
 

 

 
WGN Radio 

Quarterly Issues and 

Programs List 

2nd Quarter 2017 
 

The purpose of a program report is to show how the station has given "significant 

treatment to community issues" during the past quarter.  Issues of interest in our 

community should guide program decision-making.  Issue coverage should also reflect 

station/show research into community needs/interests. 

  



 

 Issue: Underage Drinking, drug abuse, and parenting  
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  04-03-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  10:35am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk to Bert Fulks 
 Guests on the Segment: Bert Fulks, creator of the ‘X Plan’ 
 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy talk to Bert about his ‘X Plan’, which helps 

kids get out of social situations they are uncomfortable with (i.e. underage drinking, 
etc.)  

  



 

 

 Issue:  Facebook Live assault viewers   
 

 Title of Program: Criminal Attorney Edward Austin: “In terms of a citizen, witnessing 
a crime, watching it on Facebook – no duty”  
 

 Date of Segment:  4/3/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:30 p.m.  
 

 Duration of Segment: 14 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Criminal defense attorney explains why viewers of 
Facebook Live video assaults don’t assume responsibility in the assaults themselves 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Criminal Attorney Edward Austin 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Chicago Police are frustrated by inaction involved with the 
Facebook Live video in which a group of teenage boys sexually assaulted a teenage 
girl, and 40 people watched. John consults criminal attorney Edward J. Austin to 
explain viewers’ legal obligation in witnessing a crime. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Health Care Reform 

 

 Title of Program:  The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment:  4/4/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 6:07p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 13:22  

 

 Description of Segment: call-in 

 

 Guests on the Segment: President and CEO of Philadelphia-based Thomas 

Jefferson University and Jefferson Health, Stephen K. Klasko, MD, MBA 

  

 Narrative Discussion: Dr. Klasko joins Roe Conn and Anna Davlantes to talk 

about how the GOP to talk about the new plans the GOP has for the American Health 

Care Act and what that means for the average consumer. 

 

   



 Issue: St. Francis de Sales and Big Shoulders  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  04-06-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: talking about the need to keep these catholic schools 

open in underserved areas.   

 

  

Guests on the Segment: Josh Hale and   Mike Melendrez  

 

Narrative Discussion:  President and CEO of Big 

Shoulders Fund, Josh Hale, and Mike Melendrez joined 

The Steve Cochran Show to discuss the important 

work they’re doing at St. Francis de Sales High School 

and 77 other schools that are within the highest 

poverty areas and among the oldest Catholic schools 

within the Archdiocese of Chicago. 

  

http://www.bigshouldersfund.org/
http://www.bigshouldersfund.org/
http://www.sfdshs.org/


 

 Issue: Black Women’s Expo  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  04-07-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:40a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: BWE offers women an opportunity to get informed, 

empowered and enlightened, while discovering the latest trends and amazing new products 

and services specifically created for them. The Expo will feature locally and nationally 

recognized speakers touching on topics from finance to relationships; raising our children to 

protecting our communities.  

 

Guests on the Segment: Patricia Andrews-Keenan 

 

.  

 The Black Women’s Expo (BWE) is known for presenting top notch, of the minute 

entertainment; and seminars that are hard hitting, uplifting, tear inducing and informative.  This 

year is no exception, when the longest running Expo of its kind, kicks off its 23rd year in 

Chicago.  Opening this Friday, April 7 at the McCormick Place, among the highlights of the 

three-day event will be entertainment by CeCe Winans, K. Michelle, Dreezy, Sevyn Streeter 

and Jekalyn Carr.  “A Candid Conversation with Vivica Fox” will be held Saturday, followed by 

“A Conversation with Kandi Burruss…Love, Relationship, and Intimacy.”  Saturday’s BWe Town 

Hall Series entitled “Stand Your Ground” will be presented in conjunction with the Chicago 

Defender.  

  

http://www.theblackwomensexpo.com/


 

 Issue: South Shore Jackson Park Project   
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  04-10-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  8:10a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 20 minutes  
 

Description of Segment:  In conjunction with the Chicago Park District, our mission is to 

promote sustainable municipal golf and additional youth programs while creating a 

championship caliber facility at the South Shore and Jackson Park courses.  

 

Guests on the Segment: Mark Rolfing  

 

. At South Shore and Jackson Park, the Chicago Park District has two adjacent public golf 

facilities, approximately 7 miles south of Chicago’s Loop. While these courses share joint 

boundaries across the intersection of 67th & Lake Shore Drive, they are currently operated 

separately without any crossway. The 9-hole South Shore Golf Course is one of Chicago's 

hidden gems, situated directly on Lake Michigan. Moreover, an iconic city building, the South 

Shore Cultural Center, is located on this Park District property. The South Shore Cultural Center 

hosted galas dating back to the 1920s, while it’s more recent history includes the wedding 

receptions of President and Mrs. Obama, as well as Mayor Rahm Emanuel and his wife Amy 

Rule. 

  



 

 

 Issue: The Social Host Law 
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  04-11-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  10:35am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk to Attorney Jeffrey Kroll 
 Guests on the Segment: Attorney Jeffrey Kroll 
 Narrative Discussion: In light of prom season, Bill and Wendy talk with Jeff Kroll 

about the Social Host Law, which holds adults responsible for underage drinking at 
parties they host.  

  



 

 Issue:  Student Loan Debt 

 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 4/17/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 3:40p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 9:38 

 

 Description of Segment: in-studio 

 

 Guests on the Segment: Gail MarksJarvis, Personal Finance Columnist for the Chicago 

Tribune  

  

 Narrative Discussion: Marksjarvis joined Brian Noonan in-studio to tell him about her 

recent article on the growing problems in the student loan world, including the lack of response 

and transparency from student loan call centers. 

 

  

  



 

 Issue:  Answering Automotive Questions  
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  04.18.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:17am-3am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  43 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview, Call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Tom Appel, Publisher – Consumer Guide Automotive 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Buying and owning a car can be a very expensive 
proposition.  Appel joined Digilio to help listeners by answering their automotive 
questions and providing advice.  Questions included a call from Joe who asked 
about Costco’s car buying program.  The company now offered a service where they 
would purchase a vehicle for you and then you pay Costco.  Appel explained it was 
generally a positive experience.  However, if you negotiated directly with a dealer, 
you may be able to get a cheaper price.  How much cheaper though would be a 
matter of debate.  Along those same lines, a texter Robert asked about Tesla buyers 
receiving tax rebates.  Appel mentioned the cost of the car was reduced.  However, 
there was a ceiling of 200,000 units and Tesla would soon surpass that.  This leads 
to a discussion of the Volvo settlement and how it would aid electric vehicles.  Part 
of the settlement would be dedicated to building and operating more electric 
chagrining station.  While most would still charge at home, having these stations 
would be helpful in emergency situations and promote electric car use.  

 

  



Issue: Gun violence, community safety, police accountability 

Date: 4/18/2017 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Description: The future of policing in Chicago neighborhoods 

Guest: 2nd Ward Alderman Brian Hopkins 

Narrative Discussion: Alderman Brian Hopkins (2nd) joins Justin to talk about 

escalating crime and violence in Chicago, addressing these issues in disparate 

neighborhoods throughout the city, trying to get additional police officers on the 

streets, changing the ways the city deploys police officers and the possibility of 

adding private security services to certain neighborhoods to help combat crime. 

  



 

 Issue:   Free Park Ridge Public Library Series 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  04.19.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:06am-3:18am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  12 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:   Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Matthew Hoffman, series programmer 
 

 Narrative Discussion:   There’s a free series at the Park Ridge Public Library that 
can be enjoyed by young and old alike.  Digilio welcomed Hoffman to talk about his 
“Movies about Movies” series.  Every Thursday, Hoffman would screen a film about 
films for free.  He would play fun related extras at the beginning, then show the 
movie and then host a discussion afterwards.  Often these films are suitable for all 
ages offering everyone a free night of entertainment and information.   

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue:  Facebook Live Murder 
 

 Title of Program:  Washington Post Reporter Elizabeth Dwoskin: Creating a lag to 
prevent shock of Facebook Live 
 

 Date of Segment:  4/19/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:05 pm 
 

 Duration of Segment: 17 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Reporter explains the responsibility Facebook assumes in 
Facebook Live cases 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Washington Post Reporter Elizabeth Dwoskin 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Washington Post Silicon Valley Correspondent Elizabeth 
Dwoskin joins John to analyze and discuss the horror that Steve Stephens 
broadcast live on Facebook. Elizabeth provides her solutions to the problem that 
many believe Facebook itself needs to address. Listeners weigh in with theirs. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Pressure to achieve on Naperville high school students  
 

 Title of Program:  Are We Putting Too Much Pressure On High School Kids? 
 

 Date of Segment:  4/20/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:05 pm 
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Tracy Weiner thinks something needs to be done to 
reduce pressure and stress put on students, and to avoid depression.  
 

 Guests on the Segment: Tracy Weiner, former WGN Radio producer 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Former WGN Producer Tracy Weiner joins John Williams to 
talk about the Naperville North High School petition and if we are asking too much of 
high school kids, leading to pressure-induced depression. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue:   Avoiding IRS Scams 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  04.21.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:17am-2:59am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  42 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:   Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Herb Weisbaum, NBC News Consumer Reporter 
  

 Narrative Discussion:   Herb Weisbaum is an Emmy award-winning reporter who 
covers the consumer beat for NBCnews.com.  In this conversation with Nick Digilio, 
he discussed ways to avoid IRS scams.  Now that April 18th has passed and most 
have filed their taxes, there’s a new opportunity for criminals to call and make 
individuals think they did something wrong and need to pay immediately.  With that 
in mind, Weisbaum provided some warning signs.  First, the debt collectors working 
with the IRS are starting with people who have been mailed several times about past 
due taxes and have been delinquent for a while.  If you are getting a call out of the 
blue and don’t fall in those categories, it’s probably a scam.  In addition if the caller is 
abusive and threatens you with arrest, this is also a scam.  Another tipoff is how they 
advise you to pay.  The only way the IRS accepts payment is via check made to the 
U.S. Treasury.  If the scammer demands a credit card, debit card or even a gift card 
to Amazon or I-Tunes, it is a scam.  Weisbaum also directed people to some helpful 
links provided by the IRS at the bottom of his article which will provide even more 
information.   

 

  



Issue: Environmental protection 

Date: 4/21/17 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 20 Minutes 

Description: Justin speaks with the Shedd Aquarium’s sustainability specialist 

Maddie Caldwell and Hooked on Fish founder Karen Wollins to talk about issues 

that are negatively impacting our planet. 

Guest: Shedd Aquarium’s Maddie Caldwell and Hooked on Fish founder Karen 

Wollins. 

Narrative Discussion: In honor of Earth Day, Justin welcomes Shedd Aquarium’s 

sustainability specialist Maddie Caldwell and Hooked on Fish founder Karen 

Wollins to talk about issues that are negatively impacting our planet including the 

use of plastic straws and over-fishing. 

  



 

 Issue: Autism Awareness 
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  04-25-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk to Addie Goodman  
 Guests on the Segment: Addie Goodman, Executive VP of JCC Chicago 
 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy talk about the importance of inclusion with 

autistic individuals, with Addie Goodman.   

  



Issue: Volunteering, violence, doing good 

Description: Exploring ways that volunteering can make a positive impact on the 

community 

Guest: Chicago Cares CEO Jenne Meyers 

Date: 4/25/17 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Chicago Cares CEO Jenne Myers joins Justin to talk about 

being a leader in the region in trying to get Chicagoans to volunteer, how 

volunteering can be good for some of the issues that plague our communities, the 

chance that volunteering becomes mandatory in the city of Chicago, the 

importance of getting out of your own community to volunteer in other 

communities, the challenge of getting people to volunteer, how social media is 

helping with getting people to volunteer, April being National Volunteer Month 

and the #DoMoreGood challenge. 

  



 

 

 Issue: Tax Code Reform 

 

 Title of Program:  The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 4/26/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 6:40p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 15:49 

 

 Description of Segment: Call-in 

 

 Guests on the Segment: Heritage Foundation economis, and the architect behind 

President Trump's economic agenda, Stephen Moore 

  

 Narrative Discussion: Chicago native Stephen Moore joins Roe Conn and Anna Davlantes 

to explain how the president's plan for reforming the U.S. tax code will lead to more jobs, 

increase revenue, and slash corporate tax rates. 

 

  

  



 

 Issue:   Cinema Chicago Education program 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  05.02.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:36am-2:59am 
 

 Duration of Segment:   23 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:   Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Lauren Ponto, education manager and Olivia Peace, 
participant in CineYouth Festival 

  

 Narrative Discussion:   Cinema Chicago offers year-round educational screenings 
for students in Chicago Public Schools.  They also organize screenings during the 
Chicago International Film Festival in which students are brought in to see some of 
the selections.  However, the crown jewel of the program is the CineYouth festival.   
Featuring 77 short films made by kids ages 7 to 22, CineYouth is happening this 
weekend and is completely free.  Joining Digilio to talk about it is Lauren Ponto, 
education manager and festival director.  In addition, Olivia Pence, one of the 
directors, also joined the conversation.  Pronto explained CineYouth was now in its 
13th year and received 465 entries from 8 countries.  One of them is Peace’s entry 
called Pangea.  It tells the tale of a young girl during Hurricane Katrina.  Like most of 
the festival, it is a thought provoking piece designed to engage the audience.  This is 
the goal of both CineYouth and the education program in general Ponto explained.  
Digilio congratulated both on their great work and reminded listeners that while the 
events were free, reservations were recommended via the website.   

 

  



 

 Issue:   Pediatric Cancer Benefit 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  05.09.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:36am – 2:58am 
 

 Duration of Segment: 22 minues 
 

 Description of Segment:   Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Barry Levenson 
  

 Narrative Discussion:   After a successful career as a litigator (including winning a 
case in front of the Supreme Court) Levenson decided to focus on his other passion: 
food.  He started teaching courses on food law at University of Wisconsin.  One of 
his favorite food relate item was mustard and he had become a connoisseur 
amassing hundreds of bottles from around the world.  On a lark, he decided to open 
a mustard museum which became hit and a tourist stop in Wisconsin.  One thing 
they do every year is celebrate National Mustard Day.  This year they are 
participating in the Mustard Challenge which is benefitting the charity “No More Kids 
with Cancer.”  The organization was founded by Amy Summy, who lost her 11 year 
old daughter to the disease.  During her treatment Summy learned that many of the 
medicines developed for pediatric cancer were founded in 1950 with only a few 
advancements since.  In addition, these treatments had serious long term side-
effects.  This was caused, in part, by three compounds that were also found in 
mustard gas.  She created the organization shortly thereafter in hopes of raising 
funds and awareness so more research could be done.  They also created the 
Mustard Challenge in which people would eat a large spoonful of mustard to raise 
funds.  Digilio congratulated Levenson and encouraged his listeners to go to the 
website www.no more kids with cancer.org to get more information.   

 

  

http://www.no/


 

 Issue: Stroke Awareness 
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  05-09-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
  

 Guests on the Segment: Steve Godsell 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy talk with our own Steve Godsell, about 
Stroke Awareness month.    

  



 

 

 Issue: Health/Medicine (Antibiotic Resistance) 

 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 05/09/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 4:07p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 15:02 

 

 Description of Segment: call-in 

 

 Guests on the Segment: Dr. Cathleen London 

  

 Narrative Discussion:  London joins Roe Conn and Anna Davlantes to talk about why 

carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae (CRE), which withstands many of the strongest 

antibiotics, is such a dangerous superbug and explain what medical professionals are doing to 

combat the rise in these types of bacteria.  

  



Issue: Public policy, health and wellness 

Description: Exploring if the United States is prepared to handle the next 

pandemic. 

Guests: Dr. John Hackett and Dr. Mary Rodgers from Abbott Laboratories 

Date: 5/10/17 

Time: 8:05 pm 

Duration: 45 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Dr. John Hackett and Dr. Mary Rodgers, virus hunters from 

Abbott Laboratories, join Justin to talk about the global viral surveillance program 

at Abbott Labs, the importance of keeping track of viruses, trying to advance 

technology, how often they are coming across new viruses, their relationship with 

the government, recognizing how their work can save lives and the chances of 

seeing another global pandemic. 

  



 

 Issue: Suicide prevention  
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  05-12-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:35am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
  

 Guests on the Segment: Neil Laybourn and Johnny Benjamin 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy talk to Neil and Johnny. One talked the other 
from taking his own life, which led to a great friendship, and the two of them 
completing the London Marathon.  

  



Issue: LGBTQ issues, equality, health 

Date: 5/15/17 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 20 Minutes 

Description: Justin breaks down the importance of changing attitudes related to 

LGBTQ rights. 

Guest: Political scientists Dr. Brian F. Harrison and Dr. Melissa R. Michelson 

Narrative Discussion: Political scientists and authors Dr. Brian F. Harrison and 

Dr. Melissa R. Michelson join Justin to discuss their book, “Listen, We Need to 

Talk: How to Change Attitudes about LGBT Rights.” Dr. Harrison and Dr. 

Michelson talk about where the idea for the book comes from, the methods used to 

get people to change their minds about LGBT issues and why this issue has shown 

a pattern of improvement over the last 20 years. 

  



Issue: Education, Schools, Violence, Summer Jobs, Youth Programs 

Description: Justin speaks with Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer about 

the importance of summer jobs programs for the youth in Chicago 

Guest: Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer 

Date: 5/16/17 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 25 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Cook County Commissioner Bridget Gainer joins Justin to 

talk about coordinating the efforts between the county and the city of Chicago 

when it comes to jobs for youth, the challenge of attracting high-risk youths to a 

job program, getting the private sector involved in creating summer jobs and the 

importance of eliminating barriers to young people that want to find jobs in the city 

and county. 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Use of Force by the Chicago Police Department 
 

 Title of Program:  Former Federal Prosecutor Lori Lightfoot: The FBI has to be 
completely independent 
 

 Date of Segment: 05/17/17  
 

 Time of Segment:  2:05 p.m. 
 

 Duration of Segment: 13 min 
 

 Description of Segment: Chicago Police Board President Lori Lightfoot describes 
the change in policy of the use of force, and weighs in on the definition of obstruction 
of justice 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Lori Lightfoot 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Lori Lightfoot expresses her pride in the revised use of force policy of 
the Chicago Police Department. She attended a press conference for the matter today, as the 
Chicago Police Board President. Lori is also a former federal prosecutor; she defines obstruction of 
justice in the case of President Trump’s alleged request of James Comey to “let go” of the Flynn 
probe. 

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Mental health 
 

 Title of Program:    
 Reporter Stacy St. Clair: “He was joking around at the lunch table up until he was 

called into the office” 
 

 Date of Segment:  05/23/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:35 p.m. 
 

 Duration of Segment: 16 min 
 

 Description of Segment: Chicago Tribune Reporter Stacy St. Clair describes the 
event that led to a local teenager’s suicide. 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Stacy St. Clair 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Chicago Tribune Reporter Stacy St. Clair describes her investigation into 
the story of a 16-year-old Naperville student who committed suicide, directly after being threatened 
of placement on the state sex offenders list. Frustrated listeners call in, mustering their best possible 
explanations for the suicide. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/breaking/ct-naperville-north-suicide-20170522-story.html#nt=oft02a-2la1


 

 Issue:  Youth enrichment 
 

 Title of Program:  McCormick Foundation for One Summer Chicago 2017: The 
point is in “Helping build pride and networks for the youth” 
 

 Date of Segment:  05/23/17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35 p.m.  
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 min  
 

 Description of Segment: McCormick Foundation Senior Vice President Don Cooke tells John 
how One Summer Chicago 2017 works to provide kids ages 14-24 with work, and why a job is 
important for youth enrichment. 

 
 Guests on the Segment: Don Cooke 

 
 Narrative Discussion: McCormick Foundation Senior Vice President Don Cooke tells John how 

One Summer Chicago 2017 works to provide kids ages 14-24 with work. Proceeds to One Summer 
Chicago 2017 will go towards helping companies the McCormick Foundation recruits to find those 
jobs. You can donate today here or by calling 800-931-5707. 

 

 

  

http://onesummerchicago.org/donate


 

 Issue: Good Sports  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 05-24-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: CPS RECEIVES SIZEABLE DONATION TO FUND ELEMENTARY 

FEMALE SOCCER TEAMS U.S. Women’s National Team star Christen Press to join teams 

for donation on Sat., June 3 

CHICAGO – The national charitable organization, Good Sports, which also operates 

in Chicago, has announced a sizeable donation to Chicago Public Schools’ athletic 

programs.  

U.S. Women’s National Team star Christen Press will join Good Sports  

 

 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Christen Press  

 

  



 

 Issue: JPF  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 05-26-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  6:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment:  JPF focuses on giving children and adolescents opportunities designed to develop 

their leadership skills and enrich their lives.  

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Jarrett Payton  

 

 

All proceeds fund the core JPF programs, including our most popular, PROJECT: NO BULL. 

 

When Jarrett was younger, he was bullied.  

 

Walter instilled this in JP’s head: We are more similar than we are all different. 

 

Applying that statement to JPF, PROJECT: NO BULL is an in-school, anti-bullying program. JP makes appearances 

in schools and delivers strong messaging and influential projects to help our youth create and maintain a safe 

environment… encouraging young people to speak out if and when they see bullying occur online or in person. 

 

JP absolutely LOVES going to schools and speaking to gymnasiums full of students. 

 

  



 

 Issue: Chronically ill children and their families 
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  05-26-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  10:35am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
  

 Guests on the Segment: Charles ‘Peanut’ Tillman 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Elton Jim talk with Peanut about what the Charles 
Tillman Cornerstone Foundation, and a charitable event he had coming up.  

  



 

 Issue:   Getting Fit for the Summer 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  05.30.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:36am-3am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  24 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:   Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Ron Henderson, Personal Trainer 
  

 Narrative Discussion:   Ron Henderson has been a personal trainer for over thirty 
years.  He recently started offering free apps to help people get motivated into 
exercising.  Before that Digilio asked about fitness tips.  The first was not to buy junk 
as in junk food.  If you don’t buy unhealthy foods you will obviously not eat them and 
that small thing can go a long way.  The second was setting priorities.  You have to 
make your health one of the most important things in your life.  The most common 
excuse is that person doesn’t have time but you have to make time.  The bonus is if 
you do this you’ll find other tasks easier because you will feel better.  The third was 
stopping when full.  Digilio especially liked this one.  It’s common sense but many of 
us overeat.  By paying attention to the body we can cut down on excess.  They then 
talked the apps.  Henderson created these apps to help people and that is why he 
made them free.  One app offered motivational videos for those who need a pick-me 
up or encouragement.  Another app that focused solely on quotes did something 
similar.  Finally the third app features Henderson’s favorite exercises.  He adds a 
new video every week or focusing on a different body part to help get in shape.   

 

  



 

 Issue: MB  Bike the Drive  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 05-30-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment:  Bike The Drive was launched by the Chicagoland Bicycle Federation in 

2002 to raise funds for programs to expand the Chicago area's bicycle transportation network, 
promote bicycling as a mode of transportation, improve bicycling conditions and traffic safety, and 
provide bicyclists with a variety of resources and support. 

The event is organized in coordination with the City of Chicago, its agencies and departments.[1] 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: MB Financial's Karen Perlman 

 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bike_The_Drive#cite_note-1


 

 Issue: Illinois Budget Crisis 

 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 5/30/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 3:37p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 12:12 

 

 Description of Segment: call-in 

 

 Guests on the Segment: Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner 

  

 Narrative Discussion: Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner joins Anna Davlantes and Pat Brady 

(in for Roe Conn) to talk about what he is hoping to accomplish in the last days of the 

Springfield legislature’s Spring sessions and the likelihood the state will avoid going into year 

three without a budget. 

 

   



 

 

 Issue: Videogame Litigation 

 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 5/30/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 4:37p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 10:49 

 

 Description of Segment: call-in 

 

 Guests on the Segment: The founder and managing partner of Siprut PC, Joseph Siprut 

  

 Narrative Discussion: Siprut is the litigator behind a class-action suit that alleges that the 

makers of Candy Crush offered players free lives if they connected their accounts to Facebook 

and marketed Candy Crush to their friends, and then without warning deleted the lives. Siprut 

argues that Candy Crush lives have a monetary value of about 20 cents, which is what they cost 

if not donated by friends. Mr. Siprut joins Anna Davlantes and Pat Brady (in for Roe Conn) to 

talk about who is eligible for this suit. 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 Issue: Global Warming – Paris Accord 

 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 6/1/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 4:07p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 14:41 

 

 Description of Segment: call-in 

 

 Guests on the Segment: Carl Pope, former head of the Sierra Club and co-author of 

“Climate of Hope: How Cities, Businesses, and Citizens Can Save the Planet” 

  

 Narrative Discussion: Pope joins Roe Conn and Anna Davlantes to talk about why 

President Trump pulling out of The Paris Agreement and why that doesn't mean the United 

States is going to stop battling climate change things around, and why the federal government 

should be doing more to help Chicago.  



 

 

 Issue:  Credit Score Confusion 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio 
 

 Date of Segment:  06.02.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:16am-2:58am 
 

 Duration of Segment: 42 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview, Call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Herb Weisbaum, NBC News Consumer Reporter 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Herb Weisbaum is an Emmy award-winning reporter 
who covers the consumer beat for NBCnews.com.  In a recent article, 
Weisbaum focused on credit scores and the confusion that surrounds them.  
A recent Nerdwallet survey found some common misconceptions that 
Weisbaum would help explain.  First, there is a credit file and a credit score.  
The file has all of your credit history.  The score is a number created by an 
algorithm to make it easier for a company to approve or deny credit based 
upon all of the elements of file.  One very common misconception was that 
everyone starts with a perfect credit score.  This was not the case. Rather, the 
credit file determines the score so it could range from very good to very bad.   
Another misconception was that having a small balance could help your 
score.  Digilio had heard this one for years.  However, it is not true.  Credit 
scores increase when balances are paid in full and on time. Digilio asked 
Weisbaum why he thought this misconception began.  Weisbaum attributed to 
the right advice that you want to use every card you have to show an active 
and healthy credit file.  However, he reiterated that you must pay them off. 
Another tip he shared was not to close down a credit card.  People believed 
that if they had a card they didn’t use it was better just to get rid of it.  
However, the algorithm adds up credit limits and the more that total is, the 
more it improves the score.  Weisbaum explained it was better to keep it open 
and make occasional small purchases on it and pay them off.   

 

 

  



 

 

Issue: Gateway for Cancer Research 

 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 06-02-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: A now 20 year old cancer survivor, Maddy Oliver was a junior in high school 

and dancing three years ago as a party motivator at a Bar Mitzvah in Philadelphia, when she got a 

shooting pain in her leg like never before.  She now calls it her last dance for two years.  She was 

diagnosed with osteosarcoma, a malignant sarcoma of the bone that has one of the lowest survival rates 

for pediatric cancers.   Through a clinical trial  funded by Gateway for Cancer Research, based in 

Schaumburg and founded by Richard J Stephenson who also is founder of Cancer Treatment Centers of 

America® (CTCA), she is now thriving and living a normal healthy life in her first year of college.  She 

plans to become a nurse.   

 

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Maddy Oliver 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.gatewaycr.org/


 

 

 Issue: Alcoholism and addiction  
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  06-09-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:35am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
  

 Guests on the Segment: Neil Steinberg 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy talk with Suntimes columnist, Neil Steinberg, 
about his struggle with alcoholism. 

  



 

 

 

 

 Issue:  Cook County Property tax assessment discrepancies 
 

 Title of Program:  Reporter Jason Grotto on Cook County Property Tax 
Assessments: “The County’s not doing a whole lot to get it right the first time” 
 

 Date of Segment:  June 13, 2017 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:05 pm  
 

 Duration of Segment: 18 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Chicago Tribune Reporter Jason Grotto explains 
where he got his data on tax assessment inaccuracies, responds to Cook 
County Assessor spokesman 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Jason Grotto 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Chicago Tribune Reporter Jason Grotto explains the 
discrepancies in Cook County property tax assessments. This morning, Cook 
County Assessor Joseph Berrios spokesman Tom Shaer joined the Steve 
Cochran Show to explain parts of Jason Grotto’s reports that he claims to be 
incorrect. Jason rebuts those claims here with John. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue: Veterans Affairs ( 2017 DoD Warrior Games) 

 

 Title of Program:  The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 6/13/17  

 

 Time of Segment: 6:07 

 

 Duration of Segment: 12:41  

 

 Description of Segment: in-studio 

 

 Guests on the Segment: Navy veteran, Ryan Shannon 

 

 Narrative Discussion:  Ryan and his support dog Chelsea join Roe Conn 

and Anna Davlantes to talk about his involvement in the 2017 Department of 

Defense Warrior Games, which are taking place in Chicago. 

 

   



 

Issue: Canine Companions  

 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 06-14-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  8:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment:.   

Canine Companions for Independence over the past year. Canine 

Companions is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that enhances the lives of 

people with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs and 

ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships.  CCI provides their 

assistance dogs and all related support services free of charge to recipients.  

  

 

Guests on the Segment: Laurel Marks 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 Issue: Road Rage 
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  06-15-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  10:35am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
  

 Guests on the Segment: Dirk Nevelle 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy talk with author, Dirk Nevelle, about what 
factors lead to road rage, and what you can do to prevent it.  

  



Issue: Education, STEM, equality in Education, diversity 

Date: 6/15/17 

Time: 8:05 pm 

Duration: 45 Minutes 

Description: Looking into ways that we can get more women and minorities 

interested in Math and Engineering. 

Guest: Corlis D. Murray, Senior Vice President, Quality Assurance, Regulatory 

and Engineering Services at Abbott Laboratories 

Narrative Discussion: Corlis D. Murray, Senior Vice President, Quality 

Assurance, Regulatory and Engineering Services at Abbott Laboratories, joins 

Justin to talk about her career, how she started as an intern at IBM, what she knew 

about the field of engineering, the obstacles she had to overcome early in her 

career, what made her push through the adversity in her life, the similarity between 

her story and the movie, “Hidden Figures” and the effort to get young people to 

pursue a career in STEM. 

  



 

 Issue:  Illinois state budget impasse causing potential loss of lottery and 
cancelation of construction 

 

 Title of Program:  Representative Patti Bellock (R) on the Illinois Budget 
Impasse: “We’re all tired of the status quo” 
 

 Date of Segment:  June 16, 2017 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:05  
 

 Duration of Segment: 13 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Rep. Patti Bellock gives solutions to 2-year-long 
budget impasse 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Representative Patti Bellock (R) 
 

 Narrative Discussion: It’s crunch time for Illinois lawmakers, as a lot of Illinois 
resources will be put on the line on June 30th if there is no budget by then. 
Republican House Representative Patti Bellock responds to yesterday’s guest, 
Democratic House Representative Lou Lang’s solutions and critiques of our 
state government. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue: Cybersecurity  
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  06-19-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
  

 Guests on the Segment: Jason Glassberg 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy talk with Cybersecurity expert, Jason 
Glassberg, about what you can do to prevent getting hacked.  

  



Issue: Employment, gun violence, education, funding social issues, youth safety 

Date: 6/19/17 

Time: 8:05 pm 

Duration: 45 Minutes 

Description: Justin examines a variety of issues related to youth safety, gun 

violence, funding for social issues, employment and education. 

Guest: Chicago Beyond Managing Director Liz Dozier 

Narrative Discussion: Educator and Chicago Beyond managing director Liz 

Dozier joins Justin to discuss Chicago Beyond’s second annual Go Innovate 

Challenge. Liz talks about what she learned from the first challenge and how she 

wanted to improve it, finding new ways to tackle issues such as education and gun 

violence and the future of funding social issues. 

  



 

 

 Issue: Chicago Youth Enrichment 

 

 Title of Program: The Roe Conn Show w/Anna Davlantes 

 

 Date of Segment: 6/20/17 

 

 Time of Segment: 6:40p 

 

 Duration of Segment: 11:13 

 

 Description of Segment:  in-studio 

 

 Guests on the Segment:  The General Manager of 360 CHICAGO, Nichole 

Williamson and the COO of My Block, My Hood, My City, Codi Tranel 

  

 Narrative Discussion: Nichole & Codi join Roe Conn and Anna Davlantes 

to talk about a unique opportunity to sleep over atop the John Hancock Center 

for a great cause.  

  



 

 Issue:   Third Shift Sleep Tips 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 

 Date of Segment:  06.21.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35am-2:59am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  24 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:   Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Zoe Weiner, health and wellness journalist 
  

 Narrative Discussion:   Weiner joined Digilio to talk about the sleep research she 
did for people who work third shift.  Weiner herself was new to the experience 
having recently joined a program called Remote Year.  In it she would spend all of 
2017 moving to a different country every month.  In order to maintain her work as a 
journalist and communicate with her employers, she would have to work third shift in 
that country which would correspond to a normal work hours for her employers in the 
states.  As a result, she did research for those on the shift including sleep tips.  The 
first was to establish a routine.  Working during the night and sleeping during the day 
is not easy on the body but establishing a routine softened the blow.  Many also had 
the routine of waking up at the same time every day and immediately exercising 
which would had the best results.  At the same time, Weiner’s research indicated 
that people must listen to their bodies.  If you need an extra hour of sleep and can 
take it, do it.  Another important idea was to limit caffeine.  Often times, workers will 
drink so much coffee to stay awake that by the end of the shift, they’d be wide 
awake.  Limiting caffeine helps to wind down when it is time to wind down.  Weiner 
especially appreciated this tip as other countries caffeine limits are much higher than 
others.  She pointed to Taiwanese Red Bull as an example.   

 

  



 

 Issue:  Beverage tax implementation 
 

 Title of Program: Toni Preckwinkle: “If you want good government, you’ve got 
to pay for it” 
 

 Date of Segment:  June 21, 2017 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35  
 

 Duration of Segment: 15 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Toni Preckwinkle explains reasoning for the 
sweetened beverage tax in Cook County 
 

 Guests on the Segment: Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle 
 

 Narrative Discussion: Cook County Board President Toni Preckwinkle defends 
the sweet beverage tax, a proposal many are dreading for more reasons than 
cravings. One of her arguments is that the tax will contribute to public health 
while raising state revenue. Listeners weigh in. 

 

 

 

  



 

Issue: Illinois Education Association 

  
  
 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment: 06-23-17 
 

 Time of Segment:  8:40a      
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

Description of Segment: Every Student Succeeds Act Implementation:  For 14 years of No Child Left 

Behind, Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) returns decision making for our nation’s education back 

where it belongs - in the hands of local educators, parents and communities. The work, in many ways, is 

just beginning, however. Because the new law removes so many federal mandates ranging from 

assessment, accountability and evaluation, state legislatures will be playing a decisive role in 

determining how ESSA is implemented. Illinois Education Association wants to ensure the state gets it 

right! 

  

 

 

 

Guests on the Segment: Cinda Klickna 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 Issue:  Social Media, Technology and Mental Health 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio 
 

 Date of Segment:  06.28.17 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35am-3am 
 

 Duration of Segment:  25 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview, Call-in 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Dr. Karen Phillip, Psychotherapist 
 Narrative Discussion: Digilio began by asking Philip about a recent blog post 

she wrote about Social Media and whether it was making us depressed.  
Digilio believed it to be true and Philip explained why it could be.  Social media 
is an idealized showcase of life.  We see a big group of photo of people 
smiling at dinner and we think they have a perfect life and we are missing out. 
However, what we don’t see is the massive fight that might have occurred 
after.  Philip pointed out another danger with social media is that we are 
missing out on other forms of communications.  All we have with social media 
is a written word and a few cues.  What we miss out on are tone and body 
language which are crucial to really understanding the dynamic of the 
conversation and the event.  She mentioned this was particularly harmful for 
children because they were not learning / experiencing these other forms of 
communication which could mean they will be less effective communicators in 
the future.  This lead to a discussion of a group in Colorado that wanted to ban 
the sale of smartphones to people under 13.  Philip understood the intent but 
believed that it would be impossible to really regulate it.  Instead she believed 
that educating the parents would be more helpful.  That meant setting 
boundaries and engaging the child because they might feel ostracized or left 
out for not being on as much as their friends. It’s only in this supporting 
environment could they discover the correct limitations and apply them 
properly.     

 

  



Issue: Education, Education Funding, Poverty, Inclusion 

Date: 6/29/17 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Description: Justin looks into the issue of getting lower income students into 

college and helping them attain their degree. 

Guest: OneGoal Executive Director Sarah Berghorst 

Narrative Discussion: OneGoal‘s Sarah Berghorst joins Justin to talk about 

bridging the educational divide, getting students prepared for success after high 

school, how Illinois is leading the nation in funding inequity, training teachers to 

help lower income students finish college, the importance of changing the mindset 

of students so that they can achieve their goals and how OneGoal offers an 

innovative and proven solution at a low cost to help students succeed in college. 

 


