
WRAM ISSUES AND PROGRAMS
October 1, 2021 - December 31, 2021

A list of some of the significant issues responded to by WRAM, Monmouth, Illinois
along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues

Description Of Issue Program/Segment Date Time Duration Narration of Type of Segment
Agriculture Live Interview 10/1/2021 7:20am 20 min The Illinois State Corn Husking contest is back this

Sunday, October 3rd at the Jerry Lewis Farm, located
southeast of Good Hope, with registration beginning at 8
am followed by the contest at 9am. President Richard
Humes breaks down the husking classes:

Community Events Live Interview 10/5/2021 8:20am 20 min Fall produce is beginning to show up at the Monmouth
Farmer’s Market, located in the Fortress Bank parking
lot, on Friday evenings during the new fall hours of 5 to
7 pm, says Monmouth Area Chamber of Commerce
Executive Director Kelli Kinzer

Health Live Interview 10/6/2021 8:10am 20 min As a booster for the Moderna vaccine has yet to be set in
motion, the Pfizer booster has been approved by the
CDC. Warren County Health Department Administrator
Jenna Link explains who is eligible to receive the Pfizer
booster vaccine:



Police Live Interview 10/8/2021 8:10am 20 min Drugs continue to cause concern as they flood the
streets, especially methamphetamine, which Monmouth
Police Chief Joe Switzer says is making its’ way to the
Midwest from Mexico. While getting the drugs off the
street continues to be a problem, so is getting the
individuals the assistance they need, states Chief
Switzer:

Education Live Interview 10/13/2021 8:10am 15 min Three Monmouth College students along with retired
Biology Professor Ken Cramer conducted a study on
how the college could become more carbon neutral over
the next ten years. One of the students assisting on the
project, Environmental Studies Major and Junior Grace
Simpson, has more:

Agriculture Live Interview 10/18/2021 8:10am 15 min Keeping a positive dialog between state and federal
regulators when programs are advised and regulations
are written is important in keeping agriculture at the
table says Director of Environmental Policy at the
Illinois Farm Bureau Lauren Lurkins, as the Farm
Bureau is discussing a vast issue right now, the Clean
Water Act:

Education Live Interview 10/21/2021 8:10am 10 min The United School Board of Education has begun their
discussion on the upcoming tax levy that will be
requested from the four counties in the district, says
Superintendent Jeff Whitsitt:



Political Live Event 10/25/2021 8:20am 15 min Illinois Senators oppose the repeal of the Illinois
Parental Notification of Abortion Act, an issue media
reports indicate could be addressed during the current
fall Veto Session in Springfield. 47th District State
Senator Jil Tracy says the bill is illogical ....

County Live interview 10/27/2021 7:30am 15 min The Warren County Board has approved a tentative
budget as their new fiscal year begins on December 1st.
While Warren County is the only county in the state
with no debt, Chairman Mike Pearson says the budget is
unbalanced by a shortage of $475,000, which he says is
tied to increased labor costs:

Community Live Interview 11/1/2021 8:20am 15 min The holiday season is here. Galesburg Chamber is
gearing up for their annual Thanksgiving Luncheon at
Cedar Creek Hall on Monday, November 22nd. While in-
person tickets are sold-out, virtual tickets may still be
purchased online at galesburg.org. Galesburg Area
Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Pam Gaither
says the time to shop locally is now



Community Live Interview 11/4/2021 8:10am 15 min As the fall harvest season continues to wind down --
coupled with the end of daylight saving time this
coming weekend -- Warren County Sheriff Martin
Edwards reminds motorists to use caution when driving
behind or near tractors, combines, and other types of
large farming equipment on area roadways:

Education Live Interview 11/5/2021 8:10am 20 min Divine Chepape is an exchange student from South
Africa who is attending United High School this year.
Divine's journey to western Illinois started two years
ago when she began filling out applications to attend
school in the United States

City Live Interview 11/8/2021 8:20am 25 min The first item on this week's City Council agenda was a
public hearing on a proposed Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) application to the Illinois
Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity.
City Administrator Lew Steinbrecher discusses the grant
application, which would help fund public water
infrastructure improvements in Monmouth, including a
new water tower and treatment facility near Smithfield
Foods:



Cyber Security Forum LIVE EVENT 11/9/2021 11am 60 min Learn how to protect yourself or your business from
scams, identity theft, malware, ransomware, phishing,
and data breaches. Hear the  Cyber-Security Forum on
Tuesday November 9th from noon to 1pm on AM
1330/FM 94.1 WRAM or online. Go to
radiomonmouth.com

Non-Profit Live Interview 11/15/2021 8:20am 15 min The Greater Warren County United Way’s 2022
Campaign is currently underway. Executive Director
Jeannie Weber shares what makes their campaign and
the local United Way so unique:

Ransomeware ProtectionLive interview 11/17/2021 8:10am 15 min Ransomware is a form of malware designed to encrypt
files on a device, making the system unusable. The bad
actors then demand a ransom in order for you to regain
access. City of Monmouth Communications Director
Ken Helms says backing up your device is the single
best defense in preparing for a potential ransomware
attack:



Agriculture Live Interview 11/22/2021 8:40am 15 min In a recent report on the Illinois farmdocdaily, projected
2022 net incomes on Illinois grain farms are below the
2020 and 2021 levels. Rising costs and cash rents have
led to these lower incomes with increasing fertilizer
costs having a negative impact. Krista Swanson, local
farmer and Research Specialist for the University of
Illinois Gardner Ag Policy has the latest report on costs
for Central Illinois:

Community Live Interview 11/24/2021 8:20am 15 min Preparation is underway for the Highpoint Church
Community Thanksgiving Dinner at the Monmouth
American Legion. Dine-in, takeout, and delivery are all
available for anyone to enjoy this year, says Pastor AJ
Reynolds:

Health Live Interview 11/29/2021 8:10am 15 min Side effects remain a big question among COVID-19
vaccines. OSF HealthCare Occupational Health Dr.
Robert Ayers shares what has been seen during clinical
trials when focusing on the first six weeks after
receiving a vaccine:



Community event Live Interview 12/1/2021 8:10am 15 min The 4th Annual Christmas on the Square in Downtown
Monmouth is back this Friday night from 5 to 8 p.m.
with the theme ‘Don’t Let the Grinch Steal Christmas.’
Downtown Monmouth will be transformed into
Whoville and the Monmouth Area Chamber of
Commerce Executive Director Kelli Kinzer highlights
activities taking place during the family fun event

Political Live Interview 12/3/2021 8:10am 15 min A Western Illinois lawmaker is speaking out about the
new legislative maps in Illinois. Dan Swanson, a
Republican from Alpha, is one Representative whose
district was carved up, shifting his residency from the
74th to the 71st District, something Swanson says may
have been done with purpose...

County Live Interview 12/7/2021 8:10am 15 min After looking at several sites around the City of
Monmouth, the Warren County Board Land Acquisition
Committee has located a piece of land as the possible
location of the new Warren County Jail. The Board
approved the purchase of the land and the entrance into
an option contract with the land owner. Jail Advisory
Committee Chairman Chip Algren explains:



Agriculture Live Interview 12/9/2021 8:10am 15 min Over the past year fertilizer prices have increased
drastically. West Central FS Crop Specialist Brendan
Marshall does not foresee costs declining by next spring
as the high prices are leading to projections of near
record-high costs for corn and soybeans in 2022:

City Live Interview 12/14/2021 8:30am 20 min New construction and renovations are happening
throughout the City of Monmouth as we hear from
Zoning Director Joe Clark: The Monmouth Townhomes
are the new 22 duplexes as 44 units that will be
available for rent in the City of Monmouth.

Education Live Interview 12/17/2021 8:10am 15 min From bus drivers to substitute teachers,
paraprofessionals, and teachers, a nationwide shortage
of individuals going into education has been a major
topic recently. Locally, in partnership with Monmouth
College, the Regional Office of Education #33 has
trained 27 pre-service teachers to become short-term
substitutes to address the concern informs Assistant
Regional Superintendent Lori Loving:



City Fire Department Live Interview 12/21/2021 8:10am 15 min The Monmouth Fire Department is kicking off this
year’s “Keep the Wreath Red” fire safety campaign.
Each year the Fire Department hangs a wreath on the
front of the fire station decorated with all red lights. In
the event of a structure fire in the community, a red light
is changed to white explains Firefighter Justin Thomas:

Senior Citizens Live Interview 12/27/2021 8:10am 15 min With the Medicare open enrollment period now closed,
next on the agenda is taking a look into January and
using the new cards for the first time. Strom Center
Executive Director Carol McCrery says to not be
alarmed by a high medication cost in January due to a
$480 deductible that has to be met with name brand
medications:

Health Live Interview 12/29/2021 8:30am 15 min COVID-19 cases are not just on the rise nationally, but
locally as well. Early findings are indicating the omicron
variant is highly transmissible and appears to be re-
infecting individuals who had an earlier variant and also
evading those fully vaccinated. While everyone is still at
risk of contracting the virus and the omicron variant is
more contagious, the symptoms seem to be milder,
however, a rise of cases in children is being seen,
informs OSF HealthCare Holy Family Occupational
Health Physician Dr. Robert Ayers:


