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Marathon Co. man dies after 
being shot in shootout News 4/3/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

As Marathon County buries 

the four victims of last 

month’s shootings, the man 

who pulled the trigger also 

died.  45-year old Nengmy 

Vang was shot by police as 

they stormed his apartment 

in Weston, March 22nd.  He 

died of those wounds early 

Saturday morning.  His 

intended target was his 

wife, as the couple was 

going through a contested 

divorce.  She escaped 

unharmed.   

One person died in a 

Marathon county crash 

Saturday night.  The sheriff’s 

office reported the 

accident in the Town of 

Frankfort where speed, 

inattentive driving and no 



seat belt were contributing 

factors.  The name of the 

victim has not been 

released.   

Firewood has hit the black 

market as the DNR and law 

enforcement are 

investigating the theft of 

birch trees.  Officials across 

northern Wisconsin and 

Minnesota say the logs are 

sold to city residents looking 

a touch of the outdoors in 

their homes.  In Washburn 

County alone  the trees 

have been poached in 15-

20 locations.  The thieves 

are taking entire stands of 

birch trees and are gone 

before anyone sees them 

or authorities can respond.   

Lawmakers in Madison are 

deeply divided over 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

proposed budget, as 

evidenced by last week 

agency hearings.  Now, the 

public gets a look at a 

series of six hearings 



beginning today in 

Platteville.   

More than 52,000 Ford F-250 

pickups are being recalled 

being recalled because the 

vehicles could roll after 

being put in park.  This is the 

third Ford recall this week 

and affects the 2017 

models with 6.2 liter 

engines.  The company is 

not aware of any injuries or 

accidents with this issue.   
 

  
Wis voters will vote for State 
School Superintendant   News 4/3/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Voters will elect a Wisconsin 

public school 

superintendent and 

hundreds of local officials 

tomorrow.  But the most 

high profile items on the 

ballot are the 65 school 

referendums in more than 

40 districts statewide, 

totaling more than one-

half-billion dollars in building 

projects and operational 

tax hikes.  Republicans in 

Madison will watch the 

results closely, and moves 

are already underway for a 



second straight session to 

restrict school referendums 

as the G-O-P continues to 

try and hold down taxes 

statewide.  Verona has the 

biggest referendum -- 

almost 181-million dollars for 

renovations and upgrades 

to various school and 

athletic facilities.  Locally 

there are a number of 

school board, town board 

and other positions on the 

ballot.   

Investigating a report of 

illegal fishing, a DNR 

warden assisted in the 

arrest of a 17-year old 

Tomahawk man on drug 

charges.  The warden 

contacted the suspect and 

a 15-year old near Wheeler 

Road in the Town of 

Bradley.  The pair denied 

fishing and when asked to 

search their vehicle the 17-

year old attempted to 

conceal a pipe commonly 

used to smoke marijuana.  



He was detained until a 

deputy with the Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s department 

arrived.   

Wisconsin lags behind the 

rest of the country in the 

number of women calling 

the shots in their state 

legislatures.  The state has 

31 female Assembly and 

Senate members, less than 

25-percent of the total -- 

and there are only a dozen 

in the ironclad Republican 

majorities in both houses, 

making up just nine percent 

of the Legislature and no 

Republican woman has 

been elected to Congress 

from the Badger State.  
 

  
Families aided by donations News 4/4/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 More than $133,000 has 

been raised to help the 

families of the victims of the 

March 22nd shootings in 

Marathon County.  Four 

people died and the 

account is sponsored by 

River Valley Bank, who will 

match the first $25,000.  



Donations can be made to 

any River Valley Branch by 

the end of the month.   

St. Joseph’s Hospital in 

Marshfield has new 

ownership.  Ascension, the 

nation’s largest non-profit 

and Catholic health system 

and the Marshfield Clinic 

Health System have 

reached terms for the 

facility to become part of 

the Marshfield system.  The 

deal has been in the works 

over a year.  The hospital 

has been serving the area 

for over 100 years. 

Every state has a required 

number of hours students 

have to be in school.  But a 

move by Governor Scott 

Walker could make 

Wisconsin the first one to 

change that, giving districts 

power to set their own 

hours.  He said the report 

card is the ultimate 

measure. 

The Town of Three Lakes is 



looking to upgrade its 

wastewater treatment 

facility.  The Sanitary District 

requested approval of the 

DNR to update a number of 

processes in the 30 year old 

facility that has been 

meeting all discharge 

standards but needs the 

work.  The Town is looking at 

a number of grant and 

funding options to help 

finance the cost of the 

proposed project.   

The biggest change to 

come to UPS in its 109 year 

history starts soon.  The 

company announced 

yesterday, beginning in a 

few weeks, they’ll provide 

Saturday delivery.  Nearly 

6000 new jobs are 

expected by the end of the 

year.   
 

  
State Attorney to fight for 
better victims laws News 4/4/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 State Attorney General 

Brad Schimel will join crime 

victims today to push for a 

constitutional amendment 

to give more rights to those 



victims. A group called 

"Marsy's Law for Wisconsin" is 

holding news conferences 

in Madison and Milwaukee, 

on a proposal to give crime 

victims the right to be 

notified about major 

developments in their 

assailants' court cases. 

Those victims would also 

get more privacy rights, 

and new chances to 

recover financial damages. 

"Marsy's Law" has been 

passed in neighboring 

Illinois and several other 

states, and it would need 

approval in two 

consecutive Wisconsin 

legislative sessions and then 

by the voters in a statewide 

referendum. It's named for 

Marsy Nicholas, who was 

killed by a former boyfriend 

in California in 1983 -- and 

her family was surprised to 

be confronted by him in a 

grocery store one week 

after she died. 



 La Crosse County may not 

be the tourist mecca that 

Wisconsin Dells and Bayfield 

are.  But business and 

county leaders hope voters 

will approve a referendum 

today which asks state 

lawmakers to designate La 

Crosse as a "Premier Resort 

Area" -- thus allowing an 

extra one-half-percent sales 

tax to help maintain roads 

and utilities. Local leaders 

say there are almost no 

other viable options to raise 

revenue to fix bumpy roads, 

and they see the resort tax 

as a long term solution.  

Voters in Rhinelander 

approved the same tax last 

year and should begin 

seeing the benefits of the 

additional dollars to fix 

ailing roads by next year.   
 

  
Tony Evers wins another 
state election News 4/5/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Seven of every ten Wisconsin 

voters choose Tony Evers, who 

wins a third term as the state's 

public school superintendent, 

defeating former Beloit and 



Whitnall Superintendent Lowell 

Holtz. Evers says people feel 

positive about their schools -- and 

while his margin of victory 

surprised him, Evers says he won 

because he maintained a positive 

campaign.  

Two area communities passed 

school referendums.  Voter 

turnout in Tomahawk was higher 

than expected, prompting the 

need for more ballots and by a 

slim margin an operating 

referendum seeking $3-million 

over the next four years was 

approved.  In Wabeno $300,000 

to build a Fab Lab got the okay 

while another $1.6-million was 

approved over the next five years 

for operating expenses.  In 

Antigo a move to decrease the 

size of the school board was 

turned down.   

There's one new member of the 

Rhinelander School Board as Ben 

Roskoskey defeated incumbent 

Merlin Van Buren.  Mike Roberts 

and Duane Frey were both given 

another three year term. 

 

A team of investigators led 



by an epidemiologist at the 

University of Wisconsin-

Milwaukee is looking into 

whether air pollution from 

traffic is connected to 

childhood autism.  The 

university announced 

Monday it has landed a grant 

for nearly two-and-a-half-

million dollar grant to further 

explore the issue.  Officials 

say several recent studies 

have implicated air pollution 

from vehicles as an influence 

in the development of 

childhood disorders that also 

include A-D-H-D. 
 

  
Sheriff’s asking for help 
locating a missing girl News 4/5/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

  

Sheriff's deputies in northwest 

Wisconsin are asking for people's 

help in finding a 16-year-old 

missing since last Wednesday. 

Erica Woodhull was last seen at 

Superior High School, where she 

did not get onto a bus as 

scheduled seven days ago. Those 

with information are asked to call 

the Douglas County sheriff's 



office in Superior. 

The two utilities that serve the 

eastern half of Wisconsin say 

they want to freeze basic electric 

and natural gas rates through 

2019. We Energies and 

Wisconsin Public Service have 

asked state regulators to consider 

their request, even though 

advocacy groups for business and 

residential customers say it's 

possible the base rates could be 

lower -- and they're wary of 

entering into something that's not 

the best deal. Increases in the cost 

of generating the fuel would still 

be allowed -- and a program 

would continue in which 21 large 

growing industries would get 

lower rates that would allow 

more jobs to be created. 

Nine more bills have passed the 

state Assembly, aimed at fighting 

Wisconsin's growing opioid and 

heroin abuse problems. The lower 

house approved all but two 

proposals Governor Scott Walker 

sought in a special session -- and 

the other two are still in 

committees. The measures 

include more funding to expand 



treatment programs, training 

more doctors to detect addictions, 

training school teachers to screen 

youngsters for addiction, and 

starting a charter high school for 

addicts. The nine bills were sent 

to the Senate with overwhelming 

support -- and Democrats tried 

but failed to get Walker to accept 

federal money to expand 

Medicaid, which Walker has 

turned down several times in the 

past. 
 

  
State laws on high capacity 
water wells  News 4/6/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The state Senate votes 19-13 to 

relax rules on keeping permits for 

high capacity water wells. The 

bill now goes to the Assembly -- 

and it would prevent large well 

owners from having their state 

permits reviewed when they fix 

or redrill wells, or sell their land. 

Supporters say the current rules 

hurt vegetable and cranberry 

growers, and would create a more 

stable legal climate for well 

users. Opponents say the permits 

last "forever" with no chance to 

review them.  

The public will have two more 

opportunities to provide input for 



the use of city parks in 

Rhinelander this month.  The 

Rhinelander Parks Public 

Engagement Task Force meets 

the evenings of April 18th and 

20th at the high school and will 

gather information to provide the 

city with guidance for future use 

and priorities in the parks.  In 

addition to the City Council 

representative, volunteers from 

eight user groups serve on the 

task force, including the School 

District, Hodag BMX, Dog Park, 

Farmers Market, Forward 

Rhinelander, Hodag Water Show, 

Little League and Oneida County 

Fair. 

 

Wisconsin's cheese 

production continues to rise. 

The U-S-D-A says the 

Badger State made 1.8 

percent more cheese in 

February than the same 

month in 2016. Wisconsin is 

still the nation's top cheese 

maker. 
 So, it’s no wonder that cheese is 

one step closer to becoming 



Wisconsin's official dairy 

product. The state Assembly 

passed the measure 96-0 Tuesday 

and sent it to the Senate. Fourth 

graders at Mineral Point 

Elementary School brought up 

the idea.  
 

  
State lawmakers ask for help 
from the president in a battle 
with Canada News 4/6/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Many of Wisconsin's federal 

lawmakers have asked President 

Donald Trump to get involved in 

a trade dispute with Canada. 

Provinces have adopted import 

taxes, and they're no longer 

accepting duty free ultra filtered 

liquid milk for cheese that's made 

in Wisconsin. That has a number 

of dairies in the Badger State 

stuck with excess milk supplies. 

Green Bay House Republican 

Mike Gallagher calls it an anti 

competitive move on Canada's 

part -- and Senate Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin is among those 

seeking a federal investigation on 

whether the milk exports are 

being blocked in violation of 

trade agreements. 

 

Wisconsinites have agreed to 

spend an extra 700-million 



dollars on their public schools, 

after 40 referendums were 

approved on Tuesday. Voters said 

yes to almost 465-million dollars 

in borrowing for various building 

projects, after one-point-three 

billion dollars of school bonding 

were approved last year. Sixty-

two percent of the bonding and 

tax hike proposals were 

approved, down from last year's 

approval rate of 79-percent. Dale 

Knapp of the Wisconsin 

Taxpayers Alliance says some 

voters may not have seen a need 

to pass a referendum after 

Governor Scott Walker proposed 

a large increase in school funding 

in his proposed state budget for 

the next two years. 

 

Eau Claire County will host 

Wisconsin's largest farm show in 

2020. The board of directors for 

the state's Farm Technology Days 

awarded the annual three day 

show to the Eau Claire area on 

Wednesday. Kewaunee County 

will host this year's show July 



eleventh through 13
th

. 

 

  
State Indian tribe files 
federal lawsuit News 4/7/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

  A northeast Wisconsin Indian 

tribe has filed paperwork that 

could lead to a federal lawsuit. 

The Stockbridge Munsee tribe is 

upset that the Ho Chunk is 

expanding a small casino near 

Wittenberg to include a hotel and 

a larger gaming area. The 

Stockbridge contends that it's not 

what the Wittenberg facility is 

licensed for -- and if the larger 

casino is allowed to open, it could 

put a crimp into the business 

generated by the Stockbridge 

North Star Casino at nearby 

Bowler. An attorney says the 

Stockbridge tribe has not decided 

yet whether to file suit. 

 

 Schools in Janesville and Milton 

are closed today, while officers 

keep looking for a gun thief who 

reportedly made threats against 

schools and public officials. 

Thirty-two-year-old Joseph 

Jakubowski of Janesville is 

wanted for a burglary at the 



Armageddon Gun Shop in which 

a "large quantity" of a weapons 

were stolen Tuesday night -- and 

a vehicle registered to 

Jakubowski was found burned a 

short distance away. Officials 

said there were no threats made 

to specific schools -- and the F-B-

I has been helping state and local 

officers in the search for 

Jakubowski. 

 

Schneider National of Green Bay 

helped get the business day going 

on Wall Street yesterday, by 

ringing the opening bell at the 

New York Stock Exchange. The 

82-year-old family trucking firm 

started its initial public stock 

offering,  selling its Class "B" 

common stock for 39-dollars per 

share. C-E-O Chris Lofgren says 

the move allows Schneider 

National to continue its 

"commitment to Wisconsin," 

while enabling further 

investments for its "long term 

positioning." Driver Robert 

Wyatt did the honors at the stock 



exchange by ringing the bell to 

start the day's trading. He's been 

with Schneider for 44 years, and 

has driven five million accident 

free miles. 
 

  
Paul Ryan speaks on missile 
strike on air base News 4/7/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

  
House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville says it was 

"appropriate and just" for the U-S 

to conduct a missile attack on an 

airbase in Syria Thursday night. 

President Donald Trump said he 

ordered the strike in response to 

Syria's chemical weapons attack 

on its own people Tuesday -- in 

which 86 people including 27 

children were killed. Ryan says 

the U-S strike was meant to send 

a message to Syrian President 

Bashar Assad. The speaker 

tweeted "the Assad regime can no 

longer count on American 

inaction as it carries out atrocities 

against the Syrian people." 
 

Wisconsin's legislative finance 

committee will write its own 

highway proposals from scratch, 

after rejecting what Governor 

Scott Walker proposed for the 

next state budget. The Republican 



co chairs of the Joint Finance 

panel threw out 83 of Walker's 

budget measures Thursday -- 

including more road aid for local 

governments, delays on some 

major highway projects, and 

borrowing 500-million dollars for 

road work instead of raising gas 

taxes or fees. The finance chairs 

also threw out Walker's budget 

plans to drop minimum class time 

for public schools,  and making it 

harder for victims of job 

discrimination to make employers 

pay their legal fees. 
 

 Sue Sachdeva (satch dee'vuh), 

the former Milwaukee business 

executive who embezzled 34-

million dollars, officially ends her 

prison sentence today (Friday). 

She will have served six years of 

an eleven year term for stealing 

from Koss headphones. The 53-

year-old Sachdeva used the 

money on lavish clothes, shoes, 

and jewelry -- much of which she 

never opened -- while living in a 

large home in Mequon and taking 

exquisite vacations.  



 

  
Utility crews out restoring 
power News 4/10/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Utility crews have been 

working through the 

night restoring power to 

thousands of customers 

left in the dark from a 

string of storms that tore 

across the state.  Early 

this morning that 

number was near 20,000 

and now down to under 

12,000 without power as 

dozens of trees toppled 

onto power lines.  More 

than two inches of rain 

soaked much of 

northcentral Wisconsin 

from Sunday afternoon 

through the early 

morning hours today.  A 

transformer blew in the 

Air Industrial Park in 

Rhinelander yesterday, 

knocking out power to 

over 4000 on the city’s 

west side and several 



townships and sparked 

a grass fire.  Up to ¾” 

sized hail covered the 

area from a severe cell 

that hit before 7 last 

night.  Lightning from 

that storm struck a 

home in Newbold but 

rapid response from 

several departments 

quickly contained the 

fire.  This morning roads 

were blocked by the 

trees and branches and 

hail was still visible in 

many locations.   

A six year old girl 

drowned in the hotel 

pool at the Days Inn in 

Eagle River yesterday.  

Authorities got the 911 

call about 2:00 and 

when they arrived CPR 

was in progress.  

Witnesses said she was 

taking part in a birthday 



party with other children 

and was found at the 

bottom of the pool.  She 

was pronounced dead 

at Eagle River Memorial 

Hospital.   

That heavy law 

enforcement presence 

that shut down much of 

Rhinelander’s west side 

Friday night ended up 

being a medical issue.  

Oneida County officials 

said everyone from 

dispatch on up reacted 

perfectly to the 

information provided. 
 

  
Thousands still without 
power this afternoon News 4/10./17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Thousands were still without 

power into the afternoon 

hours from two waves of 

severe storms that moved 

across central and northern 

Wisconsin yesterday and 

early this morning.  The 

Minocqua area was 

especially hard hit with 



numerous large trees and 

power lines down along the 

Hwy 47 corridor.  

Rhinelander eclipsed a 95 

year old record for 

precipitation yesterday with 

more than two inches 

falling as of noon today.  

More showers and storms 

moved through in the mid-

morning hours and 

forecasts call for upwards of 

an inch or better of snow by 

tomorrow.   

The upside to all the rain is a 

cancellation of the burning 

ban across much of the 

area.   The DNR reminds 

people permits are still 

required. 

The state Justice 

Department wants to drop 

securities fraud charges 

against two St. Germain 

businessmen.  Attorney 

General Brad Schimel's 

office filed a motion late 

Friday in Vilas County 

Circuit Court, saying it could 



not prove the charges it 

filed 14 months ago against 

brothers Brian and David 

Eliason.  The complaint said 

the two failed to disclose 

difficulties in a fund which 

sold investments in home 

and business properties – 

that cost some 30 investors 

around three-million dollars.  

A judge must still approve 

the request. 

It's Day Five of a manhunt 

for Joseph Jakubowski.  He's 

the Janesville area man 

wanted for stealing 

weapons from a gunshop, 

making harsh comments 

about schools and writing a 

manifesto against President 

Donald Trump.  Some 

churches cancelled Sunday 

services and several schools 

were closed and remain on 

a soft lockdown this week 

with classroom and outside 

doors locked. 
 

  
           



  
Girl found in Eagle River 
motel pool identified News  4/11/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The 6-year old girl found in 

pool at the Days Inn of 

Eagle River has been 

identified as Grace 

Canada of Three Lakes.  

She was attending a 

birthday party at the hotel 

Sunday when she was 

spotting in the water by an 

adult.  CPR was performed 

until EMTS arrived.  She died 

a short time later at the 

hospital.   

There are still more than 

5000 people without power 

across northcentral 

Wisconsin from the 

weekend storms, mostly in 

the Tomahawk and 

Minocqua areas.  Power 

was off and on this morning 

again under the weight of 

heavy, wet snow that fell 

overnight with an average 

of 3-4 inches already on the 

ground.  In Wausau the 

national weather service 

confirmed a tornado 

packing winds over 100 



mph touched down during 

the height of the storm early 

Monday morning causing 

significant damage to 

homes, outbuildings and 

trees.  The twister was on 

the ground for about half a 

mile in the Stetin area.  The 

cleanup in the Lakeland 

area continues with many 

trees and power lines still 

down.   

The Antigo woman 

accused of interfering in a 

child custody case by 

taking her children to South 

Dakota pleaded not guilty 

yesterday in Langlade 

County Court.  36-year old 

Cathy Brown faces four 

felony charges from the 

December incident where 

she kept the children for 

several weeks before being 

discovered in Hill City, South 

Dakota where she was 

arrested.  The children are 

back with their father.  

Brown remains in jail on a 



$20,000 cash bond and 

further court appearances 

haven’t been set yet.   
 

  
Rhinelander school board 
makes decision News 4/11/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The Rhinelander School 

District’s Operations and 

Strategic Planning 

Committee voted last night 

to recommend to the full 

board not renewing the 

contract of the Northwoods 

Community Secondary 

School or NCSS.  The move 

has the support of the 

school’s governing council 

which has been dealing 

with falling enrollment 

among other things 

affecting the charter 

program.  Superintendent 

Kelli Jacobi said this is not a 

fiscal decision and affected 

teachers and support staff 

will be absorbed into the 

district while current 

students finding success 

with the project-based 

programs of NCSS will 

continue them.  Jacobi also 

said such programs are in 



the discussion phase of 

becoming part of the high 

school schedule.  Other 

middle and high school 

students will be assisted with 

the transition into other 

schools.  NCSS was a state 

and national award 

winning part of the district 

for many years and had 

many other Charter schools 

modeled after it.  Jacobi 

said this was a very difficult 

decision to make.  The 

school board acts on the 

proposal next week.   

A son of former state 

Attorney General Peg 

Lautenschlager hopes to 

follow his mom's footsteps 

and become the state's top 

law enforcement officer.  

Josh Kaul announced his 

candidacy yesterday, 

tweeting that being the 

attorney general "means 

protecting families, not 

playing politics."  Kaul, a 

Democrat, is the first to 



oppose Republican A-G 

Brad Schimel who's 

expected to run again in 

2018.  The 36-year-old Kaul 

is a former federal 

prosecutor in Baltimore and 

is now with a Madison law 

firm.  Lautenschlager 

chaired the state Ethics 

Commission until she 

stepped down last week 

amid speculation that her 

son would run for the job. 
 

  
Rhinelander leaders get 
together to decide the police 
captains opening  News 4/12/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s Police 

and Fire Commission 

meets tomorrow 

morning to discuss the 

next step after Dave 

Funkhouser, their 

choice as the new 

chief of the 

department, declined 

the position.  Sources 

say the two sides 

couldn’t come 

together on salary.  

Funkhouser, the chief 

in Kiel, Wisconsin the 

last dozen years was 



selected over 

Rhinelander Police 

Captain and interim 

chief Ron Lueneburg 

and Oneida County 

Sheriff’s department 

Captain Lloyd 

Gauthier nearly a 

month ago.  The 

vacancy was created 

last November with 

the resignation of 

Michael Steffes who 

took a job with the 

Department of Justice 

in Madison.   

In light of last week’s 

medical issue that led 

to a show of force by 

law enforcement in 

Rhinelander, the 

Oneida County 

Sheriff’s department 

advises people to help 

them when asking for 

help.  Several 

companies provide 

services that summon 

officials with the push 



of a button during an 

emergency.  The 

department 

acknowledges not 

everyone can afford 

these services but 

others are available, 

including contacting 

them directly to set up 

alerts if someone in 

the household needs 

medical assistance 

and calls 911.  The 

Department on Aging 

may also be an outlet 

for help.   

Less than 60 customers 

of Wisconsin Public 

Service are without 

power early this 

morning as crews finish 

up repairs from the 

one-two punch of 

severe storms and 

wet, heavy snow the 

last three days.  Lines 

are still going up in the 

Minocqua area where 

dozens of trees 



brought them down 

early Monday 

morning.  Teams have 

been working around 

the clock since 

Sunday afternoon and 

officials thank people 

for their patience.   
 

  
A state bill has drawn 
criticism  News 4/12/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A Wisconsin bill to take 

away food stamp benefits 

for those behind on their 

child support has drawn 

criticism at the State 

Capitol.  An Assembly 

panel held a public hearing 

yesterday on a G-O-P 

measure to cut off Food 

Share benefits to fathers 

who refuse to admit their 

paternity -- and those at 

least three months late on 

their child support 

payments.  The 

requirements were 

repealed in 2007, and 

Assembly Democrats 

wanted to know how much 

more support was 

collected.  State officials 



say it would cost 412-

thousand dollars just to 

provide the technology to 

keep track of the aid 

recipients.  But the bill's 

chief sponsor, Assembly 

Republican Joe Sanfelippo 

of West Allis, says the cost 

figure is too high -- and he 

says the bill is needed to 

remind parents they need 

to care for those they 

"brought into this world." 

Wisconsin motorists are 

paying six cents more for a 

gallon of gas than they did 

just one week ago.  The 

state's Triple "A" found the 

average price is almost two 

dollars and 39 cents this 

morning for regular 

unleaded.  That's 12 cents 

more than this time last 

month and 35 cents higher 

than one year ago.  The 

state's current average is 

close to what the U-S 

Energy Information 

Administration predicts for 



an average gas price from 

April through September, 

which is two-46, an increase 

of 23 cents from last year.  

Officials say the price hikes 

are due to a change to 

summer fuel blends, more 

vacation travelers, and rises 

in crude oil prices. 
 

  
Manhunt is on nationwide News 4/13/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The manhunt is now 

nationwide for Joseph 

Jakubowski.  The 32-year 

old Janesville man stole a 

number of weapons from a 

gun shop last week and 

sent an anti-government 

and anti-religion manifesto 

to the White House.  Since 

then area churches have 

cancelled services and 

schools were on lock down.  

Now, Governor Scott 

Walker’s office is not 

publishing his appearance 

schedule.  Walker’s security 

team requested the office 

not issue new releases in 

advance of his public 

appearances.   



Family and friends of 6-year 

old Grace Canada 

jammed St. Theresa 

Catholic Church in Three 

Lakes yesterday with a 

prayer service for  the little 

girl.  She drowned in a hotel 

swimming pool while 

attending a birthday party 

Sunday afternoon.  Fr. 

Patrick McConnell said 

there’s been tremendous 

support from the 

community through 

numerous financial means.  

Visitation is set for Monday 

afternoon at the Gaffney-

Busha Funeral Home in 

Eagle River and a memorial 

service Tuesday at St. 

Theresa’s.     

A Lac du Flambeau woman 

is the latest to be indicted in 

a conspiracy to distribute 

oxycodone in northern 

Wisconsin.  34-year old 

Serena Johnson is accused 

of being one of seven 

people who allegedly 



bought the pills from a 

Milwaukee man for 

distribution.  The other six 

suspects, all from general 

Lakeland area, were 

indicted earlier by federal 

prosecutors.  The maximum 

penalty for all of the 

charges is 20 years in prison 

and a $1,000,000 fine. 

Rhinelander officials 

criticized the Police and Fire 

Commission for announcing 

a new police chief before 

the city could negotiate a 

salary.  David Funkhouser 

was offered the position last 

month, but this week he 

turned it down. 
 

  
Marathon Co. opens 
investigation News  4/13/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The discovery of an empty 

holster has a Marathon 

County committee 

recommending more 

security at the courthouse 

in Wausau.  Sheriff's officials 

told the County Board's 

public safety panel they're 

working on the best ways to 

move ahead -- and Sheriff 



Scott Parks says changes 

could be visible within the 

next couple of weeks. 

Reportedly some judges 

have asked for immediate 

security upgrades and a 

prosecutor says the recent 

shooting deaths of a 

detective and three 

women in the Wausau area 

have also raised safety 

concerns.  The empty 

holster was found in a 

bathroom last week, 

prompting the courthouse 

to go on a lockdown. 

Governor Scott Walker and 

all ten of Wisconsin's U-S 

House and Senate 

members have asked 

federal officials to help 

state farmers in their trade 

dispute with Canada.  

They're upset that 

Canadian provinces 

recently gave them a price 

break allowing those 

farmers to reject specialized 

U-S milk for cheese.  That's 



forcing the Grassland and 

Nasonville dairies in central 

Wisconsin to soon stop 

buying milk from about 100 

local farmers because the 

dairies cannot ship the 

product out.  A Canadian 

trade group says it's the 

United States' problem -- 

but Walker and the state's 

congressional members say 

the price breaks violate 

Canada's trade obligations 

to both Wisconsin and dairy 

farmers in New York state.  

Reports say the trade issue 

could be addressed as part 

of President Donald Trump's 

promise to renegotiate the 

North American Free Trade 

Agreement -- but the state 

officials seek action sooner. 
 

  
Rhinelander handling police 
captain opening  News 4/14/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Earlier in the week the city 

of Rhinelander, in a news 

release, reacted to Dave 

Funkhouser turning down 

the job of Police Chief 

saying it was disappointing 

the Police and Fire 



Commission chose to 

publicly announce the 

candidate before the City 

could negotiate an 

employment offer with him.  

Yesterday, the Commission 

fired back saying the lack 

of professionalism shown in 

negotiations and not 

having a face-to-face 

meeting with the city was 

disappointing.  The offer 

that did come out was 

$1000 less than Funkhouser 

is making as the Chief in 

Kiel, Wisconsin, where he 

now works.  The Commission 

will now chose from the two 

remaining candidates for 

the job, Police Captain and 

interim Chief Ron 

Lueneburg and Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department Captain Lloyd 

Gauthier.   

 

The benefit for the victims of 

the Marathon County 

shootings last month has 



gone past $100,000.  

Dianne Look, Karen Barclay, 

Sara Quirt Sann and Everest 

Metro Police Detective 

Jason Weiland all died in 

the incident that began as 

a domestic dispute.  

Donations can still be made 

until the end of the month 

at any branch of River 

Valley Bank, which is 

matching the first $25,000.   

 

Churches in Sussex have 

been alerted to threats 

allegedly made by Joseph 

Jakubowski, the subject of 

a massive manhunt.  The 

Waukesha County Sheriff’s 

department received a 

written threat, allegedly 

from the suspect, against 

churches in that area.  

Jakubowski is wanted for 

stealing a number of 

weapons from a gun shop 

last week.  A strong law 

enforcement presence will 

be in patrolling around 



churches on Easter Sunday.  
 

  
Manhunt for state fugitive 
ends this morning  News 4/14/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The manhunt for Joseph 

Jakobowski ended early this 

morning.  Officials with the 

Richland County sheriff’s 

department said the 32-

year old Jakobowski was 

captured just after 6:00, 

acting on a tip from a 

farmer in Readstown who 

reported someone fitting 

the description of the 

suspect was camping on 

their property.  Several law 

enforcement departments 

set up a 150-acre perimeter 

to reduce the chances of 

escape.  He was taken 

without incident.  

Jakobowski’s been on the 

run after robbing a 

Janesville gun shop of 18 

weapons last week and 

making threats regarding 

education, religion and 

government, saying he’d 

use them on public officials 

Rice Lake fire crews say 

foam and a plant's sprinkler 



system helped them put out 

a fire, which followed an 

explosion.  No one at 

Johnson Refrigerated Truck 

Bodies was injured in the 

blast.  Workers at the plant 

say the explosion 

happened in a chemical 

vault and the building was 

evacuated.  There was 

acetone and resin in the 

products in that vault, but 

nothing was released into 

the environment.  The 

Barron County Emergency 

Management Office and a 

licensed hazardous 

materials team are 

conducting the cleanup of 

the containment basins. 

Road project costs are 

coming in lower than 

projected.  An unexpected 

38-million dollars in state 

revenues from fuel tax 

collections and vehicle 

registration fees were the 

sources of the additional 

revenue.  The Wisconsin 



Department of 

Transportation is quickly 

expediting 21 road and 

bridge maintenance jobs to 

be completed before the 

end of the fiscal year in 

June.  Governor Scott 

Walker credits Wis-Dot with 

showing fiscal prudence. 
 

  
Howard Young begins 
upgrade News 4/17/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The first phase of a multi-

million dollar renovation 

and construction project 

starts today at the Howard 

Young Medical Center in 

Woodruff.  Work begins on 

developing and extending 

the access to the facility 

from Hwy 51 and should be 

completed by mid to late 

May.  As the project 

continues, plans include 

remodeling and improving 

areas for outpatient 

therapy, cardiac 

rehabilitation, wound 

therapy and the 

emergency department.  

Future phases depend on 

the outcome of Marshfield 



Clinic’s plans for a 12-bed 

hospital within walking 

distance of Howard Young.   

 

Governor Scott Walker is 

scheduled to sign two bills 

into law today.  One will 

make an extract of 

marijuana legal with a 

doctors’ certification to 

treat seizures.  The second 

would block local 

governments from requiring 

collective bargaining 

agreements on public 

projects.   

 

Students at UW Stevens 

Point were sent a message 

shortly after two this 

morning of a suspect, 

possibly armed, near the 

campus.  Authorities 

advised people to avoid 

the area around the corner 

of Fremont and Main 

streets.  Police resolved the 

incident about an hour 

later.  No other information 



is available. 

 

President Donald Trump 

travels to Wisconsin 

tomorrow.  The White House 

confirmed he’ll visit the 

Kenosha headquarters of 

Snap-On Tools for a speech.  

It’s the first appearance in 

the state since taking 

office.   

 

And in sports, the Brewers 

took three of four games 

with Cincinnati including a 

4-2 win Easter Sunday.  They 

open a three game series 

with the Cubs this 

afternoon.  And the Bucks 

take a one game lead in 

the first round of the NBA 

Playoffs, beating Toronto.  

Game two tomorrow night.   
 

 
State dairy farmers in the 
newsq News 4/17/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

State officials say they're 

looking for dairy processors 

in Wisconsin and elsewhere 

who could accept milk 

from at least 100 farmers 

who face the loss of their 



main buyers as early as May 

first. Grassland Dairy near 

Greenwood and Nasonville 

Dairy near Marshfield say 

they're out of room for the 

milk they're buying from 

farmers. That's after 

Canadian provinces 

changed their pricing 

policies so farmers there 

could buy their own 

specialized milk for cheese 

instead of following 

contracts with Wisconsin 

and New York State 

suppliers.  State Ag 

Secretary Ben Brancel says 

it comes down to finding 

solutions in just two weeks -- 

unless lenders could give 

their farmers some latitude. 

Donald Trump will try for a 

second time to make his 

first visit to Wisconsin as 

president. Media reports 

say the Republican Trump 

will speak tomorrow  in 

Kenosha at Snap On Tools' 

corporate headquarters. 



The White House confirms 

that Trump will visit Paul 

Ryan's U-S House district, but 

the Republican speaker 

won't be there because he 

and congressional 

colleagues will be in Europe 

meeting with America's 

NATO allies. Trump 

canceled a visit in February 

to a Harley Davidson plant 

in Menomonee Falls, after 

the company reportedly 

did not want Trump 

protesters tagging along -- 

and Trump later hosted 

Harley executives in 

Washington. State Assembly 

Democrat Tod Ohnstad of 

Kenosha, who gave the first 

word of the Trump visit, says 

he expects Chief of Staff 

Reince Priebus from 

Kenosha and Governor 

Scott Walker to be on hand. 
 

 
Rhinelander woman facing 
charges News 4/18/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 28-year old Rhinelander 

woman faces a second 

degree reckless homicide 

charge in the death of an 



infant last week.  Last 

Friday, a 911 call Oneida 

County Dispatch reported a 

20-month old child in 

Newbold with very shallow 

breathing.  Deputies and 

medics responded and 

young Avery Edwards was 

taken to St. Mary’s Hospital 

then flown to St. Joseph’s in 

Marshfield where he died.  

Investigators arrested Ellen 

Tran and continue looking 

into the child’s death.   

A Merrill woman will serve 

jail time for the attempted 

homicide of an elderly man 

in her care.  Stacey Hansen 

used to cook and clean for 

78-year old Arlo Erickson 

and on October 29th of 

2015, tried to suffocate him 

using a plastic bag.  A plea 

agreement was reached 

this past January and 

yesterday Lincoln County 

Judge Jay Tlusty sentenced 

her to 15 years plus 10-years 

extended supervision.   



Seven people including two 

minors were arrested 

yesterday in Merrill following 

a drug investigation.  41-

year old Shawn Boyd faces 

several counts of 

neglecting a child, 

maintain a drug trafficking 

place and possession.  

Authorities turned up the 

operation on a search 

warrant of a home on the 

300 block of Genesee 

Steet.  The names of the 

others have not yet been 

released. 

A two car accident in 

suburban Wausau last night 

injured several people.  

Officers said one driver shot 

a stop sign at South 10th 

and McIntosh streets 

around 7:30, striking the 

other vehicle hard enough 

for it to roll.  The people hurt 

were treated and released 

at the scene.  The driver 

was cited.   
 

 News 4/18/17 1230p,530p 1:30  President Donald Trump 



President Trump in Kenosha 
today 

used his visit to Kenosha 

today to sign an executive 

order he calls "Buy 

American, Hire American." 

Administration officials in 

Washington said Trump will 

start clamping down on the 

"H-One-B" visas that let 

foreign workers take highly 

skilled jobs in the U-S -- 

something he criticized 

during his election 

campaign, saying it brings 

in low wage workers to take 

jobs from U-S college grads.  

Trump's order will also 

require federal agencies to 

buy more things from U-S 

firms and employees. T he 

Republican president 

signed the order at Snap 

On Tools in Kenosha.  It’s 

Trump's first visit to Wisconsin 

since becoming the first 

Republican since 1984 to 

carry the Badger State in 

last fall's presidential 

contest. 

Joseph Jakubowski told a 



court commissioner in 

Janesville, "I'm not your 

slave, man ... You can't tell 

me what to do."  The 

alleged gun shop burglar 

and threat suspect made 

his initial appearance in 

state court yesterday on 

three felony charges 

connected with this month's 

burglary at a Janesville 

arms dealer where he 

reportedly stole 18 guns 

and two silencers.  That was 

before he spent ten days 

on the run before he was 

arrested last Friday near 

Readstown.  The 32-year-

old Jakubowski appeared 

in court on T-V from his jail 

cell and a 30-thousand 

dollar bond was set on 

charges of theft, armed 

burglary, and possession of 

burglary tools.  He's due 

back in Rock County Circuit 

Court next Tuesday -- the 

same day he's due in 

federal court for allegedly 



stealing guns from a 

licensed firearms dealer. 
 

 
Rhinelander woman facing 
serious charges in death of 
her baby News 4/19/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Young Avery Edwards died 

of blunt force trauma and 

his step mother is charged 

with second degree 

reckless homicide.  28-year 

old Ellen Tran was in Oneida 

County Court yesterday 

and said the youngster fell 

in the shower, last Friday.   

He was flown to Marshfield 

where doctors raised the 

question of abuse.  Tran is 

free on a $50,000 bond and 

back in court May 25th.  

 

Last week we reported 

about committee moves to 

close Rhinelander’s 

Northwoods Community 

Secondary School.  The 

school board finalized the 

recommendation and 70 

students will transition to 

other classes in the next 

year.  NCSS operated in the 

district for 13 years.  Officials 

cited dropping  enrollment 



as the primary reason.  

School staff will be moved 

to other positions.  

 

The theft of birch trees in 

the state is increasing.  The 

DNR is now working with 

state and local law 

enforcement to track down 

the poachers.  Nearly 200 

acres of trees have been 

stolen from Washburn 

county forests alone, used 

to build home decorations.  

Authorities say those 

responsible are also stealing 

other items of value from 

remote locations and 

remind people that if 

something questionable is 

noticed, to report it.  

 

 The Wisconsin Valley Fair 

board is standing by its 

decision to have Ted 

Nugent perform this 

summer.  Nugent, an 

outspoken political 

conservative has drawn 



criticism from one local 

politician who labeled him 

a racist who spews hatred 

and isn’t fit for a family 

event and plans a boycott.  

The board supported their 

decision saying Nugent is a 

popular national act and 

breaking the contract 

could lead to litigation.   
 

 
Tomahawk man gets 
sentenced News 4/19/.17 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Tomahawk man accused 

of beating his infant son to 

death was sentenced to 

four months in jail for an 

unrelated drunk driving 

crash last year.  Twenty-

year-old Henry Hughes was 

sentenced yesterday after 

pleading no contest in 

Lincoln County Circuit Court 

to injuring a passenger 

while driving drunk.  Officials 

say his blood alcohol level 

was point-17, more than 

twice the legal limit, when 

he claimed to avoid hitting 

deer and swerved his 

vehicle with his 18-month-

old stepson inside -- and the 



boy had cuts and a head 

bump.  Hughes was 

charged last November 

with reckless homicide and 

child abuse, because his 

baby son had head 

trauma, broken ribs, and a 

broken ankle.  Hughes is 

due back in court May 

18th. 

Assembly Republican David 

Steffen introduced a bill 

today to replace the state's 

119-year-old prison at 

Green Bay with a new 

facility in the area.  With 

almost eleven-hundred 

inmates, Steffen says the 

maximum security lockup in 

Allouez is 143-percent 

above its capacity -- and 

the prison's problems are 

not going away.  Steffen,  

wants a private firm to build 

the new prison, with the 

state to lease it. He figures it 

would cost about four-

million dollars less to rent 

each year, than the state's 



current maintenance cost 

of 19-million for the Green 

Bay prison -- which is on the 

both the national and state 

registries for historic places.  

Allouez officials say it would 

help the community if the 

site goes on the tax roll, 

possibly used for housing or 

business purposes. 
 

 
People without power as the 
day begins  News 4/20/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

More than 3700 customers 

of Wisconsin Public Service 

are without power early this 

morning as several strong 

storms passed across north 

central Wisconsin.  Some 

minor damage was also 

reported.  Rain is expected 

to continue into the 

afternoon adding to 

already swollen rivers and 

streams where the threat of 

flooding has authorities 

preparing.   

More than 150 criminal 

charges, six of them felonies 

were leveled against 52-

year old Patricia Kirker of 

Crandon in Forest County 



Court yesterday and her 

$10,000 bond continued.  

Kirker is accused of 

mistreating and causing the 

death of animals found and 

removed from her property 

including a number of 

horses, dogs and wolf-dog 

hybrids, many in very poor 

physical condition.  Kirker 

also has five felony drug 

charges pending for the 

manufacture and delivery 

of narcotics.  She’s back in 

court May third.   

Several churches across 

Lincoln County were broken 

into over the Easter 

weekend.  Officials said gift 

cards and cash were stolen 

from two churches in 

Tomahawk and two in 

Merrill.   

Health officials in Marathon 

County continue looking 

into what they’re calling an 

outbreak of a novovirus 

after nearly 100 customers 

at Jimmy John’s in Weston 



got sick.  The investigation 

began nearly two weeks 

ago and the restaurant 

closed to sanitize the 

building and discard any 

potentially contaminated 

food.  Employees also 

received additional food 

safety training.  The business 

has since been inspected 

and cleared by the 

Department of Health and 

is back open.     

In sports, the Cubs dropped 

the Brewers 7-4 last night 

and the Bucks and Raptors 

meet tonight in game three 

of the NBA first round 

playoffs. 
 

 
Power outages in the state 
due to storms News 4/20/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Almost 15-thousand homes 

and businesses were 

without electricity to start 

the day.  That's after strong 

thunderstorms rolled across 

parts of the state.  Most of 

the outages were reported 

in the Milwaukee area and 

central Wisconsin , where 

We Energies had more than 



13-thousand customers out 

-- and the Wisconsin Public 

Service utility had over 5000 

in the dark.   A flood 

warning continues on the 

Rock River at Afton, near 

Janesville -- and the 

weather service has new 

flood advisories out for the 

Menominee River at 

Kingsford and Big 

Quinnesec Falls Dam, both 

on the far northeast 

Wisconsin border with 

Upper Michigan. 

Rhinelander area residents 

have another chance to 

voice their thoughts on 

using city parks in a public 

hearing tonight at the high 

school.  The city’s Parks 

Public Engagement Task 

Force continues to gather 

information in order to 

provide recommendations 

to council members on a 

number of issues involving 

the needs, maintenance 

and uses of city parks.  



Debate has been ongoing 

since last year from a 

number of people and 

organizations over the use 

and expansion of the city’s 

parks.   

Minority Democrats will try 

again to get a statewide 

advisory referendum on 

ending the seven-year-old 

"Citizens United" U-S 

Supreme Court decision.  

Party leaders say outside 

spending on campaigns 

has more than doubled 

since the 2010 court ruling 

that let businesses spend 

unlimited money on 

candidates.  Repeal 

referendums have passed 

in more than 100 local 

ballots but Democrats want 

a statewide vote.  

Republicans oppose it. 

In sports, the NFL regular 

season schedule is 

announced tonight. 
 

 
      



 
Sex charges leveled at 
Crandon man  News 4/21/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

More than a dozen felonies 

including incest, sexual 

assault and abuse have 

been leveled against a 

Crandon man.  33-year old 

Matthew Christenson is 

accused of assaulting six 

children since 2010, five of 

them minors.  He allegedly 

got one underaged girl 

pregnant and aborted the 

baby himself.  The victims 

detailed events in Forest 

County Court where 

Christenson had the 

charges and bond 

amended.  He remains in 

jail on a $75,000 cash bond 

and is back in court May 

third.     

Additional charges have 

been filed against Joseph 

Jackubowski, the Janesville 

man accused of stealing 

numerous firearms and 

sending a threatening anti-

government manifesto to 

the president.  Federal 

prosecutors with the US 



Attorney’s Office said the 

original theft charges 

included two weapons and 

two silencers.  The 

amended complaint 

accounts for 18 firearms 

taken from a gun store in 

Janesville two weeks ago.  

He was captured after a 10-

day manhunt without 

incident and remains in 

federal custody without 

bond.   

The state Supreme Court 

rejected a request to 

consider new rules for when 

judges should recuse 

themselves.  Members of 

the high court voted 5-2 

yesterday to dismiss a 

petition filed by 54 retired 

judges, who asked for new 

requirements for when 

judges should remove 

themselves from cases 

involving individuals or 

groups that have donated 

to their campaigns.  



Startups across the country 

could soon get a boost 

thanks to changes in 

federal rules that will make 

it easier for them to find 

local investors.  New federal 

rules will allow 

Crowdfunding to use social 

media to spread beyond 

residents of the business’ 

home state.    

 

 
Rhinelander to meet over 
police captain candidates News 4/21/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Rhinelander’s Police and 

Fire Commission meets May 

first in closed session to 

review their two choices for 

a new police chief.  Interim 

chief and department 

Captain Ron Luenburg and 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Captain Lloyd Gauthier 

were back in the running 

after David Funkhouser, the 

current chief in Kiel, 

Wisconsin turned down the 

job a couple weeks ago.  



Commission members will 

conduct final interviews 

and consider other related 

matters before making their 

appointment.   

Governor Scott Walker says 

he is against cutting state 

school aid to districts where 

voters agree to raise their 

local taxes to keep 

programs running.  

Yesterday, the Republican 

Walker said he hoped 

schools would not feel the 

need for as many 

referendums as a result of 

his state budget plan to 

increase school aid by 650-

million dollars in the next 

two years.  

Wisconsin and seven other 

states along the Great 

Lakes have reaffirmed their 

approval of letting 

Waukesha use Lake 

Michigan for its drinking 

water. A group of mayors in 

Great Lakes cities 

appealed the diversion 



approval last August, but 

an attorney for the city of 

Waukesha says 

representatives of all eight 

states reiterated their 

approvals on Thursday. 

Waukesha is just outside 

Lake Michigan's natural 

basin, so the city needed 

the Great Lakes states and 

Canadian provinces to 

approve their use of lake 

water as part of the 2008 

Great Lakes water 

protection agreement. 

Waukesha had tried for 

years to hook up to Lake 

Michigan because its own 

water wells were drying up. 

That resulted in higher 

radium levels, which the 

state D-N-R ordered to be 

removed by 2018. 
 

 
Area car rollover this 
morning  News 4/24/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Pine Lake and Stella first 

responders were responded 

to a one vehicle rollover 

early this morning.  Oneida 

County dispatch got the 

call shortly after 1:00 of the 



accident on Hwy C and 

south Limberlost road.  One 

person was injured.  About 

two hours later, Vilas 

County sent medics to the 

Little Trout Lake boat 

landing where a car was in 

the water and an 

unconscious woman inside, 

with the water already up 

to her waist.  No other 

information is available.   

Like many high schools 

across the state it was prom 

weekend.  In Antigo 

memories of the shooting of 

two students were still there.  

A year ago 18-year old 

Jakob Wagner opened fire 

on a group leaving the 

dance and injuring two 

before he was killed by 

police.  Security was 

evident as officials worked 

to provide a safe 

environment for the kids.   

When Ashland firefighters 

first spotted what looked 

like military ordnance in a 



burned garage, they went 

on high alert and called in 

some help.  Because they 

thought it might be a 

military mortar round, they 

evacuated homes in a two-

block area over the 

weekend.  Four members of 

a National Guard military 

ordnance disposal unit from 

Duluth determined it was 

just a practice round, with 

no explosive charge.  The 

Minnesota team removed it 

and disposed of it, allowing 

residents to return home. 

And in sports, the Bucks and 

Raptors head to game five 

of the NBA playoffs tonight 

tied at two apiece…and 

the Brewers were swept by 

the Cards, losing five of their 

last six.  They host Cincinnati 

tonight.  
 

 
More state national 
guardsmen being called up  News 4/24/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Eighty three more Wisconsin 

National Guard members 

are starting new tours of 

duty in the Middle East.  

Governor Scott Walker and 



state Adjutant General Don 

Dunbar joined family 

members in sending off 

members of the Guard's 

147th Aviation unit.  The 

Black Hawk helicopter unit 

will help with troop 

movements and medivac 

support among other 

things.  The unit is due back 

in January. 

The Minocqua Police 

Department is looking for 

volunteer chaplains to 

begin a new service.  Their 

newly established Chaplin 

program will provide aid to 

both officers and the public 

through a field service 

ministry offering spiritual 

guidance, pastoral 

counseling and comfort in 

times of crisis.  Ordained or 

licensed chaplains should 

contact the department for 

more information.   

Much of Wisconsin could 

get a rare view of the 

Northern Lights tonight if the 



weather cooperates.  The 

Alaska Geophysical Institute 

says there's a high 

probability for more flareups 

from the Aurora Borealis -- 

and the website Aurora-

Service Dot Org has hourly 

forecasts.  The Northern 

Lights flared last Friday night 

and into Saturday and folks 

in the Bayfield area next to 

Lake Superior were among 

those treated to a massive 

display of green and 

reddish green lights.  Sean 

Miller of the National 

Weather Service in Sullivan 

says it's a big "if" as to 

whether the Northern Lights 

could be seen tonight 

away from the city lights of 

populated areas, but it's 

possible if the weather's 

good.  The Weather Service 

predicts cloudy skies this 

evening, becoming partly 

cloudy later on. 
 

 
State rain problems  News 4/25/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

While much of the state 

picked up abundant 



moisture recently, it doesn’t 

last long in the spring as 

evidenced by the high to 

very high fire danger across 

the state.  Burning has been 

suspended and fire crews 

are on standby should a 

wildfire be reported and 

the DNR has planes in the 

air looking for signs of 

smoke. 

Conservation wardens and 

local authorities are 

warning mud runners they 

face thousands of dollars in 

fines and cleanup costs if 

running on county land or 

trespassing on private 

property.  Severe damage 

was found in the 

Underdown Recreational 

area near Copper Lake in 

Gleason.  Last Friday, a 

group of trucks were found 

after causing damage to 

county land in Tomahawk.   

The site is gruesome but 

drives home the point of 

what can happen when 



driving while impaired or 

distracted.  The Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s 

Department along with 

Tomahawk Fire, EMS and 

other authorities including 

Spirit Air will take part in the 

semi-annual mock car 

crash at Tomahawk High 

School Friday.  The program 

began more than 20 years 

ago after several high 

schoolers died in crashes 

involving impaired drivers.  

The program is put on for 

juniors and seniors to 

illustrate the consequences 

of what can happen. 

Wisconsin and New Jersey 

are the only states that 

prohibit the for profit sale of 

baked goods from a home 

kitchen.  The state Senate is 

looking at a proposal that 

would allow it.  Similar 

measures received 

bipartisan support in the 

Senate in the past but died 

in the assembly.   
 



Gov. Walker to meet with 
state political leaders 
 News 4/25/17 1230,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker now 

says he's talking with G-O-P 

leaders on something that's 

been a political "no no" for 

years -- using general tax 

revenues for road work.  The 

Republican Walker brought 

up that possibility yesterday, 

after clarifying he has no 

interest in raising vehicle 

registration fees to help 

make up for a shortfall in 

the state's highway budget.  

Walker says he has told 

lawmakers "repeatedly" 

there are ways to free up 

more money for roads and 

general revenues are 

among them.  Democrats 

say using general fund 

dollars would take away 

money from schools and 

safety net programs. 

 A Wausau man has been 

ordered to stand trial for 

allegedly taking a gun to 

Appleton East High School. 

Blong Vang is scheduled to 

enter pleas next Tuesday to 



felony charges of 

possessing a firearm on 

school grounds, child 

abuse, and bail jumping. 

Officials say the 21-year-old 

Vang and two other teens 

were at the school to get 

revenge on a student who 

was said to be bullying 

Vang's girlfriend -- but the 

three denied any intent to 

harm the student.  

An ice storm appears to be 

brewing in far northwest 

Wisconsin.  The National 

Weather Service issued a 

winter storm watch from 

tonite through Thursday 

morning for Douglas and 

Bayfield counties, plus 

much of northeast 

Minnesota.  Forecasters say 

the Superior and Bayfield 

areas will start getting rain 

or freezing rain tonight -- 

and the region can expect 

up to one quarter inch of 

ice, as much as one inch of 

snow and wind gusts of up 



to 30.  
 
 

 
Dog issue case in Sugar 
Camp  News 4/26/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

In early February nearly 40 

dogs were seized from an 

animal shelter in Sugar 

Camp.  Stephanie 

Schneider, the owner of It 

Matters To One Animal 

Rescue was in Oneida 

County Court yesterday in 

an effort to get them back.  

While she was arrested, 

Schneider has still not been 

charged with anything.  

Testimony in the civil case 

centered on the conditions 

at the facility which 

witnesses described as filthy 

and in need of repair as the 

courtroom, packed with 

opponents of returning the 

animals listened.  Judge 

Michael Bloom did not 

render a decision and 

scheduled another hearing 

for May 25th.   

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

deputy Sam Steckbauer 

defended himself and the 



use of deadly force in the 

shooting of a Wausau man.  

40-year old Sean Igers ran 

his truck off the road in rural 

Merrill the night of February 

27th, the accident reported 

by a 911 call from a driver 

following him.  When 

Steckbauer arrived he saw 

Igers was outside the truck 

with a gun in his hand.  He 

fired several shots at the 

deputy who then returned 

fire.  Lincoln County DA 

Galen Bayne-Allison ruled 

the shooting was justified.   

Five area high schools were 

awarded nearly half a 

million dollars from the 

Wisconsin Economic 

Development Corporation 

for building or expanding 

their Fab Labs, small-scale 

workshops using 3-D 

printers, laser engravers and 

control routers, where 

students learn about and 

join in the fabrication of 

materials and items.  



Receiving grants were 

schools in Florence, Eagle 

River, Minocqua, 

Rhinelander and Phelps.   
 

 
New state home buyers may 
be hurt by state dairy 
farmers  News 4/26/17 1230,530p 1:30 

A move to support 

Wisconsin dairy farmers 

might hurt state residents 

buying new homes.  The 

Trump administration 

imposed tariffs on imported 

lumber from Canada, 

saying the U-S could not sit 

quietly while Canadian 

dairy processors cut off their 

milk purchases from 

Wisconsin due to that 

country's new pricing 

policies.  New buildings 

using that lumber could 

soon cost over $1000 more 

as the added tax is passed 

onto the consumer.    

 It appears much of 

northwest Wisconsin will not 

get as much of an ice storm 

as originally predicted, but 

it will cover more ground. 

Ashland and Hayward 

reported freezing rain early 



this morning and 

forecasters say rain 

elsewhere in the far 

northwest will change to 

snow and sleet in the late 

afternoon.  Ice of up to one 

quarter inch is expected, 

with strong winds.  Xcel 

Energy reported about 

numerous customers 

without power in the 

Ashland area but there 

were no significant outages 

elsewhere in the region.  

Winter weather advisories 

that were supposted to run 

until tomorrow will end at 

seven tonight in Douglas 

and Bayfield counties -- but 

Ashland and Iron counties 

have been added to the 

advisory list and those 

advisories run from seven p-

m through ten tomorrow 

morning. 

Every high school and junior 

high school athlete in WIAA 

member schools will be 

covered by concussion 



insurance.  The organization 

purchased a policy for its 

80,000 plus student athletes 

that will provide them with 

zero out of pocket 

expenses should they suffer 

a concussion.  Wisconsin 

becomes the fourth state to 

provide such coverage. 
 

 
Winter weather advisory in 
effect for the northern part of 
state News 4/27/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A winter weather advisory is 

in effect until noon today 

for much of northern 

Wisconsin and the UP.  The 

mixed precipitation will 

change to snow later this 

morning and continue into 

the afternoon before 

diminishing.  Total 

accumulations of 2-4 inches 

is possible mainly north and 

west of a line from 

Tomahawk to Rhinelander 

to Crandon to Tipler.  An 

inch or less is expected to 

the south.  Sleet and 

freezing rain falling earlier 

this morning is creating 

some slippery travel 

conditions.   



Sugar Camp volunteers 

were dispatched to a 

vehicle fire that closed Hwy 

17 early last night.  The 

pickup truck was engulfed 

in flames as firefighters 

arrived shortly after 6:00 on 

the highway just north of 

County D.  Officials said 

something ignited under 

the hood and had the area 

cleared in about an hour.   

A fallen tree on power lines 

in Newbold knocked out 

power to residents for just 

over an hour last night.  

Public Service crews got the 

call about 6:30 to 

Northwestern and Forest 

Roads.  The outage 

affected about 250 

customers.   

Last August the iconic T-Bird 

Country bridge was 

removed from its home 

over Hwy 51 south of 

Minocqua.  It’s now stored 

in Tomahawk until the 

group in charge of moving 



it to the entrance of 

Lakeland High School raises 

enough money.  Members 

say they’re quite a ways 

from their goal of $250,000.   

And in sports, the Green 

Bay Packers have the 29th 

pick in the NFL Draft that 

begins tonight in 

Philadelphia.  Expect the 

team to stock up on 

defense over the next three 

days. 
 

 
Winter weather comes back 
to the state News 4/27/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Weather advisories expired 

at noon but the remainder 

of the day will still be 

miserable.  Temperatures 

will be well below normal 

both tonight and through 

the weekend, however 

Friday and Saturday will be 

dry for much of the area.  

Periods of light to moderate 

rain returns on Sunday with 

both Wausau and 

Rhinelander having a 

chance to set precipitation 

records for the month.   

Governor Scott Walker says 



President Donald Trump has 

"really gotten Canada's 

attention" in a trade dispute 

involving Wisconsin dairy 

farmers.  There were 

indications yesterday that 

Trump would issue an 

executive order ending 

America's participation in 

the NAFTA free trade 

agreement.  Trump later 

told Canadian and 

Mexican leaders he would 

not pull out and White 

House staffers say all three 

countries plan to quickly 

move toward renegotiating 

the long running trade pact 

so all the nations benefit.  

 An ocean sciences' team 

from Marshfield High School 

is looking forward to a trip 

to New Jersey, where they'll 

join scientists in conducting 

research.  The students 

earned the trip after 

placing second in the 

recent National Ocean 

Sciences Bowl in Oregon.  A 



team from Santa Monica 

High School near Los 

Angeles won the top prize 

in the 20th annual Ocean 

Sciences Bowl.  Marshfield 

was among 25 schools in 

the national event, after 

making it through several 

regional competitions -- 

and they've done well in 

the past, winning four 

national titles from 2009 

through '12 and placing 

second last year.  The 

program encourages 

students to pursue college 

degrees and careers in 

ocean sciences. 
 

 
Oneida still debating on a 
new hospital  News 4/28/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

Committee is still weighing 

the decision whether or not 

to allow the Marshfield 

Clinic to build a new 

hospital in Minocqua.  The 

facility is looking to put up a 

new $30-million, 72,000 

square foot building within 

walking distance of the 



Howard Young Medical 

Center who claim the 

duplication of services will 

not benefit the community.  

The public packed the gym 

at the Minocqua Center for 

nearly five hours yesterday 

with points and counter 

points coming from all sides.  

No decision came from the 

meeting with the 

committee set to meet next 

Wednesday at the 

courthouse in Rhinelander.    

Lincoln County authorities 

believe a Tomahawk man is 

responsible for a string of 

burglaries, including several 

churches.  44-year old Jon 

Schenk, Jr was arrested 

after both Merrill and 

Tomahawk Police searched 

his apartment and 

identified some of the 

stolen property.  He’s held 

on a probation violation 

and has yet to be charged 

with the burglaries.   

The YMCA of the 



Northwoods has its first 

community development 

director.  Laona native 

Stephanie Ruckheim moves 

to the newly created 

position after being the 

wellness coach, physical 

trainer and group fitness 

instructor since 2011 and 

the wellness director the last 

two years.   

And in sports, despite a 

huge comeback the 

Milwaukee Bucks were 

eliminated from the NBA 

playoffs, losing to Toronto 

92-89, making it their eighth 

straight playoff series loss.  

And the Green Bay Packers 

passed on the chance for 

some dynamic defense 

talent in the NFL draft, 

trading last night’s first 

round pick for two 

selections today and 

tomorrow.   
 

 
Rhinelander set weather 
records with winter weather  News 4/28/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Yesterday’s return of winter 

weather did more than 

cover the ground.  



Rhinelander set three new 

records for the day and 

ends the month with an all-

time precipitation mark.  

The 3.1 inches of snow 

buried the old record of 

two inches set 15 years ago.  

The monthly precip total 

eclipses the old mark by 

several inches from 1921.  

And the temperature was 

the coldest high on record 

at only 34, where the 

mercury typically sits as an 

overnight low. 

 A psychologist who was 

fired from the state's Lincoln 

Hills juvenile institution 

reached a settlement after 

he was let go last 

December. Reports say 

Derek John failed to 

respond to requests for help 

from more than 20 inmates 

in a three month period.  As 

part of his settlement, the 

state Corrections 

Department recently 

agreed to call John's firing 



a "resignation."  The facility 

is still the subject of a two 

year federal investigation 

into alleged inmate abuses.  

 A judge in southwest 

Wisconsin plans to issue a 

ruling by May 31st on a 

legal challenge to 

Wisconsin's ban on selling 

home baked foods without 

licenses.  Lafayette County 

Circuit Judge Duane 

Jorgenson heard 

arguments in the case 

yesterday.  There's a bill 

pending in the Madison to 

make Wisconsin the second 

to last state to allow home 

baked food sales without 

licenses and state 

inspections.  Critics say the 

bill would hurt small 

businesses that have to 

follow the rules -- but 

supporters maintain it's not 

a legitimate government 

interest to protect 

businesses from competition 

and allowing sales of home 



foods could help farmers 

who are struggling. 
 

 
Interview In studio  4/13/17 735a 3 min 

Talked to Sue Morris from the Lakeland 
Rotary Club about a fund raiser for the 
Lakeland senior Center 

 
Interview Phone 4/13/17 835a 3 min 

Talked to Penny Weismann from the St. 
Germain Chamber about a Martini’s In 
May event  

 
Interview Phone 4/18/17 735a 3 min  

Talked to Dan Brunette from the Lakeland 
Kiwanis Club about an upcoming run to 
raise money to benefit Autism Programs  
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Fire at Brandy Lake BP News 5/1/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Shortly after 1:00 this 

morning firefighters in Arbor 

Vitae were dispatched to 

the Brandy Lake BP station 

on Hwy 51 north.  A flower 

planter in front of the 

building was burning and 

threatening the building.  

The Woodruff department 

was on standby but the fire 

was under control in about 

20-minutes.  No word on 

how it started. 



Wisconsin’s next two-year 

budget is in front of the 

budget writing committee 

beginning today.  The $76-

billion dollar plan includes 

an increase in school aids 

that appears to have 

enough support to pass.  

Funding for the state’s 

roads, a UW tuition cut and 

several other major 

provisions however are 

trouble spots.  Work on the 

budget isn’t expected to 

wrap up until June.   

Above normal precipitation 

is taking its toll on area 

roads.  A sinkhole has 

County NN at Thornapple 

road in Rib Mountain is still 

closed.  Water washed out 

the pavement more than a 

week ago.  Officials don’t 

know when it’s expected to 

reopen.   

The Wisconsin Department 

of Corrections expects to 

set a new record for the 

number of inmates in its 



prisons by June.  Projections 

indicate 23-thousand-233 

people will be behind bars, 

almost 50 above the all-

time record set 10 years 

ago.  The nonpartisan 

Wisconsin Taxpayers 

Alliance suggests the 

increasing prison 

population is driven by 

tougher sentences handed 

down by state judges.   

And in sports, eight 

Wisconsin Badgers will get a 

chance to start in the NFL 

as the annual spring draft 

wrapped up this weekend.  

Included is Wisconsin Rapids 

native Vince Biegel, taken 

by the Packers in the 4th 

round Saturday.   
 

  
Flood warning across the 
state after bad weather News 5/1/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A cold and wet weekend 

spurs more flood warnings 

on four rivers in Wisconsin.  

The National Weather 

Service says the Fox River at 

Berlin, the Wolf near 

Shiocton and the 

Menominee in Marinette 



County are all slightly 

above their flood stages.  

Minor flooding is expected 

by the time the river drop 

below their banks at various 

times during the week.  

Most of Wisconsin is getting 

rain but the Superior area 

will get 2-5 inches of snow in 

a storm that's supposed to 

dump larger amounts in 

northeast Minnesota. 

 U-S House Republican 

Glenn Grothman says it 

would not surprise him if a 

vote on the latest 

Obamacare replacement 

bill comes up in the next 

couple of weeks.  The 

second term Wisconsin 

congressman held a town 

hall meeting last night in 

Neenah, where a crowd of 

about 100 peppered him 

with tough questions about 

health care and other 

topics.  Grothman said he 

expected almost every 

federal agency to take 



buget cuts, saying the 

nation's debt would soon 

reach 20-trillion dollars.   

Facebook C-E-O Mark 

Zuckerberg checked off 

Wisconsin from his list of all 

50 states he plans to meet 

people by the end of the 

year.  He posted photos 

from his visits yesterday to 

Jed Gant's dairy and beef 

cattle farm near 

Blanchardville -- and he 

then stopped in Madison to 

eat at State Street Brats 

near the U-W campus.  

Facebook users suggested 

his dinner stop for a brat -- 

where he said he "basically 

inhaled" cheese curds and 

his first brat before he 

remembered to get a 

photo before eating a 

second brat. 
 

  
Rhinelander has a new 
police chief News 5/2/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Rhinelander has a new 

police chief.  Oneida 

County Sheriff’s department 

Captain Lloyd Gauthier was 

named yesterday by the 



city’s police and fire 

commission.  Gauthier and 

interim chief, police captain 

Ron Lueneburg were 

finalists when Kiel chief 

Dave Funkhouser was 

offered the job several 

weeks ago but turned it 

down.  That put the two 

officers up for the position 

again.  The city’s finance 

committee still needs to 

finalize the contract details.   

Firefighters in Spencer are 

mopping up after a blaze 

at Wolf’s Sawmill overnight.  

The call came in shortly 

before 11:30 of the fire on 

the 700 block of Karau 

Avenue.  The fire was 

quickly extinguished and 

some damage was 

reported to some 

equipment at the mill.  No 

one was hurt and the cause 

was not identified.   

A Crandon business owner 

gets a national honor.  

Kristina Pence-Dunow owns 



Hometown Trolley and was 

recognized as the National 

Small Business Person by the 

SBA.  The company builds 

trolleys on wheels and is 

now in its 24th year with 52 

employees.   

Half of the nearly 30 

methamphetamine labs 

identified by law 

enforcement in Wisconsin 

since October have been 

discovered in two southern 

counties.  Data from the 

Drug Enforcement 

Administration show Rock 

County had four labs while 

Walworth County had nine.  

Officials say the meth labs 

found in the area tend to 

be one-pot meth cooks 

that use plastic bottles, 

which can explode and 

cause serious chemical 

damage. 

And in sports, the Brewers 

dropped the Cards 7-5 and 

the Packers resigned Ha Ha 

Clinton Dix and released 



running backs Christian 

Michael and Don Jackson. 
 

  
Answer to come soon on 
Marshfield Clinic expansion  News 5/2/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The answer to the question 

of whether the Marshfield 

Clinic can expand its 

Minocqua facility may 

come tomorrow.  The 

Oneida county planning 

and development 

committee picks up where 

they left off last week 

before a packed hearing 

on Marshfield’s request for a 

conditional use permit to 

build a multi-million, 72,000 

square foot hospital 

adjacent to their clinic.  The 

issue is opposed by the 

Howard Young Medical 

Center, which is right across 

the road and in the process 

of expansion and 

renovation.   

The Wisconsin Assembly is 

busy today.  They're 

expected to give final 

legislative approval to a bill 

relaxing rules on permits for 

high capacity water wells 



used by potato and 

cranberry growers, among 

others.  They’re also 

scheduled to act on four 

bills to fight homelessness -- 

including a new state 

council to coordinate 

public and private 

programs, plus more funds 

for transitional housing and 

pilot programs to help the 

homeless find work and 

give them higher priority 

slots for federal housing 

vouchers.  The Assembly 

also has bills up that would 

eliminate work permits and 

parental approval for 16-

and-17-year-olds to get jobs 

-- let minors attend festivals 

on private property where 

alcohol is served -- and 

make education officials 

seek legislative responses to 

school accountability plans. 

While over in the Senate, 

there are nine bills aimed at 

fighting opioid and heroin 

abuse and hiring more state 



drug agents.  They’ll also 

consider bills to allow small 

delivery robots on sidewalks 

and naming cheese as the 

state’s official dairy 

product.   
 

  
Rhinelander Police Chief 
signed to contract News 5/3/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Rhinelander’s finance 

committee and Lloyd 

Gauthier, potentially the 

city’s new police chief 

agreed to a contract.  The 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department Captain was 

recommended Monday by 

the Police and Fire 

Commission for the position.  

The negotiated salary of just 

under $82,000 now goes to 

the city council next week 

for final approval.  He’ll 

begin the new job at the 

end of the month.     

Deer hunters have seen 

some tough regulations 

across the North the last 

several years but things are 

beginning to change.  No 

doe tags were available 

following the harsh winter of 



four years ago but this 

season things are turning 

around.  Ashland, Iron and 

Vilas counties through their 

Deer Advisory councils, 

voted to stay bucks only 

again this year to allow the 

herd to grow.  Doe hunting 

would be allowed in all 

other counties.  The Natural 

Resources Board still needs 

to approve the 

recommendations.   

A traffic accident on 

Wausau’s east side 

knocked out power last 

night.  Nearly 4800 

Wisconsin Public Service 

customers were in the dark 

after a car struck a power 

pole at the corner of North 

2nd street and Humbolt 

Avenue.  A vehicle was 

making a left turn when 

another car attempted to 

pass.   

Wisconsin's 16- and 17-year-

olds wouldn't need to 

obtain permission from their 



parents to get jobs under a 

Republican bill passed by 

the Assembly.  The measure 

would eliminate the 

requirement that children 

16 and older obtain work 

permits.  Supporters say it'd 

make it easier for kids 

without parents to find jobs.  

Democrats counter it would 

cut parents out of the loop 

and decrease state and 

local revenues.  
 

  
Gov. Walker speaks on 
school starts News 5/3/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker says 

there's no way Wisconsin 

public schools will start their 

fall classes before 

September first.  There’s a 

fourth attempt in the 

assembly to allow schools 

to open in August, if they 

choose.  Walker said the 

Legislature would never 

pass such a change, saying 

it would cost Wisconsin Dells 

alone ten to 15 days of 

tourist business around 

Labor Day.  Farmers have 

long pushed for a mid 



August school start, saying 

they need summer help in 

May instead of mid June 

when most schools now 

end their terms.  That's how 

it used to be before 2000, 

when former Governor 

Tommy Thompson said the 

Dells and other tourist areas 

needed student workers 

through Labor Day. 

Meanwhile, nine more bills 

to fight opioid and heroin 

abuse in Wisconsin are on 

their way to the Governor 

who says he'll sign them 

after the Senate approved 

them yesterday.  The only 

one that didn't get a 

unanimous vote was the 

creation of a new charter 

school for up to 15 high 

school students who 

struggle with addictions. 

The Merrill man badly 

beaten outside of 

downtown bar in March is 

back home.  32-year old 

Matt Meisner was knocked 



out and fell head first onto 

the concrete outside Dat 

Bar on St. Patrick’s day.  

He’s already had brain 

surgery and was expected 

to be hospitalized for 

months but he’s 

recuperating at home 

already and family 

members say he’s returning 

to normal.  The attack is still 

under investigation and 

Merrill Police say the matter 

is considered a battery but 

no suspects have been 

identified.   
 

  
A new hospital in the area?   News 5/4/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 It will be another two weeks 

before Oneida County’s 

Planning and Development 

Committee meets on 

Marshfield Clinic’s request 

to build a new hospital in 

Minocqua.  The committee 

met yesterday where many 

were expecting a decision 

on the conditional use 

permit for the $30-million, 

72,000 square foot facility 

adjacent to their clinic.  The 



work is planned just down 

the road from the Howard 

Young Medical Center, 

whose been opposing the 

project since it was 

announced nearly a year 

ago.  Before deciding, the 

committee will visit 

Marshfield’s Minocqua 

facility next week, a move 

appreciated by the 

provider’s management.  

At issue is what’s best for 

the community overall.  The 

next opportunity for a 

decision is May 17th.   

 

The Forest County case 

against Patty Kirker will 

continue.  The 52-year 

old Crandon woman 

faces more than 150 

criminal charges for 

mistreating animals.  

Dozens of animals 

including dogs, wolf-

dog hybrids and horses 

were seized from her 



property in March.  

Officials reported and 

witnesses in court 

yesterday testified as to 

the deplorable 

conditions that included 

dead animals.  The case 

will continue after a new 

judge is assigned, as 

defense lawyers 

requested a substitution 

for Judge Leon Stenz.  

Kirker also faces several 

felony drug charges in 

an unrelated matter.   

 

In Marathon County 

Court, 59-year old 

Steven Smolek faces 

several felony counts.  

Smolek, now living in 

LaCrosse, was the 

former Antigo School 

Superintendent and is 

accused of child 

enticement, exposure 



and sex with a child 

under 16.  He’s free on a 

$10,000 signature bond 

and due back in court 

on the 26th.   
 

  
A fatality in Lincoln Co. 
yesterday News 5/4/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A 21-year old Manitowoc 

man died in a one vehicle 

crash yesterday in Lincoln 

County.  The sheriff’s 

department reported the 

crash about 5:30 on Grundy 

Road north of Hwy J in the 

Township of Birch.  A 911 

call reported the accident 

and that power lines were 

down across the road.  The 

vehicle left the road, stuck 

the power pole then 

several large trees.  When 

paramedics arrived they 

began CPR but the driver 

was unresponsive.  The 

passenger in the vehicle, a 

21-year old Gleason man 

was hospitalized with non-

life threatening injuries.  

Investigators say speed and 

alcohol contributed to the 



crash.   

A former watchdog for 

state government is thinking 

about running for governor 

next year, after almost 200 

state residents asked him to 

do so.  Mike McCabe of 

Madison, a former director 

of the Wisconsin 

Democracy Campaign, 

says his supporters would 

have to help him organize 

his run -- but in any case, he 

won't announce a decision 

until after Labor Day and 

most likely run as an 

independent.  The 56-year-

old McCabe says he would 

be most comfortable 

running as a non partisan 

candidate. 

Wisconsin's U-S House 

members voted 4-4 

yesterday in favor of 

funding the government 

through September and 

avoiding a federal 

shutdown at least until fall.  

State Republicans Jim 



Sensenbrenner, Sean Duffy, 

Glenn Grothman, and Mike 

Gallagher all voted against 

the compromise package -

- which did not include 

money for the U-S/Mexican 

border wall conservatives 

have been pushing.  G-O-P 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville voted for the 

funding agreement, as did 

Wisconsin Democrats Ron 

Kind, Gwen Moore, and 

Mark Pocan.  
 

  
State politicians vote on 
repeal of Obamacare News  5/5/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 All five Wisconsin U-S House 

Republicans vote yes as the 

proposed replacement to 

Obamacare passed by just 

four votes yesterday.  For 

the second time in two 

days, Janesville's Paul Ryan 

broke from the normal 

practice and cast a vote in 

favor of the measure.  All 

three state Democrats 

voted no.  Conservative 

Freedom Caucus members 

and moderates were 

swayed by a few changes 



since the replacement was 

rejected in March, primarily 

an additional eight-billion 

dollars to help cover 

people with preexisting 

conditions.  The G-O-P 

okayed it without an 

analysis from the 

Congressional Budget 

Office, so they don't know 

all the fiscal implications.  It 

now goes to the Senate, 

where only two 

Republicans can defect 

from their party line without 

the bill being defeated. 

Wisconsin public schools 

were hit hard by the short 

lived Google Docs email 

scam.  The Appleton School 

District disabled its Google 

accounts for students and 

staffers for about an hour 

Wednesday afternoon and 

it shut down student 

Chromebooks.  Wausau 

was among the school 

systems in Wisconsin 

sending alerts to families, 



warning them against 

opening emails from their 

school contacts -- and to 

delete them.  Appleton 

Police sergeant Dave Lund 

says he received a few of 

the faulty emails back to 

back.  They urged 

recipients to open 

important Google 

documents -- and once 

they did, they exposed 

personal data on Google 

platforms to potential 

hackers.  They were sent 

early in the afternoon -- and 

by the end of the day,  

Google resolved the mass 

phishing of personal data 

by disabling offending 

accounts, among other 

things. 
 

  
State lawmakers decide on 
ways to get money for hiway 
improvements News 5/5/17  1230p,530p 1:30 

 A massive plan to slash 

income taxes and raise 

more money for new 

highways is being called a 

starting point for 

negotiations between G-O-

P lawmakers and Governor 



Scott Walker.  Dozens of 

Assembly Republicans 

stood behind their speaker 

Robin Vos at a news 

conference 

yesterday where a 

comprehensive overhaul 

was proposed. It would 

cut the gas tax by almost 

five cents a gallon, while 

applying gas to the state's 

general sales tax for the first 

time -- reduce borrowing for 

new roads -- and let 

counties raise their own 

sales taxes for four years by 

one to five percent for local 

roads with referendum 

approvals.  The plan also 

includes a ten year, two-

billion dollar cut in state 

income taxes by reducing 

brackets while eliminating 

popular tax credits for 

renters, middle class 

homeowners, and married 

couples who both work -- all 

moves toward a flat tax. 

Governor Walker has said 



he opposes the tax 

changes, but G-O-P Senate 

leader Scott Fitzgerald says 

the plan has good ideas 

that merit a "closer look," 

while Democrats say the 

tax cuts are giveaways to 

the rich. 

The long debated plan for 

charging tolls on Interstate 

highways could finally 

become a reality as part of 

the G-O-P's massive tax and 

highway funding overhaul.  

Any tolls would need 

federal approval, and the 

Assembly's package 

unveiled yesterday would 

get the process started with 

lawmakers setting toll 

locations and amounts 

later.  The package also 

includes new limits on 

roundabouts, new fees for 

hybrid and electric vehicles, 

a reduction of the state's 

minimum markup 

requirement for gasoline 

among others. 
 



  
Reports of fire coming from 
local business News 5/8/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Several reports of smoke 

and flames coming from 

the roof of PrintPak in 

Rhinelander Saturday 

morning.  Shortly before 7 

firefighters were dispatched 

to the plant east of the city 

to find an air handler on the 

roof burning.  It was quickly 

extinguished and no injuries 

were reported. 

Begin adjusting your travel 

plans through Rhinelander 

as the Davenport Street 

bridge will be closed 

beginning today as the 

second phase of the 

downtown Streetscape 

project gets underway.  

Officials said the recent 

cold and wet weather 

delayed the start but work is 

expected to be completed 

before the July Fourth 

holiday.  There will be some 

road closures but nowhere 

near the amount or 

duration of last year.  Work 

includes deck repair on the 



bridge, the milling of the 

asphalt along the curb 

edges of adjacent streets 

and adjusting manhole 

castings.   

One man is in jail following 

a car chase late Saturday 

in Wausau.  Police report an 

officer witnessed a crash on 

east Wausau Avenue near 

5th street where the vehicle 

left the scene.  The pursuit 

began, stopping the car 

and learning it was stolen.  

The name of the driver 

hasn’t been released.   

Fishermen prefishing for a 

tournament discovered a 

vehicle in the Wisconsin 

River in Stevens Point.  

Wisconsin Rapids police 

reported the Chevy 

Trailblazer stolen April 19th 

with license plates from a 

different vehicle missing 

from Wausau on the 20th.  

The truck was found near 

Bukolt Park early Saturday 

night.  No one was inside 



the vehicle and authorities 

are examining it for 

evidence.   
 

  
A dry weekend increases 
risks for fire across the area News 5/8/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A dry weekend increased 

the risk of wildfires in 

Wisconsin. As of this 

morning, the D-N-R says the 

fire danger is very high in 

nine counties in the far 

northeast part of the state -- 

and the rest of the state has 

a high fire risk except for ten 

counties in the southwest 

corner.  The conditions may 

result in new restrictions for 

burning permits. 

Apparently, a cold morning 

is not doing much to 

reduce the fire risk. It got 

down to 20 degrees at six 

o'clock in Land O'Lakes in 

Vilas County, one of those 

with the state's highest fire 

risks.  Rhinelander tied a 

1929 record of 22.   

 U-W Stevens Point and 

three other Wisconsin 

institutions have been 

named "Green Ribbon 



Schools" by the U-S 

Department of Education. 

Stevens Point, best known 

for its natural resource 

programs, is the state's only 

post secondary school to 

be honored.  Kromrey 

Middle School in Middleton 

and Houlton Elementary in 

northwest Wisconsin are 

among 45 individual 

schools recognized 

nationally -- and the 

Washburn school system 

near Bayfield is one of just 

nine school districts that got 

"Green Ribbon" awards.  

The program recognizes 

schools that teach 

sustainability, minimize 

environmental impacts, 

and make health and 

wellness programs a priority. 

Oneida County’s ATV/UTV 

trail system opens at noon 

Friday.  This includes the 

trails maintained by the 

Oneida County ATV 

Association in the town of 



Enterprise and the Little Rice 

ATV Riders Club in Little Rice 

and Lynne townships.  The 

Enterprise campground will 

also open for the season.   
 

  
State residents turn back in 
a large quantity of medicine News  5/9/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsinites have turned 

in an apparent record 

amount of unused and 

unwanted medications, 

during the statewide "Drug 

Take Back Day" nine days 

ago.  The state Justice 

Department announced 

66-thousand-39 pounds of 

medications were 

collected at various "Take 

Back" events and more 

than 300 permanent drug 

collection sites on April 29th.  

The previous record was 

almost 64-thousand-250 

pounds on a similar day last 

spring.  The "Take Back" 

days encourage people to 

avoid leaving their 

unneeded drugs around for 

others to abuse.  The 

recently collected meds will 

be incinerated. 



At least six Wisconsin 

Gander Mountain will stay 

open, despite recent 

reports all of the outdoor 

chain's 162 locations would 

close.  An initial list shows 

the Eau Claire, Onalaska, 

Rothschild, Deforest, 

Franklin and Kenosha stores 

will remain open while 

seven others in Wisconsin 

will shut down.  Camping 

World bought the bankrupt 

assets of Gander and 

about 75 stores will remain 

open.  Buyers said Gander 

Mountain has made "giant 

inventory mistakes, and did 

not know how to operate in 

a low cost environment." 

Another scam to watch for 

as Antigo officials say a 

company is offering cut 

rate paving, claiming 

there’s leftover asphalt from 

a job and homeowners 

need to make an 

immediate decision.  What 

they end up with is shoddy 



work and a high price.   

An appeals court ruling on 

hunting gray wolves is 

expected soon.  Recent 

action lifted protections for 

wolves in Wyoming and 

officials say whether 

Michigan, Minnesota and 

Wisconsin can hold hunting 

seasons for the animals this 

fall depends on the new 

ruling.   
 

  
Plans to self insure state 
employees News   5/9/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The committee rewriting 

the next state budget has 

three weeks to decide 

whether it wants to move 

forward with the governor's 

plan to self insure state 

employees.  The Walker 

administration submitted six 

contracts to the Joint 

Finance Committee 

yesterday from companies 

that would help the state 

run its own health insurance 

plan for 250-thousand state 

workers and their families.  

Panel members have until 

June fifth to decide if they 



want a formal meeting on 

the proposal -- and Senate 

finance chair Alberta 

Darling does not believe it 

would generate long term 

savings.  She also says the 

state would take a risk by 

changing its use of 17 

private H-M-Os while 

Congress considers an 

alternative to Obamacare.  

 Governor Scott Walker says 

it would save 60-million 

dollars . 

The U-S House is known to 

be more rambunctious than 

the deliberative Senate -- 

something Wisconsin's 

newest congressman is not 

happy about.  Republican 

Mike Gallagher didn't like 

both parties' responses after 

the House passed its version 

of the G-O-P's Obamacare 

alternative bill last week.  In 

a response highlighted 

nationally, Gallagher -- a 

former Marine -- said he did 

not like Republicans taking 



a victory lap around the 

White House Rose Garden 

at a ceremony with the 

president and vice 

president, and he didn't like 

the Democrats' chants of 

"nah nah hey hey 

goodbye" as a sign that 

some who voted for the 

repeal could lose their 

House seats in 2018.  

Gallagher says the Senate 

would rewrite the bill and as 

he put it, "I've never seen 

the Packers pop the 

champagne at halftime."  
 

  
State lawmakers pick apart 
Gov. Walkers budget News 5/10/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee isn’t 

wasting any time picking 

apart Governor Scott 

Walker’s 2017 budget 

proposal.  Last month they 

rejected his plan to give the 

state Supreme Court 

control of an independent 

commission that 

investigates judges.  

Yesterday they said no to 

providing a self-insured 



health plan for state 

workers.  Walker said doing 

that would save $60-million 

dollars he wanted to put 

into education and 

rejecting the idea is a huge 

mistake.  The committee 

also whittled down other 

parts of the budget.  They 

did however, approve 

providing local police with 

$2-million in grants to cover 

overtime for beat officers 

and allowed the Economic 

Development Corporation 

to award new business 

loans.   

A Wausau woman was 

sentenced to jail yesterday 

for stealing from her 

employer.  53-year old 

Diana Holm was accused 

of taking nearly $6200 from 

Remington Oil last year.  In 

Marathon County Court she 

was sentenced to four 

months, three years 

probation and ordered to 

repay the money.  Court 



records show she used the 

money to pay her rent and 

phone bills along with other 

items.   

The Air National Guard's 

annual "Northern Lightning" 

runs this week at Volk Field 

Training Center at Camp 

Douglas.  Training involves 

about 400 members of the 

Air Force, National Guard, 

and Navy.  Organizers say 

Camp Douglas is a good 

training ground because it 

is far from populated areas 

and has good air space. 

And in sports, the Brewers 

slugged their way to an 11-

7 interleague win over the 

Boston Red Sox at Miller 

Park.  Their first visit in 14 

years.   

 

  
State lawmaker calls out the 
possible influence in election  News 5/10/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 U-S Senate Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin of 

Wisconsin is among those 

calling for a special 

prosecutor to investigate 



alleged Russian influence in 

the 2016 elections.  That's 

after President Donald 

Trump fired F-B-I Director 

James Comey late 

yesterday.  Baldwin says the 

"American people deserve 

answers" on whether the 

Trump campaign "colluded 

with Russia" to influence last 

November's voting. La 

Crosse House Democrat 

Ron Kind called Comey's 

firing a "rash decision" and 

a "grotesque abuse of 

power" -- and wants 

congressional hearings, 

saying he hopes the firing 

was not tied to the Russian 

controversy.  Wisconsin 

Republicans did not issue 

immediate statements, as 

their party's president said 

he acted on 

recommendations from his 

two top officials in the 

Justice Department -- which 

criticized Comey for his 

probe into Hillary Clinton's 



email servers which did not 

result in charges. 

 A 19-year-old man is 

charged with making 

threats that closed one 

northwest Wisconsin school 

district and put another one 

on lockdown yesterday.  

Burnett County prosecutors 

filed charges against Jacob 

Wicklund of rural Siren -- 

and officials say he was 

booked on a felony count 

of making terrorist threats 

and misdemeanor 

disorderly conduct.  

Grantsburg schools were 

closed yesterday upon 

word on the threats and the 

nearby Siren district had its 

schools on a 90 minute 

lockdown with police 

monitoring after that.  

Officials say Wicklund 

posted threats on a private 

Facebook page and his 

stepfather read the 

messages later and called 



police -- and he reportedly 

told officers that Wicklund is 

bipolar, with drug and 

alcohol problems.  There's 

no word when Wicklund will 

make his first court 

appearance. 

 

  
Oneida Co. authorities tour 
prospective area for a new 
hospital  News  5/11/17  630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

Committee toured the area 

the Marshfield Clinic wants 

to build a multi-million dollar 

hospital yesterday.  

Numerous meetings and 

public hearings on the plan 

have been countered by 

the Howard Young Medical 

Center, whose facilities are 

right across the road from 

the existing Marshfield 

campus where they want 

to add a 72,000 square foot 

building and helipad.  The 

committee meets again 

next Wednesday and could 

render a decision on the 

conditional use permit that 

officials with Marshfield 



hoped they’d already 

have.   

The fire danger across the 

North remains high with the 

northwest corner very high.  

There are burning 

restrictions in effect from 

the DNR and Governor 

Walker’s declared a state 

of emergency heading into 

the weekend.  Wildfires this 

year have already burned 

more than 460 acres.   

A ruling is expected next 

week whether Dylan Yang 

gets a new trial.  The 17-

year old from Wausau was 

tried as an adult in the 

stabbing death of 13-year 

old Isaiah Powell in a gang-

related fight two years ago.  

His new attorney says his 

client didn’t receive 

adequate counsel during 

the trial, something the 

prosecutor’s dispute.   He 

was sentenced last 

October to 13 years in 

prison.    



The state Senate passed a 

measure eliminating 

requirements that 16 and 

17-year-olds get parental 

permission to work.  

Currently, permits cost 10 

dollars and require a 

parent's written consent.  

The Assembly passed it last 

week with Republicans 

saying it would be easier for 

teens without parents to 

find work.  Demcrats argue 

it would exploit children.  It 

goes next to the Governor 

for his signature.   
 

  
Paul Ryan speaks on fired 
James Comey  News  5/11/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 House Speaker Paul Ryan 

of Janesville says fired F-B-I 

Director James Comey lost 

the confidence of many 

Republicans and 

Democrats -- and that's why 

President Donald Trump let 

him go.  Ryan also dismissed 

calls for a special 

prosecutor to investigate 

Russia's reported influence 

in last year's presidential 

election -- saying there are 



already probes into that.  

Freshman Congressman 

Mike Gallagher of Green 

Bay had the strongest 

reaction among Wisconsin 

Republicans, tweeting that 

it's "imperative" that the F-B-I 

and congressional probes 

into the Russian matter 

continue "unimpeded and 

unaltered" -- and Gallagher 

said, Russia's "malicious 

activities here and abroad 

must not go unanswered."  

Until yesterday, Democrats 

were the only ones from 

Wisconsin making 

statements about Tuesday's 

firing.  The New York Times is 

keeping a running tab on 

who in Congress is speaking 

out and who's not -- and as 

of last night, 171 

Republicans and about 20 

Democrats of the 535 in 

Congress had not said a 

word about Comey's firing. 

 The Wisconsin Senate 

approved a bill making the 



D-O-T provide updates 

every six months on 

highway projects.  That's 

after a recent audit showed 

the agency 

underestimated project 

costs, because it did not 

account for inflation -- and 

the costs for major road 

work doubled from the time 

they were planned until the 

time they were finished.  

The measure now goes to 

the Assembly. Also 

yesterday, senators gave 

final legislative approval to 

bills that reduce state rules 

for fish farms -- allow minors 

to be alone at festivals that 

serve alcohol on private 

land -- and end work 

permits for teens.   
 

  
State legislators looking for 
hiway funds News 5/12/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Eastern Wisconsin business 

leaders plan to meet with 

state lawmakers today to 

request funds to expand 

Highway 23 from Fond du 

Lac to Plymouth be put in 

the state budget.  A federal 



judge put the project on 

hold in 2015, saying the D-

O-T inflated its traffic 

estimates to justify an 

expansion from two lanes to 

four.  That cut off federal 

funding for the project.  The 

state's appealing that ruling 

to the Seventh Circuit Court 

in Chicago.  But, some local 

leaders want to give up the 

federal money and use only 

state dollars.  They cite two 

serious traffic accidents in 

the past week that injured 

seven people, two critically, 

as a need for the 

expressway.  But the state 

has a one-billion dollar road 

funding shortfall and the 

debate in Madison is about 

funding or delaying work 

that's already budgeted. 

Based in Merrill, the Park 

City Credit Union begins 

work this summer on a new 

26,000 square foot 

headquarters.  Company 

officials say they’re 



outgrown their existing 

space and the new facility 

would allow them to 

centralize their staff in a 

convenient location to 

serve their members.  The 

building is just off the Hwy 

51/64 intersection on Pine 

Ridge Avenue and is 

expected to open later 

next year.  Park City Credit 

union operates eight 

branches in Merrill, 

Tomahawk, Minocqua and 

Rhinelander. 

Wisconsin lawmakers are 

reacting to President 

Trump’s firing of FBI Director 

James Comey this week.  

Governor Scott Walker said 

he’s speculating like 

everyone else but, 

Congress should answer 

questions about any Trump 

campaign ties with Russia. 
 

  
A bill is being looked into 
about people who disrupt 
speakers on state college 
campuses News 5/12/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Republican bill to punish 

those who disrupt speakers 

on Wisconsin college 

campuses gets a public 



hearing at the State 

Capitol.  G-O-P Speaker 

Robin Vos told the Assembly 

Colleges Committee there's 

a "trend toward suppression 

of ideas, as speakers have 

been shouted down and 

verbally assaulted by those 

who do not share their 

beliefs."  Republican Jesse 

Kremer of Kewaskum is a 

chief sponsor of the bill that 

orders the U-W Regents to 

set up a policy for 

expulsions and lesser 

punishments to those who 

engage twice in violence or 

disorderly conduct.  He also 

wanted penalties for 

students who are 

"unreasonably loud," 

profane, and indecent -- 

but there are concerns 

about whether the bill is 

constitutional.  Some of the 

bill's opponents, like Matt 

Rothschild of the Wisconsin 

Democracy Campaign, say 

the measure is designed to 



interfere with free speech, 

not protect it. 

Driving to your Mom's house 

for Mother's Day is more 

expensive than last year, 

but cheaper than it was 

around Easter.  The 

Wisconsin Triple "A" finds the 

average price for a gallon 

of regular unleaded is two 

dollars and 29 cents today.  

That's the same as Thursday, 

ten cents cheaper than at 

this time last month and ten 

cents more expensive than 

last Mother's Day.  The 

Wisconsin price is also one 

nickel cheaper than the 

current national average of 

two-34.  The Triple "A" credits 

the latest price drop to a 

"unseasonable glut" of gas 

in the U-S market -- along 

with moderate demand, 

record high refinery 

production, and lower 

crude oil prices. 
 

  
Traffic stopped on hiway 17 
over the weekend News 5/15/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Northbound traffic on Hwy 

17 was stopped for a time 



Saturday following an 

accident.  Two vehicles 

collided near  the Cross 

Country Road intersection 

around 6:00.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

northbound car crossed the 

centerline and went head 

on into the other vehicle.  

One person was injured.   
 

Just after midnight this 

morning Rhinelander 

firefighters were dispatched 

to a truck fire on Coolidge 

Avenue in the city.  

Passersby removed the 

occupant of the vehicle, 

who was injured.  No word 

on what caused the fire or 

extent and cause of the 

injuries.   

Republicans wrapped up 

their state convention 

yesterday celebrating a 

2016 year of victories and 

giving Governor Scott 

Walker a lot of support as 



he talks about running for a 

third term.  U-S Senator Ron 

Johnson was keynote 

speaker and chairman of 

the weekend event in the 

Wisconsin Dells.   

The 60th annual 

International Association for 

Great Lakes Research 

conference opens today in 

downtown Detroit.  The 

week long event draws 

about 1000 researchers and 

others to hear about study 

areas and the investment 

necessary to protect or 

restore water quality as well 

as the latest scientific 

findings in freshwater health 

and management.  The 

conference will also cover 

the political, economic and 

social effects of the Great 

lakes system.   

There were 13 wineries in 

Wisconsin in 2000.  Today 

that total is more than 140, 



pumping nearly $50-million 

into the tourism economy.  

The state’s Winery 

Association points out it’s all 

part of a larger food trend 

of giving people a wider 

variety of places to try while 

travelling.   

 

 
A number of fires reported 
over the weekend News 5/15/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

With the fire danger in the 

very high category through 

the weekend, a number of 

wildfires were reported.  

Late Friday a fire spread to 

a structure on Hwy O in 

Newbold with several 

departments responding.  

The DNR and area 

volunteers were also sent to 

fire that got out of control in 

Lac du Flambeau.  There 

was also a grass fire Sunday 

afternoon in the town of 

Pine River.  Forecasters are 

calling for nearly 3-inches of 

rain this week to lessen the 

impact of the fire danger 

across the North.   



 
Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

Committee meets 

Wednesday and could 

finally rule on the 

conditional use permit 

requested by Marshfield 

Clinic to add a $30-million, 

72,000 square foot addition 

to their existing facility in 

Minocqua.  The committee 

toured the proposed site 

last week that is right across 

the road from the Howard 

Young Medical Center, 

where officials have been 

arguing the expansion will 

do nothing to control costs 

and only duplicate services 

already available.   

 

Wisconsin's next Alice in 

Dairyland says she'll carry 

on the position's legacy 

while supporting farmers, 

other agricultural workers 

and their economies.  

Crystal Siemers Peterman of 



Cleveland in Manitowoc 

County was crowned the 

state's 70th Alice during the 

weekend in Green Bay -- 

and she'll begin her new 

post on June fifth.  Siemers 

Peterman, a spring 

graduate of the University 

of Minnesota, grew up on a 

dairy farm -- and she'll 

spend the next year 

speaking at numerous 

events and schools in 

Wisconsin as the state 

Agriculture Department's 

ambassador for the state's 

food products. 
 

 
Eagle River teen in jail on 
threat charges News 5/16/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An Eagle River teen is back 

in Vilas County Court next 

month, charged with, 

among other things, making 

terrorist threats at Northland 

Pines High School.  18-year 

old Christopher Berber 

allegedly told classmates 

last week they should shoot 

up the school on the last 

day.  The criminal 

complaint also shows a 



threat to school resource 

officer Eric Neff.  He was in 

court yesterday and also 

charged with disorderly 

conduct and drug 

possession.  He’s jailed on a 

$500 cash bond.   

A survey of middle and high 

school students around the 

state shows teens in rural 

areas are more likely to use 

alcohol or drugs.  The study 

by Rise Together found 

almost 39 percent of 

students in rural area have 

tried alcohol or drugs, 

compared to 31 percent in 

urban areas. Rise Together 

president Anthony 

Alvarado says both 

numbers are concerning, 

since many students lack 

access to the help they 

need to get over substance 

abuse problems.  

Rhinelander’s Parking 

Advisory Board meets 

tomorrow to update plans 

for the lot created with the 



removal of the old Lindey 

Cleaners building on 

Stevens Street, downtown.  

Also on the agenda, 

discussion on the long term 

parking spaces on the 

North Stevens Street lot and 

the future of the board.   

Frac sand production in 

western Wisconsin is almost 

back to where it was before 

an industry-wide slump last 

year.  A big drop in oil 

prices was blamed for 

hundreds of layoffs at plants 

making the extremely fine 

silica sand used in oil and 

gas drilling equipment. 
 

 
Young adults might find it 
easier to get jobs News 5/16/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Young adults in Wisconsin 

might find it easier to get 

jobs in a new bill to change 

the way their criminal 

records are handled.  The 

bipartisan measure allows 

young offenders ask that 

their criminal records be 

expunged after they 

complete their sentences.  

Right now, convicts ages 17 



to 25 can ask a judge to 

wipe their youthful 

indiscretions clean -- but 

the request must come 

when they're sentenced.   

Wisconsin is the only state in 

which expungements must 

be requested at sentencing 

-- and it discourages 

employers from hiring 

young people when their 

sentences are done 

because their convictions 

are more likely to stay 

around.  The bill would 

remove expunged records 

from not only the state's 

publicly available online 

court records -- they'd also 

be deleted from the Crime 

Information Bureau data 

employers use to check job 

candidates. 

More thunderstorms are 

expected across much of 

Wisconsin into tonight, after 

large hail and heavy rains 

fell yesterday.   Parts of 

Dane County had baseball 



sized hail -- Cuba City had 

wind gusts up to 68 -- some 

trees and power lines fell in 

south central areas -- 

semitrucks tipped at 

Platteville -- and Glidden in 

the far north had seven 

inches of rain.  The state's 

midsection was spared of 

damage but it still received 

a good soaking, with 

Manitowoc getting the 

most rain with one and one 

half inches.  Almost one-

thousand electric 

customers in the Badger 

State had their power out 

as of 5:30 this morning.  The 

extended forecast shows 

the only dry day this week 

will be Friday. 
 

 
Heavy rains continue News 5/17/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Well over three-inches of 

rain has fallen over the past 

36 hours and it’s not going 

to stop anytime soon.  

Nearly 1000 people are 

without power across the 

area but that’s the least of 

the weather problems for 



parts of the state.  A flash 

flood watch is in effect for 

Price county through 

tomorrow afternoon.  

Heavy storms spawned at 

least four confirmed 

tornados that killed one 

person and injured dozens 

more.  The heaviest 

damage was in Barron 

County when the twister 

bore through a mobile 

home park.  Heavy 

damage reports included 

Chetek, Weyerhauser, Spirit, 

Ladysmith and Conrath.  

Dozens of communities 

reported wind damage as 

gusts peaked at over 60-

mph.  Golf ball sized hail 

accompanied the storms as 

well.   

The wet weather halted 

work on downtown 

Rhinelander’s Streetscape 

Project as officials said all 

the water could buckle 

new pavement.  Access to 

the area is open again as 



crews wait for things to 

clear to resume work.  

There’s little let up for the 

rain in the forecast heading 

into the weekend.   

Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

Committee has again 

postponed a decision 

whether to grant Marshfield 

Clinic permits necessary to 

build a multi-million dollar, 

72,000 square foot hospital 

adjacent to their clinic in 

Minocqua.  Committee 

members said they’re 

reviewing additional 

information recently 

received.   

Tabitha Kovac will be 

sentenced Friday for 

stealing more than $12,000 

from the Park City Credit 

Union Branch in Minocqua.  

The 24-year old Monico 

woman reached a plea 

agreement in the felony 

case and money for 

restitution could be paid at 



the hearing.   
 

 
Storms teams in the state to 
determine tornado 
touchdowns News 5/17/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

The National Weather 

Service has survey teams in 

northwest Wisconsin today, 

to determine the actual 

number of tornadoes that 

touched down early last 

night.  One twister killed one 

person, injured 25 and 

destroyed 40 mobile homes 

at a park near Chetek -- 

and Weather Service 

reports listed three 

tornadoes in nearby Rusk 

County that damaged 

homes and took down trees 

and power lines, plus a 

funnel cloud in Price 

County.  Barron had almost 

softball sized hail shortly 

before the nearby Chetek 

tornado came down.  

Weather Service 

meteorologist Mike Greisiner 

says the storms began as a 

"supercell" which 

developed around 3:30 

around Saint Paul, 

Minnesota, two hours 



before the Chetek tornado 

-- and it really gained 

strength in Washington 

County just west of the 

Wisconsin border as it 

headed into the Badger 

State.  More storms will 

stretch into tonight as well. 

The panel that's rewriting 

the new state budget 

voted to keep all but one of 

the six Elections Commission 

staffers that Governor Scott 

Walker wanted to cut.  The 

Joint Finance Committee 

voted yesterday to allocate 

about 300-thousand more 

state dollars to pay for five 

of the six posts, which are 

among 22 added by a 

federal grant that's due to 

run out.  The committee's 

Assembly chairman, John 

Nygren, says the extra state 

funding will provide what 

he calls "certainty" the state 

will have what it needs to 

assure fair elections. He also 

said the sixth post could be 



added later, if the 

commission can show a 

need for it. 
 

 
More storms overnight  News 5/18/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Another round of severe 

storms ripped across much 

of the region, again 

dropping trees, damaging 

homes and cutting power.  

Early this morning nearly 

10,000 customers of 

Wisconsin Public Service 

were in the dark with the 

hardest hit areas including 

Eagle River, St. Germain, 

Presque Isle, LDF, the 

Lakeland area, Rhinelander 

and Tomahawk.  More than 

20 roads are closed this 

morning across Jackson 

County where a state of 

emergency is in place.  

Officials say they have to 

wait until the waters recede 

to assess the damage and 

begin repairs.  They also 

remind drivers not to go 

through flooded areas or 

go around barriers.  

Meanwhile, the National 



Weather Service rated the 

deadly tornado that 

destroyed a trailer park in 

Chetek Tuesday was rated 

a strong EF2, packing winds 

over 130 mph.  Governor 

Scott Walker toured the 

damage yesterday.  More 

than two dozen twisters 

were reported across five 

states.   

 

One person died and three 

others were hurt in a 

Marathon County accident 

yesterday.  The sheriff’s 

department reported the 

crash on Hwy W and WW 

last night around 6:00 in the 

Town of Texas.  No other 

information is yet available. 

 

Republicans want to make 

rioting in Wisconsin a felony 

and define exactly what 

rioting is.  Three bills were 

circulated yesterday 

creating the crime and 

making blocking roads a 



misdemeanor.  Rioting 

would be defined as an 

assembly of three or more 

people presenting a clear 

danger of injury or property 

damage.  Sponsors of the 

measure say they want to 

give law enforcement more 

tools to maintain order. 
 

 
Storms continue to roll 
through the state News 5/20/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 More thunderstorms 

rumbled through Wisconsin 

yesterday -- and while the 

tornado ravaged Chetek 

area was spared, many 

other places were not.  

Jackson County 

emergency management 

officials urged motorists to 

stay off the roads last night, 

with numerous trees and 

power lines down as well as 

flooding that caused 

Highway 121 and a number 

of town roads to close.  

Winds hit 66 miles an hour in 

Marshfield in the afternoon, 

as utility poles snapped and 

one business was 

damaged.  Rhinelander 



had a record rainfall for the 

date of almost two-point-

two inches with numerous 

trees down on the city’s 

west side and in Hodag 

Park, a barn was blown 

down near Darien, the 

Whitewater and Beloit 

areas had numerous trees 

down, and there was lesser 

damage throughout the 

southern half of Wisconsin.  

This morning, almost 18-

thousand electric 

customers throughout the 

state were without power -- 

and forecasters predict 

scattered rain showers will 

taper off leaving much 

cooler temperatures and 

chances for frost in the 

North.    

 Wisconsin attorney general 

Brad Schimel wants to 

make it easier to prosecute 

child neglect.  He joined 

other Republicans when 

they reintroduced a bill 

setting up a graduated 



penalty system for neglect 

that puts children's health 

and safety at risk.  It would 

also reduce the standard 

for prosecutors to prove 

child neglect to juries -- and 

they would only have to 

show negligence, instead 

of having to show that the 

neglect was intentional.  

Also, repeated acts of 

neglecting the same child 

would become a crime.  A 

similar bill failed to pass in 

the last session.  
 

 
City parks along the Wis. 
River closed  from flooding News 5/19/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

City parks along the 

Wisconsin River are closing 

due to severe flooding from 

torrential rains the last 

several days.  Oak Island 

and Fern Island Parks in 

Wausau along with 

Riverside Park in Merrill are 

all closed as water covered 

parking lots, walking paths 

and picnic areas.  

Meanwhile, Governor Scott 

Walker said the damage in 

Chetek from this week’s 



storms is the worst he’s 

seen.  Touring the area 

yesterday morning, Walker 

said he’s impressed with 

how the community pulled 

together to help victims but 

the damage at the Prairie 

Lakes Estates Mobile Home 

Park is devastating.   

A motorcycle raffle that 

never happened has a 

Rhinelander couple facing 

charges.  53-year old 

William Fritz and 48-year old 

Denise Blamberg are 

accused of selling tickets for 

the drawing and keeping 

the money.  Court records 

show Fritz didn’t have the 

proper permit to conduct 

the raffle and the two were 

supposed to refund the 

money.  Charges were filed 

when that didn’t happen.  

Blamberg is in court early 

next month.  A hearing 

date for Fritz has yet to be 

set.   

The Central Wisconsin and 



Rhinelander/Oneida 

County Airports have 

updated their passenger 

screening.  The TSA installed 

new, full body scanners 

which are meant to not 

only speed up the process, 

which now takes only 

seconds, but cut down 

dramatically on the number 

of pat downs and use of a 

metal detector.   

And in sports, Eagle River’s 

Natalie Decker runs in 

ARCA Racing Series 

Menard’s 200 in Toldedo, 

Ohio this Sunday.  The 19-

year old runs for the 

Venturini Motorsports team 

in her number 25 Toyota 

Camry.   
 

 
Flood warnings continue in 
the area News 5/19/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Flood warnings continue in 

central and northern 

Wisconsin after this week's 

heavy rains.  The National 

Weather Service predicts 

major floods on the 

Trempealeau River at 

Dodge, while mostly minor 



flooding is expected on the 

Wisconsin, Yellow, Black, 

and Chippewa Rivers -- and 

a general flood warning 

continues until tonight for 

parts of Iron and Ashland 

counties.  There was an 

early flood damage 

estimate of 50-thousand 

dollars in Jackson County, 

but a final figure won't be 

known until a number of 

flooded out roads reopen.  

State Representative Jeff 

Mursau says he’s supported 

every budget Governor 

Scott Walker introduced, 

until now.  The Crivitz 

Republican has come out 

against a move to eliminate 

the Forestry Mill Tax and 

instead shift funds from 

income and sales tax 

revenues to support forestry 

efforts.  Mursau said he’s 

not willing to gamble away 

a secure funding source 

and put the people he 

represents at risk.  He serves 



the 36th assembly district 

where the top five 

employers are in the forestry 

industry.  As an alternative 

he suggests an 

independent audit of the 

forestry account to make 

sure funds are used 

appropriately and if 

irregularities are found, the 

mill tax can be adjusted 

and save property taxes 

money.  The Governor’s 

Council on Forestry supports 

the idea. 

Minority Democrats have 

tried and failed to have 

free technical college 

tuition in the next state 

budget.  Majority 

Republicans on the 

Legislature's Joint Finance 

Committee threw out the 

idea yesterday, saying 

those who want higher 

education degrees should 

invest in it.  
 

 
Wausau police officer 
cleared News 5/22/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Marathon County 

District Attorney found the 



officer who killed an armed 

man in Rib Mountain this 

winter justified.  Marathon 

County Deputy Brandon 

Stroik shot and killed 33-year 

old John Hall with a single 

rifle shot after a standoff 

that lasted more than two 

hours in the early morning 

hours of March in Rib 

Mountain.  Hall was holding 

a man hostage outside a 

pickup truck, had a 

handgun and rifle, acting 

"animated" and paranoid, 

according to the DA's 

report.  An autopsy found 

methamphetamine in Hall's 

system. 

 

Lincoln County authorities 

are searching for an inmate 

who failed to return to the 

jail.  24-year old Chastity 

Larae Ritchie was serving 

time for failing to pay child 

support.  She’s described as 

5’2”, 120# with brown hair, 

green eyes and tattoos on 



her back, chest and right 

arm.  Deputies are aware 

she has ties to the Merrill 

and Wausau areas.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact the 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office. 

 

Just over half the number of 

fish allowed for this season’s 

Chippewa spearing season 

have been reported.  

Nearly 39,000 walleye 

including 193 muskie were 

harvested by the six bands 

across Northern Wisconsin’ 

ceded territory.  The total 

allowable catch was just 

over 71,000.  Oneida 

County totaled just under 

8000 fish across 32 lakes.  

Vilas county’s 60 lakes 

tallied nearly 11,000.    

 

And in sports, the Brewers 

were shelled by the Cubs 

13-6 and Natalie Decker of 

Eagle River ran all 200 laps 



in her ARCA debut 

yesterday in Toledo.  The 19-

year old rookie finished 11th.   
 
 

 
Rhinelander street 
superintendant resigns  News 5/23/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Citing the lack of leadership 

within the city of 

Rhinelander among other 

things, street superintendent 

Tony Gilman resigned 

effective today.  This leaves 

a hole in the administration 

as the second phase of the 

downtown Streetscape 

project is already well 

underway.  He’s been with 

the city nearly 20 years.   

Communities in Barron and 

Rusk Counties continue the 

cleanup process after last 

week’s tornados that killed 

one man and injured 

dozens of others.  The Red 

Cross has been assisting, 

providing volunteers and 

other services.  To date over 

2100 meals have been 

served, more than 1500 bulk 

items distributed and 

hundreds of personal care 



client cases.  And while 

state funding is available to 

assist residents in the 

cleanup, it appears federal 

dollars will not.    

The associated flooding 

from the storms has closed 

some state campgrounds 

and trail sections and the 

DNR is offering guidance for 

property owners who are 

checking wells and septic 

systems while removing 

debris.  Flood waters can 

easily contaminate well 

water and the agency 

encourages people to 

make sure they’re 

disinfected to ensure the 

water is safe to use.  

Information is available on 

the DNR website.   

Last fall, a three-judge 

panel ordered the state to 

create new Assembly 

district maps by November 

of this year, after the court 

ruled the Republican-drawn 

districts were 

http://www.wrn.com/2016/11/federal-court-rules-wisconsin-legislative-maps-unconstitutional/


unconstitutionally drawn 

because of how they 

weaken the voting power 

of Democrats. The state has 

appealed the ruling and 

Attorney General Brad 

Schimel says they are 

asking for a stay of the 

decision until the Supreme 

Court has decided whether 

it will consider the case. 

 

 
Proposed state budget cut 
up for grabs News 5/23/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

A state legislative panel will 

decide this afternoon 

whether a proposed U-W 

tuition cut should remain in 

the next state budget.  The 

Joint Finance Committee 

will consider Governor Scott 

Walker's proposal to freeze 

tuition for state residents at 

Wisconsin's public university 

system for one more year, 

before cutting it by five 

percent in the fall of 2018.  

Some lawmakers are wary 

of the proposal, in which 

tuition would drop two 



months before the 

Republican Walker is 

expected to stand for 

reelection.  G-O-P Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says 

he'd rather spend more on 

student financial aid.  And 

for the second time in five 

days, Walker said he would 

veto the entire state 

budget if it raises property 

taxes.  The threats come as 

some majority legislative 

Republicans consider 

breaking with their party's 

governor on key parts of his 

two year, 76-billion dollar 

package. 

A symposium at the State 

Capitol this morning 

examined the legacy of 

Wisconsin's longest serving 

governor, Tommy 

Thompson.  The event 

focused on Thompson's 

impact on welfare reform, 

school choice, and the 

economy -- how his actions 

are holding up now in 



Wisconsin -- and how 

they've spread across the 

country.  The Republican 

Thompson served as 

governor 14 years from 1987 

through 2000, and he won 

elections by gathering 

widespread support from 

groups the G-O-P avoids 

now, including Democrats.  

As an example of that, 

Thompson carried 

Milwaukee County three 

times -- and won Madison's 

Dane County in a 1990s 

reelection which no other 

Republican has done since 

the 1970s in a race for 

governor, president or the 

U-S Senate. 
 

 
A Schofield woman being 
held on stabbing charge News 5/24/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 19-year old Schofield 

woman is in jail, suspected 

of stabbing another teen 

last month.  Reva Waukau 

faces several felony 

charges including first 

degree intentional 

homicide in the incident at 

the Wolf River in near White 



Lake in Langlade County 

April 15th.  She’s held on a 

$25,000 cash bond and is 

back in court this afternoon.   

 

A section of Hwy 29 at the 

eastbound off ramp to 51 

South in the town of Stettin 

was closed early this 

morning when a semi trailer 

overturned.  Thirty-four 

head of cattle were in that 

trailer, all alive, with four 

getting loose.  The accident 

happened shortly before 

1:00. 

 

The national Weather 

Service confirmed a brief, 

small tornado touched 

down last Tuesday.  Nearly 

1000 trees were uprooted 

just north of Hwy Q near 

Parrish from the twister, 

packing winds of 85 mph.  It 

was spawned by the same 

storm that tore through 

Chetek earlier that night.   

 



The Rhinelander Parks 

Public Engagement 

Taskforce presented their 

findings and 

recommendations following 

an extended period of 

meetings and online 

surveys.  In a vague news 

release the group found 

guiding principles for 

development, 

improvements, ideas for 

each major park, facility 

needs and funding.  The 

Parks, Buildings and 

Grounds Committee will 

release specific details at a 

meeting June 13th.  

Ironically, the City Council 

votes on the 12th whether or 

not to locate a dog park at 

Shepard Park, which has 

the support of the 

committee, to be funded 

by Drs. Foster and Smith 

and donations.  Earlier this 

year the city rejected plans 

to locate it in Pioneer Park.   
 

 News 5/24/17 1230p,530p 1:30 There’s still no decision from 



Still no decision on 
Marshfield Clinics’ planned 
expansion  

the Oneida County’s 

Planning and Development 

Committee regarding 

Marshfield Clinic’s plans to 

expand their Minocqua 

clinic.  Committee member 

Billy Fried told us they still 

have a number of matters 

to review and no decision 

on Marshfield’s plans to 

build at 72,000 square foot, 

30-milion dollar hospital next 

to their existing facility will 

be rendered until all their 

questions are answered.  

The conditional use permit 

has been in limbo for 

months as Marshfield works 

to counter the opposition of 

the Howard Young Medical 

Center, whose hospital is 

just across the road from 

the proposed project.  The 

Minocqua town board has 

already approved it.    

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

appears to be open to 

changes in President 

Donald Trump's proposed 



federal budget -- as long as 

it meets his campaign 

promise to cut the national 

debt. The Wisconsin 

Republican says Trump's 

four-point-one trillion dollar 

package "recognizes that 

for too long, we as a 

country have spent beyond 

our means." But Johnson 

also says he's ready, as he 

put it, "to work with anyone 

who is serious about 

prioritizing spending" to 

develop a budget that's in 

the "best interests" of both 

Wisconsin and the nation. 

State advocacy groups say 

it's too early to tell how 

Trump's proposed ten year, 

800-billion dollar Medicaid 

cut would affect programs 

like Badger Care and Senior 

Care. Wisconsinites would 

also be affected by 

proposed cuts in food 

stamps, winter home 

heating aid for the poor, 

certain aid to "sanctuary 



cities," and more. 
 

 
Oneida Co. Development 
Committee to meet on 
planned expansion News 5/25/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

committee meets again 

next Wednesday to review 

documents and possibly ask 

follow up questions of the 

Marshfield Clinic in their 

effort to build a 12-bed 

hospital next to their clinic in 

Minocqua.  Several 

members are still not ready 

to deliberate on the request 

for the 30-million dollar 

facility, just across the road 

from the Howard Young 

Medical Center, who 

strongly opposes the 

project.  June 8th was set to 

decide whether or not to 

issue the conditional use 

permit.   

Governor Scott Walker 

approved a bill making it 

clear unaccompanied 

minors can attend music 

festivals where alcohol is 

being served.  Walker says it 

makes sense to allow the 



exemption, which also exists 

for hotels, grocery stores, 

bowling alleys, movie 

theaters and sports 

stadiums.  Under the new 

law, minors could attend 

festivals where alcohol is 

served on private property 

where attendance is 

expected to exceed 25-

hundred people.  The same 

rules are already in place 

for festivals on public 

property like Milwaukee's 

Summerfest.  

The DNR board has signed 

off on a fall deer hunt 

structure that scales back 

the number of counties 

where hunters can shoot 

only bucks for a fourth 

straight year.  For 2017, 

Ashland, Iron and Vilas 

counties and the eastern 

half of Eau Claire County 

are buck-only.  The 

designation protects does 

so they can give birth and 

grow area herds.  The 



board designed 19 counties 

as buck-only in 2014, 12 

counties in 2015 and 10 

counties last year.  D-N-R 

officials say a series of mild 

winters has helped bolster 

the herd. 

 

 
State small business owners 
voice opinion on property 
taxes News 5/25/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Owners of small businesses 

lined up to urge state 

lawmakers to drop the 

personal property tax.  The 

Senate Revenue 

Committee held a public 

hearing yesterday on a 

measure to end the tax on 

business equipment and 

furniture.  Republican’s  say 

it's an outdated tax that 

goes back to the days 

before Wisconsin had the 

technology to administer 

the income tax and others -

- and small businesses say its 

hurts them the most as 

others have been 

exempted throughout the 

years, while small firms say 

it's hard for them to do 



business as they have to 

come up with values for 

used equipment.  The state 

would lose 261-million 

dollars if the personal 

property tax is repealed -- 

and while the GOP says 

other spending would be 

cut, Democrats say we 

need to know what those 

cuts will be.   

Twenty-three million more 

Americans will be without 

health insurance by 2026 if 

the House replacement to 

Obamacare becomes law. 

That's according to the non 

partisan Congressional 

Budget Office, in a report 

Wisconsin Democrats used 

to slam majority 

Republicans.  

Representative Ron Kind of 

La Crosse predicted less 

access for those with 

preexisting conditions and 

a ten-thousand dollar 

annual premium hike for 

older state residents.  



Senator Tammy Baldwin 

repeated she wasn't 

elected to take people's 

health care away -- but 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville highlighted the C-

B-O's prediction of falling 

premiums by 2020 and 

saying it would lower the 

federal deficit.  The new 

report says the House 

package would jack up 

premiums 20-percent next 

year and five-percent more 

in 2019 before they start to 

fall. 
 

 
Civil suit in Animal case has 
been dropped  News 5/26/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The civil suit filed by It 

Matters to One animal 

rescue has been dropped 

after a deal was made.  

Owner Stephanie Schneider 

of Sugar Camp, in 

exchange for the Oneida 

County Humane Society 

dropping boarding charges 

for 39 dogs in excess of 

$13,000, dismissed her suit 

but will not have the 

animals returned.  She was 



arrested earlier this year, 

accused of mistreating the 

animals in her care.  Formal 

charges have never been 

filed.   

Probable cause was found 

and the motion to dismiss 

charges against 28-year old 

Ellen Tran were denied 

yesterday in Oneida 

County Court.  The 

Rhinelander woman is 

charged with second 

degree reckless homicide in 

the death of her stepson, 

20-month old Avery 

Edwards last month.  The 

autopsy found the cause of 

death to be blunt force 

trauma to the head.  Tran 

allegedly said the child 

slipped in the shower.  Her 

$50,000 bond was 

continued and she’s back 

in court June 23rd.   

Wisconsin could become 

the first state in the nation 

to require drug tests to 

receive Medicaid health 



benefits.  The proposal from 

Governor Scott Walker 

picked up legislative 

approval yesterday to drug 

test able-bodied, childless 

adult Medicaid applicants.  

Food stamp recipients 

would also be tested.  

Democrats opposed to the 

plan claim it’s 

unconstitutional.  The Joint 

Finance Committee, in 

approving the measure, 

gave itself oversight and 

the final word.  The 

committee also rejected 

plans to cut tuition on UW 

campuses, although a 

freeze on increases will stay 

for another two years.   The 

plan includes establishing a 

system for campuses to 

track performance. 
 

 
Single engine plane crash 
near Chetek News 5/26/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Barron County Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald says he has no 

idea why a single engine 

plane crashed near 

Chetek, killing the 17-year-

old pilot and injuring his 



passenger.  A relative said 

Owen Knudson of rural 

Chetek was an 

experienced, licensed flyer 

who came from a family of 

pilots in which his father and 

grandfather had both flown 

for commercial airlines.  The 

sheriff says Knutson and 18-

year-old passenger Hunter 

Gillett of Cameron left the 

pilot's family airstrip 

Wednesday night -- and 

there was no word on 

where the craft was 

headed as it crashed in the 

Red Cedar River south of 

Chetek.  Gillett -- who was 

scheduled to graduate 

today from Cameron High -

- is hospitalized in serious 

condition after being taken 

off the critical list yesterday.  

Memorial Day weekend 

travelers will find gasoline to 

cost a little more than last 

year, but still on the cheap 

side.  The Triple "A" found 

one gallon of regular 



unleaded costs an average 

of two dollars and 37 cents 

throughout Wisconsin this  

morning.  That's five cents 

more than last Friday and 

one cent more than last 

Memorial Day -- but 

GasBuddy Dot Com says 

fuel prices are at their 

second lowest in the past 

decade and "substantially 

lower" than the average of 

three-15 during the past ten 

years.  As with every holiday 

weekend, the state D-O-T 

shut down road 

construction at noon.  There 

will be lane closures and 

restrictions in places that 

include Interstate-43 in parts 

of Manitowoc County and 

the Green Bay area, and I-

39-90-94 north of Madison. 
 

 
Money being provided for 
storm victims in a few state 
counties News 5/29/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Wisconsin Housing and 

Economic Development 

Authority will provide 15-

thousand dollars to help 

storm victims in Rusk, Barron, 

and Jackson counties find 



temporary housing.  The 

Northwest Regional 

Planning Commission will 

administer the funds, after 

Governor Scott Walker 

asked a number of state 

agencies to help those 

affected by last Tuesday's 

tornado near Chetek and 

other storms and flooding in 

the region.  The twister killed 

a mobile home park 

resident near Chetek, and it 

stretched for 83 miles -- the 

furthest by a tornado in 

Wisconsin since records 

were kept on that in 1950. 

The Chippewa County 

Sheriff's Office reports an 

accident caused when a 

car failed to stop at a stop 

sign has left four people 

dead and five more 

injured.   The Saturday 

evening accident 

happened at the 

intersection of County 

Road-G and Wisconsin 

Highway 64, east of 



Cornell.   The identity of the 

people killed and injured 

aren't being released yet as 

families are notified.   A 

stretch of Highway 64 was 

closed for several hours 

while the crash scene was 

investigated. 

State Senator Tom Tiffany is 

advising businesses across 

the North to develop plans 

for a proposal to the state 

to expand broadband 

coverage.  The Hazelhurst 

Republican is on the Joint 

Finance Committee which 

is currently putting together 

Wisconsin’s biennial budget 

and says more money will 

be available to bring high 

speed internet to more rural 

areas.  Tiffany said if the 

budget gets approved by 

the legislature and is signed 

by the governor, as much 

as $15-million  would be 

available beginning next 

year.   
 

 News 5/30/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 At least eight people were 



State traffic fatalities over the 
Memorial Day weekend 

killed in traffic crashes in 

Wisconsin over the 

Memorial Day weekend.  

Four of the fatalities 

occurred Saturday 

afternoon in Chippewa 

County where five others 

were hurt.  Four more died 

in two separate fiery 

crashes in Walworth County 

Sunday.   

 

Fire destroyed a mobile 

home in Arbor Vitae 

yesterday.  No one was hurt 

in the blaze at the 

Hiawatha Trailer Resort on 

old Hwy 51 South.  Several 

departments responded 

just before noon and 

quickly controlled the 

flames.  The cause hasn’t 

been determined.   

 

Lincoln County authorities 

are looking into an offroad 

crash Sunday morning.  A 

UTV on the trail south of 

Gouda Road in the town of 



Harrison was struck head on 

by an ATV, throwing two 

people off the machine.  

The operator was not 

seriously injured and the 

passenger escaped 

unharmed.  The driver was 

cited for reckless driving.  A 

few hours later, another ATV 

accident was reported, this 

one on the trail north of 

Cinder Road in Harrison 

where the operator lost 

control, was thrown off and 

the machine rolled over 

him.  He wasn’t wearing a 

helmet and was flown to 

Aspirus Hospital for 

treatment.  The extent of 

the injuries are unknown.   

 

The body of a second 

missing canoeist was 

recovered yesterday.  The 

Rusk County Sheriff’s 

Department reports finding 

36-year old Matthew Kenny 

of Ladysmith.  35-year old 

Jacob Frye was found last 



Wednesday.  The two went 

out on the water near the 

Clearwater Paper 

Company dam on Thursday 

the 18th, reportedly with no 

floatation devices.   
 

 
Major delays in some parts 
of the state during the 
holiday weekend News 5/30/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

An estimated 700-thousand 

Wisconsinites are home 

from their Memorial Day 

weekend travels, but it was 

a mess for drivers in the 

Portage area.  The state D-

O-T reported backups of 

ten miles on southbound 

Interstate 39/90/94, as 

motorists slowed down for a 

construction project which 

had all its lanes open.  

Officials said there were 

delays of 25 minutes on the 

freeway during a peak 

traffic time of around three 

p-m.  At least nine people 

died in Wisconsin highway 

crashes during the 

weekend.  Four people 

from Eau Claire and 

Medford died Saturday in a 

crash near Cornell, three 



young people were killed in 

a crash near Burlington, a 

Hayward woman was killed 

in a two vehicle mishap in 

Saint Croix County and one 

man died near Sharon. 

The Wisconsin Senate's 

public safety panel expects 

an earful tomorrow, when a 

daylong hearing is set for a 

Republican bill to relax 

requirements for the 

concealed weapons law.  

The most controversial 

provision would let certain 

people carry hidden guns 

and knives in schools -- and 

it would also allow 

concealed carry without 

permits and eliminate 

training and licensing 

requirements. The 

Mequon/Thiensville school 

district passed a resolution 

against the measure, saying 

it would make school safety 

harder to carry out.  But 

New Berlin School Board 

president Tom David says 



schools that don't want 

guns can ban them by 

putting up signs.  Nik Clark 

of the Wisconsin Carry gun 

rights' group says the bill 

would make sure parents 

are not punished when 

drop off and pick up kids 

with guns in their vehicles. 
 

Rhinelander officially has a 
new police chief 
 News 5/31/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Rhinelander officially has a 

new police chief.  Lloyd 

Gauthier assumes his first full 

day on duty today after 

being sworn in yesterday at 

city hall.  A former captain 

with the Oneida County 

Sheriff’s Department, 

Gauthier was selected over 

police captain Ron 

Luenberg earlier this month 

in a drawn out process that 

had the original candidate 

drop out.  Gauthier’s been 

in local law enforcement 

nearly 25 years.   

For the third time in a 

month, vandals damaged 

a historic church in 

Gleason.  The Estonian 



Evangelical Martin Luther 

Church, originally built in 

1914 is undergoing 

renovation but over the 

weekend someone ripped 

the doors off the hinges 

and pews inside were 

damaged.  Officials said 

this incident comes after a 

string of burglaries at 

churches across Lincoln 

County since Easter.   

Summer is off to a busy start 

in Wisconsin's hottest tourist 

meccas. Places like 

Wisconsin Dells, Door 

County and Minocqua 

were filled with visitors 

during the Memorial Day 

weekend.  Statewide tourist 

spending in Wisconsin has 

grown by 35 percent in the 

last six years. Door County 

attracts an estimated 250-

thousand visitors each year 

who spend almost 350-

million dollars there, much 

of it from the Chicago area.  

Some Illinois visitors said 



they've been coming to 

Door County since they 

were born.  Others said they 

liked the food, shopping, 

and views of Lake Michigan 

and Green Bay.  Bayfield 

gets a lot of visitors from 

Minnesota and the Twin 

Cities and stores in 

Minocqua were not 

disappointed as they 

counted on folks opening 

their summer cabins in quiet 

northern Wisconsin. 
 

 
Gov. Walker is open to 
charging tolls on state 
Hiways to raise money for 
road repairs and upkeep  News 5/31/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker now 

says he's open to charging 

tolls on Wisconsin Interstates 

to help raise money for new 

and improved highways.   

Walker said he's considering 

tolls, but only if the state's 

gasoline tax of nearly 31 

cents a gallon is reduced.  

He made the remarks at a 

news conference where he 

again urged his fellow 

Republicans to pass a 

transportation budget 

without gas tax or fee hikes 



-- and if not, the governor 

warned there would be 

more delays for major 

projects, including the 

expansion of Interstate 

39/90 to six lanes from Beloit 

to Madison.  Meanwhile, 

the Legislative Fiscal Bureau 

says the gas tax fund will 

end the budget period on 

June 30th with almost 102-

million dollars due to lower 

debt payments and higher 

tax revenues.  That's much 

higher than an earlier 

projection of an eight-

million dollar balance. 

The state department of 

corrections released a 

registered sex offender 

yesterday in Vilas County.  

33-year old Jason Tomko 

was convicted of two 

counts of child enticement 

in 2012 and served his 

sentence.  He will be on 

intensive supervision 

including GPS monitoring.  



Tomko will be required to 

register with WI sex offender 

registry program until June 

of 2034.   

The Minocqua Area 

Chamber of Commerce 

launched a new campaign 

to aid visitors to the 

Lakeland area.  Called, Ask 

Me, I’m Local, the program 

encourages businesses to 

share their local knowledge 

of the area with tourists, 

whether it’s a favorite hiking 

trail, favorite fish fry or a 

recommendation for a 

mechanic.  Participants will 

have promotional materials 

letting visitors they’re ready 

to help. 

 

 
Interview Phone 5/10/17 835a 3 min 

Talked to Adriane Moribito from Girls On 
The Run about their upcoming event.   

 
Interview Phone 5/25/17 835a 3 min 

Talked to Scott Samuels from the 
Headwaters Chapter Of Muskies Inc. 
about an upcoming muskey tourney in 
Eagle River 

 
Interview Phone 5/26/17 835a 3 min 

Talked to Jessica Johnson from the Lambo 
group about an upcoming fundraiser for a 
local family   
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Rhinelander receives 
payment of resort tax money News 6/1/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The city of Rhinelander 

received the first quarterly 

payment from the new 

Premier Resort Area Tax.  

Over $83,000 was collected 

of the more than $400,000 

projected with the tax that 

went into effect at the first 

of the year.  Voters 

approved the measure 

which is meant to go 

directly into road repair.  

The one-half of one percent 

tax is charged at tourism-

related retailers. 

Wisconsin is moving closer 

to becoming the next state 

to demand a convention to 

alter the U-S Constitution.  

An Assembly committee 

voted yesterday to 

advance measures that 



would make Wisconsin the 

30th of 34 states needed to 

force a convention.  

Supporters want to amend 

the country's guiding 

document to require a 

balanced federal budget.  

Critics, including Democrats 

and a handful of spectators 

that held signs urging 

committee members to 

reject the proposals, say it's 

dangerous to open the 

Constitution up for editing. 

The committee also passed 

an amendment to let 

delegates remove those 

who take action outside of 

the convention's scope.  

The measures already 

passed a Senate 

committee. 

A Rhinelander man is 

charged with animal 

mistreatment.  29-year old 

Robert Runnerstrom is 

accused of poisoning a 

dog in the Town of 

Crescent.  Investigators with 



the Oneida County Sheriff’s 

Department found the 

animal in a bag, still barely 

alive with a fractured skull 

and bruising on its stomach.  

It was taken to an animal 

hospital but the dog’s 

condition is not known.  

Runnerstrom also faces 

charges of possessing drug 

paraphernalia and bail 

jumping.  He’s back in court 

Monday.   
 

  
Explosion at Ethanol Plant in 
Cambria  News 6/1/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 One person has died, 

eleven others hurt and two 

people are missing in the 

aftermath of an explosion 

and fire at an ethanol plant 

in Cambria between 

Portage and Beaver Dam.  

The numbers come from 

Columbia County sheriff's 

officials.  Village President 

Glen Williams says an initial 

blast occurred around 

eleven last night, followed 

by a smaller explosion 20 

minutes later at the Didion 

Milling plant that converts 



corn into ethanol for, 

among other things, a 

gasoline additive.  The 

structure of up to four stories 

contained a lab, and 

Williams says it burned to 

the ground.  

Cambria/Friesland schools 

were closed today and the 

district must decide 

whether to move its high 

school graduation for 

tomorrow. 

 A state Senate panel 

heads the pros and cons of 

letting people carry 

concealed weapons 

without state permits and 

training, while letting 

certain people carry guns 

on school grounds.  Chief 

G-O-P Assembly sponsors 

Mary Felzkowski and Dave 

Craig say the 2011 

concealed carry law is 

working well without a lot of 

training -- and they point 

out people can carry guns 

openly without permits. 



Rhinelander’s Water Utility 

will be flushing hydrants in 

the city beginning Monday.  

It’s done to clean iron 

deposits in the lines, verify 

the hydrants are working 

properly and ensure quality 

drinking water.  Residents 

may notice discoloration in 

the water supply, which is 

natural.  Officials say when 

an area is completed, to 

run tap water several 

minutes to purge plumbing 

systems of sediment.  The 

work will take place over 

the next four to six weeks.   
 

  
Residents gather in Cambria 
for explosion victims  News 6/2/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Residents gathered at the 
First Presbyterian Church in 
Cambria Thursday night to 
pray for victims of the 
explosion and fire at the 
Didion Milling plant.  At least 
one person was killed and two 
others who were in the corn 
mill are still missing.  One 
dozen workers were injured.  
Federal authorities had cited 
the plant six years ago for 



exposing its workers to dust 
explosion hazards. 
 
Governor Scott Walker hinted 
yesterday that he might want 
to keep the state's current 
permit system for carrying 
concealed weapons. Walker 
told reporters in Mineral Point 
he would review a bill if it gets 
to his desk that would end the 
need for permits and weapons 
training -- and let certain 
people have hidden weapons 
on school grounds. However, 
Walker says the law which 
took effect in 2011 is a "good 
law," and he believes it's 
"appropriate" to require 
licenses. Walker says people 
are generally "happy with the 
law as it is." 
 
Fourth graders in southwest 
Wisconsin have seen how one 
of their ideas became a new 
state law. Governor Scott 
Walker went to Mineral Point 
Elementary School yesterday 
morning to sign a bill that 
names cheese as the state's 



official dairy product. 
Wisconsin's dairy heritage has 
also produced other state 
symbols, but it's been a while. 
The dairy cow was named the 
state's domestic animal in 
1971, and milk became the 
official beverage in '87. 
 

  
Oneida Co, man charged in 
animal cruelty News  6/2/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Oneida County authorities say 
a 29-year-old man poisoned a 
neighbor's dog and then beat 
it to death with a stick.  Robert 
Runnerstrom is charged with 
felony mistreatment of a dog 
in a cruel manner, resulting in 
its death.  Investigators say a 
57-year-old woman called 
them Sunday night saying 
somebody had killed her 
boyfriend's dog.  She pointed 
the finger at Runnerstrom 
because he was the one who 
called her and told her the pet 
was dead.  He made his first 
court appearance Tuesday.  If 
convicted, he could get up to 
three-and-a-half years in 
prison. 
 
Governor Scott Walker says 



President Donald Trump will 
be visiting Wisconsin one 
week from Tuesday.  Trump 
just canceled another planned 
visit last month.  No exact 
location for the June 13th 
appearance has been 
released, though Walker says 
it will be at a fundraiser in 
southeast Wisconsin.   Walker 
tweeted about the visit 
Thursday, saying the 
president will show his support 
of what the governor calls "our 
bold conservative reforms."   
 
Wisconsin is struggling with 
what is being called a severe 
shortage of boat mechanics.  
Some boat owners say they 
have had to wait weeks for 
repairs because the number of 
available qualified mechanics 
is so limited.  The head of the 
Wisconsin Marine Association 
calls it a crisis, saying the 
industry can't find enough 
people to do the boat work.  
Wisconsin has only one 
dedicated marine engine 
program at a technical college 



and the three-semester class 
at Indianhead Technical in 
Ashland graduates 12 
students each year.  They 
quickly get hired. 
 

  
Marshfield Clinic officials to 
speak this week on hospital 
project News 6/5/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Marshfield Clinic 

expects to provide answers 

this week to the final 

questions raised by Oneida 

County’s Planning and 

Development Committee.  

The committee last week 

posed the questions and set 

next Wednesday, the 14th to 

finally deliberate on 

Marshfield’s request for a 

conditional use permit to 

build a multi-million dollar, 

72,000 square foot hospital 

adjacent to their existing 

clinic in Minocqua.  

Attorneys for Marshfield 

objected to some of the 

questions since they 

seemed to focus on the 

market and competition, 

items that don’t apply in 

making a decision.  The 

chief opponent to the plans 



is the Howard Young 

Medical Center facility just 

across the road.  The 

meeting is at the Oneida 

County Courthouse at 9:30.   

 

Northeast Wisconsin was 

rocked by heavy storms 

again this weekend.  Heavy 

rain, winds over 60-mph 

and ½” hail caused 

widespread damage 

stretching from Phelps to 

Green Bay.   

 

Officials in Merrill are 

investigating an accident 

yesterday afternoon when 

a nine year child on a 

bicycle was struck by a city 

squad car.  The incident 

was reported about 4:30 

yesterday at the 

intersection of Park and 

Main Streets downtown.  

The child was treated and 

released from Aspirus 

Wausau Hospital.    
 



Municipalities needing 

money to operate is 

nothing new.  Just last week 

Rhinelander received its first 

quarterly check of over 

$80,000 raised from the new 

Premier Resort Area Tax.  

Eagle River uses it and now 

officials in Minocqua are 

taking a look.  The tax is 

specifically earmarked for 

road improvements.  The 

Minocqua Broadband and 

Business Development 

Committee is also exploring 

measures including raising 

room tax fees.   
 

  
Last body of Cambria mill 
explosion removed from 
rubble News 6/5/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The body of the last victim 

of the Cambria corn mill 

explosion has finally been 

removed from the rubble.  

Three people died in the 

blast at Didion Milling last 

Wednesday.  The recovery 

of Pawel Tordoff's remains 

was delayed until engineers 

decided it was safe to send 

recovery personnel into that 

part of the damaged 



plant.  Investigators say the 

cause of the explosion and 

fire isn't known yet.  Both 

company and federal 

investigators are checking 

the site for evidence.  

Despite the devastation 

caused, officials with the 

firm say they think ethanol 

production will be resumed 

soon. 

 It has taken years of 

planning and legal battles, 

but dredging operations 

have finally started on the 

bottom of Ashland harbor.  

Cancer-causing pollutants, 

wood from closed lumber 

mills and the debris of old 

docks litter Lake Superior's 

bed.  Northern State Power 

Company of Wisconsin may 

have to cover the 97-million 

dollar cost of the project 

and it is asking its natural 

gas customers to dig 

deeper.  Most of the 

pollution has been tied to a 

plant which discharged a 



tar-like substance created 

when it used coal to 

produce electricity for 

Ashland customers. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office reminds drivers to be 

aware of deer crossing the 

roads.  The last week alone 

16 animals were killed the 

last week alone, most in the 

mid-afternoon and early 

evening.  This is the time of 

year deer are extremely 

mobile and the fawns 

accompany them.  Three 

bear were also hit by 

motorists, including one by 

a patrol car on Hwy 8 near 

Tripoli.   
 

  
Price Co. jail inmate found 
dead News 6/6/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 An inmate in the Price 

County Jail was found 

dead early yesterday 

morning.  The sheriff’s 

department and county 

cornoer are looking into the 

matter but say the man 

took his own life.  No other 

information is available. 

Fishing in Wisconsin is a 



nearly $1.5 billion dollar 

business and one of the 

most sought after gamefish 

is walleye.  However the 

numbers of those fish have 

been falling, prompting the 

state five years ago to 

pump millions of dollars into 

stocking programs like the 

Wisconsin Walleye Initiative.  

Last year alone more than 

900,000 large fingerlings 

were stocked and recent 

surveys by the DNR show 

the program working well 

with the number of legal-

sized fish increasing for 

anglers.  Governor Scott 

Walker’s latest biennial 

budget keeps the program 

funded. 

A growing sinkhole 

prompted the Vilas County 

Highway Department to 

close a part of Hwy 17 near 

the Wisconsin /Michigan 

line.  The hole began 

forming near the 

intersection with Grosser 



Lane north of Phelps, 

believed caused by a 

rusted culvert that 

collapsed.  Traffic is being 

re-routed on Hwys A and 55 

for as long as it takes to 

make repairs.  

As the Lac du Flambeau 

Business Development 

Corporation looks for new 

leadership after the 

departure of CEO Brent 

McFarland, the board 

approved Randy Soulier as 

the interim head while the 

search continues.  The 

organization has also 

restructured its upper 

management.  The 

organization was created 

by the Tribe to mirror 

successful tribes, create 

jobs and generate revenue 

outside of gaming. 

And in sports, the Brewers 

were bombed by Giants 7-

2, and meet again tonight. 
 

  
           



  
Rhinelander street 
construction  News 6/6/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The main link into 

downtown Rhinelander 

may be open heading into 

the weekend.  The 

Davenport Street bridge, 

which has been closed 

since early May could 

reopen Friday as crews 

finish up the paving.  The 

Streetscape Project began 

early last year and this 

second phase is expected 

to wrap up by July Fourth.  

Drivers and businesses can 

expect a few more road 

closures up to that time but 

city officials say the 

disruption should be 

minimal.   

A Wisconsin man is going to 

prison for four-and-a-half 

years for being drunk when 

he was involved in a car 

accident in downtown 

Appleton on New Year's 

Day.  Police say Steven 

Johnson had a valid drivers' 

license when he was 

arrested, even though his 



record showed 10 previous 

drunken driving 

convictions.  Nobody was 

hurt in the most recent 

incident.  A breath test 

showed Johnson had a 

blood alcohol content level 

more than three times the 

legal limit when he had the 

wreck.  He will serve five 

years of supervision when 

he gets out of prison. 

Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos backs 

legislation to end the 

requirement that Wisconsin 

bakeries be licensed.  His 

proposal goes farther than 

one being considered in 

the Senate.  That bill would 

make licensing necessary 

only for businesses which 

make more than 75-

hundred dollars-a-year 

selling pies, cakes and other 

bakery goods.  Vos says his 

bill would level the playing 

field for all Wisconsin bakers 

by removing the 



requirement to get a state 

license.  It would also 

eliminated regulatory 

oversight of those 

businesses. 
 

  
State health officials looking 
into norovirus  outbreak in 
northern Wis.  News 6/7/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Chippewa County health 

officials are working with 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Health Services to 

determine the source of a 

norovirus infection that 

sickened scores of people 

at a festival at the Northern 

Wisconsin State Fairgrounds.   

At least 60 adults and 

children became sick with 

gastroenteritis after 

attending the Special Kids 

Day event last month.  

Officials say people who 

attended both days have 

reported getting sick. 

Project planners in Wausau 

unveiled the new plans for 

the new movie theatre 

complex downtown.  The 

Sears store adjacent to the 

Wausau Center Mall will be 

demolished and officials 



hope to have the 

entertainment facility up 

and running by the end of 

next year.  The work 

includes an outdoor plaza 

and other amenities now 

found in city theatres.   

A Columbia County ATV 

accident claims the life of a 

4-year old boy.  The Sheriff’s 

Department reported the 

incident near Portage 

Monday night when the 

father was using the four 

wheeler to pull an empty 

sprayer tank on a trailer.  

Two children were riding 

with him and one fell off 

and was run over.  The man 

was trying to revive the 

youngster when EMT’s 

arrived.  He died a short 

time later at an area 

hospital.  No other 

information is available. 

While Assembly 

Republicans were hoping to 

spark new life into ongoing 

talks over a stalled state 



budget process yesterday, 

their plan to fund K-12 

education appeared 

doomed right from the 

beginning.  Work on the 

proposed biennial budget 

between the two chambers 

has stalled, due to disputes 

over education and 

transportation funding.  

 

  
State leaders plan to put 
more money into classrooms News 6/7/17 1230,530p 1:30 

 Leaders of the Wisconsin 

Assembly say their 

education plan puts more 

money into classrooms, 

while cutting property 

taxes, but senators don't like 

it.  Republicans in the 

Senate quickly rejected the 

plan.  That is said to be a 

clear sign that work on the 

state budget is stalled, even 

though Republicans have 

complete control of the 

state government.  

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos says he's ready to 

negotiate, but Senate 



Republicans are standing 

firm.  Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald says his caucus 

will stick with the budget 

proposed by Governor 

Scott Walker. 

 A spokesperson for the 

Didion Milling plant in 

Cambria says a fourth 

person died of injuries 

suffered in last week's 

explosion.  Forty-six-year-old 

Angel Reyes was a pack 

operator at the plant.  He 

died at U-W Hospital in 

Madison.  The bodies of 

three other workers killed in 

the blast have been 

recovered from the rubble 

of the destroyed plant.  An 

ethanol plant located 

nearby was not damaged 

in the explosion and fire 

and some employees have 

started to return to work.  

The Grandfather Falls Dam 

in Tomahawk generates 

enough power for 2000 

homes and work’s 



underway to make it more 

efficient.  The old, leaking 

pipes used to regulate 

water flow are being 

replaced and the work 

should be done this fall.   

The YMCA of the 

Northwoods announced 

the hiring of Matthew 

Steingraber as their new 

Director of Aquatics, Youth 

and Family Programs.  

Raised on a dairy farm in 

Manawa, now living in 

Antigo, Steingraber has a 

bachelor’s degree in 

education and a masters in 

sports management. 
 

 Rhinelander man in court on 
sexual assault charge 
 News 6/8/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A plea bargain could 

avoid a lengthy prison 

sentence for a Rhinelander 

man.  54-year old Steven 

Bailey was in Lincoln County 

Court yesterday for sexually 

assaulting his children’s 

babysitter.  He was arrested 

in Tomahawk in 2015 for 

having sex with the 15-year 

old girl and in the deal, was 



convicted on one count of 

2nd degree sexual assault of 

a child.  Two other felonies 

were dropped.  He’ll be 

sentenced July 25th.   

 

A sentencing hearing takes 

place this morning for 37-

year old Kristopher 

Torgerson.  The Wausau 

man was convicted of first 

degree intentional 

homicide and hiding a 

corpse in the 2010 killing of 

Stephanie Low.  He was 

charged with the crime in 

2014 after leading 

authorities to where he hid 

the body near Wabeno.  

Court records show the 

incident was a drug deal 

gone bad.  Torgerson faces 

a mandatory life sentence.   
 

President Trump wants to 

privatize the country’s air 

traffic control system and 

that’s not sitting well with 

the Wisconsin-based 



Experimental Aircraft 

Association.  Spokesman 

Dick Knapinski says the 

move would do nothing to 

modernize the system and it 

puts a private entity in 

charge of a government 

infrastructure.  He says the 

members of the board that 

would oversee it would 

primarily be representatives 

of the airlines and their 

interests and Knapinski says 

the EAA believes the 

change would hurt rural 

airports and general and 

business aviation.  The non-

profit group would be 

exempt from Congressional 

oversight. The board could 

also implement user fees to 

pay for its operations, and 

capital expenses. 

 

 
 

  
Realtors offering housing 
assistance to those affected 
by recent storms  News 6/8a/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 They are reaching out to 

help neighbors in need.  



The Realtors Association of 

Northwestern Wisconsin is 

offering 58-thousand dollars 

in housing assistance to 

people trying to bounce 

back from the tornadoes 

which hit three weeks ago.  

The storms damaged 

homes and businesses May 

16th.  The association had 

already donated seven-

thousand dollars in the form 

of grants the week after the 

storms ripped through the 

region.  People can apply 

for one-thousand dollar 

grants through the 

association and there is 

more help on the way.  Rice 

Lake native and 

philanthropist Foster Friess 

has offered to match any 

donations up to one-million 

dollars.  So far, 70-thousand 

has been raised. 

The state of Wisconsin has 

submitted a request to the 

Trump administration, 

asking it be allowed to drug 



test people who apply for 

Medicaid.  That would 

make this state the first in 

the nation to do it.  The 

approach would require 

able-bodied, childless 

adults to be screened for 

drugs when they apply for 

the health benefits.  If 

permitted, the drug 

screening would start in 

2019.  Wisconsin Governor 

Scott Walker amended his 

original request by not 

requiring the test if an 

applicant volunteers to 

enter a substance abuse 

treatment program. 

 New figures from the 

Quarterly Census of 

Employment and Wage 

Data show Wisconsin lost 

nearly 38-hundred 

manufacturing jobs last 

year.  Wisconsin continues 

to create new jobs at a rate 

below the national average 

gaining nearly 12-thousand 

private-sector jobs in 2016, 



ranking it 33rd among the 

50 states.  The national rate 

of developing private-

sector jobs was more than 

double Wisconsin's. 
 

  
Wausau man to spend life in 
prison  News 6/9/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Kristopher Torgerson will 

spend the rest of his life in 

prison.  The 37-year old 

Wausau man was 

sentenced yesterday in 

Marathon County Court for 

the 2010 killing of Stephanie 

Low, when she 

disappeared.  Four years 

later Torgerson led 

authorities to her body, 

buried near Wabeno in 

Forest County.  He was 

convicted earlier this year.  

The possibility of parole was 

also denied.   

 

Northwoods lawmakers are 

trying to make the case for 

rural schools, where doing 

more with less has been the 

norm.  State 

Representatives John 

Nygren of Marinette, Mary 



Felzkowski of Irma and Rob 

Swearingen of Rhinelander 

are traveling with the 

message Governor Scott 

Walker has budgeted $600-

million for education but 

they’re looking for more, 

especially for rural districts.  

In Merrill yesterday the trio 

said the Assembly GOP is 

proposing an extra $600-

mililon for schools across the 

state.  The disproportionate 

amount of funding per 

student for rural vs city 

schools has been a 

problem for decades.  The 

Senate backs the 

Governor’s plan.   
 

Wisconsin's wolf population 

is on the rise.  Figures from 

D-N-R monitoring show 

about 952 wolves roam the 

state.  That's up from the 

then-record count of 897 

wolves last winter.  

Volunteer trackers count 

wolves during the winter, 



when the population 

reaches its lowest point 

before pups are born.  D-N-

R records show so far this 

year there's been 15 

confirmed wolf attacks on 

livestock and one on a 

hunting dog and the state 

has paid out over 196-

thousand dollars in wolf 

damage compensation so 

far this year.  It paid out 

over 200-thousand dollars 

over all of 2016. 

 

  
Deputies with Forest Co. 
were busy yesterday News 6/9/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Deputies with the Forest 

County Sheriff’s 

Department were busy 

yesterday.  About 8:30 

yesterday morning they 

tried to stop a speeding 

vehicle when it took off with 

deputies behind for nearly 

2.5 miles until it crashed into 

a fire hydrant.  The 19-year 

old driver from Crandon 

took off on foot but was 

caught within minutes.  

Numerous charges are 



pending.  Just after 3:00 the 

office was notified of a UTV 

crash in the Township of 

Lincoln.  They found the 

overturned unit and five 

injured children ranging in 

age from 1.5 to 14.  The UTV 

was operated by the 14 

year old girl and 

investigators say 

inexperience and speed 

were factors in the 

accident.  No other 

information is available.   

Vice President Mike Pence 

will join Wisconsin Governor 

Scott Walker in Milwaukee 

tomorrow to discuss the 

adverse effects of the 

Affordable Care Act.  

Pence plans to meet with 

business leaders and 

families.  He has been 

holding Obamacare events 

around the country while 

the Senate works on its own 

version of a health care bill 

which has already been 

passed by the House of 



Representatives.  There are 

doubts the House version 

can pass in the Senate.  

President Donald Trump has 

urged Senate members to 

send him a health care bill 

he can sign. 

The Davenport Street 

bridge in Rhinelander 

opened this morning.  The 

main link into the business 

district has been closed 

about a month for finishing 

work as part of the 

continuing Streetscape 

Project.  It comes as the city 

has a number of activities 

planned downtown 

tomorrow.   
 

  
Man killed in Chetek News 6/12/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 One man was killed as heavy 
thunderstorms rumbled through the 
northern half of Wisconsin 
yesterday. Police in Chetek in 
Northwestern Wisconsin say the 
victim was cleaning up storm 
damage when a tree fell onto him -- 
and his name was not released 

after he died at the scene.  An 

unconfirmed tornado was 

reported in Langlade County. A 
barn was destroyed near Gleason 



in Lincoln County, and the National 
Weather Service says a 20 foot 
section of a second barn roof was 
blown for up to 500 feet into a farm 
field.Six and one half inches of rain 
fell at Lac du Flambeau in Vilas 
County, while Highway 55 was 
closed in Keshena after trees and 
power lines went down. And 
lightning prompted the Wisconsin 
River Pro Rodeo in Merrill to be 

suspended yesterday.  As of early 

this morning, over 23 thousand 

WPS customers are still without 

power.  

The Lincoln County Recreation 
Deputy along with the DNR are 
continuing to investigate the 
fatal boating incident that 
occurred Saturday afternoon in 
the City of Tomahawk. According 
to the Recreation Deputy's 
report, a boat being operated by 
a 22 year old Tomahawk man 
was traveling west on the 
Wisconsin River when the engine 
failed as the boat passed under 
the North Fourth Street Bridge. 
The victim, 23 year old Justin J.J. 
Kimmons of Irma, entered the 
water to prevent the boat from 
striking the dock.  When the 



engine was restarted the victim 
was still in the water on the back 
side of the boat.  He was struck 
by the propeller, causing fatal 
injuries.  The victim was 
pronounced dead on the scene 
by the Lincoln County Coroner. 
 
 

  
Many customers without 
power from aftermath of 
heavy storms News 6/12/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Thousands of electric 
customers in northern and 
central Wisconsin were still 
without power this morning in 
the wake of Sunday's 
thunderstorms. The Wisconsin 
Public Service utility of Green 
Bay had the most outages. 
Two waves of storms brought 
up to six and one half inches 
of rain with street floods, fallen 
trees, hail damage, and winds 
of up to 60. The Chetek area 
in Barron County had its 
second storm death of the 
season, as police say a tree 
fell onto an unidentified man 
while he was cleaning up 
storm damage on Sunday 
afternoon -- and that was 
almost four weeks after a 
tornado killed mobile home 



park resident Eric Gavin and 
injured 27 others.  
 
A new Wisconsin bill would 
give property tax breaks to 
more veterans who were 
disabled while serving their 
country. Representative Andre 
Jacque of De Pere says he 
would make the tax credit 
available to another 36-
hundred veterans and their 
surviving spouses, by giving it 
to veterans who are 70-
percent disabled instead of the 
current 100-percent. But 
Assembly finance chairman 
John Nygren says the benefit 
has risen in the past decade -- 
and it has some lawmakers 
concerned. The Milwaukee 
Journal Sentinel says the cost 
of the disabled veterans' tax 
credit has risen from 866-
thousand dollars in 2005 to 
25-million ten years later. 
 
Vice President Mike Pence 
offered assurances to 
Wisconsin business leaders 
about health care over the 



weekend.  During a rally in 
Milwaukee Saturday, Pence 
said that the Trump 
administration will replace 
Obamacare with a program 
which gives more flexibility of 
coverage.  The vice president 
is touring the U-S speaking on 
the topic at the same time the 
Senate is working on its own 
version of the bill.   
 

  
Wausau woman airlifted to 
hospital after collision near 
Gleason News 6/13/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Wausau woman was 

airlifted to the hospital and 

Hwy 17 north of Gleason 

closed for a time yesterday 

afternoon following a head 

on collision.  Numerous 911 

calls came in about 12:30 

when a van crossed the 

centerline and struck a 

dump truck loaded with 

gravel.  The truck left the 

road and burst into flames.  

The driver was not hurt.  The 

critically injured woman 

had to be extricated from 

the vehicle and flown to 

Wausau Aspirus Hospital.  

Her condition this morning is 



unknown.   

The man responsible for 

numerous Amber Alerts 

over the weekend was in 

court yesterday.  34-year 

old Jamie Hunt was 

allegedly involved in a 

domestic dispute early 

Saturday where he 

threatened to kill his 

girlfriend, who is also the 

mother of his 8-year old son 

Jaiden, who he left with.  

Police say Hunt heard the 

alerts on the radio and 

turned himself in.  Judge 

Michael Moran in Marathon 

County Court set a $150,000 

cash bond and set Monday 

for the pre-trial conference.  

Hunt is charged with 

substantial battery, first and 

second degree recklessly 

endangering safety, and 

two counts of strangulation 

and suffocation. 

 

Details from surveys for how 

best to use Rhinelander’s 



city parks will be released 

today, but yesterday the 

city council knew of one 

way and approved a dog 

park at Shepard Park.  The 

decade long process, 

supported and promoted 

by resident Tina Werres is 

backed by private 

donations and Petco-

owned Doctors Foster and 

Smith.  Once the area is 

cleaned up and the 

fencing is in, officials hope 

to have the facility open by 

the end of summer.   
 

  
Central Wis. Residents 
cleaning up after area 
storms News 6/13/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 As more showers and 

storms roll the state today, 

people in central Wisconsin 

are cleaning up from a 

second straight day of 

heavy weather.  The north 

was spared this time, but 

the National Weather 

Service says the southern 

part of the state got hit 

hard on Monday.  Buildings 

were knocked down near 

Jackson -- Brandon in Fond 



du Lac had winds of 70 

miles-an-hour -- parts of 

Sheboygan and 

Washington counties had 

quarter sized hail -- flash 

flooding took place at La 

Crosse, Wautoma, and 

Oshkosh -- and much of the 

southeast quarter of 

Wisconsin had trees and 

power lines fall. Necedah in 

Juneau County had four 

inches of rain and 

Stetsonville in Taylor County 

had more than three and 

one quarter inches.  More 

than 20-thousand electric 

customers throughout the 

state were still in the dark as 

of late this morning. 

Hot and humid weather 

returns the next several 

days and the Oneida/Vilas 

County emergency 

management and health 

agencies remind people 

facilities are available to 

cool off, including the Trig’s 

stores in Rhinelander, 



Minocqua and Eagle River 

the two area Wal-Mart 

Supercenters and Eagle 

River Memorial Hospital.   

Donald Trump makes his 

second visit to Wisconsin 

late this afternoon -- to 

discuss the importance of 

jobs and education.  

Yesterday Republican 

Governor Scott Walker said 

the state's top priority is to 

develop its workforce for 

what employers need -- 

and Walker said Trump is 

the right person to talk 

about that.  After his 

speech, Trump is scheduled 

to join Walker at a private 

fundraiser for the governor. 
 

  
Road closures due to heavy 
rain News 6/14/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Another road closure due 

to the heavy rains that 

have been sweeping 

across the north.  A portion 

of Hwy 8 between 

Armstrong Creek and 

Laona is under water from a 

culvert failure.  Repairs are 

already underway and 



Forest County crews hope 

to have the stretch open by 

tonight.  The storms still have 

more than 10,000 customers 

of Wisconsin Public Service 

without power, most in the 

Stevens Point Area.  More 

storms are in the forecast 

today. 

It was four weeks ago when 

a tornado virtually 

destroyed a mobile home 

park near Chetek and killed 

one of its residents.  Now, 

travelers on the Highway 53 

expressway can still see 

wreckage from the storm 

and officials are asking 

people to provide 

excavation equipment and 

skid steers to place the 

large debris into dumpsters. 

Darryl Dahl of the Chetek 

Chamber of Commerce 

says many retirees live in the 

area and they cannot 

move the wreckage 

themselves. Many in the 

mobile home park were 



underinsured and do not 

have the resources to 

remove debris on their own.  

Large piles of debris have 

been sitting since the May 

16th tornado.  Once it's 

removed, it will go to Barron 

County's Waste Energy 

facility. 

Five years ago Abel Jump 

of Tomahawk was 

sentenced to prison on 

charges of child 

enticement and 

threatening a judge.  

Having served that 

sentence, the 27-year old 

was released yesterday 

and is in Oneida County 

under the supervision of the 

Department of Corrections 

and will be required to 

register with the Wisconsin 

Sex Offender Registry 

Program until June of 2037.   
 

 
Wis. Assembly votes today News 6/14/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Assembly 

votes today on seeking the 

nation's first constitutional 

convention called by the 



states.  Republicans say 

they want to add an 

amendment requiring a 

balanced federal budget, 

but Democrats and other 

critics say it could also open 

the door to amendments 

limiting people's rights such 

as freedom of speech. 

Twenty nine states have 

called for such a 

convention and 34 would 

be needed to hold it.  As 

part of that, lawmakers will 

also consider bills requiring 

Wisconsin delegates to 

follow national rules, work 

only on a balanced budget 

amendment and dismiss 

those who stray into other 

areas.  Also, the Assembly 

will consider a bill to require 

legislative approval for 

state agency rules that 

would cost businesses at 

least ten-million dollars in a 

two year period -- and if 

lawmakers don't act within 

70 days, the rules would be 



automatically rejected. 

Over in the Senate, 

pending approval for 

employees in Wisconsin's 

private voucher schools 

havng to pass background.  

The bill would also get rid of 

some academic 

benchmarks that private 

schools meet if they take 

tax money to educate 

lower income.  The Senate 

is also expected to give 

final legislative approval to 

two bills aimed at fighting 

opioid and heroin.  Senators 

will consider bills to raise 

penalties for carjacking -- 

make Wisconsin the final 

state to give government 

workers the day off on 

Veterans Day -- let home 

bakers sell their goods 

without state licenses -- and 

limit bans on deer baiting 

and feeding in areas with 

no new cases of chronic 

wasting disease. 
 

 News 6/15/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 After months of public 



Marshfield clinic denies a 
builders permit 

hearings, meetings, tours 

and postponements 

Oneida County’s Planning 

and Development 

Committee denied a 

conditional use permit for 

the Marshfield Clinic.  More 

than a year ago they 

announced plans to build a 

12-bed, $35-million hospital 

adjacent to their existing 

Minocqua clinic.  The 

project drew swift 

opposition from the Howard 

Young Medical Center, 

right across the road.  The 3-

2 vote split the committee 

members along the lines of 

land use and duplication of 

services.  Marshfield officials 

say the decision may be 

appealed and if that 

happens, the county’s 

Board of Adjustment would 

have the final say unless the 

matter ends up in court.  

They have 30 days to do 

that.   

At least three tornadoes hit 



the ground yesterday as 

another in a series of violent 

storms crossed the state.  

Shawano County picked up 

the most damage as 

homes and businesses were 

hit and roads blocked by 

fallen trees and debris.  

Flooded roads in eastern 

parts of the county are a 

hazard.  Officials in 

Waushara county is in a 

similar situation with fire 

departments checking 

homes for anyone injured.  

The ThedaCare Medical 

Center in Wild Rose is 

operating on a backup 

generator as more than 

30,000 are without power.  

Another clinic in Appleton 

had its roof heavily 

damaged and a gas line 

cut.  Several other counties 

sustained damaged.  

Passengers deplaning at 

Austin Straubel Field in 

Green Bay were quickly 

ushered to the safety of the 



basement as winds ripped 

the roof off a hangar.  The 

National Weather Service 

has inspection teams 

reviewing the damage and 

may find more evidence of 

twisters.   
 

 
Court case surrounding 
proposed local bible camp News 6/15/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Having exhausted the 

appeal process the three 

brothers wanting to build a 

bible camp on Squash Lake 

outside Rhinelander have 

petitioned the US Supreme 

Court to settle the matter.  

Art, Wesley and Randall 

Jaros own 34 acres on the 

lake and have been trying 

since 2004 to open the 

camp.  It was initially turned 

down since the property is 

zoned for residential 

housing.  An opinion from 

the high court is due in early 

July.   

More police were on hand 

for yesterday's state 

legislative meetings, but G-

O-P Assembly Speaker 

Robin Vos says there's no 



reason for the State Capitol 

to have tougher security.  

That's after the shootings 

Wednesday that wounded 

U-S House Majority Whip 

Steve Scalise and three 

others at a baseball 

practice near Washington 

where Republicans 

practiced for their annual 

charity game tonight.  

Janesville House Speaker 

Paul Ryan delivered a 

passionate, non partisan 

speech in which he said an 

attack on one House 

member was an attack on 

all.  State Assembly 

Republican Jesse Kremer of 

Kewaskum wrote on 

Facebook that people like 

Kathy Griffin, who posted a 

photo with a beheaded 

Donald Trump, emboldens 

crazy people to commit 

heinous acts -- but he 

blames nobody but the 

shooter for the attack. 

A new neighborhood in 



Weston will have streets 

named in honor of four 

shooting victims killed in 

that community in a 

rampage in late March.  

Developers say it will be a 

permanent tribute to Sara 

Quirt Sann, Dianne Look, 

Karen Barclay, and Everest 

Metro Police detective 

Jason Weiland all killed as 

part of a domestic dispute 

 

 
Marathon Co. dive team 
looking for body News 6/16/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Marathon County Dive 

Team and Wausau Police 

resume their search for a 

man missing since 

yesterday in the Wisconsin 

River near Memorial Park.  

The man, his girlfriend and 

two children were tubing 

shortly after 1:00 when one 

of the youngsters went 

under.  The man went in 

and was able to get the 

child to safety but he didn’t 

come back up.  The initial 

search was difficult due to 

the high winds and current 

and was halted shortly after 



nine because of darkness.   

A record 11 tornados were 

confirmed by the National 

Weather Service as severe 

storms stretched across 

northeast and eastcentral 

Wisconsin earlier this week.  

Six counties had 

touchdowns and the 

damage was widespread in 

an area running from 

Shawano to Appleton.  

Thousands of people are still 

without power across a nine 

county area. 

The legislature’s Joint 

Finance Committee 

approved the hiring of eight 

additional guards at the 

troubled Lincoln Hills youth 

prison in Lincoln County.  

The increase would be used 

to help the facility in Irma 

come closer to being in 

compliance with federal 

staff-to-inmate ratios.   

The Washington County 

Sheriff’s department says 

the pilot of a small 



advertising blimp was 

seriously burned when the 

aircraft crashed at the US 

Open Golf Tournament at 

Erin Hills.  The pilot was the 

only one aboard the craft 

when it went down shortly 

before midday in an open 

field near the course and 

burst into flames.  He was 

airlifted to a nearby 

hospital.  The Federal 

Aviation Administration and 

National Transportation 

Safety board are 

investigating the cause.   
 

 
Ironwood Mich. Dies in car 
accident News  6/19/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An Ironwood, Michigan 

man died in a weekend 

traffic crash.  47-year old 

Kevin Chiapuzio was killed 

when his motorcycle struck 

a car on Hwy 51, just south 

of County L, in the town of 

Nokomis Saturday 

afternoon.  He was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The driver of the car 

is hospitalized with unknown 

injuries.  Officials closed the 



highway and re-routed 

traffic while the accident 

scene was cleared.   

Another motorcycle 

accident, this one in Wood 

County killed the operator 

when the machine struck a 

deer.  The Sheriff’s 

department reports the 

bike was on Hwy 73 when it 

hit the animal.  A passenger 

was flown to a Marshfield 

hospital but their condition 

is not known.   

The Wisconsin Elections 

Commission administrator 

will speak to the U-S Senate 

Intelligence Committee 

later this week.  Mike Haas is 

scheduled to make that 

appearance in Washington, 

D-C, Wednesday.  He will 

be talking about Russian 

hacking of last November's 

presidential election in his 

capacity as a 

representative of the 

National Association of 

State Election Directors.  



Haas says he has received 

no information indicating 

Wisconsin was targeted by 

hackers.  Bloomberg News 

reported last week 39 states 

were targeted, with two 

efforts successful in Arizona 

and Illinois. 

Milwaukee County Sheriff 

David Clarke won't be 

joining the U-S Department 

of Homeland Security.  

Clarke rescinded his 

acceptance of an assistant 

secretary position with the 

federal agency.  Clarke 

had previously said he 

would start the D-H-S job 

this month.  His decision 

follows an explosive 

controversy over plagiarism 

involving his master's thesis 

and conditions at the 

Milwaukee County Jail. 
 

 
State rural schools could get 
money News 6/19/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin's lowest spending 

rural school districts could 

get some extra state money 

to resolve at least one 

sticking point in developing 



a new state budget.  

Senate G-O-P Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald says 

his members are still 

deciding how much to put 

in to help the state's most 

financially struggling schools 

keep going.  One of the 

goals is to avoid a general 

property tax increase, after 

Governor Scott Walker said 

he would veto any budget 

that raises local taxes. But 

Republican Assembly 

Speaker Robin Vos says the 

state might not able to 

afford the extra money the 

Senate's talking about.  The 

G-O-P majority has been 

haggling about school aid 

and transportation funding, 

as the current state budget 

is due to expire in 12 days -- 

but if an agreement is not 

reached by then, state 

spending will continue at 

current levels until a new 

two year budget is finalized. 

Children attending the 



Wisconsin State Fair may no 

longer learn how to fish, 

discover archery or learn 

about wildlife and 

preventing forest fires.  The 

D-N-R will end its popular 

two acre attraction at the 

annual fair in West Allis in 

August -- which has been a 

tradition since 1948 -- and 

instead, it will promote state 

parks, forests, and its 

endangered resource 

protection program.  But 

Doug Hoskins, who has 

helped managed the State 

Fair exhibit for 17 years, says 

years of tradition will 

disappear.  And while the 

fair plans an exploratory 

area of its own, he 

estimates the D-N-R will only 

have a small fraction of its 

normal presence at the site. 

 

 
Presque Isle fire fighters 
dispatched yesterday to fire News 6/20/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The U.S. Supreme Court will 

decide the constitutionality 

of Wisconsin legislative 

districts as drawn by 



majority Republicans in 

2011.  The court also 

granted Wisconsin Attorney 

General Brad Schimel’s 

application for a stay in the 

redistricting case.  The stay 

prevents implementation of 

a ruling by a three-judge 

panel, requiring lawmakers 

to redraw district maps in  

time for the 2018 elections.  

The high court is expected 

to hear arguments this fall 

on the state’s appeal of the 

federal judicial 

panel’s ruling, which threw 

out the Republican maps.  

Democrats filed suit and 

claimed the GOP jammed 

the opposing party into 

districts which gave them 

very little chance to win a 

legislative majority during 

the decade.  This is the first 

time in more than ten years 

the justices will 

consider allegations of 

gerrymandering — and 

observers see the their final 

http://www.wrn.com/2017/01/federal-court-orders-wisconsin-to-draw-new-legislative-district-maps/
http://www.wrn.com/2016/05/wisconsin-redistricting-lawsuit-could-set-new-standard-for-challenges-audio/
http://www.wrn.com/2016/05/wisconsin-redistricting-lawsuit-could-set-new-standard-for-challenges-audio/


ruling as one which impact 

how elections are run 

throughout the nation. 

Presque Isle firefighters and 

other departments were 

dispatched to a structure 

fire yesterday.  The call 

came in shortly before five 

to a home on Cutoff Road 

near Oxbow Lake.  The 

small home was destroyed.  

No one was there at the 

time and the cause isn’t 

known.   

Lt. Gov. Rebecca Kleefisch 

has been mentioned as a 

possible US Senate 

candidate next year but 

yesterday put that idea to 

rest saying she wants to stay 

Governor Scott Walker’s 

running mate.  She’s 

already preparing to run for 

re-election and said she’s 

had a great opportunity to 

be an advocate for 

Wisconsin.  The amount of 

travel and her family 



factored into her decision.   
 

 
State politicians to meet 
today to talk about state 
budget News 6/20/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Assembly and Senate 

leaders plan to meet with 

state budget analysts today 

to discuss issues in finalizing 

the next two year package.  

WisPolitics Dot Com says 

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos and Senate Majority 

Leader Scott Fitzgerald will 

meet with officials from the 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau -- 

but a spokeswoman for 

Fitzgerald could not say 

which of the remaining 

issues will be addressed.  

Reports say the proposed 

increase in state aid to 

public schools is one topic 

to be discussed, after 

Assembly Republicans 

recently proposed a plan 

that includes a 150-dollar 

increase in state aid per 

student this fall and 200-

dollars the following year. 

The fiscal bureau has said 

the total Assembly 

package would raise 



property taxes by 92-million 

dollars for the year starting 

in the summer of 2018. 

There are now potential 

primaries in both parties for 

U-S House Speaker Paul 

Ryan's seat.  Union 

ironworker Randy Bryce of 

Caledonia announced his 

candidacy yesterday in 

Wisconsin's First District that 

runs across the far south 

central and southeast parts 

of the state.  Bryce is an 

Army veteran who lost 

twice for the state Assembly 

in 2012 and '14 -- and he 

says he'll try to raise at least 

two-million dollars to try and 

win a primary that's 14 

months away.  The other 

announced Democrat is 

David Yankovich, a political 

activist who's moving from 

Ohio to Kenosha to run for 

Ryan's job.   Paul Nehlen, 

who got 16-percent of the 

vote in the G-O-P primary in 

August of 2014, says he'll try 



again to defeat Ryan next 

year. 
 

 
Appleton man jailed on 
threatening to kill his wife News 6/21/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 62-year old Appleton 

man is in jail after 

threatening to kill his wife 

and saying, “it’s going to be 

just like Wausau or worse”.  

Song Leng Vang was 

charged with possessing a 

firearm and domestic and 

child abuse.  He was 

referring to the March 22nd 

shootings of four people in 

Rothschild, Schofield and 

Weston.  Police spoke to his 

wife two weeks ago after 

people warned her Vang 

was making threats.  She 

said the abuse stretched 

back more than 25 years.  

Bond was set at $10,000 

cash and Vang is back in 

Outagamie County Circuit 

Court tomorrow.  

 

Meanwhile, two other 

arrests, these in the Wausau 

area, where men 

threatened to shoot their 



wives.  49-year old Neng 

Vang and 44-year old Chia 

Fong Xiong have a history 

of abuse.  The Everest Metro 

Police believe the 

department and 

community leaders need to 

address domestic violence 

in traditional Hmong 

households, where women 

are often treated like 

second class citizens.  Both 

men are free on bond.   

 

A Marathon County 

accident last night has two 

people hospitalized.  The 

Sheriff’s Department 

reported the crash near 

Hatley when a truck left 

Hwy Y in the Town of Bevent 

and rolled, ejecting the 

driver.  A passenger inside 

was injured.  No other 

information is available. 

 

An open house next week 

will showcase a new 

building at the Kemp 



Natural Resource Station in 

Woodruff.  The four-season 

facility has two large 

classrooms and kitchen and 

will be used to grow the 

field courses taught at the 

station, a satellite of the 

UW-Madison campus.  The 

open house is Thursday the 

29th.   
 

 
State residents could one 
day text 911 instead of 
calling it News 6/21/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Recounts could only be 

sought by those who lose 

elections by one-percent or 

less in a bill that's up for a 

vote in the Wisconsin 

Assembly today.  It comes 

after Green Party 

candidate Jill Stein forced a 

full recount of the state's 

presidential vote last 

December, even though 

she finished fourth. Stein 

said she wanted to find out 

if somebody hacked the 

voting, but the bill's sponsors 

say most Wisconsinites saw 

the recount as an abuse of 

the system, even though 

Stein's camp paid for it -- 



and Governor Scott Walker 

accused her of using the 

publicity to bolster her 

campaign coffers for the 

future.  The Assembly will 

also take up bills to reduce 

time periods for deer 

feeding bans in counties 

with chronic wasting 

disease -- boost penalties 

for using credit card 

scanners to commit identity 

theft -- let chiropractors 

give physicals for school 

sports -- make private 

voucher schools check 

backgrounds of employees 

-- and allow year round 

hunting of woodchucks. 

Wisconsinites could one 

day text 9-1-1 instead of 

having to call for police, 

fire, and ambulance 

services.  The governor's 

proposed state budget 

would spend seven-million 

dollars to modernize 

copper landline wires to 

dispatch facilities and 



create what's called "Next 

Generation 9-1-1."  

Supporters say wireless 

texting would save tax 

dollars, make the system 

more secure and let people 

submit photos and videos 

of emergencies -- thus 

giving dispatchers more 

information -- and for those 

who can't provide exact 

locations, the system would 

show responders where to 

go more quickly and 

precisely.  
 

 
Woman dead after shooting 
in Crandon News 6/22/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A 25-year old woman is 

dead and three people are 

in the Forest County Jail 

following a shooting in 

Crandon.  The Sheriff’s 

Department responded to 

calls of a disturbance 

around four yesterday 

morning at a mobile home 

on the 200 block of Cobb 

Boulevard.  Crandon Police 

and the Wisconsin 

Department of Justice are 

aiding in the investigation.   



The man who triggered an 

hours-long Amber 

Alert pleaded not guilty 

yesterday to five felonies.  

Jamie Hunt fled with his 

eight-year-old son two 

weeks ago after beating, 

strangling and threatening 

to kill his girlfriend. After 

hearing the alert on his car 

radio, Hunt turned himself 

in.  His son was not hurt.  

Hunt waived his right to a 

preliminary hearing at 

which prosecutors must 

present evidence to justify 

the charges.  He pleaded 

not guilty to reckless 

endangerment, domestic 

battery, substantial battery, 

criminal damage to 

property and two counts of 

strangulation and 

suffocation.  No trial date 

was set and he’s jailed on a 

$150,000 cash bond and 

due back in court July 24th.   

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue 

http://www.waow.com/story/35635329/missing-amber-alert-issued-for-8-year-old-marathon-county-boy
http://www.waow.com/story/35635329/missing-amber-alert-issued-for-8-year-old-marathon-county-boy


Shield will reduce its 

individual plan offerings 

next year as a result of 

continued uncertainty 

about the future of the 

Affordable Care Act.  In a 

statement the company 

said making planning and 

pricing for ACA-compliant 

health plans is increasingly 

difficult and the Wisconsin 

market remains volatile.  

Republicans were quick to 

argue the announcement is 

a further sign the Affordable 

Care Act is collapsing and 

needs to be replaced while 

Democrats maintained the 

uncertainty is due to the 

GOP efforts to disrupt the 

ACA marketplace.   

 

 
State senator Johnson 
speaks about Obamacare News 6/22/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson of 

Wisconsin says his fellow 

Republicans should slow 

down and get public input 

before voting on a 

replacement to 

Obamacare.  The G-O-P 



majority is expected to 

unveil its package today 

and Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell wants a full 

Senate vote before the 

lawmakers head home for 

their July Fourth recess.  But 

Johnson says the markets 

for individuals have to be 

stabilized first, as Anthem 

Blue Cross/Blue Shield said it 

would pull most of its plans 

from the Wisconsin 

Obamacare purchasing 

exchange next year.  

Johnson also says a lot 

more people need to know 

what's in the Senate bill, 

and weigh in on it.  The 

package would end the 

Medicaid expansions that 

Governor Scott Walker 

rejected a few years ago -- 

and Walker said yesterday 

keeping the expansions 

would go against the G-O-

P's promise to "repeal and 

replace" Obamacare. 

 State work permits will no 



longer be needed for 16-

and-17-year-olds to get jobs 

as the Governor Scott 

Walker signed a bill 

repealing the requirement, 

in which older juveniles 

needed to get their parents' 

permission to go to work.  

The bill's supporters said it 

would be easier for kids to 

learn the value of work and 

make some money for 

themselves -- but 

opponents feared it would 

make parents know less 

about what their teens are 

doing.  Also, the Republican 

Walker signed a bill that lets 

delivery robots use 

crosswalks and sidewalks to 

send things like groceries to 

customers at home.  

Operators would have to 

monitor the robots as they 

move by themselves. 
 

 
Forest Co. officials waiting 
on autopsy reports on dead 
woman from recent shooting  News 6/23/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Forest County officials are 

still waiting for autopsy 

reports in the death of 25-

year old Savanna Larson of 



Lac du Flambeau.  Three 

people were arrested 

following a disturbance in 

Crandon early Monday in 

which a gunshot was 

allegedly fired.  They’ve not 

yet been identified nor 

charges filed.    

A trial date of October 23rd 

is set for the Rock County 

Court case of a Janesville 

man accused of stealing 

firearms from a gun shop in 

April and sending a lengthy 

manifesto to the White 

House.  Joseph 

Jakubowski’s defense 

attorney yesterday said he 

didn’t expect a trial, but 

also admitted the case is 

unresolved.  The federal 

case may conclude earlier.  

A two-day trial is currently 

planned for September 

25th in federal district court.  

Jakubowski pleaded not 

guilty April 25th to state 

charges of burglary while 

arming himself with a 



weapon, felony theft of 

firearms and possession of 

burglary tools. He has also 

pleaded not guilty to 

related federal charges.  

Jakubowski was the subject 

of an intense 10-day search 

before he was arrested. 

The Triple-A expect a 

record number of people to 

travel over July 4th holiday 

weekend.  The auto club 

expects an overall 2.9% 

increase helped by 

cheaper gas and lower 

airfares.  Fuel prices are 4-

cents below what they 

were last year, domestic 

flights have dropped about 

10% and car rentals will be 

down 14% from last year’s 

holiday period.  The Triple-A 

finds low unemployment, 

rising incomes and higher 

consumer confidence are 

combining to boost travel.  

The average trip will be 



within 50-miles of home.   

 

 
State lawmakers seeking a 
bigger crackdown on 
distracted drivers in the state News 6/23/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Republican state 

lawmakers want a bigger 

and more modern 

crackdown on distracted 

driving.  They unveiled a bill 

yesterday to increase the 

maximum fine for texting 

while driving from 100-

dollars to 400 -- and to 

expand the current texting 

and emailing cellphone 

ban to include reading and 

posting on social media, 

surfing the Internet and 

future cell activities that 

nobody has thought of yet. 

Also, the bill's sponsors want 

an automatic felony of 

negligent homicide for 

those who kill people while 

on their hand held devices. 

They point to 121 deaths 

last year from distracted 

driving and the D-O-T says it 

also causes eleven-

thousand injuries each year. 

People in the southern half 



of Wisconsin won’t have 

much time to dry out 

before another round of 

heavy rains move in.  The 

National Weather Service 

expects more heavy rains 

tonight, after parts of 

southern Wisconsin got 

more than three inches of 

rainfall yesterday. 

Reedsburg and LaValle in 

Sauk County each reported 

three inches in the 24 hours 

ending at five a-m -- and 

Jefferson had two and one 

third inches while parts of 

the Milwaukee and 

Madison areas had close to 

two inches.  Rain is in the 

forecast through the 

weekend in various parts of 

the state -- and flood 

warnings continue on the 

Wolf River at Shiocton and 

the Trempealeau River at 

Dodge, with minor flooding 

expected into next week.  

Flood advisories are still in 

effect on the Wisconsin 



River around Wausau. 

Wisconsin Badgers Nigel 

Hayes and Bronson Koenig 

both signed deals to play 

with teams in next month's 

N-B-A Summer League.  
 

 
Investigators are looking into 
deadly crash in Marathon 
Co.  News 6/26/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Investigators are looking 

into a crash that killed one 

person in Marathon County 

last night.  Shortly after 7:00 

a man drove his car into a 

retention pond in Rib 

Mountain near the 

intersection of Phlox Land 

and Lilac Avenue.  Two 

good Samaritans were able 

to remove him from the 

submerged vehicle and 

began CPR until EMS 

personnel arrived.  He could 

not be revived.  The county 

dive team verified no one 

else was in the car, that was 

removed a few hours later.   

A federal judge ordered 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Corrections to make 

changes at the state’s 



troubled youth prison.  U.S. 

District Judge James 

Peterson ordered the DOC 

to curtail use of solitary 

confinement, pepper spray 

and restraints at Lincoln 

Hills-Copper Lake near Irma.  

Peterson ruled those 

practices are 

unconstitutional as 

practiced at the facility.  “I 

think we should we give 

them a chance, but they’re 

not going to be able to do 

it alone. They’re going to 

need some real serious 

assistance in running that 

place,” said Larry Dupuis, 

Legal Director for the ACLU 

of Wisconsin, which brought 

suit on behalf of youth 

inmates.   Dupuis said the 

ACLU will meet with 

Corrections officials next 

week, as Peterson gave 

both sides two weeks to 

develop plans for 

implementing substantial 

changes at the youth 



prison, which has been 

subject of a two year-long 

federal investigation over 

alleged abuse of inmates 

at the hands of DOC staff.   

DOC officials did not 

comment after the ruling. 

An agency spokesman said 

“DOC has consistently 

worked to identify and 

implement substantial 

reforms”. 

 

 
Senator Ron Johnson 
speaks out about current 
proposed health bill News 6/26/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

says there's no way his 

colleagues should vote this 

week on the G-O-P's version 

of the Obamacare 

replacement package.  On 

N-B-C's "Meet the Press" 

yesterday, the Wisconsin 

Republican says some parts 

of the package would 

improve the nation's health 

care system -- but it won't 

accomplish his party's 

promise to lower health 

costs.  Also, Johnson 

agreed with some 



Republicans who say 

people with preexisting 

health conditions should 

pay more for their insurance 

-- and he compared those 

people to cars that have 

been in traffic accidents.  

Assuming all Democrats 

vote no, Republicans can 

only have two defectors 

and still pass the G-O-P 

package -- and the party 

already has at least four no 

voters on record. 

Wisconsin is losing state 

government employees at 

the highest rate in more ten 

years.  Almost four-

thousand state employees 

outside the U-W System left 

in 2016 and that's eleven-

percent more than the 

previous year and twice as 

many as in 2010.  Reports 

say more public servants 

are leaving for better jobs in 

the private sector, or they're 

among the growing 

numbers of baby boomers 



retiring. Almost 40-percent 

of state personal health 

care workers quit last year -- 

and Governor Scott Walker 

proposed an extra 40-

million dollars in wages for 

those employees in his new 

state budget package, 

while other public workers 

would get two-percent 

annual pay hikes, the most 

in years.  State employees 

have seen their pay go up 

by just seven-and-one-half 

percent since 2006, well 

below the 19-percent 

inflation rate for that period. 
 

 
Former Packer Ahman 
Green arrested News 6/27/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Former Packers' running 

back Ahman Green is free 

on a signature bond after 

he was charged yesterday 

with felony child abuse and 

misdemeanor disorderly 

conduct.  The 40-year-old 

Green is accused of 

pushing his 15-year-old 

daughter and striking her in 

the head Sunday night at 

his home near Green Bay -- 



and according to 

prosecutors, the two got 

into a day long argument 

about not cleaning dishes 

as he expected her to do 

to get an allowance.  A 

public defender appeared 

at Green's first court 

appearance on video from 

the Brown County Jail, and 

he called the incident a 

"constitutional issue" of 

parental rights.  He's due 

back in court July eleventh.  

Proposed cuts to Amtrak's 

budget by the Trump 

administration may affect 

service in Tomah and La 

Crosse.  Demonstrators 

gathered to protest against 

the cuts at the old Wausau 

Train Depot over the 

weekend.  The cuts would 

mean the loss of the train 

known as the Empire 

Builder, which passes 

through Wisconsin on the 

way to Chicago and 

Seattle. 



Wausau residents got a look 

at two potential plans for 

the second phase of the 

Thomas Street construction 

last night.  Officials say the 

area needs to expand to 

accommodate growing 

traffic and that may mean 

affecting homes and 

businesses.  City planners 

will present both proposals 

to the city council next 

month with the hope of 

breaking ground in 2019.   

All 72 Wisconsin counties 

saw decreases in 

unemployment rates from 

last year.  Preliminary data 

shows the overall rate of 

3.1% is the seventh lowest in 

the nation. 

 

 
State officials still looking for 
missing women News 6/27/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

says the new Congressional 

Budget Office report will 

help him decide how he'll 

vote on his party's 

replacement to 



Obamacare.  The C-B-O 

says if the Senate health bill 

becomes law, an 

additional 15 million 

Americans would be 

uninsured next year and 22 

million more by 2026 -- 

mainly because people 

would no longer be 

required to have coverage.  

Johnson says the report 

begins the process of "fully 

understanding" the bill and 

how it affects insurance 

markets.  Senate G-O-P 

supporters point to the C-B-

O's finding the bill would 

reduce spending by 321-

million dollars in nine years -- 

mainly due to federal 

funding limits for Medicaid 

and the end of expanded 

Medicaid from Barack 

Obama's Affordable Care 

Act.  Senate Democrat 

Tammy Baldwin of 

Wisconsin says the C-B-O 

report confirms the G-O-P 

plan makes families pay 



more for less -- and House 

Democrat Ron Kind of La 

Crosse says it's "just as bad 

for Wisconsinites" as the 

House package. 

Officers continue to look for 

two endangered Wisconsin 

women still missing as of this 

morning.  In Racine County, 

sheriff's deputies say 59-

year-old Lynn Rickard left 

her home in Kansasville 

early Sunday without the 

oxygen tank she needs -- 

and she could also be 

suffering from mental illness.  

In central Wisconsin, 46-

year-old Anna Ineichen of 

Marshfield was reported 

missing last Thursday.  Her 

empty vehicle was found 

early Friday at Wood 

County's Dexter Park south 

of Pittsville.  Marshfield 

Police say they've been 

checking leads, searching 

in neighborhoods and 

working with sheriff's 

deputies to try and find 



Ineichen. 
 

 
Man identified in Rib 
Mountain death News 6/28/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Eight months after Rusk 

County Sheriff's Deputy Dan 

Glaze was shot and killed 

while on duty, a trial date 

has been set for the man 

accused of pulling the 

trigger.  Judge Eugene 

Harrington ruled there is 

probable cause that Doug 

Nitek committed the felony.  

A two week trial is 

scheduled to start on 

December 11.  Nitek faces 

31 criminal charges for the 

October 29th murder.  

The man who died after 

running his car into a pond 

Sunday night in Rib 

Mountain was identified as 

Richard Rademaker.  The 

74-year old Wausau man 

was pulled out by 

bystanders but was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

Four people were arrested 



in three separate drug 

arrests Monday in Marathon 

County and one man died 

from an apparent overdose 

of methamphetamine.  The 

sheriff’s department large 

amounts of the drug were 

seized along with cocaine, 

marijuana and weapons.   

As the clock ticks down on 

the end of the state’s fiscal 

year, lawmakers remain 

divided on how to finish up 

work on the state budget.  

Talks between the Senate 

and Assembly resumed 

yesterday morning but 

ended 40-minutes later.  

The decision to walk away 

stems from a continued 

disagreement between the 

chambers about how to 

handle portions of the 

budget – primarily 

transportation funding.  The 

state’s fiscal year ends 

Friday and lawmakers are 

supposed to have a 



budget signed by then. 

However, state government 

does continue to operate if 

that deadline has been 

passed.  Lawmakers in both 

chambers maintained 

confidence they will reach 

an agreement before the 

lack of a budget becomes 

an issue. 

 

 
Renovation continues on 
Howard Young medical 
center News 6/28/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

The second of a multi-

phase renovation project at 

the Howard Young Medical 

Center in Woodruff begins 

next month.  Work on 

outpatient service areas 

begins July 10th.  Redesign 

and renovation of the 

emergency department is 

set for after Labor Day.  This 

work represents an 

investment of five million 

dollars by Ascension, 

operators of the facility.  

The first phase, consisting 

mostly of road and access 

improvements was finished 

this spring.   



 

Wisconsin cranberry 

growers are making the 

most of their limited 

production space.  The U-S-

D-A confirmed record yields 

for last year that averaged 

288 bushels-an-acre, more 

than 50 barrels higher than 

the previous year.  

Wisconsin is far and away 

the national leader in 

cranberry production, 

making almost two thirds of 

the country's total product -

- almost twice as much as 

second place 

Massachusetts.  The final 

numbers show Wisconsin 

made 26-percent more 

cranberries in 2016 than the 

previous year, for a total of 

six-point-one million barrels 

from 21-thousand acres.  

Net prices received by 

cranberry growers held 

steady from 2015 at 29-

dollars and 20-cents a 

barrel. 



 

Schneider Trucking family 

member Nicole Schneider 

will not run for the U-S 

Senate next year.  She 

considered a Republican 

challenge to Senate 

Democrat Tammy Baldwin -

- but media reports say it 

would have left no time to 

be a mother to her four 

children. Schneider had the 

potential to pay for her own 

campaign, after her family's 

Green Bay trucking 

company was expected to 

net 230-million dollars from 

an initial public stock 

offering earlier this year.  

Her withdrawal from the 

race still leaves several 

possible Republican 

hopefuls.  
 

 
Severe storms happen 
around the state yesterday News 6/29/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Severe storms yesterday 

afternoon spawned at least 

one tornado that injured a 

person in western Wisconsin 

and damaged dozens of 

buildings.  Pierce County 



authorities said a man was 

in a barn when the building 

collapsed around 4:30 

between Ellsworth and 

Spring Valley.  Tornado 

watches were posted as far 

east as Price County into 

the early evening.   

Marshfield police found the 

body of a woman missing 

since last Thursday.  46-year 

old Anna In/oo/chen was 

discovered in the Yellow 

River near Dexterville.  She 

was last seen at her 

Marshfield home a week 

ago and her car found 

early the next day just south 

of Pittsville.  The preliminary 

cause of death was 

determined to be 

drowning.    

A day after a brief and 

contentious meeting, 

Republican leaders in the 

Legislature were more 

upbeat about where 

budget talks stand now.  

Senate Republican leaders 



emerged from a closed 

door meeting with 

Governor Scott Walker 

yesterday morning 

seemingly more optimistic 

about the direction talks 

are moving in, saying 

they’re back on track.  The 

more positive outlook came 

just a day after budget talks 

between the two chambers 

broke off, with Assembly 

and Senate leaders 

accusing the other of being 

unwilling to negotiate on 

outstanding issues in the 

budget – primarily 

transportation funding.  The 

state’s fiscal year ends 

tomorrow, but leaders from 

both chambers have said 

it’s unlikely a budget will 

pass until sometime next 

month. 

Democratic state Senator 

Kathleen Vinehout filed 

paperwork to officially form 

a campaign committee, 



although she has not yet 

announced plans to 

challenge Republican 

Governor Scott Walker in 

2018.  

 

 
State republicans debating a 
plan to replace Obamacare News 6/29/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

As U-S Senate Republicans 

try to replace Obamacare, 

less than three of every ten 

Wisconsin voters favor that 

approach.  A new 

Marquette Law School poll 

shows only 28-percent favor 

the "repeal and replace" 

strategy -- and just 63-

percent of G-O-P voters go 

along with that.  Yesterday, 

President Donald Trump 

said Senate Democratic 

Minority Leader Chuck 

Schumer was not a "serious 

person" for suggesting that 

Trump meet with all 100 

senators to find a solution 

both parties can accept.  

The Senate delayed a vote 

on the Obamacare repeal 

until after the July Fourth 

recess, as Republicans do 



not have enough votes to 

approve the package 

themselves. 

 

Three tornadoes were 

reported on a stormy 

Wednesday in Wisconsin.  

Pierce County emergency 

officials said one person 

was injured inside a barn 

that partially collapsed 

near Ellsworth when a 

tornado hit it about 4:30 p-.  

Dozens of buildings were 

damaged as the twister 

moved between Ellsworth 

and Spring Valley.  The 

National Weather Service 

says late day tornadoes 

also landed near Monticello 

in Green County, and near 

Siren in Burnett County.  

 

First responders in Boulder 

Junction are now equipped 

to save a pet’s life.  Invisible 

Fence of Northern 

Wisconsin donated four pet 

oxygen mask kits to the 



volunteer fire department.  

While numbers aren’t 

normally tracked, nearly 

150,000 pets perish in fires, 

adding to the trauma for 

pet owners and families.  

The donation is part of 

Invisible 

Fence® Brand’s Project 

Breathe™ program, 

established with the goal of 

equipping every fire station 

in America and Canada 

with pet oxygen masks.   
 

 
Obamacare taxes might stay 
in GOP health plan News 6/30/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

now says some 

Obamacare taxes might 

stay in the G-O-P's health 

care package.  The 

Wisconsin Republican 

spilled the beans when a 

caller in his telephone town 

hall meeting said the 

Senate bill would give a 

"massive tax cut for the 

affluent." That's a key 

criticism from Democrats.  

Johnson answered the 

caller by saying at least a 



couple of taxes in the 

Affordable Care Act could 

stay, the most likely being a 

surtax on investments that 

exceed 250-thousand 

dollars for couples.  Johnson 

also said a payroll tax might 

stay for those same higher 

income individuals, with the 

money going into the 

Medicare trust fund.  

Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell says his fellow 

Republicans would try to 

negotiate items that would 

provide the votes needed 

to pass the Obamacare 

replacement bill soon after 

the July 4th congressional 

recess. 

Officials in Plover are not 

saying what they’re looking 

for but for several days 

police have been combing 

through a Wisconsin Rapids 

landfill.  Police Chief Dan 

Ault did say it’s connected 

to the disappearance of 

Krista Sypher who was last 



seen March 13th.   

With an extended holiday 

weekend and more 

pleasant weather forecast, 

officials urge people to use 

caution when on the water.  

Ponds, lakes and especially 

rivers are at capacity and 

the high water and rapid 

currents can quickly turn to 

tragedy if people are not 

aware of their surroundings.  

Law enforcement stresses 

letting people know where 

you’re going, wear life 

jackets in moving boats 

and don’t drink and 

operate a craft on the 

water.   
 

 
Four tornado’s confirmed as 
part of state storms on 
Wednesday News 6/30/17 1230,530p 1:30 

Four tornadoes were 

confirmed as part of 

Wednesday's storms across 

Wisconsin, one more twister 

than first reported.  

Damage surveys revealed 

a second tornado near 

Monticello in Green County, 

both rated "E-F Ones" with 

speeds of 100 miles-an-



hour.  One of the tornados 

stayed on the ground for 

about two miles -- and the 

second for one half mile. 

The National Weather 

Service also confirmed 

previously reported 

tornadoes near Ellsworth in 

Pierce County, and near 

Siren in Burnett.   

The U-S House joins the 

president in cracking down 

on sanctuary cities. All four 

voting Wisconsin 

Republicans helped their G-

O-P colleagues pass a bill 

Thursday to expand cities' 

requirements to enforce 

immigration laws, and take 

away federal funds if they 

don't. That bill passed 228-

195, and the House also 

voted to increase penalties 

for those illegally entering 

the U-S after being 

deported, with Speaker 

Paul Ryan of Janesville 

saying that sanctuary cities 

"put lives at risk." 



Former lottery security 

director Eddie Tipton has 

again admitted rigging 

lotto jackpots that illegally 

netted two-million dollars in 

winnings. Fifty-four-year-old 

Eddie Tipton pleaded guilty 

in Des Moines, Iowa 

Thursday to a felony count 

of ongoing criminal 

conduct -- after he was 

convicted in Wisconsin this 

month on two other 

charges for fudging 

computer data that got 

him 783-thousand dollars in 

the state Megabucks 

game. The case was 

spurred by questions about 

a 16-million dollar Hot Lotto 

jackpot in Iowa in 2010 -- 

and he told the Iowa judge 

he rigged the jackpots to 

see if he could do it.  

Prosecutors recommend a 

combined 25 year prison 

term. 
 

 
Interview Phone 6/21/17 835a 3 minutes 

Talked to Al Hanley about a boat show in 
Minocqua as it benefits local MS groups 



 

 

 


