














UT Martin Department of Mass Media and Strategic Communications Awards 
April 15, 2021 

During Virtual Communications Department Awards Ceremony, UTM Student, Taylor Chunn 
was awarded the $250 WLJT-TV Student Broadcast Scholarship for 2020-2021. 

 



 



Communications Awards Ceremony – Thursday, April 15, 2021, via 
Zoom 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS/AWARDS 2021 Winner   
 

BROADCASTING: 
Stewart Byars Excellence in Radio Production Award: Dylan Ingram       
$500 to a student who excels in radio production     
(Funded by former colleagues Misty Menees and Chris Brinkley)  
 
Duke Drumm-WCMT Scholarship: Blaine McDonald     
$300 to an outstanding Broadcasting student       
  
    

Terry and Mitzi Hailey Award: Jasmine Youngblood    
$300 check to an outstanding Comm major involved in Broadcasting   
 
Dr. Gary Steinke WUTM Broadcasting Excellence Award:  Kayla Brooks      
$300 check (from WUTM) and name on perpetual plaque for  
WUTM’s most outstanding staff member. 
 
Tenn. Association of Broadcasters Award: Eden Miller      
$500 check each to two outstanding Broadcasting students. Colby Maclin 
 
West Tenn. PBS Scholarship: Taylor Chunn       
$250 scholarship to an outstanding Broadcasting student     
   
Country Radio Broadcasters Scholarship: Tatum Baldwin      
$1,000 to outstanding radio broadcasting student 
 
 
MEDIA DESIGN: 
Media Design Award:   Callie Dunlap     
$300 check to outstanding Media Design student 
(Funded by Drs. Collard, Nanney and Rutledge) 
 
Media Design IDEA Award: 1. Dylan Ingram       
$150 from Dr. Rutledge ($100 first place, $50 second place)  2. Madison Sisco 
(Information Design Excellence Award) 
 
NEW: Design Scholar Award: Jared Jordan     
$100 to two outstanding Media Design students Kaylee Michon   
(Funded by four MD alumni: Blake Barnes, Jennifer DeYeso Taylor, 
Erica McGregor Trout and Sarah Veazey) 
 

NEWS-ED: 
Dr. Nanney News Writing Competition Award:    Kaylee Michon      
$100 in cash from Dr. Nanney to any Communications major          
submitting 3 published articles for judging.   
      
Wayne Tansil Scholarship (forerunner to Bud Grimes in UR): Dylan Thomas    
$800 to an outstanding News-Editorial student        

     
Gail McCutchen Smith Editing Awards: Evan Parkhill         
$100 award each funded and chosen by Tomi McCutchen Taylor Larson      
in honor of her mother. For a student who shows 
excellence in copy editing, attention to detail and 



good news judgment. Preference is given to 
News-Editorial students.  

PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
Jeanna Swafford Public Relations Scholarships: Colby Maclin 
$300 each to two Jr./Sr. Public Relations Student(s) Martha “MJ” Hooper 

The University Relations Public Relations Workship: Antonia Steele 
$1,500 workship to a Public Relations student 

Faculty PReps Award: Veronica Kanka 
$100 check to an outstanding Public Relations student 
with excellent public speaking skills (Funded by Dr. Collard) 

Dr. Jerald Ogg Communication/Public Relations Erin Criswell 
Scholarships:  $1,000 to an outstanding PR student 
to help fund an internship or travel study. (Funded by Ogg Endowment) 

Charles Baird Non-Profit PR Scholarship: Dinah Saunders 
$500 funded by Andrew and Amy Brown to honor his grandfather, who 
devoted the last 40 years of his life (until age 95) to non-profit organizations 
in the U.S. and abroad. This goes to a student who has a heart for NPO. 

PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
Dorotha Norton Scholarship:  Antonia Steele 
$600 to outstanding public speaking student 

Dorotha and Robert Norton Scholarship: Sinahi Carrizales 
$500 to outstanding public speaking or voice and  
diction student who shows uncommon persistence to graduate 

ANY SEQUENCE (or more than one):

"Nick and Cathy Dunagan Team Spirit" Award: Alexis Millsaps 
($200 Check from Teresa Collard) 

M. Sue Kahle Excellence in Leadership Award: Kayla Brooks 
($200 check from Teresa Collard) 

Nanney-Segebarth Scholarship:  Michele Hughey 
$1,000 for any sequence. Preference given to outstanding 
local and/or non-traditional student.  
(Funded and chosen by Robert and Jeanie Nanney 
in memory of their parents.)    

Outstanding Non-Traditional Student Award: Melissa Marsee 
plaque and $300 check from Richard Robinson 

DEPARTMENTAL: 
Sophomore Scholarship (classification as of next fall) William Spencer 
$1,000 to a communications major  



Junior Scholarship  Dylan Ingram      
$1,000 to a communications major       
      
Senior Scholarship  Antonia Steele      
$1,000 to a communications major    
 
Freshman Scholarships                                                 Dr. Chara Van Horn Rylee Smith – Lexington HS 
$1,000 to three incoming freshmen Clarissa Spitzley   
                                                                                                                                        – Rossview HS (Clarksville)  
 Alexander Martin – Gibson Co. HS (Dyer) 
 
 
     
              

PLAQUES: 
Sr. Ambassador Award Alexis Millsaps      
For a senior who represents the best of our department 
 
Outstanding Senior Awards:    
Most outstanding seniors by sequence as chosen by the faculty 
 
Broadcasting  Kayla Brooks       
News-Editorial  Evan Parkhill   
Public Relations  Allie Cantrell   
Media Design  Callie Dunlap   
 
 

 



SCHOLARSHIPS/AWARDS 2022 Winner  Presenter 
 

BROADCASTING: 
Stewart Byars Excellence in Radio Production Award: Hannah Bilger Misty Menees      
$500 to a student who excels in radio production      
(Funded by former colleagues Misty Menees and Chris Brinkley)  
 
Duke Drumm-WCMT Scholarship: Blaine McDonald  Richard Robinson    
$300 to an outstanding Broadcasting student       
  
    

Terry and Mitzi Hailey Award: Eden Miller Richard     
$300 check to an outstanding major involved in Broadcasting   
 
Dr. Gary Steinke WUTM Broadcasting Excellence Award: Tatum Baldwin Richard 
$300 check (from WUTM) and name on perpetual plaque for  
WUTM’s most outstanding staff member. 
 
Tenn. Association of Broadcasters Award:  Baily Luther  Rodney Freed   
$500 check to an outstanding Broadcasting student.   
 
West Tenn. PBS Scholarship: Alexander Martin   Rodney   
$250 scholarship to an outstanding Broadcasting student      
   
Country Radio Broadcasters Scholarship:  Davis Gregory Richard  
$1,000 to outstanding radio broadcasting student 
 

MEDIA DESIGN: 
Media Design Award:   Dylan Ingram  Tracy Rutledge   
$300 check to outstanding Media Design student   
(Funded by Drs. Collard, Nanney and Rutledge) 
 
Design Scholar Award: Clarissa Spitzley Tracy 
$200 award to an outstanding Media Design student      
(Funded by four MD alumni: Blake Barnes, Jennifer DeYeso Taylor, 
Erica McGregor Trout and Sarah Veazey) 
 

NEWS-ED: 
Dr. Nanney News Writing Competition Award:     Callie Stone  Robert   
$100 in cash from Dr. Nanney to any major          
submitting 3 articles for judging.   
      
Wayne Tansil Scholarship (forerunner to Bud Grimes in UR):   Ryann Mushkin  Tomi McCutchen 
$700 ($35 each this time) to an outstanding News-Editorial student   Abby Coe       

   
Gail McCutchen Smith Editing Awards:   Antonia Steele Tomi    
$100 award funded and chosen by Tomi McCutchen        
in honor of her mother. For a student who shows 
excellence in copy editing, attention to detail and 
good news judgment. Preference is given to  
News-Editorial students.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PUBLIC RELATIONS: 



Swafford Public Relations Scholarships: Gracie Barber Robert  
$300 each to two Jr./Sr. Public Relations Student(s) Emily Pennington   
                       
Faculty PReps Award: M.J. Hooper Teresa       
$100 check to an outstanding Public Relations student      
with excellent public speaking skills (Funded by Dr. Collard) 
 
Dr. Jerald Ogg Communication/Public Relations  Colby Maclin Jerald   
Scholarships:  $1,000 EACH THIS TIME to an outstanding PR student  Rina Focht 
to help fund an internship or travel study. (Funded by Ogg Endowment)   
 
Charles Baird Non-Profit PR Scholarship:  Daariq Burton Andrew Brown      
$500 funded by Andrew and Amy Brown to honor his grandfather, who  Former faculty member   
devoted the last 40 years of his life (until age 95) to non-profit organizations 
in the U.S. and abroad. This goes to a student who has a heart for NPO. 
  
 

PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
Dorotha Norton Scholarship:  Callie Stone Art Hunt       
$600 to outstanding public speaking student       
    
Dorotha and Robert Norton Scholarship: Rina Focht Stacy Freed    
$500 to outstanding public speaking  
student who shows persistence to graduate 
 
 

ANY SEQUENCE (or more than one): 
"Nick and Cathy Dunagan Team Spirit" Award: Sinahi Carrizales Teresa Collard    
($200 Check from Teresa Collard) 
       
M. Sue Kahle Excellence in Leadership Award: Antonia Steele Teresa     
($200 check from Teresa Collard)  
 
Nanney-Segebarth Scholarship:  Will Spencer Robert 
$1,000 for any sequence. Preference given to outstanding     
local and/or non-traditional student.  
(Funded and chosen by Robert and Jeanie Nanney 
in memory of their parents.)    
 
Outstanding Non-Traditional Student Award: Melissa Virgin Richard    
plaque and $300 check from Richard Robinson 
 

DEPARTMENTAL:  
 
Freshman Scholarship (ALL THREE CONFIRMED) Katelyn Cohee – Renaissance HS, Franklin  
$1,000 to three incoming majors   
  Jennifer Wyatt – Jackson South HS, Jackson 
Chara Van Horn WILL ANNOUNCE ALL THREE 
  Bryce Sparks – Franklin HS, Franklin 
 
 
Sophomore Scholarship  Lauryn Davis  Angie Glunz 
$1,000 to a communications major           
 
   
Junior Scholarship   Colby Maclin  Angie     
$1,000 to a communications major       



      
Senior Scholarship   Kaylee Michon   Henri Giles 
$1,000 to a communications major    
 
     
              

PLAQUES (to be mailed): 
Sr. Ambassador Award  Sinahi Carrizales  Robert    
For major(s) who represents the best of our department  Blaine McDonald 
and help share our story  
 
Outstanding Senior Awards:    
Most outstanding seniors by sequence as chosen by the faculty 
 
Broadcasting   Tatum Baldwin Rodney      
News-Editorial   Ryann Mushkin Tomi   
Public Relations   Antonia Steele Jerald 
Media Design   Dylan Ingram Tracy     
 

 



2023 SCHOLARSHIPS/AWARDS Winner  Presenter 
 

BROADCASTING: 
Stewart Byars Excellence in Radio Production Award: Alex Martin  Donor or Richard   
$800 to a student who excels in radio production      
(Funded by former colleagues Misty Menees and Chris Brinkley)  
 
Duke Drumm-WCMT Scholarship: Callie Stone?   Donor or Richard    
$300 to an outstanding Broadcasting student       
  
    

Terry and Mitzi Hailey Award: Carson Alexander  Donor or Richard     
$300 check to an outstanding major involved in Broadcasting   
 
Dr. Gary Steinke WUTM Broadcasting Excellence Award: Davis Gregory Richard    
$300 check (from WUTM) and name on perpetual plaque for  
WUTM’s most outstanding staff member. 
 
Tenn. Association of Broadcasters Award: Colby Maclin Rodney        
$500 check to an outstanding Broadcasting student.   
 
West Tenn. PBS Scholarship:  Rodney        
$500 scholarship to an outstanding Broadcasting student Emily Qualls*     
 if allowed as check  
 
Country Radio Broadcasters Scholarship: Jared Davidson   Richard  
$1,000 to outstanding radio broadcasting student 
 

MEDIA DESIGN: 
Media Design Award:   Kaylee Michon  Tracy    
$300 check to outstanding Media Design student   
(Funded by Drs. Collard, Nanney and Rutledge) 
 
IDEA Award Clarissa Spitzley Tracy 
 
Design Scholar Award: Sarah Cornwell Tracy    
$200 award to an outstanding Media Design student      
(Funded by four MD alumni: Blake Barnes, Jennifer DeYeso Taylor, 
Erica McGregor Trout and Sarah Veazey) 
 
Outstanding Designer Award Dylan Ingram Tracy 
 

NEWS-ED: 
Dr. Nanney News Writing Competition Award:    Kaylee Michon Robert       
$100 in cash from Dr. Nanney to any major          
submitting 3 articles for judging.   
      
Wayne Tansil Scholarship (forerunner of Bud Grimes in UR): Will Spencer  Tomi  
$700 to an outstanding News-Editorial student           

   
Gail McCutchen Smith Editing Awards: Abby Coe Tomi    
$100 award funded and chosen by Tomi McCutchen        
in honor of her mother. For a student who shows 
excellence in copy editing, attention to detail and 
good news judgment. Preference is given to  
News-Editorial students.  
 
 



 

PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
Swafford Public Relations Scholarships: M.J. Hooper Jeanna Swafford    
$300 each to two Jr./Sr. Public Relations Student(s) Lexie Knox   
                       
Faculty PReps Award: Emily Pennington  Teresa      
$100 check to an outstanding Public Relations student      
with excellent public speaking skills (Funded by Dr. Collard) 
 
Dr. Jerald Ogg Communication/Public Relations Colby Maclin  Jerald   
Scholarships:  $1,000 to an outstanding PR student    
to help fund an internship or travel study. (Funded by Ogg Endowment)   
 
Charles Baird Non-Profit PR Scholarship:  NOT THIS YEAR        
$500 funded by Andrew and Amy Brown to honor his grandfather, who      
devoted the last 40 years of his life (until age 95) to non-profit organizations 
in the U.S. and abroad. This goes to a student who has a heart for NPO. 
 
University Relations Workship Emmy Reed? Bud Grimes 
$1,400 during fall and spring                       
  

PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
Dorotha Norton Scholarship:  Amarise Flores Chara        
$600 to outstanding public speaking student       
    
Dorotha and Robert Norton Scholarship: Lauryn Davis Stacy     
$500 to outstanding public speaking  
student who shows persistence to graduate 
 
 

ANY SEQUENCE (or more than one): 
"Nick and Cathy Dunagan Team Spirit" Award: Gracie Barber Teresa    
($200 Check from Teresa Collard) 
       
M. Sue Kahle Excellence in Leadership Award: Rina Focht Teresa    
($200 check from Teresa Collard)  
 
Nanney-Segebarth Scholarship:  Callie Stone  Jeanie 
$1,000 for any sequence. Preference given to outstanding     
local and/or non-traditional student.  
(Funded and chosen by Robert and Jeanie Nanney 
in memory of their parents.)    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



DEPARTMENTAL:  
Freshman Scholarships Hayden Meeks Natalie    
$1,000 to 3 MMSC majors Lincoln County HS 
(just mention the one attending) Fayetteville, Tenn. 
  (here with his parents) 
     
Sophomore Scholarship  Jerrianna Somerville Angie    
$1,000             
  
Junior Scholarship  Aubrey Malone   Chara       
$1,000         
 
Senior Scholarship   Kaylee Michon  Stacy 
$1,000            
    
 

INVOLVING PLAQUES: 
Outstanding Non-Traditional Student Award: Michele Hughey Richard      
plaque and $300 check from Richard Robinson 
 
Sr. Ambassador Award  Gracie Barber   Heather       
For majors who represent the best of our department Dylan Ingram    
and help share our story  Jared Zacharzuk 
 
Outstanding Senior Awards:    
Most outstanding seniors by concentration as chosen by the faculty 
and presented by concentration coordinators 
 
Broadcasting   Davis Gregory Rodney      
News-Editorial   Abby Coe Tomi   
Public Relations   Rina Focht Jessica 
Media Design   Dylan Ingram Tracy     
 

 



UT Martin Department of Mass Media and Strategic Communications Awards 
April 11. 2024 

West TN Public Television Council, Inc. Board Member, Rodney Freed, presented UTM Student, 
Jacob Sullivan, $1,000 WLJT-TV Student Broadcast Scholarship for 2023-2024. 



2024 SCHOLARSHIPS/AWARDS Winner 
Presenter 

BROADCASTING: 
Stewart Byars Excellence in Radio Production Award: Jared Davidson  Trudy Henderson 
$1,000 to a student who excels in radio production 
(Funded by former colleagues Misty Menees and Chris Brinkley) 

Terry and Mitzi Hailey Award: Lauryn Davis Donor or Richard  
$300 check to an outstanding major involved in Broadcasting 

Dr. Gary Steinke WUTM Broadcasting Excellence Award: Colby Maclin Richard 
$300 check (from WUTM) and name on perpetual plaque for 
WUTM’s most outstanding staff member. 

Tenn. Association of Broadcasters Award:  Baily Luther Rodney 
$500 check to an outstanding Broadcasting student. 

West Tenn. PBS Scholarship: Jacob Sullivan Rodney 
$1,000 scholarship to an outstanding Broadcasting student 

Country Radio Broadcasters Scholarship: Alex Martin Richard 
$1,000 to outstanding radio broadcasting student 

MEDIA DESIGN: (all funded by Tracy) 
Media Design Award:  Rylee Smith Tracy 
$300 check to outstanding Media Design student 

IDEA Award competition (won for Fall Recipes infographic)  Aubrey Abbott Tracy 
($100) 

Outstanding Designer Award (won for Plumeria Swimwear brand pckg) Rylee Smith Tracy 
($200) 

Design Scholar Award: Mekenzie Coleman Tracy 
$200 for excellent design skills and academic performance 
($200) 

JOURNALISM: 
Nanney News Writing Competition Award:   Jenifer Trimble Jeanie 
$100 in cash from Dr. Nanney to any major 
submitting 3 articles for judging.   

Wayne Tansil Scholarship (forerunner of Bud Grimes in UR): Aubrey Abbott Tomi 
$700 to an outstanding Journalism student 

Gail McCutchen Smith Editing Award: Sarah Cornwell Tomi 
$100 award funded and chosen by Tomi McCutchen 
in honor of her mother. For a student who shows 
excellence in copy editing, attention to detail and 
good news judgment. Preference is given to Journalism students. 



 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
Swafford Public Relations Scholarships:  Catey Henderson Jerald or Jeanna  
$300 each to two Jr./Sr. Public Relations Student(s)  Brandon Jones  
      
                       
Dr. Jerald Ogg Communication/Public Relations  Kierstin Davis   Jerald   
Scholarships:  $1,000 to an outstanding PR student    
to help fund an internship or travel study. (Funded by Ogg Endowment)   
 
University Relations Workship TBD LATER (after Bud interview)   
$1,400 during fall and spring     
 
Kent Landers PR Internship Scholarship: Aubrey Malone  Jessica  
$1,500. First preference is to support an outstanding PR student's  
expenses to complete international PR internships. Second preference  
is for internships at major US cities (NY, Atlanta, Chicago or LA). 
                   
  

PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
Dorotha Norton Scholarship:  Maddy Kennedy  Robert Norton   
$600 to outstanding public speaking student       
    
Dorotha and Robert Norton Scholarship: Lauryn Davis  Robert Norton  
$500 to outstanding public speaking  
student who shows persistence to graduate 
 

ANY CONCENTRATION (or more than one): 
Nanney-Segebarth Scholarship:  Catey Henderson   Jeanie 
$1,000 for any sequence. Preference given to outstanding     
local and/or non-traditional student.  
(Funded and chosen by Robert and Jeanie Nanney 
in memory of their parents.)    
 
Gary Steinke Scholarship:  Alex Martin Rodney   
A $1,250 scholarship to an outstanding MMSC  
major. It is funded by Dr. Gary Steinke. The scholarship is  
designed to help financially students who are involved 
in a major research/production project. 
 
 

DEPARTMENTAL:  
Freshman Scholarships Ryleigh Ulen (YOU-len) Natalie    
$1,000 to 3 MMSC majors Obion Co. Central HS 
(just mention the two who are attending) Troy, Tenn. 
  (here with her mother) 
 
  Ethan Tanner 
  Stewart Co. HS 
  Dover, Tenn. 
  (here with his mother) 
     
 
Sophomore Scholarship  Aubrey Abbott   Angie   
$1,000             
  
 



 
Junior Scholarship  J.J. Somerville   Henri    
$1,000         
 
Senior Scholarship  Alex Martin    Stacy 
$1,000            
    

INVOLVING PLAQUES: 
Ambassador Award  Lauryn Davis   Ashlee      
For majors who represent the best of our department Antonia Steele    
and help share our story    
 
Outstanding Senior Awards:    
Broadcasting   Alex Martin Rodney      
Public Relations   Colby Maclin Jessica 
Media Design   Mekenzie Coleman Tracy     










