
WPKN
Community Issues Report

Year: 2021
Quarter: Forth

October-December

The following list of WPKN programs represents the station’s most significant treatment
of community issues during this quarter:

Barricada
Day/Time: Saturday/11 AM

Duration: 2 hours

Frequency: weekly

Origin: local

Series Description
Host John Lugo and others cover public affairs and cultural issues of interest to the
Latin community locally and around the world. The program is in Spanish.

Here is the series description in Spanish:

Somos un equipo de trabajo, multietnico, organizadores comunitarios que buscamos a
travez de Barricada, llegar a la comunidad latina con un mensaje alternativo. Nuestra
meta es crear una red transnacional  de noticias para llevar semanalmente a nuestra
audiencia lo mas reciente de los sucesos por los que atraviezan nuestros pueblos.
Esos que estan al sur, al otro lado de la frontera.

Between the Lines
Day/Time: Thursday/7:30PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly



Origin: local

Series Description
WPKN’s award winning Between the Lines, hosted by Scott Harris, provides the
community a substantive progressive alternative to corporate news on a wide range of
subjects including war, health care, and free trade. The program serves as a networking
resource for communities fighting for social justice here in the U.S. and around the
world.  Every interview segment features phone numbers and websites to facilitate
contact between our audience and groups taking a stand on critical issues of the day.

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects
indicated:
*Progressives Win Round One in Infrastructure Showdown; William Rivers Pitt, senior
editor and lead columnist with Truthout.org; Producer: Scott Harris.
*Banks’ Immoral Investment in Fracking Leading to Climate Catastrophe; Tony
Ingraffea, a professor of civil and environmental engineering at Cornell University;
Producer: Melinda Tuhus.
*Investigation Exposes CIA Plot to Kidnap or Kill Wikileaks' Founder Julian Assange;
Kevin Gosztola
*Campaign Demands AT&T End Support for Extremist One America "News" Network;
Evan Feeney, Campaign Director with the group Color Of Change; Producer: Scott
Harris.
*The Great Strike of 2021: Millions of US Workers Abandon the Job Market; Jack
Rasmus, author of "The Scourge of Neoliberalism: US Economic Policy from Reagan to
Trump;" Producer: Scott Harris.
*“They Knew: The U.S. Government’s 50-Year Role in Causing the Climate Crisis;”
James Gustave “Gus” Speth has a 50-year career at the top echelons of the
environmental movement; Producer: Melinda Tuhus.
*Troubling Signs of Inaction From the January 6th Insurrection Investigation Ron Fein,
Legal Director with the group Free Speech For People Producer: Scott Harris
*The Role of the Military in the Global Climate Crisis Goes Largely Unaddressed Jodie
Evans, Co-Founder Code Pink Women for Peace Producer: Melinda Tuhus
*Biden Must Take Action to Vaccinate the Global South: No One is Safe Until We Are All
Safe Ben Levenson, Deputy Director of Justice is Global Producer: Scott Harris
* GOP's Embrace of Violence Endangers U.S. Democracy Ruth Ben-Ghiat, professor of
Italian and History at New York University Producer: Scott Harris
* With Freeze of Assets, Millions of Afghan Civilians Face Famine Kathy Kelly, life-long
nonviolence activist, co-coordinator of the Ban Killer Drones Campaign Producer: Scott
Harris
* The Sacrifice of Essential Workers During Pandemic Led to Mass Resignations and
Labor Strikes Mike Elk, Senior Labor Reporter & Founder of PayDayReport.com
Producer: Melinda Tuhus
* NATO Expansion Key to Understanding Rising Russia-Ukraine Tensions David Gibbs,
Professor of History at the University of Arizona Producer: Scott Harris



* Jeopardizing Press Freedom, UK Court OKs WikiLeaks Founder Julian Assange
Extradition to US Kevin Gosztola, managing editor of the news website
ShadowProof.com Producer: Scott Harris
* Connecting the issues of Human Health & Environmental Health to Protect Indonesia’s
Rainforest Kinari Webb, founder of the group Health In Harmony Producer: Melinda
Tuhus
*Joe Manchin Derails Biden's Build Back Better Human Infrastructure; Bill Scott
Desnoyers Medicare4All activist & a leader in the NY chapter of the Poor People's
Campaign; Producer: Scott Harris.
* New Report Finds US Financial Sector the 5th Biggest Emitter of CO2 in the World;
Adele Shraiman a Campaign Representative for the Sierra Club's Fossil-Free Finance
campaign; Producer: Melinda Tuhus.
* How Dark Money Bought a Supreme Court Seat; Andrew Perez, senior editor, and
reporter at The Daily Poster; Producer: Scott Harris.

Cosmic Perspective
Day/Time: 4th Saturday/10AM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin:  local

Series Description
In this science series, host Andy Poniros, a longtime space enthusiast, examines the
past, present and future of space exploration.  He also encourages local space
enthusiasts to explore the heavens with their own telescopes trained on the night sky.

Series issues: space exploration, astronomy, new technology

Counterpoint
Day/Time: Monday/8 PM

Duration: 2 hours

Frequency: weekly

Origin:  local

Series Description

http://www.wpkn.org/Hosts/andy-poniros/


In his series Counterpoint, host Scott Harris conducts in-depth interviews on a wide
range of political, economic and social topics with individuals and representatives of
organizations not ordinarily accessible to the community in the mainstream media.

Episodes
1) William Rivers Pitt, senior editor and lead columnist with Truthout.org, discusses his
coverage of the debate and current negotiations over the proposed $1.2 trillion
bipartisan infrastructure bill and the $3.5 trillion 'human infrastructure' Reconciliation bill
with a focus on the motives of House and Senate obstructionists and their campaign
contributors.
2) Christopher W. Shaw, author, historian and policy analyst, discusses
Trump-appointed Postmaster General Louis DeJoy's motive behind his policy to slow
down first-class mail, and previews his forthcoming book, "First Class: The U.S. Postal
Service Democracy and the Corporate Threat."
3) Kevin Gosztola, managing editor of the news website ShadowProof.com, discusses a
recent investigative report that exposed the CIA plot to kidnap and assassinate
WikiLeak’s founder Julian Assange.
4) Nicholas Grossman, Senior Editor Arc Digital and Professor of International Relations
at the University of Illinois talks about his recent article, "Tucker Carlson is Aiding
Anti-American Terrorists," as well as examining the limits of free speech.

1) A representative of the group Free Speech For People will discuss their views re: the
House and DOJ investigation into the pro-Trump January 6th attempted coup, and
efforts to invoke Section 3 of the 14th Amendment to bar Donald Trump from appearing
on the 2024 presidential election ballot.
2) Ben Levenson, Deputy Director of Justice is Global discusses his group's recent
all-night vigil to demand action from President Biden and his Coronavirus Response
Coordinator Jeffrey Zient, to do everything possible at the G20 summit meeting in Rome
to vaccinate the world against the coronavirus pandemic.
3) Bill Blum, a Los Angeles lawyer and a former state of California administrative law
judge, talks about his recent article, "It’s past time to call Trump and his movement what
they are: fascist," the progress of the House Jan. 6th investigation, and the right wing
majority on the U.S. Supreme Court.
4) Michael Zweig... Professor Emeritus, Former Director of the Center for the Study of
Working Class Life at the State University of New York at Stony Brook, reports on the
Poor People's Campaign's Moral Witness in Washington, D.C. on October 27th, that
called on politicians to protect and maximize the programs in President Biden's 'Build
Back Better' plan to expand health care, education, policies to address climate change
and immigrant rights.

1) Americans for Tax Fairness Executive Director Frank Clemente talks about the work
his group is doing to support President Biden's original blueprint for increasing taxes on
the wealthiest Americans and profitable corporations in his 'Build Back Better' plan
during this critical week of Congressional negotiations.
2) A representative of Greenpeace USA (TBA) will discuss the work they and other
climate/environmental groups are doing to preserve important climate provisions, such



as ending fossil fuel subsidies, in President Biden's 'Build Back Better' reconciliation
plan now being negotiated in Congress.
3) Edgar Villanueva, an activist and authority on social justice philanthropy, is founder
and principal of the Decolonizing Wealth Project and Liberated Capital. He'll talk about
the critical issues examined in his best selling book, "Decolonizing Wealth: Indigenous
Wisdom to Heal Divides and Restore Balance."
4) Alphecca Muttardy, a macroeconomist who worked for the International Monetary
Fund for 25 years, now Chair on Economic Policy with Our Revolution in Northern
Virginia and an activist with the Coalition for the National Infrastructure Bank, discusses
her group's recent efforts to establish a fully funded, public, national infrastructure bank
to pay for future national infrastructure project

1) Alison Gash, Associate Professor of Political Science at the University of Oregon and
Anne Rumberger, an activist with NYC for Abortion Rights and NYC-DSA, discuss their
views on recent oral arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court in the Dobbs v. Jackson
Women’s Health Organization case and the widely shared expectation that the
conservative majority on the court will overturn or severely erode the 1973 Roe v. Wade
ruling legalizing a woman's right to abortion. 2) Kay Tillow, Chair Kentuckians for Single
Payer Health Care discusses her group's concern re: the dangers of the Global
Professional Direct Contracting (GPDC) model, that's designed to privatize traditional
Medicare -- and the measures that President Biden and Congress can take to stop this
Medicare experiment that threatens the future of Medicare as we know it.
3) Suyapa Portillo Villeda, Associate Professor of Chicanx, Latinx and Transnational
Studies at Pitzer College will assess the recent presidential election in Honduras, the
historic role Washington has played in supporting undemocratic and corrupt Honduran
regimes -- and what we know about the Biden administration's response to the election
victory of progressive candidate Xiomara Castro.
4) Blair Bertaccini, a long time labor activist and former elected union officer in
Connecticut, talks about his recent trip to Venezuela to observe that nation's November
21st presidential election won by incumbent Nicolas Maduro, the effects of
U.S.-imposed economic sanctions and major accomplishments in building new housing.

CounterSpin
Day/Time: Monday/7:30 PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: national

Series Description
CounterSpin provides a critical examination of the major stories every week, and
exposes what the mainstream media might have missed in their own coverage.



CounterSpin highlights biased and inaccurate news; censored stories; sexism, racism
and homophobia in the news; the power of corporate influence; gaffes and goofs by
leading TV pundits; TV news' narrow political spectrum; attacks on free speech; and
more.  The series is hosted by Janine Jackson, Steve Rendall and Peter Hart.

Issues: Fairness in the media and coverage of stories censored elsewhere.

Democracy Now!
Day/Time: Tuesday through Friday/6AM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: every weekday

Origin: national

Series Description
Hosts Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez cover national and international news from a
progressive, non-corporate perspective.  Special attention is given to human rights at
home and abroad, war and peace issues and the environment.

Issues:  national and international news, progressive politics, economics, human rights,
peace activism, infringements on civil liberties

Digging in the Dirt
Day/Time: Wednesday, 5PM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: alternate weeks

Origin: local

Series Description
Host Kevin Gallagher covers all aspects of organic farming. His guests include soil
experts, as well as, a variety of local farmers, community gardeners and other
individuals who discuss how they grow nutritious food without toxic chemicals. Guests,
also, discuss the connection between organic farming and social justice.

Episodes
Digging in the Dirt: Kevin Gallagher interviews fellow WPKN host, and colleague of
many years, Binnie Klein. Binnie is a long-time programmer at WPKN, hosting the show,



“A Miniature World.” She is the author of “Blows To the Head: How Boxing Changed My
Mind,” and producer of an audio memoir called “Ten Days in Newark,” which is about
first love, first heartbreak and the radical politics of the 1960s. Now she has a new indie
music project called 'In These Trees' and has just released the single “Orchard.” Then,
Kevin interviews Jennifer Jewell, a gardener, garden writer, and gardening educator and
advocate. Since 2016, she has written and hosted the award-winning, weekly public
radio program and podcast, “Cultivating Place.” Jennifer has been writing about
gardening professionally since 1998. She'll talk about her book, “The Earth in Her
Hands: 75 Extraordinary Women Working in the World of Plants.”

On this  “Digging in the Dirt” my guest is environmentalist, entrepreneur and author Paul
Hawken.  Paul is a leading voice in the world's  environmental movement. His visionary
ideas emphasize changing the relationship between business and the Earth, as
humanity seeks to rise to the challenge of our time, Global Warming.  In his new book
"Regeneration - Ending the climate crisis in one generation", Hawken provides a
refreshingly positive and comprehensive approach to global warming solutions.

East End Ink
Day/Time: 4th Wednesday/7:30pm

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
East End Ink is a monthly literary review based on Long Island’s east end. The program
is recorded at Canio’s Books, 290 Main St in Sag Harbor and other venues on eastern
Long Island.

Episodes
East End Ink: Poets and friends Diane Glancy and Spencer Reece read their work on
Native American themes and more.

East End Ink East End poets Virginia Walker, George Held and Pauline Yeats read their
work in a program presented at the Shelter Island Library in April 2021.
East End Ink: WPKN host Francesca Rheannon reads "The Food Philosophe: A Winter
Solstice Tale." Francesca spent several months living in southern France in 2001-2002.
Soon after her arrival in the Fall of 2001, she became good friends with a couple living
in the old Roman town of Apt. She had been introduced to them — Michel, a chef, and
his wife, “Magali” (not her real name) — by her friend, the writer Fabienne Pasquet. On
December 21, Magali and Michel threw a dinner party to celebrate the Winter Solstice.
The food was divine, the wine likewise, and the company convivial — and Francesca

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Jzb1Ujf8_c


ended up learning a profound lesson about the French Art of Living. Francesca wrote up
her experience in the story, “The Food Philosophe,” part of a longer memoir of her
sojourn in Provence. She reads it this week on East End Ink. East End Ink is heard on
the 4th and occasional 5th Wednesday at this time.

Economic Update
Day/Time: Friday/7:30 PM

Duration: 1/2 hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin:  national

Series Description
Economist Dr. Richard Wolff reports and analyzes important recent economic
developments in the U.S. and around the world. Dr. Wolff is Professor of Economics
Emeritus, University of Massachusetts, Amherst where he taught economics from 1973
to 2008. He is currently a Visiting Professor in the School of International Affairs of the
New School University, New York City.

Emotion Roadmap
Day/Time:  1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays/noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: 3 times per month

Origin: local

Series Description
Host Chuck Wolfe tells how to manage emotions and emotional relationships.

Issues: emotions, personal psychology and their importance in your life, work and the
other people and organizations relate to you.

First Voices-Indigenous Radio
Day/Time: Tuesday/noon



Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: national

Series Description
Host Tiokasin Ghosthorse and others report on political and other important issues
affecting Native Americans and other indigenous people. Tiokasin is from the Cheyenne
River Lakota (Sioux) Nation of South Dakota and the bands of Itazipco/Mnicoujou and
Oglala. He has been described as “a spiritual agitator, natural rights organizer,
Indigenous thinking process educator and a community activator.”

Series Issues: political, social and economic issue of importance to indigenous people

Episodes
This week's guest on First Voices Indigenous Radio with host Tiokasin Ghosthorse is
Jenni Monet, an investigative journalist, media critic, and founder of the weekly
newsletter, "Indigenously: Decolonizing Your Newsfeed." Jenni’s been reporting from
Indian Country for as long as she’s been a journalist, from the coups d'état on Jicarilla
Apache lands in the late '90s to the dramatic demonstrations at Standing Rock a few
years ago where she was arrested while on assignment (and later acquitted.) Her work
has been published by The Los Angeles Times, Al Jazeera, The Guardian, The Center
for Investigative Reporting, and PBS NewsHour — to name a few. Jenni and Tiokasin
discuss her most recent newsletter story, “Gabby and Us” and all the issues it raises
about missing and murdered Indigenous women.

Tiokasin Ghosthorse's guest on First Voices Indigenous Radio is Joe Pitawanakwat. He
is the founder and director of Creators Garden, an Indigenous outdoor, and now fully
online, education-based business, focused on plant identification, beyond-sustainable
harvesting, and teaching about their linguistic, historical, cultural, edible, ecological and
medicinal significance.

First Voices Indigenous Radio host Tiokasin Ghosthorse talks to Munya Andrews, an
Indigenous woman from the Kimberley region of Western Australia. Her latest book,
"Practical Reconciliation," which she co-authored with Carla Rogers, is a call to action
for all Australians to further the cause of Reconciliation by becoming allies to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander people. Munya’s long term vision is to create a fairer, more
inclusive Australian society, which recognises and pays respect to its First Nations
people.

Forest and the Trees
Day/Time:  2nd Saturday/9:30am

Duration: 1/2 hour

https://www.indigenously.org/


Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
Host Melinda Tuhus, a veteran independent journalist, covers a wide range of
environmental subjects for both a local and global perspective.

Series Issues: pollution, climate change, public health, government policy on the
environment

GaiaGram
Day/Time: Every Monday at 4:55

Duration: 5 minutes

Frequency: weekly

Origin: local

Series Description
GaiaGram with Kevin Gallagher brings “Environmental headlines for a planet in
Crisis' ' every Monday at 4:55 p.m. – keeping us all informed on what we can’t
afford to ignore about the changing ecosystems of our planet.

Episodes
*climate change "single biggest health threat facing humanity."
This year is the second-largest global carbon emissions jump
Arctic sea ice has been steadily decreasing
Planet needs everyone buying electric vehicles
five-point Elk freed of tire around neck

*Governments still planning to extract huge amounts of fossil fuels
TotalEnergies Knew fossil fuels threatened the global climate
9.9% of scientists agree fossil fuels are the cause of climate change.
Venice faces increased Flooding
infrastructure bill includes funds for pollinators
Monarchs maybe edging away from extinction



GM Report to the Listener
Day/Time:  2nd Thursday/12 Noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency:  monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
WPKN’s General Manager Steve di Costanzo hosts a monthly show that touches upon
internal WPKN events and fundraisers; interviews with newsmakers and/or area
nonprofits.

Issues: WPKN events, activities of local nonprofit organizations, community
involvement

Integrative Wellness
Day/Time: Sunday/7:00 AM

Duration: 3 hours

Frequency: alternate weeks

Origin: local

Series Description
The show focuses on mind, body, and spirit wellness.  Regular segments include
morning meditation, spiritual and material development with Maude Joseph, The Natural
House Call with naturopathic physician Dr. Eugene Zamperion and nutrition/natural
healing with nutritionist Ameni Harris and Global Healing covering political and other
news impacting health.

Issues: health care, spiritual healing, nutrition and related news

La Esquina Latina/Sunday Mix
Day/Time: Sunday/2:00 PM

Duration: 4 hours

Frequency: weekly



Origin: local

Series Description
Hosted by Luis Pomales and Edwin Rivera, Jr., La Esquina Latina has been providing
socially conscious educational information and entertainment to the Latino community
since 1974.

Issues: Latino culture and public affairs

LGBTQ Community Show
Day/Time: 4th Wednesday/noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: Local

Series Description
Host Andrew Ross and guests discuss issues of interest to the local LGBTQ community.
Subjects range from health care, legal issues, civil rights, and community based events
and organizations.

Issues: LGBTQ concerns including health care, civil rights, politics and local events and
services for the community

Living the Green Life
Day/Time: 2nd Saturday/9:00 AM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: Local

Series Description
Hosts Sarah Jane Compton and Lindsay Crum discuss how to make sustainability
accessible and part of your everyday life.

Series issues: Environmental protection, nutrition, health



Live Culture
Day/Time: final Saturday of each month from 11-12 noon

Duration:

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
Live Culture is a monthly discussion around contemporary art and cultural events, which
later become available as podcasts on Soundcloud. Now in it’s the third year, Live
Culture has presented a broad range of projects, venues and cultural initiative including
conversations with artists, curators, gallerists, composers, writers, and musicians both
locally nationally and internationally.

Episodes
This month on Live Culture, host Martha Willette Lewis talks to two members of
VozTerra, an experimental sound project based in Bogotá, Columbia, which addresses
the climate crisis, social justice issues, and the effects of covid lockdown through
innovative collaborative audio recordings mixing ambient noises and music. Much of it
incorporates sounds of nature from the threatened and environmentally rich Van der
Hammen Reserve.

Local News
Day/Time: Monday through Friday/6:55 PM, Rebroadcast Monday through Thursday
11PM and Friday 10PM

Duration: 5 minutes

Frequency: every weekday

Origin: local

Series Description
This 5 minute daily report is produced by WPKN to keep our community informed of
important local news.

Issues: current local news issues of concern to our community

http://www.wpkn.org/programming/today-on-wpkn/page/8/


Mic Check
Day/Time: Sunday/5:30PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: local call-in

Series Description
Host Richard Hill and other hosts interview guests on public affairs issues of concern to
the local community.  Listeners are invited to express their views by calling in.

Issues: promote on air conversation with community on the issues that concern them

Episodes
Host Mike Merli speaks with Lela Florel, founder of Preserve Remington Woods.
The Bridgeport Planning and Zoning Commission held a public hearing on Tuesday
November 16th, attended by over 100 people from all across Connecticut.
For more info on that hearing:
https://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Dozens-pack-zoning-hearing-to-preserve-1662961
3.php
For more information on Preserve Remington Woods, and ways to take action:
www.preserveremingtonwoods.com/

North Fork Works
Day/Time: 1st Wednesday/7:30PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
Host Hazel Kahn interviews guests on a wide variety of issues of interested to
communities on eastern Long Island’s North Fork.

Episodes
North Fork Works: This month Hazel Kahan again welcomes Beth Young,
journalist-founder of the East End Beacon newspaper who is also a 13th generation
member of one of the North Fork’s founding families. This time, Beth talks about her
article in the August issue of her paper titled “Here’s the Real Deal, Sweetheart” in
which she welcomes her granddaughter, the youngest of the Young family’s 15th



generation, to a North Fork ‘way of life’ profoundly altered from the ‘halcyon days’ that
marked her—and her son’s—childhoods. ‘The real deal’ is a lament that acknowledges,
in terms both wistful and realistic, the financial decisions that have withered
relationships among the North Fork's people, and between the people and the land. And
that’s before the conversation had time to confront the forces of climate change!

This month's North Fork Works features an evergreen interview (December, 2019) in
which Sylvia Davatz, Vermont seed expert and organic gardener talks about her
passion and practice of collecting and maintaining seeds and why the dwindling
diversity of commercial seeds is so alarming. She is joined by Steph Gaylor of Invincible
Summer Gardens who tells us why she is organizing nationwide seed town halls.
Produced by Tony Ernst.

Organic Farm Stand
Day/Time: 1st and 3rd Thursday/noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: twice a month

Origin: local – call in

Series Description
Hosts Richard Hill, Guy Beardsley, an organic farmer from Shelton, Connecticut,
Richard Hill, and Bill Duesing present information regarding organic gardening and
farming and answer listener calls.

Issues: sustainable agriculture, organic food, gardening, the important role of bees

Episodes
Sandra Levinson, exec. director of the Center for Cuban Studies, reports on Cuba's
ambitious plan to vaccinate children as young as 2 years old and to bring the level of
adult vaccination above 90% by the end of 2021.
Interview by Richard Hill

Dave Chapman, executive director of the Real Organic Project, discusses the virtual
symposiums they will conduct on Jan. 30 and Feb. 6 from 3 to 5 PM.  The theme of the
sessions is "Milk and Money," or how giant agribusiness dairy concerns are literally
flooding the small local dairy operations out of the market,  Register for the symposiums
at: www.realorganicproject.org Hosts:  Richard Hill, Steve Munno and Chris Ferrio

Rainy Day Radio
Day/Time: 1st Tuesday/8:00 PM

http://www.realorganicproject.org


Duration: 2 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
Host Richard Hill covers important public affairs issues while celebrating many music
genres including Latin, Caribbean, African and folkoric.

Episodes
First Tuesday Rainy Day Radio with Richard Hill: Connecticut-based band Litvar will be
in the studio to play selections from their new relesase and talk about their upcoming
cross-country tour.

Ralph Nadar Radio Hour
Day/Time: Sunday/6:00 PM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: national

Series Description
Ralph Nadar, consumer advocate, political activist and five time Presidential candidate
is joined by co-hosts Steve Skrovan and David Feldman for a lively informative hour of
interviews with some of the nation’s most influential movers and shakers, and thought
provoking discussions of the week’s news

Series issues: consumer protection, political reform, independent politics

Second Saturday Magazine
Day/Time: 2nd Saturday/1:00 PM

Duration: 3 hours

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description



In each show, host Bob Johnson conducts lengthy in-depth interviews with noted
authors on a wide range of public affairs and cultural issues of concern to the
community.

Issues: social trends affecting our personal lives, religion and politics

Solidarity/What’s Your Point
Day/Time: Sunday/7 AM

Duration: 3 hours

Frequency: alternate weeks

Origin:  local - call in

Series Description
Solidarity is equal rights and justice through song and the spoken word.  Host Garnett
Ankle plays music to uplift and liberate the depressed and oppressed. In What’s Your
Point, Garnett conducts guest interviews and gives listeners the opportunity to call in
and voice their opinion on issues of the day.

Issues: social justice, politics, culture

Spotlight on Arts & Culture
Day/Time: 2nd Monday/12 noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
Host David Green, from the cultural Alliance of Fairfield County, interviews local artists
and scene makers / writers and influencers.

Episodes
This month we celebrate INDIGENOUS PEOPLE’S DAY – a transformation of what we
have known as Columbus Day – by exploring the histories and living cultures of native
tribes in our area. What traditions, stories and practices are still alive? What can we
learn from native cultures’ sense of time and of the land? Learn about the work of the
Institute for Native American Studies, and about the specific cultural practices of the



Schaghticoke and Golden Hill Paugussett Tribal Nations. Hear about the decade-long
archeological dig and research on the site of the last battle of The Pequot War in
Southport and how cultural institutions can help relate native cultures to the general
public today. Our guests are: Darlene Kascak, a member of the Schaghticoke Nation,
and a Storyteller and Educator at the Institute for American Indian Studies, in
Washington, CT; Shoran Waupatukuay Piper, Clan Mother and Tribal Leader, of the
Golden Hill Paugussett Tribal Nation, and author of the recent book, Red Road; Chelsea
Garth, Curator at Fairfield Museum & History Center, and Janet Evelyn, executive
director of Norwalk International Cultural Exchange (NICE) and the newly appointed
Coastal Fairfield County Folk & Traditional Arts Community Impact Coordinator.

Bridgeport Moving Forward: Bridgeport Art Trail 2021- For the last 12 years, November
has meant the Bridgeport Art Trail. This year, after 2020, when COVID forced events to
go virtual, the 13th BAT will be the biggest ever. In addition to open studios at American
Fabrics, The Knowlton, The NEST, and the brand new METRO Art Studios, there are
several major openings of key Bridgeport cultural organizations: the ribbon-cutting
opening of METRO, the move-in to brand newly renovated space over the Bijou by
WPKN itself, and a brand-new exhibition space downtown for the Mary & Eliza Freeman
Center. This month, our guests are ● Suzanne Katchmar, executive director of City
Lights Gallery and of the Bridgeport Art Trail ● Jane Davila, Executive Director of Metro
Art Studios ● Steve di Costanzo, General Manager of WPKN ● Maisa Tisdale,
Executive Director of the Mary and Eliza Freeman Center for History & Community ●
Cris Dam and Dustin Malstrom, owners of URSA Gallery in Bridgeport’s Arcade ● Phil
Kuchma of Kuchma Corporation
The Arts, Culture and The Future of Bridgeport- Join Phil Kuchma, Lauren Coakley
Vincent and Steve Di Costanzo Mon Dec. 13 at 12pm as they discuss how the arts and
culture is the secret sauce in driving Bridgeport's future.
• Builder and real estate manager and developer Phil Kuchma has been shaping
downtown Bridgeport since 1972; key arts venues now cluster around his “Bijou
Square”.
• Steve di Costanzo has led WPKN Community Radio since 2012. What does the recent
move to Downtown’s Bijou Theatre mean for the station? How important is place to a
radio station?
• Lauren Coakley Vincent is finishing her fourth year leading the BridgeportDSSD
InfoBridgeport, transformed by her #ColorfulBridgeportcampaign, public art
commissions, and more. How far can the arts drive a city’s economy and spirit?

Sustainable Long Island
Day/Time: 3rd Wednesday/7:30 PM and 2nd Saturday/9 AM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: monthly



Origin: local

Series Description
Sustainable East End, heard monthly at this time, is about land use, energy and water
resources, transportation, and the farming and food industries on eastern Long Island.
Programs are archived at sustainableeastend.blogspot.com

The protection and management of New York's natural resources can help reach the
goal of net zero greenhouse gas emissions statewide by 2050. We present portions of a
forum produced by Columbia University’s Sabin Center for Climate Change Law. The
forum focused on how the protection and management of New York’s natural resources
can help reach the goal of net zero greenhouse gas emissions statewide by 2050.
Sustainable East End, heard on the 3rd Wednesday every month.

Episodes
Sustainable Long Island: Francesca Rheannon talks with Polly Weigand of the Long
Island Native Plant Initiative at The Sisters of St. Joseph in Brentwood, Long Island. The
Plant Initiative is an all volunteer organization of over 30 non-profit organizations,
governmental agencies, nursery professionals, and citizens with a mission to protect the
genetic integrity and heritage of Long Island native plant populations. Sustainable East
End is now Sustainable Long Island.

This Way Out
Day/Time: Tuesday/7:30 PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: national

Series Description
National and international news of interest to the gay and lesbian community.  Subjects
include the legal status of same gender couples, adoption rights, discrimination and
treatment of gays in the media.

Issues: Gay rights

Tidings

Day/Time: 2nd Wednesday/7:30PM

Duration: ½ hour

http://sustainableeastend.blogspot.com/


Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description
Tidings from host Hazel Kahan is a monthly program consisting of interviews with
authors, activists, musicians  in the United States and in other countries, including
Australia, Zimbabwe, Pakistan, India, Palestine, Israel and the United Kingdom.
 Occasionally, the program takes the form of commentary and personal reflections on
subjects that have included tipping, begging, the meaning of home, passports and
creativity. Tidings is produced by Tony Ernst and archived at hazelkahan.com

Series issues: international affairs, culture, education, social customs

Episodes
This month Hazel Kahan’s guest on Tidings is Sam Pelts, principal coordinator of
EXTRACTION: Art on the Edge of the Abyss, a multimedia, multi-venue, cross-border
art intervention investigating the extractive industry in all its forms, from mining and
drilling to the reckless exploitation of water, soil, trees, marine life, and other natural
resources. The project incorporated all art forms, all happening at roughly the same
time, with hundreds of artists spread across five continents addressing a single theme:
“the suicidal consumption of the planet’s natural resources, the most pressing
environmental issue of our time” as its website and catalog describes the project.

This month's guest on Tidings from Hazel Kahan is Noam Cohen, journalist and author
of “The Know-It-Alls: The Rise of Silicon Valley as a Political Powerhouse and Social
Wrecking Ball.” Cohen sometimes serves as a volunteer editor Wikipedia, the subject of
this latest Tidings program. Prompted by his October 28 article in the Washington Post
about VIPs expecting special treatment at Wikipedia, I interviewed Cohen about how
this amazing resource protects itself and its readers from corruption and pollution,
whether it truly is a place where fake news cannot thrive and whether we should
recognize Wikipedia as a rare survivor of the original Internet ethos that information
wants to be free.

Writer’s Voice
Day/Time: Monday/10pm

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: local

Series Description

http://www.hazelkahan.com/


Writer’s Voice with Francesca Rheannon features in-depth conversations with writers of
all genres. The program features interviews and readings, as well as reviews with
authors such as Louise Erdrich, James Risen, Ursula K. LeGuin, Russell Banks, poet
Richard Wilbur, and many more notable writers. Writer’s Voice is produced and hosted
by Francesca Rheannon and has been on the air since 2004, with more than 500 shows
produced, airing on stations across the United States.

Episodes
We talk with doctor and activist Rupa Marya and her co-author writer and food activist
Raj Patel about their book, "Inflamed: Deep Medicine and the Anatomy of Injustice."
Then, country music singer Jimmie Allen tells us about his book for children, "My Voice
is a Trumpet."

Writer's Voice with Francesca Rheannon: We talk with Victor Wooten, co-founder of the
band Bela Fleck and the Flectones and author of "The Spirit of Music." Its an inspiring
parable of the importance of music and the threats that it faces in todays world. Then,
we talk with historian David Stebenne about his book, "Promised Land: How The Rise
Of The Middle-Class Transformed America, 1929 to 1968."

Writer's Voice with Francesca Rheannon: We talk with David Talbot about the book he
co-authored with his sister Margaret Talbot, "BY THE LIGHT OF BURNING DREAMS:
The Triumphs and Tragedies of the Second American Revolution."

Writer's Voice with Francesca Rheannon: Who does the dirty work in our society? And
who benefits? We talk with Eyal Press about his new book, "Dirty Work: Essential Jobs
and the Hidden Toll of Inequality in America." Then, In the US, more than 23,000
animals, not including fish, are slaughtered for our food every minute. We talk with
Melanie Joy about the tenth anniversary of her groundbreaking book, "Why We Love
Dogs, Eat Pigs, and Wear Cows: An Introduction to Carnism."

Writers Voice hosted by Francesca Rheannon: How Does the Constitution Work? And
what did Abraham Lincoln do to break it -- and remake it? We talk with Ben Sheehan
about his book, "What Does The Constitution Say? A Kids Guide To How Our
Democracy Works." Then we talk with constitutional scholar Noah Feldman about his
terrific new history of Lincoln and the civil war from a constitutional perspective, "The
Broken Constitution: Lincoln, Slavery, and the Refounding of America."

Youth Radio
Day/Time:4th Saturdays/6:00 PM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly



Origin: local

Series Description
Youth Radio produced by local high school students under the supervision of WPKN’s
Richard Hill, features news, opinions, creative writing, humor, public affairs and music
from the high school community of New Haven and surrounding towns.  The series, not
only, presents subjects of interest to local youth, but also, provides young people with
training and experience in radio broadcasting.

Issues: Concerns of youth, education in media


