not writing certain checks 
because the money isn’t available yet and she responds to accusations by the 
Secretary of Education about her motives for not writing checks



 

 Issue: Chicago’s Role in WWII 
 

 Title of Program:  The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 07/31/17 
 

 Time of Segment: 6:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment: 14:27 
 

 Description of Segment: in-studio 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Gary Meyer, Navy (ret) and a USSVI member 
  

 Narrative Discussion: Gary talks about a submariners memorial he’s trying to erect 
along the Chicago Riverwalk and the history of submarines secretly traveling the 
Chicago River at night during WWII. 

  



 Issue:  No More Kids with Cancer 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio 
 

 Date of Segment:  08.01.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:06am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 15 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Barry Levenson, National Mustard Museum founder 
 

 Narrative Discussion: While Levenson acknowledges National Mustard Day is a 
silly, fun event, this year it is tackling a serious subject:  pediatric cancer.  They are 
participating in the mustard challenge at 1pm.  At least 1000 people will eat a 
spoonful of mustard a la the ice bucket challenge.  The mustard challenge was 
created by a woman who lost her daughter to cancer.  During the treatment, she 
discovered the drugs used to treat pediatric cancer contained the same compound 
as mustard gas.  After hearing about Levenson’s museum, she approached him and 
he said they’d love to do it since everyone knows people who lost children to cancer. 
He added that unfortunately this is very little money dedicated to pediatric cancer 
research making fundraiser even more important.  Not only will people will be able to 
donate and participate but, French’s, major sponsor of National Mustard Day, is 
matching all monies raised as is Stand Up to Cancer.  Levenson added cancer 
researchers from Wisconsin would also be participating to show their support.   

 

 

  



 

Issue: Environment, Climate Change, Global Warming 

Description: Justin speaks with Documentary filmmakers Bonni Cohen and Jon 

Shenk about the current climate crisis and just how dire things really are if we 

don’t improve the way we take care of the Earth. 

Guest: Bonni Cohen and Jon Shenk 

Date: 8/3/17 

Time: 8:05 pm 

Duration: 50 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Documentary filmmakers Bonni Cohen and Jon Shenk join 

Justin to discuss their new film, “An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth to Power.” Bonni 

and Jon talk about why we need a sequel to “An Inconvenient Truth,” wanting to 

do a film that was different from the original, the decision by President Trump to 

pull out of the Paris Climate Accord, the passion that former Vice President Al 

Gore has about this issue, the importance of capturing authenticity, why climate 

change shouldn’t be a political issue, the emotional component of the film and how 

the climate crisis is the social issue of our time. 

  



Issue: Violence, Guns, Community safety, jobs, education 

Description: Trying to make sense of the violence in Chicago neighborhoods, 

improving schools and the importance of opening schools to make the community 

safer. 

Guest: Community Activist Hal Baskin 

Date: 8/10/17 

Time: 8:05 pm 

Duration: 50 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Englewood community activist Hal Baskin joins Justin to 

talk about his life, what drew him to the world of activism and politics, being 

inspired by the late Chicago mayor Harold Washington, what goes into being a 

community leader, if he sees himself as a controversial figure, how being a former 

gang leader helps him relate to current gang members, why we never hear the 

positive stories that come out of Englewood, the controversy surrounding a 

proposed new high school in Englewood and if Englewood is better or worse than 

it was 10, 15 or 20 year ago. 

  



 

 Issue:  New generation’s attachment to technology 
 

 Title of Program:  Author Jean Twenge on kids and the digital age: “We have to 
make sure it’s [smart phone] a tool we’re using, and not a tool that’s using us” 
 

 Date of Segment:  8/11/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:35 pm 
 

 Duration of Segment: 17 min 
 

 Description of Segment: Jean Twenge describes the emotional effects that having 
an attachment to a technological device has on iGen.  
 

 Guests on the Segment: Author Jean Twenge 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Author Jean Twenge writes iGen: Why Today’s Super-
Connected Kids Are Growing Up Less Rebellious, More Tolerant, Less Happy–
and Completely Unprepared for Adulthood–and What That Means for the Rest 
of Us. She joins John to discuss the emotional effects of technology on the 
youth, or, iGen. 

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue: Chicago Picasso Statue 
 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 8/11/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  5:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment: 20:40 
 

 Description of Segment: call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Patti Balton Stratton  
 Narrative Discussion: Patti talks about the 50th anniversary of the iconic Chicago 

Picasso and the process of bringing this work to Chicago. 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Eclipse Eye Safety 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  08.15.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:21am 
 

 Duration of Segment: 39 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Interview, call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Rod Pyle, award winning space author  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Pyle wanted to get the word about eye safety because he is 
an individual who has been negatively impacted by it.  As a young man fascinated 
by space, his parents purchased him a telescope.  While it did have a solar filter, it 
was a cheap model and did not do the job well.  Combine this with Pyle viewing 
many partial eclipses over the years, it damaged his eyesight.  The doctor said Pyle, 
in his 50s, was the youngest person he ever encountered with cataracts.  Thankfully 
they were able to repair the damage but it was a painful process and expensive.  
Pyle explained you want to look for the International Standards Organization’s seal 
of approval on any glasses you are planning on using.  They would have certified if 
the glasses are safe.  Of course scammers are finding ways to duplicate the seal but 
if you see it, you are more than likely safe with those.  He also recommended that if 
you are going out to a watch party and someone has a telescope find out more 
about the person. If he or she is an astronomer or with a club, they will have spent 
the money on a telescope with a proper filter.  If it’s some random person’s, they 
might not have.  Pyle also explained that there are other ways to view the eclipse 
without glasses like the classic cardboard box with a pinhole cut out.  A listener 
named Rich called in and asked if his welding helmet would be ok.  In this case it 
would because it has a 14 rating which is what is needed for safe viewing but Pyle 
explained glasses are better. Another listener asked if it was safe viewing via a 
phone. Pyle recommended doing it by turning your back to the eclipse and viewing it 
via selfie mode because you are no looking directly.    

  



 

Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 08-16-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  8:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: Juan Salgado is the City Colleges of Chicago Chancellor and student 
Candace Walker  
Chicagoans looking to change their lives through education can do so in an affordable way 

through City Colleges of Chicago  

 

If you build learn it, it a job will come. 

  

In just four-and-a-half months, Candace Walker learned to build a house and moved from 

minimum wage to a $40/hour job at a major Chicago company.  

  

In January, she barely knew how to use a tape measure. Now, she has a new career with The 

Habitat Company. She credits her basic certificate program (carpentry) at Dawson Technical 

Institute, part of City Colleges of Chicago and Kennedy-King College, as a catapult to her 

success. 

  

Candace’s journey was a long one, graduating high school in Arkansas and moving her and her 

two kids to Chicago in October of 2016. She’s always been interested in building houses and 

real estate, but Little Rock didn’t offer the types of jobs that would allow her to take care of her 

family. 

  

At Dawson, Candace benefited from one on one instruction, supportive classmates, advising 

and tutoring. She also learned “everything there is to know about building.” She actually 



applied for her job at The Habitat Company before her Dawson program ended. On May 5th 

she took her finals, and on May 8th she was at work. Her position entails addressing tenant 

issues, rehabbing properties, working closely with the Chicago Housing Authority, and servicing 

carpentry & construction needs. 

  

Candace’s story doesn’t end here, though; she is already saving money so she can start her own 

company that would buy abandoned properties and fix them up. Her Dawson experience isn’t 

over either, as she plans to enter the plumbing program in the fall and has her eye on learning 

more about construction management and HVAC. 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Juan Salgado  

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue:  Should confederate statues be removed? 
 

 Title of Program:  Clay Jenkinson, a.k.a. Thomas Jefferson/Theodore Roosevelt: 
“He [Jefferson] didn’t know where his loyalties lay” 
 

 Date of Segment:  8/17/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:35 pm 
 

 Duration of Segment: 13 min 
 

 Description of Segment: Humanities Scholar Clay Jenkinson and John Williams 
discuss whether or not statues like that of Robert E. Lee should be tampered with, 
and why. 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Humanities Scholar Clay Jenkinson 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Clay Jenkinson is the historian whom we welcome to 
the stage with John twice a year – once as Thomas Jefferson and once as 
Theodore Roosevelt. John consults Clay for his thoughts on the possibility of 
the Jefferson statue being removed, following President Trump’s comments 
Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Fake Check Scams 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  August 18th, 2017 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:15am 
 

 Duration of Segment: 45 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Herb Wesibuam, NBC News Consumer Reporter  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Digilio began by asking Weisbaum about a new scam 
involving fake checks.  Weisbaum explained that this was a scam that was very 
popular ten years ago and recently resurfaced.  Amounts lost varied from a couple of 
hundred to three to four thousand dollars.  The most popular way this was occurring 
was by companies claiming they want an individual to be a mystery shopper.  They 
send a bogus check for a thousand dollars.  The individual brings it to the bank and 
cashes it.  The individual is then supposed to keep a hundred dollars for themselves 
and then send the remaining cash via three wire services so the individual can rate 
how good the service is.  However, the person sending the thousand check is a 
criminal and the check counterfeit.  When the bank discovers the check is bogus that 
amount is taken out of the individual’s account because the bank already dispensed 
the thousand dollars.  Meanwhile the money that was wired was sent back to the 
criminal.  Another similar scam is someone being hired to work from home. They are 
told to keep a hundred dollars but wire the rest to an account for the equipment they 
need.  Weisbaum explained that no reputable company will ever ask you to wire 
money.  They then went on to discuss scams targeting tax preparers and this year’s 
list of the top consumer complaints.   

  



 

 

 Issue:  Displacement of the homeless 
 

 Title of Program:  Chicago Coalition for the Homeless: Homelessness isn’t illegal 
 

 Date of Segment:  8/21/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:05pm 
 

 Duration of Segment: 14 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless explains why we 
shouldn’t interrupt the lives of the homeless by performing construction where they 
live.  
 

 Guests on the Segment: The Chicago Coalition for the Homeless Legal Director 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Chicago Coalition for the Homeless Legal Director 
Patricia Nix-Hodes argues why the homeless should not be displaced, as 
construction is imminent at the viaducts in which many of them live. The 
Coalition threatens to sue the city of Chicago. Patricia explains how she thinks 
the city can work to provide comfortable living spaces for those people, even 
if construction were to occur. 

 

 

 

 

  



Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 08-22-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  8:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment:  Neighbors for Affordable Housing who also happens to be a history Phd candidate at 

U of C Nick Kryczka is fighting for the necessity of affordable housing in the Jefferson Park neighborhood.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Nick Kryczka 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue: Navy Ships Colliding With Commercial Ships 
 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 08/22/17 
 

 Time of Segment: 3:40p CST     
 

 Duration of Segment:  11:06  
 

 Description of Segment: call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Conn: Cmdr. Kirk Lippold 
  

 Narrative Discussion: Kirk joins the show to talk about his time as Commander of 
the USS Cole when it was bombed and how the chain of command works on Navy 
ships while in international waters. Kirk also explains how ships interact with 
commercial crafts in open water/ 

 

  



Issue: Conservation, Clean water, Health, Environmental resources 

Date: 8/24/17 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 20 Minutes 

Description: Justin talks about the importance of conserving Illinois’ water supply 

Guest: Danielle Gallet of the Metropolitan Planning Council 

Narrative Discussion: Danielle Gallet of the Metropolitan Planning Council joins 

Justin to talk about Illinois’ water supply, the “myth of abundance,” the importance 

of conserving water and using what we have smartly, thinking about other ways we 

can find new water sources, why we need to raise awareness to our water supply 

limitations, the need to improve our infrastructure and where the money is going to 

come from to make these improvements. 

 

  



Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 08-28-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment:  Blind Korean War Vet from Chicago...his story is amazing - Gabe 

Spataro participates in Dive Heart which By joining the Diveheart team, you will become 

part of one of the most innovative nonprofits in the diving world. Diveheart relies on the 

participation and donations of people like you to support our adaptive diver 

programs. Your involvement is valuable regardless of whether you are on the surface, 

underwater or just spreading the word. Please support Diveheart, share the Diveheart 

story, and come join us at an event. We are about you! 

 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Gabe Spataro  

 

 

  



 

 Issue:  North Korean Threats to the US 
 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 08/28/17 
 

 Time of Segment: 3:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment: 7:00 
 

 Description of Segment: call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Gordon Change 
  

 Narrative Discussion: Gordon analyzes the treats coming from the North Korean 
peninsula and what a possible response could be from Japan, S. Korea, and the 
U.S. 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Animals brought from Houston to Chicago’s Anti-Cruelty Society 
 

 Title of Program:  Chicago’s Anti-Cruelty Society: Animals travel from Houston to 
Chicago 
 

 Date of Segment:  9/1/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:05 
 

 Duration of Segment: 3:41 
 

 Description of Segment: Anti-Cruelty Society PR Manager Colette Bradley tells us 
what they are doing to help the pets affected by Hurricane Harvey 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Anti-Cruelty Society PR Manager Colette Bradley 
 

 Narrative Discussion: On Monday, Chicago’s Anti-Cruelty Society will be 
receiving at least 150 cats and dogs from Houston shelters. The rescue shelter 
will help you easily identify which animals made the journey for your adoption. 
Give a home to a dog or cat today. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue:  Highlighting Global Food Issues 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  09.05.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  4:36am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  12 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Itamar Gilboa, artist behind the Food Chain Project 
 

 Narrative Discussion: If he ate an apple, he created a sculpture of an apple. If he 
drank a carton of milk, he created a sculpture of a carton…. and it was all in the 
name of highlighting global food issues. Digilio welcomed Gilboa to talk about his 
Food Chain Project which will make it’s U.S. debut next week at Expo Chicago.  The 
origin of the project began when Gilboa moved to Tel Aviv and noticed how much his 
diet changed after moving.  This lead to the idea of writing down every day what he 
would eat.  The only restriction he had was that he was not allowed to look back in 
the book so as not to influence his future eating.  After a year, he counted up and 
discovered ate over eight thousand things.  Putting an actual number on the amount 
made Gilboa review how much he ate and what he ate.  This inspired him to help 
feed the hungry who did not have the resources he had as well as to eat better 
because he realized how many unhealthy foods he consumed.  He then made 
sculptures of each item so people could visualize what he was feeling / experienced. 
Certain sculptures were also on sale with a portion of the money raised benefiting 
Illinois based Food Tank, a non-profit organization that finds sustainable ways of 
alleviating hunger, obesity and poverty.   

  



 

 Issue:  DACA Legislation 
 

 Title of Program:  The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment:  9/5/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment:   13:32 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Phone 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Rep. Raja Krishnamoorthi 
  

 Narrative Discussion: Raja talks about what he hopes to pass in Congress that 
would allow Dreamers or DACA recipients to stay in the US legally. 

  



 

Issue: Education, Violence, Economics, Economic Development 

Date: 9/5/17 

Time: 8:05 pm 

Duration: 50 minutes 

Description: Justin looks into the issue of economics and violence and how the 

two are related. 

Guest: City Treasurer Kurt Summers 

Narrative Discussion: Chicago City Treasurer Kurt Summers joins Justin to talk 

about his duties as Chicago treasurer, why there is an aversion to investing in 

Chicago, the importance of Chicago leading the way in economic development, 

what it means to be “business friendly,” the ongoing pension crisis in Chicago and 

Illinois, why he decided to support J.B. Pritzker’s candidacy for Illinois governor 

and his future political ambitions. 

  



 

 

 Issue:  National Holocaust Memorial Museum 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  09.06.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:13am 
 

 Duration of Segment: 14 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Jed Silberg, Deputy Director for the Midwest Region of 
the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Digilio began by asking Silberg about the museum.  It 
opened in 1993 as a living memorial to Holocaust victims and during that time 
they’ve welcomed 40 million visitors.  Because it’s a national museum, the first thing 
you see when you walk in is American soldiers liberating a concentration camp. It 
then focuses on how the holocaust happened and the five main years they were in 
operation.  They also have rotating exhibitions including a look at the neighbors – 
both countries and individuals - who were complicit and those who helped.  They 
also have touring exhibitions including one focusing on the Nazi’s use of propaganda 
that appeared at The Field Museum.  Digilio then transitioned to Thursday’s event.  It 
has been going on for over 20 years and is their single largest fundraiser, a 
testament to the Chicago Community. 2,000 people will be in attendance including 
340 Holocaust survivors.  The featured speaker is Maziar Bahari, a Muslim who has 
chronicled the Holocaust and was the feature of Jon Stewart’s film “Rosewater.  He 
was chosen to highlight how religions can overcome differences and help and 
benefit each other.  Digilio concluded the interview by providing contact information 
and wishing them well.  

  



 

Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 09-06-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: Dr. Antone (tony) Tatooles: He is a cardiovascular surgeon 

and heart transplant surgeon. He is the surgical director of the mechanical heart 

program at advocate heart institute at Christ medical center.     Tonight, more than 

two dozen heart transplant patients and their families plus dozens more who have received lung 

transplants, kidney transplants or life-saving ventricular assist devices (VADs) will gather at 

Wrigley Field to celebrate their second chance at life.  

  

-          Additionally, Advocate cardiothoracic surgeons, kidney transplant surgeons, cardiologists, 

pulmonologists, nephrologists, nurses and ancillary staff will be present. The gathering is the 

largest of its kind in the Chicagoland area. 

  

-          More than 300 people in all are expected to attend.  

  

-          For more than 10 years, surgeons at Advocate Heart Institute have reunited their transplant 

patients annually.This reunion is a chance for people to meet or catch up with other transplant 
patients, as well as reconnect with their doctors, surgeons and nurses. 

 

 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Dr. Antone (tony) Tatooles 

  



 

 Issue:  JDRF Commute for The Cure 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  September 7th, 2017 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:06am 
  

 Duration of Segment: 13 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Tom Seftenberg, creator of Commute for a Cure 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Tomorrow Tom Seftenberg will partake in his 7th Commute 
for a Cure in which he will run 19 miles from his offices in downtown Chicago to his 
home in Evanston.  Over the span of that time he has raised over $200,000 and this 
particular year he has raised $25,000.  His inspiration was his wife who was 
diagnosed about nine years ago.  He felt helpless initially and wanted to do 
something to help.  They started attending JDRF events and eventually joined the 
board.  Then one day, on his drive home, he got the idea and has been doing it ever 
since.  One benefit of doing a commute for a cure is that it can be done on a 
person’s own time. Sure JDRF has their big walk / run at the beginning of October 
and the gala in December but not everyone can attend those.  This way a person 
can choose a day that is convenient to them.  Digilio then asked Seftenberg about 
his wife who was doing well.  He shared details about her story.  She was a healthy 
person but then suddenly lost a lot of weight and was constantly thirsty. A friend 
suggested she take the test and it came back positive for type 1.  He recommended 
anyone with a similar situation be checked.  Finally, he shared some good news 
about a new treatment method involving a pump / monitoring combination system, 
the first of its kind, that his wife was now using.  

  



 

 

 Issue:   Cook County Soda Tax 
 

 Title of Program:  The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 9/12/17 
 

 Time of Segment:   3:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment:   11:09 
 

 Description of Segment: call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Cook County Commissioner John Fritchey 
  

 Narrative Discussion: John talks about why he is voting to repeal and is against the 
Cook County Sugary Drink Tax. John has been against this from the beginning 
because the tax and is worried it’s too complicated. 

  



 

Issue: Equality, Race relations, Race, Civil Rights 

Date: 9/12/17 

Time: 9:05 pm 

Duration: 20 Minutes 

Description: Justin explores civil rights and racism and what can be done to 

improve each in 2017 

Guest: Author and minister Kenneth Bedell 

Narrative Discussion: Author and Minister Kenneth Bedell joins Justin to discuss 

his fascinating new book, “Realizing the Civil Rights Dream: Diagnosing and 

Treating American Racism.” Kenneth talks about his career, working as a senior 

advisor in the Obama administration at the U.S. Department of Education, why we 

need to think of racism in a different way, why the civil rights hopes of the 1960s 

have not yet been realized and what Americans can do to finally achieve the civil 

rights dream.  



 

 

 Issue: Equifax Data Breach 
 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 
 

 Date of Segment: 9/18/17 
 

 Time of Segment: 4:40p CDT 
 

 Duration of Segment: 10:20 
 

 Description of Segment: In-studio 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Attorney Kenneth T. Lumb of Corboy & Demetrio 
  

 Narrative Discussion: Ken talks about what people need to do to protect 
themselves in light of the Equifax data breach and what legal rights people impacted 
by the breach might have. 

  



Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 09-19-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  8:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: Fresh Thyme Farmers Market will host its third annual golf classic on Wednesday, September 20 

in honor of Mission 22, a veteran’s support project, and Warriors Heart Foundation, the first private treatment in the US that 
provides detox, inpatient, outpatient and long term sober living treatment solely to Warriors. -Magnus Johnson, Founder & 
President, Mission22 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: -Mike Kissel, Vice President, Mission22 

-Brad Hubbard, Secretary, Mission22 

-Dave Bernier, VP of Operations, Fresh Thyme Farmers Market 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 09-21-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: Wrecking Ball/Evanston Rebuilding Center)  

 

SHOP for building materials, renovation, and creative reuse projects 

DONATE reclaimed and reusable items for a tax deduction 

DECONSTRUCT your home or building interiors with our workforce 

DIVERT waste from landfills and keep materials local and sustainable 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: -Carla Bruni 

  



 

 Issue:  Obama Library could interfere with South Side life 
 

 Title of Program:  Rhymefest on the Obama Library: “The community wants to 
make sure it can retain its integrity and its culture” 
 

 Date of Segment:  9/26/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:35 
 

 Duration of Segment: 10:19 
 

 Description of Segment: Rhymefest of the Chicago South Side explains what the 
community is doing to halt disruption upon the community caused by Obama Library 
construction 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Rapper Che Rhymefest Smith 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Che Rhymefest Smith joins John to explain the reason 
why South Side activists request a written promise from former President 
Obama that the upcoming Obama Library won’t displace or interfere with the 
community. Rhymefest also outlines an underlying, positive message in 
Barack Obama’s plan, one that coincides with what he’s shown himself to 
stand for. Finally, Rhymefest raps for John a song inspired by the 
conversation. 

 

 

  



Issue: Surgical improvement, Medicine, Medical awareness 

Date: 9/27/17 

Time: 8:05 pm 

Duration: 45 Minutes 

Description: What needs to be done to improve surgical procedures in our 

country.  

Guest: Dr. Hakim Bouzamondo, Divisional Vice President, Head of Global 

Nutrition Research & Development, Abbott Laboratories 

Narrative Discussion: Dr. Hakim Bouzamondo, Divisional Vice President, Head 

of Global Nutrition Research & Development, Abbott Laboratories, joins Justin to 

discuss the myths that surround surgical procedures including fasting before 

surgery and why we need to raise awareness to this issue and the importance of 

rethinking the way we prepare physically and mentally for a medical procedure 

  



 

 

 Issue: Chicago vs. Equifax, data breach 
 

 Title of Program:  City of Chicago Law Department Head Ed Siskel: Equifax did 
nothing to address the gaping hole 
 

 Date of Segment:  9/29/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:05 
 

 Duration of Segment: 14:16 
 

 Description of Segment: Ed Siskel describes the City of Chicago lawsuit against 
Equifax  
 

 Guests on the Segment: Chicago Law Dept. Head Ed Siskel  
 

 Narrative Discussion: City of Chicago Law Department Head Ed Siskel 
explains how 5.4 million people’s personal data was compromised in the 
Equifax breach. He then describes the City of Chicago lawsuit against Equifax, 
and how it will affect Chicagoans.  

 

 

 

 


