
   
 

   
 

3rd Quarter FCC Report: July-September 2019 

 

JULY 

Wanderlust0702d Trt: 3:55 A new concept in theatre is coming to Tallahassee on July 18. Tom Flanigan 

reports it will take its audience on a literal journey to multiple performances in the course of a single 

evening. 

CitizensInitiatives7519CRD   TRT: 3:41   Floridians are working to gather signatures to get as many as 20 

proposed constitutional amendments on the 2020 ballot. But as Regan McCarthy reports a new law 

creates new barriers for moving so called citizens initiatives forward. 

FlHazing0703CR  TRT:  3:44    More people could be charged with felonies for hazing that results severe 

injury or death, to a felony. The state’s previous rules frustrated prosecutors for years, but as Lynn 

Hatter reports, the death of a Florida State University student prompted the change. 

Weather2way7819   TRT:2:52    Forecasters are predicting a strong chance of a tropical system 

developing in the Gulf by the end of the week. It could bring heavy rains and even flooding to the North 

Florida Panhandle. Regan McCarthy talked with Florida Public Radio meteorologist Jeff Huffman about 

what to expect. 

PoliceStation71019SS TRT: 2:00   The city of Tallahassee is moving forward with plans for a new police 

station. During a meeting Wednesday city commissioners got an update on 10 potential locations for the 

new space and gave staff direction for moving forward. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

JacksonDeptyArrest0710CC   TRT:  1:45    A former Jackson County Sheriff’s Deputy has his first 

appearance this morning after being arrested for planting drugs on hundreds of people and arresting 

them. 

MMJMarket0712      TRT 3:15      Florida courts have spoken and say the state’s medical marijuana 

distribution system is unconstitutional Blaise Gainey reports that could soon force the legislature and 

the industry to make changes.  

JacksonWesterArrest0712CR   TRT:   4:21    It sounds like something out of a crime drama. A dirty cop 

plants drugs on people, then arrests them. But that’s what state investigators say happened in one 

North Florida County. Lynn Hatter reports. 

Finanancialstormprep0712cr Trt: 4:01  The storm called “Barry” ultimately veered away from Florida’s 
Gulf Coast this week. But Tom Flanigan reports the close call to the region battered so mercilessly by last 
year’s Hurricane Michael had more than a few residents diving back into storm preparation mode. 

LadiesNight71219CRD   TRT: 3:05   Last month Florida Governor Ron DeSantis signed a bill aimed at 

promoting workforce training for students and adults. Recently the Tallahassee Community College 

Manufacturing Center hosted a ladies’ night to ensure women know those opportunities are open for 

them too. Regan Mccarthy has more… 

 



   
 

   
 

GillumMorganFight0715v     TRT:   1:05         Former Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum and high-

powered attorney John Morgan are once again sparring. Morgan continues to slam Gillum over the 

former Democratic gubernatorial nominees use of money left over from Gillum’s failed 2018 bid. Lynn 

Hatter has more. 

BonusPaySuit0716ss   TRT 2:04   A class action lawsuit against the Florida Department of Education 

claims teachers weren’t fully paid bonuses they were promised. Ryan Dailey  reports the embattled Best 

& Brightest bonus program is once again under fire. 

HouseWeed0716d TRT 02:35   The Florida House wants a say in a lawsuit challenging the 

constitutionality of state medical marijuana regulations. WFSU’s Shawn Mulcahy reports the chamber's 

lawyers asked a Tallahassee appeals court Tuesday for a chance to intervene. 

Davidkirby0716d Trt: 4:47 A Florida State University English professor has many accomplishments to 

celebrate during his half-century at the Tallahassee campus.  But, as Tom Flanigan reports, David Kirby 

remains just as excited about each new semester as he was when he was starting out back in 1969. 

BCUAccreditation0717CR         TRT: 4:50     Florida will soon have a new statue in Washington D.C.’s 

statuary hall. Education advocate and Civil Rights Pioneer Mary McLeod Bethune will have a place 

among American founders, explorers, inventors and Presidents. Bethune’s statue replaces that of 

Edmund Kirby Smith—a decision approved by the Florida legislature in 2018 and recently agreed to by 

Gov. Ron DeSantis. But Lynn Hatter reports, as the changeover looms in D.C., the University that bears 

McLeod’s name is fighting for its life.  

HurricanePanel0718ss   TRT 1:27   Now nine months after Hurricane Michael, discussions concerning 

response to future deadly storms continue. Ryan Dailey reports one panel discussion brought law 

enforcement, weather experts and politicians together. 

CeskaCase0719CR           TRT 3:43          A Crawfordville man is accused of physically, verbally and sexually 

abusing his two adopted daughters. The 22-year-old twins say 58-year-old Mirko Ceska and his wife, 

Regina have been abusing them for years up until their alleged escape on July first. WFSU’s Blaise Gainey 

attended Ceska’s bail hearing Wednesday and has the details on the case.  

ApolloEngineer0719   TRT 6:51  On the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 mission that put men on the 

moon, one engineer who worked on the project is reflecting on what it meant for the country and 

spaceflight. Ryan Dailey recently spoke with Duane Mitchell, who turned 90 just a week ago. Mitchell 

was at his Tallahassee home with his daughter, Carol. 

HurricaneMentalPrep71919CRD   TRT: 3:33   The standard line for hurricane preparation is to stockpile 

enough food and water to last at least a few days following a major storm. But as Regan McCarthy 

reports some say one important aspect is often left out of hurricane prep—mental health. 

 SafetyEd0722v            TRT: 1:00            A statewide Grand Jury investigating school safety says 

“numerous” districts aren’t complying with school security laws. The report comes weeks before the 

start of a new school year. Lynn Hatter has more.  

LocalEconomy0722  TRT 1:49   After a strong start to the year, local economic growth has hit a snag in 

key sectors, according to the Tallahassee Economic Index. Ryan Dailey has more. 



   
 

   
 

BayCountyTaxes72419SS   TRT: 1:48   Taxes are likely on the rise for Bay County homeowners. 

Commissioners have approved a tentative tax rate that’s a 14 percent increase over the current year’s 

rate. Commissioners are quick to point out that number hasn’t been finalized and as Regan McCarthy 

reports they’re hoping to reduce it before passing a final budget in the fall. 

ElectricCoOp0724ss    TRT 1:59  Electric Cooperatives from Northwest Florida and beyond have shifted 

their focus to hurricane preparedness as the season is underway. Ryan Dailey has more. 

Hurricane0724s     TRT: 1:56         The first named Hurricane of the 2019 Season skipped Tallahassee but 

officials say the season is just getting started. They’re urging everyone – and especially people who are 

elderly and disable to get prepared in case of a natural disaster. Wednesday Blaise Gainey attended one 

of the city’s presentations at the Tallahassee Senior Center. 

SchoolSafety0725s      TRT 1:02   The way some school districts are choosing to comply with bolstered 

safety measures has U.S. Senator Rick Scott upset. Blaise Gainey reports Scott explained the problem to 

the Senate Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Committee hearing on enhancing school safety. 

HempConfusion0725d  04:23  State officials have heralded hemp as a new wonder crop.  But the plant’s 

recent legalization is complicating efforts to enforce marijuana-related charges. WFSU’s Shawn Mulcahy 

reports the new law has left police and prosecutors alike scrambling for a solution. 

RubinRemoved0725d   TRT 2:30  Ronald Rubin was ousted from his role as Commissioner of the state 

Office of Financial Regulation by the Florida Cabinet Thursday. Ryan Dailey reports it was the result of 

sexual harassment allegations, but Rubin is claiming there were political motivations at play. 

MSDSafetyDatabase0726CR   TRT:   5:16   Some three-dozen groups are asking Governor Ron DeSantis 

to stop the build of a massive database to track disciplinary and mental health issues. The database is a 

year overdue and was ordered following the Parkland school massacre last year. And as Lynn Hatter 

reports, it’s just one of the difficulties the state is having with its new school safety laws. 

FLHemp0726cr                     TRT: 3:34         The State Hemp Advisory Committee is trying to kick start 

Florida’s Hemp industry. One of its first steps is to create rules. Florida’s Director of Cannabis Holly Bell 

spoke to WFSU’s Blaise Gainey on how that process will move forward.  

Summit 8619SS   TRT:1:43   Leon County has one of the poorest zip codes in the state of Florida. In an 

effort to address that the county is conducting a “needs assessment.” Meanwhile, area residents are 

teaming up to brain storm solutions with community leaders in a series of meetings called the 32304 

Prosperity for All Summits. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

ScamCalls0726CR   TRT  2:30   Are you being inundated with robocalls? Americans got more than 26 

billion of them last year. Now, a massive bill that passed the U.S. House this week would attempt to put 

an end to fraudulent calls and text messages. Gina Jordan spoke with a Florida congressman who’s 

helping spur the effort. 

FlElexHack0729ss  TRT: 1:16     Florida was one of 21 states that had its election systems targeted by 

Russia and affiliated actors in 2016. A recently released bi-partisan Senate Intelligence Committee 

report only refers to Florida twice. But Lynn Hatter reports an entity with circumstances similar to 

Florida’s emergences dozens of times in the document and is known as “State 2”. 



   
 

   
 

MOUSigned0729ss     TRT: 2:08     The Leon County School Board and the South City Foundation have 

entered into an agreement to revitalize the area. The community is one of the most troubled 

neighborhoods in Tallahassee, with nearly 70 percent of residents living under the poverty level. The 

revitalization involves creating mixed-income housing, enhancing the education system, and providing 

health and wellness programs and facilities to the area. As Blaise Gainey reports this agreement was one 

of the final steps for South City to work with Purpose Built Communities.  

DemsUSMCA0729d  TRT 2:46   Florida’s state and congressional Democratic leaders are ripping 

President Donald Trump’s new North American trade agreement and Chinese tariffs. Ryan Dailey reports 

Dems say Florida’s farmers will feel the effects. 

Alexandriagothe0725d Trt: 4:23 A Tallahassee woman who has assumed a unique character and 

appearance has won an international title through that portrayal.  At the same time, as Tom Flanigan 

reports, she’s connecting with people who have been bullied and degraded. 

Flagulfatlantic0729d  Trt: 4:13 Tallahassee has been a railroad town almost since its founding.  Tom 

Flanigan reports a new owner has now taken over that historic rail line. 

AssaultBan0730ss                   TRT: 2:30          What sounds really simple is turning out to be a lot more 

complicated than perhaps sponsors of an assault weapon ban thought. Blaise Gainey reports state 

estimators are struggling to define what the wording of the proposed ban would mean should it pass.  

Smokeybirthday0731ss  Trt: 2:57 One of America's oldest and best-known symbols has made it to the 

three-quarters-of-a-century mark.  Tom Flanigan reports Wakulla Springs State Park will be the location 

for the local celebration this Saturday, August 3. 

MoodyAppealFried0731ss   TRT 1:38  Last week, a circuit court judge ruled that a Florida law imposing 

penalties on local governments for preempting state gun laws is unconstitutional. Ryan Dailey reports 

the state’s attorney general has filed an appeal, but Florida’s agriculture commissioner is crying foul. 

 

August 

PrimaryElexImpact0801ss   TRT 1:05  A ballot initiative that has the potential to be on the 2020 ballot 

wants to allow any registered voter to cast a vote in primary elections. Ryan Dailey reports state 

estimators are working to ballpark the cost of doing so. 

Newchorusdirector0801ss  Trt: 2:17  The Tallahassee Community Chorus now faces a future without its 

legendary director, Dr. Andre Thomas, who retired earlier this year.  But, as Tom Flanigan reports the 

group has now tapped a former member to take over the podium. 

Newchorusdirector0801ss TRT 2:17  The Tallahassee Community Chorus now faces a future without its 

legendary director, Dr. Andre Thomas, who retired earlier this year.  But, as Tom Flanigan reports the 

group has now tapped a former member to take over the podium.  

Abort080119cr        TRT 2:15          The First District Court of Appeal has reversed a ruling that declared a 

2015 law requiring a one-day wait before an abortion unconstitutional. Blaise Gainey reports the 

American Civil Liberties Union is preparing for court once again.  



   
 

   
 

HempLabTesting0802CR   TRT:   4:47   Florida’s state-run crime labs don’t have the ability to determine 

whether a product is weed, CBD or hemp. And the issue is stopping law enforcement in its tracks. Lynn 

Hatter reports officials say the state’s new hemp law is creating a patchwork of enforcement efforts and 

will likely need the legislature to step in. 

AllVotersVote0802cr  TRT 4:27    A proposed citizens ballot initiative to let all voters, regardless of party 

affiliation, vote in primary elections could be headed to the 2020 ballot. Ryan Dailey spoke with one of 

its sponsors, who believes the move would change the way Florida politicians campaign.  

BCUChrite0805d                          TRT: 1:20         Bethune Cookman University is one of four Historically 

Black Colleges and Universities in Florida. The school is on probation with the Southern Association of 

Colleges and Schools, an accrediting body for universities. WFSU’s Blaise Gainey spoke with BCU 

President Brent Chrite(Krite) about the issue, during an HBCU meeting Monday in Tallahassee. 

EDRReview0806d            TRT 2:57       Florida’s Office of Economic and Demographic Research known as 

EDR is tasked with predicting outcomes of proposed legislation, new laws, or constitutional 

amendments. But a new law has now changed how much work goes into predicting petition initiatives. 

EDR’s Coordinator Amy Baker spoke about what the changes mean. 

Pyramidplayers0806ss Trt: 2:47  A yearly treat for fans of the visual and performing arts takes place this 
coming Sunday evening at The Moon in Tallahassee.  Tom Flanigan reports it’s a showcase for some very 
special artists. 

MaddoxHearing0806d  TRT: 3:56  Former city commissioner Scott Maddox and Downtown 

Improvement Authority head Paige Carter Smith pleaded guilty to federal corruption charges Tuesday. 

Ryan Dailey has more on what’s next for the disgraced city officials, and whether a larger corruption 

probe is ongoing. 

SafeSchools8919CRD   trt: 2:42   As students across the state prepare to head back to school, ensuring 
their safety in the classroom is top of mind for teachers, administrators, law enforcement and state 
leaders. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

Substitutedatabase0809cr     trt: 4:57    Currently, the state Department of Education does not keep a 
complete database of all substitute teachers in the state. But Ryan Dailey reports one violent tragedy in 
Tallahassee last year has raised concerns, and a push for better record-keeping at the state level.        

Portstjoemichaelcr   trt: 4:28   Ten months after Hurricane Michael communities in the Big Bend are still 
struggling to recover. But in the small city of Port St. Joe, big changes are coming and not everyone is on 
board. Robbie Gaffney has more. 

Tyndall350808cr    trt: 3:14      After Hurricane Michael ripped through the panhandle last year it left 
much of the area battered and beaten. One of the most impacted counties is Bay, where Tyndall Air 
Force Base is located. The base suffered nearly $5 billion dollars in damage. But officials at the base used 
the disaster as a chance to rebuild for the future. Blaise Gainey reports their hope was that the Air Force 
would bring in F35 fighter jets and that plan has now paid off. 

MedicaidFraud0808v              TRT: 1:00      Based on referrals from the Florida Department of Children 

and Families four arrests have been made in North Florida relation to exploiting seniors and disabled 

individuals. Blaise Gainey has the details. 



   
 

   
 

GadsdenManufacture0808ss  TRT 1:54  Gadsden County officials say the expansion of a new wood 

treatment facility represents new jobs and an influx of new revenue. Ryan Dailey reports the county’s 

development council courted the company with incentives. 

Telehealthfridaycap(1)    trt: 4:03          First Lady Casey DeSantis has prioritized expanding access to 
mental health services to residents’ across the state.  As part of her campaign called “Hope for Healing,” 
she announced yesterday that K-12 students in every public school across six Northwest Florida counties 
will have virtual access to mental health evaluations and counseling. Capital Reporter Valerie Crowder 
reports state leaders chose to focus on the region because of an increased need for services in the wake 
of Hurricane Michael… 

ReptileKillings0809CR    trt:  3:57        When Florida wildlife leaders effectively declared “open season” 
on iguanas, they called for the animals to be killed on private property. And just this week, they doubled 
down on python eradication. Both animals are considered invasive species in Florida, but recent and 
past issues with how the animals have been killed has led to accusations of animal cruelty. The state 
says all killings have to be done “humanely”. But, what does that actually mean? Lynn Hatter examines 
the issue. 

MDXLaw0809s      TRT: 1:04     Leon County Circuit Court Judge John Cooper ruled Friday that a state law 

abolishing the Miami-Dade Expressway Authority known as MDX is unconstitutional. Blaise Gainey has 

more. 

SubstituteDatabase0809cr  TRT 4:57  Currently, the state Department of Education does not keep a 

complete database of all substitute teachers in the state. But Ryan Dailey reports one violent tragedy in 

Tallahassee last year has raised concerns, and a push for better record-keeping at the state level. 

Drowsychaperone0812d  Trt: 3:14 Theatre Tallahassee stages a play within a play for its upcoming 

production.  Tom Flanigan reports this is a show that operates on nearly as many levels as the elevators 

in a New York skyscraper. 

Thursdaynightmusic0813d  Trt: 3:29 Most communities are lucky if they have one regularly performing 

big band.  Tallahassee is fortunate enough to have two.  Tom Flanigan reports one of these will be giving 

a special performance this week at Florida State’s Ruby Diamond Concert Hall. 

RyanPetley2Way0813d  TRT 5:35  A critical error in Leon County Schools’ transportation software 

caused bus routes to change and buses to be late in dropping students off so far this week. Ryan Dailey 

sat down with district spokesman Chris Petley, who broke down why the problems occurred – and what 

the district is doing about it. 

WashSquare0813d     TRT:  2:40    Companies investing in building Tallahassee’s first and only four-star 

hotel may back out if construction doesn’t start back up soon. The development of Washington Square 

started in August of 2018 and was expected to be finished by September of 2020. The project is stalled 

because Fairmont Tallahassee LLC, the projects landowner is in a disagreement with the City of 

Tallahassee over a parking easement. Blaise Gainey has the details. 

TransportationChanges0814ss TRT 1:37 After a software error caused confusion and delays with bus 

routes, Leon County Schools is making changes. Ryan Dailey has more. 

MSDDayTwo0815s                    TRT: 1:05           Ryan Petty thinks Broward County didn’t do enough to 

protect victims of the 2018 Parkland school shooting. His daughter was among those who were killed. 



   
 

   
 

During the public safety commission meeting today, he questioned Broward Superintendent Robert 

Runcie about school safety. Blaise Gainey has the details. 

Domiawards0815d  trt: 3:41 When it comes to awards, people who start and grow their own businesses 
are often overlooked.  A Tallahassee new business incubator now aims to change that. 

FAMUEval0816V   trt:   1:10     Florida A&M University’s Board of Trustees says President Larry Robinson 

is meeting or exceeding expectations. That, according to the board’s latest review of the president’s 

performance. Lynn Hatter has more. 

AssaultGun0816CR                 TRT: 2:44            Earlier this month the state’s financial impact estimating 

group struggled to define certain portions of a proposed constitutional amendment that would ban 

assault weapons. Friday the group met again, this time they invited the petition sponsor to help clarify 

portions of the proposal. Blaise Gainey has the details. 

MarijuanaProsecution0816cr  TRT 3:01  The U.S. Attorney for Florida’s Northern District says he’s 

willing to review and prosecute marijuana cases that the state attorney will not. Ryan Dailey reports the 

move comes after State Attorney Jack Campbell said last month he's pressing pause on prosecuting 

marijuana cases in light of a new hemp law. 

Palavertree0819d  Trt: 4:04 The dramatic arts have had a long and glorious history in Leon, Jefferson 

and Gadsden counties, but not so much in Wakulla County.  But now, as Tom Flanigan reports, a Wakulla 

County native son is breaking creative ground with his Crawfordville theatre. 

RestorativeJustice0819ss  TRT  1:43  Restorative justice practices are built on the idea of allowing 

victims and offenders to communicate. The goal is to help victims heal and offenders to reform. Ryan 

Dailey reports there’s a push to triple such programs in Florida. 

BoyntonLawsuit0820d   TRT 3:05  A lawsuit has been filed against the City of Tallahassee, claiming it 

didn’t follow its own procedure for closing public roads in the Boynton Still neighborhood. Ryan Dailey 

reports the suit comes as the City is clearing the area slated for the extension of FAMU Way. 

WashSquare0820d           TRT 1:36        The Washington Square project should be back underway soon 
after city of Tallahassee officials approved a settlement with the developers. Blaise Gainey has the more.  

Fentanyl0822d                  TRT 2:06            Wednesday the White House announced the federal 
government will be cracking down on international fentanyl trafficking. Fentanyl is a pain reliever used 
for treating severe pain, but in recent years the drug has been used recreationally - causing more than 
28,000 deaths in 2017. That’s more than half the deaths caused by opioids overall that year. Blaise 
Gainey spoke with a Florida Department of Law Enforcement Forensic Officer about the deadly drug. 

EdPrivatization0822CR   TRT:  6:28      Florida Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran isn’t shy about 
his support for charter schools and the state’s private school voucher program. He championed school 
choice policies during his stint in the legislature. But his placement as chief of the state’s education 
system, is beginning to worry public school leaders. Recent comments about the future of public 
education has raised alarm bells for supporters of traditional public schools. Lynn Hatter reports. 

SpecialSession82219SS   TRT: 2:21   Florida lawmakers have until Tuesday next week to say whether 

they support a special session on firearms legislation. Democrats have called for the move, but 60 



   
 

   
 

percent of the lawmakers in both chambers would have to back it—an unlikely outcome in the state’s 

GOP controlled legislature. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

MaddoxCandidate0823cr  TRT 3:14  Former Tallahassee City Commissioner Scott Maddox has been 

removed from office by Governor Ron DeSantis. Maddox pleaded guilty to federal corruption charges. 

But the one-time state Democratic Party chair remains an active candidate for a state senator seat. Ryan 

Dailey spoke with several elections experts about what would bar candidates from getting onto a ballot. 

FelonVote0823C                     TRT 1:59                        After a new law allowing some felons to regain the 

right to vote went into effect, the American Civil Liberties Union filed a federal lawsuit calling the law 

unconstitutional. The group says the implementing bill doesn’t follow an amendment passed by voters. 

And argues the laws’ financial obligations create a poll tax and cut the amount of eligible felons in half. 

WFSU’s Blaise Gainey caught up with Tampa Republican Representative Jamie Grant who drafted the 

bill. 

ERA0826d                           TRT 2:29                  Monday makes it 99 years since congress cemented the 

right for women to vote was amended into the U.S. Constitution. Women across the nation used the day 

to push for another amendment the Equal Rights Amendment to be ratified. Blaise Gainey has more. 

DozierSchool0826d   TRT 2:50  University of South Florida anthropologists are planning to take another 

look at the grounds of the infamous Dozier School for Boys. Ryan Dailey reports the move comes after a 

search for “anomalies” on the property turned up mostly tree roots. 

 Heartwalk0827ss  Trt: 2:52 The Big Bend Heart Walk is just a few weeks away.  But there’s still time to 

organize a team to help fight the nation’s number one cause of death and disability. 

JeffersonCoachFired0827s   TRT:  1:21     Jefferson County fired its popular football coach at the start of 

the month, but didn’t give a reason. Now Lynn Hatter reports a documentary about the Jefferson 

County School System and its transition into the state’s first charter school district is shedding light on 

why LeRoy Smith was removed. 

JeffersonCharter2Way_0828CR    TRT: 6:50     In 2017, Jefferson County became the state's first charter 

school district. The move came amid pressure from the Florida Department of Education, and followed a 

decade of poor student performance and financial struggles for the small, rural district of fewer than 

800 students. In the first year, Jefferson saw its school grade jump from an F to a B, before later being 

revised down to a C. Last year, it’s elementary school earned a D. A new documentary from Florida 

Public Media station WLRN and reporter Jessica Bakeman takes a closer look at what happened behind 

the scenes in the run-up to that conversation, and how it's working for students and their families. Lynn 

Hatter speaks with Bakemen about her reporting on Jefferson County Schools. 

OpioidTaskForce0828d      TRT:    3:27        In Florida an estimated 17 people die every day from opioid 

abuse. To combat the issue, Attorney General Ashely Moody and Governor Ron DeSantis have created a 

new state-wide task force. The group is charged with developing best practices for opioid abuse 

prevention through education, treatment and law enforcement. WFSU’s Blaise Gainey spoke with two 

recently appointed board members about how they hope to help. 



   
 

   
 

EnergyChoiceLanguage0828d   TRT 2:09    The Florida Supreme Court is weighing approval of ballot 

language for a proposed amendment that would deregulate and open up competition for investor-

owned utility companies. Ryan Dailey reports justices heard oral arguments Wednesday. 

ACLUonFelonVote0829CR                 TRT 3:05              The American Civil Liberties Union is challenging the 

constitutionality of a law that allows certain felons to vote, but requires them to pay any fees associated 

with their sentence first. Critics call the new rule a poll tax. But the bill’s author argues he simply 

followed the language voters approved in a 2018 amendment. Now the Judge presiding over the case is 

questioning whether the amendment itself violates the constitution. WFSU’s Blaise Gainey spoke with 

ACLU lawyer Julie Ebenstein [Eh-ben-steen] to get the groups view. 

ArmstrongEnergyChoice0830cr2Way   TRT: 6:07  A proposed amendment to Florida’s constitution 

would deregulate and open up competition for investor-owned utility companies. This week, attorneys 

for the amendment’s backers faced tough questions from the Florida Supreme Court about its ballot 

language. Brian Armstrong is an attorney who has decades of experience representing utilities, not only 

in Florida, but in New York and New Jersey.  He spoke with Ryan Dailey about what’s dubbed the Florida 

Energy Choice initiative. 

Aliaward0830d  Trt: 3:42 It’s not every day that a Tallahasseean wins an international humanitarian 

award.  Particularly if that Tallahasseean is an enterprising young woman who has yet to see her 30th 

birthday.   

MentalHealth83019CRD   TRT: 3:46   With the number of prisoners requiring mental health treatment 

on the rise, Florida Attorney General Ashley Moody is asking stakeholders to weigh in on possible 

solutions. Regan McCarthy has more…. 

 

September 

ArchibaldTW     TRT: 4:30   Emmy-winning actor and Tallahassee native Tony Hale is debuting a series 

September 6th on Netflix. It’s called Archibald’s Next Big Thing. He stars and executive produces the 

show, which is based on a children’s book he wrote five years ago. The story is about a chicken named 

Archibald whose insecurities about his future cause him to miss out on wonderful events happening 

right in front of him. Hale grew up in Tallahassee and often comes back to visit, especially for events 

involving Young Actors Theatre. He chatted with Gina Jordan this week as he was driving to his Archibald 

office at Dreamworks Animation in Los Angeles. 

WakullaAirport0903d   TRT 2:54   Legislators representing Wakulla County heard from its residents on 

Tuesday about their priorities for the coming legislative session. Ryan Dailey reports one hot issue is the 

creation of an airport authority. 

PearceComments0904d   TRT 2:14   Wakulla Superintendent Bobby Pearce seemed to have some harsh 

words for Florida’s top education officials this week. Ryan Dailey reached out to Pearce to get 

clarification on what he meant. 

Purplewilliejam0905ss  Trt: 3:03  A musical fund-raiser for the Alzheimer’s Association takes place in 

Tallahassee next Friday.  Tom Flanigan says the event is also a tribute to the event organizer’s father 

who was claimed by the disease. 



   
 

   
 

MoneyOutlookandTourism91319CRD   TRT: 3:39  Florida’s tourism numbers are growing. They’re high 

enough to make up for other industries—like construction that the state’s chief economist says are 

lagging. But as lawmakers stare down a tight budget year and a projected economic slowdown the 

questions becomes—how long can tourism compensate? Regan McCarthy has more 

GunsOnCampus9519CRD   TRT: 3:30   As mass shootings continue to rock the country, Florida 

lawmakers say more needs to be done to ensure students are safe. For some that means allowing more 

guns on college campuses. But as Regan McCarthy reports for many students at Florida State University 

that proposal leads to more feelings of fear than safety. 

Goodwoodwellness0906d  Trt: 3:47 Tallahassee’s Goodwood Museum and Gardens will be hosting a 

very different kind of event on Sunday, September fifteenth.  Tom Flanigan reports it will a day-long 

exploration of healthier living. 

 SUFSTuthill2Way0906CR  TRT:  4:51     Florida’s largest and oldest tax credit scholarship funding 

organization is on track to top a billion dollars soon. It’s got 200-thousand applications for scholarships 

from families looking to send their kids to private schools. It’s been at the forefront of Florida’s efforts to 

diversity school options, often putting it at odds with critics who see it as a drain on traditional public 

schools. Lynn Hatter sat down with Step Up For Students President Doug Tuthill, who says choice, isn’t 

going anywhere. The new question, he says, is one of equity. 

911TW091019     TRT:  6:03    As we come upon the 18th anniversary of the September 11, 2001 

terrorist attacks, many young adults don’t know much about the attacks or how the culture in America 

changed afterward. Tallahassee native Christina Ray Stanton has been a resident of New York City for 

more than 25 years. Gina Jordan tells us she recently published a book about her experience on 9/11 

and how it transformed her life.   

Loco4love0910d  Trt: 3:52  This weekend, Tallahassee’s Railroad Square will turn into a living history 

celebration of the many great cultures that gave birth to Florida.  Tom Flanigan reports the festival will 

also feature a rollicking battle between two of the greatest writers in the English and Spanish languages. 

SabalPalmCommunitySchool09112Way    TRT:  5:01      Leon County School’s announced the Sabal Palm 

Community School Partnership last year, but this week, was the official unveiling of the program. 

Director Anna Kay Hutchinson is the partnership’s director. She says the goal of the program is to uplift 

not just a school, but a community that’s been forgotten for too long. That’s being done through 

partnerships between the Leon School District, Florida A&M and Florida State University, and the 

Children’s Home Society. Lynn Hatter spoke with Kay about the community school initiative and what 

the plans are for the area. 

DefenseAlliance0912   TRT 3:16   Some board members of the Florida Defense Alliance are irked they 

can’t get any face time with Governor Ron DeSantis. Ryan Dailey reports the issue came to a head during 

a Thursday conference call held by the group. 

Seminolecleanup0913ss  trt: 1:37  More than a dozen groups will be taking part in this Saturday's 

Shoreline Clean-Up, hosted by Keep Tallahassee Beautiful.  One of those groups is made up of 

community-minded Florida State University students. 



   
 

   
 

EducationEquity0913CR  TRT:   4:40     In recent weeks a common theme has emerged from two of 

Florida’s top education leaders: Addressing equity in education. Lynn Hatter sat down with Fed Ingram, 

President of the state’s largest teachers union, the Florida Education Association. She also spoke with 

Doug Tuthill, President of the biggest corporate tax scholarship program, Step Up for Students to discuss 

the issue. For people usually on different sides of education policy, both are deeply invested in 

promoting equity in public education. But what does equity look like?  Here’s part of those 

conversations. 

Apalachicolabiosphere0619d   Trt: 3:29    For the second time, the sprawling combination of land and 

water known as the “Apalachicola Biosphere” has received international recognition.  Tom Flanigan 

reports it’s one of only seven hundred locations in the entire world to be so honored. 

CrimeStoppersGuns0916s  TRT:  1:03  The Panhandle Crime Stoppers chapter is running out of tickets 

for its newest fundraiser. It’s down to less than 200 tickets remaining in its first “gun-a-day giveaway.” 

And Lynn Hatter reports the chapter wants to make the fundraiser an annual event. 

FloridaHemp0917ss    TRT 1:24    Florida’s Cannabis Director Holly Bell says permits for growing hemp 

could be issued at the beginning of 2020. Ryan Dailey has more. 

Godspell0918d Trt: 4:40 A revived and updated version of a message musical from the 1970s is set to 

take the stage in Tallahassee next week.  Tom Flanigan sat down with two of the main cast members 

from the local production of Godspell 

HurricaneConstruction91819SS   TRT: 1:45   It’s taking residents in the Panhandle longer to recover after 

Hurricane Michael than it typically takes after a hurricane hits Florida. That’s something the state’s chief 

economist says lawmakers should keep in mind as they start thinking about next year’s state budget. 

Regan McCarthy reports 

RenewableEnergy0918d    TRT 1:59   A bill to put Florida on a path toward 100 percent renewable 

energy by 2050 has again been filed for the coming session. Ryan Dailey reports though the measure 

died last year, its sponsors are hopeful a “shift in tone” by Republicans is a good sign. 

HempWrap0920cr    TRT 4:39   The state of Florida is refining draft rules for its hemp program, which 

officials expect to become a multi-million dollar business within a year. Ryan Dailey reports. 

Sexassaultclinic0924d Trt: 3:16  The incidence of sexual assault in America remains at distressingly high 

levels.  Now two Florida State University graduate students are trying to help local victims with the 

healing and recovery process. 

Suegallagher0924d trt: 3:34  More than 300 people, including most of the Capital City's government and 

organizational leaders, jammed the Civic Center ballroom on the afternoon of Monday, Sept. 23.  Tom 

Flanigan says what followed was two hours of tough talk on race. 

MethCrisis0924D    TRT: 3:33     As Florida continues battling an opioid abuse crisis, another, largely 

forgotten drug has ramped up in North Florida—meth. Sherneka Streater reports, its low cost, and 

relative ease of access, is making it harder for local law enforcement: agencies to control. 



   
 

   
 

 TeacherPay0924s TRT: 1:14     State officials appear to be giving serious consideration to increasing 

teacher salaries next year. The Tampa Bay Times reports the department of education recently spoke 

with six school district superintendents about the issue. Lynn Hatter has more. 

Craigjohnson0925d Trt: 4:01 Tales of the American West have been popular since at least the U-S Civil 

War.  Tom Flanigan reports one of the most celebrated modern writers of Western stories will be 

coming to Tallahassee October 2nd. 

FLVaping  TRT: 3:42   Now Brittany Jarret reports, as vaping makes national headlines, more 

Florida lawmakers are bringing their agenda and policies to the forefront even as the CDC says 

it’s not determined what products are causing the problems.   

Specialolympics0927d trt: 3:08 There are many ways to support the Special Olympics program. But Tom 

Flanigan reports there’s a newly created gala that’s set to help our Leon County’s Special Olympics. 

TeacherPayTalk0927CR  TRT:  4:08     Could Florida teachers get a long awaited raise this year? 

Governor Ron DeSantis, Education Commissioner Richard Corcoran, and Senate Budget Chief 

Rob Bradley have all discussed it. And the state’s largest teacher’s union is calling for it. But as 

Lynn Hatter reports, there are plenty of questions about how and whether teachers will get 

anything. 

RedFlagOkay092819CRD   trt: 3:51    A Florida appeals court has rejected a constitutional challenge 
against the state’s Red Flag law. The policy lets law enforcement officers temporarily remove guns from 
the homes of people who are seen as a threat to themselves or others. Now, as Regan McCarthy reports 
some state lawmakers are looking into an expansion of the rule, while other have filed for a repeal. 

Israelcapreport0927cr  trt: 3:47  A special session has been called for the Florida Senate, to weigh the 
reinstatement or permanent removal of suspended Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel. Ryan Dailey 
reports a senate special master is recommending Israel’s reinstatement, amid Governor Ron DeSantis’ 
ongoing push to oust him. 

MarkelTrial2Way0930   TRT: 4:11     The third day of testimony in the slaying trial for former Florida 
State University Law Professor Dan Markel is underway. Blaise Gainey has been covering the case. He 
spoke with WFSU News Director Lynn Hatter about the case. 

 

 


