
KFSN-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 
FIRST QUARTER 2004 

 
 
From January 1, through and including March 31, 2004, KFSN-TV presented 27 hours of 
regularly scheduled local news programs a week, in addition to public affairs programs and 
syndicated programs.  KFSN also broadcast programs and public service announcements 
provided by the ABC Television Network.  Attached is the ABC-TV Network Second quarter 
news and public affairs program information report. 
 
KFSN, through its programming, addressed the following issues of concern for 
communities that make up the six-county area served by ABC-30: 
 

1. PRIMARY ELECTION 
2. POLLUTION 
3. CRIME 
4. HEALTH 
5. EDUCATION 
6. YOUTH 
7. CONSUMER REPORTING 

  
Programs, program segments, and local newscasts broadcast by KFSN that provided 
significant treatment to the issues are the following.  

 
 

ACTION NEWS 
 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 
Monday through Friday, 5:00-7:00AM, 2 hours, Local 
 
This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and 
international news, sports, weather, medical, financial, and Consumer Reports. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 
Monday through Friday, 11:00AM-11:30AM, 30 min., Local 
 
Up-to-date local news coverage is offered, as well as national and international news.  
Also included are medical, consumer, and financial reports. 
 



ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 
Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 min., Local 
 
This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and 
international.  Also covered are sports and weather.  Included are medical, education, 
and Consumer Reports. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT SIX 
Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 min., Local 
 
This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and 
international.  Also covered are weather and sports.  Friday's newscast features the 
Action News Person of the Week. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT SIX-THIRTY 
Monday, through Friday, 6:30PM, 30 min., local 
 
This half-hour news program reviews the day’s news events, local, national, and 
international. It also covers weather. 
 
ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 
Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 min., Local 
 
This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and 
international.  Also covered are sports and weather; Consumer Reports are included. 
 
ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN (REPEAT) 
Monday through Sunday, 2:05-2:41AM., local 
 
This half-hour news programs are a repeat of the earlier 11PM newscast from that day. 
It includes Local, national and international news. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS 
Sunday, 10:30AM – 11:00AM, 30 min., Local/Public Affairs 
 
Half-hour weekly local talk/interview program dealing exclusively with issues and local 
affairs. 
 
COMMUNITY CALENDAR  :30 SECOND PSA 
TUESDAY – FRIDAYS  
DURING ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, MIDDAY, 6PM NEWS 
 
Thirty-second PSA featuring an Action News anchor delivering information about upcoming 
non-profit events in our community. 
 



 
CHILDREN FIRST 

 
 

Children First is in its sixth year of production.  This year-long effort focuses on the 
challenges, problems, and opportunities facing children living in Central California.  The 
program concentrates on how the average person can make a difference in a child's life 
and highlight local news organizations that work with children and youth.  Children First 
includes local news produced half-hour programs, :30 vignettes, public service 
announcements, and special stories on Action News. 
 

CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSAs AIRED 

 
Gottschalks, Fresno County Office of Education and Children’s Hospital Central 
California partner to air these Children’s First PSAs and Vignettes in rotation: 
  
 
PARTNERS/ CHILDREN FIRST: LOCAL LIBRARY :30 SEC., (AIRED APRX. 50) 
Action News Anchor Warren Armstrong tells viewers to visit their local library where the 
price of admission hasn’t changed.  It promotes reading in the youth. 
 
PARTNERS/CHILDREN FIRST: KIDS AND CASH  :30 (AIRED APRX. 21) 
This spot encourages viewers to learn more about money and how to teach children the 
importance of handling money. 
 
PARTNERS/CHILDREN FIRST: KIDS AND CREDIT: 30 (AIRED APRX. 20) 
This spot encourages young viewers to not use plastic for anything you can eat, wear or 
listen to. 
 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA: PICU :30 (APRX. 14) 
This spot gives information on the kind of care available at the Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit at Children’s Hospital of Central California 
 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF CENTRAL CALIFORNA: NURSES: 30 (APRX. 15) 
These spots talk about the nurses involved in the care given at Children’s Hospital of 
Central California. 
 
FCOE: CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY: 30 (AIRED APRX. 10) 
This spot by Superintended of Schools Pete Mehas that encourages viewers to be good 
citizens by exercising their right to vote, by volunteering and helping others to do the 
same. 
 
FCOE: YOUTH AND THE PAST :30 (AIRED APRX. 10) 
This spot talks about Lessons given by Central Valley Stories of Service Program that 
links World War II vets with Students 
 
CHILDREN FIRST: 10PM ID (AIRES DAILY 10:00PM) 
Voice over that airs weekly before 10PM that says: “It’s Just about 10’oclock. Do you 
know where your children are?” 



 
PRIMARY ELECTION 2004 

 
 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/30/04, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Jim Costa and Lisa Quigley engaged in a debate for the 20th Congressional district 
Race. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM. 2/02/04 Or 2/03/04, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL  
Mike Briggs, Mike Villines and  Chris Mathys debate for the 29th Assembly District Race. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/15/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
Scwharzenegger's personal popularity certainly won't hurt Bill Jones. He's the republican 
front-runner in the senate primary, and is also counting on support from president bush, 
if he gets the party's nomination. Former Secretary of State Bill Jones gets governor 
Schwarzeneggers endorsement tomorrow. The president will embrace him, if he wins 
the republican primary. Jones thinks republicans are on a roll in the state. The latest poll 
from the public policy institute shows the presidents approval rating is at 54 per cent in 
California with 42 percent disapproving. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/19/04, LENGTH 1:53 MIN., LOCAL 
The stakes will be high when Arnold Schwarzenegger kicks of a different kind of 
campaign in Fresno. He needs voters to support two propositions. Prop 57 would 
authorize a 15 billion dollar bond to pay off much of the state budget deficit. Prop 58" 
would require lawmakers to pass balanced budgets in the future and keep a rainy day 
savings account. State controller and democrat Steve Westly will join Schwarzenegger. 
But not all key players from the valley are on-board. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/29/04 LENGTH :39 SEC., LOCAL 
Action News will host the first of two special televised debates, as we approach the 
California primary on March second. Our first, tomorrow night right here on action news 
at six-30, features the two candidates in the democratic primary for the 20th 
congressional district race, and we'd like you to participate. If you have any questions for 
candidates Jim Costa or Lisa Quigley, please e-mail them to us by logging onto our 
website, at a-b-c 30 dot com. Along with the 20th congressional district democratic 
debate tomorrow, we will also host the three republican candidates running to replace 
Steve Samuelian in the 29th assembly district, in a special televised debate Tuesday 
night on action news at six-30. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/31/04, LENGTH 2:10 MIN., LOCAL 
The democratic presidential contenders are making their way across seven states this 
weekend as they prepare for the next round of primaries and caucuses. Frontrunner john 
Kerry picked up additional support from organized labor on Friday. A recent LA times 
poll, asked voters if the February third primary was held today, whom would they vote 
for. Voters in Missouri and Arizona chose Kerry while Edwards won over South Carolina. 
But that isn't stopping other Democratic hopefuls from going after Kerry as well as 
President Bush.    
 



 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/04/04, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 
Jim Costa and Lisa Quigley, who you saw debate on action news at six-30 last week, 
know the winner of the democratic primary will most likely win the election, because of 
the high number of registered democrats in the district. Action News anchor Nancy 
Osborne looks at how the negative tone of the race may affect its outcome. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/15/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
Lisa Quigley is trying to reach Latinos, who she estimates will make up 40-percent of 
democratic voters in the congressional district that's part of Fresno, Kings, and Kern 
counties. The risk is that she offends some more conservative voters who don't want to 
hear Spanish on English TV, a democratic candidate for the 20th congressional district, 
speaking in Spanish. 
  
ACTION NEWS AT 6:30PM, 2/16/04, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 
Here are some dates to remember for the upcoming California primary. Tomorrow is the 
last day for you to register for the election. February 24th is the deadline to file for an 
absentee ballot. The primary will be held Tuesday, march second, with polls opening at 
seven a-m, and closing at eight p-m. Stay with Action News for complete coverage of the 
2004 vote. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/17/04, LENGTH ;17 SEC., LOCAL 
Today is the last day for you to register for the March primary election. February 24th is 
the deadline to file for an absentee ballot. The primary is Tuesday, March second. Polls 
open at seven a-m, and close at eight p-m. Stay with action news for complete coverage 
of the 2004 vote. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/17/04, LENGTH :27 SEC. LOCAL 
It could be the end of the line for presidential candidates Howard Dean and John 
Edwards. People are voting now in Wisconsin but the polls will close at six o'clock pacific 
time. John Kerry held a wide lead in pre-election polls going into today's primary. He's 
trying to cement his grip on the democratic presidential nomination. The Massachusetts 
senator has already won fourteen of sixteen contests. Dean and Edwards say they'll 
keep campaigning no matter their place in the polls tonight.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/18/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 
As California's primary approaches, counties who use touch screen voting systems won't 
have to make any last minute changes. A Sacramento county superior court judge said 
there wasn't enough evidence of possible threats to the system, to warrant interfering in 
the election. A group of computer programmers brought the suit, saying the new 
electronic voting machines are venerable to hackers. At least 14 counties will use the 
touch screen machines on march second. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/25/04, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 
Action News Anchor Nancy Osborne is ready for a one-on one interview with John 
Edwards. A reminder to join Action News for complete election night coverage of the 
California primary including continual live updates throughout the evening and election 
ticker results updated at the bottom of your screen every 15 minutes.  We'll also have 
complete coverage on Action News Live at Eleven. Stay with action news for complete 
coverage of the California primary election on Tuesday, March second. 



 
ACTION NEW AM LIVE, 3/1/04, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 
Voters across California go to the polls tomorrow and Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 
and Senator Dianne Feinstein are busy pushing proposition 57 and 58. The pair was in 
San Jose yesterday. Governor Schwarzenegger has been going to rallies across the 
state in support of the propositions. Props 57 & 58 would help the state climb out of the 
budget crisis. Schwarzenegger was in Fresno Saturday. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/2/04, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 
At the local level, two of the most closely watched races will be decided today. 
Candidates in the 20th congressional district did some last-minute campaigning 
yesterday.  This is Lisa Quigley's first bid for elected office and she’s up against long-
time state lawmaker Jim Costa. Despite the two candidates' often negative campaigns.  
Both seem to agree on the valley's top issues: jobs and the economy. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/2/04, LENGTH :09 SEC. LOCAL 
It's Super Tuesday and today's vote could foretell the future for the presidential front-
runners. Next on Action News: why both leading candidates are in the same place today. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/2/04, LENGTH 1:26 SEC., LOCAL 
Governor Schwarzenegger has warned of Armageddon spending cuts if prop 57 and 58 
don't pass. So far we've talked to more than a dozen people who've voted and while our 
poll is not scientific. Voters are not buying the governor's pitch. Schwarzenegger could 
get some help from the central valley. Since the recall election, there's been a huge shift 
from registered democrats to republicans. There are 25 thousand more republican than 
democrats 2 years ago there were more democrats than republicans. He needs those 
republicans to pass his agenda or his political clout could take a hit. Prop 57 and 58 both 
need to pass a simple majority to go into effect. 
  
ACTION NEWS AT 5PM, 3/2/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
Voters in ten states are having their say on who should be the democrat to go up against 
President Bush on Election Day. Earlier, Senator John Kerry squeezed in some last-
minute campaigning in Atlanta, Georgia before heading to Washington for an important 
vote on the  
 
ACTION NEWS AT 6:30PM, 3/2/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 
Despite the new opportunity for California to play a role in the presidential nominations, 
voter turnout is expected to be low. A new California field poll predicts only about six 
million voters will cast a ballot this election. That translates to a less than forty percent 
turnout, which would be a record low for a California presidential primary. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT 8:00PM, 9:00PM & 10PM, 1:00 MIN., LOCAL 
Local primary returns were televised on the hour throughout the evening as they were 
made available. Squeesbacks where also done throughout the night aprx. Every 15 min. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT 11PM, 3/2/04, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCal 
We return to our coverage of the California primary. Let's go back to the numbers. Four 
candidates entered the race to replace Juan Arambula as county supervisor. It takes fifty 
percent plus one to avoid a runoff in November. Here's how the count stands now as 
action news anchor Gene Haagenson is live at Henry Perea's election party spot with 
reaction. 



 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/2/04, LENGTH :15 SEC. ,LOCAL 
Even before the polls had closed on the California primary, came word that john 
Edwards would be dropping out of the race. A short time later, exit polls showed John 
Kerry easily winning California. ABC Sonya Crawford joins us from Washington with 
reaction on the surprising decision by Edwards to throw in the towel. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/03/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 
One of the hardest fought local races was between democratic congressional candidates 
Jim Costa and Lisa Quigley. Action News Anchor Nancy Osborne is live at Jim Costa's 
headquarters now with how the former state senator and possibly future congressman 
are celebrating tonight's victory. 
  
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/3/04, LENGTH 2:03 MIN., LOCAL 
 Voters from coast to coast decided John Kerry is the man to beat George W. Bush in 
November. Kerry won nine of the ten Super Tuesday contests. Including California, with 
64-percent of the vote. Far ahead of his closest rival, John Edwards, and third place 
finisher Dennis Kucinich. As ABC’s Sonya Crawford shows us, Kerry has all but been 
declared the democrats presidential nominee. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/03/04, LENGTH :12 SEC., LOCAL 
The 20th congressional district race was a big win for Jim Costa over Lisa Quigley in the 
Democratic nomination. Costa garnering 73-percent of the vote to Quigley’s 26-percent 
Costa will face Republican, Roy Ashburn in November  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/3/04, LENGTH :45 SEC., LOCAL 
Democratic congressional candidates battled it out to the end in an increasingly negative 
campaign. In the end voters chose Jim Costa over Lisa Quigley as the nominee in the 
20th district. Costa told the crowd it was his lifelong ties to the valley that convinced 
voters to make him the Democratic Party's nominee and at the same time, Lisa Quigley 
says she has no regrets. Costa will face Republican, Roy Ashburn in November. The 
20th district is predominately democrat, so we may have seen a preview of the general 
election for this seat. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/3/04, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 
Valley schools were warned: if propositions 57 and 58 failed, education would take a hit. 
They did pass last night but for some school districts that still may not be enough to save 
some programs. School nurses and music teachers in Fresno Unified have been bracing 
for the worst. They were put on notice months ago that their positions could be cut. With 
the passage of props 57 and 58...the district's budget deficit improves from 27 million to 
19 million. Lay off notices will still go out at a special board meeting tomorrow.   The 
passing of the Governor's budget bond measures gives the district some wiggle room. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/26/04, LENGTH :22 SEC. LOCAL 
With the California primary just a few weeks away, our first Action News Fresno Bee 
debate takes place this Friday. Jim Costa and Lisa Quigley debate the issues in their 
congressional race. Then next Tuesday, the three candidates running to replace Steve 
Samuelian for the 29th assembly district face off. You'll see both debates on special 
editions of action news at six-30. 
 
 



 
POLLUTION 

 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/14/04, LENGTH :13 SEC., LOCAL 
A huge new power plant is coming to the valley and it means more energy, but also 
more pollution. Action News reporter Christine Park is in the newsroom with where the 
plant is going and whether the valley's air quality will suffer. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/14/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 
The small Fresno county town of San Joaquin will be the home of the valley's newest 
power plant. The 1100-megawatt plant similar to this one will be built near Manning and 
Colorado and will produce enough energy to power a million homes. Officials at Clpine, 
the company that will build the plant, say the 25-acre natural gas powered plant will run 
very efficiently, using waste water from Fresno for cooling. The San Joaquin air pollution 
control district says the plant's neighbors can rest assured the plant will not be a 
significant danger to we look at those requirements very carefully and put them through 
a very stringent set of requirements that they have to go through to show that the 
emissions that they bring in will not harm our air pollution. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/15/04 LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 
A company that claims to connect parents and students with financial aid for college has 
reached a settlement with a federal agency but it continues to face complaints. Find out 
why the price tag to battle farm air pollution in the San Joaquin valley just raised by 1-
point- six million dollars. And five central California counties, including Fresno, plan to 
sell tax defaulted property on a 21st century venue. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/25/04, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

Money is tight in sacramento but there's a chance farmers could get some help 
from the state.  The senate will vote on a measure making it practical for farmers to get 

rid of their diesel powered irrigation pumps. The plan, proposed by senator dean flores 
would give growers a big break on electric rates. Diesel pumps contribute to the valleys 
air pollution problem. Vote will only signal whether the senators like the idea final action 
could take some time. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/31/04, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 
Alan Autry believes turning highway 99 into a toll road would raise up to 50 million 
dollars a year, for highway improvements and to clean air pollution. He also thinks a toll 
for I-5, which runs west of Fresno might be a good idea. The mayor says he'll work to 
gain enough support from Bakersfield to Merced to pressure the state and federal 
governments to implement the plan. 
 
AcTION NEWS 5PM, 2/5/04, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 
Sales of air cleaners are soaring, and it's not just people with allergies buying them. 
Concerns over indoor air pollution and worries about the flu and other diseases are also 
boosting sales. Despite claims air cleaners offer good nutrition for your lungs, Action 
News Consumer Reporter Chad Pradelli explains why they are not a cure-all. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/9/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 
Find out why a controversial proposed trade agreement with Australia will benefit some 
central valley growers, and hurt others. The first season of fireplace rules hasn't caused 
as big a fuss as expected, with fewer bans than anticipated by air pollution officials. 
Fresno State Athletic director Scott Johnson talks about the difficulty filling out next 
season's bulldogs football schedule. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/19/04, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 
Getting stuck in traffic is tremendously frustrating and bottlenecks create congestion. A 
new study by the American highway users alliance finds bottlenecks have increased by 
40% in the last 5 years. The group says eliminate those bottlenecks, and the number of 
fatal crashed will drop, pollution will be cut in half, and American drivers can save 40 
billion gallons of gas. LA leads the country in bottlenecks, the worst is on the Ventura 
freeway but it is a nationwide problem. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/19/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCal 
There’s' no question the 99 needs major improvements,  2-point-3 billion dollars worth, 
to be exact. But what valley leaders and drivers don't agree on is whether a toll is the 
answer. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/26/04, LENGTH :30 LOCAL  
The problem is genetic pollution. Seed are contaminated when traditional and genetically 
engineered seeds are co-mingled.  It happens when wind, insects or birds transfer pollen 
from one crop to another.   Of the three major US crops tested in the study, 50-percent 
of the corn and soybeans and 83-percent of the canola were found to be contaminated.   
Experts say, if left unchecked, it could hurt the US organic industry and allow hazardous 
materials into the food supply, like DNA from crops engineered to produce drugs, 
plastics and vaccines.    
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/09/04 LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 
Starting this week, Fresno's fax fleet will be burning cleaner. Fresno area express buses 
are switching to a cleaner burning o-two diesel fuel. O-two diesel is a blended ethanol 
fuel that is capable of reducing air pollution. No engine modifications are needed and the 
new gas won't affect the buses' performances. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/11/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 
Valley leaders came together today to focus on ways to promote growth, and clean up 
the valley's air at the same time. City and county leaders from Kern County to Modesto 
took part in a video conference to weigh in on new rules targeting future growth in the 
valley. It centers on encouraging developers to include shopping centers near new 
homes and to build more walkways to schools and shopping. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/17/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 
An international air quality researcher says the valley needs to take charge of it's own 
destiny to win the war on pollution. At a town hall meeting in downtown Fresno, Dr. 
Thomas Cahill spoke about fighting the air quality battle in the San Joaquin valley. Cahill 
says the local air quality district needs to be strengthened and the clean air act needs to 
be changed to fit the valley's need. 
 
 



 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/24/04, LENGTH :28 SEC. LOCAL 
Danny Tarkanian is weighing a run for the US senate. California's pollution police have 
backed off a plan that would have forced diesel engine manufacturers to recall more 
than 250- thousand trucks and busses with fuel saving software rigged to disable smog 
controls. Read more about the owner of land along the San Joaquin River who's willing 
to donate the property if the city of Fresno will move the Chaffee Zoo. 
 
 

CRIME 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/21/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 
A new report shows crime in Fresno, is at a thirty year low. According to state justice 
deparment statistics, homicides are down more than 14-percent, with six fewer than the 
previous year. Robberies are down 17-percent, and auto theft is down 21-percent. The 
only area showing an increase is rape, with an overall increase of nearly four -percent. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/22/04, LENGTH 1:51 MIN., LOCAL 
It's called the weed and seed program. The goal is to reduce crime, by making 
neighborhoods more livable. This little yellow house is one of the few bright spots in this 
west Fresno neighborhood. Money for the program comes from the U.S. Justice 
department.  The goal is to reduce crime.  The program also funded improvements at 
the neighborhood boys and girls club, and helped create several new home-based 
businesses for west Fresno residents. Fresno police credit this program for helping 
reduce crime statistics in west Fresno. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/27/04, LENGTH 2:08MIN., LOCAL 
Fresno police and fire, the sheriff's department, and ambulance services are all 
dispatched out of separate offices. The departments say it translates into more time you 
have to wait and a lack of communication between officers. By consolidating all the 
departments in one central location, emergency services will be more efficient and 
effective. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/28/04, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 
The victim in a brutal beating in northwest Fresno has died. The crime happened 
Monday night near the corner of Hughes and Dakota. Police say the man was hit and 
kicked. He was found lying in the street and wasn't breathing. He was rushed to the 
hospital but died of his injuries last night. Two suspects have been arrested, a 16-year-
old and an 18-year old. But there's still no word on why the man was beaten. The two 
teenagers may be charged with murder. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT 6PM, 1/29/04, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno county Sheriff Richard Pierce says a new law enforcement study found a rise in 
juvenile crime, linked to after-school program cuts. Authorities plan to use the study to 
lobby lawmakers to keep the funding in place. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT 11PM, 1/31/04, LENGTH 1:37 MIN., LOCAL 
The victim of a gruesome crime is, happy and relieved. The man suspected of nearly 
cutting her head off has been captured. It was less than two months ago that Christina 
Bias Savory was dumped, nearly dead in the parking lot of a local hospital.  Her throat 
had been slashed. Her ex boyfriend was the suspect and tonight, he was captured. 



 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/07/04, LENGTH 1:58 MIN, LOCAL 
A police shootout that left a robbery suspect dead last night continues to rattle a Fresno 
business area.  It happened at Fresno and Bullard, in north Fresno. Police say they got 
their man, but there are some questions about police tactics. Restaurant owner Greg 
Kohayan says he was serving a family when the shooting started next door. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/17/04, LENGTH :38 SEC., LOCAL 
Since 19-97, the multi-agency gang enforcement consortium, or "magec", has been 
Fresno's main weapon in the war against gangs. Officers say there's still a lot of work to 
be done. There are fifty- five known gangs in the Fresno area with six -thousand active 
members.  Drive by shootings, narcotic sales, auto theft, there's no crime the gang 
members will not exploit.  Last year there were 1200 arrests of known gang members. 
Magec is currently working on a city-wide injunction against gangs in Fresno, which 
would make it illegal for gang members to even congregate or participate in any gang-
related activity. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/19/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
The kidnapping happened here on this quiet street near Fresno and Barstow. You've got 
an elementary school across the street and police and fire substation just down there on 
the corner.  Not a likely place for a violent crime. But as we found out, rape can happen 
anywhere, anytime. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/23/04, LENGTH 2:14 MIN., LOCAL 
Sources confirm to action news that council member Jerry Duncan wore a wiretap for 
the fbi during this investigation.  The fbi will only say there is an investigation into 
possible corruption at fresno's city hall. There is no confirmation they're the primary 
focus, but multiple sources tell action news the probe deals at least in part with sunset 
waste, a garbage and recycle hauler based in the valley after a contentious city council 
debate last year. Sunset was the losing bidder in a multi-million dollar garbage transfer 
station contract with the city of fresno. City staff said sunset's bid would cost the city 100-
thousand dollars a year. The winning company, orange avenue disposal, promised to 
save fresno a million dollars annually. Sunset had contributed heavily to election 
campaigns and council-members sparred over what to do, ultimately, the city council 
approved the low bid. The FBI probe came to light Friday, as Fresno Media Outlets 
received an anonymous tip. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/23/04, LENGTH 1:46 MIN. ,LOCAL 
Police and fire patrols are becoming a common sight in this downtown Fresno 
neighborhood.  A nearby hospital with a bird’s eye view may have the best vantage point 
for catching the suspected firebug. The flames were actually coming from a vacant 
house nearby which is still too close for comfort for Gail, who's the mother of six -
children.  Over the last two weeks, five -vacant houses have burned.  These boarded up 
homes are being torn down to make room for doctor's offices and parking lots near 
community medical center. The hospital is also using their surveillance cameras to 
watch the area.  Once someone is arrested they will face charges of arson, vandalism 
and trespassing. Anyone with information is asked to call the Fresno fire department at 
621. 4000. 
 



 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/25/04, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 
Convicted murderer Lacey givens took the stand for the first time in Visalia. She and her 
husband Todd are being sentenced for killing the Holstone siblings in 2001. Lacey 
begged for her life telling jurors she doesn't want to die. And that she frequently has 
nightmares of the crime scene. Jurors could start deliberating on a sentence for the 
couple by next week. The givens both face the death penalty. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/26/04, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 
On Capitol Hill, the house votes today on a bill that says a crime against a pregnant 
mother is a crime against two people. It was prompted by the Scott Peterson case.  Laci 
and Connor’s law would allow federal prosecutors to bring two charges in a crime 
against a pregnant woman. One would be on behalf of the mother the other on behalf of 
the unborn victim.  California is one 29 states that has such a law but no federal law 
exists. Opponents warn that abortion rights are being attacked.  
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/24/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 
At least two of the victims were attacked in an apartment parking lot or near a bank of 
mailboxes. Safety experts say this is where many assaults happen because it's isolated. 
And there's a chance you could be distracted. Now police want help to solve this new 
rash of attacks. There's no clear pattern to the location of the assaults, but police want 
women all over Fresno to be careful. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/16/04, LENGTH :11 SEC., LOCAL 
Still ahead this midday: how the final suspect in a deputy-involved shooting finally came 
into custody. Plus: which prominent politician from the valley is helping a local group 
recover from a hate crime. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/16/04, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 
The scene is eerily familiar to Friday night only this time caskets not little bodies are 
carried out of the Wesson home.  Police seized the 12 caskets as possible evidence.  A 
large crowd gathered to watch, the scene made some people break down in tears. 
Police also took the customized bus, but they're not saying why the vehicle and caskets 
are of interest. Chief Dyer is facing tough questions about the investigation, specifically 
for the handling of the crime scene police opened it up on Saturday and hoards of 
people have been going to the house and critics say possibly tainting evidence. Chief 
Dyer and his department could face more scrutiny. They move forward in the largest 
mass murder in Fresno history.  
 
ACTION NEWS AT 6:30PM 3/17/04 LENGTH :38 SEC., LOCAL 
We have team coverage on the Wesson murders. Action news reporter Chad Pradelli is 
at the scene with the latest on the investigation. But we begin with Gerrick Brenner and a 
proposal for the crime scene's future. The home where the murders took place is located 
in central Fresno, just north of Roeding Park. Gerrick is in the newsroom with what some 
council members are proposing. 
 



 
 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/18/04 LENGTH 1:43 MIN., LOCAL 
The home where the murders took place is attracting people from across the valley, and 
the country. Now some city leaders want the house wiped off Fresno's map. Action news 
reporter Gerrick Brenner explains what the Fresno city council wants to do with the 
Wesson home. Two days after the killings, the police tape came down and the masses, 
and media, came knocking. Thru windows and mail-slots, they fought for a look inside 
the crime-scene. Enough is enough says Fresno city council-member Jerry Duncan. He 
wants the city to buy the property and destroy the building where 9-people, including 7 
kids, were killed. He suggested they get rid of it.  Level it to the ground.  And turn that lot 
into a little pocket park. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 3/17/04, LENGTH 1:41 MIN. ,LOCAL 
Marcus Wesson is at the top of a very complicated family tree. Using various sources, 
here's what we've learned about the Wesson family tree involving 1 father and 6 
mothers. Public records show Elizabeth Solario married Marcus Wesson in 1974. They 
reportedly had as many as 7 children. Six that we found two sons, Dorian and Serafino 
are the ones you've seen speaking to the media. The others are Marcus Wesson, jr., 
Kiana Wesson and 25-year old Sebhrenah Wesson a murder victim. Marcus Wesson 
had an apparent incestuous relationship with daughter Kiana. They had two children.  
Jeva Wesson and Illabella Wesson both are murder victims 
Daughter and murder victim Sebrenah Wesson had a son by her father. Their one and a 
half year old son Marshey Wesson. Also died in the mass murder. Rosa Solario is said 
to have born two children to Wesson: Sedonia Wesson (1 ½) and Ethan Wesson (4) also 
murdered. Ruby Sanchez had one child with Marcus Wesson. Aviv Wesson (7) who died 
with the others. Sofina Solario bore Marcus Wesson a son, Jonathon Wesson (7) 
another murder victim there are still many questions about the victims of the worst mass 
murder in Fresno history. Answer to which we may not find expect inside a courtroom.  
 
ACTION NEWS 3/18/04, 6PM, LENGTH 2:20 MIN., LOCAL 
ACTION NEWS 3/19/04, 6PM, LENGTH 1:26 MIN., LOCAL 
Marcus Wesson is in the Fresno county jail tonight, waiting to answer to the nine murder 
charges against him. Once again his arraignment was delayed by his own choice this 
time because of his financial situation. Without saying a word, Marcus Wesson’s family, 
two men and three young women rushed in to department 96 - covering the faces. 
Wesson's face was shielded as well  from the cameras the judge allowed in the 
courtroom. Council, as for arraignment today do you wish to proceed.  On behalf of my 
client we're asking the court continue this matter until Thursday of next week. Attorney 
David Mugridge spoke on Wesson’s behalf, telling the judge he needed time to 
determine if Wesson can afford to hire an attorney. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/19/04 LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno police detectives returned to Fresno today after searching two boats in Marine 
County that Marcus Wesson owns. Action News has obtained a jailhouse report 
indicating that authorities may be keeping Marcus Wesson’s family away because of 
concerns about a possible suicide pact. Attorney David Mugridge says he may meet with 
the accused killer tomorrow to find out if Wesson can afford to hire him. 
 
 



OPRAH 1/07/04 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR., SYNDICATION 
Real Life CSI Stories: Twists and turns, sex, violence, murder, crimes all solved by 
forensics. These are real life CSI stories. A ten-year murder mystery solved! How a 
chicken bone hidden for years cracked one case. The high-tech gadgets that make it all 
possible. Ride along with a real death investigator and witness an autopsy as it happens. 
 
OPRAH, 2/26/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
In Prison for Having Teenage Sex: He is black. She is White. He said it was consensual. 
She said it was rape. The honor student in prison for having teenage sex… For the first 
time, his accuser breaks her silence. On location at a Georgia state prison.  
 
OPRAH, 3/04/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
Suburban Teens: The New Prostitutes: We asked the question: Is your teenage 
daughter being lured into prostitution? Shockingly, teen prostitution is on the rise in 
middle class America. It’s raw and it’s very real. Suburban girls from good families, 
twelve, thirteen, & fourteen years old, selling their bodies in exchange for expensive gifts 
and money. Teen prostitutes take viewers to the streets.  
 
OPRAH, 3/30/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1HR. SYNDICATION 
Burned Alive By A Drunk Driver: She was young and beautiful.  Then, a horrible accident 
disfigured her.  Burned alive and how she survived.  The young man responsible went to 
prison.  Now, his mother comes forward.  Then, a father accidentally left his baby locked 
in the car.  His only son, dead.   
 
HISPANICS TODAY, 3/6/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 
Domestic abuse slowly crept into Susan Vasquez’s life. The decision to break free 
wasn’t easy, but the help she received from Second Chance helped relieve financial 
obstacles. Second Chane Employment Service was started by Dr. Ludy Green to offer 
comprehensive job placement to at risk women. 
 
 
 

HEALTH 
 

UCP OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA: 50 YEARS OF OPENING DOORS AND 
REALIZING DREAMS 
3/28/04 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. LOCAL 
This hour takes took us through a place where inspiration and independence runs 
strong. Where disabled become abled. The Doorway to dreams is open and we were 
invited to come in as UCP of Central California celebrates its 50th Anniversary. We saw 
how toddlers are walking and talking when some thought it would never happen. And 
special talents students showed off that made us believers. We learned how it captured 
the hearts of some of Hollywood’s biggest celebrities with 50 years of opening doors and 
realizing dreams. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGHS #2 PRESENTED BY HEALHTCARE  
1/11/04 5PM :30 MIN., LOCAL 
This half hour program covers different topics that include:  
Flu Fighters: Painless Influenza Preventions: Protecting yourself against the flue doesn’t 
have to hurt. A new nasal flu vaccine takes the pinch out of prevention. Also examines 
prescription flu treatments that can stop the flu in its tracks. 
Sleepless Stomach: Nighttime Heartburn: Acid reflux at night can damage more than just 
your sleep pattern. We saw how powerful medications and innovations procedures can 
shut down the stomach’s acid source. 
Relief With Reach: Rheumatoid Arthritis: Discussed how doctors have retooled 
treatment methods to prevent joint destruction at earlier stages.  
Intimate Invader: Genital Herpes: Dispels the myths of this viral condition. We 
discovered the myths of this viral condition and the treatment options that can protect 
you and your partner from outbreaks. And scientists test a new vaccine that could 
protect women from this common STD. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/23/04, LENGTH 2:09 MIN., LOCAl 
Here in the valley, a number of people suffer from sinusitis headache, a stuffy nose and 
intense pressure behind the eyes.  Doctors say it is sometimes difficult to tell the 
difference between a cold and sinus infection. Jim Morelli reports doctors are concerned 
that people are developing immunities to some over-prescribed antibiotics.  So they've 
updated guidelines to treating sinus infections. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/23/04, LENGTH :31 SEC., LOCAL 
Kids seem to be getting the message about the problem with childhood obesity. 
More than half of the kids surveyed in a new poll by kid’s health agree that there is a 
problem with overweight children. And 57 percent of the kids  between the ages of 9 to 
13 say they have tried to lose weight. But there is a difference between boys and girls. 
Sixty-Seven percent of the girls in the poll admit they are worried about their weight. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/23/04, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 
An appellate court judge has cleared the way for a new ballot measure that could strike 
down a new law requiring health care for all California workers. While overturning a 
lower court ruling, the judge noted that there wasn't enough time for the measure to 
appear on the March ballot. It will be put on the November ballot. Critics say the law 
requiring health care for employees will put California companies at a competitive 
disadvantage. But supporters say the landmark law would actually lower health care 
costs for everyone in the state. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:00PM,. 1/23/04, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL 
A fire that lit up the morning sky wiped out a Fresno county agency that provides home 
care services for the elderly, blind and disabled. Firefighters say flames were already 
shooting through the roof of in home supportive services when they arrived. Agency 
workers say they lost everything including, computers and paper files. Officials say 
despite the fire, they will be able to continue providing services. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/26/04, LENGTH :27 SEC. ,LOCAL 
The proposal to ban smoking in all California prisons cleared its first major hurdle today. 
The state assembly approved the bill. Under the proposal, all tobacco products will be 
prohibited in state correctional facilities. The bill's author claims the proposal will save 
about 280 million dollars a year in health care costs for treating prisoners with tobacco 
related illnesses. Critics argue banning tobacco will hurt prisoner morale and possibly 
make guards' jobs tougher. The bill now heads to the state senate for approval. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/30/04, LENGTH 2:08 MIN., LOCAL 
Sometimes there is literally no rest for the weary. Millions of Americans suffer from 
excessive sleepiness associated with obstructive sleep apnea and shift work sleep 
disorder.  Danielle Addair has eye-opening news on a new treatment option. Excessive 
sleepiness is the primary symptom and often the most debilitating feature of obstructive 
sleep apnea, shift work sleep disorder, and narcolepsy.   
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/16/04, LENGTH 1:47 MIN., LOCAL 
17-year old Whitney Hillyer loves to exercise. According to research in the journal 
"Cancer", exercising as a teenager can reduce the chances of a woman getting breast 
cancer by 35-percent! That could save as many as 20 thousand lives each year. 
Researchers say the key is that exercise reduces a teen's production of estrogen. Breast 
cancer and what causes breast cancer is almost entirely tied to hormones in the body-
female hormones like estrogen. And a girl's teenage years between the time that she 
starts menstruating and the time that she has her first pregnancy that's the most critical 
time where the breast tissue and the cells in the breast are most susceptible. According 
to the research, any amount of exercise, no matter how light or strenuous, was important 
in terms of reducing the risk of breast cancer. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/18/04, LENGTH :35 SEC., LOCAL 
Your shower curtain could be hazardous to your health, especially if you're an elderly 
person. A new study at the university of Colorado finds shower curtains are a breeding 
ground for all kinds of germs.  The bacterium is harmless for most of us. But for people 
with weakened immune systems, like the elderly, it could mean an infection. That's 
because bacteria loves to grow in warm, moist places like a shower, and can become 
airborne, getting into your lungs and causing a respiratory infection. Experts say it's 
important to try and keep your shower curtain clean. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/25/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 
The state health department has a warning for meat eaters. Officials say meat from a 
north valley packinghouse may be contaminated with e-coli. Health officials are warning 
against consumers eating frozen ground beef, or beef patties produced by Richwood 
Meat Company. About 90-thousand pounds of the beef products are being voluntarily 
recalled. The recalled beef was passed out to military bases in the Far East and to retail 
stores in California, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington. No illnesses have been reported in 
the US. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/24/04, LENGTH 2:09 MIN., LOCAL 
Fresno Unified is prepared to take drastic steps to deal with its 26 million dollar deficit. In 
a district that has spent the last four years cutting back, some say Fresno Unified should 
look for ways to save more money. In tonight's school watch report, how some of the 
programs the district wants to cut could actually help restore lost funds to the district. 
Teachers say it is programs like music that helps motivate some kids to stay in school 
and keeping kids in the classroom is one way the district can generate money. 
 
ACTION NEWS AT 11PM, 2/27/04, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 
Childhood obesity is putting many valley kids at risk for long term health problems, like 
type two diabetes. The diabetes clinic at valley children's hospital sees 200 type 2 
diabetic kids a year and almost all of them are overweight. In a special health watch 
report, Action News Anchor Lisa Gonzales reports on what parents and kids can do to 
beat the battle of the bulge.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/6/04, LENGTH ;29 SEC., LOCAL 
Hundreds of family members, fellow students and friends gathered at Saint Peters 
Catholic Church in Lemoore, to pay their final respects to 16-year-old Philip Chisum. The 
high school junior passed away Tuesday after a weekend field trip to UC Davis. Health 
officials say tests for bacterial meningitis were negative, but the disease isn't being ruled 
out. Chisum was remembered today, as a "straight-a" student, student body leader and 
all around great guy. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/8/04, LENGTH 1:41 MIN., LOCAL 
Many Americans have already abandoned their resolution to be healthier in the New 
Year. Doctor Sanjay Gupta tells us.  There's a user-friendly way to keep those workout 
promises. It only takes a few simple items a stability ball, rubber tubing a few mats and 
you've got yourself a home  
Gym. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/10/04, LENGTH 1:43 MIN., LOCAL  
With chili-cheese fries and double burgers, Americans are still living life in the "fat lane" 
and many are risking their lives. Two thirds of Americans are too fat despite previous 
calls by public health officials to exercise. So now the department of Health and Human 
Services is taking it one step further. Excess weight increases the risk of diabetes, heart 
disease, disability and some cancers... And is now one of the top killers in the U.S.  A 
new study in the journal of the American medical association found poor diet and 
physical inactivity caused 400-thousand deaths in 2000. Only tobacco killed more and 
that number is 435-thousand.  That at least 30-pounds overweight is considered obese. 
It cost 117-billion dollars in 2000. Another study says if it continues at the current rate. 
By 2020 one in every five health care dollars for people 50-69 will go toward obesity 
related medical problems. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/11/04, LENGTH :26 SEC., LOCAL  
Kings county is getting a failing grade in several important health areas, according to 
one researcher. Author Joel Diringer says Kings County had the highest diabetes death 
rate in the state, with over 48 deaths per 100-thousand people, over twice the state 
average. The second highest rate of teen pregnancy, with over 77 births per one 
thousand women. The findings are being used to assist health policy researchers in 
identifying health policy research priorities for king’s county residents. 
 



ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/17/04, LENGTH :31 SEC., LOCAL 
Fresno is one of the worst cities in the US for people with asthma, but it's national 
ranking may surprise you. According to the asthma and allergy foundation of America, 
Fresno is 22nd on the list, which is topped by Knoxville, Tennessee. Other California 
cities to make the list include Bakersfield at 61, Modesto at 65, Sacramento at 79. The 
Stockton area, Los Angeles-long beach, San Diego, and the bay area all made the top 
100 worst cities. Researchers considered various factors, including pollen count, air 
quality, and laws that ban smoking in public places. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/19/04, LENGTH 1:40 MIN.,LOCAL 
You may soon see an increase in your phone bill. Action news capitol bureau chief 
Nannette Miranda shows us how much rates would go up and where the money would 
go. If a coalition of health care workers gets their way, Deleon and other cell phone and 
landline users are going to have to pay more to have those services. The coalition wants 
to put on the November a ballot, an initiative that would increase the 911 surcharges 
from about one percent to nearly four percent of a phone bill. The group thinks a 911 
surcharge makes sense because 911 call centers are the first lines of defense in a 
medical emergency. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 3/23/04, LENGTH :23 SEC. , LOCAL 
Medicare will go broke within the next 15 years unless something is done to fix it. 
Government trustees who looked into the financial situation of Medicare says the 
program will have to start dipping into its trust fund this year to keep up with 
expenditures. The trustees say the program will go broke by 2019 without changes 
because of rising health costs and a new prescription drug benefit plan. 
 
A CHANGE OF HEART: 2/22/04 4PM, 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
From the Foundation of Cardiac Research, we took a look in the future as some of the 
world’s foremost cardiologists use revolutionary research and treatment to prevent heart 
disease and save lives. This compelling documentary was selected by the International 
Health & Medical Media Awards, known as the “Oscars of Medicine” for it’s outstanding 
production while featuring University of California at San Francisco, Cardiology doctors 
and patients, amazing new devices, heart transplants, drug therapies and footage from 
actual procedures. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 2/29/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #1:Children’s Hospital Central California: Kids Day: The 17th annual kids day 
fundraiser for Children’s Hospital Central California. Thousands will come out on March 
16th to sell a specially produced Fresno Bee paper for one dollar.  
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/21/04, 9:30PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #4: Connect With Kids: Exercise Reduces Breast Cancer: research which 
shows that exercise in the teenage years could decrease the incidence of the initial 
stage of breast cancer in adult women by as much as 35 percent. Imitating the Pros: 
Young athletes everywhere is trying to be just like their professional idols. But are there 
some things we hope children don’t learn? LASIK And Teens: Lasik eye surgery is 
helping hundreds of thousands of Americans each year regain normal vision. Now teens 
are asking if the surgery might eliminate their need for inconvenient eyeglasses and 
contact lenses. 
 



OPRAH 1/12/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1HR., SYNDICATION 
Randy Jackson: Inside a Gastric Bypass: He weighted three hundred twenty-nine 
pounds. For the first time American Idol judge Randy Jackson talks about the dramatic 
decision that saved his life. And find out what really happens after weight loss surgery. 
 
OPRAH, 1/28/04, 4PM LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
Inside Detox: She confessed to drug addiction on the Oprah show. Now cameras follow 
this morn through rehab. Inside detox what really happens. 
 
OPRAH, 1/19/04, 4PM LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
Weight Loss Success Stories:  
 
OPRAH, 3/17/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
Addicted: Backstreet Boy AJ McLean: For the first time, addicted to drugs, Backstreet 
boy AJ McLean goes public. It’s an emotional reunion with his band mates. Then, a Wall 
Street tycoon who blew millions on crack. 
 
OPRAH, 3/29/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 

Weight Loss Success Stories: They say they’re ready to make the year 2004 and Lose the 

weight for good!  Bob Greene’s fitness contract.  Will you sign on the dotted line?  One 

mom lost 16 dress sizes 115 pounds and  how she did it, you can, too!  This is your year 

people!  Fat to thin!   
 
 

EDUCATION 
 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 1/14/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 
It's a fifteen billion dollar answer to some serious education problems. The Fresno 
unified school district is counting on the governor's spending plan to spare schools from 
any major cuts.   The school board held a meeting today, to crunch some if its own 
budget numbers.  They're hoping voters approve proposition 57,  the governor's 
recovery bond measure. California schools are guaranteed about four -billion dollars 
each year. Educators are being asked to give back about half of that money. 

 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/15/04, LENGTH 1:39 SEC., LOCAL 
The survey from the public policy institute puts the governor's job approval rating at a 59 
per cent 22 per cent disapprove and 19 percent don't know. Political analyst don Larson 
says the poll reflects the governors star power. Schwarzenegger's handling of the 
budget also gets high marks, 54 per cent approving and 26 per cent disapproving. 
What's the most important issue in California? 31 per cent say its the state budget and 
deficit. Second is economy and jobs. Education and schools comes in third with 15 per 
cent. When asked do schools get enough funding a whopping 60 per cent said not 
enough.  50 per cent of those surveyed say they'll support prop 55, a 12 billion dollar 
statewide school bond measure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/16/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 
The budget prospects for colleges and universities in California are not good.  
The University of California regents yesterday discussed ways to make education more 
affordable for students. Governor Schwarzenegger wants to increase UC tuition by 10-
percent. One plan is to offer students free tuition at community colleges. The money 
would come from the UC system's budget. Those students would also be promised a 
transfer to UC college in two years. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/21/04, LENGTH 3:40 MIN., LOCAL 
The states budget troubles me money will be very tight at Fresno State. The school is 
looking at consolidating departments and cutting services to save money while at the 
same time; students will have to pay more. The cost of going to Fresno State already 
jumped 30 per cent this year and the governors proposed budget would push 
undergraduate fees up another ten per cent next year. Students are concerned graduate 
students could face a 40 per cent hike. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/28/04, LENGTH :25 SEC. LOCAL 
Hundreds of teachers left the classroom today to lobby legislators in Sacramento. 
Teachers sat down with lawmakers to try and get support for governor schwarzenegger's 
budget proposal. The teachers association struck a deal with the governor last month on 
education spending. It includes two billion dollars in cuts but raises the amount of money 
schools get for each student. Democrats say the plan helps teachers but hurts other 
parts of the education budget 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/29/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 
Getting a college education may be tough for many students here in California. 
California state university trustees finalized a plan yesterday that will cut enrollment at 
the university's 23 campuses by five percent next September. That means 20-thousand 
students will be turned away. Enrollment reductions will affect first time freshmen as well 
as graduate and transfer students. Hundreds of full and part-time faculty members will 
lose jobs and thousands of classes will be eliminated. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/30/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 
Valley students unhappy with Governor Schwarzenegger's mid-year cuts to outreach 
programs are speaking out. They rallied in front of the state building in downtown 
Fresno. They are calling on the governor to keep his campaign promise of a quality 
education for all students. They also waved brooms, saying they wanted governor 
Schwarzenegger to clean up his act. Students also held simultaneous protests in San 
Jose, Oakland, San Diego, and Long Beach. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/25/04, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 
Local groups both for and against proposition-56 spoke out. Prop.-56 lowers the number 
of votes required to pass the budget bill and other bills related to it, including tax 
increase measures, from two-thirds,  to 55-percent. Those against the measure say it 
could have a negative impact on education. But those for the measure say it holds state 
lawmakers accountable. 
  
 
 
 
 



ACTION NEWS 5PM, 2/19/04, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 
Lieutenant Governor Cruz Bustamante is trying to give away money. The Lieutenant 
Governor was at McLane High speaking to students about the importance of higher 
education. The was also reminding students that there are thousands of dollars worth of 
cal grants available. Students need to apply for a cal grant before March 2nd. For more 
information on the cal grant program just visit our website at abc-30 dot com. 
 
ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 2/23/04, LENGTH 1:53 MIN., LOCAL 
According to a survey by USA-Today, 70-percent of girls say doing well in school is 
important Only 57-percent of boys feel the same way. Could the problem be the way 
classes are taught experts suggest that many boys simply can't sit for an hour and listen 
to a lecture at least not as well as girls. Research is on-going about the different learning 
styles between boys and girls, but so far it's inconclusive.  Experts say parents can do 
two things: first, appeal to your school to energize the classroom. In another survey, only 
41-percent of boys said they often tried their best in school compared with 67-percent of 
the 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/1/04, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL  
Parents are at the Atwater elementary school board meeting trying to convince members 
to keep sixth grade science camp in the budget or allow schools to raise money so the 
kids can still go. They say it's a tradition worth fighting for. But one the district says the 
principals already agreed to let it go. It's a right of passage, something to look forward to, 
the time when your snapshot will be taken and memories made at sixth grade science 
camp. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/1/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
It's crunch time for the candidates for assembly district 29, which is largely republican 
and includes the city of Clovis. Today we asked each of the candidates to remind voters 
what the most important issues are in their campaign and why they deserve your vote. 
After months of debates, campaigning and finger pointing Mike Villines, Mike Briggs and 
Chris Mathys will finally face off in the polls tomorrow. All three took the opportunity to 
get in some last minute campaigning. Former assemblyman Mike Briggs says if elected, 
he will pick up where he left off in Sacramento. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/1/04, LENGTH 2:15 MIN., LOCAL 
After some very hard-fought and heated campaigns the candidates turned their focus to 
where it counts, the issues.  It's crunch time for the Republican candidates for the 29th 
assembly district. After months of debates, campaigning and finger-pointing 
businessman Mike Villains, former assemblyman Mike Briggs and former councilman 
Chris Mathys will finally face off in the polls. On the eve of Super Tuesday, the three 
focused on what they say are the most important issues for the district. Its entire 
campaign has been about our economy. We need infrastructure; we need education to 
have a healthy economy. The valley's left so far behind the rest of the state. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/2/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 
Supporters of measure A were looking for a win tonight. The districts latest bond would 
allow Clovis Unified to build the schools it needs to keep up with its phenomenal growth. 
Backers of the 168 million dollar bond measure gathered in the districts boardroom. The 
mood at this victory celebration... Upbeat and those who had worked long and hard to 
get the measure passed were glad it was over. Measure a is the fifth bond voters in 
Clovis unified have passed it will fund a new education complex, three new elementary  



 
 
schools and allow the district to purchase land for a future school.  School officials say 
this will be their last bond measure for a while. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/3/04, LENGTH :18 SEC. LOCal 
Good news for Clovis schools. For a fifth time voters passed measure a, the 168 million 
dollar bond measure. Supporters gathered last night in the district boardroom for a 
victory party. The bond will fund a new education complex, three new elementary 
schools and allow the district to purchase land for a future school. 
 
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 3/3/04, LENGTH :35 SEC. LOCAL 
Valley schools were warned: if propositions 57 and 58 failed, education would take a hit. 
They did pass last night, but for some school districts that still may not be enough to 
save some programs. School nurses and music teachers in Fresno Unified have been 
bracing for the worst. They were put on notice months ago that their positions could be 
cut. With the passage of props 57 and 58...the district's budget deficit improves from 27 
million to 19 million. Lay off notices will still go out at a special board meeting tomorrow. 
But the passing of the Governor's budget bond measures gives the district some wiggle 
room. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/5/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 
A pair of Fresno unified board members joined concerned parents, to call for changes 
aimed at giving their children a better education. West Fresno needs a middle school 
and one is slated to be built in the next four or five years. Until then, hundreds of 
students are bused to schools outside their neighborhood. Two local education groups 
want to end the busing by turning carver school into a temporary middle school.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/9/04, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 
Members of the Visalia school district board are meeting to discuss slashing 17-teaching 
positions from the districts budget. Shortfalls in the district's budget are forcing 17-
teaching positions, and 15-non-teaching positions to be placed on the chopping block. If 
the cuts were approved independent study programs, physical education, and the music 
programs would be hardest hit.  If you'd like to attend, the meeting is at seven at the 
educational complex on 5000 West Cypress Avenue. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/11/04, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 
The United Way has just released its new vision 20 - 20 report cards for Fresno County. 
It focuses on how the county is doing in five key areas including economic, education, 
health, safety and quality of life. Some of the key findings: an improvement in the teen 
pregnancy rate and after school programs. Air quality and education still need 
improvement.   
  
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/11/04, LENGTH :21 SEC., LOCAL 
More education layoffs could be on the way in the valley. Officials with the Farmersville 
unified school district say at least eleven people could get pink slips, because of possible 
budget cuts. School board president Martin Macareno is hopeful no one will have to be 
laid off, but notes that state law requires the districts to notify those whose jobs could be 
eliminated.  
 



ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/17/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
Now that the names of the Wesson children have been released officials in the Fresno 
unified school district say they have checked their records and say none of Marcus 
Wesson's children were ever enrolled in Fresno schools. Officials at the California 
department of education have also checked under Wesson’s name for an affidavit for 
home schooling and none was found. The filing of an online private school affidavit is the 
only way the California department of education would know if Marcus Wesson was 
indeed home schooling his children.  The affidavits can be found on the agencies 
website and parents can register as a private school on line. Children can also be 
exempt from attending public schools if they are being tutored or taught by a parent with 
a teaching credential or if the parents register their child with an accredited home 
schooling web program like this one.  In response to our questions about the overseeing 
of home schools the CDE states that " under ed code sec 48222 every district is 
supposed to have an attendance supervisor who verifies that a student claiming an 
exemption is, in fact enrolled in a private school, but Fresno Unified school officials say 
they can't check on students who's parents never file the paperwork. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/18/04, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 
Some good news for folks with their sights set on a higher education. The University of 
California's new campus, UC Merced is accepting applications. If approved, a limited 
number of graduate students would be able to start this August. Administrators are 
hoping to enroll the new university's first undergrad students next year. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 3/20/04, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 
Students from schools throughout Fresno County took part in history day. Individuals 
and classes put together displays on everything from the first American map maker to 
the conquest of Mexico, to the great depression and just about anything that ever 
happened was fair game for the students to learn about and share. The exhibits were on 
display for judging at Fresno City College. The winners move on to a statewide history 
day contest in Sacramento. The Fresno county office of education sponsors history day.  
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM. 3/24/04, LENGTH 2:54 MIN., LOCAL 
It's an annual trek students from United Cerebral Palsy of Central California eagerly look 
forward to. It's called Camp Mountain high and, as Action News Anchor Liz Harrison 
shows us, it brings out smiles, as well as hidden talents. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 1/18/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #3: Roosevelt School of the Arts: The Children’s Hour: Presented by the 
Roosevelt School of the Arts and their upcoming production:The Children’s Hour. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS 1/18/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #4: Connecting With Kids: Homework Help/New Sports Physical: Community 
College Attendance: It used to be the stepchild of higher education in America. The 
community college. But the perception is changing, and according to the U.S. 
Department of Education, more and more of our high school seniors are choosing 2 year 
schools. 
Home Work: Your son or daughter is struggling with their homework, so what do you do? 
Do we step in and how much do we help. New research shows that most have no 
problem giving their children assistance, but experts say it could teach all the wrong 
things. 



 
VALLEY FOCUS 2/08/04 4PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #1 & #2: Radio Bilingue: Viva el Mariachi Festival: We are joined by Radio 
Bilingue as they discuss their upcoming Viva el Mariachi Festival. Most of the artists that 
will perform at the Fresno Convention Center are veterans of Mariachi Music. These 
pioneers are sharing their skills with the younger generation of Mariachi performers. 
Attendees can join workshops and lots of entertainment. 
Segment #3: Fresno Art Museum: Carnival-Some Like it Hot: We were joined by Mary 
Lafollette, the co-chair for the Fresno Art Museums annual event, Carnival. 
Segment 4: Fresno Metropolitan Museum: Beakman’s World on Tour: This spectacular 
hand-on science exhibition opened last Sunday and will continue to thrill and ignite 
young minds with science through May 30th. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 2/29/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #3: San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust: Parties for the 
Parkway: The San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation trust invites you to their 
annual kickoff for the 2004 parties for the parkway season at Fresno City Hall. 
Segment #4: WIN-WIN Writers Group: William Saroyan Writer’s Conference: This 
conference, named in honor of Fresno’s famous son, William Saroyan, is sponsored by 
the WIN-WIN Writer’s group, a local writing club for people interested in developing their 
writing abilities and networking with others who write and publish. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/14/04, 4:00PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #1 & 2: American Red Cross: Real Heroes Breakfast: The Fresno Madera Red 
Cross recognized people who perform heroic acts everyday. It was a time for city 
leaders to acknowledge those in our community who risk their lives to save others. The 
America Red Cross held this year’s Real Heroes Breakfast on March 31st. We also 
heard about the services these heroes performed in our community. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/14/04, 4PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #3: Chaffee Zoological Gardens: Funding: The Chaffee Zoo has been touched 
by an Angel. Angel is a little girl who inspired a lot of people to donate to the zoo, which 
is badly in need of some serious maintenance work. There are to funds to the help the 
zoos. Action News Anchor Nancy Osborne was a zoo to tell you what you need to know 
to make sure your donations go the pay for what you want. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/14/04, 4PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #4: Connect With Kids: Right now, 133 women earn a bachelor’s degree for 
every 100 men. By 2010, the U.S. Department of Education estimates the gap will 
stretch even further. Condom Controversy: In the year 2000, a small survey of teens 
revealed that more than half have unprotected sex because of an unwilling partner. Self-
Esteem and Test Scores: Standardized tests have become the measure for our 
educational system for kids to move to the next level and graduate. But with schools 
focused on teaching the skills to take a test, one important ingredient may get 
overlooked. 
 



 
 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/21/04, 9:30PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #1: Veterans Employment Committee of Tulare County: Veterans Opportunity 
Day: The 3rd Annual Veterans Opportunity Day is being planned in remembrance of 
those who served in the military and past wars. This event is packed with valuable 
information regarding veteran’s benefits and programs and for veterans to learn about 
the many different opportunities here in the Central Valley. 
Segment #2: Tulare County Workforce Investment Dep.: 13th Annual Tulare County Job 
Fair: The Tulare County Job Fair, one of the largest ongoing job fairs in California, will be 
held on April 21, 2004. With upwards of 3000 job seekers searching for their specific 
jobs and packing out the fairground buildings, employers are gearing up for a very busy 
event. 
Segment #3: Agricultural Education Foundation: CSUF College of Ag Science & Tech. 
2004 Common Threads Honorees announced: Five women form Fresno, Kings and 
Merced counties were selected as the 2004 honorees for the Common Threads Awards, 
recognized women from the San Joaguin Valley for their agricultural, philanthropic and 
community service. The program was designed to recognize the Valley’s many women 
committed to making a difference.   
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/28/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #1 & #2: Water Windfall & California State Parks Foundation: Earth Day 2004 
Restoration and Cleanup. KFSN reporter Graig Herrera had a chance to visit some 
farmers last month. They were watching their rain gauges to see what the rain totals 
were across the Valley. They said they needed more water that the valley is running low, 
not only in the valley streams and rivers but also in the high country. Randy McFarland 
from the Kings River Water Association said that if we don’t get the needed snow across 
the high sierra, the outcome could be a drought, but it was to early to make that call. We 
were also joined by Hel Harada, Park Ranger with the Millerton Lake State recreation 
area. He was here to tell us about Earth Day 2004 and Cleanup. We also heard about 
Millerton Park and the California State Parks Foundation and what they do, and how the 
public can step in and help support our parks. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/28/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #3: Fresno City College: Faculty Vocal Recital Benefit’s Choir’s Trip to Europe: 
The Fresno City College Fresno Chorale has been invited to perform in various 
European locations throughout a ten day tour. With over 200 singers, professional 
orchestra and soloists will participate in the special performance in Germany. The 
Faculty Vocal Recital benefit will raise money for the choir’s trip. 
 
UNCF: AN EVENING WITH THE STARS: 1/10/04 2:00AM. 4 HRS. SYNDICATION 
This 4-hour program helped raise money for the United Negro College Fund.  
 
WE HAVE A DREAM: 2/01/04, 2:00AM, 2 HRS. SYNDICATION 
This 2-hour special celebrates Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday featuring 
sucessesful, motivational and inspirational African American’s. Celebrities include Halle 
Barrie, Denzel Washington, Tiger Woods, Venues Williams, Dr. Maya Angelou and 
Sydney Poitier. 
 



OPRAH, 3/19/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
What Should You Do? What should you do if you are carjacked and locked in the trunk, 
or if you are in danger of being raped, or if your child swallows a bottle of vitamins? The 
best way to protect yourself in crises is to be prepared. Oprah welcomes the hosts of 
Lifetime’s “What Should You Do” who explains what you need to know in case of an 
emergency, from escaping a hostage situation to going into labor before you make it to 
the hospital. 
 
HISPANICS TODAY, 10:30AM, 1/10/04, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 
Big Hopes, Big Dreams. Make Possible: Join us at the 10th anniversary gala of the 
Hispanic College Fund and meet the recipients who are making their career dreams 
come true. We’ll meet a young woman who landed a job at Lockhead Martin as a 
systems engineer writing software programs for military fighter jets, thanks in part to the 
Hispanic College Fund. 
 
HISPANICS TODAY, 1/23/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 
HISPANICS TODAY, 3/20/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 
Special Report: Border Issues/Homeland Security: In this special edition of Hispanics 
Today we explore two major issues along the Mexican border in the wake of Homeland 
Security initiatives-the economic impact of tighter border controls and the perceived 
shortcomings of the US/VISIT program. The US/Visit Program, created by the 
Department of Homeland Security has implemented a system to help thwart terrorists by 
tracking both entry and exit of visitors at all seaports, airports and border crossings.  
 
HISPANICS TODAY 1/31/04, 5:30 & 4:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYDNICATION 
Federal Jobs: The past Presidential administrations promised a federal workforce that 
looked like the rest of America. It’s a promise that has yet to be kept. Latinos continue to 
be underrepresented in federal jobs at all levels and according to some, the problem 
isn’t getting better. One non-government agency, The Partnership for Public Service has 
been helping federal agencies get more Hispanics on staff.  
 
HISPANICS TODAY 2/14/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., SYDNICATION 
 Special Report: Immigration Reform: Getting A Grip on Undocumented Workers: In this 
special edition of Hispanics Today we take a look at the reality behind undocumented 
immigrants and the proposed guest worker plan designed to account for their presence 
in the U.S. The INS estimates that 8 million unauthorized immigrations are living in the 
United States. 
 
HISPANICS TODAY, 2/21/04, 5:30AM. LENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 
NASA: The space agency is actively recruiting Hispanics, Elizabeth Gonzales, a 
presidential management intern, says she is proof positive of the space agency’s 
commitment to diversity. In addition to college outreach programs the space agency 
targets Latino youth and their families, encouraging them to develop the skills necessary 
to reach for the stars. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



YOUTH 
 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/21/04, LENGTH 1:37 MIN., LOCAL 
A big change happened probably in 6 the grade. Then just kind of gradually got and 
started to get worse. Educators say, typically, there are two kinds of kids who lose 
interest in school, gifts kids and kids with learning disabilities. They say that if you look at 
a 4 th grade classroom with 32 kids, the kids at either end of that bell curve aren't getting 
attention, so it's not the kids in the middle of the road, it's the kids at either end who tend 
to disengage much more quickly. So how can parents help? First, avoid using threats 
about the future. You can keep saying you'll never get into a good college if you don't 
take this. A lot children can't think that far in advance, they're interested in the right now. 
Next, think about tutors or alternatives to conventional schooling. Stay connected with 
your child and listen. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/21/04, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 
Several children got to play "mad scientist" at Fresno's main library today, all in the 
name of education.  The Fresno discovery center today presented a hands-on science 
program for kids visiting the library. They got a close up look at what causes lightning, 
along with a colorful lesson in chemistry. Science lesson is part of a monthly series of 
free after-school programs at the library. 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/23/04, LENGTH :31 SEC., LOCAL 
Kids seem to be getting the message about the problem with childhood obesity. More 
than half of the kids surveyed in a new poll by "kids health" agree that there is a problem 
with overweight children. And 57 percent of the kids between the ages of 9 to 13 say 
they have tried to lose weight. But there is a difference between boys and girls. 67 
percent of the girls in the poll admit they are worried about their weight, while only 41 
percent of boys expressed a concern 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 1/25/04, LENGTH 2:41 MIN., LOCAL 
A show aimed at getting kids interested in science has come to Fresno An exhibit 
featuring highlights from the popular TV science show "Beakman's world” is at the 
Fresno metropolitan museum. It features interactive experiments for kids, like those 
seen on the show. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/26/04, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 
Erin Runnion, whose 5-year-old daughter Samantha was kidnapped and murdered in 
2002, is forming a new "Child Watch" program aimed at preventing other children from 
becoming victims. Runnion will announce the "Samantha’s pride" program. The program 
will foster collaboration among neighbors to ensure that children are not only safe, but 
also cared for from morning to night. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/26/04, LENGTH 1:49 MIN., LOCAL 
If you read the fine print, movies that are rated R mean that no one under 17 is 
supposed to go in without a parent or legal guardian. But now, a new approach to letting 
teenagers see r-movies is being test-marketed in Illinois.  Keith Oppenheim explains, it's 
an idea that requires ID and while it may not be for every family, it has the potential to 
catch on in other cities.  
 
 
 



ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 1/26/04, LENGTH 1:56 MIN., LOCAL 
Experts say adjustment issues run the spectrum for adoptive families. Sometimes the 
most difficult issue relates to kids who have trouble bonding with their new family. In 
severe cases it's called reactive attachment disorder. More than ever before, American 
couples desperate to have a family are adopting children. But in the midst of their joy 
and heartfelt enthusiasm about finally getting a child there is something they need to be 
forewarned about. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/27/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN. ,LOCAL 
History teacher John Akin says he's had enough. He says drug-testing staff is something 
he and a majority of teachers are against. They're a lot of race issues that are being 
called into play on this also that teachers want to know what's going on. They may get 
some answers. School board member Antonio Ramos suggested the idea. He says 
random drug testing on employees will create a safer environment for students. If we 
can tell them that we're clean, we can show them that we're clean, you need to be clean, 
that's one less thing that we need to be worried about. But the teacher's union won't 
pass it without a fight. They feel this is yet another attempt for the school board to exert 
their power. 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/28/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
In about an hour, the Fresno unified school board will get an update on the success of 
17 different after school programs. Programs that are seeing drastic cuts. But a new 
study shows kids who aren't involved in after-school programs are at greater risk of 
becoming involved in another one and that’s the criminal justice system. It's the prime 
time for trouble. Two o'clock to six o'clock every weekday afternoon. Local law 
enforcement is using this study as a way to lobby lawmakers. The ones who decide 
where the bucks stop, hoping it will encourage them to leave the after-school funding in 
place. 
  
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/30/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 
Immigration officials are joining forces with a national child protection group to fight sex 
crimes against children. Officials say the effort aims to bolster “Operation Predator", 
which has led to more than 17-hundred arrests nationwide. The immigration and 
customs enforcement agency and the national center for missing and exploited children 
will be sharing leads, victims' photographs and other information 
 
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 1/30/04, LENGTH 1:17 SEC., LOCAL 
The central valley is already home to up to 45 thousand refugees from Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietnam.  They started coming in the 1980's.  The immigration slowed to a trickle in 
recent years. But now another wave is on the way.   Congressman Cal Dooley held a 
forum today to discuss the impact the new immigrants will have Representatives of 
catholic charities say they are gearing up to deal with up to 2 thousand new immigrants 
in Fresno.  They will benefit from those already here. But most of the financial support 
for the newcomers will have to come from Fresno County.  Dooley says the federal 
government is obligated to reimburse the county but notes that money goes to state 
government in Sacramento first. With the state and their current budget problems, a lot 
of us are very concerned about any pass through from the state and whether or not, how 
many cents on the dollar we receive. The money is a concern because, about half of the 
refugees who have come to the central valley remain on public assistance, and about 60 
per cent of the newcomers will be children. 
 



ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/20/04, LENGTH 1:50 MIN., LOCAL 
Rodriguez taught at this school for four years. He left two years ago. It's not the only 
place he had contact with children. His past is under scrutiny after his arrest on charges 
of molesting a 13-year-old boy.  Those who know David Rodriguez say he seems like a 
nice guy. A woman says she was a parent volunteer in his classroom at Tarpey thought 
he was too nice. Her concerns back then was that he was just a little too friendly with the 
students, going out of the way to make them think he was the greatest, coolest teacher, 
when at times he could be a little more disciplined, he was more concerned with being 
popular. He loved being popular with the kids. But another mother says she can't believe 
his affection for kids would lead to anything inappropriate.  
  
ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 2/24/04, LENGTH :36 SEC., LOCAL  
Nutrition watchdog group is blowing the whistle about kid's menus at some of America’s 
biggest sit-down chain restaurants. The center for science in the public interest found 
almost all of of the eateries surveyed sold hamburgers and fried chicken fingers as 
children's choices. Most of the kid's meals came with fries as the side dish. The 
researchers say the fat and calorie counts are very high on these meals, and they 
believe it's contributing to the rise in childhood obesity. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/27/04, LENGTH :29 SEC. LOCAL 
The senate has passed a bill requiring locks on guns. The bill was sponsored by Senator 
Barbara Boxer who said child safety locks are a simple, and inexpensive way to make 
our children safer.  It required manufacturers to place child safety locks on guns in the 
future. The measure goes to a conference committee with the house.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/27/04, LENGTH :25 SEC., LOCAL 
It's a growing problem that puts kids at risk for long term health problems. On action 
news live at eleven, a look at how childhood obesity is affecting children in the valley. 
The disease local doctors are diagnosing more often, and what parents can do to help 
their children. 
  
ACTION NEWS 11PM, 2/27/04, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 
Childhood obesity is putting many valley kids at risk for long term health problems like 
type two diabetes. The diabetes clinic at valley children's hospital sees 200 type 2 
diabetic kids a year and almost all of them are overweight. In a special health watch 
report, Action News Anchor Lisa Gonzales reports on what parents and kids can do to 
beat the battle of the bulge.  
 
ACTION NEWS 2/28/04, LENGTH :23 SEC. LOCAL 
A dozen people are homeless after a fire at an apartment complex in Reedley. It 
happened just before three this morning in the eight hundred block of early avenue. 
Three separate apartments were damaged leaving six adults and six children homeless 
including two twin babies. The Fresno and Madera chapters of the American Red Cross 
are helping the families. If you'd like to help, call the Red Cross at 455-1000 
 
ACTION  NEWS AM LIVE, 3/23/04, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 
A Clovis chiropractor at the center of an international child pornography ring on the Internet has 
pleaded guilty. Lloyd Emmerson pleaded guilty to all three federal charges against him yesterday. 
Emmerson admitted to taking photos of children, as well as distributing and receiving images on 
the internet. A ten-month investigation discovered some 400-thousand pictures on his computer.  
 



A total of 70 people have been arrested in connection with the child porn ring. Emmerson could 
still face up to 30 years in prison. 

 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/23/04, :26 SEC., LOCAL 
Death certificates for the Wesson murder victims are public and we can now tell you they 
were all shot in the face. The victims also died within minutes of each other, according to 
the coroner. These are DMV snapshots of 25-year-old sebhrenah Wesson and her 17-
year-old sister - Elizabeth. Two of nine women and children killed in a central Fresno 
home. That home is back on the real estate market. 
  
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 2/23/04, LENGTH :23 SEC. , LOCAL 
A smile during a hospital stay can make a big difference. Some patients at Children's 
Hospital Central California received "hero hats" and coloring books today, through the 
happy hats for kids program. The program gives hats to sick kids to help them through 
their hospital stay. The hats are made by prison inmates. The program provides hats to 
kids in hospitals across the country. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 01/18/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #1: Junior League of Fresno: Fresno County Superior Court Family Court 
Services: Playroom and Waiting Room Renovation: The Junior League of Fresno serves 
as an influential community partner seeking solutions to make a lasting impact on the 
quality of life of children. They are here to talk about their current project which is the 
renovation of the Children’s Playroom and Waiting Room of the Fresno County Superior 
Court Family Services. 
Segment #2: Junior League of Fresno: Next-to-New Rummage Sale: President Elect 
Melisha Ford is her to talk about the Junior League of Fresno as they host it’s largest 
fundraising event of the year accomplishing the goals of providing thousands of needy 
families.  
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 1/18/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #3: Roosevelt School of the Arts: The Children’s Hour: Presented by the 
Roosevelt School of the Arts and their upcoming production: “The Children’s Hour. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS 1/18/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #4: Connecting With Kids: Homework Help/New Sports Physical: Community 
College Attendance: It used to be the stepchild of higher education in America. The 
community college. But the perception is changing, and according to the U.S. 
Department of Education, more and more of our high school seniors are choosing 2 year 
schools. 
Home Work: Your son or daughter is struggling with their homework, so what do you do? 
Do we step in and how much do we help. New research shows that most have no 
problem giving their children assistance, but experts say it could teach all the wrong 
things. 
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 2/29/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #1:Children’s Hospital Central California: Kids Day: The 17th annual kids day 
fundraiser for Children’s Hospital Central California. Thousands will come out on March 
16th to sell a specially produced Fresno Bee paper for one dollar.  
  



VALLEY FOCUS, 2/29/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #2: Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Fresno: Bowl for Kids Sake: ABC30 and the 
Fresno Bee are proud sponsors of the annual bowl for kids sake, a fundraiser for big 
brothers big sisters of Fresno, Kings and Madera Counties.  
 
VALLEY FOCUS, 3/28/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 
Segment #4: Connecting With Kids: City vs. Suburban Teens: Parents are always 
looking for the best place to raise a family, what will be best for their kids. And that’s why 
so many end up setting in the suburbs. They assume there’ll be fewer negative 
influences, especially as their children enter their teenage years. 
Mentoring: The number of adults mentoring children has doubled over the past four 
years. But advocates say a million more are needed and that some adults shy away 
from mentoring for an unexpected reason-they think they have to be perfect. 
Ninth Grade: According to recent research, the percentage of children flunking ninth 
grade has doubled in the last 20 years. Educational experts say ninth grade is a make it 
or break it year that will largely determine whether a child succeeds in high school or 
fails. 
  
CONNECTING WITH KIDS: SHATTERED, 1/18/04, 5PM,LENGTH :30 MIN., 
SYNDICATION 
This is the extraordinary story of one night that changes lives forever: a drunk, teenage 
girl was speeding and out of control when her car smashed into another, killing the 
driver. We heard interviews with eyewitness’s who called police as they watched the 
drunk driver weave through traffic. We also have police video from the scene moments 
after the wreck, still photos of the accident, interviews with the driver, her boyfriend and 
family footage of her in prison, as well as the interview with the family of the man who 
was killed. A very compelling story about the tragedy of drinking and driving. 
 
CONNECTING WITH KIDS: A VIOLENT AGE, 3/14/P04 5PM, LENGTH :30 MIN., 
SYNDICATION 
 Violence continues to be a troubling part of growing up for many kids in America. One in 
four students is a victim of school violence, one in six has been robbed by someone with 
a weapon, one in four females has been sexually assaulted before the age of 18, and 
almost all kids report either witnessing bullying or being the victim of a bully. 
 
OPRAH, 1/14/04, 4PM LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
OPRAH,  3/25/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
Children Left Home Alone: A two and a four-year old left home alone and only one 
survived. Children taking care of themselves. Also, Children having sex, how young is 
too young? 
 
OPRAH, 1/26/04, 4PM LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
Bullying Caught on Tape: A beating on tape. A high school football player was attacked 
by his own teammates. Watch as the tables are turned on one bully. Then, a popular 
high school girl goes undercover in a fat suit. Brutal Bullying is exposed.  
 
OPRAH, 2/26/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
In Prison for Having Teenage Sex: He is black. She is White. He said it was consensual. 
She said it was rape. The honor student in prison for having teenage sex… For the first 
time, his accuser breaks her silence. On location at a Georgia state prison.  
 



OPRAH, 3/04/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
 Suburban Teens: The New Prostitutes: Is your teenage daughter being lured into 
prostitution? Shockingly, teen prostitution is on the rise in middle class America. It’s raw 
and it’s very real. Suburban girls from good families, twelve, thirteen, & fourteen years 
old, selling their bodies in exchange for expensive gifts and money. Teen prostitutes 
take viewers to the streets.  
 
OPRAH, 3/18/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1 HR. SYNDICATION 
Oprah asked: Is Your Child Leading a Double Life? Parents, this could be your worst 
nightmare. It’s raw, provocative and shocking. Teens tell the truth about sex, drugs and 
stealing even self-mutilation. And their parents were clueless. 
 
HISPANICS TODAY, 1/3/04, 5:30 & 10:30AMLENGTH :30 MIN., SYNDICATION 
Personal Safety Lesson of Children: Fantasy collides with Reality: News headlines about 
everything from terrorist threats, to child kidnappings, to sexual abuse cases can make 
us wonder if our kids ever are 100 percent safe. A program out of Maryland has found a 
way to use imagination as part of the answer. The trick is employing mythical fantasy to 
combat these stark realities. 

CONSUMER REPORTING 
 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/6/04, LENGTH 1:48 MIN., LOCAL 
J.D. Power did a survey and found subscribers give satellite television higher marks for 
reliability, cost, billing, and customer service. Cable companies are raising prices and 
they say offering more services. More channels, better digital quality, high-speed 
Internet access -cable companies say they are offering consumers more than ever 
before.  But with increased service, comes higher prices.  On average, consumers 
union, the publishers of consumer reports, says cable rates are expected to increase by 
about 6.5 percent over the upcoming year.  Approximately 21 million Americans have 
jumped from cable to satellite. That's the kind of competition congress had hoped for 
when they deregulated the industry and what has prompted cable companies to upgrade 
services. On average cable companies charge more than satellite companies one 
reason is cable companies pay utility taxes and franchise fees and satellite companies 
don't 
 
ACTION NEWS 5PM, 1/8/04, LENGTH :18 SEC. LOCAL 
The Federal government has announced it will ban the sale of products containing 
ephedra. California already has a similar law in effect. Even though it might be off store 
shelves there may be another way people can get their hands on the supplement. 
Peter Schlendorf died seven years ago while he was on spring break with  
friends. Peter had taken an herbal supplement that contained ephedra.  He didn't feel 
well so he stayed behind when his friends went out. Peter died later that night.  Products 
with ephedra have been removed from the shelves of CVS, GNC and Walgreen’s as well 
as two other national chains.  But consumer reports CEO Jim guest says the magazine's 
investigation shows ephedra is still widely available.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/12/04, LENGTH 1:40 MIN., LOCal 
If cash was king for you over the holidays then this story isn't for you.  If you're like 
thousands of American’s, your personal debt is up  because of holiday purchases.   
Julie Vallese reports on some ways to survive your holiday spending hangover.  
The holidays may be over but there's still one thing left to open. The bills for all your 
holiday purchases 



 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 1/16/04, LENGTH 1:31 MIN., LOCAL 
Faced with the high price of a new home, Barbara and John Werner decided to renovate 
instead. They updated the bathroom, shower and kitchen. They also added a family 
room.  Renovations like this are one reason homeowners can end up underinsured.  
Consumer reports' Mandy Walker says another reason is that homes on average have 
increased in value by up to 67 percent in the last five years.  In Fresno, home values 
have gone up 16% in the last year and that's top for major metro areas. But there are 
ways for people like the Werners to protect their home. Ask your insurer to reassess 
your home's replacement cost annually and adjust your coverage.  Consider increasing 
your deductible to offset higher premiums.  And make sure to report any home 
improvements.  So now that the family room is done, the Werners have put a call in to 
their insurance company to increase their coverage. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/20/04, LENGTH 3:38 SEC., LOCAL 
Nextel was the first wireless company to offer it. But Verizon launched it's own. I teamed 
up with the consumer reporters in Philadelphia and Houston to find which push to talk 
service performs best. We tested the technology with our ABC sister stations in 
Philadelphia and Houston.  We tested the Nextel first. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/21/04, LENGTH 1:49 SEC., LOCAL 
Consumer reports called on this daycare center and two others to test disposable 
diapers. After all, this is the frontline of diaper changing. During a month of testing the 
three centers went through more than 63-hundred changes, noting how well the diapers 
fit, if the fasteners held and whether the diapers kept the baby dry. Consumer reports 
tests covered a dozen different brands of diapers, including top-sellers, pampers and 
Huggies, as well as store brands such as Wal-mart's White cloud, K-mart's Little Ones 
and Loving Touch from Target. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 2/27/04, LENGTH 2:06 MIN.,LOCAL 
And you may lose your appetite after you learn those bits of bacon and blueberry you  
Think your eating are really a mixture of fats, oils, and artificial flavors.  Over the years, 
consumer reports' Erin Gudeux has come across quite a few items that aren't all they 
seem. Take this box of hungry krusteaz pancake and waffle mix.  Like a lot of mixes that 
call themselves bluberry, it's certainly got blue bits, but they're not very berry.   
The bits you see are actually dextrose, partially hydrogenated oil, cellulose gum and dye 
- none of which grow on a blueberry bush. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/9/04, LENGTH :11 SEC.,LOCAL 
Sales-people are constantly trying to get you to buy extended warranties, promising 
added protection.  Consumer watch reporter Chad Pradelli explains why. For the most 
part, a waste of money. Every year consumer reports buys thousands of products to 
test.  And it surveys readers about how well products hold up in real life.  These days 
many big-ticket products are pretty reliable. And even if you do need a repair, let's say 
for a projection TV, the repair usually costs the same or less than what you would pay 
for an extended warranty. Consumer reports says it may pay to purchase an extended 
warranty for two products.  A laptop would be considered one. 
 



 
 
 
ACTION NEWS 6PM, 3/9/04, LENGTH :23 SEC. LOCAL 
 American made cars are making the grade with consumers. For the first time since 
"consumer reports" started tracking regional competition 25 years ago, American made 
cars topped their European counterparts in reliability and owner satisfaction. They’re 
beating the likes of Mercedes Benz, Audi and Land Rover. Cars made in Asia still beat 
out American vehicles in reliability. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/17/04, LENGTH 1:47 MIN., LOCal 
Since the early 70's, over-the-counter products have required child-resistant caps. 
Each year, children still die because common household products poison them. 
Julie Vallese shows us what every parent needs to do. At home, three-year-old Haley 
calls him daddy, but at the office he's James Fuller. He is chief of staff for the chairman. 
That's at the US consumer product safety commission. It goes to show it doesn't matter 
whose child it is, unintentional poisonings can happen in any home.  His agency says 
that each year on average 28 children die from unintentional poisoning.  
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/17/04, LENGTH :11 SEC. LOcal 
Plasma TV’s are the new hot technology, but rear projection sets are outselling plasmas 
by about eight to one. Consumer watch reporter Chad Pradelli finds out which rear 
projection set is a best buy. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/22/04, LENGTH :14 SEC. LOCAl 
Have you ever wanted to call someone's cell phone, but just couldn't remember the 
number? Soon, you'll be able to get those digits by dialing information.  Some say it's 
about time, others say not so fast. Consumer reporter chad pradelli had the information 
on soon to be available technology. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/24/04, LENGTH 1:47 MIN., LOCAL 
Used bookstores like this one used to be just about the only place to sell your old books. 
How times have changed. Consumer reports say now anyone can sell books online for 
fast cash. You need to know the basics before you try to turn your books into bucks. 
Mass-market paperbacks won't fetch much.  Neither will hardcover titles that have since 
come out in paperback. Consumer reports' money adviser says your best bets are books 
like the ad Vinci code that have been on recent bestseller lists.  Lots of literary fiction is 
also worth selling think Oprah's book club. 
 
ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 3/25/04, LENGTH :13 SEC., LOCAL 
American women spend hundreds of millions of dollars a year in the quest for smooth 
legs.  Well, consumer reports has tested a new device called the Conair hair removal 
system to see if it does what it claims it can do. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT FOR 1ST QUARTER 2004 
 
:30  FRESNO PD Use a Gun, Go to Jail #1 
:30 FRESNO PD Use a Gun, Go to Jail #2 
:30 FRESNO PD Use a Gun, Go to Jail #3 
:30 FRESNO PD Use a Gun, Go to Jail #4 
:30 TREE FRESNO: BREEZE 
:30 CHILDREN'S TV REPORT  
:30 AD FED/DO THE ZOO/ELEPHANTS 
:30 AD FED/DO THE ZOO/KANGAROO 
:30 MAKE A WISH 
:20 MAKE A WISH 
:15 AD FED/DO THE ZOO 
:30 CASA VOLUNTTERS UFN 
:30 RAILROAD SAFETY 
:30 WOMEN’S HEALTH: CANCER PREVENTION 
:10 CSUF ALUMNI:  
:15       CSUF ALUMNI 
:30       CSUF ALUMNI 
:30  2033 FRESO MET: BEAKMANS WORLD  
:30 2013  RED CROSS BREAKFAST OF HEREOS  
:30 MARIACHI FESTIVAL 
:30       CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS OF CENTRAL CA: KIDS DAY 
:30       FSU SPORTS: WAC TOURNAMOUNT 
:20 BLACK HISTORY MONTH W/GARELLA 
:20 BLACK HISTORY MONTH W/10-8 
:20 BLACK HISTORY MONTH W/NYPD BLUE 
:30 BLACK HISTORY MONTH W/TISHA 
:30 COMMUNITY CALENDAR : BEGINS TUESDAYS-FRI/SAT 6-7AM, 11AM,   6 

PM 
 
 
 
 

 
 


