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Issue Title Description Dates Ran Dura-

tion

Airing

Public 

Interest

Deer Season 

Coming to a Close

-- Deer hunting season is nearing its conclusion in Tennessee. The gun 

season for deer concludes on Jan. 8 while the second Young Sportsman Hunt 

for 2016-17 is Jan. 14-15. For the Young Sportsman Hunt, youth, 6-16 years of 

age are allowed to participate. The young sportsmen must be accompanied by 

a non-hunting adult at least 21 years of age who must remain in a position to 

take control of the hunting device. The accompanying adult must comply with 

fluorescent orange regulations, as specified for legal hunters. Multiple youth 

may be accompanied by a single qualifying adult. The first youth hunt of the 

season was held Oct. 29-20. The gun season for deer for everyone across the 

state began Nov. 19. Archery and muzzleloader equipment are also legal 

during gun season. In addition, in Unit L counties on private lands only, 

antlerless deer can be hunted Jan. 9-13. A final harvest tally for 2016-17 will 

be completed a few weeks following the completion of the Young Sportsman 

Hunt.

1/2/2017 0:56 12:05 &16:06



Human 

Interest

Great Smokey 

Mountains National 

Park Workers 

Praised

On Friday U.S. Sen. Lamar Alexander praised employees and volunteers at

the Great Smoky Mountains National Park for their work in welcoming a record

11,312,785 visitors to the park in 2016, the U.S. National Park Service

Centennial.“Documentarian Ken Burns said the national parks are ‘America’s

best idea,’ so the Great Smoky Mountains National Park must be ‘America’s

very best idea’ because each year it attracts nearly twice the visitors of any

other national park – and last year it broke its own record with more than 11

million visitors. The park’s dedicated employees and nearly 2,250 volunteers –

who donated over 100,000 hours of service – had a busy year and deserve a

lot of credit. In 2015, visitors to the Park spent more than $874 million and

supported nearly 14,000 jobs in surrounding communities.” Alexander said he

hopes even more visitors will come to the park in 2017 which will help the area

recover from the deadly wildfires that spread through Sevier County and

Gatlinburg in November: “Having even more visitors come to the Smokies in

2017 will increase tourism revenue and support more jobs – which will help the

area rebuild and recover.” 

1/16/2017 0:60 12:07&16:06

 



Education Classes Cancelled 

at Sunbright School

As reported by the Knoxville News-Sentinel, Morgan County officials cancelled

classes at Sunbright School Thursday after a report of a man with a gun in the

area. An E-911 dispatcher said the report was received about 5 a.m. near the

school at 205 Burrville Rd. in Sunbright. The dispatcher said the school was

closed as a precaution. Authorities were searching for a man who fired "four or

five rapid shots" near the building. Deputy Trevor Shadden, Morgan County

Sheriff's Office spokesman, told the News-Sentinel that Russell Simpson, 31,

of Sunbright, has been charged with one count of domestic assault. An officer

first arrived at the school at about 5 a.m. on a call of an overdose but instead

found Simpson and a woman in an altercation. He tried to talk to the Simpson,

who had apparently struck the woman at some point in the argument. The man

took off toward the woods and fired shots from his handgun as he escaped.

The school serves more than 500 students in grades pre-kindergarten through

12. All other Morgan County Schools remained open. 

1/26/2017 & 

1/27/17

0:40 12:04,16:04,&   

1/27/17 7:04

.



Health Electronic Nicotine 

Delivery Review

In February of 2013, the Tennessee Department of Health issued its first 

public health advisory on electronic nicotine delivery systems. After reviewing a 

growing body of unbiased, scientific research, TDH is issuing an updated 

advisory that provides more information and urges current and potential users 

to understand new evidence of risks associated with e-cigarettes and similar 

devices. TDH Commissioner John Dreyzehner, MD, MPH. “We know some 

may consider the use of electronic cigarettes to quit conventional tobacco 

products. Both current and potential users of all electronic nicotine delivery 

systems should be aware e-cigarettes are not approved as smoking cessation 

devices by the FDA or CDC, and their use may create a variety of dangers. 

Our ongoing review of research gives us significant concerns about the 

negative impacts e-cigarettes and similar devices can have for those who use 

them, for those who are exposed to second-hand emissions and for children 

who may swallow chemicals or batteries. Our recommendation is that people 

who are considering them for smoking cessation should instead use CDC-

approved methods. Those who are thinking about them for recreational 

purposes should know they are placing themselves at risk for developing a life-

long nicotine addiction or exposing themselves and others to substantial 

harm.” 92341

1/14/2017 1:04 12:07&16:07

Weather Potholes as Season 

Arrives

Extreme cold followed by warm weather and rain is a perfect recipe for 

potholes according to the TN Dept. of Transportation winter weather extremes 

lead to an increase in potholes on state highways and bridges.  

1/19/2017 0:56 12:07&16:07



 Potholes form when moisture seeps into cracks in the pavement, then freezes 

and thaws causing the cracks to expand. The constant pounding of traffic 

loosens the pavement which causes it to crumble, creating potholes. Severe 

swings in temperature such as Tennessee has experienced over the past 

several days, followed by periods of rain, are the perfect conditions for 

widespread potholes to form. Weather permitting, TDOT crews all over the 

state are patching potholes on a daily basis. During winter months, TDOT 

typically relies on a “cold mix” asphalt as a temporary fix. Once warmer 

weather arrives and “hot mix” asphalt plants are operational, TDOT will 

perform more permanent repairs. TDOT spends approximately $2 million 

annually on statewide pothole repair. Motorists are advised to be alert and 

watch for TDOT crews working on the highways and bridges. Tennessee state 

law requires motorists to move over or slow down for emergency, maintenance 

and construction vehicles or face a fine of up to $500. 


