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3
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From July 1, through and including September 30, 2004, KFSN-TV presented 30 hours of regularly 

scheduled local news programs a week, in addition to public affairs programs and syndicated 

programs.  KFSN also broadcast programs and public service announcements provided by the ABC 

Television Network.  Attached is the ABC-TV Network Second quarter news and public affairs 

program information report. 

 

KFSN, through its programming, addressed the following issues of concern for communities that 

make up the six-county area served by ABC-30: 

 

1. POLITICAL/GOVERNMENT 

2. POLLUTION 

3. CRIME 

4. HEALTH 

5. EDUCATION 

6. YOUTH 

7. CONSUMER REPORTING 

  

Programs, program segments, and local newscasts broadcast by KFSN that provided significant 

treatment to the issues are the following.  

 

 

ACTION NEWS 

 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-7:00AM, 2 hours, Local 

 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and international 

news, sports, weather, medical, financial, and Consumer Reports. 

 

AM LIVE SATURDAY 

Saturdays, 6-7AM, 1 hour, local 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and international 

news, sports, weather, consumer and medical reports along with entertainment news. 

 

AM LIVE SUNDAY 

Sundays, 6-7AM & 8-9AM, 2 hours, local 

This morning news program provides viewers with late-breaking local, national, and international 

news, sports, weather, consumer and medical reports along with entertainment news. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY 

Monday through Friday, 11:00AM-11:30AM, 30 min., Local 

 

Up-to-date local news coverage is offered, as well as national and international news.  Also 

included are medical, consumer, and financial reports. 

 



ACTION NEWS LIVE AT FIVE 

Monday through Friday, 5:00-5:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and international.  

Also covered are sports and weather.  Included are medical, education, and Consumer Reports. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX 

Monday through Sunday, 6:00-6:30PM, 30 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and international.  

Also covered are weather and sports.  Friday's newscast features the Action News Person of the 

Week. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT SIX-THIRTY 

Monday, through Friday, 6:30PM, 30 min., local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day’s news events, local, national, and international. It 

also covers weather. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN 

Monday through Sunday, 11:00-11:35PM, 35 min., Local 

 

This half-hour news program reviews the day's news events, local, national, and international.  

Also covered are sports and weather; Consumer Reports are included. 

 

ACTION NEWS LIVE AT ELEVEN (REPEAT) 

Monday through Sunday, 2:05-2:41AM., local 

 

This half-hour news programs are a repeat of the earlier 11PM newscast from that day. It includes 

Local, national and international news. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS 

Sunday, 10:30AM – 11:00AM, 30 min., Local/Public Affairs 

 

Half-hour weekly local talk/interview program dealing exclusively with issues and local affairs. 

 

COMMUNITY CALENDAR  :30 SECOND PSA 

TUESDAY – FRIDAYS  

DURING ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, MIDDAY, 6PM NEWS 

 

SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS AM LIVE 

 

Thirty-second PSA featuring an Action News anchor delivering information about upcoming non-

profit events in our community. 

 



 

CHILDREN FIRST 

 

 

Children First is in its sixth year of production.  This year-long effort focuses on the challenges, 

problems, and opportunities facing children living in Central California.  The program 

concentrates on how the average person can make a difference in a child's life and highlight local 

news organizations that work with children and youth.  Children First includes local news 

produced half-hour programs, :30 vignettes, public service announcements, and special stories on 

Action News. 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: DANGEROUS DIETS 

Sunday, August 22
nd

 at 6:30PM, :30 Min., Local 

Sunday, August 29
th
 at 10:30AM,:30, Min., Local 

This half-hour special examines a problem that is reaching epidemic proportions. Children who 

are overweight or obese and dealing with the health, social and emotional issues that come with 

this condition. An alarming number of children in the valley are being diagnosed wit type 2 

diabetes and a relatively new condition called NASH. 

See what’s being blamed for the rise in obesity rates among kids. We showed viewers what valley 

health care providers, nutritionists and schools are doing to help kids make better food choices. 

We saw how some kids are losing weight and keeping it off. Plus was lawmakers are doing to 

address this major health problems. 

 

 

CHILDREN FIRST VIGNETTES/PSAs AIRED 

 

Gottschalks, Fresno County Office of Education and Children’s Hospital Central California 

partner to air these Children’s First PSAs and Vignettes in rotation: 

  

CHILDREN FIRST: HONORED SCHOLARS: :30 SEC. (APRX. 30) 

Abc 30 is a proud sponser of Honored Scholars. These spots showcased Vegetarians from around 

the Valley  

 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS OF CENTRAL CALIFORNIA: HEART DOCTOR :30 

(APRX. 14) 

This spot gives information on the kind of care available and doctors who specialize in heart 

relating illnesses at Children’s Hospital of Central California 

 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF CENTRAL CALIFORNA: MAGNET AWARD: 30 (APRX. 

15) 

These spots talk about the care given at Children’s Hospital of Central California. 

 

FCOE: BE A PARENT RESPONSIBILITY: 30 (AIRED APRX. 10) 

This spot by Superintended of Schools Pete Mehas; encourages Parents to be a Parent, Not a Pal. 

 

FCOE: YOUTH AND THE PAST :30 (AIRED APRX. 10) 

This spot talks about Lessons given by Central Valley Stories of Service Program that links 

World War II vets with Students 

 



CHILDREN FIRST: 10PM ID (AIRES DAILY 10:00PM) 

Voice over that airs weekly before 10PM that says: “It’s Just about 10’oclock. Do you know 

where your children are?” 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: DANGEROUS DIETS: 30 (AIRED APRX. 40) 

This spot encourage viewers to fight fat and win by eating healthier meals together, exercise and 

limited television.  

 

CHILDREN FIRST: DIETS WEBSITE: 30 (AIRED APRX. 40) 

Fast Food can lead to big problems. The Bulldog Café is a weeklong camp at FSC that teaches 

children how to cook healthier meals. For more information, visit our Website. 

 

FCOE: COLLEGE NIGHT: 30 (AIRED APRX. 25) 

This Spot encourages students and parents to attend College Night at the Fresno Convention 

Center. Colleges from around the Valley and beyond participate. 

 

 

NON-BROADCAST EFFORTS: 

ABC 30 LISTENS: ABC 30 contucted two forums during the 3
rd

 quarter where they encouraged 

viewers to come and participate as issues of importance where discuss among the attending 

relevant to their community. They were announced during Action News broadcast throughout the 

day of the event. 

ABC 30 Listens, 9/01/04 at 7PM: Conference Center: West Hills College, Lemoore 

 

ABC 30: TOWN HALL MEETING 

ABC Town Meeting, 08/20/04 at 7PM, State Administration Building 

ABC 30 conducted this public forum providing the valley with information on the West 

Nile virus and what could be done to protect oneselve. 
 

 

 

POLITICAL/GOVERNMENT 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/05/04, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

Democratic frontrunner, John Kerry has not made up his mind about who will be his running 

mate. ABC News has learned Kerry may have had a final face-to-face meeting with the person 

considered by many as the top finalist.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/06/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

The newly painted Kerry-Edwards campaign plane marked a new beginning a new chapter in the 

democrats' run for the presidency.  John Kerry told African American Church leaders in 

Indianapolis, he chose the best man to be his running mate. He told them he was pleased to 

announce, that with your help, the next Vice President of The United States of America will be 

senator John Edwards from North Carolina."  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/10/04, LENGTH 1:50 MIN., LOCAL 

Democratic presidential hopefuls John Kerry and John Edwards were taking a breather from the 

intense campaign that began earlier this week. The pair took time out to speak, by satellite, to 

organizations that traditionally vote Democratic.   

 



ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/13/04, LENGTH 1:09 MIN., LOCAL 

A senate vote could come as early as tomorrow on a proposed constitutional amendment to ban 

same-sex marriage.  ABC’s Linda Douglass reports that emotions are running high and 

presidential politics are in play. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/14/04, LENGTH: 48 SEC., LOCAL 

Meanwhile county and city leaders, including Fresno Mayor Alan Autry, said if the legislature 

fails to pass the governor's plan for local funding, they will move forward with proposition 65. 

The ballot initiative would protect their budgets through a constitutional amendment.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/17/04, LENGTH: 20 SEC, LOCAL 
Governor Schwarzenegger spared Medical, but the program could be in for major surgery this 

August. Fresno mayor Alan Autry once the governor's Schwarzenegger's harshest republican 

critic leads the charge to pass the Governor's revised local government plan. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/20/04, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno County counts 31-lodges that would collect the new tax on hotel and motel guests. On 

Friday, county government and business leaders met with representatives of only one hotel, 

Harris Ranch. After that meeting, the tax could be dead. Jim Van Haun runs one of only two bed 

and breakfast inns in Fresno County. Guests from all over the world come to his lodge and winery 

to view the vineyard and valley landscape on their way to Yosemite, the Sequoias, or Fresno 

County’s lakes. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/23/04, LENGTH 2:41 MIN. LOCAL 
Members of the mayor's education task force were the first to sign the community contract with 

kids. Those who helped draft this community call to action agree. Among them, a former NFL 

player, businessman and west Fresno coach. The contract defines new ways to judge students, 

teachers and management. Under it, the pay of district wide management would be based on 

achievement of specific performance criteria the contract calls for establishing standards by 

which teacher performance can be tied to student achievement. 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVING, 7/27/04, LENGTH: 36 SEC., LOCAL 

The first day of the democratic national convention in Boston ended with a performance by Patti 

Labelle. The day included a full roster of speakers, and some of the party's heavy hitters, 

including former Vice President Al Gore, former presidents Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton and 

senator Hillary Clinton of New York. The convention lasts four days, and senators John Kerry 

and John Edwards are expected to be endorsed, as the party's presidential and vice presidential 

candidates.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6AM, 721/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno's human relations commission will have a lot less money to operate. Last month, the city 

council agreed to grant the commission 192 thousand dollars in funding. Mayor Alan Autry 

vetoed the item and cut the group's budget to just 35 thousand dollars. The council didn't have 

enough votes to override Autry's veto. The commission has been criticized for sponsoring anti-

war resolutions and calling a conservative organization a hate group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/27/04, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

In politics, the bigger the war chest, the better your chances of winning. Both candidates for the 

20th congressional district are hard at work raising money. Democrat Jim Costa has raised more 

than 302 thousand dollars, and has more than 278 thousand in the bank. Meantime republican 

Roy Ashburn has raised more than 270 thousand bucks, with 375 thousand dollars in the bank.  

Ashburn expects a big boost from the Cheney visit to help his campaign, while Democrat Jim 

Costa is counting on his longtime service to valley voters to serve him well.  

 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/28/04, LENGTH :44 SEC., LOCAL 
As the Democrats rally support in Boston. Vice President Dick Cheney is helping to raise money 

for candidates here on the West coast. The Vice President made an appearance in Bakersfield 

yesterday. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/29/04, LENGTH ;27 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresh off the democratic national convention, the democratic and republican campaigns hit the 

road today. The democratic ticket of John Kerry and John Edwards are on a nationwide bus trip 

and were in Pennsylvania. Thousands showed up for a rally to hear the candidates. This is the 

second day of what will be a 21 state cross-country trip. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 8/01/04, LENGTH 2:33 MIN., LOCAL 

The big political turmoil continues in the small town of Farmersville. The firing of a school 

superintendent has lead to a school board recall. He recalls election is set for Tuesday and we'll 

have complete coverage on Action News. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 8/02/04, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

Throughout the past year, supporters and opponents of the recall have definitely made it difficult 

for Farmersville voters to ignore the impending election and tonight on its eve, both sides took to 

the streets as one last reminder. It's the first thing resident’s see as they drive into town. A sign 

urging them to vote yes on the recall.  

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/03/04, LENGTH :32 SEC. ,LOCAL 

On the ballot, voters will first be asked to vote yes or no on the recall then have six replacement 

candidates to choose from. The recall effort doesn't end here: in the November 2nd general 

election, board president Martin Macareno and trustee Blanca Sandoval will also face a recall. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 8/04/04, LENGTH 2:30 MIN., LOCAL 

This recall cost Farmersville schools 20-thousand dollars. But the big expenses are still to come. 

3-fired administrators are threading lawsuits. The old board, under fire, approved new 

administrator contracts. Which lock the district into 6-figure buy-outs and their last vote was 

actually on Election Day. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 8/06/04, LENGTH :30 SEC., LOCAL 

Fresno mayor Alan Autry publicly endorsed three candidates today for the Fresno unified school 

board. In doing so, he may have violated city campaign laws. After an action news story showed 

that city time and resources were used for the endorsement, Autry said he would change his 

campaigning tactics to follow the law. By city code and city charter, elected city officials and 

employees are not allowed to use copy machines, telephones, fax machines, or other city 

resources to support a candidate's campaign. 

  



ACTINO NEWS AM LIVE, 8/10/04, LENGTH :27 SEC. ,LOCAL 

Two Fresno county republicans are at odds over what one is calling a conflict of interest when it 

comes to school board candidates. Fresno county schools superintendent Pete Mehas says he has 

doubts about mayor Alan Autry's contract for kids and the school board candidates who have 

signed it. Autry found 3 candidates willing to sign the contract for kids, which would gain his 

endorsement.  One candidate John Madrid already works for the city as Autry's education liaison. 

Another is a distant relative of the mayor. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 8/10/04, LENGTH :33 SEC. LOCAL 

Political eyes are watching the first debate between senator Barbara Boxer and her republican 

challenger former Secretary of State Bill Jones. It been underway for about half an hour and is 

taking place at the museum of tolerance in Los Angeles. Jones say tonight's debate will give 

voters enough information to help them decide to quote finish the job" started last year when they 

recalled Democratic Governor Gray Davis. Boxer is stressing her accomplishments when it 

comes to helping children and families. One of the first heated topics in the debate centered on 

same sex marriages. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/11/04, LENGTH :11 SEC. Local 

State Senator Barbara Boxer squared off against the man looking to take her job. 

She and former Secretary of State Bill Jones debated in Los Angeles last night. Both candidates 

spoke out on a number of issues including same-sex marriage. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/25/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

Plans are almost complete to build a new federal prison in the valley. But future neighbors are not 

putting out the welcome mat. People protested outside city hall in Mendota. They want to stop the 

construction of the medium security prison. Supporters say it will give a much-needed boost to 

the economy. But opponents say the benefits are overblown and the prison would be too close to 

Mendota’s high school. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/30/04, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

State senator Roy Ashburn will speak at the republican national convention today. Yesterday, he 

stirred up things at a marriage ceremony mayor Alan Autry held for traditional couples.   

Ashburn, who is running for congress, criticized his democratic opponent, Jim Costa for his 

positions on the state's domestic partnership law and the statewide vote defining marriage as 

between a man and woman. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/25/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN.,LOCAL 

Arnold Schwarzenegger has raised millions for other candidates in 2004, but tonight he tried to 

bring in some serious money for his own re-election bid. It cost one thousand dollars just to be 

part of the party here at the "Bonadelle House" in Fresno. Apparently just seeing Arnold 

Schwarzenegger isn't cheap. The governor arrived in this SUV Behind heavily tinted windows. 

It's the only glimpse people on the outside could get. But major political players in the valley 

were more than willing to pay for some time with Schwarzenegger. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 9/03/04, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

Former Farmersville school superintendent Janet Jones is suing the district. The lawsuit, filed in 

Visalia this morning, charges Jones was wrongfully fired. It also claims first amendment civil 

rights violations. Jones was fired back in may, charged with using her work computer to send e-

mails supporting two incumbent board candidates in the last election. 

 

 



ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/08/04, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 9/09/04, LENGTH :20 SEC., Local 

The governor is making a visit to kern county. Governor Arnold  Schwarzenegger will be at a 

republican fundraiser. Most of the money raised will go to local Republican candidates such as 

Dean Gardner who is trying to unseat Democratic assemblywoman Nicole Parra, and to Roy 

Ashburn who is up against democrat Bill Costa. 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 9/09/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN. LOCAL 

After serving six years as a state legislator, assemblywoman Sarah Reyes is not seeking another 

elective office. So she would be available to step in as an interim superintendent at Fresno 

unified, but would she want to take on what is going to be a difficult job. 

  

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 9/16/04, LENGTH :37 SEC. LOCAL 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger is so popular, candidates on both sides of the isle want to be 

his friends. Two opponents in a north valley assembly race are using the governor's name to help 

them win in November. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/19/04, LENGTH 1:35 MIN., LOCAL 
When Schwarzenegger was in Bakersfield and about 15-hundred turned out to hear the governor. 

600-thousand dollars were raised for republican candidates. Roy Ashburn offered no specifics of 

hard numbers tomorrow but he's hoping for a huge boost to his campaign for congress in a district 

that's been held by democrats for 14-years. Schwarzenegger was in Bakersfield two weeks ago to 

support a host of republican candidates for state office. Tomorrow he will stop in Fresno to raise 

money for one republican running for congress. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/21/04, LENGTH :29 SEC. ,LOCAL 

Governor Arnold schwarzeneger is weighing in on California’s hottest race for congress, right 

here in Fresno. Schwarzenegger was in Fresno last night to raise money for state senator Roy 

Ashburn, a republican from Bakersfield. Ashburn is running against Democrat Jim Costa for the 

20th congressional seat now held by Democrat Cal Dooley. Schwarzenegger endorsed Ashburn, 

but the governor has made no public appearances with candidates he's endorsed. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 9/21/04, LENGTH :22 SEC. ,LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/22/04, LENGTH :22 SEC. LOCAL 

Some of the candidates hoping to fill four positions on the Fresno unified school board answered 

questions for voters. Ten candidates attended the debate, hosted by the central valley progressive 

political action committee. Missing from the forum was Fresno Mayor Alan Autry's slate of 

candidates. People in the audience asked about the candidate’s views on a number of issues from 

the district's retention policy to the budget. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS: 08/15/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1 & #2: Central California Women’s Conference: Once a year, three thousand women 

come together for the Central California Women’s Conference. ABC-30 is a proud sponsor of 

this event and on today’s show, were going to tell you all about this year’s event featuring ABC’s 

Star Jones, from the view. We were joined by one of the guest speakers of this year’s event, Terri 

Johnson as she talks about her topic Packing Light. 

 

OPRAH: 8/19/04, LENGTH  1:00 HR., SYNDICATION 

Bill Clinton and Oprah: The Interview: Bill Clinton on Oprah one on one. Nothing is off limits. 

On Oprah show special event. 



 

OPRAH, 09/29/04, LENGTH 1 HOUR, SYNDICATION 

Oprah’s Voting Party: Cameron Diaz and Oprah team up. Plus Drew Barrymore’s passion and P. 

Diddy makes a plea! They were all together today to incur rage people to get out and register to 

vote! Big Stars are on a mission and they mean business. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 8/08/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #2: Puerto Rico Gubernatorial Election-Commonwealth Status Questioned: Job growth 

and health care are among the key issues supported by Pedro Rossello of the New Progressive 

Party. The two-time governor is advocating Statehood for the island. His opponent, Anibal 

Acevedo Vila of the popular Democratic Party, believes statehood would be a series mistake.  

 

 

POLLUTION 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/02/04, LENGTH 2:10 MIN., LOCAL 
The air quality control district hopes the new rule will eliminate 34 tons a day of potentially 

dangerous dust particles. But farmers say they're not the ones to blame for the valley's bad air. 

But Louis Bandoni says his profession and passion is more and more about paperwork and fees - 

rather then growing and harvesting almonds on his 300 acres in Merced. The latest regulation 

restricts how much dust Bandoni can stir-up. Air quality research shows almond harvests create 

almost 41 pounds of dust-borne specks per acre and the air quality district says it's time the ag 

industry was regulated just like everyone else. The air pollution control district says it's working 

with growers to develop the new rules. How those rules will be monitored is still a major question 

- and concern. Bandoni just wishes air quality would stop focusing on farmers and take a look at 

all the cars - so he can get back to the business of farming.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/08/04, LENGTH 1:48 MIN. LOCAL 

Tulare County says they are using cleaner emissions cars to help with the San Joaquin valley air 

pollution problem. Tulare county public defender Michael Sheltzer is driving the company car to 

work today. He zips around town in this 2001 Toyota Pruis a hybrid car powered by gas and 

electricity. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/12/04, LENGTH :27 SEC., LOCAL 

The Fresno County Grand Jury report came out. This citizen group investigates issues facing the 

area. Included this year: the grand jury said complaints from students about insect infestation at 

Fresno unified high schools were exaggerated. The grand jury endorsed the use of court 

injunctions to help prevent gang violence, by barring gang members from meeting. They 

recommend the valley air pollution control district include a medical organization as a member, 

since bad air causes so many health problems. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 7/15/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

After repeated delays, the "Aura" satellite is finally headed into orbit. A delta booster caring the 

satellite rocketed into space from Vandenberg Air Force Base. The launch was scrubbed four 

times because of technical problems and weather. The satellite's orbit will be 438 miles above the 

earth. It will study pollution and the health of earth's atmosphere for six years. 

 



 

 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/19/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/20/04, LENGTH :28 SEC. LOCal 

A caravan of hybrid cars made a stop at the state capitol, to promote the use of the energy saving 

vehicles. The Sierra Cub is behind the multi-state tour. They say they want to increase awareness 

of the cars, which run on both battery power and gasoline, and not only conserve energy but also 

decrease pollution. Lawmakers are also considering a measure, which would allow hybrid drivers 

to use carpool lanes, even without passengers. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/21/04, LENGTH :25 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/21/04, LENGT :25 SEC LOCAL 

Dairy is king in the valley and all those cows contribute to a big pollution problem. The dairy 

industry brings in four billion state- wide. There are 27 hundred dairies in the state. 16 hundred 

are right here in the valley. Tulare County is the number one dairy producer in the country. 

Action News reporter Gerrick Brenner is here with the effort to find out just how much pollution 

cows create and how to stop it. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/29/04, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

New this morning, a national environmental group says businesses in California that violate air 

quality regulations are not being punished enough. The report from the environmental working 

group says oil refineries and power plants usually pay about two thousand dollars or less in fines 

when they exceed pollution limits. Environmentalists say that's not enough to deter companies 

from breaking the law.  

  

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 8/10/04, LENGTH :21 SEC. LOCAL 

Very hot temperatures throughout the valley today and our air quality is not good as well. 

The air pollution control district forecast that it is unhealthy for sensitive groups. People with 

breathing problems should take the necessary precautions and we are all being asked to do what 

we can to cut down on the pollution in our air. Carpool, not using gas burning lawnmowers or 

other equipment. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 8/13/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 
To deal with stricter clean air regulations local farmers say they are instituting a smoke 

management system. Cunha had the chance to air his concerns before legislators and industry 

experts during an ag forum at Fresno city hall. Cunha told the panel which included Dave crow of 

the San Joaquin valley air pollution control district. If trucks from Mexico are allowed to 

transport goods into the U.S. the resulting smog problems could push some out of the ag industry 

Its not yet been determined when the big rigs from Mexico will be allowed to enter the US. 

 Assemblyman Dave Cogdill hosted today's forum. He says he came to Fresno to seek solutions 

to various age concerns. Cunha welcomed the opportunity to speak with legislators, calling it the 

most productive assembly committee meeting he's been a part of. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 8/19/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

The report is called "cutting health-threatening air pollution 50-percent by 2010” and supporters 

say it is a realistic goal but time is running out. California has the worst air quality in the nation, 

and Fresno is at the center of this problem we have nine of the top ten cities most polluted in the 

nation, and of those six are right here in the San Joaquin Valley. Dr. Hamilton says he's seen the 

pollution's effects first hand. That's why a group called "Environment California" says it is time 



to strengthen existing programs and create new ones to reduce air pollution 50-percent by the 

year 2010. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/25/04, LENGTH :16 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 8/25/04, LENGTH :16 SEC. LOCAL 

Air pollution officials in the San Joaquin valley are asking grape growers to contact them before 

burning used paper raisin trays. The California department of forestry says that practice can start 

fires. The valley's air pollution board has to issue the farmers a permit before they can burn. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 8/28/04, LENGTH :27 SEC. LOCAL 

The national park service has been cited by the San Joaquin valley air pollution control district for 

violating an air district order. The citation is the result of  a controlled burn in Sequoia and Kings 

Canyon National Parks in nation late June. The scheduled five-day burn was started with the air 

district's permission but that was withdrawn on the third day. However, the park service 

continued the burn. Air quality in the national parks has become a concern in recent years. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/30/04, LENGTH: 30 SEC., LOCAL 

Two Fresno city council members are hoping a new mode of transportation will help reduce 

pollution and draw more visitors to downtown. City council members Cynthia Sterling and tom 

Boyajian kicked off the tower-to-downtown trolley program this morning. The program is an 

effort to rejuvenate the trolley line and old downtown and get people to invest in the treasures like 

the old trolley trains instead of taking cars. The trolley runs from 11:30 am to 1:30 in the 

afternoons for the lunch crowd between the tower and downtown. It's 75 cents a ride. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/01/04, LENGTH :17 SEC. LOCAL 

You might want to avoid any unnecessary driving. Today and tomorrow have been rated as spare 

the air days in the central valley. The air quality is expected to be unhealthy and the air pollution 

control district says you can do your part to reduce smog by carpooling,  and bringing your lunch 

to work.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 9/06/04, LENGTH 1:50 MIN. LOCal 

With interstate-five to the west and highway 99 straight up the middle and the Central Valley 

get's more than it's fair share of smog.  Traffic accounts for 60-percent of pollution and big-rig 

trucks play a part. Idle-aire is a little computer that provides drivers with heat, power, air 

conditioning, satellite TV, even the internet and phone service; features usually only in hotels. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/07/04, LENGTH :13 SEC. LOCAL 

The central valley is known for it's poor air quality and much of it can be blamed on truck 

pollution. Now there's a new smog solution. Action News Reporter Christine Park is here to tells 

us about it. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/07/04, LENGTH 1:45 SEC. LOCAL 

It's the latest in computer technology that's helping to put an end to one of the valley's worst 

pollution problems are big rigs and many truckers are happily plugging in. For Missouri trucker 

Bill Howard, the Madera pilot truck stop is one of his favorite stops in California.  He can plug 

into this yellow tube which powers his trucks with satellite t-v, heat, air conditioning, phone 

service,  and even internet access; usually the stuff he can only find in a hotel. 

 



 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 9/09/04, LENGTH 1:34 MIN., LOCAL 

Fresno County while the rest of the valley was forecast to be unhealthful for sensitive groups. 

Still it was not enough to stop high school athletics.  Team practice for Fresno and Clovis unified 

go on as scheduled despite the brown cloud that hangs over the valley. Peters says the only time 

outdoors activities are cancelled is when the air quality index, or AGI , reaches the "very 

unhealthy" level. Not when it reaches the "unhealthy" level despite recommendations from the 

San Joaquin valley air pollution control district. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 9/09/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN. LOCAL 

The late summer heat and stagnant air is keeping the smog level high. It was unhealthy for 

sensitive groups today and that's a concern for kids outside, and especially athletes. Despite the 

heat, the air was not bad enough to stop the football action. The freshman Hoover High team 

playing Tulare Western. But air quality is something athletic trainers in the district must keep an 

eye on this time of year.  Fresno unified doesn't restrict activity until the air is in the very 

unhealthy category the purple bar on the graph. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 9/17/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN. LOCAL 

The governor calls it cutting bureaucracy, but some worry that means losing their voice if the 

governor's plan goes through. Schwarzenegger unveiled his plan to cut waste; he said he was 

taking the show on the road to hear what the voters think. The Fresno hearing was specifically for 

comments on conserving resources and protecting the environment. Environmental and 

community groups spoke out on the plans to eliminate the regional water quality and air boards, 

like the local air district that tries to cut pollution. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 9/20/04, LENGTH :23 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/21/04, LENGTH :23 SEC. LOCAL 

a new study on smog and another bad ranking for valley air and the environmental defense study 

shows children who live in smoggy areas are more susceptible to air pollutants that trigger asthma 

than other kids. The study says Los Angeles is worst in the nation for air pollution affecting 

children. The riverside-san Bernardino region is next. Fresno is at number eleven. Sacramento is 

number twelve and Bakersfield ranks thirteenth. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 9/21/04, LENGTH :28 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/22/04, LENGTH :28 SEC.LOCAL 

A group of local environmental and business leaders will begin taking a new approach to trying to 

clean up the valley's dirty air. In a forum at Fresno state, operation clean air will detail it's five 

year plan to clean the air, and increase economic prosperity in the valley. The plan includes 

expanding efforts to reduce emissions from pollution sources, as well as developing air quality 

empowerment zones. The forum is the first of four scheduled throughout the valley over the next 

thirty days. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/22/04, LENGTH :15 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 9/22/04, LENGTH :15 SEC. LOCAL 

And the local dairy industry has reached an agreement on a new clean air law. The San Joaquin 

valley air pollution control district will do a study to find the best ways to control emissions. 

The hope is that this agreement will lead to better air quality. 



 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 9/23/04, LENGTH :21 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/24/04, LENGTH :21 SEC. LOCAL 

Concerns over pollution from Mexican trucks operating in California has prompted a new bill. 

Democratic senators Dianne Einstein and Barbara boxer introduced a measure, which would 

require all heavy-duty big rigs operating in the U.S. to comply with federal clean air 

requirements. In June, the Supreme Court cleared the way for Mexican trucks to begin operating 

in the U.S. by January of 2005. 

 

CRIME 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/19/04, LENGTH 2:15 MIN. LOCAL 
A few miles outside of the western Fresno county town of Coalinga, just east of the pleasant 

valley state prison, a new 15-hundred bed state mental hospital is being built. It will replace 

Atascadero state hospital as the location for California's sexually violent predator program. The 

50-year-old hospital was built for a different purpose and doesn't allow for the separation of those 

wanting treatment for their sexually violent tendencies from those who do. Carey Verse, 

convicted sex offender: people were very angry and against people going to treatment and telling 

you not going to treatment.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/20/04, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

Defense attorneys in Scott Peterson's murder trial continue to turn police testimony in their favor 

by focusing on other suspects they claim authorities failed to rule out.  A detective testified that 

police questioned hundreds of registered sex offenders and parolees about Laci Peterson's 

disappearance, but decided not to follow up even though they couldn't verify many of their alibis.  

One possible suspect even confessed to the crime but the detective said the man's admission was 

discounted because he had mental problems. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/20/04, LENGTH 1:50 SEC. LOCAL 

The plane carrying Terry Pettis is expected to land here in Fresno within the next couple of hours. 

The former Fresno State basketball player is facing a lot of "life changing" decisions as he's 

officially charged with murder.  Ernest Kinney, attorney, knows Pettis well.  He represented 

Pettis on a misdemeanor battery charge. He also worried about the seriousness of the crime his 

former client is now facing.  Pettis is accused of murdering Rene Abbott last April near Fresno 

State.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/21/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

A hate crime resolution has been adopted in Livingston. By a five-nothing vote, the city council 

approved a zero tolerance policy against hate crimes. The Sikh community was specifically listed 

because of hate crimes after the attacks of 9-11. Mayor Gurpal Samra says the resolution is not 

based on any negative experiences in Livingston, but problems in bigger cities.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/22/04, LENGTH :20 SEC. LOCAL 

With California’s prisons near capacity and the numbers of parolees growing, some controversial 

new reforms are being put in place to address the revolving door of crime and punishment. The 

big question from two top cops and will those reforms put your safety at risk? Action News 

anchor Nancy Osborne looks at how these plans are supposed to work. 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/23/04, LENGTH :26 SEC. LOCAL 

The family involved in a brutal home invasion robbery speaks out, as a key piece of evidence is 

found. The crime happened in Madera over the weekend, and today, the family's missing s-u-v 

was found near Stockton. Investigators at the Fresno state crime lab are now processing the 

vehicle. The family who was terrorized in their own home for about 24 hours, used a family 

friend to dispel the rumor the crime was a drug related retaliation. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/26/04, LENGTH 1:24 SEC. LOCAL 

All along Terry Pettis' father has said publicly he wanted to meet with Rene Abbott's parents and 

that meeting hasn't taken place. But today he offered them his condolences.   Rene Abbott's 

family isn't speaking but they did give action news these pictures.  Friends say Rene's parents are 

having a difficult time dealing with her murder.  It also hasn't been easy for the father of murder 

defendant, Terry Pettis.   He's struggling to understand the seriousness of the charges his son is 

facing.   

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/27/04, LENGTH :22 SEC. ,LOCAL 

Kings county prosecutors are using DNA evidence to help solve an eighteen -year old murder 

mystery. In 1986 the body of Valeria Enriquez was found in her Hanford home. She had been 

raped and stabbed to death and authorities have charged Robert Watson with the crime. Watson is 

a convicted felon. A 1998 law allowed them to obtain a DNA sample that matched DNA found at 

the crime scene. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/29/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN. LOCAL 

Chief Dyer has put out the call to find a thousand volunteers to mentor at-risk youth. The buddy 

program is geared towards crime prevention and today the message arrived by special delivery. 

16-year old jasmine Wallace has seen too many of her peers make the wrong choices that led 

them to jail or juvenile hall. Jasmine says sometimes kids just need someone to talk to. Wallace is 

just one of the kids on the police department's buddy program waiting list. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/29/04, LENGTH :32 SEC. LOCAL 

The Fresno Police Department is considering putting a police substation at Roeding park.  

It's a move that could pay dividends for both the park and the Chaffee Zoo. Supporters believe it 

would crackdown on crime and encourage more families to visit both locations. An undercover 

sting operation a couple of years ago led to the arrest of several men. They were accused of 

performing lewd acts in the park bathroom. Neighbors have expressed concern about visiting 

Roeding park ever since. The Chaffee Zoo is hurting financially and increasing police presence in 

the area could help lure visitors back.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/30/04, LENGTH :25 SEC. LOCAL 

Fresno city leaders today rallied against a ballot measure that would increase gambling operations 

in California. Police Chief Jerry Dyer joined other city leaders in downtown Fresno to urge 

residents to vote "no" on proposition 68. The measure calls for Indian gaming tribes to give 25-

percent of their revenue to the state, or allow racetracks and card houses around the state to have 

slot machines. Local opponents say the initiative will in turn mean more crime.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 8/12/04, LENGTH 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 

The home sits empty in rural Madera. But inside a chilling reminder of the horror that happened 

here July 18th. Madera County Serif John Anderson showed the home to crews from America’s 

most wanted. Authorities say 34 year-old Patrick Joseph booth is one of two men wanted for 

holding a mother, a father and their 11-year old son hostage inside their home for 24 hours. They 



say booth was spotted in Stockton six days agg and believe booth is traveling with his wife, 

Heather, their two-year old daughter and one year old son. 

  

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/16/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

The coroner has released the name of the latest homicide victim in Fresno. Action News first 

reported, the body of 29 year old Joel Robles of Fresno was found in an apartment in southeast 

Fresno yesterday morning. Flowers have been left at the crime scene to remember the victim. 

Police say Robles had been stabbed several times and a 23-year-old man has been taken into 

custody, charged with the murder. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/18/04, LENGTH :24 SEC. LOCAL 

There's trouble brewing for the number-one ranked USC football team. At least one team member 

is accused of rape. Neither Los Angeles police nor the university would identify which player or 

players were involved.  The assault happened Monday morning and police would not elaborate on 

where the crime took place. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/18/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/19/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

Police say they're going high-tech like cities like Fremont and San Jose hitch use the Internet to 

allow citizens to report non-urgent crimes. Fresno police handle about 49-thousand police reports 

a year dealing with non-urgent crimes. These are crimes like vandalism, theft and harassing 

phone calls. They hope to drop that number down by 35% through this new "E-report" system. 

Now citizens can go to the city of Fresno website where there is a crime report link and where 

victims of crimes can go through a step-by-step process to fill out their own police report and get 

a case number in a matter of minutes. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/20/04, LENGTH 2:15 MIN., LOCAL 

Two Madera county detectives are actually in Reno, grilling booth about this crime.  He’s in jail 

there on one million dollars bail - facing nine different charges - stemming from 24 hours of 

alleged torture. Madera county detectives believe booth is the man behind July’s violent home 

invasion robbery.  They say he broke in to this home and terrorized the Baker family, severely 

beating the father and injecting his 11 year-old son with met amphetamine before the mother 

finally escaped. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/20/04, LENGTH 1:49 MIN., LOCAL 

Elizabeth Wesson wants some of her "personal belongings" returned. No one will say exactly 

what that may be ...but we are told the items aren't related to the alleged murders. Meanwhile, her 

husband's trial is now set to begin January 25th. A valley legal expert believes it's highly unlikely 

that's when the case will be heard.  Marcus Wesson will now have to wait until next year to get 

his day in court.  The 57 year old objected to the judge giving his attorneys more time to prepare.   

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 8/23/04, LENGTH :32 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/24/04, LENGTH :32 SEC., LOCAL 

The latest crime statistics show a marked increase in Fresno’s violent crime in the last year. 

Fresno police compared total violent crimes from January first through June 30th.  Last year, 

there were about 16-hundred incidents compared to 18-hundred this year. That's a 9- point-6 

percent increase. Homicide is up 120-percent. Police say increased gang activity as well as the 

Wesson family mass murders is partially to blame for such a large jump. Rape is up 45-point -3 

percent. Robbery up 6-point -1 percent and assault up 7-point -8 percent and property crimes, 

however, are down overall this year. 

 



ACTION NEWS 6PM, 8/24/04, LENGTH 1:44 MIN. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/25/04, LENGTH 1:44 MIN., LOCAL 

The e-mail he got is one of the latest online scams.  It's called "phishing." Consumer reports' 

computer editor Jeff Fox says phishing attacks are rising dramatically. We hear how the scam 

works - you receive a fraudulent e-mail, like this one, that looks like it's from a trusted financial 

institution or company you've dealt with before.  Often there's a link that takes you to a fake web 

site. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 9/02/04, LENGTH :27 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/03/04, LENGTH :27 SEC. LOCAL 

It's the ruling some Merced residents and law enforcement officials hoped for. A convicted bay 

area sex offender will not be allowed to move to Merced. Cary Verse will now be heading to 

contra Costa County. A judge has ruled verse must move there, because it's the county where he 

committed his crime. Merced residents and law enforcement fought hard to keep verse out of 

Merced. Last month, lawmakers passed a bill aimed at keeping sex offenders in their home 

counties 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 9/09/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

A Tulare County jury has ruled a suspect in that county's worst mass murder is fit to stand trial. 

Action News south bureau chief Subha Ravindhran explains what this decision means sighting 

34 year old timothy young showed no emotion  as the jury announced its verdict. It's been more 

than nine years since prosecutors say he and his brother Donald killed five people at Pato's place 

bar in Tulare. They say the brothers forced the patrons to bar floor and shot them in the head 

execution style. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/16/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

A former aide to Lieutenant Governor Cruz Bustamante has confessed to embezzling more than 

65-thousand dollars from the state. The Fresno Be reports this morning Michael Kolanui admitted 

in federal court that he used a state credit card, and forged state checks for personal expenses. 

Some of those included trips to Hawaii and a down payment for a sports car. He faces up to 20-

years in prison and a 500-thousand dollar fine. There is no evidence the Lieutenant Governor was 

involved in the crime. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/17/04, LENGTH :49 SEC. LOCAL 

A man convicted of the kidnap and rape of an elderly woman from Kingsburg will spend his life 

in prison. Rogelio Trejo was given 4 consecutive life sentences. His father refuses to believe his 

son could have committed such a crime. Trejo was captured when he took one of his victims to a 

bank, to get her to withdraw money. An Action News crew spotted him and alerted authorities. 

Detectives say Trejo had held the woman and her husband hostage in their home and robbed 

them. Trejo then repeatedly raped the woman and took her in her own car to Fresno. 

 

ACTION NEWS AML IVE, 9/21/04, LENGTH 2:14 MIN., LOCAL 

The Youth Crime Watch of America program is aimed at using students themselves to make their 

schools safer. Zsanae Klemm did everything she could not to have to go to school.  Moving from 

Los Angeles to Atlanta was hard enough, she says. But starting a new high school was terrifying.  

Zsanae is not alone. A study by the CDC shows, although violence has decreased. In high schools 

kids are more Fearful of going to school than ever before. Many point to the shootings at 

columbine and other copycat incidents as part of the fear. Along with bullying and fighting in 

schools.  

 

 



ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 9/22/04, LENGTH :27 SEC. LOCAL 

Millions of dollars will soon help backlogged state crime labs solve open cases. 

Fresno county sheriff Richard pierce says the money is good news. He says this is good for law 

enforcement, it's good for families and it's good for the system, it helps bring closure to these 

cases. California is one of several states receiving grants for DNA and forensic testing.  It's part 

of the president bush's five year, billion dollar federal DNA initiative. Eighteen labs across the 

state will split the grant. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/23/04, LENGTH :24 SEC. LOCAL 

Detectives say they had no other choice but to use a sting operation to try to curb crime at 

Fresno’s Roeding Park. The claim took center stage during yesterday's court hearing. Defense 

attorneys are trying to get charges dismissed against dozens of men caught in the sex sting almost 

two years ago. Detectives say they made numerous attempts to stop lewd acts from taking place 

in the park's restrooms but nothing worked. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/24/04, LENGTH :41 SEC. LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 9/24/04, LENGTH :41 SEC., LOCAL 

A Fresno woman is recovering this morning after a bizarre shooting in the Fig Garden loop area. 

About eight-30 last night a well-dressed man knocked on the door of a home in the six thousand 

block of North Knoll, saying he had papers for the man who lived there. When asked for 

identification, the suspect forced his way inside and began shooting. A 24-year old woman was 

hit several times. After a brief struggle with the victim's father, the suspect ran. Police officials 

say because the suspect went to such lengths to get into the home, its suggests the crime was not 

random. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/19/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN. LOCAL 

Segment #4: Fresno Police Chief’s Foundation: Hawaiian Nights: ABC-30 is a proud sponsor of 

this event “Hawaiian Nights”. We were joined by Lt. Patrick Farmer with the Fresno Police 

Department as he talked about the Fresno Police Chief’s Foundation’s Annual Dinner. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/26/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Marjaree Mason Center: Information and Services: This segment talked about the 

Marjaree Mason Center and their work to eliminate domestic violence.  

Segment #2: Top Ten Business & Professional Women of the Year Luncheon. This luncheon 

recognizes ten women whose accomplishments throughout the year and contributions they have 

made make them a candidate for Top Ten Business and Professional Women of the Year. 

Proceeds go the Marjaree Mason Center. 

 

OPRAH: 07/15/04, 4PM,  LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Atrocities Against Children: Children sold into prostitution by their parents. An 11 year old 

trained to kill other children. Then babies raped my men. Plus sex slaves in the suburbs. A special 

investigative report by Lisa Ling. 

 



OPRAH: 7/19/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

In Prison For Having Teenage Sex: He is black. She is white. He said it was consensual. She said 

it was rape. The honor student in prison for having teenage sex.  For the first time, his accuser 

breaks her silence. On location at a Georgia state prison.  

 

OPRAH: 7/20/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

O At Home: He said it was consensual. She said it was rape. He went to prison. Now breaking 

news as Marcus Dixon goes free. See his first interview as a free man. Then, come home to 

Oprah's house.  

 

OPRAH: 8/10/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

The Worst Day of Your Life: Four children dead because of an ex-husband’s murderous 

rampage. The, she left them alone for two minutes and her children where burned alive in the car. 

How can a mother life with that? A warning for all parents. 

 

OPRAH: 8/20/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Kidnapped & Held Captive: For 15 years on a quiet suburban street, one millionaire hid a 

dungeon of terror. Two women abducted and held captive. We hear their chilling story. 

 

OPRAH: 9/13/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Exclusive: Lori Hacking's Mom Comes Forward. It is the story gripping the nation... a young 

woman disappears and then her husband is caught in a web of lies.  The mystery unravels as Lori 

Hacking's mother comes forward for the first time. 

 

OPRAH: 9/24/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Children Held Hostage: One mothers children held hostage inside Russian school massacre. This 

father was a terrorist wanted for killing Americans. How his own son risked his life to turn him 

in. Children held hostage on today’s Oprah. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 8/29/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #2: Latino Business Safety Tips: Female travelers shouldn’t let their guard down once 

they check into a hotel. Travel experts caution women to register with their initial instead of their 

first name and to request a room above the ground floor. Don’t be embarrassed about asking for 

an escort to parking decks and try to be the last person on the elevator to select a floor number.  

 

HEALTH 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: DANGEROUS DIETS 

Sunday, August 22
nd

 at 6:30PM, :30 Min., Local 

Sunday, August 29
th
 at 10:30AM,:30, Min., Local 

This half-hour special examines a problem that is reaching epidemic proportions. Children who 

are overweight or obese and dealing with the health, social and emotional issues that come with 

this condition. An alarming number of children in the valley are being diagnosed wit type 2 

diabetes and a relatively new condition called NASH. 

See what’s being blamed for the rise in obesity rates among kids. We showed viewers what valley 

health care providers, nutritionists and schools are doing to help kids make better food choices. 

We saw how some kids are losing weight and keeping it off. Plus was lawmakers are doing to 

address this major health problems. 

 

 

 



CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF CENTRAL CA: THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD 

7/25/04 at 11AM, 1 Hour, Local 

8/22/04 at 4PM, 1 Hour , Local 

Through The Eyes of A Child took a look at what children see as they enter Children’s Hospital a 

the Madera County facility. The special gave a better understanding of the compassion and 

commitment that’s found there everyday. It showed how doctors are treating some of the rarest 

conditions in the country and some of the most dangerous disorders, plus how the lives of two 

brothers have forever changed because of the services there. Viewers saw the transformation of a 

pint-sized Picasso battling one of the deadliest forms of leukemia and how to take action to help 

save the Valley’s youngest patients. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/27/04, LENGTH 1:30 MIN., LOCAL 

For democrats, Schwarzenegger backed away from deep cuts to health and welfare programs by 

using billions in loans and a one-time savings to close the estimated 17 billion dollar budget 

shortfall. The budget includes no new taxes and may bring future savings through changes in the 

way the state does business. Democrats managed to get schwarzenegger to back away from deep 

cuts to health and welfare programs by using billions of dollars in loans and a one-time savings to 

close a spending gap estimated in January at 17-billion-dollars.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/27/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

A popular south-valley television news anchor has now tested positive for the West Nile virus. 

As Action news first reported, Don Clark tested positive for the disease in a preliminary test. 

Clark said he received his final test results and he does indeed have West Nile. Clark says he is 

half way through the incubation process and so far, has shown no symptoms. Last week, the 

Fresno county health department announced a 52-year-old man tested positive for west Nile. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/27/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/28/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

More than half a million dollars is on it's way to Fresno to help the city with the thousands of 

Hmong refugees moving to the area. The federal grant money totals more than 550 thousand 

dollars. It will be distributed to four Fresno based organizations that work to provide food, 

housing, employment, and job training for refugees. The federal department of Health and Human 

Services is providing the funds. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/28/04, LENGTH :37 SEC., LOCAL 

Four Fresno organizations are getting some much-needed federal grant money to help the 

thousands of Hmong refugees moving to the valley. The Fresno county economic opportunity 

commission and catholic charities are slated to receive two hundred thousand dollars. Fresno's 

center for new American’s will also receive nearly two hundred thousand dollars and 157 

thousand dollars will go to the Lao family community center, totaling more than a half a million 

dollars in aid coming to the valley. 

  

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/28/04, LENGTH :20 SEC., LOCAL 

With support from both parties, the state assembly tonight approved a 105 billion-dollar spending 

plan for next year. While the proposal protects most key programs including education, public 

health and local government services it also relies on billions in borrowing and one-time savings 

that may increase the state's spending deficit.  

 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/28/04, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

Dr. Pete Mehas , of the Fresno county office of education, will step in, bringing with him a fiscal 

crisis management team from the state.  The team will closely examine problem areas in the 

budget, such as the skyrocketing cost of employees' health care and benefits. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/30/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

A horse and a bird have tested positive in the valley for the West Nile virus. 

The virus is spreading farther north and a dead bird has been found in Contra Costa county in 

northern California. That means the virus has been found in twenty-one counties in the state. 

The Fresno county health department says two people in the county have the virus and a 

Bakersfield news anchor tested positive. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/30/04, LENGTH 3:45 MIN., LOCAL 

Dr. Charles Sims is the founder of the California Cryobank in Santa Monica California. It is one 

of the leading cord blood banks.  He concedes the chances a family will need to use the stem cells 

are remote and the range of available estimates is 1 in 1000 to 1 in 200,000.  It's one reason the 

American academy of pediatrics calls private storage of cord blood unwise, but Dr. Sims says 

banking cord blood is a type of insurance and there will uses down the road those doctors and 

health professionals don't even know about. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/23/04, LENGTH 1:34 MIN., LOCAL 

Tom Denhart has prostate cancer. For nine years, he received shots to suppress the male hormone 

testosterone and keep the cancer from growing. But those shots had side effects including fatigue 

and memory loss. But then a new therapy estrogen patches changed all that. In a small study, the 

patches controlled the cancer, improved memory and more. The patches also have side effects 

including breast enlargement and weight gain, but tom says the trade-offs were worth it. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/24/04, LENGTH 2:02 MIN., LOCAL 

Broken bones and itchy casts are pretty much a rite of passage for active kids. But now, the 

inconvenience of casts is a thing of the past when it comes to healing one type of break.  Two 

years ago, Shannon Kane broke her thighbone in a car accident. Like most kids, she recovered. 

But unlike most kids, she never had a cast. Instead, Shannon was treated with elastic titanium 

nails. Doctor John Flynn says the children with body casts returned to school after about three 

months.  For children with the new approach, it took less than two months. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/24/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

Two additional cases of the west Nile virus have been found in the valley. The Merced county 

health department says an adult man has tested positive and they believe he probably got the virus 

here in the valley. Fresno County says a 51-year-old man tested positive after donating blood last 

month. The west Nile virus has been found in 48 of the state's 58 counties. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/25/04, LENGTH :30 SEC. LOCAL 

A second human case of the west Nile virus is confirmed in the north valley. The Merced county 

health department says the man lives in the city of Merced. The health department believes he 

probably got the virus here in the valley because he hasn't traveled outside of the area. The man 

wasn't hospitalized, and is expected to make a complete recovery Fresno county is also reporting 

a third case of west Nile. A man donating blood was found to be positive during routine testing 

and he doesn't have any symptoms. 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/26/04, LENGTH :40 SEC. LOCAL 

The "RX Express" roared into Vancouver British Columbia loaded with senior citizens 

highlighting the high cost of prescription drugs in the United States.  As we reported on am live 

the elderly activists started their train trip in San Diego, picking up other seniors at stops along 

the west coast. The "RX express," was paid for and arranged by a taxpayers' group. The group 

wants the government to be allowed to negotiate a national bulk-purchasing program for 

pharmaceuticals to reduce their cost to Medicare patients and others.  

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 8/26/04, LENGTH :25 SEC. LOCAL 

The financial outlook is grim for a growing number of Americans. The census bureau reports, the 

number of people living in poverty grew to one-point-three million last year. The number of 

Americans who don't have health insurance also increased. That stands at one-point-four million. 

It was the third straight annual increase for both categories. While not unexpected, it was a double 

dose of bad economic news during a tight re-election campaign for president bush. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/28/04, LENGTH 2:20 MIN., LOCAL 

The Census Bureau report the number of Americans living in poverty is on the rise and so is the 

number of uninsured.  Northridge Hospital Medical Center in the Los Angeles area is scheduled  

To close by the end of the year and one reason for such a loses is that half a million dollars a 

month taking care of people who don't have health insurance.  

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/27/04, LENGTH :30 SEC. LOCAL 

The Chiron Corporation says it has found contamination in one of its batches and as a precaution 

its delaying shipping any of its flu vaccine. The company supplies 50-million shots. That's about 

half the supply the CDC wanted to have available this year. The flu kills about 36-thousand 

people each year and health officials are always encouraging those at-risk to get immunized early 

in the flu season. But at this point CDC is not expecting a major delay for people wanting a shot. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/27/04, LENGTH 1:34 MIN. , LOCAL 

Richard Chartoff was diagnosed with heart disease one year ago. It was actually chest pain called 

Angina , and recovery was not easy. He's nearly back to normal, and it may have something to do 

with this Richard is part of a nationwide study to see if the therapy can clear blocked arteries.  

It's normally used to treat toxicity. It's also been used to treat coronary artery disease but without 

substantial medical evidence. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/30/04, LENGTH 1:53 MIN., LOCAL 

There are more than eighty-five thousand people waiting for organ transplants in the United 

States.  Bumper stickers and t-shirts can educate the public about the need, but there's a bigger 

event.  For Harvel Douglas, every step here represents another beat of his heart.  Just a year and a 

half ago, Harvel was told he would die without a heart transplant. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/30/04, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

You could be eating too much salt and not even know it. Experts say the average American 

probably takes in too much of the spice and it could be doing more than just raising your blood 

pressure. Whether you use a pinch or pour it on, dietitian Nancy Anderson says you're probably 

eating too much salt. The average American probably consumes around 4,000 to 5,000 

milligrams a day, but, for healthy adults, the American heart association recommends no more 

than twenty-four hundred milligrams of sodium a day. 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/30/04, LENGTH 2:11 MIN., LOCAL 

Sister Ruth Nickerson has followed this project from concept to reality. Many of you have 

noticed the changing face of St. Agnes hospital over the past few years. Construction will finally 

be complete late this fall. It’s easy to see who is behind the blueprint for success at St. Agnes. The 

hospital's massive expansion serves as Sister Ruth Nickerson's legacy. For twenty years sister 

Ruth, president and CEO, has served not only St. Agnes but also the entire community.  

Nickerson's mission has always included the call for better medical treatment for all especially for 

those less fortunate. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 9/21/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

Doctors say many heroine or meth addicts today will dig thru the garbage of diabetics to find a 

used needle. But the new law will allow addicts to buy syringes at pharmacies like this one but it 

presents an interesting decision for leaders in Fresno, an area known for conservative politics and 

a big needle problem if the numbers on injection drug use are accurate. Then more than 17 out of 

every thousand people in Fresno are sticking needles in themselves to get high on some kind of 

drug. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/22/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

A nationwide herpes vaccine trial for women opened in San Francisco. Researchers expect to 

enroll more than 75-hundred women. Earlier trials found the vaccine prevented genital herpes in 

75-percent of women but not men. Vanessa Quesada hopes this shot will prevent her from ever 

getting herpes. Quesada is part of a nationwide study to prove that a vaccine can prevent the 

spread of herpes. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/22/04, LENGTH :18 SEC. LOCAL 

Fresno Mayor Alan Autry is also against this law. The state department of health estimates that 

one thousand Californians are infected with HIV every year from dirty needles. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 9/22/04, LENGTH :29 SEC. LOCAL 

The state attorney general charges doctor park ordered dental assistants to cement crowns, a job 

only licensed dentists should do. The lawsuit also says park performed unnecessary dental 

surgeries...committed health benefits fraud and even endangered the health of an elderly patient. 

 

 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/22/04, LENGTH :23 SEC., LOCAL 

According to a state education program, teen birth rates have fallen 40-percent in the last ten 

years. The reason. Low or no-cost health services, and "structured" after-school programs. 

the program's director says with a growing teen population and program funding concerns, 

pregnancies could increase by as much as 23-percent in the next four years. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/23/04, LENGTH :26 SEC. LOCAL 

The cost of health insurance is causing problems even for people who have decent coverage. 

 A new study shows low-income workers with chronic medical conditions, like asthma or 

diabetes, find their insurance coverage leaves them in a financial bind. The center for health 

system change says between 2001 and 2003 the number of low-income workers who spent more 

than five percent of their income on out-of-pocket medical costs soared 48 percent.  The average 

out-of-pocket expense is two percent. 



 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/24/04, LENGTH 1:43 SEC. LOCAL 

While parents and caregivers are doing a good job of properly restraining infants and toddlers in 

cars - children ages four to eight are not being kept as safe. Children 4 to 8 years old are at risk of 

life threatening injuries and being ejected from a vehicle if involved in a crash because they're not 

riding in the right seat. That's the conclusion of a new safety study. The survey by the national 

highway traffic safety administration  found only 21 percent of children age four to eight ride in a 

booster seat. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/25/04, LENGTH :30 SEC. LOCAL 

If you have a green thumb, head to north Fresno. The California native plant society is holding a 

plant sale at the vineyard farmer's market from 8 until noon. Get your tickets to the Hiroshima 

concert. The group performs at Fresno's Chinatown in front of fire station number three. 

 Attend the Oakhurst health fair from ten until three and you can get free child immunizations, 

dental screenings and fingerprinting. For more information on these and other community events, 

log onto our website at abc30-dot-com. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/27/04, LENGTH 1:40 SEC., LOCAL 

California is something of a trendsetter when it comes to regulating fuel standards and emissions 

in vehicles. The changes here tend to make their way eastward and now, California wants tough 

new rules to cut pollution from cars and other states are watching closely. From the people here in 

California who brought you the emission control Standards and the catalytic converters of the 

seventies, now comes the first emission standards to control the gas house gases that some people  

Believe contribute to global warming. Now if the new rules become law, automakers will have to 

make cars that will reduce the carbon dioxide emissions by thirty percent over the next  

Twelve years. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 9/27/04, LENGTH 1:53 MIN., LOCAL 

High school senior Sarah Ohr has been busy; narrowing down college choices and writing 

applications she's excited but also a little worried. According to a new survey by the American 

college health association  40 percent of students reported feeling quote  'so depressed it was 

difficult to function' at least once during the year. He says it starts as stress. Making new friends, 

the demands of college work, being on their own for the first time in their lives. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/01/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1& 3: Central California Blood Center: 17
th
 Annual Pint for Pint Blood Drive: Today’s 

program talked about the 17
th
 annual Pint for Pint Blood Drive. Summer time brings summer fun, 

summer sports and the Central California Blood Center, the need for at least 250 pints of blood 

daily to meet the needs of our community. We were joined by Dean Eller, President and CEO of 

the Blood Center as he talks about the blood drive and where and when you can donate.  

Segment #2: Children’s Hospital of Central California: Parkers follow-up Story. Paker has been 

battling an aggressive form of Leukemia. We were shown little guys’ story and how the blood 

center helped him as he is in and out of Children’s Hospital for spinal taps, blood counts and 

Chemo.  

Segment 4: Connect With Kids: 

Soda Linked to Diabetes: Type 2 diabetes was once a disease reserved only for adults but a 

growing number of children are being diagnosed with the illness. Could soda be a part of the 

problem? 

War Kids: There is over a million kids whose mom or dad wears a military uniform. With the 

long, and possibly dangerous, tours of duty some soldiers face, it can also be a difficult time for 

their children at home. 



Scooter Injuries: It’s an injury that was nearly unheard of a few years ago, but now emergency 

rooms across the country are seeing more and more kids hurt riding a strip of metal on two tiny 

wheels. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/08/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL  

Segment #3: UCP of Central California: Sing: UCP of Central California is celebrating their 50
th
 

anniversary and they are doing so in a very musical way. Joining Valley Focus is Laurie Alver, 

Executive Director of UCP of Central California as she talks about their anniversary special and 

how you can attend their benefit “Sing”. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS: 08/15/04, 10:30AM., LENGTH :30 MIN.,LOCAL 

Segment #3:  Children’s Hospital Central California: Metabolic Disorders: Imagine going from 

Doctor to doctor, wondering what is wrong with your child? If often happens when kids have 

metabolic disorders. Now doctors here are giving parents the answers they need.  

Segment #4: Connect With Kids: 

Self-Segregation: Many white teenagers listen to rap, some Hispanic teens are into country and 

it’s not that hard to find an African-American teen that loves heavy metal. It seems today’s young 

generation is crossing cultural lines more than ever before. And yet, look at a teen’s circle of 

friends, and it’s often of the same race. 

Gangs: Gang-related homicides have jumped 50% since 1999, and experts say some of the 

biggest growth in gang activity is outside of the big cities. 

Should Smoking be R-Rated?: Research shows a link between smoking on film and the onset of 

teenage smoking. Now, one national group is calling for movies, whose characters light up to be 

rated “R”. Will that deter kids? 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/22/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Make-A-Wish Foundation: Field of Wishes: Joined by Alicia Hood, Executive 

Director of the Make-A-Wish Foundation as she tells us how we can share the power of a wish. 

Their mission, to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich 

the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  

Segment #2: Here to join us was Lt. Patrick Farmer from the Fresno Police Department here to 

talk about their field of wishes event at the Grizzly Stadium. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/22/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN. LOCAL 

Teens and Steroids: Kids seem to be getting the message that using drugs isn’t a good idea. 

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the use of most illegal drugs is steady or on 

the decline.  

Online Physical Education: Ask any high school kids if they like phys Ed class and changes are a 

lot of them will say “no!” Now, thanks to technology, kids have phys Ed options they’ve never 

had before. 

 

VALLY FOCUS, 09/19/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #3: American Lung Association: A Breath of Fresh Air, Art and Ambience: The 

American Lung Association joins us today to talk about what they are up to in their battle for 

clean air and for a very special event “A Breath of Fresh Air, Art and Ambience”, This non profit 

event will hold a beverage tasting, fashion show and silent and live Actions. 

 



 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/26/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Marjaree Mason Center: Information and Services: This segment talked about the 

Marjaree Mason Center and their work to eliminate domestic violence.  

Segment #2: Top Ten Business & Professional Women of the Year Luncheon. This luncheon 

recognizes ten women whose accomplishments throughout the year and contributions they have 

made make them a candidate for Top Ten Business and Professional Women of the Year. 

Proceeds go the Marjaree Mason Center.  

 

MEDICAL BREAKTHROUGHS: PRESENTED BY HEALTHCENTRAL #4: 

8/22/04, 11:30AM, :30 Min., Syndication 

In the quarterly health newsmagazine, Dr. Dean Edell hosts a look at new treatments for 

Psoriasis, the latest innovations to keep mind and body young after age 50, research into the many 

medical benefits of soy and animals who are providing medical science with new ways to treat 

and detect disease. 

 

OPRAH:  07/06/04, 4PM,  LENGTH 1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Moms Who Drink Too Much: A bold experiment as cameras record a girl’s night out. What being 

drunk really looks like. Then a desperate video diary as we watch a mom spinning out of control.  

 

OPRAH: 07/08/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Outrageous Medical Mistakes: The statistic are startling. Lab errors, prescription mix-ups, lives 

ruined by doctors’ mistakes. Oprah talks to a man who lost the one thing no man want to live 

without. And a women tells how she endured chemo, a hysterectomy and she didn’t even have 

cancer. How can prevent this from happening to you? Find out how a second opinion can save 

your life. What you need to know before you go to the hospital. 

 

OPRAH: 07/13/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Maria Shriver & Leeza Gibbons: Children of Alzheimer’s: Maria Shriver’s personal family 

struggle. Leeza Gibbons and her heartbreaking story. Plus, he is only 39 and his family and life 

are slipping away. Millions of families suffering everyday. Children of Alzheimer on today’s 

Oprah. 

 

OPRAH: 07/16/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Wynonna Judd: Fighting For Her Life: The hidden pain as Wynonna Judd goes public for the first 

time. Her desperate battle with weight and candid video diary.  

 

OPRAH: 8/02/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:000 HR, SYNDICATION 

Lionel Ritchie and Daughter Nicole on Fame, Drugs  Divorce: Lionel Ritchie and his daughter 

Nicole, their first interview together. Her addition to heroin and his infidelity and divorce.  

 

OPRAH: 8/11/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Inside Detox: She confessed to drug addiction on our show. Now cameras follow this mom 

through rehab. Inside detox and what really happens. 

 

OPRAH: 8/17/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Wynonna, Ashley & Naomi Judd: A Follow-up: Wynonna Judd’s desperate battle with weight 

continues. Now the whole family is here as they talk about their health. 

 



OPRAH: 9/01/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Inside the Human Body: Brace yourself as we go inside the human body. See what 5 pounds of 

human fat looks like and start to live longer now. 

 

OPRAH: 9/08/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Look Younger! Live Longer! Want to look younger and live longer? One woman is trying out the 

new Botox in our studio.  Celebrities swear by her high-tech facials. Take years off your looks 

without surgery. The latest age-defying breakthroughs! Today's Oprah. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 7/25/04 & 9/12/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Special Report: Latino’s and HIV: It’s a subject not too many Latin’s talk about and the silence is 

killing them. While Hispanics account for 14-percent of the U.S.  Population, they account for 18 

percent of all AIDS cases in the nation. 

In Studio Interview: Carlos Vegas-Matos: Deputy Executive Director of Programs AIDS Alliance 

for children and Youth and Families: Among the issues Carlos Vegas-Matos sees impacting the 

Latino community: “Men on the Down Low” a term which referees to men who identify 

themselves as heterosexual yet who also have sexual relations with other men. The AIDS 

Alliance for Children Youth and Families offers both prevention services as well as programs for 

those already afflicted with HIV. 

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 08/01/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment: 4: In Studio Interview: Jane Delgado, PHD National Alliance for Hispanic Health: The 

mandate is simple: Help Hispanics stay healthy. Since good health habits start early the National 

Alliance encourages youth programs. Jane encourages student theater programs, which put teens 

in the role of informing other teens about issues like AIDS and Smoking.  

 

HISPANICS TODAY, 8/15/04, 5:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Special Report: Obesity-One Family’s Food Fight: Vivan Cook sees her three kids getting 

overweight and doesn’t want them to suffer the same fate as other Hispanics. Almost 75 percent 

of the Latino population is overweight, putting them at risk of diabetes, heart disease and low 

self-esteem. 

 

EDUCATION 

 

VIVA EL MARIACHI FESTIVAL! 

Saturday, July 3
rd

 at 7PM, 1 hour, Local 

Sunday, August 29 at 1:30PM, 1 hour, Local 

It’s an hour of entertainment at Selland Arena you won’t forget. A concert with the biggest names 

in Mariachi Music, including the legendary Mariachi Vargas. Learn why the group of brothers 

that’s taking Charro Roping to a whole new level and the band that had the crowd on its feet. 

Also see who teamed up with Radio Bilingual to pass on the secrets of the Mariachi to the next 

generation of musicians. 

 

ACTION NEWS AT 6PM, 7/16/04, LENGTH :18 SEC. LOCAL 

Democrats say the governor slowed budget negotiations today by campaigning for his plan in 

southern California. They want the governor to include more spending for higher education and 

health and human service programs. Republicans say the democrats' budget spends money the 

state doesn't have. They claim democrats are pushing their spending plan as a political ploy.  

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/16/04, LENGTH :30 SEC. LOCAL 

Latino voters in Hanford have filed a lawsuit against the Kings County board of education, over 

voting rights. The suit claims the Hanford Joint Union High School District's decision to hold at-

large elections for its board of trustees, prevents Latino residents from electing the candidates of 

their choice. That board has not had a Latino trustee in 20 years, although over one-third of the 

population in the district is Latino. At-large elections allow a whole city to vote, instead of district 

voting, in which only those in the affected area vote. 

  

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/22/04, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

The former Bakersfield TV news anchor that possibly became the valley's first west Nile victim 

talked about the disease today. A sample of don Clark’s blood tested positive for west Nile virus 

in a preliminary test. He joined State Senator Dean Flores today in asking governor 

Schwarzenegger not to cut funding to mosquito abatement programs. Clark's final lab results 

could return as early as tomorrow. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/23/04, LENGTH 2:14 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/23/04, LENGTH 2:14 SEC., LOCAL 

Members of the Mayor's education task force were the first to sign the community contract with 

kids. Those who helped draft this community call to action agree. Among them, a former NFL 

player, businessman and west Fresno coach. The contract defines new ways to judge students, 

teachers and management and under it, the pay of district wide management would be based on 

achievement of specific performance criteria. The contract calls for establishing standards by 

which teacher performance can be tied to student achievement. Joe Tobin, a 4th grade teacher for 

FUSD says that's unfair in a district with a widely diverse student population. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/26/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

The Kerry-Edwards theme for the day is their plan for America. Delegates will hear lots about 

health care, education and energy independence. In prime time, three democratic superstars will 

take to the podium to try to sell John Kerry to the American public. Former Vice President Al 

Gore, Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton and former President Bill Clinton will try to tell America 

why they're supporting John Kerry, and why they think he has the right vision for the country.  

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 7/27/04, LENGTH :12 SEC. LOCAL 

Some good news for higher education in the valley. It looks like the budget will include the 

twenty million dollars for UC Merced. UC Merced will begin accepting applications for fall 20-

05 in November of this year. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 7/27/04, LENGTH 1:59 MIN., LOCAL 

Councilman, Brad Castillo's proposal for the city to fund music programs for Fresno schools is by 

all accounts dead. The action council members took today made it clear they don't believe it’s the 

cities job to fund the school program. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 7/27/04, LENGTH :41 SEC., LOCAL 

Vice president Dick Cheney made a campaign stop in Bakersfield, to drum up support for valley 

senator Roy Ashburn, who's running for congress. The vice president also spoke on a number of 

subjects, from education to the war on terror. State lawmakers are expected to approve a budget 

compromise later this week and two-thirds majority is needed. The 103-billion dollar budget 

comes after a 26-day standoff, and comes after several days of long negotiations including 

Governor Schwarzenegger and senior lawmakers. 

  



ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/28/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

District officials say they are calling on the Fresno county office of education as well as a state 

fiscal crisis team as a last resort. They say they are too far in debt to get out of this cycle of 

layoffs and cuts alone. The Fresno unified school district says it has to face the music. Despite 

recent cuts to programs like elementary music and school libraries. The budget problem has 

become just too big for the district to handle. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/29/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

The state assembly has approved a 105 billion-dollar spending plan for next year.  The proposal 

protects most key programs--including education, public health and local government services. 

But it also relies on billions in borrowing and one-time savings that may increase the state's 

spending deficit. The budget now goes to the senate, which is expected to approve it later today. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 7/29/04, LENGTH 2:15 MIN., LOCAL 

School Interim Superintendent Walt Buster says there is no single cause or no single group to 

blame for the districts money crisis. But it is clear where many believe the solution lies. 

Going back almost four years, there is the warning coming from Fresno County Schools Chief, 

Pete Mehas who says this district cannot afford the nearly 11 per cent pay raise it promised its 

employees. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/31/04, LENGTH :17 SEC., LOCAL 

Sandra Silva plans to continue her education at Reedley College and hopes to become a nurse. 

The education program is run by jobs for progress and funded by the federal department of 

education. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/06/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

It comes down to simple economics. Business leaders say Fresno unified can no longer afford to 

turn out students who perform below grade average. This week they gathered at Fresno state, 

business leaders getting the chance to see how the universities leadership institute is working to 

make valley schools better. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/06/04, LENGTH 2L:15 MIN., LOCAL 

Today Fresno mayor Alan Autry public ally endorsed his three candidates for the troubled Fresno 

unified school board among them, his own education liaison, John Madrid. 

The announcement happened here in front of city hall. There are questions over a conflict of 

interest. Debate over whether mayor Autry’s press conference itself may have violated city 

campaign law.  Candidate press conference was announced in a fax from the city of Fresno at the 

mayor's request 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 8/08/04, LENGTH 1:39 MIN., LOCAL 
Kids across the valley are getting ready for the start of another school year. 

 In Hanford the annual back to school health extravaganza is kicking things off. 

Free immunizations and physicals are the big draw.  The fair also provides dental screening, 

nutrition, and health information 

 

ACTION NEWS IS LIVE, 8/09/04, LENGTH 1:47 MIN., LOCAL 

When it comes to how well your child does in school, a good teacher can make all the difference. 

Lots of teachers are in summer school, to get better at what they do. What exactly makes a 

teacher "good"? Karen Luree  tells us what education researchers have found out recently.  

 



ACTION NEWS 11PM, 8/10/04, LENGTH :28 SEC., LOCAL 

Two Fresno County Republicans are at odds over what one is calling a conflict of interest when it 

comes to school board candidates. Fresno county schools superintendent Pete Mehas says he has 

doubts about Mayor Alan Autry's "contract for kids” and the school board candidates who have 

signed it. Autry found 3 of them willing to sign the contract for kids, which would gain his 

endorsement.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 8/12/04, LENGTH :14 SEC., LOCAL 

It's a growing problem at nearly every elementary school, and it can have a devastating effect on 

a child's education. Action news school watch reporter Juanita Stevenson joins us with what 

Fresno unified is doing to protect the most vulnerable students from bullies. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/16/04, LENGTH 2:10 SEC., LOCAL 

Many students are "not" happy about the big fee increases and some blame governor Arnold 

Schwarzenegger by name. Roll open but the fact is if students want financial help, the 

government will pay for those escalating fees even after classes start and as the lines to pay city 

college fees snake thru the halls, some students feel strangled by the new price per course unit. 

California community college fees have indeed gone up 140-percent in just over a year. But at 

26-dollars a unit, community college fees in California are still the lowest in the nation. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 07/11/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Fresno Metropolitan Museum: Anderson Graphic Collection & The Beauty of 

Phenomena:  Curated by the Met’s own Susanneh Bieber: Variations on a Theme examines a 

crucial artistic development of the 1960’s and 70’s. The Beauty of Phenomena examines the 

intersecting worlds of arts and science through an exhibition created by the National Academy of 

science.  

Part 2: Bubble Fest: This one day family event will explore the science of bubbles through a 

variety of hands on interactive activities. Kids can learn about color, gases, molucules, structure 

and shapes. Volunteers from local high school science clubs will be on hand to help. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 07/11/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #2: CSU Summer Arts: Summer Arts Performances and Classes: Summer Arts attracts 

more than 500 students and 120 guests artists every year and offer academic credit plus a 

performance festival in the visual, performing, and literary arts. Students work with world-

renowned master teachers and guest artists to create new works and explore innovative 

techniques in arts pedagogy, performance and exhibition. 

Segment #3: Central California Children’s Choir: Calchoir Auditions: The California Children’s 

choir is holding auditions in August. Pamela Atkins, executive director for the choir explains how 

the children chosen to join this unique musical group receive training in vocal technique and 

music theory. 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids:  

College Wait List: One dean of college admissions department calls it summer frenzy as 

thousands of high school grads wait by the phone or letters to arrive. They are on waiting lists to 

get into college. This segment addresses the question of ways to get off the list and get admitted. 

Family Weight Loss: About a half of American teens are overweight and an eight are obese, 

according to the CDC. But often parents aren’t setting a good example. 

Real Violence Pacifies Kids: Researchers have long claimed that make-believe violence in 

movies, TV and video games glorifies violence and causes kids to become insensitive to it. But 

doctors at John Hopkins University wondered what would happen if kids saw real life violence. 

 



VALLEY FOCUS, 08/08/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: San Joaquin River Parkway: Hidden Homes Nature Trail: Last September, the River 

Center opened. Dozens of outdoor enthusiast made their way out to the San Joaquin River 

Parkway’s Open House. River Parkway organizers want to promote conservation through 

exploration.  We were joined by Barb Ruiz, river education program manager as she talked about 

the different activities available at the Parkway. 

Segment #2: San Joaquin River Parkway: Guided Canoe Rides: Activities include guided nature 

walks, canoe trips and bald eagle tours. River Parkway works to increase public. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/08/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN. LOCAL 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids:  

Delaying College: From the moment students start high school, the frenzied, non-stop trek to 

college begins. But these days, more and more universities are encouraging high school grads to 

take some time off. 

Insomnia: Most all adults experience insomnia at some point in their lives. Is the same true for 

children? Here’s a look at the causes of childhood insomnia and how to treat it. 

What is HPV: While the teen pregnancy rate continues to decline, sexually transmitted diseases 

are steadily rising. According to new research from the University of North Carolina, nearly half 

of all new STD cases are among teenagers and young adults. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/22/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN. LOCAL 

Segment #3: Ag One Foundation/California Women of Agriculture: Ag Booster Barbecue: The 

27
th
 annual Ag Boosters barbeque will be held on September 12

th
 at the beautiful Coombs 

Riverbed Ranch in Madera. This event benefits the Ag One Foundation and the California 

Women for Agriculture.This fundraiser as played an important role in Ag One’s ability to support 

students and programs in the College of Agriculture Science and Technology at Fresno State. 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids: 

Political Teens: In the violence and terror we see almost daily in the war in Iraq, there is one 

small piece of good news; pollisters report an increased interest in this year’s presidential 

election, including those who traditionally are the most apathetic young people. 

Teens and Steroids: Kids seem to be getting the message that using drugs isn’t a good idea. 

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the use of most illegal drugs is steady or on 

the decline.  

Online Physical Education: Ask any high school kids if they like phys Ed class and changes are a 

lot of them will say “no!” Now, thanks to technology, kids have phys Ed options they’ve never 

had before. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/05/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: The Kenneth L. Maddy Institute: CSUF: Rose Ann Vuich Ehtical Leadership 

Wards. Each year, the Maddy Institute hosts a luncheon in honoring the winner of the rose Ann 

Vuich Ethical Leadership award and the Excellence in Public Service Award. The winner for this 

year’s award went to Congressman Cal Dooley. 

Segment #2: The Kenneth L. Maddy Institute: CSUF: Excellence in Public Service Award. The 

Excellence in Public Service Award goes to Carol Whiteside, the Executive Director of the Great 

Valley Center.  

Segment #3: Fresno Pacific University: Business Forum: Leading at a Higher Level. Fresno 

Pacific University has just received some great news. U.S. News and World report listed Fresno 

Pacific University in the Top Quarter of its category, in the magazine’s annual college ranking in 

its August publication. They join the show to tell about their upcoming business forum featuring 

leadership legend Ken Blanchard. 



Segment #4: Fresno County Office of Education/PG&E: Supporting The Power of A Good 

Education: College Night. The Fresno area college night continues to be one of the most well 

attended fairs in the state welcoming over 4,000 students and putting them in touch with over 100 

college representatives and hosting a variety of informative breakout sessions. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/12/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1, #2 & #3: Fresno Historical Society: The Civil War Revisited: We are joined by Jill 

Moffett as she recounts the enactment and the nearly 1500 people who became part of history for 

the Civil War Revisited. Even Abraham Lincoln made an appearance. Thousands of spectators 

watched what happened on that day back in 1863. The re-enacted at Kearny Park in Fresno is 

billed as the largest in the US. ABC30 is a proud sponsor of the event. 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids: 

School Uniforms: As millions of students gear up for the start of a new school year, a 

controversial question arises once more; should they be in uniform? New research show what a 

child wears could have an impact on learning behavior. 

Teen Magazine: Across America 11,12 and 13 years-olds are keeping tabs on their favorite 

celebrities, fashion trends and music news by reading teen magazine, but parents may be 

surprising at how grown-up those teen magazines have become. 

Sportsmanship: Three hours of practice and a 30 second talk on sportsmanship, experts say too 

many kids are getting the message that winning is all that matters and how you play the game. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/26/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL  

Segment #4: Connect With Kids:  

Healthy School: School has just begun, but one report car is already in: for the fourth year in a 

row, the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine is giving poor marks to what school 

kids are eating for lunch.  

Homes STD Kit: Every year in America, there are nearly 15 million new causes of sexually 

transmitted diseases about two thirds of them in people under the age of 25. 

Model Reading: If you believe kids learn by example, then it should be no surprise that U.S. 

teenagers rank 13
th
 in the world in reading literacy. After all, last year 90 million American adults 

didn’t read a book themselves. 

 

YOUTH 

 

CHILDREN FIRST: DANGEROUS DIETS 

Sunday, August 22
nd

 at 6:30PM, :30 Min., Local 

Sunday, August 29
th

 at 10:30AM,:30, Min., Local 

This half-hour special examines a problem that is reaching epidemic proportions. Children who 

are overweight or obese and dealing with the health, social and emotional issues that come with 

this condition. An alarming number of children in the valley are being diagnosed wit type 2 

diabetes and a relatively new condition called NASH. 

See what’s being blamed for the rise in obesity rates among kids. We showed viewers what valley 

health care providers, nutritionists and schools are doing to help kids make better food choices. 

We saw how some kids are losing weight and keeping it off. Plus was lawmakers are doing to 

address this major health problems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL OF CENTRAL CA: THROUGH THE EYES OF A CHILD 

7/25/04 at 11AM, 1 Hour, Local 

8/22/04 at 4PM, 1 Hour , Local 

Through The Eyes of A Child took a look at what children see as they enter Children’s Hospital a 

the Madera County facility. The special gave a better understanding of the compassion and 

commitment that’s found there everyday. It showed how doctors are treating some of the rarest 

conditions in the country and some of the most dangerous disorders, plus how the lives of two 

brothers have forever changed because of the services there. Viewers saw the transformation of a 

pint-sized Picasso battling one of the deadliest forms of leukemia and how to take action to help 

save the Valley’s youngest patients. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 07/01/04, LENGTH :33 SEC., LOCAL 
The organizer of a local kids' program says they may be closing their doors now, but they’re 

optimistic those doors will re-open soon. Organizers of the Fresno program "youth ops" were 

forced to pack up the dance stage, along with games and puzzles, after the group ran out of 

money to pay the rent. A recent fundraiser came up several thousand dollars short. But David 

Bethea says the group has received a lot of support from around the community, and hopes to re-

start the program in another location, in the next few months. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 07/02/04, LENGTH 1:52 MIN., LOCAL 

What do teenagers see in their future? According to the voices of youth teen survey, 90 percent of 

teens are optimistic about their future. And yet at the same time, 0 percent of kids surveyed said 

they were worried about dying in the next ten years. Optimistic and yet afraid of dying it seems a 

contradiction. But experts say kids are confident about themselves but not about the world around 

them. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 07/02/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

From push-ups to military drills, this is what the first two hours of school will be like at La Sierra 

high school next year. 15-year-old Terry Vann knows all about it. His charter school in Visalia 

was the first to convert to a military academy last year. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/05/04, LENGTH 1:43 MIN., LOCAL 

Devon's parents divorced when he was 13. He says the constant fighting between them took it's 

toll. Six years later he's worked through the anger he says and looking back the divorce provided 

a new beginning for him. A researcher from the university of southern California polled 173 

former children of divorce after 20 years; a full 80-percent said the divorce was a good thing for 

themselves, and their parents. Experts say the results challenge a common assumption: that 

divorce leaves children emotionally scarred for life. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 07/07/04, LENGTH 1:48 SEC. LOCAL 

A new study from the journal of the American medical association shows that crack may be 

hazardous for the developing fetus and it may not be a life sentence. With love and care, many of 

these kids will grow up fine. There are real problems that occur in children whose mothers use 

cocaine and we need to be able to deal with them, but there is no known syndrome, there is no set 

of characteristics that these children have, there is just no such thing as a "crack baby". According 

to the research, environmental factors can be more influential than the drug itself. Brittany was 

removed from the crack environment and fortunately that has made all the difference. 

 



 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 07/09/04, LENGTH :29 SEC., LOCAL 

A valley organization looking to help some troubled children cranked up the music tonight.  

The group "Youth for Christ" is hosting two concerts tonight and tomorrow. The money will be 

used to send at-risk kids to a Christian camp. The concert was held at northwest church in Fresno.  

Another will be at people's church at cedar and Herndon Avenue. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 7/16/04, LENGTH 1:40 MIN., LOCAL 

There are an estimated one million porn sites. According to the Kaiser family foundation 70 

percent of 15-17 year old males have visited a pornographic web site. The national institute of 

health is studying the long-term effects of porn on young adults. Experts say during the 

impressionable years teens may learn to view women as sex objects extreme sex seems normal 

and later, porn becomes part of their sexuality. He recommends parents use site-blocking 

software and keep their computer in a busy place: the living room or the den. Parents should also 

explain how damaging porn could be, and their child they expect him to act responsibly. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 7/23/04, LENGTH 1:39 MIN., LOCAL 

Scooter injuries have become common in American hospitals. Scooters soared in popularity in 

2000, a year later, 84,000 kids ended up in the emergency room, but most injuries aren't life 

threatening, but he says parents must emphasize the importance of safety equipment to their kids 

especially on a scooter. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 7/26/04, LENGTH 1:34 MIN. LOCAL 

Graduation the culmination of 12-long years of school then, after a quick summer break and 

there's college. Experts say many high school seniors are "burned out" after so many years of 

pressure: grades, test scores, applying to college and they need a break, a year off. 

In fact, the admissions department at Harvard University recommends that kids take a year off 

before college. School offers kids both structure and routine and delaying college should not be 

taken lightly. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/28/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., local 

Chief Dyer has put out the call to find a thousand volunteers to mentor at-risk youth. The buddy 

program is geared towards crime prevention and today the message arrived by special delivery. 

16-year old Jasmine Wallace has seen too many of her peers make the wrong choices, choices 

that led them to jail or juvenile hall. Jasmine says sometimes kids just need someone to talk to. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/30/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN., LOCAL 

Nothing says summer like a block party and that's what brought out hundreds of Calwa residents 

into the streets tonight. To show off and celebrate their community pride. Organizers say that is 

precisely the point of the annual summer sizzle block party to bring the community together and 

emphasize the positive things about living in Calwa. Fresno police officer Tony Casarez says he 

wants to make sure residents, especially the youth, see him as a member of their neighborhood as 

well. Crime like graffiti. Which residents say pops up on their homes and businesses almost 

daily? 

That's why Shirley marsh was on hand. She just started an anti-graffiti campaign for Calwa 4th 

graders before they become offenders. 

 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/31/04, LENGTH 1:29 MIN., LOCAL 

A local boys and girls club hosted its annual kids day event for kids and their parents. In Fresno 

County there are 16 boys different boys and girls clubs and they serving 13-thousand children 

each year. The Zimmerman club -- serves 1 to 2-thousand of those kids. It's a day designated for 

kids across the country. A national effort to keep kids off the streets and out of trouble, today the 

boys and girls club hosted its fourth annual kids day. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 08/07/04, LENGTH :25 SEC. LOCAL 

Raising money was the goal tonight. The lions club sponsored a fundraiser at d and d ranch in 

Madera county and attracting a crowd of about six hundred. The goal is to raise money to help 

fund lions clubs youth projects throughout the community.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 08/12/04, LENGTH :23 SEC. LOAL 

Valley kids learning a great game and having fun at the same time. This week is the world youth 

empowerment basketball camp at Selland Arena. Kids from 5th grade through high school seniors 

are taking part.  World Youth Empowerment is designed to encourage, motivate and challenge 

kids as well as to develop their self esteem and building interpersonal skills. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 08/19/04, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/20/04, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

The former Fresno youth football coach accused of having sex with an under age girl made his 

first court appearance today. 32- year old Tony Salazar pleaded not guilty to six counts of child 

molestation. As action news first reported last night police arrested Salazar Monday morning -- 

after they found a videotape investigators say shows Salazar having sex with a girl, they believe 

is his step-daughter. She was 16 at the time and a judge refused to reduce Salazar's bail, because 

of his criminal record. Ten years ago, Salazar pleaded guilty to arson, and was placed on 

probation.  

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 8/04/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

According to a recent survey by 'fight crime: invest in kids', police in 38-percent of suburban 

counties acknowledge they have gang activity. They're all over now. And it's basically here in the 

suburbs a lot of kids do it because they have nothing to do. A lot of it is because they're bored and 

stuff they're going through in their life. Experts say kids who join gangs often don't feel loved or 

accepted at home so they look for it elsewhere.  

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 08/09/04, LENGTH 1:37 MIN., LOCAL 

19-year old Will Kelly is pounding the pavement, knocking on doors, and talking to voters. 

17-year old Amelia Hartley is answering phones, making copies, filing news clips. She is a die-

hard democrat. He, a faithful republican. Both have a passion for politics, getting involved. 

According to research from the university of Maryland, voting among 18-24 year-olds has 

declined nearly 15-percent over the past 30-years in presidential elections. How do we get young 

people more involved? Experts say parents are the key. He says when parents are interested in 

politics; their children will be too. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 08/16/04, LENGTH 1:49 MIN., LOCAL 

10-year old Paige is trying to stay positive about something she and her sister Chelsea just don't 

Like: uniforms This year, the girls are switching to a new school that requires uniforms much to 

their parent's delight. New research, funded by a leading uniform manufacturer, found that 

wearing uniforms could lead to higher grades and test scores and improved behavior. 

It reduces conflict and branding among student groups- cliquishness, potential for bullying for not 

wearing the right clothes. They keep kids on task, doing their work, engaged in the curriculum." 



 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 08/20/04, LENGTH 1:46 MIN., LOCAL 

Shaking the opposing player's hand at the end of a game offering supportive words to a 

disappointed teammate playing clean 16-year-old Yaron knows what good sportsmanship is… 

but he hasn't always practiced it. In fact, according to one study by the Kaiser family foundation, 

more than half of teen athletes say un-sportsmanlike behaviors, like trash talking, yelling at the 

ref, and cheap shots are common. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 08/23/04, LENGTH 1:42 MIN., LOCAL 

Ask kids who drink more alcohol; girls or guys and the answer may come as a surprise. 

In fact, according to a survey by a non-profit group leadership to keep children alcohol free 

Teenage girls who say they drink now outnumber boys: 38 percent to 34 percent. 

  

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 08/25/04, LENGTH 1:52 MIN., LOCAL 

She is ugly to no one…but herself. 19 year-old Francy has body dysmorphic disorder or BDD. 

Every teenager worries about how they look but BDD is much more. It is a mental disorder. 

It usually begins in adolescence and can be debilitating. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 08/30/04, LENGTH 1:52 MIN., LOCAL 

The American Medical association says the evidence is clear. Brain scans show former teen 

drinkers have lower brain activity. They also have a smaller hippocampus - the area in the brain 

responsible for memory and learning and they scored dramatically worse in memory and 

vocabulary tests. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 09/06/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Youth from around the valley gathered today for the ford built tough championship at the Fresno 

regional sports park. Among those at the tournament was Mexican soccer star Sebastian 

"Chamagol" Gonzalez. Gonzalez was offering a free soccer clinic to all participants and was also 

giving out his autograph to the kids. The tournament had over 10 thousand dollars in prize money 

to be won to determine the northern California championship team.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 09/07/04, LENGTH 3:29 SEC., LOCAL 

It's week one of the American youth soccer league in Visalia and there's a tough season ahead. 

With few fields and even fewer tournament grounds the league had to turn away at least 400 

players this year and the city has been watching. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 09/14/04, LENGTH :18 SEC., LOCAL 

The FDA will consider requiring stronger warning labels and other measures for nine anti-

depressants. While some in congress are calling on the drug companies to provide more details 

about pediatric clinical trials.  But some are urging the FDA not to do away with all anti-

depressants, saying they have also reduced suicides among depressed youth. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 09/20/04, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 

Starting next month, one hundred prison inmates will work at the minimum-security facility. 

Bullion forestry camp near Mariposa. Until this summer, the camp was populated by California 

youth authority wards. The felons will fight wildfires, and their transfer will save the corrections 

department money. Te inmates' presence could save lives, but some in the local community 

wonder if they will have enough supervision 



 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 09/21/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

Some Visalia residents say they're being targeted by police because of their race and religion. 

Protestors gathered over the weekend to demand an end to racial profiling in the Visalia police 

department.  The local youth group called "activate" says they want police to have better 

guidelines, training and accountability. But the police department says they have not received any 

specific complaints and claim their arrest policy is sound; a policy adopted three years ago. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/21/04, LENGTH 2:14 SEC., LOCAL 

The "youth crime watch of America" program is aimed at using students themselves to make their 

schools safer. A study by the CDC shows, although violence has decreased. In high schools. Kids 

are fearful of going to school- than ever before. Many point to the shootings at columbine and 

other copycat incidents as part of the fear.  Along with bullying and fighting in schools.  

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 9/25/04, LENGTH :25 SEC. , LOCAL 

Getting cigarettes out of city parks was the goal of a youth project in Fresno. 

Volunteers picked up cigarette butts at Einstein Park, near Dakota and Millbrook. 

After the clean up, kids got to have some fun. But the event was aimed at showing how dangerous 

and dirty smoking can be. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 09/01/04, LENGTH 1:36 MIN., LOCAL 

Lisa McMenamin works long hours away from home Lisa keeps tabs because she worries like 

many working mothers. University of California researchers asked 500 teens about whether their 

kids were involved in smoking, drinking, drugs, and sex. All of the teens had working mothers. 

They found that teens aren't more likely to engage in risky behavior just because their mothers 

work long hours. A key deterrent, according to the research, is how involved a mother is how 

many questions she asks about friends, activities, behavior and the clear limits she sets. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 9/05/04, LENGTH 1:39 SEC., LOCAL 

If teens had to get permission from their parents to prescription birth control would they ask their 

mom or dad? In McHenry County Illinois, the health department passed a law requiring parent's 

approval before minors could get the pill. Over the next three years according to a study 

published in the American journal of public health the number of teenage pregnancies rose by 

over 17 percent. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 9/08/04, LENGTH 1:40 SEC., LOCAL 

In the epidemic of STD’s there is aids, gonorrhea, herpes, chlamydeous and a virus called HPV 

but too few teens get tested. The department of health and human services along with johns 

Hopkins university hopes to make it easier for teens to get tested…with an anonymous, mail-

order chlamydeous test kit. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 09/15/04, LENGTH 1:48 MIN., LOCAL 
Almost half of high school kids have had sex but the new survey found that 84 percent of parents 

believe their teen is a virgin. Experts say there are clues: kids may be more secretive about their 

boyfriend or girlfriend. They may suddenly be interested in washing their own clothes. 

But the best way to find out, experts say, is the simplest. 

 

 

 

 



ACTION NEWS MIDDAY, 09/20/04, LENGTH 1:54 MIN., LOCAL 

Allison's experience is all too common. Girls are often harassed and blamed after a rape and the 

effect can be devastating. As for the harassment, experts say parents should encourage their 

daughters to walk away from the confrontation and then get the help of school officials… and the 

police, if necessary, to make it stop. Then Allison says: surround your child with a protective 

circle of family and friends. 

 

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY/ 09/22/04, LENGTH 1:36 MIN. , Local 

The tobacco companies insist their new products are aimed at adults who want an "exotic" 

cigarette. But anti-smoking advocates say flavors like blueberry; strawberry and mint are 

particularly attractive to teens. The state of Massachusetts is leading a charge to ban flavored 

cigarettes. But experts say parents of the power to diswayed young people from smoking. 

  

ACTION NEWS MIDDAY/ 09/24/04, LENGTH 1:40 MIN., LOCAL 

Like a growing legion of teenagers, Cameron McClendon has her own web log, or "blog" for 

short. A blog can be very personal like an online diary. But at the same time, right there for 

anyone to see. Experts say some kids may forget - that once they send something out into 

cyberspace they no longer have control of it. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 07/11/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Fresno Metropolitan Museum: Anderson Graphic Collection & The Beauty of 

Phenomena:  Crated by the Met’s own Susannah Bieber: Variations on a Theme examines a 

crucial artistic development of the 1960’s and 70’s. The Beauty of Phenomena examines the 

intersecting worlds of arts and science through an exhibition created by the National Academy of 

science.  

Part 2: Bubble Fest: This one day family event will explore the science of bubbles through a 

variety of hands on interactive activities. Kids can learn about color, gases, molecules, structure 

and shapes. Volunteers from local high school science clubs will be on hand to help. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 07/11/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #2: CSU Summer Arts: Summer Arts Performances and Classes: Summer Arts attracts 

more than 500 students and 120 guests artists every year and offer academic credit plus a 

performance festival in the visual, performing, and literary arts. Students work with world-

renowned master teachers and guest artists to create new works and explore innovative 

techniques in arts pedagogy, performance and exhibition. 

Segment #3: Central California Children’s Choir: Calchoir Auditions: The California Children’s 

choir is holding auditions in August. Pamela Atkins, executive director for the choir explains how 

the children chosen to join this unique musical group receive training in vocal technique and 

music theory. 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids:  

College Wait List: One dean of college admissions department calls it summer frenzy as 

thousands of high school grads wait by the phone or letters to arrive. They are on waiting lists to 

get into college. This segment addresses the question of ways to get off the list and get admitted. 

Family Weight Loss: About a half of American teens are overweight and an eight are obese, 

according to the CDC. But often parents aren’t setting a good example. 

Real Violence Pacifies Kids: Researchers have long claimed that make-believe violence in 

movies, TV and video games glorifies violence and causes kids to become insensitive to it. But 

doctors at John Hopkins University wondered what would happen if kids saw real life violence. 

 



 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/08/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN. LOCAL 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids:  

Delaying College: From the moment students start high school, the frenzied, non-stop trek to 

college begins. But these days, more and more universities are encouraging high school grads to 

take some time off. 

Insomnia: Most all adults experience insomnia at some point in their lives. Is the same true for 

children? Here’s a look at the causes of childhood insomnia and how to treat it. 

What is HPV: While the teen pregnancy rate continues to decline, sexually transmitted diseases 

are steadily rising. According to new research from the University of North Carolina, nearly half 

of all new STD cases are among teenagers and young adults 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 08/22/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Make-A-Wish Foundation: Field of Wishes: Joined by Alicia Hood, Executive 

Director of the Make-A-Wish Foundation as she tells us how we can share the power of a wish. 

Their mission, to grant the wishes of children with life-threatening medical conditions to enrich 

the human experience with hope, strength and joy.  

Segment #2: Here to join us was Lt. Patrick Farmer from the Fresno Police Department here to 

talk about their field of wishes event at the Grizzly Stadium. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 8/22/04, 10:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN. LOCAL 

Segment #3: Ag One Foundation/California Women of Agriculture: Ag Booster Barbecue: The 

27
th
 annual Ag Boosters barbeque will be held on September 12

th
 at the beautiful Coombs River 

bend Ranch in Madera. This event benefits the Ag One Foundation and the California Women for 

Agriculture. This fundraiser as played an important role in Ag One’s ability to support students 

and programs in the College of Agriculture Science and Technology at Fresno State. 

Segment #4: Connect With Kids: 

Political Teens: In the violence and terror we see almost daily in the war in Iraq, there is one 

small piece of good news; pollisters report an increased interest in this year’s presidential 

election, including those who traditionally are the most apathetic young people. 

Teens and Steroids: Kids seem to be getting the message that using drugs isn’t a good idea. 

According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the use of most illegal drugs is steady or on 

the decline.  

Online Physical Education: Ask any high school kids if they like phys Ed class and changes are a 

lot of them will say “no!” Now, thanks to technology, kids have phys Ed options they’ve never 

had before. 

 

VALLEY FOCUS, 9/19/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL 

Segment #1: Big Brothers Big Sisters of Fresno, Kings Madera Counties: Big Walk: 

A Fun, non-competitive, 3-mile walk to benefit Big Brothers Big Sisters of Fresno, Kings and 

Madera Counties. Group and Family participation incentives. These events offer a variety of 

ways in which you can get involved in our community. 

Segment #2: The Downtown Association of Fresno: Art Gala On The Fulton Mall 

This event sponsored by the Downtown Association of Fresno is called the Art Gala on the Fulton 

Mall. Joining us to talk about the event is Stanley Kooyumjian, Director of the association.  

 

 

 

 

 



VALLEY FOCUS, 9/26/04, 9:30AM, LENGTH :30 MIN., LOCAL  

Segment #4: Connect With Kids:  

Healthy School: School has just begun, but one report car is already in: for the fourth year in a 

row, the Physicians Committee for Responsible Medicine is giving poor marks to what school 

kids are eating for lunch.  

Homes STD Kit: Every year in America, there are nearly 15 million new causes of sexually 

transmitted diseases about two thirds of them in people under the age of 25. 

Model Reading: If you believe kids learn by example, then it should be no surprise that U.S. 

teenagers rank 13
th
 in the world in reading literacy. After all, last year 90 million American adults 

didn’t read a book themselves. 

 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS: THE BIG HURT:  

07/25/04, 5PM, :30 Min., Syndication 

Obesity is an epidemic in this country among adults and children. It’s a complicated issue, 

involving lifestyle, exercise, food choices, education (or lack there of), working parents, etc. At 

the same time, body image continues to be an issue of America’s young, and now boys are almost 

as vulnerable to this anxiety as girls. While controversial, recent research suggests the quality of 

life for overweight children is inferior to that of young cancer victims. Their lives are filled with 

insecurity, embarrassment and bullying. 

 

 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS: FIRST COMES LOVE: 

8/22/04, 11:00AM, :30 Min., Syndication 

There is tremendous power in early love; it can shape teens’ self-esteem and emotional well-

being. Some girls define themselves by their boyfriends, some boys do the same. Dating and early 

love can be very complex, even dangerous, because it can lead to dating violence, depression and 

suicide. 

 

CONNECTING WITH KIDS: LOST AND FOUND: 

9/26/04, 4:30PM, :30 Min., Syndication 

Adolescents experience loss in a number of ways, the divorce of parents, the death of a sibling or 

friend, or moving from a familiar house, neighborhood or school into a new environment. How 

painful is this experience? How will their lives change? How long will the loss be felt? Lost and 

Found examines these questions and analyzes what parents can do to help. 

 

OPRAH: 07/15/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Atrocities Against Children: Children sold into prostitution by their parents. An 11 year old 

trained to kill other children. Then babies raped my men. Plus sex slaves in the suburbs. A special 

investigative report by Lisa Ling. 

 

OPRAH: 7/19/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

In Prison For Having Teenage Sex: He is black. She is white. He said it was consensual. She said 

it was rape. The honor student in prison for having teenage sex.  For the first time, his accuser 

breaks her silence. On location at a Georgia state prison.  

 

OPRAH: 8/10/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

The Worst Day of Your Life: Four children dead because of an ex-husband’s murderous 

rampage. The, she left them alone for two minutes and her children where burned alive in the car. 

How can a mother life with that? A warning for all parents. 



 

OPRAH: 8/24/04, 4PM, LENGTH  1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

The 11-Year-Old Who Wants a Sex Change: Only eleven years old and she wants to sex change. 

Meet the young girl living as a boy. Plus, he’s only five and wants to be a girl. If this was your 

son, what would you do? A family torn apart. Children who say they were born in the wrong 

body. 

 

OPRAH: 9/24/04, 4PM, LENGTH 1:00 HR, SYNDICATION 

Children Held Hostage: One mothers children held hostage inside Russian school massacre. This 

father was a terrorist wanted for killing Americans. How his own son risked his life to turn him 

in. Children held hostage on today’s Oprah. 

 

CONSUMER REPORTING 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 07/03/04, LENGTH :22 SEC., LOCAL 
If you lose your credit card, or someone gets hold of the number, what's to stop that person from 

going on a shopping spree? If you have an ordinary card, there's not much you can do, 

Besides report the fraud immediately. Get ready for a new type of plastic protection. Action News 

Consumer Reporter Chad Pradelli explains how a credit card that listens, can help halt crooks. 

 

ACTION NEW AM LIVE, 07/07/04, LENGTH :24 SEC., LOCAL 

There are a lot of reasons why products aren't returned and one of the reasons is consumer apathy. 

In a new report, the "trouble with recalls" - consumer reports found less than half of recalled 

products are actually repaired and only a quarter of recalled child safety seats are brought up to 

standard.  Take cars, of the 19 million vehicles recalled in 2002,  more than 6 million of them 

were never fixed 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 07/11/04, LENGTH :10 SEC. LOCAL 

In this consumer report, what you need to know before taking on extreme valley trials on a 

mountain bike. If you bike on rough terrain and steep slopes, you'll need a full-suspension 

mountain bike like the Cannondale Jekyll 400.  It costs 11 hundred dollars.  Testers found it has 

excellent shocks so it goes down steep slopes with ease. If you ride mainly on smoother trails, 

consumer reports says opt for a front-suspension bike like the Gary Fisher Marlin.  It handles 

very well and costs 400 dollars. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 07/21/04, LENGTH 1:55 MIN., LOCAL 

If you're stumped by some of the dates you find on food in the grocery store, you're not alone. 

You may be surprised to learn the federal government does not require dates on most foods. The 

exception - baby formula, which must have a "use-by" date. Using formula by this date assures it 

meets nutritional and quality standards. Poultry also has to be marked when it was packed, or 

with a "sell-by" date.  You want to look for the "sell-by" date to be sure it hasn't passed.  Once 

purchased, plan on cooking chicken, or freezing it, within two days. Consumer reports grocery 

expert told marks says dates on other foods get a bit murky. Remember, that's the last day a store 

can sell an item but it's still safe to eat. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/23/04, LENGTH :12 SEC., LOCAL 

Many people are sipping iced coffees to cool down during the summer heat. As consumer watch 

reporter Chad Pradelli reports, there may be a lot of hidden calories in those drinks you don't even 

know about. 

 

 



ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/24/04, LENGTH :19 SEC., LOCAL 

How much do you rely on your e-mail? What would happen if your account were wiped out, 

including all your e-mail notes, pictures, work information vanished! It may not happen often, but 

when it does, the results can be devastating. How can this happen and what can you do to protect 

yourself? Action News Consumer Reporter Chad Pradelli explains. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 7/28/04, LENGTH 1:40 MIN.,LOCAL 

Of the hottest trucks on the market to the test and no surprises here, a Toyota finished at the top 

of the list. At consumer reports auto test, five pick-up trucks recently underwent a tough set of 

challenges to find the best.  The trucks go through avoidance maneuver courses to see how they'll 

react in an emergency. Testers drive them down bumpy roads to assess the smoothness of the ride 

and they climb a rock hill to test off-road capabilities. Director of auto test David champion says 

pick-ups have a lot more to offer. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 7/29/04, LENGTH 1:20 MIN.,LOCAL 

Consumer reports toy testers and potential toy testers of the future checked out four new summer 

toys that cost about 30 dollars. The first, the white wings wright flyer, is a model airplane you 

have to put together.  Testers found it was a little difficult to assemble. And the kids had a hard 

time winding the rubber bands all the way. It was also hard to get the plane to go very far.  The 

air burst rocket was next.  After setting it up, you pump until the rocket shoots off. 

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 7/30/04, LENGTH :21 SEC. LOCAL 

 A special consumer watch investigation into a growing industry aimed at new parents. What 

some doctors say parents should save when their baby is born, and how it could save the child's 

life years from now. 

  

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 08/21/04, LENGTH 1:38 MIN.,LOCAL 

Spam pushing cheap loans.  Spam selling prescription drugs.  Spam for viagra. 

Consumer reports' Dean Gallea and his team collected more than 1000 spam messages - then 

investigated the best ways to stop junk e-mail. But even if you never click on any spam you can 

still be overwhelmed by it.  Dean set up this account with msn a year ago.  He never used the 

account, but he was still bombarded with almost 1000 junk e-mails because spammers cracked 

his address and sent out junk mail. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/23/04, LENGTH 1:59 MIN.,LOCAL 

With so much concern over gas prices, people love the idea of a device that promises to deliver 

better gas mileage. Consumer reports tested several products that claim to improve your gas 

mileage.  The 80-dollar tornado fuel saver promises a boost of up to a 28 percent.  

  

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/24/04, LENGTH 1:44 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/25/04, LENGTH 1:44 MIN., LOAL  
The e-mail he got is one of the latest online scams.  It's called "phishing." Consumer reports' 

computer editor Jeff Fox says phishing attacks are rising dramatically. We explain how the scam 

works - you receive a fraudulent e-mail, like this one, that looks like it's from a trusted financial 

institution or company you've dealt with before.  Often there's a link that takes you to a fake web 

site. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 8/25/04, LENGTH :34 SEC., LOCAL 

Ensuring that we have adequate resources for electricity. Assembly bill 2006 would allow 

investor-owned utility companies who build new power plants to recover some of their initial 

construction costs by shifting those costs onto customers.  



 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 8/27/04,LENGTH 1:34 MIN., LOCAL 

Repair shops are plenty busy these days fixing computers overrun by spyware. Consumer reports 

says just about anyone who goes online has spyware on his computer. This one is overwhelmed 

by it. 

 

ACTION NEWS 5PM, 8/31/04, LENGTH 1:34 MIN.,LOCAL 

Consumer reports' Bob Karpel shows us a  thermal imaging camera to measure the temperature of 

an iron's surface.  Another test uses this specially designed machine.  It assesses the amount of 

force needed to push and pull an iron and charts it on a graph. To see how much steam an iron 

can produce - essential for getting out tough wrinkles - testers designed this test rig. Consumer 

reports found less expensive irons are offering more features. One of the most important - 

automatic shut-off.  The iron turns off if it's left for a certain length of time. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6PM, 8/31/04, LENGTH 1:45 MIN., LOCAL 

The Bureau of Automotive Repair revived the car retirement program, where the state will buy 

working cars from registered owners for 500-dollars each, if they don't pass their smog check.. 

There's 4 and a half million dollars in the budget, collected from a small portion of car 

registration fees. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/17/04, LENGTH 2:12 MIN., LOCAL 

Tragically, Alec was killed by a relative backing up in an SUV. Consumer reports has just tested 

a dozen back-up systems you can buy for your car.  First, testers looked at sensors.  They 

mounted them on this cart - gradually moving it forward to see when the sensor detected an 

object in its path. Sensors alert the driver to an object behind the vehicle by beeping. Some 

sensors are radar-based, and testers found a drawback with those.  If there's something right 

behind the vehicle, when you back up the sensor may not alert you in time to prevent an accident. 

Consumer reports say all the sensors tested can help reduce the blind spots. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 9/17/04, LENGTH :38 SEC., LOCAL 

Valley voters also spent the morning trying to get the governor's ear. At issue, the high cost of 

prescription medications, and the Canadian alternative. Asking him "not to be a girly man", 

consumer activists from the "California public interest research group" lead a march today, at the 

state building in Fresno. They're calling on governor Schwarzenegger to sign into law a package 

of bills on his desk, which would make it easier for people to buy prescription drugs from 

Canada. The governor has threatened to veto the measure, but says he is working with drug 

manufacturers to try and bring down the prices of prescription medication. 

 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/18/04, LENGTH 2:29 MIN.,LOCAL 
21-month-old Mandy Lynn Michael.  Each strangled by a power window in the past year.  

Consumer reports' David Pittle says these deaths could have been prevented if the power window 

switches had a better design.  Another type of switch, called a toggle switch, can also be pushed 

by accident in seconds a child can become trapped and unable to cry out for help. 

Consumer reports has tested vehicles with a much safer type of window switch.  It's a lever 

switch.  

 

ACTION NEW MIDDAY, 09/21/04, LENGTH :36 SEC., LOCAL 

Reebok is voluntarily recalling 140-thousand shoes for toddlers. They're the popular shoes made 

with basketball star Allen Iverson’s name. The consumer product safety commission says the 

company's logo peels off the shoe and may be a choking hazard. The commission reports no 

injuries but the mother of one eight-month-old said she had to remove the logo from her baby's 



mouth. The shoes were in stores from March through August. Parents of children who own the 

shoes are advised to stop using the shoes immediately and contact Reebok. 

 

ACTION NEWS 6:30PM, 9/21/04, LENGTH 2:00 MIN.,LOCAL 

Supporters of the reliable electric service act of 2004 are outraged that the governor hasn't signed 

it because they feel the proposal will prevent electricity shortages. New regulations would 

stimulate investment in new power plants to create more energy and rely on a blend of power sold 

at market rate and regulated rates. De-regulation is sometimes blamed for the state's energy crisis 

and rolling blackouts of 2001.  

 

ACTION NEWS 11PM, 9/26/04, LENGTH 2:03 MIN., LOCAL 

ACTION NEWS AM LIVE, 9/27/04, LENGTH 2:03 MIN., LOCAL 

California residents took up big conservation efforts during the state's energy crisis in 2001, but 

3-years later, the state on 7-days this summer set new records for electricity use. Now state 

leaders are at odds on how to avoid another string of power emergencies in years soon to come. 

Governor Schwarzenegger said he would veto a bill to re-regulate California's energy supplies. 

The State Legislature, controlled by democrats, passed a bill to allow utilities like Edison and p-

g-and-e to build and operate their own power plants. In his veto message, Governor 

Schwarzenegger said the bill would steer the state back toward monopoly utilities without some 

of the consumer protections necessarily to protect ratepayers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

07/05/04-07/08/04  

North Fresno Rotary Run/Walk at Fig Garden Village  

Turtle and Tortoise Show at Pelco  

Fresno Women's Network: Summer Art And Wine Festival  

07/12/04-07/15/04  

Community Teen Center: Kerman Dance  

Kiwains Trout Fishing Derby Special Olympics at Wishon Lake  

Music In The Meadow at Camp Nelson  

7/19/04-07/22/04  

Fresno City College: Refresher Program International Nurses Meeting  

Cool Cat Summer Fest at La Ryan Event Center  
Night of Jazz: Centro La Familia at Old Fig Garden  

07/26/04-07/29/04  

Woodward Park Library: Dyslexia Workshop  

National Nightout Dinuba Rose Ann Vuich Park  

Roger Rock'as Music Hall: SING! UCP of Central California  

08/02/04-08/05/04  

Central California Blood Center: Pint for Pint Blood Drive  

Toy Train Exhibits at Fresno Convention Center  
Respite By The River: Jean Janzen Poetry  

08/09/04-08/12/04  

Central California Latina Network: Evening Mixer at Fresno Pacific University  

Central California Children's Choir Auditions  

Clovis Police Officers Association/Valley Children's Hospital: Las Vegas 
Entertainment  

08/16/04-08/19/04  

Giant yard Sale at 430 S. First St. Fresno  

Free Garden Concert at San Joaquin Gardens  

Clovis Police Officers Association/Valley Children's Hospital: Las Vegas 
Entertainment  

8/23/04-8/26/04  

Fresno City College: Real Women Have Curves  

Tree Fresno: Duncan Polytechnic High: Not-So-Perfect Plant Sale  

Clovis Senior Center: Hooked Rug Show  

 



 

Community Calendar (cont) 

8/30/04-09/3/04  

Police Activities League: Car Show  

Youth Orchestras of Fresno Auditions  

Children's Hospital Benefit: Harvest Ball  

09/04/04  

March of Dimes: MUDD Volleyball  
Hanford Civic Auditorium Park: Multi Cultural Festival In The Park  

Kings Fairgrounds: Tropical Escape Luau  

9/05/04  

Eric and Jay's BBQ at Rotary Amphitheater: Woodward Park  

Police Activities League: Car Show  

Pelco Memorial: Memorial Cruise  

9/06/04-0909/04  

United Way: Day Of Caring at Arte Americas  

Ag Boosters BBQ at Coomb's Riverbend Ranch  

Central Valley Regional Center: Autism Workshop F.E.A.T.  

9/11/04  

City of Clovis: Gatorade Punt, Pass and Kick  

Sequoia National Forest: Celebrate Sequoias Festival  
Grizzles Stadium: Field of Wishes  

9/12/04  

Veterans Memorial Theatre: Tombstone's In Trouble  

African American Museum: Earl Watson: Valet to the Stars  

Madera Fair  

9/13/04  

Herndon-Barstow School: Hawaiian Carnival  
Fox Theatre, Downtown Visalia: Aerosmith Tribute Band  

Riverbend Golf Course: Rain Soft Golf Classic  

9/18/04  

Doll, Bear, Beanie Baby and Miniature Show: Old Town Clovis  

United Japanese Christian Church: Asian Craft and Food Drive  

Town And Country Park: Gospel Fest  

 



Community Calendar (cont) 

9/19/04  

Shinzen Run and walk/kids run at woodward park  
Fresno Pacific University: piano concert  
Central California SPCA: K-9 classic dog competition 

9/20/04-09/24/04  

6th Annual Art Gala: Fine Dining Under the Stars  

Fox Theatre, Downtown Visalia: HELP! Beatles Tribute Band  

Kelly's Beach Reedley: Kings River Cleanup Day  

9/21/04  

Fall Native Plant Sale: Vineyard Farmer's Market  
Chinatown Jazz 2004 Hiroshima at Fire Station #3  

Oakhurst Health Fair: Community Center  

9/22/04  

Clovis Art Guild Fall Extravaganza at Sierra Vista Mall  
Historical Society: Civil War Revisited: Kearney Park  

Fall Festival at San Joaquin Rusconi Park  

9/27/04-10/01/04  

American Lung Association: A Breath of Fresh Air, Art and Aubience  
UCP of Central California: MC Valley Cup Registration  
Sports and Recreation Disability Fair: Roeding Park  

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS 3
RD

 QUARTER 2004 

 

:30  FRESNO PD: USE A GUN/GO TO JAIL 

:30 CHILDREN'S TV  

:30 AD FED/DO THE ZOO/ELEPHANTS 

:30 MAKE A WISH 

:20 MAKE A WISH 

:30 CASA VOLUNTTERS UFN 

:30 RAILROAD SAFETY 

:30 WOMEN’S HEALTH: CANCER PREVENTION 

:10 CSUF ALUMNI:  

:15       CSUF ALUMNI 

:30       CSUF ALUMNI 

:30 COMMUNITY CALENDAR 

:30 HISTORIAL SOCIETY: CIVIL WAR  

:30 POLICE OFFICERS ASSOCIATION: HAWAIIAN NIGHTS 

:30 HISPANIC HERITAGE MO: GEORGE 

:30 HISPANIC HERITAGE MO: CONSTANCE 

:30 COLLEGE NIGHT 

:30 CSUF: SUMMER ARTS PROGRAM 

:30 CA BLOOD CENTER: BLOOD DRIVE 



 


