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SECTION I. Issues 

 
 

A) Economy– A 2022 MinnPost poll found widespread concern over the cost of groceries, gas and more 
among Minnesotans. 79 percent of respondents said they felt their incomes were falling behind the cost 
of living.    

B) Mental Health – Health experts say the ongoing pandemic is still impacting Minnesota’s mental 
health in a negative way and continue to raise awareness and encourage treatment. There were 723 
suicide deaths in 2021.  

C) Traffic Safety– - Minnesota had 497 traffic deaths in 2021. This is the highest amount the state has 
seen since 2007 when there were 510 traffic deaths 

D) Public Health – Topics covered include lung cancer, adverse patient events in hospitals, a nursing 
shortage, an annual report on the sexual health of adolescents in MN, and abortion. 

E)  Public Education – Minnesota’s Education Commissioner says reading and math scores dropped 
during the pandemic. Meanwhile, a recent survey shows the majority of Minnesota parents say school 
shutdowns hurt kids.  

 

SECTION II – RESPONSIVE PROGRAMS 

MINNESOTA MATTERS, hosted by Scott Peterson, Tasha Redel, Bill Werner, Mark Dorenkamp and Mike 
Grim is a weekly locally produced public affairs program that discusses matters of importance to 
Minnesotans.  Minnesota Matters runs every Sunday morning on KROC-FM, KWWK, KDCZ, and KYBA 
from 6:00 a.m. and 6:30 a.m.  

 
July 3rd, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health, Public Education, Politics, Abortion, Women’s Rights 
 
This week: This week the hosts talk about abortion, public schools and geopolitics and share the 
viewpoints of the two candidates running for MN Governor – Tim Walz and Scott Jensen.  
 
Carlton College Professor Steven Scheer joins the show to discuss a recent survey on public education. 
Sheer says 46% of Minnesotans surveyed graded schools lower than they had prior to COVID. 87% of 
parents said school shutdowns hurt kids. 
 
 
 



 
July 10th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Mental Health, Grief 
 
This week: Dr Fiyyaz Karim joined the show to discuss Prolonged Greif disorder and mental health issues. 
Karim talked about the negative effects of prolonged grief and provided information on resources to 
help on the path to healing. 
 
 July 17th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health, Sex Education 
 
This week: The hosts talk to Jill Farris from the University of Minnesota about a recent report on 
adolescences sexual health in Minnesota.  Farris says the number of teen pregnancies and STDS declined 
in the last year.  Teen pregnancies are at historic lows in the state. 
 
July 24th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Health, Public Education, Abortion, Women’s Rights, 
Cannabis, Sex Education 
 
This week: This week the hosts discuss Minnesota’s laws on abortion. Legal Professor David Schultz from 
Hamline University joins to discuss the US Supreme Court’s decision and what that means for 
Minnesotans.  
 
Director of the Office of Medical Cannabis, Chris Tholkes, joins to discuss gummies and chews being 
added to the state’s list of approved products. Chris talks about the benefits for patients.  
 
Dr. Jill Farris from the Univ of Minnesota joins to talk about a recent survey and explains what type of 
sex ed topics could be covered in public schools. 
 
July 31st, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Economy, Childcare, Housing, Healthcare 
 
This week: The economy was the top issue with Minnesota politicians this week. Bill Werner outlines 
Governor Walz’s 10-year economic plan which focuses on childcare, housing, healthcare, reducing 
barriers to job creation, workforce training, and investment in Minnesota businesses. 
 
August 7th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Economy, Public Health, Healthcare, Nurse Burnout 
 
This week: Senator Tina Smith joins the program to discuss the recently passed CHIPS act and how the 
new law will create more than 40,000 direct jobs and over 200,000 indirect jobs across the country. 
Smith explains how the semi-conductor chips being created in the USA will help Minnesotans. She 
explains having control over chip production will stabilize prices especially with vehicles and will help 
MN farmers that rely on the chips in their equipment.  
 
The Minnesota Department of Health says the number of adverse patient events rose in 2021. MN 
Nurses Association President Mary Turner joins the program and explains that understaffed hospitals is 
the main reason why. Turner is concerned that nurses are asked to do more than they are capable of 
doing.   
 
 
 
 



 
August 14th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Mental Health, Public Health, Cancer 
 
This week: The hosts discuss the phycological impact of the pandemic with Dr. Kaz Nelson from the 
University of Minnesota. They cover several topics including existing effects of pandemic stress, repeat 
infections, and long-covid. Nelson says the virus impacts a person’s brain which can exacerbate mental 
health issues.  COVID-Fatigue is also wearing on people and causing more stress.  
 
Pat McKone from the MN American Lung Association joins the program to discuss lung cancer stats from 
2021 – She says it’s the leading cause of cancer deaths in men and women in Minnesota. She discusses 
prevention and treatment.  McKone outlines the high-risk group and encourages screening to achieve 
better outcomes. 
 
August 21st, 2022 – Issues Discussed:  Economy, Childcare, State Funding 
 
This week: Brandon Toner with the MN Dept of Employment and Economic Development joins the show 
to discuss the childcare economic development grants available in the state. He explains what the grants 
are for and who is eligible to apply. 
 
August 28th, 2022 – Issues Discussed:  Politics  
 
This week: The hosts discuss the Minnesota state fair and talk about the race for Governor in MN. 
 
September 4th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Heath, Public Education, Healthcare, Nurses, Politics 
 
This week: The hosts discuss a looming nurses strike – Up to 15,000 nurses are planning to strike in the 
Twin Cities area.   
 
The program also dives deep into the Education plans of the two leading candidates for Governor. 
 
September 11th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Public Education, Teacher Shortage, School Safety,  
 
This week: MN Education Commissioner, Heather Mueller, joins to discuss education challenges that 
students and staff face during this school year. Mueller talks about school safety being a top priority and 
how educators have implemented response plans to use in the event of a school shooting.  Mueller says 
reading and math scores dipped during the pandemic but MN’s new compass program is designed to 
help those students with more support. 
 
September 18th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Mental Health, Suicide, Public Health, Traffic Safety 
 
This week: Dr Dan Reidenberg, Exec Director of MN’s Save Organization, joins the show to raise 
awareness on suicide being a public health issue and encourages everyone to get involved in mental 
health.  Reidenberg says 723 Minnesotans completed suicide in 2021 and talks about different 
treatment options and recourses for people battling mental health issues.  
 
Sheryl Cummings from Operation Lifesavers is interviewed during this program to discuss Rail Safety 
Week. Each year, 30 people are killed by trains in MN. Cummings shared information to educate 
listeners on how to be safe near rail crossings. 



 
September 25th, 2022 – Issues Discussed: Mental Health, Suicide 
 
This week: Tonya Carter from the State Health Department joins the program to discuss Suicide 
Prevention Awareness Month. Carter discusses the new 988 hotline and other mental health recourses 
available in Minnesota. 
 


