
 

 

 
WGN Radio 

Quarterly Issues and 

Programs List 

4th Quarter 2016 
 

The purpose of a program report is to show how the station has given "significant 

treatment to community issues" during the past quarter.  Issues of interest in our 

community should guide program decision-making.  Issue coverage should also reflect 

station/show research into community needs/interests. 

  



 

 Issue:  Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation 
 

 Title of Program:  Patti Vasquez Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  10/3/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:35PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 35 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Host Patti Vasquez talks Laura Harmon about the 
Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation 

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Patti Vasquez and Laura Harmon discuss the many different 
ways in which the Pulmonary Fibrosis Foundation is trying to help find a cure to the 
disease. From the way they mobilize volunteers to the way they raise funds for 
research. They also welcome listeners with connections to the disease.    

  



 

 Issue:  Dog Adoption 
 

 Title of Program:  Chicago Canine Rescue   
  
 Date of Segment:  10-04-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  7:20a   
 

 Duration of Segment: 20 min  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed pet hoarding and adoption  
  

 Guests on the Segment: Anna Johnson, Fuji and Granny are available 

for adoption from Chicago Canine Rescue, 
  
  

Narrative Discussion: Ever wonder what happens to shelter dogs that are not 

perfect, are considered too young, too old, too sick or who have special 

needs? 

Traditionally, these animals were automatically euthanized at area shelters. 

However, today, Chicago Canine Rescue Foundation exists to give many of 

these animals a second chance, too! 

CCRF was founded in 2001 to help find permanent, loving homes for homeless 

dogs in our city. CCRF has saved the lives of over 3,000 dogs, cats, kittens (yes, 

we have started helping a few felines each year, too!) and puppies. 

CCRF assists the animals that are the MOST vulnerable in our city – the dogs 

and cats that are slated for euthanasia because they are too old, too young, too 

injured, have disabilities, or have simply been overlooked for too long by potential 

adopters at other shelters. 

You can make a difference for the animals today! 

 

 

http://www.chicagocaninerescue.com/


Issue: Health, Nutrition, Empowerment 

Date: 10/5/2016 

Time: 9:00 pm 

Duration: 30 Minutes 

Description: Justin speaks with chefs Matthias Merges and Jason Hammel about 

their efforts to get children to think more critically about food. 

Guest: Matthias Merges and Jason Hammel 

Narrative Discussion: Chicago chefs Jason Hammel (Lula Cafe) and Matthias 

Merges (Yusho, A10, Billy Sunday ) join Justin to talk about their careers, when 

they became interested in food, their tremendous contributions to the Chicago food 

scene, co-founding the Pilot Light program, how the program started, the 

importance of teaching children to think more critically about food and the 4th 

annual Feed Your Mind gala Benefit. 

  



 Issue:  National Runaway Safeline/Mental Health 
 

 Title of Program:  Patti Vasquez Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  10/5/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 18 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Host Patti Vasquez talks to Katie Walsh about the 
importance of the National Runaway Safeline 

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Patti Vasquez and Katie Walsh discuss the issue of teen 
runaways and how the National Runaway Safeline can help families. They also 
share a number teens can call if they are thinking about running away or know a 
friend that is having issues at home.   

  



 

 

 

 Issue:  Childhood Obesity  
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  10-11-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  6:40a   
 

 Duration of Segment: 8 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed the healthy eating and childhood obesity  
  
 Guests on the Segment: Evan Robinson and Chef Richard Ingraham of Common 

Threads  
  
  

Narrative Discussion: Common Threads  

 

For the more than 32.4 million children in low-income families, learning to eat 

and cook healthy can be challenging, but research shows nutrition education 

can have a positive impact on children’s futures[1]. In honor of National 

Childhood Nutrition Day (Oct. 16), I want to offer you the opportunity to 

interview local Chicago chef, Chef Richard Ingraham about the importance of 

nutrition education and getting families in the kitchen together, how he’s 

working with Common Threads to help bring free nutrition education programs 

to local families, plus tips for your viewers on how to get their kids cooking and 

eating healthy meals at home. 

 

 

  

http://www.commonthreads.org/the-problem.html
http://www.commonthreads.org/the-problem.html
http://www.chefrli.com/


 

 Issue:  Breast Cancer Awareness   
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  10-11-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  7:20a   
 

 Duration of Segment: 8 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Raising money for breast cancer awareness  
  
 Guests on the Segment: Laura H. Sage of the Lynn Sage Foundation  
  
  

Narrative Discussion: October kicks off Breast Cancer Awareness month and 

the Lynn Sage Foundation has impressively secured over 150 Chicago 

restaurants to fundraise the entire month to help find a cure for breast 

cancer.  Each participating restaurant will offer special dishes, desserts and 

cocktails with a percentage of proceeds going back to the Lynn Sage 

Foundation to support the work they are currently doing in breast cancer 

research.  

She can also talk about the “Lynn Sage Scholars” program where every 2 years 

a recipient receives $100,000 per year to focus on a specific area of research 

for breast cancer. 

 

 

  



 Issue:  Suicide  
 

 Title of Program:  Bill and Wendy Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  10-11-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:35am   
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Randy Vinyard 
 Guests on the Segment: Randy Vinyard, of the Jake Vinyard Foundatino. 
 Narrative Discussion: Randy’s son, Jake, took his own life in April of 2014. Since 

then, Randy has spoken out against suicide, and started The Jake Vinyard 
Foundation. He joins Bill and Wendy in the studio to talk about the great kid his son 
was, The Jake Vinyard Foundation, the Out of the Darkness Walk, signs of 
depression or pain, and much more. 

  



 Issue:  Chicago Cubs impact on Chicago 
 

 Title of Program:  True Blue Playoff Plus 
  
 Date of Segment:  10/11/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 1 hour and 50 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Hosts Adam Hoge, Andy Masur, and Mark Carman 
discuss the impact of a Cubs World Series win after they close out the NLCS. 
Listeners call in with reactions to a Cubs playoff series win. Listeners also share 
memories of past losses and how many loved ones would have enjoyed seeing the 
team win.  

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Hosts Adam Hoge, Andy Masur, and Mark Carman take 
calls throughout the evening after the Cubs win their NLCS series against the 
Giants. Many listeners react to what appears to be “the season” the Cubs finally win 
the World Series. Listeners also discuss the love ones that have passed on but 
would have cherished this Cubs season so far.  

  



 

 

Issue: Education, leadership, civil rights, healthcare 

Date: 10/17/2016 

Time: 8:00 

Duration: 60 Minutes 

Description: Justin Kaufmann speaks with political activists Bill Ayers and 

Bernardine Dohrn about the quest for justice in Amercia 

Guest: Bill Ayers and Bernardine Dohrn 

Narrative Discussion: Social justice activists Bill Ayers and Bernardine Dohrn 

join Justin at The Big Table to talk about a wide array of topics including the 

current presidential race between Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump, voter 

suppression, money in politics, the importance of activism and standing up to 

government, the similarity between protest movements in the 60’s to the protest 

movements today, the Black Lives Matter movement, the Colin Kaepernick 

controversy, the United States’ permanent state of war, education, gay rights and 

healthcare. 

  



 

 Issue:  Men’s Health / Movember 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  10.18.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:06am  
 

 Duration of Segment:   15 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Phil Donlon, Movember spokesperson and participant 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  Since 2003 Movember has raised 650 million dollars.  In 
addition, it has brought to the forefront men’s health.  Joining Digilio to discuss the 
organization and its importance was Phil Donlon, spokesperson and participant.  
Donlon became involved in the movement after both of his grandfathers died of 
Prostate cancer.  He explained that they were from a generation where men did not 
talk about health issues or go to the doctor.  Unfortunately both were diagnosed with 
cancer far within the process and Donlon only had a few weeks left with each.  This 
was part of the reason Donlon joined… he wanted men to know the importance of 
coming forward and going to the doctor.  Both Donlon and Digilio would go clean 
shaving on November 1st and raise money as they grew a moustache and only a 
moustache for the entire month.  This money would go to the foundation who, with 
the past money raised, helped fund over 1,000 breakthroughs in 21 countries.   

 

  



 

 Issue:  Flu Shots 
 

 Title of Program:  Bill and Wendy Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  10-18-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05am   
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Dr. Marielle Fricchione 
 Guests on the Segment: Dr. Marielle Fricchione of the Chicago Dept. of Public 

Health 
 Narrative Discussion: Dr. Marielle Fricchione is the new Medical Director for the 

Immunization Program at Chicago Department of Public Health. With Flu season 
upon us, she joins the Bill and Wendy show to talk about the flu shot, benefits of the 
shot, risks of the flu, why the strains change every year, where you can get the shot 
throughout the city, and much more. 

 

 

  



 Issue:  Cost Saving Tips Through Recycling and Reuse 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  10.19.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:05am  
 

 Duration of Segment:   22 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Stacy Nelson, author and award winning Set Decorator  
 

 Narrative Discussion:   In 2015 American spent 6.9 billion dollars on Halloween.  
Digilio welcomed Nelson, author and award winning set decorator, who provided tips 
on saving money will still throwing a great celebration.  Nelson focused on reusing 
and recycling materials already in the home.  This was done with in two ways.  First, 
many items one would purchase at stores can easily already be found in the 
home…they would just need some easy decoration.  Meanwhile, she provided 
creative uses of existing home items.  For example, one could take a bag of candy 
already purchased, pour them into a vase and add a candle.  Shut off the light and 
you create an eerie ambience using materials you already had.   

  



 

Issue: Arts, culture, affordable festivals, accessibility, government 

Description: Justin speaks with Commissioner of the Chicago Department of 

Cultural Affairs and Special Events Mark Kelly about government and its role in 

the arts and culture world 

Guest: Commissioner Mark Kelly 

Date: 10/25/16 

Time: 8:00 pm 

Duration: 60 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Mark Kelly, the new Commissioner of the Chicago 

Department of Cultural Affairs and Special Events (DCASE), joins Justin to talk 

about what interested him in taking this job, the international scope of Chicago’s 

arts and culture, why we need a government agency to connect us to the arts world, 

the impact and history of DCASE, making culture accessible for everyone, keeping 

festivals free and Mayor Emanuel designating 2017 as the “Year of Public Art.” 

  



 Issue:  Park Ridge Public Library Film Series 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  10.26.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:33  
 

 Duration of Segment:   13 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
 

 Guests on the Segment:  Matthew Hoffman, Series Programmer 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  The Park Ridge Public Film Series, in conjunction with the 
Pickwick Theater, puts on a series of screenings of classic films.  It not only provides 
a fun event to attend but to also educate attendees on classic film.  Digilio welcomed 
Matthew Hoffman, series programmer, to preview their next event – a Halloween 
related screening of Creature in the Black Lagoon.  For a small fee people of all 
ages could watch this classic film while enjoying extras including a costume contest 
for those under 12.  In addition they would learn about the film and the important role 
it played and in particular Millicent Patrick, a pioneer in the make-up industry whose 
accomplishment was downplayed simply because she was a woman.  Hoffman will 
spotlight her important role and give Patrick her well deserved due.   

  



 

 

 Issue:  Addiction 
 

 Title of Program:  Bill and Wendy Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  10-26-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  10:35am   
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Tim Ryan and Gary McCarthy 
 Guests on the Segment: Tim Ryan, Gary McCarthy, and Arthur Zards. 
 Narrative Discussion: Tim Ryan is a former heroin addict, and the founder of A 

Man In Recovery Foundation. Garry McCarthy is a Law Enforcement Officer, and 
Former Superintendent of the Chicago Police Department. Arthur Zards is the 
Founder of TedX Naperville. The group joins Bill and Wendy in the studio to talk 
about addiction and their upcoming TedX talks. 

 

 

  



 Issue:  Car Advice and Guidance 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  11.1.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:12 am 
 

 Duration of Segment:   45 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview, Call-In 
  

 Guests on the Segment:  Tom Appel, Publisher of Consumer Guide Automtoive 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  Buying and owning a car can be a stressful experience in 
fear of being ripped off.  Nick Digilio welcomed Tom Appel of Consumer Guide 
Automotive to answer listeners’ questions to help make the process easier by 
providing expert advice.  First Kathy called in.  She had received a second recall 
notice for her Honda Civic airbags even though she had them replaced years prior.  
She wondered if it was a scam.  Appel explained that it probably wasn’t since the 
airbags replaced years ago were still causing problems but she had the option of 
going to a different dealership if the current one did not feel right.  A texter from the 
309 area code asked for advice on a crossover type of car for a 16 year old going to 
college.  They wanted to get three people in the back for 5 to 6 thousand dollars.  
Unfortunately options were limited but Appel suggested the Kia Soul.  It would work 
but at that price point they might have to upgrade to a bigger vehicle.  A texter from 
the 224 area code recently purchased a RAV4 and was wondering Tom’s thoughts 
on the vehicle.  He liked it and actually was considering buying himself one.  They 
then received another seating question.  A texter form the 815 area code had four 
grandchildren so they were looking for a crossover with a third row and a vehicle that 
could house 4 car / booster seats.  Appel explained their best bet was the Nissan 
Rogue though they’d have to take the second row of seats to easily get to the third 
row of seats.  An 847 texter asked how reliable Carfax reports were.  Appel 
explained that no system was perfect and work could be done on the side without 
reporting to Carfax but for the most part it was a good system.  He did recommend 
that if you were buying from an independent car dealership you should have it 
inspected by a mechanic.  A texter from the 630 complained of back pain due to the 
seat of his Chevy Malibu.  Appel had not heard any other complaints and suggested 
having the car looked at because that was a fairly common seat. He suggested 
listener have the seat looked at in case it was broken. A 503 texter asked about the 
Honda Ridgeline.  Though Appel had not spent much time with it, a colleague had 
liked it. He added it was a good car that had some design flaws and those were 
made better by a recent redesign.  Finally Greg called in asking about the 2016 



Chrysler 300.  He owned a 2011 but heard they changed their transmission.  Appel 
confirmed they had but no problems had been reported.  If he liked his 2011 he’d 
probably like the 2016.   

  



 Issue:  Getting Healthy  
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  11.2.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:34am  
 

 Duration of Segment:   25 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
  

 Guests on the Segment:  Dr. David Gething, Ultra Marathon Runner and author 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  Dr. David Gething holds the distinction of being the first 
winner of the World Marathon Challenge which consisted of running seven 
marathons on seven different continents in only seven days.  Dr. Gething wrote 
about the experience his new book “Relentless.”  Part of the reason Gething wrote 
the book was to show people that they could achieve getting healthy by putting their 
mind to it.  Gething explained that he was not a health nut or someone who had 
been training his entire life.  Instead, he was a normal man who was of average 
health, perhaps even a little overweight.  However, after the birth of his child, he was 
inspired to get healthier.  This lead to a pursuit of running.  Before he knew it he was 
running marathons which felt very natural.  It felt so natural soon he was 
participating in ultra marathon and extreme running events.  His point to listeners 
was that no matter what shape they were in they should start getting healthy and it 
could lead to great things.   

  



 

 Issue:  Specials Needs  
 

 Title of Program:  Patti Vasquez Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  11/3/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:35PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 35 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Host Patti Vasquez talks to Holly Simon about her 
organization I Am Who I Am. 

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Patti Vasquez and Holly Simon discuss their personal 
connections to the special needs community and Holly’s upcoming fund raising 
event. They also discuss the challenges special needs families face and the ways in 
which others can better interact with and help those in need.  

  



 

 

 

 Issue:  Runaway children 
 

 Title of Program:  Bill and Wendy Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  11-07-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35pm   
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Maureen Blaha. 
 Guests on the Segment: Maureen Blaha, of the National Runaway Safeline 
 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy are joined in the studio by Maureen Blaha, 

executive director of the National Runaway Safeline, to talk about National Runaway 
Prevention Month.  

  



 

 

 Issue: Voting  
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  11-08-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  8:20a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 6 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed the process of voting   
  

 Guests on the Segment: David Orr  
  
  

Narrative Discussion:  As Cook County Clerk since 1991, David Orr is the chief election 

authority for suburban Cook County, one of the largest election jurisdictions in the country. 

A progressive voice in Chicago politics for 32 years, Orr has been nationally commended for his 

leadership on election reform, the Motor Voter law, early voting, and student election judge 

programs. Orr’s innovative efforts to boost productivity and improve efficiency in his office have 

also garnered recognition from Microsoft and the National Association of County Officials. 

  



 

 Issue:  Mental Health 
 

 Title of Program:  Bill and Wendy Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  11-08-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05am   
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Diana Rauner 
 Guests on the Segment: Developmental psychologist, President of the Ounce 

of Prevention Fund, and First Lady of the state of Illinois, Diana Rauner 
 Narrative Discussion: Diana Rauner joins the show today to talk about the 

Kennedy Forum, mental health, the Ounce of Prevention Fund, the Chicago Cubs, 
and so much more. 

  



 Issue:  Veterans Services / The Road Home Program 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  11.11.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:33am 
 

 Duration of Segment:   22 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
  

 Guests on the Segment:  Will Beiersdorf, Executive Dir. - Road Home Project 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  As we begin Veteran’s Day, Nick Digilio welcomes Will 
Beiersdorf, executive director of The Road Home Program at the Rush University 
Medical Center. This wonderful group is dedicated to helping soldiers and their 
families deal with the invisible wounds of war.  Digilio began the conversation with 
Beiersdorf’s own service.  He explained that he was a Naval reservist and called into 
duty hours after the September 11th attacks.  Being summoned without warning and 
being away took its toll on his family.  Thankfully many neighbors and loved ones 
stepped and aided the family until Beiersdorf could come home.  This inspired he 
and his wife to start Salute, Inc., a not-for-profit foundation focused on assisting and 
supporting injured military members and their families.  This drew the attention of 
Rush University who began the Road Home Program.  There they help returning 
veterans with invisible wounds of war such as PTSD, Traumatic Brain Injury and 
Military Sexual Trauma.  However, the program also helps the soldiers’ loved ones 
offering counseling sessions for parents, spouses, children and families as a group. 
They do this so the family can both express their feelings as well as better 
understand the feelings of the returning soldier.   

  



 

 Issue: Pet Adoption  
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  11-14-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed the need for pets to be adpted  
  

 Guests on the Segment: Steve Dale    
  
  

Narrative Discussion: With so many pets born, too many are coming into shelters and 

too few are adopted. Thousands of pets in shelters are waiting for a home.  Once safe 

at PAWS Chicago, every pet is treated as an individual and guaranteed life, no matter 

where they come from and what they need. 

  



 

 

 Issue:  Lung Cancer 
 

 Title of Program:  Bill and Wendy Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  11-15-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  1:35pm  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Harold Wimmer 
 Guests on the Segment: Harold Wimmer and Dr. Malcom Decamp. 
 Narrative Discussion: Dr. Malcom DeCamp is the Chief of Thoracic at 

Northwestern University and Northwestern Memorial Hospital. Harold Wimmer is the 
National President and CEO of the American Lung Association. They join Bill and 
Wendy in the studio to talk about Lung Cancer Awareness Month. What are some 
risk factors? How quickly does quitting smoking reduce your chances? They answer 
these and more. 

  



 

Issue: Civil rights, public policy, police reform, gay rights 

Description: Justin speaks with political activist Andy Thayer about the 

importance of protest movements in Chicago and the rest of the country  

Guest: Social justice activist Andy Thayer 

Date: 11/16/16 

Time: 9:00 pm 

Duration: 30 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Activist and civil rights advocate Andy Thayer joins Justin 

to discuss the recent protests over the results of the 2016 election, how these 

protests differ from some of the past protests, why we are not seeing protests in 

areas other than big cities, the history of protest movements in the United States 

and Chicago, what makes a successful protest, what he expects from the Donald 

Trump administration and if protesting can cause the Trump administration to 

change policy. 

  



 

 Issue:  Voter Registration Legislation   
 

 Title of Program:  Patti Vasquez Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  11/16/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:35PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 35 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Patti talks to State Senator Tom Cullerton about the Voter 
Registration bill that passed the IL House and Senate and the override of the bill’s 
veto 

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Patti Vasquez and State Senator Tom Cullerton look into the 
voter registration bill and how it will benefit many voters in the community. They then 
talk about why the bill was vetoed and how the House and Senate overrode that 
veto.   

 

 

  



 Issue: Giving Tuesday  
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  11-22-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  7:20a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 6 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed the initiative and national diabetes awareness  
  

 Guests on the Segment: Sarah Alter 

  
  

Narrative Discussion:  

 

#GivingTuesday is a global day of giving fueled by the power of social media and 

collaboration. 

Celebrated on the Tuesday following Thanksgiving (in the U.S.) and the widely 

recognized shopping events Black Friday and Cyber Monday, #GivingTuesday kicks off 

the charitable season, when many focus on their holiday and end-of-year giving. 

One of the best ways to get involved is in your own community. We've created a 

directory to help you find organizations, charities, events and more in your own 

community.  



 

Issue: Hunger, food insecurity 

Description: Justin speaks with Paul Morello of the Greater Chicago Food 

Depository about the effort to eliminate hunger. 

Guest: Paul Morello of the Greater Chicago Food Depository  

Date: 11/23/16 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 20 minutes 

Narrative Discussion: Paul Morello of the Greater Chicago Food Depository joins 

Justin to talk about a variety of issues including “food insecurity,” the 

circumstances that surround people who struggle with hunger, how hunger affects 

all different types of populations, making sure that the Food Depository sends out 

food that is nutritious, the importance of donations, the food service job training 

program, how the country is doing in fighting hunger, making sure the community 

realizes there is a high level of need, improving technology and the virtual food 

drive and how people and corporations can volunteer. 

 

  



Issue: Community Giving, Entrepreneurship, self-sufficiency, helping under-

resourced communities 

Date: 11/28/16 

Time: 9:35 pm 

Duration: 20 Minutes 

Description: Justin speaks about “Giving Tuesday” with Chick-fil-A franchise 

owner Rob Meier and Goodcity President Jimmy Lee about Giving Tuesday and 

the importance of coming up with inventive ways of giving back to your 

community. 

Guest: Chick-fil-A franchise owner Rob Meier and Goodcity President Jimmy Lee 

Narrative Discussion: Chick-fil-A franchise owner Rob Meier and Goodcity 

President Jimmy Lee join Justin to discuss #GivingTuesday and a special 

opportunity for you to give back by grabbing some food. Rob and Jimmy talk 

about the origins of this collaboration, what Goodcity does with the money they 

receive, the importance of finding clever ways of fundraising and the responsibility 

of businesses to support the local community. 

  



 

 Issue:  Mental Health during the holiday’s   
 

 Title of Program:  Jane Monzures Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  11/30/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:35PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 35 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Jane talks to positivity expert Tiffany Louise about how to 
deal with holiday depression 

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Jane and Tiffany discuss why some people actually become 
depressed during the holiday season. They then discuss ways to conquer this 
sadness and take listener calls with questions on why this happens and what can be 
done to prevent it. 

 

  



 

 Issue: Vets   
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  12-05-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  6:20a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed taking care of Vets and granting wishes  
  

 Guests on the Segment: Craig Steichen 

  
  

Narrative Discussion: Operation Warrior Wishes is a Father & Son’s Mission to Honor 

Heroes, Keep Legacies Alive & Provide Once in a Lifetime Experiences to Warriors 

from the Battlefields to the Ballfields. 

 

 

  



 

Issue: Arts, culture, inclusion 

Date: 12/5/16 

Time: 8:00 pm 

Duration: 45 Minutes 

Description: Actor Behzad Dabu talks about his work with the Chicago Inclusion 

Project  

Guest: “How To Get Away with Murder” actor Behzad Dabu 

Narrative Discussion: Behzad Dabu, Jeff-nominated actor, former Chicagoan and 

star of the ABC drama “How to Get Away with Murder,” joins Justin to talk about 

his work with the Chicago Inclusion Project, which encourages inclusive theater 

experiences that illuminate our shared human story by bringing together Chicago 

artists and audiences normally separated by physical ability, gender identity and 

ethnic background, providing inspiration and resources for the Chicago community 

to embrace inclusive programming in the arts. 

  



 

 Issue:  Seat Belt Recall 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  12.6.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:33 am 
 

 Duration of Segment:   10 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
  

 Guests on the Segment:  Tom Appel, Publisher of Consumer Guide Automtoive 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  Digilio welcomed back to the program Tom Appel, Publisher 
of Consumer Guide Automotive.  In addition to answering listener’s questions, Tom 
discussed a recent seatbelt recall that impacted 680,000 vehicles.  First Digilio noted 
that recalls seem to be happening more often.  Appel confirmed this but it was a 
good thing because manufacturers were acknowledging problems and rolling out 
fixes.  Digilio asked if they ever ignored recalls.  Appel said they did well into the late 
90s.  They would weigh the financial costs of bringing vehicles in versus resolving 
individual court cases.  However, after pressure, companies took the safe approach 
and started issuing recalls for their vehicles more often and as needed.  In this case, 
the maker is Ford and it involves the seat belt.  Within the seatbelt is a pre-tensioner.  
It worked like an airbag and literally explodes when a crash is detected. The pre-
tensioner explosion provided extra support to keep you in place.  However, the pre-
tensioners themselves were exploding causing the belt to come loose.  Digilio asked 
for the models impacted.  Appel said it was the Ford Fusion and MKZ.  The good 
news was that it was relatively easy fix and dealerships had the parts they needed to 
fix it.  Digilio returned to the technology and asked if this was common.  Appel said 
yes and in fact the story was not the pre-tensioner but the fact there was issues as 
they have been used by many for a long time with no problem.  Either way, the two 
recommended people get it fixed ASAP since the seatbelt is so important to safety.   

 

  



 

 Issue: Epilepsy and finding a cure 
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  12-07-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:05am 
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Miguel Cervantes  
 Guests on the Segment: Actor Miguel Cervantes  
 Narrative Discussion: Miguel Cervantes plays Alexander Hamilton in Chicago’s 

production of ‘ Hamilton’. He and his wife Kelly join Bill and Wendy in the studio. 
Their one year old daughter, Adelaide, suffers from a rare childhood epilepsy 
syndrome. The group talk about their new campaign, ‘My Shot at Epilepsy’, which 
hopes to help find a cure for the disorder. 

 

 

  



Issue: Activism, Protesting, Black Lives Matter, Chicago Youth Project, Gun 

Violence, Community Empowerment and Organizing, music and education 

Date: 12/7/16 

Time: 8:00 pm 

Duration: 45 Minutes 

Description: Justin welcomes activist and poet Malcolm London to talk about a 

variety of issues relating to protesting, activism, violence, music and education. 

Guests: Activist, musician, poet Malcolm London 

Narrative Discussion: Poet, organizer and hip hop artist Malcolm London joins 

Justin to discuss music being another creative outlet for him, the similarities and 

differences between poetry and rap, the explosion of talent coming out of Chicago, 

what attracted him to the poetry scene, the importance of having friends that live in 

all areas of the city, how being from the West Side has influenced his art, the role 

activism plays in his music and if he thinks Chicago is better off because of his 

tireless protest organizing efforts. 

  



 

 Issue:  Resources for Chicago Veterans  
 

 Title of Program:  Patti Vasquez Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  12/7/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:15PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 8 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Patti Vasquez talks to Victor Lagroon about the Office of 
Veteran Affairs in Chicago 

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Patti Vasquez and Victor Lagroon discuss the challenges 
veterans face when they reenter the community and how the office of veteran affairs 
in Chicago can help. Victor also discusses what those in the community can do to 
reach out to Veterans in their individual communities.   

 

  



 

 Issue:  Charity Raffle / Hockey Book Donation  
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  12.08.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  3:06  
 

 Duration of Segment:   11 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
  

 Guests on the Segment:  Howard Shapiro, author and charity raffle organizer 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  Howard Shapiro is the author of several books, a hockey 
enthusiast and the organizer of annual charity raffle that combines both passions.  
Since 2006 he had held a charity raffle where he gathered memorabilia from teams, 
added his own books and raffled them off for raising money for the Mario Lemieux 
Foundation and Hockey Fights Cancer.  In addition, he and his publisher Animal 
Media Group matched, dollar for dollar, all monies raised.  In addition, he and his 
publisher have donated over 2,5000 copies of his children’s books to NHL teams to 
use in their reading initiatives as well as charity raffles they may be hosting.   

  



 Issue:  Childhood Education    
 

 Title of Program:  Patti Vasquez Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  12/8/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:15PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 8 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Patti Vasquez talks to Sophie Shrand and Dan Kotowski 
about STEM education 

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Patti Vasquez and Dan Kotowski discuss the important of 
STEM education with Sophie Shrand. STEM is an important collection of subjects 
that and indispensable to childhood education and Sophie demonstrates why these 
topics help children succeed later in life. They then provide a funny practical 
example of STEM education in everyday life.  

  



 

 

 Issue:  The Dangers of Zero Percent Financing 
 

 Title of Program:  The Nick Digilio Show 
 Date of Segment:  12.13.16 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:34 
 

 Duration of Segment:   13 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment:  Interview 
  

 Guests on the Segment:  Herb Weisbaum, consumer reporter for NBC News 
 

 Narrative Discussion:  Weisbaum explained that zero percent financing was one of 
the most popular promotions now.  Companies that made the offer included Best 
Buy, Apple, Walmart and Toy’s R’ Us.  Usually it is offered on big ticket items like 
TVs.  As part of the deal you don’t have to pay interested for 6 months or more on 
the item and is generally considered a win-win.  Stores get to sell expensive 
products people might not have otherwise bought without the deal while the 
consumer gets a break.  However, Weisbaum explained, the important thing to 
remember was that it was a interested deferred payment, not a no interest purchase.  
As a result, if the buyer screws up and does not pay the full amount before the end, 
the interest kicks in and is due on the entire purchase price! In addition often times 
these interest rates were much higher than standard credit cards.  For example, a 
typical starting interested rate on a credit card is 14 percent.  Stores will often charge 
25 percent.  Digilio asked what consumers should do to be safe.  Weisbaum replied 
to read the fine print and understand the contract.  If one knows the rules they can 
avoid an issue. He also suggested marking the family calendar with due dates so 
one doesn’t forget.  Digilio asked if opening a credit card would hurt your credit 
score.  Weisbaum explained it would depend on the credit history but generally it 
was still the better option.  He provided the following example. Let’s say someone 
purchased a $1000 TV. Let’s also say they were diligent for the most part but had a 
$100 balance by the time the deal expired.  The retroactive interest would kick in.  If 
the interest rate was 27 percent, it would add $270 to the bill because it’s 27 of the 
full purchase price ($1000) for a new total bill of $370.  On the other hand, let’s say 
the person used a credit card with a 20 percent interest rate. All the credit card 
company could charge is the balance so if it’s 20 percent on $100 for an additional $ 
2, a huge difference from $270.  Weisbaum then provide two other words of warning.  
1)  Do not make the minimum payments because one would never reach paying off 



the full amount by the time allotted.  2)  These financing deals often apply to one 
item and only one item.  If you went in and added a second item, the plan would 
charge 27 percent on that item automatically.  The double whammy there is that 
when you make a payment it automatically gets applied to the item with the highest 
interest rate which, in this case, would be the second item.  This again increases the 
chances you won’t pay the first item in time. 

 

  



 

 Issue: New driving laws for 2017 
 

 Title of Program: The Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  12-15-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  2:35pm 
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Bill and Wendy talk with Jeff Kroll  
 Guests on the Segment: Attorney Jeff Kroll  
 Narrative Discussion: Bill and Wendy are joined in the studio by Jeffrey Kroll, Car 

Accident Attorney for Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard P.C. With the new year quickly 
approaching, they talk about the new traffic laws that we will have to abide by, such 
as laws regarding bicyclists, pedestrians and more. 

  



 

 Issue:  Upcoming Severe Weather   
 

 Title of Program:  Hannah Stanley Show 
  
 Date of Segment:  12/15/16 
 

 Time of Segment:  11:15PM 
 

 Duration of Segment: 8 minutes 
 

 Description of Segment: Hannah Stanley discusses upcoming weather warnings 
with Tom Skilling after a sudden change in temperature  

  
 

 Narrative Discussion: Hannah Stanley and Tom Skilling discuss what to do when 
the weather changes dramatically and how risky it can be to not take proper 
precautions when going outdoors in cold weather. They also preview the upcoming 
weather forecast.  

 



Issue: Accident, fire prevention 

Date: 12/16/16 

Time: 7:35 pm 

Duration: 10 minutes 

Description: Justin speaks with Allstate Agent Jose Fernandez about ways to 

avoid accidents this holiday season. 

Guest: Allstate Agent Jose Fernandez 

Narrative Discussion: Allstate agent Jose Fernandez joins Justin to discuss ways 

we can prevent holiday home hazards this year. Jose talks about the results of 

Allstate’s 2016 Holiday Home Hazards survey, the common hazards that are 

taking place and tips to prevent these hazards from happening to us. 

  



 Issue: 12 Days of Power 
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  12-20-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  6:10a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed the initiative of giving back and ComEd’s 
employees giving back to non profits  

  

 Guests on the Segment: Paula Conrad  
  
  

Narrative Discussion:  

 

At ComEd, volunteerism is a core company value.  Employees are on track to 

volunteer more than 20,000 hours in 2016, a number that has consistently 

gone up over the past several years. In addition to donating time, employees 

this year have given more than $1.2 million to local charities and recently 

donated $57,000 of those funds on Giving Tuesday, which was Nov. 29.   



 

 

 Issue: Students in Need  
 

 Title of Program:  Steve Cochran Show  
  
 Date of Segment:  12-26-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  9:10a     
 

 Duration of Segment: 10 minutes  
 

 Description of Segment: Discussed the education foundation district 219  
  

 Guests on the Segment: Alyse Burman 

  
  

Narrative Discussion: Although Pizza Wars is a family-friendly, fun event the 

purpose behind Pizza Wars should not be taken lightly. The Education 

Foundation raises funds for students who are in critical need. When the 

foundation was formed in 2007, the goal was to provide the basic tools of 

education however, the situation has become more severe in recent years. 

There is an increasing need for the foundation to provide money for food as 

well as financial assistance to student’s families who have fallen on difficult 

times. Over 34% of the students within Niles Township are in need of 

everyday supplies and unfortunately, the need continues to grow. The 

Education Foundation has awarded over $190,000 in grants and scholarships. 

It does indeed take a village to raise a child.  
  



 

 

 Issue: Smoking Lung Cancer 
 

 Title of Program: Frank Fontana and David Miranda in for the Bill and Wendy Show  
 

 Date of Segment:  12-31-16 
 

 Time of Segment:  10:15am  
 

 Duration of Segment: 30min 
 

 Description of Segment: Frank and David talk with Dr. Joel Nitzkin 
 Guests on the Segment: Dr. Joel Niztkin, a Public Health physician and R 

Street Senior Fellow for Tobacco Policy 
 Narrative Discussion: Frank and David talk with Dr. Nitzkin about quitting smoking 

as a New Years resolution, and the benefits it can bring.  

 


