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April 2, 2016

Topic: Education: Fire Prevention and Safety 
Guests: Derrick Sawyer, Philadelphia Fire Commissioner

Our focus on, “In Focus” is fire prevention and safety. On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for 
Saturday, April 2, 2016, Jennifer’s guest is Philadelphia Fire Commissioner Derrick Sawyer, a 30-year 
veteran who heads up the nation’s fifth largest fire and emergency services department in the country. 
Commissioner Sawyer also talks about his department under a new administration. And, he shares other 
important information about smoke detectors, cooking safety and how to develop an all-important 
evacuation plan for your family. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. 
to Noon on PHL 17. 

April 9, 2016

Topic: Health: Fighting Premature Birth and Researching Birth Defects  
Guests: Dr. Jay Greenspan, Chair of the March of Dimes PA Program Services Committee

 Dr. Michal Elovitz, University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine
 Sue Schick, March of Dimes PA Volunteer

 
Our focus on, “In Focus” is the March of Dimes PA. The non-profit organization focusing on pregnancy and 
health is a resource to help moms have full-term pregnancies and healthy babies. And the organization is 
continuing its original mission regarding research and helping to prevent birth defects. On “In Focus” with 
host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, April 9, 2016, Jennifer’s guests include Dr. Jay Greenspan, chair of 
the March of Dimes PA Program Services Committee. Also joining Jennifer is Dr. Michal Elovitz of the 
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine as well as Sue Schick, March of Dimes PA volunteer. 
Ambassadors for the organization are also featured on this edition of “In Focus” and are, Ami Hays and 
Jennifer Moylan. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on 
PHL 17.

April 16, 2016

Topic: Environment: Urban Farm Greensgrow Farms 
Guests: Katelyn Repash, Greensgrow Farms Lead Farmer

 Ryan Kuck, Greensgrow West Program Director
 
Our focus on, “In Focus” is Greensgrow Farms in Philadelphia which has been growing ideas since 1997. 
Greensgrow helps neighborhoods cultivate social entrepreneurship, urban agriculture and community 
greening. It’s a nationally recognized leader in urban farming. Greensgrow borrows existing ideas and 
makes them uniquely their own when it comes to rethinking land, abandoned space, oil barrels, PVC, tools 
and trash and what to do with them. Veggie waste composts become fertilizer, a shipping container grew 
into a garden shop and rain gutters find a life as a farm. On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for 
Saturday, April 16, 2016, Jennifer’s guests include Katelyn Repash, Greensgrow Farms Lead Farmer and 
Ryan Kuck, Greensgrow West Program Director. PHL 17’s Lauren Berman provides a story on Greensgrow 
and its initiatives. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on 
PHL 17. 



April 23, 2016

Topic: Hunger: Philabundance 
Guests: Glenn Bergman, Philabundance Executive Director

 Candace Matthews-Bass, Director of Philadbundance Community Kitchen
 Sheri Howard, Volunteer
 Vickie Ross, Volunteer 

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, April 23, 2016, we spotlight Philabundance, a 
nonprofit organization fighting hunger and malnutrition in the Delaware Valley. According to 
Philabundance, one in seven people in the United States face hunger. They say here locally, it’s one in four 
people in the Philadelphia area, second worst statistically in the country after Detroit. The organization was 
originally founded in 1984 as a food rescue organization to help ensure that perishable food that would have 
gone to waste would instead be provided to people in need. Philabundance executives share with Jennifer 
the group’s latest ventures and success stories in addition to its reach into new areas helping people in our 
local communities.  Jennifer’s guests include Glenn Bergman, Philabundance Executive Director and 
Candace Matthews-Bass, the director of the Philabundance Community Kitchen. Jennifer also features a 
story from PHL 17’s Lauren Berman on how Philabundance is providing food to school children in the 
Olney section of the City. This edition of “In Focus” also features two volunteers – Sheri Howard and 
Vickie Rossi, who highlight their experiences with the nonprofit and how and why they got involved in the 
fight against hunger. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on 
PHL 17. 

April 30, 2016

Topic: Health: Autism 
Guests: Ira Fingles, Vice President of the Autism Society of Greater Philadelphia

 Peggy Wilson, Mother of a child with Autism
 Sue Tuckerman, Mother of a child with Autism

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, April 30, 2016, we focus on autism – reportedly 
affecting 1 in 68 children. Statistics say it is the fastest growing developmental disability with an average 
seventeen percent growth rate per year. We speak with advocates for people who are living with Autism, a 
complex developmental disability. And, we discuss the staggering statistics surrounding Autism, what is 
new and what is needed to further help those living with Autism and what support and services families can 
find in the Delaware Valley. Jennifer’s guests include the vice president of the Autism Society of Greater 
Philadelphia, Ira Fingles. Two mothers who have children living with autism join us to tell their story and 
what they are doing to support their own children. They are Peggy Wilson and Sue Tuckerman. And, this 
edition of “In Focus” also features Terri Matthews, founder and CEO of Jaden’s Voice, a nonprofit helping 
those in our community with resources and services.  “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 
a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17.

May 7, 2016 (rebroadcast from January 30, 2016)

Topic: Combatting Opiate/Heroin Addiction 
Guests: Louis Cappelli, Camden County Freeholder Director

 Patti DiRenzo, Camden County Addiction Awareness Task Force Member



Heroin and opiates have become a growing public safety and health crisis creating devastating effects on the 
region, the state and the nation in the last five years. Dealing with the crisis and preventing opiate abuse is in 
the spotlight on "In  Focus" with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall this week. Jennifer's guests include Camden 
County Freeholder Director Louis Cappelli, Patti DiRenzo who is a member of the Camden County 
Addiction Awareness Task Force as well as Camden County Police Chief Scott Thomson. According to 
experts, these narcotics are permeating every community in Camden County and usage is on the rise. 
Among those joining us, each shares their insights and expertise as well as relationship with being 
instrumental with the Addiction Awareness Task Force, each offering a different perspective and solution.  

May 14, 2016  (rebroadcast from February 6, 2016)  

Topic: Education: Sexting/Cyberbullying 
Guests: Paul Sanfrancesco, Technology Director for the Owen J. Roberts School District

 Dr. Brian Schneider, School Psychologist for the Owen J. Roberts School District

Scandals involving students sexting and cyberbullying have rocked school districts across the country and 
here in the Delaware Valley. Separately, one school district in Chester County is focusing on its initiative 
that partner schools and families together to raise “safe digital citizens.” And, it is aimed at lowering the risk 
of students getting into trouble with technology.  "In  Focus" with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, 
February 6, 2016, Jennifer's guests include Paul Sanfrancesco who is Technology Director for the Owen J. 
Roberts School District. Also joining Jennifer is Dr. Brian Schneider, school psychologist for the Owen J. 
Roberts School District. According to some experts and a study from Drexel University, sexting may be 
even more common than many parents realize. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL17. 

May 21, 2016 

Topic: Health: Limb Difference 
Guests:  Dr. Scott Kozin, Chief of Staff at Shriners Hospital for Children

 Emmy Hoffman, born with a congenital condition
 Jocelyn Hoffman, Emmy’s mother

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, May 21, 2016, we meet some amazing people 
who are bringing awareness to limb differences, some with a condition that happens only in about 1 in 
32,000 births. Jennifer’s guests include Dr. Scott Kozin from Shriners Hospital for Children - Philadelphia 
where he is Chief of Staff. Dr. Kozin shared the latest in technology for prosthetics. He is also a team leader 
for the Touching Hands Project. Emmy Hoffman who was born with a congenital condition is also joined by 
her mother, Jocelyn Hoffman on In Focus. Mrs. Hoffman wrote a book titled, “Emmy’s Amazing Hand” – 
and shared their experiences in raising awareness about limb differences and its use as a resource for 
parents, friends and siblings. And, lastly an inspiring and informative teenager – Rachel Gould, from 
Springfield Township, Delaware County shows us that there isn’t anything she can’t do that she sets her 
mind to from playing multiple sports, to skiing to participating in marching band. “In Focus” is broadcast 
Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 

May 28, 2016 

Topic: Hunger: Mental Health Awareness 



Guests: Maria Boswell, Department of Behavioral Health for the City of Philadelphia
 Carol Caruso, National Alliance on Mental Illness, Philadelphia
 Farida Saleem-Boyer, marriage and family therapist
 Jaynay C. Johnson, author of “Dear Teen Self”

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, May 28, 2016 we focus on mental health 
awareness. Statistics from NAMI PA (National Alliance on Mental Illness) - say that 1 in 5 Americans will 
be affected by a mental health condition in their lifetime and that every American is impacted through their 
friends and family. Jennifer’s guests include Maria Boswell, Department of Behavioral Health for the City 
of Philadelphia as well as Carol Caruso, NAMI PA. Both experts shared information on where people in the 
Delaware Valley can get help as well as information on warning signs including excessive worry or fear and 
extreme mood changes. Farida Saleem-Boyer, marriage and family therapist and Jaynay C. Johnson, author 
of the book, “Dear Teen Self” joined Jennifer on In Focus. They discussed various issues including 
advocating for more people of color to seek help, as well as aspects of depression and the black 
“superwoman syndrome.” And, they talked about their Black Brain Conference. Tiffany Robinson, who 
herself says she sought help from a therapist also joined Jennifer, sharing her story and advocating for 
greater resources and mental health awareness. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 
          
June 4, 2016  

Topic: Health: Breast Cancer Awareness  
Guests: Dr. Ari Brooks, Chief Endocrine and Oncologic Surgery, Director of the Integrated Breast 
Center at Pennsylvania Hospital 

 Christine Lamar, breast cancer survivor
 Leila Joffe, breast cancer survivor

On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, June 4, 2016 we focus on breast cancer 
awareness and the latest in technology and research in the fight against breast cancer. According to the 
American Cancer Society about 1 in 8 women in the United States will develop invasive breast cancer 
during their lifetime. And, this year they say nearly 247,000 new cases will be diagnosed in women. 
Regarding breast cancer in men, statistics from the American Cancer Society say there will be about 2,600 
new cases that will be diagnosed this year. Jennifer’s guests include Dr. Ari Brooks, Chief Endocrine and 
Oncologic Surgery and Director of the Integrated Breast Center at Pennsylvania Hospital. Two breast cancer 
survivors also join us to share their inspiring and motivating stories and also their struggles including 
diagnosis and recovery. Those survivors are Christine Lamar and Leila Joffe. And, Jennifer is joined by 
another breast cancer survivor who is also the Komen Community Ambassador, Jeanette Stephens-El. “In 
Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 

June 11, 2016  

Topic: Law Enforcement: Women in Law Enforcement in The Delaware Valley  
Guests: Chief Regina Price, first female police chief in Darby Township, Delaware

 Officer Cynthia Melendez
 Lieutenant Linda Alicea
 Gabrielle Camacho, first female officer with a K-9 partner in Camden County



On “In Focus” with host Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, June 11, 2016 we focus on how women in the 
Delaware Valley are making new strides in their chosen field to protect and serve in their communities in 
Law Enforcement. According to a study from the National Association of Women Law Enforcement 
Executives, women today make up only about 13 percent of the force, most significantly in larger 
departments. And that study adds that women also reportedly comprise only a small percentage of the local 
law enforcement in agencies across the nation. However, women in the police force dates back to the 
beginning of the 20th century. Jennifer’s guest including women who are making history. Chief Regina Price 
took an oath in the spring of 2016, becoming the first female police chief in Darby Township, Delaware 
County after a national search.  Jennifer is also joined by the first mother-and-daughter police officers to 
serve on the Camden County police force. Officer Cynthia Melendez and her mother Lieutenant Linda 
Alicea joins Jennifer. And, Gabrielle Camacho became the first female officer with a K-9 partner in Camden 
County and she and her partner Peyton join Jennifer as well. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 
a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 

June 18, 2016   

Topic: Sports: Camden County’s Miracle League  
Guests: Ed McDonnell, Camden County Freeholder

Arthur Aston, Executive Director “Build Jakes Place”, GM of the Camden County Miracle   
League
 Lynn Cummings, Jake Myles Cummings Nasto’s Grandmother
 Brian Van De Vaarst
 Karen Van De Vaarst, “Build Jake’s Place” committee member

Issue: On In Focus with Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, June 18, 2016 we focus on Camden County’s 
Miracle League whose slogan is, “More than just baseball.” It’s where everyone is an M-V-P. They play at 
Boundless Field in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. The league is for adults and children starting at age five who 
have various ability levels. It’s also where you’ll find, “Jake’s Place,” a specially constructed playground 
where children of any ability can play. Jennifer’s guests include Camden County Freeholder Ed McDonnell. 
Arthur Aston, “Build Jake’s Place” Executive Director and General Manager of the Camden County 
Miracle League is with us as well as Lynn Cummings, Jake’s grandmother and one of the playground’s co-
founders. Everyone on the team is an MVP. And, player Brian Van De Vaarst and his mom Karen Van De 
Vaarst who is a “Build Jake’s Place” committee member also joins Jennifer on the show. Jake’s Place was 
inspired by 2-1/2-year-old Jacob Myles Cummings Nasto who sadly passed away from complications after 
his fourth open heart surgery. Jake’s Place Playground is part of the region’s first, “boundless” playground. 
It has inspired proposed legislation aimed at ensuring all counties in New Jersey have at least one accessible 
playground. At the field, the ramps are strong enough and wide enough to accommodate disabled adults so 
that they too can play with their kids. The thirteen-hundred square foot rubber playing surface allows for 
handicapped accessibility and opened in 2013. In addition to baseball games, Special Olympic events can be 
held there. It has received a number of top honors. One in every 10 children reportedly cannot play on a 
playground because of physical limitations. Experts on the show say the Americans with Disabilities Act 
which encourages equal access to all playgrounds falls short in allowing every child, of every ability the 
opportunity to play and interact on every playground. Jake’s Place sees kids playing together. “In Focus” is 
broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 



June 25, 2016    

Topic: Public Safety: Interview with Philadelphia Police Commissioner Richard Ross 
Guests: Richard Ross, Philadelphia Police Commissioner 

On “In Focus” with Jennifer Lewis-Hall for Saturday, June 25, 2016, we sat down for an in depth half hour 
interview with Philadelphia Police Commissioner Richard Ross to talk about issues regarding policing that 
are important to residents in the City. Commissioner Ross who was sworn in, in January of 2016 leads the 
fourth largest police department in the nation with more than six thousand officers. We spoke with residents 
addressing issues including safety, crime, “stop and frisk,” traffic, excessive force, officer involved 
shootings and “Black Lives Matter” to share with the Commissioner. During “In Focus” other issues 
including staffing levels and recruitment requirements, body cameras, community policing, mentoring and 
community relations are also on the table. “In Focus” is broadcast Saturdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 a.m. and 
11:30 a.m. to Noon on PHL 17. 


