
Quarterly Program Topic Report
WTTW PBS Programming

3rd Quarter 2022
July, August, September



As the program schedule for WTTW-PBS is planned, special consideration is given to a 
variety of special interests in the Chicagoland area. During July, August, and September, 
the following issues were covered in a variety of programming. 

American History / Biography

Arts / Culture  

Business / Industry / Economy 

Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement  

Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters

Health / Health Care

American Politics / Government 

Science / Technology

War / Veterans / National Security 

The programming listed below represents ongoing series that continually touch upon the 
previously mentioned topics.

Amanpour & Company (Weeknights)

American Masters

American Experience 

BBC World News & BBC World News America (Weeknights) 

Chicago Tonight (Weeknights)

Frontline

Independent Lens 

Nature

NOVA

PBS NewsHour (Weeknights) 

POV 

Pritzker Military Presents 

Washington Week (Weekly)



American History / Biography

Ken Burns: National Parks (90) minutes

Aired Thursday, July 14, 2022 at 10:00pm

Explore the beauty and grandeur of our nation's magnificent parks, from Acadia to Yosemite, 
Yellowstone to the Grand Canyon. Filmmakers Burns and Dayton Duncan vividly reveal 
fascinating behind-the-scenes stories about the making of the series.

Ida B. Wells: A Chicago Stories Special (90) minutes

Aired on Thursday, August 25, 2022 at 10:00pm 

There are few Chicago historical figures whose life and work speak to the current moment more 
than Ida B. Wells, the 19th century crusading investigative journalist, civil rights leader, and 
passionate suffragist. In the wake of her recent posthumous Pulitzer Prize citation, Chicago street 
naming, and the release of a revealing new biography by her great-granddaughter, WTTW will 
premiere a new special that tells her story as never before. The program tells her story through 
interviews with her descendants and Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist Nikole Hannah-Jones, 
creator of the Ida B. Wells Society for Investigative Reporting and the landmark 1619 Project.

9/11: Inside the Pentagon (60) minutes

Aired on Sunday, September 11, 2022 at 6:00pm 

On September 11, 2001, Flight 77 slammed into the Pentagon, killing 184 people. What 
happened behind the walls of the Pentagon is a largely untold chapter in history. Fifteen years 
later, survivors and first responders shed light on that tragic day.

Josephine Baker: The Story of An Awakening (60) minutes

Aired on Friday, September 23, 2022 at 8:00pm 

Josephine Baker: The Story of an Awakening details the amazing story of the first black 
superstar. Baker, born into poverty in Missouri in 1906, moved to France where she became a 
dancer hailed as the Queen of Paris, joined the French Resistance, created her dream family "The 
Rainbow Tribe," adopting twelve children from four corners of the world, and ultimately became 
a Civil Rights activist.



Arts / Culture

Frank Ferrante’s Groucho (90) minutes

Aired on Sunday, July 3, 2022 at 2:30pm

Dubbed "nothing short of masterful" by the Chicago Tribune, Frank Ferrante’s Groucho is a 
laughter-filled, theatrical portrait of "America's most gifted funnyman". Written and performed 
by actor Frank Ferrante, this filmed play with music celebrates the style and spirit of comedian 
Groucho Marx (1890-1977), whose irreverent humor continues to influence artists today.

Great Performances: Vienna Philharmonic (90) minutes

Aired on Friday, August 26, 2022 at 8:00pm 

Enjoy the Vienna Philharmonic's annual summer night concert with cellist Gautier Capucon 
under the direction of guest conductor Andris Nelsons at Austria's Schonbrunn Palace.

Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra at the Kennedy Center (90) minutes 

Aired on Friday, September 9, 2022 at 9:00pm 

The Ukrainian Freedom Orchestra, comprised of recent Ukrainian refugees and other artists, 
concludes its international tour to express love for Ukraine and lift spirits with music at The 
Kennedy Center on August 20, 2022. The broadcast version of the performance will also feature 
behind the scenes footage from their tour.

Wild Travels: America’s Most Unusual Festivals (60) minutes 

Aired on Thursday, September 22, 2022 at 10:00pm 

America’s Most Unusual Festivals, hosted by Will Clinger, is a VIP pass to the craziest annual 
celebrations that the USA has to offer. From the Rattlesnake Roundup in Texas to Pierogi Fest in 
Indiana, this one-hour special celebrates truly odd and delightfully quirky festivals.



Business / Industry / Economy

POV: Manzanar, Diverted: When Water Becomes Dust (90) minutes 

Aired on Monday, July 18, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Three communities intersect, sharing histories of forced removal - Japanese Americans who 
were incarcerated at the Manzanar WWII concentration camp, Native Americans who were 
forced from these lands, and ranchers turned environmentalists, who were bought out by the LA 
Department of Water and Power. How do they come together in the present moment to defend 
their land and water from Los Angeles?

American Experience: Surviving the Dust Bowl (60) minutes 

Aired on Wednesday, August 31, 2022 at 10:00pm

They were called "Black Blizzards," dark clouds reaching miles into the sky, churning millions 
of tons of dirt into torrents of destruction. For ten years beginning in 1930, dust storms ravaged 
the parched and over plowed southern plains, turning bountiful wheat fields into desert. Disease, 
hardship and death followed, yet the majority of people stayed on, steadfastly refusing to give up 
on the land and a way of life.

Chicago Stories: Union Stockyards (60) minutes

Aired on Monday, September 5, 2022 at 7:30pm 

At the end of the 19th century, Chicago completely transformed the way Americans eat, and the 
Union Stockyards on the South Side were the center of that revolution. Experience the sights, 
sounds, and awful smells of the Union Stockyards and the complex of meat factories next to it, 
known as Packingtown. As they modernized the process for getting affordable meat to the 
masses, the Stockyards also became the stage for ugly battles over the well-being of workers,and 
the safety of nation’s food supply.



Crime / Legal Issues / Law Enforcement

Frontline: Facing Eviction (60) minutes

Aired on Tuesday, July 26, 2022 at 10:00pm

Families struggle to keep their homes during the pandemic, despite a federal ban on evictions. 
With Retro Report, an intimate look at the nation's affordable housing crisis through the eyes of 
tenants, landlords, judges, and law enforcement.

American Experience: The Murder of Emmett Till (60) minutes

Aired on Tuesday, August 23, 2022 at 9:00pm 

In August 1955, a 14-year-old black boy from Chicago whistled at a white woman in a grocery 
store in Money, Mississippi. Emmett Till didn't understand that he had broken the unwritten laws 
of the Jim Crow South. Three days later, two white men dragged him from his bed in the dead of 
night, beat him brutally and shot him. Although his killers were arrested and charged with 
murder, they were both quickly acquitted by an all-white, all-male jury. Soon after, the 
defendants sold their story, including a detailed account of how they murdered Till, to a 
journalist. The murder and the trial horrified the nation and the world. Till's death was a spark 
that helped mobilize the civil rights movement. Three months after his body was pulled from the 
Tallahatchie River, the Montgomery Bus Boycott began.

HAYMARKET: The Bomb, The Anarchists, the Labor Struggle

Aired on Monday, September 5, 2022 at 8:30pm 

The Chicago Haymarket tragedy, where a bomb thrown into the ranks of Police was followed by 
an eruption of panic and violence resulting in a trial and execution of presumably innocent 
workers' rights activists, is examined in this feature documentary film. Expert historians and 
professors present the history of the bomb, the anarchist movement of the 19th century, and the 
labor struggle of working people fighting for a shorter workday during the industrial might of 
America's Gilded Age.



Environment / Nature / Natural Disasters

Rip Current Rescue (90) minutes

Aired on Sunday, July 24, 2022 at 1:30pm 

Rip Current Rescue tells dramatic stories of life saving, survival, and real-life heroes filmed 
across America's most popular beaches. Rip currents are America's greatest beach hazard, and 
every summer these dangerous currents are responsible for up to 80% of all beach rescues and 
dozens of deaths every year. The documentary features incredible stories of potentially fatal 
incidents captured on camera. Viewers will witness dramatic scenes from the frontlines of U.S. 
beach safety as first responders work to keep the public safe from these deadly currents. 
However, rip currents are not just an ocean phenomenon, and the film reveals why the Great 
Lakes are a hot spot for rip current drownings - despite being hundreds of miles from an ocean. 

American Experience: Fatal Flood

Aired on Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 10:00pm

In the spring of 1927, after weeks of incessant rains, the Mississippi River went on a rampage 
from Cairo, Illinois to New Orleans, inundating hundreds of towns, killing as many as a thousand 
people and leaving a million homeless. In Greenville, Mississippi, efforts to contain the river 
pitted the majority black population against an aristocratic plantation family, the Percys -- and 
the Percys against themselves. A story of greed, power and race during one of America's greatest 
natural disasters.

Lion: The Rise and Fall of the Marsh Pride 

Aired on Wednesday, September 14, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Follow the epic story of the Marsh pride of lions as it battles for survival in Kenya's Maasai 
Mara Reserve. This is a powerful tale of shifting loyalties, bloody takeovers, complex family 
dynamics and sheer resilience.



Health / Health Care

POV: Wuhan, Wuhan (90) minutes

Aired on Monday, July 11, 2022 at 10:00pm

Learn the stories of frontline medical workers, patients, and citizens during the early months of 
the COVID-19 pandemic in the city where the mysterious virus was first discovered.

POV: He’s My Brother (60) minutes

Aired on Monday, August 1, 2022 at 10:00pm 

Explore how Christine works to assure dignified lives for herself and her brother Peter, born with 
multiple disabilities, while she faces uncertainties about becoming his primary caregiver.

Facing Suicide (90) minutes

Aired on Tuesday, September 13, 2022 at 9:00pm 

Explore the powerful stories of those impacted by suicide-one of America's most urgent health 
crises-and journey to the front lines of research with scientists whose work is leading to better 
prevention and treatment.

NOVA: Cuba’s Cancer Hope (60) minutes

Aired on Wednesday, September 21, 2022 at 10:00pm 

When the U.S. trade embargo left Cuba isolated from medical resources, Cuban scientists were 
forced to get creative. Now they've developed lung cancer vaccines that show so much promise, 
some Americans are defying the embargo and traveling to Cuba for treatment. In an 
unprecedented move, Cuban researchers are working with U.S. partners to make the medicines 
more widely available.



American Politics / Government  

Frontline: Facing Eviction (60) minutes

Aired on Tuesday, July 26, 2022 at 10:00pm

Families struggle to keep their homes during the pandemic, despite a federal ban on evictions. 
With Retro Report, an intimate look at the nation's affordable housing crisis through the eyes of 
tenants, landlords, judges, and law enforcement.

Frontline: Supreme Revenge: Battle for the Court (60) minutes

Aired on Tuesday, August 23, 2022 at 9:00pm 

The conservative takeover of the Supreme Court that paved the way to overturning Roe v. Wade. 
How a partisan political war, led by Mitch McConnell and Donald Trump, transformed the 
highest court with far-reaching consequences for the country.

Frontline Lies, Politics, & Democracy (120) minutes

Aired on Tuesday, September 6, 2022 at 9:00pm 

The political leaders and choices they made that have undermined and threatened American 
democracy. How officials fed lies about the 2020 election and embraced rhetoric that led to 
political violence.



Science / Technology

NOVA: Ultimate Space Telescope (60) minutes 

Aired on Wednesday, July 13, 2022 at 9:00pm

Explore the dramatic story of NASA's James Webb Space Telescope-the most ambitious 
observatory ever launched-through a series of high-stakes milestones, from its conception to 
completion.

NOVA: Operation Lighthouse Rescue (60) minutes

Aired on Wednesday, August 24, 2022 at 9:00pm

The Gay Head Lighthouse, a historic landmark perched high on the cliffs of Martha's Vineyard, 
is soon to become the next victim of the ocean's relentless erosion of the island's cliffs. Join 
engineers as they race to rescue this national treasure.

NOVA: Ending HIV in America (60) minutes 

Aired on Wednesday, September 21, 2022 at 9:00pm

Almost 40 years after the discovery of HIV could we be on the verge of ending the AIDS 
epidemic in America? How did scientists tackle one of the most elusive deadly viruses to ever 
infect humans? Can innovative drugs bring new infections to zero?



War / Veterans / National Security 

Pritzker Military Presents: Zero to Hero: From Bullied Kid to Warrior (60) minutes

Aired on Sunday, July 3, 2022 at 11:00am

Medal of Honor recipient Al Lynch will sit down with co-author Richard Ernsberger to discuss 
their new book about Lynch's life from a bullied kid to warrior.

Frontline: Ukraine: Life Under Russia’s Attack

Aired on Tuesday, August 2, 2022 at 10:00pm

A dramatic and intimate look inside the Russian assault on Kharkiv. Told by displaced families 
trying to survive underground, civilians caught in the fight, and first responders risking their 
lives amid the shelling of Ukraine's second largest city.

American Experience: The Codebreaker (60) minutes 

Aired on Tuesday, September 27, 2022 at 10:00pm  

Discover the fascinating story of Elizabeth Smith Friedman, the groundbreaking cryptanalyst 
who helped bring down Al Capone and break up a Nazi spy ring in South America. Her work 
help lay the foundation for modern codebreaking today.

Zelensky: The Man Who Took on Putin (30) minutes 

Aired on Friday, September 9, 2022 at 10:30pm

This documentary charts the rise of Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, the comedian, 
actor, and entertainer who became the improbable wartime leader of Ukraine. For some he was 
the political lightweight, but in the last few weeks Zelensky's uncompromising stand - which has 
led to this current face off with Vladimir Putin - has transformed his image and popularity, both 
at home and abroad.


