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SECTION I. Issues 

 
 

A) Economy– A 2022 MinnPost poll found widespread concern over the cost of groceries, gas and more 
among Minnesotans. 79% of respondents said they felt their incomes were falling behind the cost of 
living.    

B) Substance Abuse – Drug overdose deaths spiked 38% in Minnesota from April 2020 to 2021, 
according to data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The Minnesota Department of 
Health says the number of suicides in Minnesota rose by 4% in 2021. 

C) Traffic Safety– - Minnesota had 497 traffic deaths in 2021. This is the highest amount the state has 
seen since 2007 when there were 510 traffic deaths 

D) Public Health – State officials addressed a variety of issues including mental health, a rise in skin 
cancer cases, and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The Department of Health continues to encourage 
residents to get the COVID-19 vaccine.  Skin Cancer cases have doubled since 1988 in Minnesota. And, 
new data suggests Minnesotans in rural settings might have trouble accessing quality care in the future.   

E)  Food Insecurity – According to Feeding America, 1 in 13 Minnesotans are dealing with hunger issues 
– 1 in 9 children.  

 

 

SECTION II – RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS 

MINNESOTA MATTERS, hosted by Scott Peterson, Tasha Redel, Bill Werner, Mark Dorenkamp and Mike 
Grim is a weekly locally produced public affairs program that discusses matters of importance to 
Minnesotans.  Minnesota Matters runs every Sunday morning on KROC-FM, KWWK, KDCZ, and KYBA 
from 6:00 a.m. and 6:30 a.m.  

April 3rd, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Economy 
 
This week: Nearly 30,000 people are estimated to visit Minnesota for the NCAA women’s Final Four. The 
hosts are joined by Kevin Kurt from Meet Minneapolis Bureau. Kurt discussed said the economic impact 
that an event like this has on local businesses is needed for those in the hospitality sector which was hit 
hard during the pandemic.   
 
 
 
 



April 10th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Traffic Safety 
 
This week: The hosts are joined by Mike Hansen from the MN Dept. of Traffic Safety to talk about the 
state’s crackdown on distracted driving. Hansen says law enforcement agencies across the state will be 
looking for and ticketing distracted drivers. He explains different types of distractions including phones, 
eating, pets, applying makeup, etc. He describes driving as a critical task that requires full attention.   
 
April 17th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health 
 
This week: The hosts talk to Carrie Mortrud, MN Nurses Assoc. Staffing Specialist, to discuss new report 
that shows 20% of rural healthcare workers in Minnesota plan to change professions within the next five 
years. Mortrud explains how this could be a major crisis for Minnesotans seeking healthcare.  
She says understaffing impacts patient care.   
 
April 24th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health 
 
This week: The hosts recap a federal judge’s decision to strike down a national public transportation 
mask mandate. Kyle Potter from Thrifty Traveler joins the program to talk about how this might impact 
travel from Minnesota airports and share information on how travelers can still protect themselves 
when they fly.  
 
May 1st, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health/Economy 
 
This week: The hosts share a positive update as MN’s uninsured rate hits a record low. They also outline 
new aspirin recommendations that stemmed from HealthPartners research.  
 
The hosts also recapped Governor Walz’s state of the state address. In his speech, Walz urged 
lawmakers to come together and finalize a deal for Covid bonus payments for the state’s frontline 
workers – republicans and democrats came to an agreement late in the week.  
 
May 8th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health/Economy 
 
This week: A leak revealed the Supreme Court’s intention to overturn Roe v Wade. Carleton College 
Professor Steven Schier joined the program to talk about the impact.  
 
Pauline Van Nurden from the University of Minnesota joins the program to talk about the state of the 
farm economy in Minnesota. She said Minnesota farmers profits were good in 2021. She credits this to 
better-than-expected yields and the rising cost of commodities. Van Nurden says there is too much 
uncertainty to predict how 2022 will turn out but says commodity prices are still strong.   
 
 
May 15th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Economy/Food Insecurity 
 
This week: The hosts are joined by a representative from the Minnesota Salvation Army to honor 
volunteers that have helped during the pandemic by ringing bells, serving food, and mentoring. A 
request for more volunteers is made because food distribution continues to be well above pre-pandemic 
levels. And now, with inflation impacting many there has also been a rise in requests for financial 
requests to help with rent and bills.  



 
May 22th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Substance Abuse 
 
This week: A CDC report shows that overdose deaths up across the US and in Minnesota – A Doctor from 
Hazelden Betty Ford Clinic joined the program to discuss the report and explain how the stresses of the 
pandemic are playing a role in this alarming rise. She says in March Hazelden had its highest number of 
admissions. The doctor said family support is crucial and offered tips on how to take the first step to 
beat addiction.  
 
May 29th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Traffic Safety 
 
This week: Mike Hansen from Department of Traffic Safety joins the show to talk about the state’s 
crackdown on seatbelt usage. He discussed how officials have noticed an increase in high risk driving 
behaviors like speeding and not wearing a seat belt.  Hansen explained how seat belts save lives. He 
talked about a robust media campaign to promote the crackdown – Over 300 police and sheriff agencies 
partnered with the state patrol to put extra enforcement on area roads between.  
 
June 5th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Economy/Public Health 
 
This week: Ben Wogsland from MN Hospitality joins the show to talk about the state of the state’s 
hospitality industry and says there are positive signs of increased travel around the state, but warns that 
current workforce shortage could impact travelers.  The industry is still down 25,000 employees from 
pre-pandemic levels. 
 
Dr. Ingrid Polcari from the University of Minnesota also appears on the program to talk about skin 
cancer prevention. She explains the various types of skin cancer and talks about how melanoma rates 
have doubled since 1988. 
 
June 12th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Economy 
 
This week: The hosts explain how Minnesota’s frontline workers can apply for COVID bonus checks. The 
state approved $500 million in payouts to essential workers.  
 
Professor George John from the University of Minnesota joined the program to explain how consumers 
should shop smart and watch out for shrinkflation. He explained how companies are reducing the 
amount of product in their packages but charging the same amount.   
  
Jennifer Ho, Minnesota’s Housing Commissioner, appeared on the program to talk about the program 
and tell listeners how to apply. This program provides people that are behind on their mortgage or taxes 
financial assistance that doesn’t need to be paid back.  
 
June 19th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health 
 
This week: The hosts provide an update on COVID-19 and the state’s new test and treat sites. The 
program also offers information on mosquitoes and ticks and related illnesses like West Nile Virus and 
Lyme Disease. 
 
 



June 26th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Economy 
This week: The hosts discuss the ongoing debate between Governor Walz and state republicans on how 
to use the state’s surplus. Walz wants to send rebate checks to help Minnesotans pay for essential items 
like gas and groceries – State republicans want permanent tax cuts.  


