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WPKN
Community Issues Report

Year: 2020
Quarter: First

The following list of WPKN programs represents the station’s most significant 
treatment of community issues during this quarter:

Barricada

Day/Time: Saturday/11 AM

Duration: 2 hours

Frequency: weekly

Origin: local

Series Description

Host John Lugo and others cover public affairs and cultural issues of interest to 
the Latin community locally and around the world. The program is in Spanish.

Here is the series description in Spanish:

Somos un equipo de trabajo, multietnico, organizadores comunitarios que 
buscamos a travez de Barricada, llegar a la comunidad latina con un mensaje 
alternativo. Nuestra meta es crear una red transnacional  de noticias para llevar 
semanalmente a nuestra audiencia lo mas reciente de los sucesos por los que 
atraviezan nuestros pueblos. Esos que estan al sur, al otro lado de la frontera.

Between the Lines

Day/Time: Thursday/7:30PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly
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Origin: local

Series Description

WPKN’s award winning Between the Lines, hosted by Scott Harris, provides the 
community a substantive progressive alternative to corporate news on a wide 
range of subjects including war, health care, and free trade. The program serves 
as a networking resource for communities fighting for social justice here in the 
U.S. and around the world.  Every interview segment features phone numbers 
and websites to facilitate contact between our audience and groups taking a 
stand on critical issues of the day.

Episodes

January 2, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Melinda St. Louis: Federal Appeals Court Rules Obamacare Individual Mandate 
Unconstitutional 

Ernesto Falcon: Challenging Facebook’s Monopoly Power and Exploitation of 
Personal Data

Amy Norman, Rita Monias and Carlton Richards: Indigenous Activists Resist the 
Environmental and Economic Devastation Caused by Mega Dam Projects

Issues: constitutionality of the Affordable Care Act, Privacy abuses and 
monopoly, indigenous peoples’ activism, impact of mega dams on the 
environment

January 9, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Phyllis Bennis: Trump Assassination of Top Iranian General Could Provoke 
Disastrous Regional War

Marc Mauer: Criminal Justice Reform Initiatives Make Progress in States Across 
America in 2019
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Matthew Gardner: Trump-GOP Tax Law Ushers in Lowest Corporate Tax Rates 
in 40 Years

Issues: Repercussion of U.S. assassination of Iranian General, criminal justice 
reform, tax cuts for corporations

January 16, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Sarah Anderson: Military Contractors’ Stock Prices Soar After Trump 
Assassinates Iranian General

Garett Reppenhagen: Veterans For Peace Fight to Stop U.S. Endless Wars

Saya Ameli Hajebi: Sunrise Movement Organizes for Major April 22 Climate 
Strike, Influence Presidential Election Debate

Issues: impact of U.S. military assassination on military contractor stocks, peace 
activism by veterans, climate defenders organize for strike

January 23, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Carol Jenkins: Virginia’s Passage of ERA Launches Final Drive for Constitutional 
Ratification

Susan Masino and Colleen Murphy-Dunning : Forests and Carbon 

Sequestration: Important Elements in Combating Climate Change 
 
Kim Ives: 10 Years After Disastrous Earthquake, Haiti Remains in Economic and 
Political Crisis

Issues: Equal Rights Amendment to U.S. Constitution, global climate change and 
forests, Haitian economic and political crisis

January 30, 2020
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Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Gordon Adams: While Trump Acquittal in Senate Impeachment Trial Likely, Fight 
to Hear Witnesses Gains Momentum

Sharon Buccino: Trump Launches Attack on National Environmental Policy Act to 
Benefit Big Polluters and Corporate Interests

Jeff Cohen: Bias Against Progressive Candidates Evident in Corporate Media 
Coverage of Democratic Primary

Issues: Trump impeachment proceedings, Administrations efforts to reduce 
environmental protections

February 6, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Marge Baker: Sham Trump Impeachment Trial Acquittal Erodes Congressional 
Oversight of Presidential Abuse of Power

Sonya E. Meyerson-Knox: Trump-Kushner Scheme Not a Middle East Peace 
Plan, It’s the Road to Apartheid

Joseph Zordan: Indigenous Art Exhibit’s Emblems of Colonial Violence and the 
Resilient People Who Made Them

Issues: Presidential impeachment trial, Administration Middle East proposal, 
indigenous people’s art as political and historical expression

February 13, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Ralph Nader: Progressives, Moderates in Presidential Primary Battle for the Soul 
of the Democratic Party

Karla Tait: Indigenous Nations Mobilize to Stop Construction of Canada’s Coastal 
GasLink Pipeline
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Margaret Poydock: Landmark Pro-Worker Legislation Wins Passage in House

Issues: Intra party struggle for control of the Democrats, indigenous people’s 
opposition to gas pipe lines, legislation to enhance workers rights

February 20, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Jason Stanley: With AG Bill Barr as His Shield, Trump Enters New Phase of 
Authoritarianism

Alex Lawson: Betraying Campaign Pledge, Trump Proposes Deep Cuts to Social 
Security, Medicare and Medicaid 

Peter Shattuck: U.S. Energy Grid Must be Modernized to Accommodate Growth 
in Renewable Energy

Issues: Authoritarian aspects of current Adminstration, proposed cuts to major 
social welfare programs, needed modernization of U.S. energy grid

February 27, 2020

Mel Goodman: Could a Peace Deal with Taliban in Afghanistan End America’s 
Longest War?

Mark Dudzic: Labor Unions’ Evolving Fight for Medicare For All

Ted Glick: Protests Target FERC for Penalizing Renewable Energy Sources

Issues: Prospects for ending the U.S. war in Afghanistan, unions and the 
Medicare for All movement, regulatory treatment of renewable energy sources

March 5, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Hanna Ehrlich: Rejecting Profit-Driven Public Health Systems Key to Combating 
Future Pandemics 
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Robert Borosage: Sanders’ Movement-Driven Progressive Campaign Draws 
Opposition From Corporate Democrats

Michael Kodas: Australia’s Wildfires Foreshadow What the World Faces in 
Catastrophic Climate Change

Issue: Pandemics and the for profit health care system, progressives vs. 
corporate Democrats, Australian wildfires and climate change

March 12, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Dr. James G. Kahn: Single-Payer System Would Be More Effective in Managing 
Pandemics

Kevin Gosztola: Julian Assange Battles Extradition to the U.S. in a Case That 
Threatens Press Freedom

Ana Maria Rivera-Forastieri and Josh Michtom: Rally Demands End to ICE Agent 
Arrests of Undocumented Immigrants in Connecticut Courthouses

Issue: single payer health care effectiveness in pandemics, press freedom, 
protesting arrests of undocumented immigrants

March 19, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Sasha Abramsky: Frayed U.S. Social Safety Net Cripples Response to 
Coronavirus Pandemic

Neil deMause: Media Coverage of Trump’s Coronavirus Lies Shouldn’t 
Overshadow Sound Crisis Reporting

Eriel Tchekwie: Indigenous Nations and Allies Continue Campaign to Stop 
Construction of Coastal GasLink Pipeline
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Issues: U.S. social safety net’s ability to handle Coronavirus, indigenous people’s 
efforts to stop gas pipelines.

March 26, 2020

Scott Harris and his staff interviewed the following guests on the subjects 
indicated:

Amy Fettig: The Coronavirus Pandemic Poses Deadly Risks for Both Prison 
Inmates and Staff

Wendell Potter: In Coronavirus Crisis, Health Insurers Resort to Corporate Greed

Craig Holman: Senators Accused of Coronavirus Market Crash Insider Trading 
Face Demands for Accountability

Issues: Coronavirus in the prisons, private health insurers efforts to capitalize on 
the Coronavirus crisis, possible insider trading by U.S. Senators with respect to 
the Coronavirus

Cosmic Perspective

Day/Time: 4th Saturday/10AM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin:  local

Series Description

In this science series, host Andy Poniros, a longtime space enthusiast, examines 
the past, present and future of space exploration.  He, also, encourages local 
space enthusiasts to explore the heavens with their own telescopes trained on 
the night sky.

Series issues: space exploration, astronomy, new technology

Counterpoint

http://www.wpkn.org/Hosts/andy-poniros/
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Day/Time: Monday/8 PM

Duration: 2 hours 

Frequency: weekly

Origin:  local

Series Description

In his series Counterpoint, host Scott Harris conducts in-depth interviews on a 
wide range of political, economic and social topics with individuals and 
representatives of organizations not ordinarily accessible to the community in the 
mainstream media. 

Episodes

January 6, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown below:

1) Phyllis Bennis, director of the New Internationalism Project at the Institute for 
Policy Studies, assesses escalating tensions between the U.S. and Iran after the 
President Trump ordered the assassination of Iran's military commander, 
General Qasem Soleimani, who led Iranian military operations in the Middle East 
as head of his nation's elite Quds Force. She'll discuss Iran's threats of retaliation 
and Iraq's Parliamentary vote demanding all U.S. forces leave the country after 
multiple American airstrikes targeting Iraqi militia group Kataib Hezbollah. The 
December 29th U.S. airstrike led to an assault on the US embassy compound in 
Baghdad by crowds protesting the American attack.
 
2) Ariel Gold, National Co-Director of Code Pink Women for Peace talks about 
the group's National Day of Action/US Troops Out of Iraq protest on January 4th, 
and the follow-up organizing to prevent a U.S. war with Iran that a national 
coalition of groups will be be working on in the days ahead. 

3) Jason Stanley, Yale professor of philosophy and author of "How Fascism 
Works: The Politics of Us and Them" and "How Propaganda Works," addressing 
the issue of "The Fascist Threat and Effective Resistance in the Era of Donald 
Trump," recorded at a October 19th public forum sponsored by Between The 
Lines Radio Newsmagazine. 
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4) Joshua Cho, an independent journalist and media analyst based in Virginia, 
discuses his recent article for Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting, FAIR.org, 
"WaPo's Afghan Papers Propagate Colonial Narrative of Noble Intentions Gone 
Awry."

Issues: escalating tensions between the U.S. and Iran following the U.S. 
assassination of an Iranian general, protests against the U.S. war in Iraq, facism, 
exposure of U.S. policy in Afghanistan

January 13, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown below:

1) Sarah Anderson, Director of the Global Economy Project at the Institute for 
Policy Studies - and co-editor of the IPS website Inequality.org, talks about her 
recent article, "The Threat of War Inflates Stock Holdings of Military Contractor 
CEOs." 

2) Hedrick Smith, Pulitzer Prize-winning former New York Times reporter and 
editor and Emmy award-winning producer/correspondent, talks about his new 
PBS documentary airing nationally this week, "The Democracy Rebellion: A 
Reporter's Notebook. Smith travels the country looking for positive stories of 
democratic reform and finds them in six states where grassroots activists are 
fighting to equal the playing field.
 
3) Jon Rainwater, Executive Director of Peace Action and the Peace Action 
Education Fund considers the recent House passage of a War Powers 
Resolution and the fight ahead in the U.S. Senate and through grassroots 
organizing across the U.S., to prevent President Trump from launching a 
disastrous war with Iran in the coming weeks and months. 

4) Saya Ameli Hajebi, a leader of the Sunrise Movement in Boston, MA, and a 
High School senior, discusses organizing for the Green New Deal, the next 
Climate Strike on April 22nd, and the 2020 presidential candidate's positions on 
climate change in the 2020 election.

Issues: how contractors profit from war, grassroots activism, Presidential war 
powers, climate change activism

January 20, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown below:
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Anthony Torres, Communications/Political Director with the group By The 
People, discusses a nationwide coalitions plans for future protest actions and 
nonviolent civil disobedience on the eve of the Senate impeachment trial vote.

Carol Jenkins, co-president and CEO of the ERA Coalition, discusses the state of 
Virginias recent passage of the Equal Rights Amendment, becoming the 38th 
state to do so and the ongoing, decades-long campaign to ratify the ERA to the 
US Constitution.

Journalist Daniel Denvir, the author of All-American Nativism (forthcoming from 
Verso Press), Visiting Fellow in International and Public Affairs at Brown 
Universitys Watson Institute, a writer in residence at The Appeal, and the host of 
The Dig podcast on Jacobin Radio. Here Daniel talks about his recent Jacobin 
magazine article, What a Bernie Sanders Presidency Would Look Like. It being 
MLK Day he’ll also consider how Bernies agenda overlaps with MLKs movement 
for social justice.

Kim Ives, an editor with the Haiti Liberté newspaper, talks about the latest 
developments in Haiti including: President Jovenel Moïse ruling by decree, his 
drive for a new Haitian Constitution...as well as the status of the nationwide 
protest movement as the nation observed the 10th anniversary of the January 12 
earthquake

Issues: women’s rights under the U.S. Constitution, a comparison of Bernie 
Sanders’ policies and those of Martin Luther King, Haitian political developments

February 3, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown by their names:

Marge Baker: Sham Trump Impeachment Trial Acquittal Erodes Congressional 
Checks on Presidential Abuse of Power

Sonya Meyerson-Knox: Trump Destabilizing Middle East Peace Plan Dead on 
Arrival

Erica Fein: House Passes Repeals 2002 AUMF to Prevent Trump From 
Launching War with Iran

Kiley Gosselin: Legislative Initiative to Address Connecticut’s Affordable Housing 
Crisis

Issues: Trump impeachment acquittal, Middle East peace plan, Congressional 
attempt to prevent war on Iran, affordable housing crisis in Connecticut
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February 10, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown below:

Ralph Nader and Max Sawicky: After Trump’s Impeachment Acquittal, Attention 
turns to Unsettled Democratic Primary Campaign

Thomas Ferguson: The Power of Money in Politics Yesterday and Today

Margaret Poydock: Landmark Pro-Worker Legislation Wins Passage in House of 
Representatives

Kevin Keenan: Climate Change Protest Arrestee Takes Action to Address 
Inhumane Conditions at New Haven Jail

Issues: Democratic presidential politics, history of money in politics and its 
current role, workers’ rights, inhumane prison conditions

February 17, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects below:

Jason Stanley: With Attorney General Bill Barr as His Shield, Trump Regime 
Enters New Phase of American Authoritarianism

Alex Lawson: Betraying His Campaign Pledge, Trump Regime Proposes Deep 
Cuts to Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid

Victor Wallis: The Myth and Reality Surrounding Bernie Sander’s Self-Declared 
Democratic Socialism

Paul Kirchberg: Connecticut Considering Imperfect Legislation to Legalize the 
Recreational Use of Marijuana

Issues: authoritarian government, prospective cuts to social programs, Bernie 
Sanders and democratic socialism, legalization of marijuana

February 24, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown below:
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Mark Dudzic: Labor Unions’ Unsettled Relationship with the Fight for Medicare 
For All

Melvin Goodman: As He Runs for Re-Election, Trump Moves to Make Peace 
Deal with Taliban

Victor Pickard: The Crisis in U.S. Journalism Requires Public Policy Solutions

Dan Knudsen and Michael Uhl: Push for Community Choice Aggregation in CT 
Will Give Consumers Cheaper, Renewable Energy

Issues: labor unions views on Medicare for all, U.S. peace negotiations in Afghan 
War, crisis in U.S. journalism, renewable energy and consumer rights

March 2, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown below:

Hanna Ehrlich: Rejection of Profit-Driven Public Health Systems Key to 
Combatting Future Pandemics

Lizet Ocampo: Trump’s ‘Denaturalization’ Effort to Strip Naturalized Citizens of 
Their Legal Status

Robert Borosage: Sanders’ Movement-Driven Progressive Campaign Opposed 
by Corporate Democrats

Rev. Dr. William J. Barber, II: Impeachment Cover-Up Demands a Call to Action

Issues: pandemics and the for profit health care system, Administration’s efforts 
to take away legal status of naturalized citizens, corporate Democrats efforts to 
thrwart progressives, Trump impeachment acquittal fall-out

March 9, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown below:

Greg Guma: Bernie Sanders and His Movement Have Changed The Democratic 
Party and the Nation

Kevin Gosztola: Trump Attempt to Extradite WikiLeaks Julian Assange, an 
Assault on Investigative Journalism
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Dr. James G. Kahn: Universal Healthcare Saves Money and Lives, While 
Protecting Nations from Pandemics

Carlos Moreno: Connecticut Working Families Party Advances Bold Agenda in 
State Legislature

Issues: impact of Bernie Sanders presidential campaign on the Democratic Party, 
Julian Assange’s extradition attempt and its significance for journalism, 
advantages of universal healthcare, third party policy initiatives in Connecticut 

March 16, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown by their name:

Neil deMause: Media Coverage of Trump’s Coronavirus Disinformation Shouldn’t 
Eclipse Sound Crisis Reporting

Sasha Abramsky: The Alarming Inadequacy of the US Social Safety Net to 
Respond to the Outbreak of COVID-19

Margaret L. Andersen: Effectively Identifying and Confronting US Racism

Richard Hill: A Traveler’s Impression of Today’s Cuban Culture and Politics

Issues: adequacy of media’s Coronavirus reporting, shortcomings in U.S. social 
safety net, racism in U.S., Cuba today

March 23, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects below:

Wendell Potter: Insurance Industry Declines to Step up to Coronavirus Crisis, 
Resorts to Corporate Greed

Craig Holman: Anger and Demands for Accountability Target U.S. Senators 
Accused of Insider Trading

Doug Henwood: COVID-19 Devastation of Economy Provides Opportunity to 
Transform America

Norman Solomon: COVID-19 Crisis Exposes Major Deficiencies in Pre-Pandemic 
Status Quo
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Issues: corporate greed during the Coronavirus pandemic, possible insider 
trading by U.S. Senators

March 30, 2020

Host Scott Harris interviewed guests on the subjects shown by their name:

Richard Eskow: Trump’s Immoral Response to Coronavirus Crisis is Costing 
Americans’ Lives

Jim Wallis: COVID-19 Pandemic Burden Falls Disproportionately on America’s 
Working Poor

Garrett Adams: Repairing America’s Public Health System Requires Universal 
Insurance Coverage

Ann Pratt: Assessing Connecticut’s Response to the Coronavirus Pandemic

Issues: Critique of Administration’s Coronavirus response, toll of pandemic on 
working poor, case for universal health insurance, Coronavirus response in 
Connecticut

CounterSpin

Day/Time: Monday/7:30 PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: national

Series Description

CounterSpin provides a critical examination of the major stories every week, and 
exposes what the mainstream media might have missed in their own coverage. 
CounterSpin highlights biased and inaccurate news; censored stories; sexism, 
racism and homophobia in the news; the power of corporate influence; gaffes 
and goofs by leading TV pundits; TV news' narrow political spectrum; attacks on 
free speech; and more.  The series is hosted by Janine Jackson, Steve Rendall 
and Peter Hart.
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Issues:  Fairness in the media and coverage of stories censored elsewhere.

Democracy Now!

Day/Time: Tuesday through Friday/6AM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: every weekday

Origin: national

Series Description 

Hosts Amy Goodman and Juan Gonzalez cover national and international news 
from a progressive, non-corporate perspective.  Special attention is given to 
human rights at home and abroad, war and peace issues and the environment.

Issues:  national and international news, progressive politics, economics, human 
rights, peace activism, infringements on civil liberties

Digging in the Dirt

Day/Time: Wednesday, 5PM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: alternate weeks

Origin: local

Series Description 
 
Host Kevin Gallagher covers all aspects of organic farming. His guests include 
soil experts, as well as, a variety of local farmers, community gardeners and 
other individuals who discuss how they grow nutritious food without toxic 
chemicals. Guests, also, discuss the connection between organic farming and 
social justice.

Episodes
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January 27, 2020

Digging In The Dirt: Today’s guest: Naomi Oreskes a professor of the history of 
science, at Harvard and the author of the books Merchants of Doubt and Why 
Trust Science. She is one of the leading critics of Exxon and the oil and gas 
industry in general as they conduct what she says is their decades old campaign 
to finance Climate change denial ism and thwart any attempts to address the 
climate crisis the world now faces. Just off her recent appearance before the US 
Congress testifying on the practices of the Oil & gas industry, Professor Naomi 
Oreskes joins Kevin Gallagher here on Digging in the Dirt

Issues: oil and gas company financing research to rebut climate change, 
scientific integrity

Economic Update

Day/Time: Friday/7:30 PM

Duration: 1/2 hour 

Frequency: weekly

Origin:  national

Series Description

Economist Dr. Richard Wolff reports and analyzes important recent economic 
developments in the U.S. and around the world.  Dr. Wolff is Professor of 
Economics Emeritus, University of Massachusetts, Amherst where he taught 
economics from 1973 to 2008. He is currently a Visiting Professor in the School 
of International Affairs of the New School University, New York City.

Episodes

January 3, 2020

U.S. Capitalism and the Family: Myth vs Reality – Updates on Job Quality Index 
and its U.S. decline, the French activism against President Macron’s effort to cut 
pensions, Gartman Letter urges investors to sell stocks in face of Trump’s 
policies deteriorating the economy, Obamas purchase $11.5 million Martha’s 
Vineyard mansion, and Kansas City cuts public transport fares to zero. Interview 
with Dr. Harriet Fraad on myth vs reality of U.S. capitalism and the family.
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Issues: decline in job quality, French pension cuts, free public transit, critique of 
capitalism’s effect on the family

January 24, 2020

Military Spending and Debt – Updates on France’s successful mass uprisings 
(Yellow Vests in 2019; mass union strikes in 2020) that forced the government to 
back down on changes that workers opposed; how endless wars impose huge 
debts; and how U.S. Catholic Church uses bankruptcy law to keep assets from 
compensating victims of pedophile priests. Interview journalist Bob Hennelly on 
military spending and debts in the U.S. economy.

Issue: Yellow vest uprising and labor strikes in France, relation between debt and 
the cost of waging war, pedophilia scandal in the Catholic Church

February 7, 2020

Capitalism’s Uneven Development – Introduction to capitalism’s systematically 
uneven economic development. From Marx’s original criticism of capitalism for 
producing and reproducing unevenness to the many historical examples, today’s 
program argues that there are heavy social costs that flow from capitalism’s 
uneven development. Those costs then become bases for arguing the need to 
move beyond capitalism.

Issues: the cost of capitalism’s inherent tendency to produce inequality

February 21, 2020

Larger Social Changes to Support Worker Co-Ops – This program responds to a 
criticism that D@W focuses too much on the transition from capitalist firms to 
worker-co-op firms with too little attention paid to the larger social changes 
needed to get beyond capitalism. Discussion focuses on the broader social 
changes needed to sustain a worker-co-op-based economy including a 
government that administers an economy-wide democratic sharing of profits and 
resources among the worker-co-op enterprises.

Issues: social changes needed to sustain a co-op based economy, profit sharing 
among co-ops
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March 13, 2020

Capitalism, Jobs, Depressed People – On this week’s episode of Economic 
Update, Prof. Wolff presents updates on Vancouver, BC, taxing its richest; JP 
Morgan Chase recognizes climate change threat and market’s failure to cope; 
ways money shapes U.S. politics today; why U.S. women’s soccer gender 
discrimination lawsuit helps all soccer players vs profit-driven soccer federation. 
The second half of the show features an interview with psychotherapist Tess 
Fraad-Wolff on why our jobs get us depressed and what to do about it.

Issues: taxing the rich in Canada, money and politics, gender discrimination in 
sports, work related depression

Emotion Roadmap

Day/Time:  1st, 2nd and 4th Wednesdays/noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: 3 times per month

Origin: local

Series Description

Host Chuck Wolfe tells how to manage emotions and emotional relationships.

Issues:  emotions, personal psychology and their importance in your life, work 
and the other people and organizations relate to you.

First Voices-Indigenous Radio

Day/Time: Tuesday/noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: weekly 

Origin: national

Series Description
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Host Tiokasin Ghosthorse and others report on political and other important 
issues affecting Native Americans and other indigenous people. Tiokasin is from 
the Cheyenne River Lakota (Sioux) Nation of South Dakota and the bands of 
Itazipco/Mnicoujou and Oglala. He has been described as “a spiritual agitator, 
natural rights organizer, Indigenous thinking process educator and a community 
activator.” 

Series Issues:  political, social and economic issue of importance to indigenous 
people

Episodes

January 7, 2020

In the first half-hour, Guest Host Keala Kelly interviews Andre Vltchek about his 
recent experiences in Bolivia and his knowledge and insights about what that 
country is currently undergoing as well as his insight into other Latin American 
countries. Philosopher, novelist, filmmaker, investigative journalist, poet, 
playwright, and photographer, Andre Vltchek is a revolutionary, internationalist 
and globetrotter who fights against Western Imperialism and the Western regime 
imposed on the world. He has covered dozens of war zones and conflicts from 
Iraq and Peru to Sri Lanka, Bosnia, Rwanda, Syria, DR Congo and Timor Leste. 
Andre has produced and directed several documentary films for the left-wing 
South American television network teleSUR. They deal with diverse topics, from 
Turkey/Syria to Okinawa, Kenya, Egypt and Indonesia, but all of them are 
exposing effects of Western imperialism on the planet. Andre’s many books 
include: “Revolutionary Optimism, Western Nihilism,” “The Great October 
Socialist Revolution: Impact on the World and Birth of Internationalism,” and 
“Exposing the Lies of the Empire.” Andre’s investigative works appear in 
countless publications worldwide. He frequently speaks at revolutionary meetings 
as well as at principal universities worldwide. More about Andre can be found at 
andrevltchek.weebly.com. He tweets @AndreVltchek.

In the second half-hour, Host Tiokasin Ghosthorse welcomes President Shelley 
Buck from Prairie Island Mdewakanton Indian Community in Minnesota to 
discuss current environmental and nuclear situations facing the Prairie Island 
people. President Buck is serving her fifth term on Prairie Island Tribal Council 
and third term as president. Prior to being elected Tribal Council president, 
President Buck held other positions within the Prairie Island Indian Community 
government, including Tribal Council secretary and assistant secretary/treasurer, 
enrollment clerk in the Prairie Island Enrollment Office and government relations 
specialist for the Tribe. President Buck has a bachelor’s degree in business 
accounting from Indiana University and a master’s degree in sports management 
from Concordia University. She is currently working on a second master’s degree 
in tribal Indian law from the University of Tulsa. President Buck currently serves 
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on the boards of the Minnesota Wild Foundation, the St. Paul Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Great River Passage Conservancy in St. Paul. She also 
served on the Native Vote Alliance of Minnesota board and, most recently, was 
elected vice-chair of the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council.

Issues: Latin American politics, environmental and nuclear power concerns of 
Native Americans in Minnesota

January 20, 2020

In the first half-hour, Host Tiokasin Ghosthorse interviews Erica Tremblay. Erica 
Tremblay (Seneca-Cayuga Nation) is a filmmaker and activist currently studying 
her Indigenous language on the Six Nations Reserve. Her projects have 
screened at 60+ film festivals and her work has been featured on PBS, CNN and 
the Independent Film Channel. Erica’s films explore topics including violence 
against Indigenous women, restorative justice and issues impacting the two-spirit 
community. Erica was recently honored as a 40 Under 40 Native American. 
Erica’s narrative short film, “Little Chief,” will have its World Premiere at the 2020 
Sundance Film Festival, which takes place in Park City, Utah from Jan. 23 to 
Feb. 2. The film stars an Indigenous cast, including Lily Gladstone (“Certain 
Women,” “Billions”) and was produced through the Sundance Institute Native 
Filmmakers Lab last year. More information about Erica: www.erica-
tremblay.com/about. Sundance Film Festival information: 
www.sundance.org/blogs/indigenous-made-films-2020-festival.

In the second half-hour, Tiokasin talks with Christine McCleave. Christine 
Diindiisi McCleave, a citizen of Turtle Mountain Ojibwe Nation, serves as 
Executive Director for the National Native American Boarding School Healing 
Coalition. Christine is an alumna of Northwestern College, Augsburg University 
and St. Thomas University, having earned master’s degrees in leader and 
business administration, with a research focus on the legacy of Indian boarding 
schools on spiritual activities and Indian activism today. In addition to being 
trained in numerous trauma and healing practices and exercises, Christine is 
presently a fellow of the Nexus Community Boards and Commissions Leadership 
Institute. The National Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition is 
embarking on a ten-year strategic plan designed to strengthen the organization 
as it continues to grow into the future. In its first few years of execution, the 
strategic plan will be supported through a $10M grant recently awarded to NABS 
by the Kendeda Fund. www.boardingschoolhealing.org

Issues: violence against Native American women, Native American Two Spirit 
people, healing the trauma caused to the Native American community by the 
Native American boarding school experience
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Feburary 25, 2020

Our Host Tiokasin Ghosthorse is away from the studio. On this repeat edition of 
“First Voices Radio,” we dig deep into the show’s extensive 28-year old archive 
and present three remarkable individuals. Tiokasin interviews William Iġġiaġruk 
Hensley (Iñupiaq), author of “Fifty Miles from Tomorrow.” This is a stirring 
memoir of his childhood among the Iñupiaq people of Alaska, his lifelong 
crusade, including a stint in Congress, to protect their culture and way of life. It is 
the inspiring true story of one man’s quest to preserve and defend his people’s 
“Ilitqusiat” or Native Spirit.

Tiokasin also interviews Mari Boine, a Norwegian Sami musician known for 
having added jazz and rock to the yoiks of her Native people. Mari, who was born 
in Finnmark, Norway, grew up amid the Laestadian Christian movement as well 
as amidst discrimination against her people. She was asked to perform at the 
1994 Winter Olympics in Lillehammer, but refused because she perceived the 
invitation as an attempt to bring a token minority to the ceremonies. In the strict 
lestadian milieu joik was viewed as the devil’s work. “I am not Christian today,” 
she says, “But I have a holistic religion. I think this religion is gaining ground 
world wide.” More about Mari at www.mariboine.no.

Issues: challenges of preserving and defending the culture of Native Americans 
in Alaska, fusion of Native American music of Norway with modern musical 
idioms

March 17, 2020

Join Host Tiokasin Ghosthorse as he welcomes back two guests — Kenn 
Orphan and Ukumbwa Sauti. Kenn and Ukumbwa will join Tiokasin in an 
hourlong discussion about the fear that is currently gripping people and holding 
everyone in place across the planet. The three will discuss the impact on 
economies among other impacts and offer their thoughts on a post-Corona Virus 
recovery and the possibilities for a global awakening.

Issues: impact of the Coronavirus on people emotionally and economically, 
possibility of a global awakening arising from the crisis

March 31, 2020
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Join Host Tiokasin Ghosthorse for a special episode of “First Voices Radio,” 
drawn from our show’s immense 28 year-old archive. This show, from 2005, 
includes 50 minutes of monologue from our Host sharing his thoughts and 
musing about the notion of “Peace with Earth” that he continues to talk about with 
us every week. 

There is a gap between the logic, philosophy, spirituality and the quantum 
physics thinking of Indigenous peoples and the thought processes of non-Natives 
and Tiokasin strives — as he has done during all of the years that he has been 
on the radio — to convey thoughts from the Lakota language into a very linear 
English version. On the East Coast, where this original broadcast took place, 
“Nature is taken for granted because of so called civilization. Basically everyone 
thinks they have a right to the land — sucking off the land without ever thinking 
about giving back or taking care of what’s already here,” says Tiokasin. “All the 
people who have come to Turtle Island have come to find one thing and that is 
“Peace.” But it takes a lot of intelligence to live ‘with’ — not ‘on’ — Earth.”

Issues: the difficulty in communicating Native American philosophy using 
Western languages, understanding the proper relationship between the people 
and the land, interdependence

Forest and the Trees

Day/Time:  2nd Saturday/9:30am

Duration: 1/2 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description

Host Melinda Tuhus, a veteran independent journalist, covers a wide range of 
environmental subjects for both a local and global perspective.

Series Issues:  pollution, climate change, public health, government policy on the 
environment
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GM Report to the Listener

Day/Time:  2nd Thursday/12 Noon  

Duration: 1 hour 

Frequency:  monthly 

Origin: local  

Series Description 

WPKN’s General Manager Steve di Costanzo hosts a monthly show that touches 
upon internal WPKN events and fundraisers; interviews with newsmakers and/or 
area nonprofits.

Issue: WPKN events, activities of local nonprofit organizations

Integrative Wellness

Day/Time: Sunday/7:00 AM

Duration: 3 hours

Frequency: alternate weeks

Origin: local

Series Description

The show focuses on mind, body, and spirit wellness.  Regular segments include 
morning meditation, spiritual and material development with Maude Joseph, The 
Natural House Call with naturopathic physician Dr. Eugene Zamperion and 
nutrition/natural healing with nutritionist Ameni Harris and Global Healing 
covering political and other news impacting health.

Issues: health care, spiritual healing, nutrition and related news

La Esquina Latina/Sunday Mix
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Day/Time: Sunday/2:00 PM

Duration: 4 hours

Frequency: weekly

Origin: local

Series Description

Hosted by Luis Pomales and Edwin Rivera, Jr., La Esquina Latina has been 
providing socially conscience educational information and entertainment to the 
Latino community since 1974. 

Issues:  Latino culture and public affairs

LGBTQ Community Show

Day/Time: 4th Wednesday/noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: Local

Series Description

Host Andrew Ross and guests discuss issues of interest to the local LGBTQ 
community. Subjects range from health care, legal issues, civil rights, and 
community based events and organizations.

Issues: LGBTQ concerns including health care, civil rights, politics and local 
events and services for the community

Living the Green Life

Day/Time: 2nd Saturday/9:00 AM

Duration: 1 hour
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Frequency: monthly

Origin: Local

Series Description

Hosts Sarah Jane Compton and Lindsay Crum discuss how to make 
sustainability accessible and part of your everyday life.

Series issues: Environmental protection, nutrition, health

Local News

Day/Time: Monday through Friday/6:55 PM, Rebroadcast Monday through 
Thursday 11PM and Friday 10PM starting July 31, 2019 

Duration: 5 minutes

Frequency: every weekday

Origin: local

Series Description

This 5 minute daily report is produced by WPKN to keep our community informed 
of important local news.  

Issues: current local news issues of concern to our community

Mic Check

Day/Time: Sunday/5:30PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: local call-in

Series Description

http://www.wpkn.org/programming/today-on-wpkn/page/8/
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Host Richard Hill and other hosts interview guests on public affairs issues of 
concern to the local community.  Listeners are invited to express their views by 
calling in.

Issue: promote on air conversation with community on the issues that concern 
them

North Fork Works

Day/Time: 1st Wednesday/7:30PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local 

Series Description

Host Hazel Kahn interviews guests on a wide variety of issues of interested to 
communities on eastern Long Island’s North Fork.

Episodes

February 5, 2020

This month’s guest is Mark Haubner, Aquebogue, NY resident, activist and 
community organizer in several climate health organizations, including 
Drawdown East End and the global Trillion Tree Initiative. Mark is recognized as 
a leading resource for integrating the latest science-based thinking about climate 
disruption on the North Fork and the Peconic Estuary region. He will talk about 
some of the projects he is involved in that are designed to anticipate and combat 
the impact of climate change in our area and to support regeneration of both our 
natural and manmade systems.

Issues: projects on the North Fork to anticipate and combat climate change and 
to support regeneration of natural and manmade systems
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Organic Farm Stand

Day/Time: 1st and 3rd Thursday/noon

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: twice a month

Origin: local – call in

Series Description

Hosts Richard Hill, Guy Beardsley, an organic farmer from Shelton, Connecticut, 
Richard Hill, and Bill Duesing present information regarding organic gardening 
and farming and answer listener calls.

Issues: sustainable agriculture, organic food, gardening, the important role of 
bees

Ralph Nadar Radio Hour

Day/Time: Sunday/6:00 PM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: national

Series Description

Ralph Nadar, consumer advocate, political activist and five time Presidential 
candidate is joined by co-hosts Steve Skrovan and David Feldman for a lively 
informative hour of interviews with some of the nation’s most influential movers 
and shakers, and thought provoking discussions of the week’s news

Series issues:  consumer protection, political reform, independent politics

Second Saturday Magazine
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Day/Time: 2nd Saturday/1:00 PM

Duration: 3 hours

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description

In each show, host Bob Johnson conducts lengthy in-depth interviews with noted 
authors on a wide range of public affairs and cultural issues of concern to the 
community.

Issues:  social trends affecting our personal lives, religion and politics

Solidarity/What’s Your Point

Day/Time: Sunday/7 AM

Duration: 3 hours 

Frequency: alternate weeks

Origin:  local - call in

Series Description

Solidarity is equal rights and justice through song and the spoken word.  Host 
Garnett Ankle plays music to uplift and liberate the depressed and oppressed. In 
What’s Your Point, Garnett conducts guest interviews and gives listeners the 
opportunity to call in and voice their opinion on issues of the day. 

Issues: social justice, politics, culture

Sustainable East End

Day/Time: 3rd Wednesday/7:30 PM

Duration: ½ hour
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Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description

Sustainable East End, heard monthly at this time, is about land use, energy and 
water resources, transportation, and the farming and food industries on eastern 
Long Island. Programs are archived at sustainableeastend.blogspot.com

Episodes

March 18, 2020 

Hosts Francesca Rheannon and Tony Ernst ask “Should Southampton stop 
building in the Hills and beyond?” Before cancellation due to virus caution, on 
Tuesday March 24, the Southampton Town Board was set to approve legislation 
regulating what should happen when native grave sites are unearthed. The 
Board was also to consider placing a temporary moratorium on building in the 
Shinnecock Hills, a once pristine area, where natives buried their dead. But as 
development of multi-million dollar properties continues throughout the town and 
reasonably priced housing is scarce we asked real estate veteran Michael Daly, 
and local architect Bill Chaleff to consider what type of development is needed, 
and if we need a moratorium on building throughout Southampton. Also we 
asked Shinnecock graves-protection activist Becky Genia for her viewpoint.

Issues: Southampton policy regarding the treatment of local Native American 
burial sites, desirability of a moratorium on new development

This Way Out

Day/Time: Tuesday/7:30 PM

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: weekly

Origin: national

Series Description 

http://sustainableeastend.blogspot.com/
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National and international news of interest to the gay and lesbian community.  
Subjects include the legal status of same gender couples, adoption rights, 
discrimination and treatment of gays in the media.

Issues:  Gay rights

Tidings

Day/Time: 2nd Wednesday/7:30PM 

Duration: ½ hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description 

Tidings from host Hazel Kahan is a monthly program consisting of interviews with 
authors, activists, musicians  in the United States and in other countries, 
including Australia, Zimbabwe, Pakistan, India, Palestine, Israel and the United 
Kingdom.  Occasionally, the program takes the form of commentary and personal 
reflections on subjects that have included tipping, begging, the meaning of home, 
passports and creativity. Tidings is produced by Tony Ernst and archived at 
hazelkahan.com

Series issues:  international affairs, culture, education, social customs

Episodes:

January 8, 2020

This month Hazel’s guest on Tidings is Palestinian author and activist Ramzy 
Baroud about growing up in an UNRWA-managed refugee camp in Gaza and the 
existential threat to Palestinians’ Right of Return.

Issues: childhood in a refugee camp in Gaza, Palestinian Right of Return

February 12, 2020

http://www.hazelkahan.com/
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This month’s Tidings is 10 years old, one of a series of interviews from 2009, the 
tumultuous year following the financial crisis, when I asked leading thinkers to 
help me make sense of everything that was going on in our world. 

In this, the first of the series, I asked the question of two thinkers: John Daido 
Loori, founder of Zen Mountain Monastery and one of the most respected Zen 
teachers in the United States, a writer and award-winning nature photographer, 
answers my question from a Zen perspective. Daido Roshi died a year or so after 
the interview. 

I then asked my question of Peter Russell, whose book The Global Brain 
launched him into a lifelong exploration of the neuropsychology of 
consciousness. In this interview, Russell examines the tumult and crisis of our 
world in terms of our belief systems and the part that a developed consciousness 
can play in liberating our minds. I brought this Tidings episode out of the archives 
because I was struck by how much more self-absorbed and innocent we seemed 
to have been a decade ago when this program was first heard on WPKN, and 
how unconcerned we, or at least in my communities, we were then about climate 
change, corruption and each other.

Issue: The rise in global consciousness and the role it will play in liberating our 
minds

March 11, 2019

Hazel Kahan’s guest is Isabella Tree, talking about her latest book “Wilding,” 
which tells a new kind of creation story. From the Knepp estate in Britain’s West 
Sussex, Ms. Tree talks about how she and her husband Charlie Burrell, with the 
help of large-hoofed animals, literally turned over the deep clay soil that had 
defeated their attempts to intensively farm their 3.500 acres of ancient, inherited 
land, allowing the land to wild itself. and establish a functioning ecosystem where 
nature is given as much freedom as possible. The result is a place where life in 
all its possible blooming, buzzing diversity has returned, and the sound of turtle 
doves, storms of butterflies, the lives of creatures great and small is now heard 
wherever on their land you go. This wilding project joins many others around the 
world, including many emerging in this country, bringing with it a rare energy and 
hope that may not, as we feared, have disappeared after all.

Issue: Wilding, or returning to nature, land once farmed, ecological diversity

Youth Radio
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Day/Time:4th Saturdays/6:00 PM

Duration: 1 hour

Frequency: monthly

Origin: local

Series Description 

Youth Radio produced by local high school students under the supervision of 
WPKN’s Richard Hill, features news, opinions, creative writing, humor, public 
affairs and music from the high school community of New Haven and 
surrounding towns.  The series, not only, presents subjects of interest to local 
youth, but also, provides young people with training and experience in radio 
broadcasting.

Issues:  Concerns of youth, education in media


