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Missing person in Ashland News 10/2/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Thursday afternoon the 

Ashland County Sheriff’s 

Department put out a 

missing person alert for 39-

year old Shane Cadotte of 

Odanah, who’d been 

missing since the previous 

week.  His body was found 

near a trailer in the Town of 

Sanborn and the death is 

considered a homicide.   

Twenty people are dead 

and more than 100 are 

injured following a mass 

shooting last night at a 

country music festival in Las 

Vegas near Mandalay Bay 

Casino.   The shooting 

erupted during Jason 

Aldean's set at the Route 91 

Harvest Festival, a three-

day event which featured 

https://twitter.com/davidsakach/status/914730995147870208
https://twitter.com/davidsakach/status/914730995147870208
http://rt91harvest.com/
http://rt91harvest.com/


major stars including Jake 

Owen, Eric Church, Sam 

Hunt, Maren 

Morris and Brothers 

Osborne and Lauren 

Alaina.  More than a dozen 

people are in critical 

condition.  Concert-goers 

reported seeing muzzle 

flashes from the upper floor 

of the hotel as the concert 

was coming to a close. 

 

A Wisconsin Senate 

committee is scheduled to 

vote on a bill Wednesday 

lifting a moratorium on 

sulfide mining in the state.  

The chairman of the Senate 

Committee on Sporting 

Heritage, Senator Tom 

Tiffany of Hazelhurst, is the 

chief author of the 

legislation.  The existing bill 

has been in place for 

almost 20 years.  Tiffany 

says mining could help 

northern Wisconsin's 

sluggish economy with 



much-needed jobs.  If the 

committee approves the 

legislation, it would move 

on to a vote by the full 

Senate. 

Nine Wisconsin schools are 

among 342 honored in the 

National Blue Ribbon 

Schools program.  All were 

chosen for their academic 

excellence, or progress in 

improving student 

achievements -- including 

Robinson of Laona, and the 

Phillips elementary schools. 
 

  
Tomahawk firefighters 
dispatched to structure fire News 10/2/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Tomahawk and Nokomis 

firefighters were dispatched 

to a structure fire early 

yesterday morning in the 

town of Bradley.  A 911 call 

shortly after 3;00 reported 

the blaze on Rapel Road.  

When Lincoln County 

deputies arrived the back 

of the home was already 

covered in flames.  The 

building was destroyed and 

no one was injured. 

A 21-year-old woman killed 



in an all terrain vehicle 

crash in Florence County 

has been identified as 

Elizabeth Helm.  Florence 

County sheriff's deputies say 

she was driving the A-T-V 

when it struck a tree near 

Long Lake on Friday night.  

Deputies say speed, 

alcohol, and the driver's 

inexperience were all 

factors in the mishap. 

Northern Wisconsin loggers 

are the latest to help 

hurricane victims in Florida 

and South Texas.  Harry 

Schienebeck, who heads 

the Great Lakes Timber 

Professionals Association in 

Rhinelander, says dozens of 

trucks will lift, load, and haul 

hurricane debris away.  He 

says the timber group has 

members working now 

where Hurricanes Harvey 

and Irma left their marks -- 

and they'll have tons of 

debris to remove before 

coming back to Wisconsin 



sometime next spring. 

Schienebeck says he knows 

of around 50 trucks from his 

member companies that 

have been sent to clean 

things up. 

A flash flood watch is in 

effect for far northwest 

Wisconsin tonight into 

Tuesday.   Another 1-3 

inches of rain are possible 

from late afternoon into 

tomorrow after heavy rains 

last night.  The national 

weather service urges 

motorists to be careful for 

possible road washouts.  

The Wisconsin counties of 

Douglas and Burnett are 

included in the flood 

watch.  

 

  
Rhinelander man back in 
court News 10/3/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Rhinelander man is back 

in court Thursday, facing 

two felony counts of sexual 

assault of a child.  24-year 

old Michael Chagnon is 

charged after allegedly 

having sex with a 14-year 



old girl numerous times.  

Police say he was the 

manager of a local business 

and hired the girl.  The 

complaint was filed last 

Thursday and Chagnon is in 

jail on a $5000 bond.   

 

Another Democrat is 

seeking the Wisconsin 

Statehouse.  Bob Harlow of 

Barneveld is the latest 

candidate for Governor 

and says it’s important to 

get involved in the political 

process now.  A recent 

graduate of Stanford 

University, Harlow says his 

top issues include 

healthcare, increases in the 

minimum wage and 

affordable college. 

 

Lawmakers in Madison are 

searching for support of a 

bill eliminating any state air 

pollution rules that go 

beyond federal regulation.  

More than 300 air pollutants 



are regulated now and less 

than a third of them are 

actually emitted according 

to sponsors in the House 

and Senate.  They say 

current regulations are 

overly burdensome on 

businesses.   

 

Wausau’s Parks and 

Recreation Committee 

approved a plan to ban 

tobacco from city parks, 

citing second hand smoke 

dangers and littering as 

concerns.  Smoking is 

already prohibited on the 

400 Block downtown.  The 

City Council will have the 

final say this month. 

 

Flash flood watches 

continue this morning for 

Burnett and Douglas 

Counties as heavy rains 

push across the northwest.  

A long line of storms are 

moving across into 

northeast Minnesota with 



intense rainfall and lowland 

flooding and washouts 

remain a threat. 
 

  
Search for missing 
Northwest Wis. Man is back 
on News 10/3/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 In the wake of the Equifax 

data breach, state 

lawmakers of both parties 

propose a bill to end a fee 

to place or remove freezes 

on personal credit reports.  

Senate Republican Patrick 

Testin of Stevens Point says it 

does not make sense to 

charge people to be "in 

control of their own 

information and their own 

data."  The Federal Trade 

Commission says credit 

freezes stop all access by 

potential lenders to your 

credit report -- a common 

step for victims of identity 

theft.  They can also order 

free fraud alerts, in which 

creditors must verify your 

identity before they can 

see your report.  Testin says 

the fee is only about ten 

dollars for a credit freeze, 

but it adds up when it's 



given twice to each of the 

three major credit bureaus -

- and the F-T-C website says 

some states charge the 

fees, but it does not say 

how many. 

The search for a northwest 

Wisconsin man missing 

since last Thursday resumed 

today. Rescuers and 

volunteers spent their 

yesterday looking for 52-

year-old Fred Loustari of the 

town of Cloverland near 

Maple in Douglas County.  

Officials believe his last 

known contact was when 

he called his wife from his 

home.  His car was later 

found on land owned by 

the family in Cloverland.  

Three Rhinelander High 

School programs benefitted 

from a donation.  AmeriGas 

Propane gave $750, raised 

from gas cylinder sales 

during their customer 

appreciation sale, taking 

half of every sale to boost 



the funds.  The FBLA/DECA 

Club, dance team and 

Hodags Care Program will 

benefit from the donation.   
 

  
Deer has tested positive for 
Chronic Wasting desease News 10/4/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A white-tailed deer from a 

hunting ranch in Shawano 

County has tested positive 

for chronic wasting disease.  

The buck is one of about 

245 animals reported to be 

on the ranch.  State officials 

quarantined the herd and 

its breeding farm in 

Waupaca County which 

allows movement between 

the two.  Hunting will still be 

allowed at the Wilderness 

Game Farm because 

properly handled dead 

animals leaving the facility 

do not pose a disease risk. 

Northcentral Technical 

College campuses in 

Antigo, Phillips and Wausau 

play host to the Heavy 

Metal Tour today, one of 

the largest coordinated 

manufacturing tours for 

students in the nation.  



More than 1500 eighth 

graders from 20 area 

schools will learn about 

careers in manufacturing.  

The regional effort is a 

collaboration between 

Chambers of Commerce, 

technical colleges, the 

North Central Wisconsin 

Workforce Development 

Board and the Central 

Wisconsin Metal 

Manufacturers Alliance.   

The Northwoods United 

Way kicked off its fall 

fundraising campaign 

yesterday with a goal of 

raising $165,000, $5000 

more than last year.  The 

agency serves 27 human 

service agencies across 

Oneida, Vilas and Forest 

counties.  More than 

$400,000 has been raised 

the last three years for local 

agencies.   

State officials plan to 

announce the location for 

the new Foxconn 



technology plant this 

morning.  A ceremony is set 

unveil the site at the event 

in Sturtevant.  The massive 

facility may invest $10-billion 

in the state and employ up 

the 13,000 people.  

Contracts with company 

are still being finalized while 

critics maintain they have a 

checkered past dealing 

with development. 
 

  
Few changes in tribal 
elections at LacDuFlambeau News 10/4/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 We won't know until next 

year whether Wisconsin 

Republicans acted illegally 

in drawing districts that 

assured G-O-P legislative 

majorities. But we do know 

the nation's Supreme Court 

justices have deep 

concerns on both sides.  

And they expressed them 

yesterday during oral 

arguments on the state's 

appeal of a lower court 

ruling that found the G-O-

P's 2011 redistricting 

unconstitutional.  Justice 

Ruth Bader Ginsberg said 



people lose their incentives 

to vote if legislative maps 

are stacked for one party, 

because the results would 

be "preordained."  But Chief 

Justice John Roberts said 

redistricting is part of the 

legislative process of a 

democracy, and the nation 

would lose that if more 

cases got thrown into the 

courts. 

There were few changes in 

the tribal elections in Lac 

du Flambeau yesterday as 

incumbents Dee Allen, Eric 

Chapman, Sr., Alice Soulier 

and George Thompson 

were re-elected to the 

tribal council.  Jamie Ann 

Allen is back in the 

secretary position and 

Gloria Cobb won the 

treasurer’s race.  All will be 

sworn in Monday. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Department is looking for 

information in their 

investigation into a pair of 



vandalism complaints.  Two 

residential windows were 

shot out using a pellet or BB 

gun and it’s not known if 

the two incidents are 

related.  Officials ask 

anyone with information to 

contact the sheriff’s 

department. 

Technology giant Foxconn 

will build its new 10-billion 

electronics plant in Mount 

Pleasant in Racine County.  

Company officials have 

been talking for months 

with local leaders about a 

site close to Interstate 94.  

They’ve also hired the first 

of an estimated 13,000 

workers this week. 
 

  
State gun laws back under 
the microscope News 10/5/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The state’s Sporting 

Heritage, Mining and 

Forestry Committee 

yesterday passed a bill 

ending Wisconsin’s so-

called moratorium on 

sulfide mining.  The partisan 

vote had Democrats saying 

it’s not about jobs, it’s 



about making sure there’s 

an environment that can 

be passed onto the next 

generation.  They predict 

no Democratic support 

when the measure reaches 

the Senate.  Under the 1998 

law, a mining company 

must prove a mine can 

operate for 10 years and be 

closed another decade 

with polluting ground or 

surface waters.  Senator 

Tom Tiffany, who authored 

the measure said this is all 

part of the rebirth of 

manufacturing in the state.   

In the wake of the Las 

Vegas shootings, frustrated 

Democrats in the state 

Assembly are calling for 

action on bills they say will 

help prevent gun violence. 

At a news conference, 

lawmakers were joined by 

Jerry Bonavia of WAVE — 

Wisconsin Anti-Violence 

Effort, who said there are 



no conversations about 

gun violence because 

Washington won’t have 

them.  Bills to require 

universal background 

checks for all weapons 

purchases in Wisconsin and 

another requiring a 48 hour 

waiting period on handgun 

purchases, have never 

received a public hearing.   

Rib Mountain’s new Hilton 

Garden Inn is now open.  

Replacing the old Howard 

Johnson’s, just off Hwy 51, 

the facility will employ 35 

people and adds 108 

upscale rooms, large 

conference center, pool, 

gym and a restaurant and 

bar.   

Officials with Micon 

Cinemas meets with the 

owners of the Wausau 

Center Mall this morning to 

discuss disagreements and 

delays on the theater work 



that was supposed to begin 

this spring.   

 

  
A man found dead is body of 
missing man News 10/5/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A man found dead in far 

northwest Wisconsin has 

been identified as a man 

missing since last Thursday.  

Douglas County sheriff's 

deputies say 52-year-old 

Fred Luostari might have 

been disoriented as he tried 

walking home in a wooded 

area, after his car got stuck 

on a muddy site that his 

family owned.  Luostari was 

the subject of an intense 

search earlier this week.  His 

body was found about a 

half mile from his home in 

the town of Cloverland 

near Maple.  Officials are 

still waiting for autopsy 

results to see how he died, 

but foul play is not 

suspected. 

Wisconsin Assembly 

Democrats want action on 

what they call "common 



sense gun safety bills" in the 

wake of the Las Vegas 

shootings.  Madison 

lawmakers Chris Taylor and 

Melissa Sargent called on 

the G-O-P majority to hold 

hearings on bills they say 

most people support -- 

universal background 

checks for all gun 

purchases, and a 48 hour 

waiting period before a 

buyer an obtain a gun.  

Madison Assembly 

Democrat Terese Berceau 

says G-O-P leaders in 

Washington refuse to do 

anything about gun control 

and her party is not even 

allowed to debate it.  

Republican U-S House 

Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville says mental 

health reform is the answer 

to prevent mass shootings 

in the future. 

After more than 30 years in 

law enforcement, the last 

nine as Chief of the Everest 



Metro Police Department, 

Wally Sparks is retiring.  He 

leaves March 3rd for the 

Dominican Republic on a 

mission trip then plans 

family time and a look at 

local politics.   
 

  
An alert system to help out 
with missing veterans  News 10/6/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Legislation is forming to 

create an alert system 

when veterans are reported 

missing.  Figures from the 

Department of Veterans 

Affairs show 20 vets commit 

suicide every day.  And 

while they make up less 

than 9% of the population, 

they account for nearly 20% 

of all suicides in America.  

The proposal for a Green 

Alert would be similar to the 

state’s Amber and Silver 

alerts.  The bill is supported 

by the Military Order of the 

Purple Heart and VFW. 

A new study shows 

Wisconsin remains one of 

the top states for deer 

collisions.  State Farm's 2017 

deer-collision study shows 



Wisconsin drivers have a 1-

in-72 chance of hitting a 

deer, elk or moose.  The 

data is based on insurance 

claims.  Drivers in West 

Virginia are at the greatest 

risk with a 1-in-43 chance of 

hitting a deer with their 

cars. Wisconsin is fifth on the 

list behind West Virginia, 

Montana, Pennsylvania 

and Iowa.  

A Merrill native is among 

those wounded at Sunday’s 

shooting rampage in Las 

Vegas.  Now living in 

Nevada, 24-year old 

Maggie Lange was 

attending the concert with 

a group of friends when she 

was struck in the back while 

crouching down as the 

shots were fired into the 

crowd.  She was treated 

and released from the 

hospital with the bullet still 

inside, meaning future 

surgery.   

The Wisconsin River Pro 



Rodeo in Merrill has been 

nationally honored.  The 

Lincoln County Rodeo 

Association was awarded 

as Small Committee of the 

Year by the Women’s 

Professional Rodeo 

Association from among 

467 events across the 

country.   
 

  
State lawmakers to discuss 
bump stocks News 10/6/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Three state Assembly 

Democrats have proposed 

a ban on "bump stocks," 

which the Las Vegas 

shooter used to turn semi-

automatic rifles into fully 

automatic weapons.  

Madison Representatives 

Lisa Subeck, Chris Taylor, 

and Terese Berceau 

introduced a bill to ban the 

sale, possession, and use of 

bump stocks in Wisconsin -- 

similar to a ban 

congressional Democrats 

have proposed at the 

national level. Semi-

automatic weapons are 

legal but fully automatic 



ones are not. Subeck says it 

makes no sense to ban 

automatic guns if the bump 

stocks remain legal.  U-S 

House Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville says Congress 

needs to look into it, and U-

S Senate Republican Ron 

Johnson of Wisconsin says 

he has no problem banning 

bump stocks.  

The University of Wisconsin is 

about to make some big 

changes in the ways it hires 

top leaders.  At a meeting 

yesterday, the Board of 

Regents ratified a 

Republican state budget 

requirement to consider 

non-academic personnel 

for the system's president 

and campus chancellors 

and vice chancellors when 

those posts open up.  State 

public school 

Superintendent Tony Evers 

was the only Regent to vote 

against the change, calling 

it a "solution in search of a 



problem."  

The city of Rhinelander is 

spending $10,000 to find 

out why it’s losing a million 

at the Northwood Golf 

Course.  They’ve retained a 

consulting firm to examine 

ways to profitability or if the 

sale of the city-owned 

course in an option.  The 

Rhinelander Golf 

Committee meets 

November 7th for the results 

of the studies done by 

Green Golf Partners.   
 

  
Gleason man dies in car 
crash News 10/9/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 62-year old Gleason man 

died in a Lincoln County 

crash yesterday morning.  

Investigators say he was 

northbound on Hwy 17 

about 11:30 when the 

vehicle left the road near 

old hwy 17 in the Town of 

Schley, struck a driveway 

embankment and rolled.  

He was not wearing a 

seatbelt and was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.  The accident 



closed the highway for 

about two hours.   

Wisconsin counties affected 

by the severe storms of late 

July have been approved 

for federal disaster 

assistance.  President Trump 

signed the declaration 

Saturday allowing for 

emergency funding for 

Buffalo, Crawford, Grant, 

Iowa, Jackson, La Crosse, 

Lafayette, Monroe, 

Richland, Trempealeau, 

and Vernon counties.  

Damage estimates were 

put at more than $15-million 

due to the high winds, 

flooding, landslides and 

mudslides that destroyed 

roads, bridges, dams and 

other structures.   

The National Rifle 

Association surprised many 

last week, seemingly 

embracing possible 

restrictions on bump stocks, 

the device used by the Las 

Vegas gunman to convert 



a semi-automatic weapon 

into a rapid fire gun.  That 

was until yesterday when 

the powerful lobby came 

out opposed to an outright 

ban saying it’s the Bureau 

of Alcohol, Tobacco, 

Firearms and Explosive to 

regulate the use, not 

Congress.   

The Sokaogon Chippewa 

band in Mole Lake held a 

primary election over the 

weekend.  James Polar, Sr 

will challenge incumbent 

councilman Velmu Landru 

and incumbent Carson 

Ackley will face Clinton Fox 

in the general election 

November 7th.   

And in sports, with just over 

a minute left in the game, 

Aaron Rogers engineered a 

75-yard drive as Green Bay 

beat Dallas 35-31.   

 

  
Gleason man involved in car 
crash identified News 10/9/.17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The 62-year old Gleason 

man killed in a car crash 

yesterday has been 



identified as Jeffery Hill.  He 

died when his car left Hwy 

17, entered the ditch and 

rolled.  He wasn’t wearing a 

seatbelt and was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene late yesterday 

morning. 

The Wisconsin Charter 

School program picked up 

a $95-million grant from the 

US Department of 

Education.  The funds will 

support the growth of high 

quality charters, especially 

secondary schools serving 

educationally 

disadvantaged students.  

The state has 234 charter 

schools enrolling more than 

44,000 students.   

Wisconsin has recorded two 

human deaths from the 

West Nile virus.  That 

includes both confirmed 

and probable cases, and 

the state's latest report says 

nine people statewide 

have been hospitalized 



from the mosquito borne 

virus.  The state's latest 

weekly update, issued last 

Wednesday, said there 

have been four confirmed 

and eight probable West 

Nile cases in Calumet, 

Oconto, Brown, Fond du 

Lac, Wood, Juneau, 

Buffalo, Dane, Rock, and 

Racine counties.  Birds and 

horses are normally 

infected with West Nile in 

late spring and early 

summer -- and humans 

usually start to be infected 

in August. 

Governor Scott Walker 

agrees Wisconsin should 

have clear rules how law 

enforcement deals with the 

public release of body 

camera footage.  The 

Republican Walker says 

people should be able to 

see what police agencies 

and criminals are doing.  

But he says it's also "realistic 

to assess" whether people 



who appear in the videos 

should have their faces or 

images released if they had 

nothing to do with a crime.   
 

  
Candidate announced to run 
for sheriff News 10/10/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 22-year veteran of the 

Oneida County Sheriff’s 

department, Greg Gardner 

announced his candidacy 

to run for Sheriff.  A Sugar 

Camp native, Gardner’s 

worked as a deputy, 

detective sergeant and 

currently a sergeant.  He’s 

also the Rhinelander School 

District liaison and resource 

officer at the high school.  

Incumbent Sheriff Grady 

Hartman has yet to say 

whether he’ll seek re-

election.   

The Rhinelander City 

Council last night gave the 

go ahead for a new Pizza 

Ranch restaurant.  The 

franchise will be next to the 

Kwik Trip on Eisenhower 

Parkway on the city’s east 

side and the owners hope 

to have it open next year, 



employing about 75 

people.   

Legislation banning so-

called “sanctuary cities” in 

Wisconsin will get a public 

hearing at the state 

Capitol.  The bill is set to go 

before the Senate’s Labor 

and Regulatory Reform 

Committee Thursday.  It 

would prohibit local 

governments from passing 

rules or resolutions that 

keep federal immigration 

laws from being enforced.  

A similar proposal was 

introduced last session, but 

failed after facing massive 

opposition by immigrant 

rights groups. 

Wisconsinites are seeing 

lower gasoline prices in the 

wake of Hurricane Harvey.  

The state's Triple "A" reports 

an average statewide price 

of two-dollars and 41-cents 

a gallon for regular 

unleaded. That's three 

http://www.wrn.com/2017/05/nass-seeking-cosponsors-for-sanctuary-cities-bill/


cents less than last Monday, 

and 13 and a half cents 

cheaper than one month 

ago at this time. Hurricane 

Harvey drove up gas prices 

throughout the country, 

after the storm knocked out 

oil refineries along the Gulf 

Coast. 

Northern Wisconsin’s 

growing season ends today 

with temperatures in the 20s 

in some locations. 
 

  
Injuries reported after bus 
accident in Rhinelander News 10/10/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Injuries were reported after 

an accident on Lincoln 

Street in Rhinelander 

involving a school bus this 

morning.  There were no 

students on the bus when 

the collision occurred 

shortly before 8:00.   

For the second time in four 

years, a federal judge in 

Madison ruled it's 

unconstitutional to give tax 

free housing allowances to 

clergy members.  Judge 

Barbara Crabb ruled in 

favor of Madison's Freedom 



from Religion Foundation, 

which said the federal tax 

break discriminates against 

secular persons.  Crabb 

issued the same ruling in 

2013 but the federal 

appeals court in Chicago 

later threw it out, saying the 

foundation was not directly 

affected and had no legal 

standing to file suit -- so in 

2015, the foundation asked 

the I-R-S for the tax benefit 

and was turned down, thus 

claiming the right to sue. 

Foundation co president 

Annie Laurie Gaylor 

expects her group to 

prevail on appeal.  

If a state lawmaker has his 

way, yesterday will have 

been the final Columbus 

Day in Wisconsin.  Assembly 

Democrat David Bowen 

spent part of his holiday at 

the Indian Community 

School in suburban 

Milwaukee, where students 

have been pushing to 



rename Columbus Day as 

"Indigenous Peoples' Day."  

Bowen said he would 

introduce a state bill to 

dump Christopher 

Columbus' name from a 

federal holiday that's been 

in place since 1937.  Critics 

say Columbus opened 

America to European 

domination when he 

discovered a place that 

Native Americans already 

called home. Bowen says 

Indigenous Peoples' Day 

would recognize Native 

Americans that Bowen says 

have given Wisconsin "such 

a rich history." 
 

  
Person in Vilas Co. has 
been identified with West 
Nile Virus News 10/11/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A person in Vilas County 

has been diagnosed with 

the West Nile Virus.  The 

County Health Department 

and state officials are 

advising people to 

continue to protect 

themselves against 

mosquito bites.  Those 

becoming ill experience 



headaches, fever and a 

rash and symptoms appear 

between three and 15 days 

of being bitten.  Two 

people have died this year 

from the virus.  This is the first 

confirms case in the North. 

One person died in a traffic 

accident near St. Germain 

last night.  The driver was 

southbound on Hwy 155, 

crossed the centerline 

leaving the road and hitting 

a tree around 6:30.  They 

were pronounced dead at 

the scene.  No other 

information is available.  

Another Democrat is joining 

the growing field of 

candidates for governor in 

Wisconsin.  Milwaukee 

attorney and former state 

Democratic Party chairman 

Matt Flynn announced his 

campaign in a video 

posted online yesterday.  In 

it, he says he's running for 

governor because he 

"can’t stand by and watch 



our democracy slowly 

destroyed."  Flynn criticizes 

Republican President 

Donald Trump for dividing 

the country, and Governor 

Scott Walker for trying to 

destroy the Wisconsin way. 

Industrial hemp could be 

grown again in Wisconsin.  

It would seek to legalize the 

production of industrial 

hemp, which has low levels 

of the main ingredient in 

marijuana, and permits 

would be issued by the 

state Ag Department.  The 

federal government 

banned the product in 

1970.  The current federal 

Farm Bill allows hemp 

research programs -- and 

at least 30 states are 

allowing the crop for that 

purpose. 
 

  
Lincoln Hills news News 10/11/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Leaders of a state 

corrections' internal affairs 

unit said it was shut down 

because they "found out 

too much" about abuses at 



Lincoln Hills, and it made 

the agency look bad.  The 

Office of Special 

Operations dug up alleged 

abuses of juvenile inmates 

by staffers, which led to an 

ongoing federal probe and 

a lawsuit that resulted in 

orders for the state to 

improve its procedures.  

A former southeast 

Wisconsin couple died in 

the northern California 

wildfires. 100-year-old 

Charles Rippey and his 98-

year-old wife Sara died 

together as rapidly moving 

flames roared through their 

home in Napa, near San 

Francisco.  Both went to the 

same elementary school in 

Hartford -- and they 

graduated from U-W 

Madison and later raised 

five children. Seventy-year-

old son Mike Rippey said his 

parents "couldn't be 

without each other" -- and 

they most likely would have 



wanted to die together if 

they had the choice. 

High water on Lake Superior 

is eroding shorelines.  

Wayne Jensen of 

Minneapolis saw a nearly 

100 square foot chunk of his 

vacation land in Bayfield 

County disappear into Lake 

Superior last month at Port 

Wing -- and it carried trees 

with it.  Significant rain over 

the last decade has 

caused Lake Superior to rise 

31 inches since 2007, to the 

point where it's only two 

inches below its record high 

water level set in the 1980s.  

Residents say more water 

needs to be released at 

gates on the Saint Marys 

River, but the flows are 

regulated by international 

rules -- and one more gate 

than last year is now o 

  
Mole Lake tribal members in 
court News 10/12/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Last June Mole Lake Tribal 

Chairman Chris McGeshick 

was accused of assaulting 

another tribal member, 



who filed charges.  

MeGeshick was in court 

yesterday facing false 

imprisonment and 

intimidation of a witness 

counts, both felonies and 

two misdemeanors of 

battery and disorderly 

conduct.  The accusations 

come following an 

altercation over returning a 

cell phone.  He’s back in 

court in mid-January.   

 

The Marathon County Court 

has the fourth highest 

caseload in the state 

according to a new judicial 

workload study.  The work 

goes well beyond the 

number of staff members 

and a recommendation for 

an additional judge is being 

discussed.  Five judges 

currently work cases and 

another one wouldn’t be 

added until 2019, pending 

state funding and 

additional commitments 



from the county board.   

 

A proposed restructuring 

plan calls for merging the 

University of Wisconsin 

System's two and four-year 

campuses.  The proposal 

from System President Ray 

Cross would integrate the 

UW Colleges campuses into 

its four-year institutions by 

the beginning of next July. 

Cross said the change is 

meant to address the 

state's demographic 

changes, budgetary 

constraints, and need for a 

closer alignment between 

the campuses.  The plan 

goes to the Board of 

Regents next month. 

 

Newbold and Crescent 

volunteer departments 

were dispatched to a 

home on Lake Mildred 

Road shortly before six last 

night.  A power line running 

to a breaker box in a 



garage was burning 

adjacent to a gas line in 

the building.  Flames were 

quickly extinguished and 

there’s no report of 

damage.   

 

And in sports, the Chicago 

Cubs were forced to a fifth 

game in their divisional 

series, falling to Washington 

5-0 last night. 
 

  
Foxconn worries some 
Racine residents News 10/12/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Dozens of homeowners in 

Racine County are worried 

about losing their land to 

Foxconn.  About 100 

concerned residents 

showed up last night at the 

first of three informational 

meetings about the new 

high tech screen plant -- 

and what it will mean to 

nearby residents. The 

village of Mount Pleasant 

expects to use its eminent 

domain powers to take 

home sites and smaller lots 

for the Foxconn project, 

and the law requires the 



village to pay fair market 

values.  But one woman 

noted that large farms are 

getting four times their 

market values, and she 

wanted to know if 

homeowners would get the 

same deal as some 

landowners have gotten 

offers of up to 50-thousand 

dollars an acre.  Village 

negotiator Peter Miesbauer 

couldn't answer the woman 

-- but he said both sides 

could have their own 

appraisals to try and seek 

final payments. 

The head of the nation's 

largest manufacturing 

trade group says the 

federal tax code needs an 

overhaul, and he believes 

we'll get it by the end of the 

year.  Jay Timmons of the 

National Association of 

Manufacturers was in 

Milwaukee for a panel 

discussion on President 

Donald Trump's proposal.  It 



would slash corporate tax 

rates, create larger 

standard deductions, and 

simplify the tax brackets.  

Timmons said it's been 30 

years since the tax code 

was revamped, and other 

countries have taken away 

America's competitive 

advantage by slashing 

taxes.  Trump told a rally in 

Pennsylvania yesterday the 

typical household would 

get a four-thousand dollar 

tax cut that would be 

spread across eight years. 
 
 

  
An assault on a female 
worker at Lincoln Hills is 
under investigation News 10/13/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 An assault on a female 

staff member at Lincoln Hills 

School in Irma is under 

investigation.  The Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s office 

reported the victim was 

hospitalized as a result of 

the injuries.  No other 

information is available.   

The victim of a fatal crash 

near St. Germain Tuesday 



night has been identified as 

17-year old Michael John of 

Eagle River.  He was killed 

when his vehicle left Hwy 

155 and struck a tree. 

Marathon County wood 

products have been 

quarantined after the 

discovery of the Emerald 

Ash Borer.  The Wisconsin 

Department of Agriculture, 

Trade and Consumer 

Protection reported finding 

infected trees on private 

property along the 

Wisconsin River in the town 

of Rib Mountain.  Under the 

quarantine order fire 

cannot be removed from 

the county and businesses 

handling wood products 

need to work with the 

agency to insure it’s pest 

free before shipping.   

Earlier this month, Everest 

Metro Police Chief Wally 

Sparks announced he’s 

retiring from the 

department he’s headed 



since 2009.  The police 

commission will fill the 

position next March with 

Captain Clay Schulz, who’s 

been on the force there 13 

years. 

Hundreds showed up at a 

public hearing yesterday 

over a bill to cut state funds 

for so-called sanctuary 

cities.  A similar bill last year 

was abandoned due to 

heavy opposition.  

Sanctuary cities are those 

that don't cooperate with 

federal immigration 

authorities. 

Trappers inadvertently 

capturing wolves are 

encouraged to contact the 

DNR to take part in 

Wisconsin’s wolf collaring 

and monitoring program.  

Voluntary participation 

helps the department and 

their work with many 

stakeholders and partners 

to monitor the state’s wolf 

population.   
 



  
State residents will pay more 
in Obamacare for next year News 10/13/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsinites on 

Obamacare will pay an 

average of 36-percent 

more to stay on the 

Affordable Care Act next 

year.  The state Insurance 

Commissioner's office says 

the increase reflects 

President Donald Trump's 

executive order yesterday 

cuting off federal subsidies 

to reduce copays and 

deductibles for those with 

low to moderate incomes.  

Clients will have fewer 

choices when they start 

signing up in November, as 

three insurers will leave the 

federal purchasing 

exchange -- Molina, 

Anthem, and Health 

Tradition.  That means at 

least 75-thousand people 

will have to find new 

carriers, more than one 

third of the 215-thousand 

people who bought 

coverage from the federal 

exchange this year.  



Democrats blame Trump for 

the premium hikes, while G-

O-P Governor Scott Walker 

blames Obamacare itself 

and the failure of the 

Republican Congress to 

replace it. 

 

If moving into a new house 

is in your future, you might 

want to save a little more 

money now.  Builders in 

Wisconsin say the 

hurricanes in the South and 

the wildfires in northern 

California are creating a 

massive demand for new 

housing -- and that's about 

to raise prices of building 

materials across the U-S.  

The price of new homes has 

jumped 6-8 percent in the 

past couple years, and 

even bigger increases are 

coming soon.  Contractors 

have already been warned 

by some of material 

suppliers to expect higher 

prices -- and the impact is 



expected to start within 12-

18 months.  

 

The Lac du Flambeau 

transit service will be closed 

tomorrow for all employees 

to attend a training session.  

The service will open again 

Monday for demand and 

regular routes.    
 

  
Elderly driver injured in 
weekend car accident News 10/16/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 An elderly driver was 

injured in a weekend car 

accident.  The woman was 

entering a corner on Pratt 

Junction in Pelican Lake 

when her car left the road 

around 12:30 and rolled 

onto the roof, pinning her 

inside.  She was hospitalized 

with minor injuries.   

 U-S House Speaker Paul 

Ryan of Janesville promises 

to get the money Puerto 

Rico needs to recover from 

Hurricane Maria.  Ryan 

toured the island in a 

helicopter and met with 

local officials and personnel 

from FEMA. Ryan said it was 



a "humanitarian disaster" -- 

and while he helped secure 

36-point-five billion dollars 

this week for all of this 

summer's major hurricanes, 

Ryan said he would work 

with Puerto Rican officials 

and President Donald 

Trump's administration for a 

longer term aid package.  

Ninety-percent of Puerto 

Rico is still without power, 

weeks after the storm went 

through -- and it's blamed 

for at least 45 deaths.  

Lac du Flambeau tribal 

members head to the polls 

this week for general 

elections.  The Thursday 

vote will determine four 

new council members with 

incumbents Alice Soulier, 

Dee Allen, Eric Chapman, Sr 

and George Thompson, 

whose terms expire will be 

challenged by Jerome 

Brooks BigJohn, Charles 

Burgess, Ruben 

Santiesteban and Charlene 



Theobald.  Secretary Jamie-

Ann Allen is opposed by 

Beverly LaBarge and 

Treasurer Melinda Young is 

facing Gloria Cobb.   

And in sports, Green Bay 

quarterback Aaron 

Rodgers’ broken collarbone 

could be worse than his last 

one four years ago.  He 

didn’t have an operation 

that time but tests today will 

determine if he’ll need 

surgery now and that would 

end his season.   
 

  
Aaron Rodgers injury News 10/16/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 In bars and living rooms 

throughout Wisconsin 

yesterday, Packer fans 

wondered about the 

team's future after 

quarterback Aaron Rodgers 

broke his right collarbone.  

Analysts say the two time 

M-V-P could be out for the 

year because the 

collarbone is tied to his 

throwing shoulder -- unlike 

in 2013, when Rodgers 

missed seven games after 



breaking the opposite 

collarbone.  Coach Mike 

McCarthy said he would go 

with backup Brett Hundley 

and practice squad player 

Joe Callahan, and not 

bring in an experienced Q-

B from the outside. 

Former Green Bay Packers' 

linebacker George Koonce 

was in Colby over the 

weekend, promoting his 

new book "Is There Life After 

Football; Surviving the N-F-L" 

-- and raising funds for a 

new Colby Public Library 

where a former school 

administration building used 

to be. The 49-year-old 

Koonce, who won a Super 

Bowl with Green Bay in the 

1996 season, says he drank 

too much and suffered 

from depression after he 

retired from the Packers in 

2000.  He and his wife Gina 

live in Fond du Lac, where 

he's a senior vice president 

at Marian University after he 



earned a P-H-D degree 

from Marquette. 

A Wisconsin lawmaker says 

it's getting harder to give 

away paper copies of state 

highway maps.  G-O-P 

Representative Scott Allen 

of Waukesha proposed a 

bill to nullify a 1979 law that 

each legislator get 500 

folded paper maps to give 

people -- along with 50 

laminated wall maps.  Allen 

says a lot of people use 

smartphones for their maps 

these.  The state would 

save about 20-thousand 

dollars. 
 

 
Coleman school closes after 
threat News 10/17/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Coleman school district 

cancelled classes 

yesterday and evacuated 

buildings after a 

threatening voicemail 

message.  Police are 

investigating and do not 

believe there’s any existing 

threat to students or staff.  

School is back in session 

today. 



A Wausau man pleads not 

guilty to sexual assault 

charges.  47-year old Shad 

Krause is charged with 

second degree sexual 

assault after allegedly 

making non-consenual 

contact with his 

unconscious girl friend.  

Police reports show both 

were intoxicated.  He’s 

back in Marathon County 

Court next week.   

Newbold’s Outdoor 

Recreation Committee has 

decided to postpone the 

opening of the new 

Rookery Run Disc Golf 

Course to next year.  

Committee Chair Pete 

Cody says there’s still 

fairway work and widening 

to finish before the course is 

ready to play.  Newly 

planted grass also needs 

more time.  The 1.4 mile 

hiking trail is open now and 

will be for snowshoeing this 

winter.  Volunteers and 



donations are still needed.    

Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker’s weighed in on the 

NFL protests during the 

national anthem.  He sent a 

letter to Commissioner 

Roger Goodell asking 

players to stop the practice 

of disrespecting the flag 

and veterans, calling it a 

“divisive political sideshow”.  

President Donald Trump has 

been pressuring owners to 

discipline players not 

standing for the national 

anthem.   

Packers quarterback Aaron 

Rodgers will likely miss the 

rest of the season, needing 

surgery on the collarbone 

he broke during the 

Minnesota game on 

Sunday.  Coach Mike 

McCarthy also said backup 

quarterback Brett Hundley 

is ready to go and QB Joe 

Callahan was promoted to 

active from the practice 

squad.   
 



 
Gov. Walker jumps into NFL 
national anthem controversy News 10/17/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker has 

jumped into the N-F-L's 

national anthem 

controversy, to the chagrin 

of some opposing 

Democrats.  League 

owners are meeting today 

to discuss what to do about 

the sitting and kneeling by 

certain players during the 

"Star Spangled Banner" 

before their games.  The 

Republican Walker said 

yesterday the league 

should order its players to 

stand for the anthem and 

fight domestic violence 

instead.  Several Democrats 

accused Walker of trying to 

score his own political 

points -- as Representative 

Melissa Sargent of Madison 

pointed out Walker never 

spoke up when video was 

shown of players like Ray 

Rice assaulting women.  

Walker said it's timely to 

focus on the problem 

during Domestic Violence 



Awareness Month.  The N-F-

L already has a major 

service effort during 

October -- its "Crucial 

Catch" campaign that 

encourage women to get 

tested during Breast Cancer 

Awareness Month. 

The head of Wisconsin's 

largest business group says 

the state's Number One 

industry should no longer be 

saluted on its license plates.  

Kurt Bauer of the Wisconsin 

Manufacturers and 

Commerce said the phrase 

"America's Dairyland" 

should be taken off the 

plates in favor of what he 

called something more 

contemporary -- like 

"Forward."  Bauer says the 

license plates should reflect 

where the job openings are 

-- and he says more of 

them are in manufacturing, 

especially with Foxconn on 

the way.  Wisconsin has 

had "America's Dairyland" 



on its license plates for 

almost 80 years -- and while 

California became the 

nation's top milk producer a 

few decades ago, 

Wisconsin remains the 

national leader in cheese 

production. 
 

 
Former teacher at Lincoln 
Hills speaks after being 
attacked News 10/18/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A week ago, Pandora 

Lobacz was a teacher at 

Lincoln Hills Youth Prison 

near Irma.  Today she’s a 

crusader after being 

attacked by an inmate and 

hospitalized.  She’s blaming 

the violence on poor 

management and says it’ll 

take a full out riot at the 

facility before things 

change.  Lobacz says 

they’re understaffed and 

lack the resources to 

handle the inmates they 

work with.  In a statement 

the Department of 

Corrections said they take 

the safety and security of 

staff very seriously and have 



already taken steps to 

improve it.  Lobacz says she 

doesn’t see it and won’t 

back down until 

management understands.   

The victim of a fatal ATV 

crash in Douglas County 

Friday has been identified 

as 40-year old Wendy Davis 

of Brainerd, Minnesota.  

Investigators say she lost 

control of the machine on 

a curve and hit a utility 

pole.  She wasn’t wearing a 

helmet and was 

pronounced dead at the 

scene.   

The Prentice School District 

has several social media 

accounts and now have 

new guidelines on using 

them.  The school board 

last night approved a new 

policy for commenting 

online in an effort to keep 

things positive and teach 

students appropriate social 

media behavior.  Officials 



say rather than air concerns 

in public, people can go 

directly to them.   
 

Wisconsin’s Economic 

Development Corporation 

again met behind closed 

doors to discuss contract 

negotiations with the 

Foxconn Technology 

Group…and there’s still no 

action.  The electronics 

giant wants to build a flat-

screen manufacturing 

facility in Mount Pleasant 

supported by a $3-billion 

incentive package from 

the state.  The agency 

could vote on the complex 

proposal next month.   
 

 
Former state college person 
injured in Las Vegas 
shooting  News 10/18/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

A U-W Eau Claire graduate 

injured in the Las Vegas 

shooting spree is home from 

the hospital.  His sister in law 

says Philip (or'rick) has 

made a "huge step" in his 

recovery, even though he 

still has a drained bullet 

wound and he'll need 



home visits from nurses for a 

while. Aurich, a native of 

Saint Paul, Minnesota, was 

shot in the lower back by 

gunman Steven Paddock 

at the Route 91 country 

music festival at Mandalay 

Bay in Las Vegas on 

October first.  Aurich”s had 

two surgeries, but doctors 

have consistently been 

optimistic about his 

chances to recover.  

Charter Communications 

and Viacom issued a joint 

statement last night 

announcing an "agreement 

in principle" to keep 

carrying 23 channels from 

Viacom -- including 

Nickelodeon, C-M-T, 

Comedy Central, and 

Spike.  The two companies 

still had to finalize terms of 

the deal, which includes 

how much Spectrum and its 

customers will pay to have 

the Viacom channels on 

their cable system, plus 



channel placements. 

Charter/Spectrum is the 

largest cable provider in 

Wisconsin after it acquired 

the old Time Warner Cable. 

John Menard, Junior of Eau 

Claire is still the wealthiest 

person in Wisconsin.  The 

annual Forbes list of the 400 

richest Americans has 

Menard 47th, one spot 

lower than last year as the 

head of the Menards' home 

improvement chain has a 

net worth of nine-point-

nine-billion dollars.  Herb 

Kohler, who chairs the 

Kohler Company of 

Sheboygan County, is 52nd, 

same as last year with a net 

worth of eight-point-five-

billion.  
 

 
Bar owner in Gleason walks 
in on robbery News 10/19/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Nearly 30 states, including 

the three bordering 

Wisconsin allow hemp 

farming.  Now, the state’s 

agriculture committee 

approved a bill allowing 

farmers here to grow it.  The 



measure would set up 

licenses for farmers to grow 

industrial hemp, plants that 

wouldn’t have more than 

1% of THC, the 

halucenigenic ingredient in 

marijuana.  The bill now 

moves to the full Senate 

where supporters say hemp 

has a wide range of uses 

and state farmers should 

have the option to grow a 

profitable crop.   

The owner of the 

Tanglewood Bar in Gleason 

walked in this week and 

ended up stopping a 

burglary as a man ran out 

the front door.  In the hasty 

exit, 38-year old Christopher 

Sanders left behind a bike, 

a bag containing alcohol 

and money from the bar 

and a backpack, with his 

identification.  He was 

arrested a short time later, 

charged with burglary and 

criminal damage to 

property, in addition to 



several other pending 

charges in Marathon 

County. 

Republican Governor Scott 

Walker’s campaign is 

gearing up for his expected 

reelection bid, which he 

says in a fundraising 

announcement will be 

officially announced next 

month.  Walker’s campaign 

posted a video 

online yesterday featuring 

the governor jogging and 

riding his Harley Davidson 

motorcycle, while he talks 

about his record over the 

past seven years, adding 

“there’s more to be done.”  

Walker will be seeking a 

third four-year term in 2018.  

So far, nine Democrats 

have declared plans to 

seek the party’s nomination 

to challenge the governor, 

while several other 

candidates are still 

considering whether they 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXjaoOnTZXQ&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXjaoOnTZXQ&feature=youtu.be


will enter the race. 

 

 
UW officials say no illegal 
payments were made News 10/19/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

U-W officials say no new 

illegal payments have 

turned up between the 26 

public campuses and their 

private foundations.  The 

university took a fresh look 

at some two-thousand 

payments between 

campuses and foundations 

since 2010, after the U-W 

sued two former Oshkosh 

campus officials in January 

for illegally guaranteeing 

public funds to back up five 

privately financed building 

projects.  The review turned 

up some questionable 

transactions -- including 

183-thousand dollars from 

U-W La Crosse to its 

foundation after a 

fundraising effort for a 

stadium Hall of Honor fell 

short.  The reviewers said 

the payment was not the 

best practice, but it was 



okay because there's a risk 

involving fundraisers.  U-W 

President Ray Cross said the 

review displayed the 

integrity of private 

foundations. 

Six "Dreamers" from 

Wisconsin plan to join others 

in a protest in New York 

tonight against House 

Speaker Paul Ryan of 

Janesville.  Ryan will be the 

keynote speaker at a 

fundraising dinner for 

Catholic charities, hosted 

by New York Cardinal and 

former Milwaukee 

Archbishop Tim Dolan.  The 

young "Dreamers" go to 

work and school as part of 

the Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals program 

that President Donald 

Trump wants to end.  The 

"DACA" recipients want 

Ryan to get the G-O-P 

Congress to pass a revised 

program to protect U-S 

born children of illegal 



immigrants before a six 

month grace period for 

DACA runs out.   The 

Wisconsin Dreamers are 

part of a student group 

headed by Milwaukee's 

Vosay de la Frontera 

immigrant rights' 

organization. 
 

 
Crandon police investigating 
a threat made to a student  News 10/20/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Police in Crandon are 

investigating allegations of 

death threats to a student 

last week.  A 12-year old 

boy has been suspended 

after allegedly pushing an 

11-year boy down and 

threatening to kill him with a 

knife.  He reportedly 

confronted the boy later 

with a handgun.  The 

incidents happened last 

Friday at a football game.  

School officials say protocol 

was followed and the 

building is safe.  The parents 

aren’t so sure saying their 

son is afraid to go back.  

Security will be increased 



for tonight’s game.   

Following the beating of a 

Lincoln Hills staff member 

last week, two lawmakers 

are seeking a change to 

the new management 

agreement.  Senator Tom 

Tiffany and Representative 

Mary Felzkowski asked 

District Judge James 

Peterson to reverse his 

decision for the 

Department of Corrections 

to, among other things, 

significantly cut back on 

disciplinary measures to 

inmates.  The original suit 

was brought by the ACLU.  

The lawmakers say 

employees at the youth 

prison have to feel safe and 

the decision has 

emboldened some 

prisoners.  They recognize 

the constitutional rights of 

the prisoners but say staff 

also have rights to protect.  

Insiders say 17 staff 

members are off right now, 



10 of them as a direct result 

of being attacked by 

students.   

 
A series of town hall 

meetings took place in the 

North yesterday as 

Congressman Sean Duffy 

addressed issues in Eagle 

River, Florence and 

Crandon.  Those discussions 

touched on taxes, health 

care and foreign policy.  

Duffy said the meetings 

show how much Northern 

Wisconsin cares are issues 

both locally and nationally 

and that contact helps him 

do his job.   

 

 
Tomahawk man on ATV dies News 10/20/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Court battles continue, 

since a 2013 fire charred 81-

hundred acres and 

destroyed 100 buildings in 

Bayfield and Douglas 

counties.  The state appeals 

court in Wausau ruled a 

two-million dollar insurance 

policy would kick in if Ray 



Duerr Logging of Rib Lake is 

found liable -- but the 

insurer, Secura Mutual, did 

not have to cover 

damages to standing 

timber as part of Duerr's 

umbrella policy.  The case 

now goes back to Douglas 

County Circuit Judge Kelly 

Thimm, who will also decide 

whether the umbrella policy 

covers a charred area that 

was not timberland.  The D-

N-R ruled out faulty 

equipment as a cause, and 

found no negligence or 

justification for criminal 

charges. 

 A 51-year-old man s died 

after his ATV hit a bear 

northwest of Tomahawk in 

Lincoln County.  Sheriff's 

deputies say the rider was 

on County Trunk Double "C" 

when it hit the animal – 

overturning his machine 

and throwing him off. The 

man was flown to a 

Wausau hospital where he 



died.  The man was the only 

person on his vehicle, he 

was not wearing a helmet, 

and alcohol is not 

suspected as a possible 

factor. The victim's name 

was not immediately 

released. 

The makeup of the Lac du 

Flambeau Tribal Council 

changed after yesterday’s 

general elections.  

Incumbent secretary Jamie 

Ann Allen lost to Beverly 

LaBarge and sitting 

treasurer Melinda Young 

was beaten by Gloria 

Cobb.  In the council race 

Alice Solier, Dee Allen and 

George Thompson won 

new terms but Jerome 

Brooks big john beat Eric 

Chapman, Sr for the fourth 

open seat.   
 

 
Person killed in Langlade 
Co.  News 10/23/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

One person died Saturday 

afternoon in a single 

vehicle rollover in Langlade 

County.  The sheriff’s office 

reported the crash just 



before 1:00 on Hwy 64 and 

Ackley Road.  The driver 

was thrown from the 

vehicle and pronounced 

dead at the scene.  No 

other information is 

available.   

No one was seriously hurt in 

a two vehicle crash last 

night in Rhinelander.  The 

accident reported about 

7:00 at the intersection of 

Hwys 8 and G just west of 

the city.   
 

The Wisconsin Employment 

Relations Commission ruled 

a youth prison guard at the 

Lincoln Hill School for Boys 

and the Copper Lake 

School for Girls should 

receive a 25-hundred dollar 

bonus.  Kyle Hoff was 

disciplined for allegedly 

dragging a teenaged 

inmate at the campus near 

Wausau across a cell floor.  

Three managers had 

approved the bonus in 



May, but it was rescinded 

for Hoff and four other 

employees the next month.  

A criminal investigation has 

focused on the prison for 

young offenders over the 

last three years on 

allegations of prisoner 

abuse. 

 

For more than three 

decades, Kathy Vick-

Martini helped guide the 

Rhinelander High School 

Mock Trial team to record 

setting wins and a national 

championship as their 

coach.  She retired last 

year.  But it didn’t last long 

as the school district 

announced she’s returning 

to the position.   
 

The Minnesota Vikings take 

sole possession of first place 

in the N-F-C North with a 5-2 

record after a 24-16 home 

win against Baltimore. The 

Packers remain second in 

the division at 4-3 after 



falling to New Orleans 26-

17.   
 

 
Tomahawk men arrested 
over the weekend News 10/23/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Two Tomahawk men were 

arrested yesterday 

afternoon after Lincoln 

County deputies and a 

state trooper responded to 

a crash in the Town of Rock 

Falls.  The accident was 

reported shortly before 4:00 

where a pickup left Hwy 

107 and rolled over.  The 

driver was arrested on a 

fifth OWI offense.  A 

passenger in the vehicle 

fled on foot but was found 

by the K9 unit.  He was on 

parole for a felony seventh 

offense of operating while 

intoxicated and arrested for 

violating the terms of his 

probation. 

An autopsy is scheduled 

today on a person who 

died in an S-U-V that started 

on fire.  It happened 

Saturday morning in New 

London, and police say foul 

play does not appear to be 



involved.  Officials say a 

police officer tried using a 

fire extinguisher to put out 

the flames, but that didn't 

work and the New London 

Fire Department 

extinguished the fire.  In 

Langlade County, sheriff's 

deputies say a driver was 

killed after a vehicle rolled 

over early Saturday on 

Highway 64 near Antigo.  

The victims' names were not 

immediately released in 

either crash. 

The Menominee Indian tribe 

bought the naming rights 

for a new arena in Oshkosh 

where the Milwaukee 

Bucks' developmental 

league team will play.  The 

21-million dollar Menominee 

Nation Arena is expected 

to be completed in time for 

the Wisconsin Herd's first 

home game in the "G" 

League on November 17th. 

Tribal chairman Gary Besaw 

says the deal will give 



people more "insight and 

information" on who the 

Menominee people are. 
 

 
No new news of police 
shooting in Crandon  News 10/24/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

No new information 

following a police shooting 

in Crandon.  An altercation 

after a traffic stop in the 

city left an officer 

hospitalized Sunday night 

and a man dead.  That 

officer is on administrative 

duty while the State 

Department of Justice 

investigates the incident.   

No criminal charges will be 

filed against a Grant 

County sheriff's deputy who 

shot and killed a man 

following an incident that 

involved a foreclosure.  It 

happened September first.  

Officials say Roger 

Helgerson, Junior began a 

chase with officers that 

ended when he got out of 

his vehicle, pointed a rifle at 

the two officers -- and then 

deputy Andrew Smith shot 



Helgerson.  Grant County 

District Attorney Lisa Riniker 

reviewed the incident to 

consider possible charges, 

but she said Smith was 

entitled to use deadly force 

once Helgerson pointed his 

weapon toward him and 

the other officer on the 

scene. 

It’s not easy being outdoors 

today.  Strong winds are 

gusting statewide, gusting 

up to 45 miles-an-hour in 

most places and up to 60 in 

Door County.  The National 

Weather Service has a high 

wind warning is in effect in 

the Door Peninsula until 

midnight -- and wind 

advisories are in place until 

seven p-m elsewhere.  

Forecasters say the winds 

will generally be around 25-

40 miles-an-hour due to a 

low pressure system across 

the Great Lakes that's 

creating strong north to 

northwest winds.  The 



Weather Service believes 

isolated power outages are 

expected, along with 

difficult driving conditions. 

And it’s the bye week for 

the Packers as players are 

off until next Tuesday. 

 

 
Police in Crandon have 
identified shooting victim News 10/25/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Police in Crandon and the 

state Department of Justice 

have identified the man 

shot and killed by an officer 

as 30-year old Dexter Baxter 

from Green Bay.  Baxter 

had multiple felony 

convictions over the last 

dozen years and an 

outstanding arrest warrant 

when his vehicle was 

stopped in Crandon 

Sunday night and during a 

struggle with the officer was 

shot.  The officer was 

treated and released from 

the hospital with injuries and 

is on medical leave while 

the investigation continues.  

 

Another police shooting, 



this one in Ashland is under 

investigation following an 

incident Monday night.  

Few details are available 

with no word on the victim’s 

condition.   

 

A $25,000 bond was set for 

the Madison man who led 

authorities on a high speed 

chase Sunday night before 

crashing a stolen car.  25-

year old Sanome Wheelock 

was arrested north of Lake 

Tomahawk after fleeing 

police at speeds up to 120 

mph on Hwy 47.  Wheelock, 

who has a lengthy criminal 

record, is held on several 

felony charges including 

fleeing an officer, and 

vehicle theft and a second 

offense of operating while 

intoxicated.  He’s back in 

Oneida County Court 

November 13th.    

 

Pending Rhinelander City 

Council approval, the 



Marshfield Clinic is looking 

to build a primary care 

facility on the city’s 

northeast side.  The 3900 

square foot building would 

offer lab and radiology 

services among others.  

There are similar clinics in 

Minocqua and Eagle River.  

The Planning Commission 

approved the site plans 

near Ascension St. Mary’s 

Hospital on North Shore 

Drive and Marshfield 

projects completion by 

April, once plans are 

approved. 
 

 
Gov. Walker wants an 
interim director for Lincoln 
Hills News 10/25/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Governor Scott Walker 

wants an interim 

superintendent to run the 

state's troubled juvenile 

institutions in Lincoln 

County.  Both the governor 

and Federal Judge James 

Peterson issued responses 

to Sunday's pair of assaults 

by teen inmates at Lincoln 

Hills that sent five staffers to 

a hospital.  Walker told 



corrections' chief Jon 

Litscher to hire somebody 

to replace Wendy Peterson, 

who stepped down and 

took a voluntary demotion 

at the facility in August.  

Judge Peterson, who 

ordered reductions in using 

pepper spray, handcuffs, 

and solitary confinements in 

July, said he would not 

ignore inmates' or staffers' 

safety -- and he wants the 

state and the A-C-L-U to 

submit updates on the boys 

and girls' schools by 

November tenth.   

It's been two weeks since 

we first learned the 

University Extension Service 

could be dissolved into the 

Madison campus.  We still 

don't know much more -- 

and that's led to 

speculation by Extension 

employees and others that 

programs and jobs may 

disappear, especially in 

rural areas.  The Extension is 



the U-W's outreach arm 

and the main carrier of the 

Wisconsin Idea -- the 

century long promise that 

the U-W's learning 

opportunities are available 

statewide -- but that's 

already become frail with a 

reorganization and 25 

vacancies among farming 

educators.  Pierce County 

has been without an ag 

agent for two years, and 

County Board chair Jeff 

Hoist says he can get 

answers from private 

agronomists faster.  The U-W 

Board of Regents votes next 

month on merging the 

Extension and other 

programs with Madison, 

with the two year colleges 

to be merged with nearby 

four year schools. 
 

 
Minocqua firefighters 
dispatched to business fire News 10/26/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Just before 3:30 this 

morning Minocqua 

firefighters were dispatched 

to the Wal-Mart 

SuperCenter where sparks 



were noticed coming from 

behind some shelving in the 

meat department.  

Employees reported seeing 

a flame developing and 

apparently power had to 

be cut to the entire 

building.  There’s no report 

of damage. 

Rhinelander’s DNR Service 

Center will be the new 

home for the department’s 

forestry division.  Governor 

Scott Walker said it’s not just 

a branch office, it’s THE 

office.  The state had been 

shopping more than 40 

locations for two years to 

move the office out of 

Madison and closer to the 

forest industry.  Staff will be 

in place by the first of the 

year.  Rhinelander beat out 

Hayward and Wausau as 

the final choice.     

Hunters in Forest, Oneida 

and Vilas counties are 

reminded deer baiting and 

feeding is still prohibited.  A 



total of 28 areas, including 

these counties are also in a 

ban due to reported cases 

of chronic wasting disease.  

Recent rule changes have 

caused confusion about 

feeding deer and current 

information is available on 

the DNR website. 

The Wisconsin American 

Legion made history by 

naming a woman to a top 

leadership position.  Amber 

Nikoli, a Navy veteran who 

served in support of 

Operation Iraqi Freedom is 

the new state adjutant and 

the first woman in state 

history to hold that position.  

After her appointment she 

said she was honored to 

serve the more than 53,000 

Wisconsin veterans and to 

work with state commander 

Laurel Clewell, the second 

female commander in state 

history.   
 

 
Northcentral Wis. Bracing for 
snow News 10/26/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

North Central Wisconsin is 

bracing for the first 



measurable snowfall of the 

season.  A strong storm 

system is expected to track 

over the state tonight into 

Saturday bringing on 

average 2-5 inches of snow.  

A winter storm watch goes 

into effect tomorrow 

afternoon for Ashland and 

Iron counties for 

accumulations up to 8-

inches and gusty north 

winds.  Drivers are reminded 

about rapidly changing 

conditions on the roads. 

The state's education 

agency says many people 

are working to make 

schools safer, and a 

proposed "Teacher 

Protection Act" could undo 

those efforts.  Assembly G-

O-P Education Committee 

chairman Jeremy 

(thees'felt) is seeking 

cosponsors for a bill that 

among other things, would 

let teachers remove violent 

students from class and 



start suspension 

proceedings -- and police 

would have to notify 

administrators when 

students are involved in 

incidents away from school.  

The DPI maintains the bill is 

a "step in the opposite 

direction" to the community 

involvement that's already 

taking place, helping give 

schools resources to 

improve student outcomes.  

Starting next year, 

Wisconsin's forestry 

programs will be run from 

Rhinelander instead of 

Madison.  Governor Scott 

Walker said Rhinelander 

was chosen because it 

would create more 

"interaction and 

engagement" between 

state forestry officials and 

those who work in the 

industry.  The state's chief 

forester, Fred Souba, plans 

to move his office to 

Rhinelander by December 



first with other leaders in 

place by January.  Walker 

says the cost of moving the 

office won't be as high as 

some thought, since it will 

be placed in the state's 

current D-N-R Service 

Center in the city. 
 

 
Local men burned when 
working on a furnace 
 News 10/27/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two men were burned 

when the furnace they 

were working on exploded 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

call came in shortly before 

3:00 to a home on Hancock 

Lake Road in Woodboro.  

One man was burned on 

his face, hands and arms.  

There were no further 

reports of damage or the 

worker’s conditions.   

Earlier this week 

Rhinelander’s city council 

extended interim city 

administrator Keith Kost’s 

contract to next June.  But 

that’s all the further Kost 

wants to go.  During a 

special meeting Monday, 

the council discussed 



whether to keep the 

position or make it part 

time.  Kost said no one 

would move here if it were 

not a full time position.  Kost 

volunteered to fill the 

position after the council 

terminated Kristina 

Aschenbrenner after a 

clash in August of last year.   

U.S. Senator Ron Johnson 

says the Republican party is 

united on the need for tax 

reform.  The Wisconsin 

Republican on CNN 

yesterday emphasized his 

business background 

means he’s less focused on 

divisions within the GOP, 

and more on looking for 

solutions saying “I don’t 

care whether it’s Democrat 

or it’s Republican, we all 

want a safe, prosperous 

and secure America,”  

Johnson said Republicans 

are in agreement on the 

need for tax reform — even 

if not on what a final deal 



looks like.   He opposes any 

tax reform that changes 

Americans’ 401-K plans. 

“This would be the worst 

time to disincentivise 

people from saving for their 

retirement,” he said. 

And in sports, 112 schools 

are still in the running for 

seven Wisconsin high school 

football championships.   

 

 
Wis. Will get it’s first taste of 
winter News 10/27/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

After a mild fall, northern 

Wisconsin will get its first 

taste of winter this 

weekend.  Up to eleven 

inches of snow is predicted 

for the Gogebic Range of 

Iron County.  The National 

Weather Service has a 

winter storm warning in 

place for tonight through 

early Saturday afternoon in 

Ashland and Iron counties, 

with 4-11 inches blown by 

winds up to 30 miles-an-

hour.  Winter weather 



advisories will be in effect 

tonight through Saturday 

morning in Vilas and 

Bayfield counties with 2-5 

inches predicted and winds 

of 20-30 miles-an-hour.  One 

to three inches are forecast 

for the rest of north central 

Wisconsin, with rain 

predicted for southern 

areas into Saturday and 

widespread frost in the 

southwest by Sunday 

morning.  The Wicked 

weather has made US Hwy 

2 and State Hwy 13 

impassable along the 

Chequamegon Bayfront in 

Ashland.  The sheriff’s 

department closed the 

stretch from Sanborn 

Avenue to Hwy 13 North 

due to flooding.  The 

closure is in effect until 

further notice.  The area is 

under a lakeshore flood 

warning into late this 

afternoon.  In addition, the 

Madeline Island Ferry 



cancelled all trips for today. 

A daycare facility near 

Minocqua is closed as the 

result of an investigation by 

the Wisconsin Department 

of Children and Families.  A 

four-month old died at the 

Little Tykes Playhouse in late 

September and the 

business voluntarily closed 

to aid in the investigation of 

the tragedy.   

Rhinelander’s city-wide 

bow hunt will be suspended 

on Tuesday of next week for 

Halloween.  The deer hunt 

will resume on Wednesday.  

Any questions should go to 

the Rhinelander Police 

Department.   
 

 
Deaths in Chetek being 
investigated News 10/30/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Authorities in northwestern 

Wisconsin are investigating 

the deaths of two adults 

and a teenager at a home 

in Chetek.  The Barron 

County Sheriff's Department 

reported a call from a 

female requesting help 

Friday night around 9.  



Responding deputies found 

the three dead inside the 

home.  They were identified 

Saturday as 55-year-old 

John Hengst, 55-year-old 

Brenda Turner, and 17-year-

old Natalie Turner, all of 

Chetek.  Sheriff Chris 

Fitzgerald says all three 

suffered gunshot wounds 

but the cause of death 

can't be confirmed until 

autopsy results come back.  

He says there's no danger 

to the public.  Authorities 

have provided few other 

details about what 

happened. 

The family of a veteran who 

died while in the care of 

the Tomah V-A Medical 

Center settled a lawsuit 

against the federal 

government.  Marine Jason 

Simcakoski of Stevens Point 

died three years ago and 

his family will receive two-

point-three-million dollars 

under the conditions of the 



agreement.  The family had 

filed a wrongful death 

lawsuit. 

The Wisconsin Assembly 

takes up a Republican-

backed bill to remove age 

limits for anybody who 

wants to hunt in the state.   

Approval in the vote 

tomorrow would send the 

legislation on to the 

Senate.  For now, you have 

to be 12 years old to buy a 

hunting license or hunt with 

a gun.  Hunters as young as 

10 can participate in an 

annual mentored hunt.  The 

new bill would also 

eliminate the restriction the 

hunter and mentor carry 

only one gun, bow or cross 

bow at a time. 
 
 

 
EMS treats carbon 
monoxide victim News 10/30/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Tomahawk EMS crews were 

sent to a home in the Town 

of Skanawan last week and 

transported a woman to 

Ascension Sacred Heart 

Hospital for treatment of 



carbon monoxide 

poisoning.  A short time 

later her husband went to 

the ER with dangerous 

levels of the chemical in his 

system as well.  Tomahawk 

firefighters and a Lincoln 

County deputy returned to 

the residence and found 

lethal levels of the odorless 

gas.  This is the time of year 

hunters head off to their 

cabins and authorities 

remind people that along 

with your home, there 

should be working smoke 

and carbon monoxide 

detectors.  And take extra 

batteries if headed hunting 

this season. 

Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald says the 

final details of the state's 

contract with Foxconn 

should be released "up to a 

practical point."  On a 

Milwaukee news show 

yesterday, the Republican 

Senate leader said the 



"major pieces" of the deal 

need to be known before it 

moves forward.  Fitzgerald 

says the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation and the Walker 

administration are doing 

the "heavy lifting" on the 

state's three-billion dollar 

incentive package for 

Foxconn's high tech plant in 

Racine County.  A member 

of the W-E-D-C Board, 

Milwaukee Senate 

Democrat Tim Carpenter, 

says some of the released 

information is inaccurate -- 

and says he wants the 

contract released before 

the board votes on it so he 

can do "the right job for the 

taxpayers."  Fitzgerald says 

both parties are asking 

"tough questions" on the 

Foxconn deal, and they 

should continue doing that 

"right up until the contract is 

signed." 
 

 News 10/31/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 A Racine man died in a 



Racine man dies in hunting 
accident in Lincoln Co.  

hunting related accident in 

Lincoln County.  The 

Sheriff’s Department said 

59-year old Donald 

Peterson was climbing into 

his deer stand when it 

collapsed and left him 

hanging upside down.  He 

was hunting on property in 

the Town of Harding last 

Thursday.  Another hunter 

discovered the body. 

A referendum next Tuesday 

may decide the future of 

the Three Lakes School 

District.  Voters will be asked 

to approve $15-million over 

the next five years and 

administrators say they 

won’t be able to operate 

without it. 

Officials with the Marshfield 

Clinic hope to begin 

construction next week on 

a new primary care facility 

in Rhinelander.  Last night 

the City Council signed off 

on the plans for the 3900 

square foot clinic across the 



road from Ascension St. 

Mary’s Hospital on the city’s 

northeast side.  The 

proposal includes a full time 

doctor, lab, x-ray and 

mobile imaging equipment 

along with six support staff.  

Plans to open the clinic are 

set for April.    

The Wisconsin Public Service 

Foundation awarded a 

$1900 grant to the Eagle 

River Police Department for 

new tactical body armor.  

Chief Mark Vander 

Bloomen said the threats 

faced by officers are very 

real and this is necessary 

equipment for high risk 

calls.  Officers also support 

the Vilas County Special 

Response team as a 

backup to the Sheriff’s 

Department.   

Grow North Regional 

Economic Development 

Corporation has a new 

executive director.  Doris 

McAllister of Rhinelander 



will head the organization, 

responsible for day-to-day 

operations, promotion, 

member recruitment, 

budget management, 

developing funding 

opportunities and more.   
 

 
Wis. Senate acts on a 
number of bills News 10/31/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Senate acts 

on a number of bills today, 

including a year round 

season for woodchucks.  

The measure would remove 

the state's protected status 

for woodchucks -- also 

known as groundhogs -- 

and it would allow hunting 

and trapping with no bag 

limits. Supporters say the 

woodchucks are voracious 

eaters that cause property 

damage, while animal 

rights and environmental 

groups oppose the bill that 

was passed by the 

Assembly in June.  Also 

today, senators are 

expected to let 

communities and their 

public water utilities give 



grants and loans to help 

residents replace water 

pipes with lead 

contamination.  Senators 

also consider a bill to let 

minors work in businesses at 

least partially owned by 

their parents or guardians 

without needing state work 

permits. 

The deaths of three 

relatives may have been 

caused by a furnace that 

was not installed properly.  

The victims were found 

Sunday at a home in 

Radisson in Sawyer County.  

The Sheriff’s identified them 

as 61-year-old Steven Ryan, 

60-year-old Carolyn 

Rindahl, and their four-year-

old grandson.  Officials say 

carbon monoxide was 

found in the home. 

 Wisconsin farmers have 

seen a late growing season 

come to an end after much 

of the state had its first hard 

freeze.  But officials say the 



grain moisture in the corn 

crop is too high in some 

places -- and as a result, 

only 25-percent of the 

state's corn for grain has 

been harvested, 15 days 

behind schedule. Ninety-

three-percent of the corn 

for animal feed is in the bin, 

seven days behind the 

average. Eighty-percent of 

the Wisconsin soybeans 

have been harvested. 
 

 
Interview Phone 10/10/17 837a 3 min.  

Talked ot Duane Domashek about the Zoo 
Boo event at the Wildwood Wildlife Park in 
Minocqua 

 
Interview Phone 10/24/17 736a 3 min.  

Talked to John Berg about the upcoming 
food packaging event for the “food for kidz” 
organization 
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State’s juvenile institutions 
on lockdown News 11/1/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Wisconsin's embattled 

juvenile institutions are on 

a lockdown, while guards 



from adult prisons search 

for contraband.  The 

state Corrections 

Department did not say 

how long the search 

would last at the Lincoln 

Hills boys' school and 

Copper Lake girls' school 

at Irma in Lincoln County.  

But one report said the 

searches would take two 

days, and officials say 

family visitations would 

be suspended until the 

lockdown has ended.  

The state says essential 

operations like health 

and psychological 

services would keep 

going.  The search comes 

after Lincoln Hills staffers 

fear rioting after some 

recent incidents which 

followed a federal 

judge's order in July to 

reduce the use of 

pepper spray, handcuffs, 

and solitary confinement. 

The bill repealing 



Wisconsin’s mining 

moratorium goes to the 

full Assembly tomorrow 

after coming out of 

committee.  Democrats 

maintain the bill will 

affect generations to 

come while Republican 

supporters say 

environmental 

safeguards will remain.  

The nearly 20 year old 

law states a mine 

must’ve operated for 10 

years, then be shut down 

another 10 without 

polluting the soil or 

groundwater.   

Since 1976 the Book 

World store had been a 

draw to a downtown 

Rhinelander that needed 

it.  That’s coming to an 

end.  Beginning 

tomorrow inventory 

reduction begins until 

everything is sold and the 

store closes.  A news 

release from the 



company, with 45 stores 

in seven states, stated 

the move is necessary 

because of the shift to e-

commerce and the loss 

of mall anchor stores.  

Appleton-based Book 

World, the fourth largest 

book store chain the 

country, will also close 

their Eagle River and 

Minocqua locations.   
 

  
Woman dies in Wausau 
area car crash News 11/1/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A 56-year old woman 

died following a crash 

early yesterday morning 

on Highway 51 in 

Wausau.  The accident 

happened in the 

southbound lane near 

Emery Drive around 6 

a.m.  The crash remains 

under investigation and 

the victim’s name has 

not been released. 

The Wisconsin Senate 

voted to make it illegal 

again for parents to host 

drinking parties for their 



teens' friends.  Senators 

approved a bill Tuesday 

from Racine Republican 

Van Wanggaard, that 

nullifies a State Supreme 

Court ruling from 2008 -- 

in which "premises" for 

underage drinking were 

legally defined only as 

being licensed places 

like liquor stores and 

taverns.  That ruling took 

away liability for parents 

who let minors drink in 

their homes who are not 

their own children.  The 

Senate bill restored that 

legal liability, and 

Wanggaard said that 

parents need to take the 

matter more seriously.  

The measure now goes 

to the Assembly. 

Wisconsin hospital 

patients are a lot safer 

now than five years ago. 

That's according to the 

Washington group 

Leapfrog, which rates the 



Badger State the sixth 

best for hospital patient 

safety.  That's way up 

from 44th in the group's 

initial grades in 2012, and 

Wisconsin was among 

five states showing the 

most improvement.  Fifty-

six state hospitals were 

part of the study -- and 

33 got grades of "A" 

based on their medical 

errors, rates of patient 

injuries and infections, 

and general opinions by 

patients.  No Wisconsin 

hospitals got an "F" -- and 

you can see how your 

hospital rates by going 

online to 

HospitalSafetyGrade Dot 

Org. 
 

  
Rhinelander man sent to 
prison News 11/2/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A courtroom apology 

wasn’t enough to avoid 

a prison sentence for a 

Rhinelander man.  22-

year old Alex Durand 

took a no contest plea in 

September to numerous 



felony charges after 

stealing personal 

information from 

mailboxes and forging 

checks in his name.  

Yesterday he was 

sentenced to two years 

in prison with credit for 

time served.  Last fall 

Durand stole the 

information from nearly 

200 people, but only had 

time to impact a few 

victims before he was 

arrested.   

The victim of a traffic 

fatality early Tuesday in 

Wausau has been 

identified as 56-year old 

Tari Blank of Merrill.  The 

crash still remains under 

investigation.   

The DC Everest School 

Board votes next month 

on a plan to borrow up 

to $25-million from the 

state for building 

improvements.  The 

move avoids having to 



go to referendum to take 

care of large upgrades 

to facilities.  The District 

would pay back the loan 

over 20 years but 

because much of the 

work is to increase 

efficiency, they’d realize 

an annual savings of over 

a quarter million dollars.  

A Milwaukee consulting 

firm is helping the district 

in the planning.  

Despite legal challenges, 

the Ho-Chunk tribe 

opened its new casino 

expansion yesterday in 

Wittenberg.  The $33-

million project includes a 

new restaurant and 

developing a hotel.   

Governor Scott Walker 

describes a trade mission 

to Israel this week as 

highly successful.  Walker 

said the trip focused 

mainly on water 

technologies - both in 

sharing information and 



encouraging companies 

to come to Wisconsin.  

The governor also met 

with Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu, 

and invited him to come 

to the Midwest.  
 

  
Shots fired in Wausau last 
night News 11/2/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wausau Police confirm 

investigating reports of 

shots being fired in a 

residential neighborhood 

last night.  Garfield 

Avenue was closed 

shortly after 10:00 

between Fourth and Sixth 

Avenues near the UW-

Marathon County 

campus and re-opened 

a few hours later.  

Officials have no one in 

custody and say the 

public is not in danger. 

A Rusk County jury 

deliberated five hours this 

week before finding 27-

year-old Thomas Martin 

of Ladysmith not guilty of 

first degree intentional 



homicide in the death of 

Richard Larson in April of 

last year.  Jurors were 

also given the option of 

convicting Martin on a 

lesser charge of reckless 

homicide, but they 

decided to acquit him 

altogether.  Before he 

died, Larson and two 

witnesses told officers 

Martin started the 

incident by attacking his 

daughter, his girlfriend at 

the time -- but Martin told 

investigators Larson 

attacked him first. 

The Wisconsin Assembly 

acts on more than 30 bills 

today in its first session 

since passing a state 

budget and billions in 

incentives for Foxconn.  

One measure to be 

considered would put 

more limits on insurance 

coverage for abortions in 

state government health 

plans. Current law only 



allows coverage for 

abortions that are 

medically necessary -- 

and the new bill would 

only allow them in cases 

of rape and incest, or if 

the mother's life is in 

danger.  Also today, the 

Assembly is expected to 

end the state's 19-year-

old moratorium on new 

sulfide mines.  Another bill 

would end the age limit 

for children who want to 

hunt, thus allowing those 

nine and younger to hunt 

for the first time. 

 

  
State passes bill 
eliminating hunting age News 11/3/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The gun deer season is 

about two weeks away 

and yesterday the state 

Assembly passed a bill 

eliminating the minimum 

hunting age.  The 

proposal would allow 

children of any age to 

hunt with a mentor 

during the youth hunting 

season.  Opponents say 



it’s a dangerous move 

while supporters believe 

the parents should be 

responsible.  Another 

measure approved 

cleared the way for 

copper and precious 

metals.  Since 1998 the 

so-called mining 

moratorium set standards 

where a mine had to 

operate ten years then 

be shut down for another 

decade with no 

pollution.  Wisconsin is the 

only state with such a 

restriction.  Critics say the 

environment, specifically 

groundwater will be at 

risk while backers say 

new technology will take 

care of that, plus bring 

back jobs.  The Senate 

takes up the bills where 

support isn’t as strong.   

The second phase of 

renovations is underway 

at the Howard Young 

Medical Center in 



Woodruff.  The $5-million 

project will redo the 

Rehabilitation Center 

and upgrade parts of the 

emergency room.  

Occupational, physical 

and speech therapy is 

now on the fourth floor 

during construction.  The 

first phase began earlier 

this summer to, 

according to officials 

with Ascension, improve 

the patient experience 

while updating aging 

facilities and reducing 

operation costs through 

efficiencies.   

A two day lockdown at 

Wisconsin’s youth prisons 

in Lincoln County is over.  

Both the Lincoln Hills and 

Copper Lake School 

were thoroughly 

searched for contraband 

following a string of 

incidents where staffers 

were injured, some 

hospitalized.  Visitation 



and classes resumed 

yesterday.  The FBI has an 

ongoing investigation 

into the facilities near 

Irma.   
 

  
States moratorium on 
sulphide mines closer to 
being repealed News 11/3/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's moratorium 

on new sulfide mines is 

one step closer to being 

repealed.  The state 

Assembly voted to let 

mining companies dig for 

copper, gold, silver, and 

zinc without having to 

prove that they've done 

it elsewhere without 

causing long term 

damage to the 

environment.  The bill's 

supporters say mining is 

safer and cleaner now 

than it was in 1998 when 

the mining moratorium 

was adopted -- but 

opponents say ending 

the moratorium would 

cause more water 

pollution. The Assembly 

made some changes to 

try and appease senators 



who are said to be 

skeptical about the bill.  

Among other things, no 

mining could take place 

where permits are being 

challenged -- and it 

would be harder for 

companies to find 

loopholes to avoid taxes. 

Real estate experts say 

the proposed federal 

limits on property tax and 

mortgage interest 

deductions would have 

very little effect in 

Wisconsin.  Marquette 

professor David Clark 

says home prices in the 

Badger State are 

generally less than the 

East and West coasts and 

as a result, only a relative 

few Wisconsin 

homeowners would be 

affected by what the 

House G-O-P proposed 

yesterday in its tax 

overhaul package -- a 

ten-thousand dollar cap 



on the property tax 

deduction, and limiting 

home mortgage 

deductions to loans of 

500-thousand dollars or 

less.  Wisconsin Realtors 

say their average home 

purchase price statewide 

was 175-thousand dollars 

in September.  A national 

group says less than a-

percent of Wisconsin 

mortgages are above 

500-thousand, while a 

quarter of the loans in 

Hawaii and Washington 

D-C are above that. 
 

  
Gov. walker to run for 3

rd
 

term News 11/6/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Republican Governor 
Scott Walker will run for 
a third term in office.  
Walker kicked off his 
candidacy at a Saturday 
event at Weldall 
Manufacturing in 
Waukesha.  The 
governor says his 
campaign will be based 
on ensuring everyone in 



Wisconsin shares in the 
economic 
prosperity. There is no 
clear Democratic front 
runner ready to take on 
Walker in the November 
2018 election.  If he 
wins, Walker will be only 
the second Wisconsin 
governor elected to a 
third term. 
 
Members of the 
Wisconsin Economic 
Development 
Corporation board will 
be allowed to review 
details of the three-
billion dollar contract 
with Foxconn before 
voting on it 
Wednesday.  Normally, 
board members only get 
a staff report which 
summarizes a deal.  
Board members will 
have access to the 



complete contract 
starting today.  The 
public will see the 
contract after it is 
signed.  Foxconn has 
promised to spend 10-
billion dollars building a 
new factory in southeast 
Wisconsin, providing an 
estimated 13-thousand 
jobs. 
 
 A former police officer 
with the Menominee 
Tribe faces several sex 
crime charges involving 
a 15-year-old girl.  The 
tribal leadership says 
Basil O'Kimosh Junior 
has been fired.  He is 
accused of transferring 
obscene material to a 
minor under 16, 
engaging in sexually 
explicit conduct with a 
minor under 18, and 
attempted enticement of 



a child.  The girl's 
mother found sexually 
explicit messages to her 
daughter last week and 
reported them to the 
Tribal Police 
Department.   
 

  
Merrill man arrested 
yesterday News 11/6/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A 43 year old Merrill 
man was arrested 
yesterday afternoon 
following a disturbance 
in the Town of 
Merrill.  Deputies 
responded to a home 
after a 911 call reported 
a man with an AK47 rifle 
making threats.  The 
suspect was arrested on 
a charge of disorderly 
conduct, two counts of 
misdemeanor bail 
jumping and for going 
armed while intoxicated. 
 

Two people were 
rescued when their boat 
began to sink yesterday. 



 When rescuers with the 
Shawano County 
Sheriff's Office arrived 
at Navarino Wildlife 
Area, they found two 
juvenile boys standing 
on their submerged 
boat.  The call for help 
came in at about 5:15 p-
m yesterday.  Deputies 
say the water was about 
knee-deep and neither 
of the boys was injured.  
Their names haven't 
been 
released. Firefighters and 

E-M-S deployed a rowboat 
to rescue them after the 
boys were able to give their 
location by shining a 
flashlight at the shore. 

 
A new bill backed by 
legislative Republicans 
would crack down on 
distracted driving.  
Drivers in Wisconsin 
would only be allowed to 



use navigation devices 
and make phone calls 
while behind the wheel.  
Using apps or surfing 
the web would carry 
penalties for drivers 
caught doing that kind of 
thing. Current law only 
prohibits texting and e-
mailing while driving.  
An average of 100 
people die every year 
on Wisconsin roads due 
to distracted driving.  A 
hearing will be held 
November 16th. 
 

  
State records show opioid 
overdose deaths are on 
the rise in the state News 11/7/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The Menominee Indian 
Tribe of Wisconsin and an 
environmental law firm say 
they will sue the federal 
government over plans for a 
zinc and gold mine.  Aquila 
Resources wants to build 
the mine in the Upper 
Peninsula of Michigan.  
Mine opponents say the U-
S Army Corps of Engineers 
and the E-P-A should be 



handling permits which 
would let mine operators fill 
wetlands in the area.  The 
state of Michigan has 
granted Aquilla three of the 
four permits it needs.  The 
federal agencies will be 
given 60 days to take 
control of the situation, then 
the mine opponents say 
they will go to court. 
 
State records show that 
opioid overdose deaths 
continue to rise in 
Wisconsin despite fewer 
opioids being prescribed. 
Wisconsin's Prescription 
Drug Monitoring Program 
says the state saw 17 
million fewer opioid 
prescriptions from April to 
June. The Wisconsin 
Department of Safety and 
Professional Services says 
that's a 12 percent 
decrease from the same 
time period in 2016. Despite 
the drop, the rate of opioid 
deaths in the state has 
nearly doubled in the past 



decade. Doctors on 
Governor Scott Walker's 
Task Force on Opioid 
Abuse say they're 
educating fellow members 
about alternative pain 
medications and proper 
opioid use 
 
The Wisconsin Dairy 
Business Association says 
being labeled the dairy 
state is something to be 
proud of, not changed.  
Plans to design a new 
Wisconsin license plate 
could replace the phrase 
"America's Dairyland," 
which has been displayed 
for decades.  Republican 
State Representative Scott 
Allen of Waukesha is 
backing legislation which 
would create a contest for 
high school students to 
design a new license plate.   
 

  
Cut and dried case in 
shooting death News 11/7/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The prosecutor says it's a 
cut-and-dried case -- 59-
year-old Mark Kusters shot 
a man to death who was 



having an affair with his 
wife.  Kusters' attorney calls 
it self-defense.  Kusters is 
accused of murdering 42-
year-old Richard Flynn last 
year.  The shooting 
happened at Kuster's home 
Near Wisconsin Rapids.  
State Attorney Craig 
Lambert told the court 
Kusters had said he was 
going to kill Flynn, he got 
his shotgun and did it.  
Defense attorney Gary 
Kryshak says Kusters was 
protecting his property and 
the victim had entered the 
porch of the home when he 
was killed.  The trial is 
being held this week. 
 
 A study by the liberal group 
Center for American 
Progress finds black voter 
turnout in Wisconsin 
dropped by about 19 
percent in the 2016 
election.  Researchers used 
data from the U-S Census 
Bureau, polls and state 
voter files to compare the 



numbers to 2012.  The 
decline among black voters 
in this state was more than 
four times the national rate.  
The 2012 presidential 
election represented the 
first time in history that 
black voter turnout rates 
were higher than those for 
white voters.  Seventy-four 
percent of Wisconsin's 
black voters cast a ballot in 
2012, compared to slightly 
over 55 percent in 2016. 
 
Madison city officials say 
complaints about roadside 
panhandlers have dropped 
significantly in the six 
months since a ban went 
into effect.  Eight people 
have been cited 27 times 
for violating the ordinance 
which precludes people 
from asking for money on 
medians of major streets.  
One 46-year-old man was 
cited 15 times, representing 
more than half of the tickets 
handed out.  The first 
citation costs 92-dollars. 
 



  
Elderly woman found safe 
after being lost News  11/8/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A 78-year-old woman 

with dementia has been 

found safe after she left 

her northern Wisconsin 

home with no shoes on. 

The state Justice 

Department says Marylee 

Hovland of Arbor Vitae 

was found Tuesday 

evening in Upper 

Michigan's Mackinac 

County, about a five 

hour drive from her home 

-- and she was said to be 

in "good health." The 

state issued a Silver Alert 

for Hovland after she 

drove away from her 

house Tuesday morning 

without her purse and 

medications.  

 

A rural Marathon County 

man was declared dead 

after what appears to be 

a farming accident. 

According to the 

Marathon County 

Sheriff’s office, the man 



was discovered early last 

night in farm field in the 

town of Cleveland. The 

investigation revealed 

that the man appeared 

to have become 

entangled in the power 

take off unit of a tractor. 

He was pronounced 

dead at the scene.  

 

Rhinelander’s City 

Council next month may 

be looking at a major 

expansion in health 

care.  We’ve learned 

both the Public Works 

and Finance Committees 

approved plans to close 

a portion of Cherokee 

Lane on the city’s 

northeast side for an 

expansion of the Aspirus 

Clinic.  As we understand 

it, this would include the 

properties in and around 

and including the Rusty 

Nail bar and restaurant.  

Public hearings are being 



set up in advance of 

council action.  Sources 

say the need for health 

specialists to service this 

area are in high demand 

on a full time basis, rather 

than travel to 

Rhinelander one or two 

days a week.   
 

  
Three Lakes approves 
school tax increase News 11/8/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 The state's largest school 
revenue exemption was 
approved in Three Lakes, 
where more than 70-
percent of voters agreed to 
raise their school taxes by 
15-million dollars to keep 
the small district operating 
for the next five years. 
Meanwhile, Wisconsin's two 
largest school building 
referendums on Tuesday 
were defeated. A nearly 70-
million dollar proposal in 
Milton for a new school 
building and various 
improvements was rejected, 
while a 67-million dollar 
package in Freedom for a 
new high school, athletic 
fields, and various 



upgrades was also voted 
down.   
 
Mining firms could start 
digging for gold in 
Wisconsin for the first time 
in two decades, after an 
end to the state's mining 
moratorium won final 
legislative approval. The 
Senate voted 19-14 
yesterday to send a bill to 
Governor Scott Walker that 
no longer requires 
companies to prove that 
they operated mines in 
other states or Canada 
without long term 
environmental damage. 
Several firms have 
expressed an interest in 
sulfide mining, and Senate 
Republican Tom Tiffany  
proposed to make it easier 
for them to get permits -- 
insisting there's no 
environmental risk. Green 
Bay Republican Rob 
Cowles (coles) joined all 
Democrats against the bill, 
and keeping the moratorium 



in place. 
 
It would be harder to get 
election recounts in a 
Republican bill passed by 
state senators yesterday. 
Candidates could only ask 
for recounts if they lost by 
less than one-percent in 
larger elections or by at 
least 40 votes in smaller 
contests. The measure 
passed 20-13. 
 
 

  
Foxconn agreement to be 
finalized News 11/9/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsin's three-billion 
dollar investment in 
Foxconn will be finalized 
tomorrow, after the state's 
Economic Development 
Corporation gave its final 
approval to the deal. It calls 
for new and larger 
commitments by Foxconn 
for creating jobs at its L-C-D 
screen plant in Racine 
County -- and if they fall 
short, chairman Terry Gou 
promised to pay at least 
500-million dollars to the 
state. The W-E-D-C Board 



voted 8-2 Wednesday in 
favor of the subsidy 
package Protesters shouted 
as the panel was going into 
a closed session. Walker, 
Foxconn founder Terry 
Gou, and U-S House 
Speaker Paul Ryan of 
Janesville will be at a 
ceremony in Racine 
tomorrow where the state's 
final contract will be signed. 
 
House Speaker Paul Ryan 
of Janesville says the 
Republican election losses 
from Tuesday might put 
more pressure on Congress 
to cut taxes. At a breakfast 
program in Washington, D-
C, Ryan said his party 
promised tax relief in 2016 
and the elections served as 
a reminder for his fellow 
Republicans to make sure 
they "follow through." 
Democrats won the 
governor's, lieutenant 
governor's, and attorney 
general's offices in Virginia, 
and the governorship in 



New Jersey.  
 
The Wisconsin Assembly 
could give final legislative 
approval as early as today 
to a bill to let farmers grow 
industrial hemp. The 
Senate unanimously 
okayed the measure 
Tuesday. Industrial hemp is 
used in a number of 
products -- and Wisconsin 
was a national leader in 
growing it until the federal 
government banned hemp 
in 1970 because it's an 
ingredient in marijuana.  
 

  
State debating to lower 
drinking age News 11/9/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsin's drinking age 
would be lowered from 21 
to 19 if three Republican 
representatives have their 
way. Rob Swearingen of 
Rhinelander, a former 
president of the state's 
Tavern League, has joined 
two other lawmakers in 
asking colleagues to 
cosponsor their bill. 
Assembly Speaker Robin 
Vos opposes a lower 



drinking age and can 
prevent a vote on it -- and a 
1984 law reduces federal 
highway funds by eight-
percent for states where the 
drinking age is not at least 
21. State representative 
Adam Jarchow says 19-
year-olds can go to war but 
not drink -- and law 
enforcement could do more 
to fight drug and sex abuse 
instead of spending 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to enforce the 
drinking age, especially at 
colleges. 
 
U-S House Democrat Mark 
Pocan of Madison is 
recovering after he had 
triple bypass heart surgery 
on Wednesday. His office 
called it a preemptive 
measure designed to 
prevent a future cardiac 
issue. The 53-year-old 
Pocan had the operation at 
a hospital in Madison. His 
spokesman Ron Boehmer 
said the operation went 



well, and he looks forward 
to a "speedy recovery" 
although it's not known 
when he can return to 
Washington.  
 
A vigil in Green Bay calls 
attention to U-S military 
veterans who take their own 
lives. About 50 people took 
part in a walk and 
candlelight vigil Wednesday 
night at Northeast 
Wisconsin Technical 
College. Vigil organizer 
Kayley French told a Green 
Bay TV station that about 
20 veterans commit suicide 
each day across the 
country -- and she says 
vets and their families need 
to know that they're "not 
alone." 
 

  
UW to be reorganized News 11/10/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 The University of Wisconsin's 
first major reorganization since 
1971 has been approved by the 
Board of Regents. The panel 
voted Thursday to let U-W 
President Ray Cross pursue the 
mergers of the 13 two year 
colleges with their nearby four 
year campuses in clusters 



throughout the state. Students 
and faculty wanted the move 
delayed so they could provide 
input -- but with the colleges 
losing 32-percent of their 
enrollment since 2010, and the 
loss of millions of tuition dollars, 
Cross said the time to act is now 
and people can respond to the 
details as they're being set 
before the mergers take effect 
next July.  
 
Two western Wisconsin men are 
due in court November 21st 
after being charged in an illegal 
deer hunting operation. Forty-
eight-year-old Travis Brush of 
Holmen faces three criminal 
misdemeanors and 34 citations 
for allegedly luring wild deer into 
his captive game farm at 
Galesville, where hunters could 
take trophy bucks and other 
deer year-round. The criminal 
counts include the allowing of 
unauthorized deer harvests and 
hunting out of season.  
 
Wisconsin taxpayers will give 
Foxconn employees 17-percent 
of the workers' salaries, plus 15-
percent of the firm's construction 
and equipment costs. That's part 
of the contract to be signed 
today by Governor Scott Walker 
and Foxconn chairman Terry 



Gau for the company's new L-C-
D screen plant at Mount 
Pleasant. Foxconn would pay 
the state 500-million or more if 
the firm does not meet its job 
commitments. 
 
 

  
State divorce could 
change News 11/10/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wisconsinites who get 
divorced would no longer 
have to wait six months to 
get remarried in a bill the 
Assembly passed on 
Thursday. The bill's author,  
says divorcees who have 
not broken any laws should 
be able to get on with their 
lives. The bill now goes to 
the Senate after clearing 
the Assembly on a voice 
vote. Also, the lower house 
approved bills that relax 
licensing procedures and 
end continuing education 
mandates for barbers and 
cosmetologists -- let 
communities pay up to half 
the cost of replacing 
homeowners' water lines 
contaminated with lead -- 
and allow people to go 
water skiing without 



spotters on the boats that 
pull them. 
 
 A plan to put strict limits on 
the public release of police 
body camera footage has 
been approved in the 
Wisconsin Assembly. It 
passed on a voice vote 
yesterday -- but Democrats 
were highly critical of the 
limits proposed by 
Kewaskum Republican 
Jesse Kremer, who said the 
bill is needed to protect 
crime victims and 
witnesses. Madison 
Democrat Chris Taylor says 
the bill makes it too hard for 
the public to see the body 
camera footage they're 
paying for.  
 
Wisconsin farmers are 
expected to harvest less of 
their two largest crops, due 
mainly to a wet summer 
and fall. The U-S-D-A 
projects a corn crop for the 
year of 496-million bushels 
-- almost 78-million less 



than. Soybean production is 
expected to top out at 98-
million bushels, almost nine 
million less than a year ago. 
The Wisconsin potato 
harvest is still expected to 
rise two-percent. 
 

  
Sheriffs name has been 
released who shot a boy 
on a native reservation News 11/131/7 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsin authorities 

have released the name 

of a sheriff's deputy who 

fatally shot an eighth-

grade boy on a Native 

American reservation.  

The state Department of 

Justice says Ashland 

County Sheriff's Deputy 

Brock Mrdjenovich shot 

14-year-old Jason Pero 

on the Bad River 

reservation Wednesday 

after Pero approached 

the officer with a butcher 

knife and refused to drop 

it.  An investigation shows 

Pero called 911 to report 

a man with a knife, then 

described himself to 

dispatch.  Authorities say 

evidence shows he'd 



been despondent.  

Relatives questioned 

whether he had a knife. 

Authorities said one was 

found at the scene. 

Gov. Scott Walker's 

refusal to visit Wisconsin's 

juvenile prisons under an 

ongoing federal criminal 

investigation and the 

target of multiple lawsuits 

will be an issue in his re-

election.  Democratic 

challengers say the 

decision epitomizes 

Walker's failed 

leadership.  They promise 

to take a different 

approach by visiting the 

Lincoln Hills prison and 

checking out conditions 

there in person.  Walker 

says he doesn't need to 

do that because he has 

faith in leadership at the 

Wisconsin Department of 

Corrections.  Walker says 

he's focused on getting 

results while Democratic 



criticisms are "for show."  

A federal probe into 

alleged criminal 

mistreatment of inmates 

is in its third year.  The 

state is under a federal 

court order to reduce the 

use of solitary 

confinement, pepper 

spray and shackles 

against inmates. 

Brett Hundley threw for 

212 yards and a 

touchdown, Nick Perry 

had three sacks and the 

Green Packers beat the 

Chicago Bears 23-16 to 

snap a three-game losing 

streak yesterday. 

 

  
Fire fighters dispatched to 
fire yesterday News 11/13/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Town of Russell 

firefighters along with 

Lincoln County deputies 

responded to a structure 

fire yesterday afternoon 

in the Town of Birch on 

Railway Street.  The 

preliminary cause was 

electrical in nature and 



no severe damage was 

reported.   

A public hearing is set for 

Thursday on a bill that 

toughens a state law 

against using fake names 

to intimidate and 

threaten others online. 

The Assembly's Criminal 

Justice Committee will 

hear what people think 

about a bill from Stratford 

Republican Bob Kulp 

which has cosponsors 

from both parties.  It 

would make it a criminal 

misdemeanor to use a 

false name online to 

scare others or obtain 

something from them.  

Kulp says he proposed 

the idea to Ashland 

Senate Democrat Janet 

Bewley, after an 

impersonator tried 

scamming money from a 

friend on Facebook.  His 

bill updates a similar law 

passed in 1996, reflecting 



the social media which 

did not exist back then. 

The head of the state 

firefighters' union is the 

latest Democrat to run 

against Governor Scott 

Walker next fall.  Mahlon 

Mitchell of Fitchburg 

announced his bid this 

morning, saying it's "time 

for a change" after eight 

years of the Republican 

Walker.  Mitchell ran for 

lieutenant governor in 

the 2012 recall elections, 

when he lost to 

Republican Rebecca 

Kleefisch.   Mitchell, a 

Delavan native, became 

the first African American 

president of the 

Professional Fire Fighters 

of Wisconsin in 2011.  He 

joins a crowded field of 

Democratic candidates 

that includes state public 

school Superintendent 

Tony Evers, former state 

party chairman Matt 



Flynn, and state 

lawmakers Kathleen 

Vinehout and Dana 

Wachs. 

 

  
Three more employees 
attacked at Lincoln Hills 
over the weekend News 11/14/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Three more employees 

at Lincoln Hills were 

attacked over the 

weekend.  The workers 

were treated and 

released for their injuries 

and the assaults are 

being investigated by the 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

office and Department 

of Corrections.  The 

attacks have increased 

after a federal judge 

removed several options 

staff had to protect 

themselves.   

Seven counties in 

western and northern 

Wisconsin have been 

awarded an extra one-

point-four million dollars 

to fix roads and bridges 

damaged by floods in 

the summer of last year.  



The Federal Highway 

Administration approved 

emergency repair funds 

last fall and said more 

money could be 

released if needed.   An 

extra 500-thousand dollar 

had been awarded to fix 

Forest Service roads in 

Bayfield, Ashland, Price, 

and Sawyer counties.  

Gov. Scott Walker signed 

a bill eliminating the 

minimum age 

requirement to hunt in 

Wisconsin.  The measure 

allows a person of any 

age to participate in a 

mentored hunt.  The law 

had previously required a 

child to be at least 10-

years-old to participate 

in a mentored hunt.   

Wisconsin becomes the 

35th states to have no 

minimum hunting age.   

Young hunters and 

mentors can also have 

more than one weapon 



between them.  

Opponents had argued 

that lowering the 

minimum hunting age 

was unsafe, while 

backers say parents 

should be empowered to 

decide when their 

children are ready to 

hunt.  The gun deer 

season opens Saturday. 

Tomahawk Police are 

investigating two 

incidents of passing fake 

currency.  A counterfeit 

$20 and $100 bill were 

discovered and 

authorities believe they 

have a suspect but no 

arrests have been made.   
 

  
State officials talk about 
the deer hunting harvest News 11/14/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 State officials highlight a 

simpler harvesting 

process as part of an 

effort to encourage more 

Wisconsin deer hunters 

for the gun season that 

starts Saturday.  Last year 

marked the first time in 40 



years the number of deer 

licenses sold dropped 

below 600-thousand -- 

and the total harvest of 

almost 197-thousand 

deer was the lowest since 

1982.  Governor Scott 

Walker issued a 

statement yesterday 

alerting hunters they no 

longer have to validate 

deer tags or keep tags 

with the animals and 

meat they get -- but they 

must still register deer 

and carry proof of their 

tags while in the woods.  

Licenses went on sale 

yesterday which reflect 

the new law that no 

longer requires 

youngsters to be at least 

ten years old when 

hunting with mentors. 

A new Wisconsin bill 

would pay off law school 

loans for attorneys who 

agree to represent low 

income criminal 



defendants in rural 

counties.  Senate 

Republican Patrick Testin 

of Stevens Point says 

most new lawyers believe 

the only way they can 

pay off their law school 

debts is to work in cities 

downstate.  The bill 

proposes loan payoffs of 

20-thousand dollars a 

year for rural defense 

lawyers who agree to 

serve indigent clients that 

public defenders cannot.  

It would be a two year 

pilot program costing 

500-thousand dollars -- 

with goals of getting both 

new and existing lawyers 

to serve poor people in 

rural areas.  Many don't 

because the state 

charges the nation's 

reimbursement rate of 

40-dollars an hour -- 

which has not changed 

since 1992. 
 

  News  11/15/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30  The future of the Oneida 



The future of the Oneida 
Co. fair in question 

County fair has been in 

question, with its budget 

cut last year and now 

having to find a new 

board president and 

coordinator.  A $10,000 

budget wasn’t enough 

to sustain it as several 

county board supervisors 

argued in support of 

returning it to an annual 

$16,000.  It was approved 

and the search for new 

personnel will move 

forward. 

 

The city of Rhinelander, 

thanks to an anonymous 

donation will have a lot 

more spirit this Christmas.  

The $10,000 gift will help 

brighten up the 

downtown with lighted 

snowflakes and garland 

and as fundraising 

continues, other 

elements may be added.  

Hodag Park will be a 

festive destination as well 



next month. 

 

Last year Wisconsin 

became the first state in 

the nation to allow blaze 

pink for deer hunters.  If 

you look at major 

sporting goods retailers 

this year, it’s hard to find.  

Hoping to draw more 

women to the hunt was 

the intention but blaze 

orange is still the first 

choice by a wide 

margin.  And with the 

gun season opening 

Saturday, hunters are 

reminded four counties, 

Ashland, Iron, Vilas and 

part of Eau Claire are 

buck only.  That’s down 

from 10 counties last year 

as the state herd is 

growing.   

 

The recent record-setting 

cold snap laid a layer of 

ice on area waters and 

that’s drawn anglers to 



some of the best fishing 

of the season.  “First ice” 

is always a popular time 

and the most dangerous 

as people venture out 

with less than two inches 

of support under their 

feet.  Officials urge 

caution and to use 

common sense. 
 

 
Wisconsin will remain 
america’s dairyland  News 11/15/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

School students have 

joined tribal members 

and state lawmakers to 

try and gain support for a 

bill to rename Columbus 

Day as "Indigenous 

Peoples Day" in 

Wisconsin.  During a state 

capitol rally yesterday, 

the bill's author, Assembly 

Democrat David Bowen 

of Milwaukee, says 

Americans should not 

celebrate the arrival of 

Christopher Columbus, 

saying he should be 

credited more with 

boosting the "trans 

Atlantic slave trade than 



with discovering 

America."  Milwaukee 

County and Madison are 

already calling it 

"Indigenous People's 

Day." 

Governor Scott Walker 

says Wisconsin will 

continue to be 

"America's Dairyland."  

The Republican governor 

said there's "no way" he 

would support dropping 

the slogan that's been on 

the state's license plates 

for almost 70 years.  Dairy 

interests loudly objected 

to the idea -- and Walker 

says that while Wisconsin 

has many different 

industries, agriculture and 

manufacturing remain 

the state's "bread and 

butter." Some lawmakers 

and Wisconsin 

Manufacturers and 

Commerce advocated 

"America's Dairyland" be 

dropped from the plates, 



saying farming no longer 

dominates the business 

climate. 

The 2020 edition of 

Wisconsin Farm 

Technology Days will be 

held at Huntsinger Farms 

near Eau Claire.  The 

show announced the 

location yesterday, and it 

will take place July 21st 

through 23rd of 2020. 

Huntsinger and its Silver 

Spring Foods are 

considered the world's 

largest processor of 

horseradish, processing 

more than seven-and-a-

half million pounds of the 

crop each year.  Farm 

Technology Days is the 

state's largest annual 

farm show, attracting 

tens of thousands of 

visitors -- and it will be 

held near Marshfield next 

year and in Jefferson 

County in 2019. 
 

 News 11/16/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 An overheard 



Lockdown at Crescent 
school yesterday 

conversation about a 

past custody child case 

prompted a lockdown at 

Crescent Elementary 

School in Rhinelander, 

yesterday.  The Oneida 

County Sheriff’s office 

received a call from a 

business reporting people 

talking about a person 

coming to cause issues at 

the school.  The action 

was taken as a 

precaution as 

investigators determined 

the matter had been 

taken care of in the past 

and there was no threat.  

As stated in a news 

release the School District 

of Rhinelander and law 

enforcement take these 

issues very seriously and 

work collaboratively to 

ensure the safety and 

security of students and 

staff.  Police departments 

from Rhinelander, 

Minocqua and Three 



Lakes provided support. 

 

Schools were also on 

lockdown in Wisconsin 

Rapids and Nekoosa 

yesterday.  Lincoln High 

School in Rapids was 

alerted to an unspecified 

threat which investigators 

cleared up in about an 

hour and a half.  The 

entire district in Nekoosa 

was on lockdown due to 

a scheduled search of 

the buildings with K-9 

officers. 

 

US Senator Ron Johnson 

dealt a major setback to 

Republicans hoping to 

pass a tax bill through the 

Senate, saying he won’t 

vote for it, but will 

continue working with 

lawmakers for a bill he 

can support. 

 

A hunting tradition 52 

years in the making takes 



place in Tomahawk 

tomorrow with the 

annual Venison Feed, 

downtown.  More than 

1500 burgers will be 

served in a couple hours 

to welcome hunters and 

thank them for choosing 

this area to hunt 

according to the 

Chamber of Commerce.  

The event begins at 

11:30. 
 

 
      

State has declared some 
waterways to polluted 
 News 11/16/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

State officials say 240 

new waterways in 

Wisconsin are classified 

as "impaired," and their 

pollution will have to be 

reduced.  The D-N-R says 

more than 180 of the 

newly listed waters are 

lakes and sections of 

rivers that have higher 

phosphorus levels than 

the standards which took 

effect seven years ago.  

Thirty-five waters were 



removed from previous 

impaired listings and the 

list is on the D-N-R's 

website, and the agency 

is taking public 

comments on them until 

December 29th. 

 One of the Democrats 

who want Governor Scott 

Walker's job says he 

would try to cut tuition in 

half for students at the U-

W's two year colleges.  

Tony Evers says it would 

help the colleges get 

stronger, train more 

workers for good paying 

jobs, and make higher 

education more 

affordable.  Evers says a 

tuition cut would cost less 

than 20-million dollars a 

year based on current 

averages -- and he says 

he'd pay for it by 

reducing tax breaks for 

the wealthy. Enrollment 

at the two year colleges 

has dropped by about 



one third since 2010, 

causing U-W President 

Ray Cross and the Board 

of Regents to merge the 

13 two year schools with 

four year campuses in 

their respective regions.  

If you're traveling to your 

Thanksgiving dinner, you 

could see a lot more 

people on the road than 

last year. The state's Triple 

"A" says one-million, 56-

thousand Wisconsinites 

will venture at least 50 

miles from home 

between next 

Wednesday and 

November 26th -- and 

that includes deer 

hunters and 82-thousand 

who will fly someplace, 

like the Packer game in 

Pittsburgh.   
 

 
Gunshots being fired in 
Tomahawk yesterday News 11/17/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Two incidents in the North 

yesterday drew a heavy 

police presence.  Late 

yesterday afternoon in 

Tomahawk people 



reported hearing several 

gunshots at a home on 

W. Mohawk Drive on the 

city’s north side.  

Authorities say one 

person was killed and 

Police Chief Al Elvins says 

they’ve identified the 

suspect but haven’t 

found them yet.  He said 

the two knew each other 

but the motive for the 

shooting is unknown and 

there’s no threat to the 

community.  The names 

of the victim and suspect 

have not been released.   

In Rhinelander yesterday 

morning shortly before 

10, a 911 call reported a 

man with a gun was 

threatening to kill himself 

and others at a home off 

Hwy 8 West.  It was later 

learned he had a knife.  

Within the first half hour, 

several persons including 

a child left the house.  21-

year old Matthew Smith 



then held officers at bay 

several hours until he was 

arrested shortly before 

4:00.  Sheriff Grady 

Hartman said the Special 

Response Team resorted 

to tear gas in an effort to 

get Smith out the house.  

He’s charged with 

domestic violence 

disorderly conduct, 

resisting arrest and 

multiple warrants.   

Later this morning the 

Annual Red Kettle 

campaign kicks off the 

bell ringing season in 

Rhinelander.  NRG Media 

radio personalities will be 

at Trig’s in the Riverwalk 

Center from 10-noon to 

begin work on a $40,000 

goal this year.  Salvation 

Army campaign 

coordinator Kim Swisher 

says 86-cents of every 

dollar raised stays in 

Rhinelander.  The ringing 

ends December 23rd.  



Shopko and WalMart will 

also host bell ringers.   

 

 
Suspect in fatal 
Tomahawk shooting has 
been arrested News 11/17/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

The suspect in a fatal 

shooting last night in 

Tomahawk has been 

arrested in Chippewa 

County.  Tomahawk 

Police say one person is 

dead and they’re trying 

to determine the motive 

behind the incident at a 

home on W. Mohawk 

Drive.  Chief Al Elvins said 

the victim and suspect 

knew each other but no 

names have yet been 

released.  911 dispatch 

received calls reporting 

hearing several shots 

fired shortly after 5:30.   

Female employees at 

Lincoln Hills say teen 

inmates routinely give 

sexual taunts to them -- 

and they expose their 

genitals and masturbate 

in front of them.  Records 

and interviews have 



exposed the same type 

of sexual behavior by 

teen inmates that 

prompted a federal 

lawsuit in Chicago this 

month by employees 

objecting to their working 

conditions.  Julie Giers, a 

guard for 20 years at the 

state's institution for 

juvenile offenders, says 

she's had an inmate 

grope her -- and she's 

had teens pleasure 

themselves in front of her 

"countless times" with 

lude comments made 

daily. Teacher Pandora 

Lobacz, who recently 

had an inmate punch 

her in the face, said law 

enforcement is looking 

into similar incidents in 

classrooms.  The incidents 

are among numerous 

reported abuses by teen 

inmates that have been 

the subjects of a three 

year old federal 



investigation. 

The state Tourism 

Department is heading 

up its annual collection 

of winter clothing items 

for those in need. The "Big 

Bundle Up" campaign 

encourages Wisconsinites 

to donate gloves, 

mittens, hats, scarves, 

coats, and other warm 

weather gear. Find a 

drop off site at travel 

Wisconsin dot com.  
 

 
Wausau man to be tried in 
Lincoln Co. court News 11/20/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

32-year old Eric Moen of 

Wausau is expected to 

be charged with first 

degree intentional 

homicide today in 

Lincoln County court.  

Moen is held on a million 

dollar bond after 

allegedly shooting 52-

year old Charles Ramp at 

his home on Mohawk 

Drive in Tomahawk late 

Thursday afternoon.  

Moen was arrested early 

the next morning in 



Chippewa County.   

The opening weekend of 

Wisconsin’s gun deer 

season yielded mixed 

results.  The wet and 

windy weather didn’t 

help matters as hunters 

struggled to find their 

targets.  There were three 

injuries reported with a 

49-year old Crandon 

man treated for leg 

wounds Saturday 

morning as he was taking 

his rifle out of his truck.  

The loaded weapon 

discharged, striking him in 

both legs.  Also Saturday, 

a 49-year old man shot 

himself in the ankle in 

Brown County and a 51-

year old was wounded 

when he bent over and 

his holstered handgun 

fired, hitting him in the 

leg.  Law enforcement 

dealt with a number of 

issues including operating 

off road vehicles in 



restricted areas and 

illegal tree stands.   

As Governor Scott Walker 

gets ready to lift 

Wisconsin’s ban on 

metallic mining in the 

state, local governments 

are working on adopting 

their own regulations.  

He’s expected to sign the 

Republican-backed bill 

lifting the nearly 20-year 

told, so-called mining 

moratorium.  The 

measure comes as 

Aquila Resources, Inc., 

considers potential 

mining sites in Taylor and 

Marathon Counties.  An 

extensive mining 

ordinance was passed in 

Taylor County four years 

ago and Marathon 

County officials began 

exploring a similar move 

last week.   

 

 
Deer hunt kills to be 
revealed tomorrow News 11/20/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Department of 

Natural Resources plans 



to tell us tomorrow how 

many deer were taken 

during the opening 

weekend of the nine day 

gun season.  Last year, 

more than 120-thousand 

bucks and does were 

taken in the first two days 

-- and that was a five-

percent drop from the 

previous year.  Most 

hunting takes place 

during the season's 

opening weekend, and 

about 60-percent of last 

year's total harvest was 

taken on the first 

Saturday and Sunday.  

Sheriff's officials say one 

unidentified hunter shot 

himself to death near 

Westfield in Marquette 

County Saturday -- the 

first shooting death in 

Wisconsin's gun season 

since 2015 -- and a 

second hunter died from 

natural causes just ten 

miles from there. 



At least one central 

Wisconsin county is in the 

process of setting up its 

own mining regulations, 

as the state is about to 

end a 19-year-old 

moratorium on sulfide 

mining.  The Marathon 

County conservation 

department in Wausau is 

rounding up information 

for an ordinance to 

make sure taxpayers 

don't get left holding the 

bag for environmental 

damage once miners 

leave.  Aquila Resources 

has been considering 

mines in Marathon and 

Taylor counties, and 

Taylor County has had a 

similar environmental 

protection ordinance 

since 2013.  Governor 

Scott Walker is expected 

to sign a bill passed 

earlier this month which 

ends the state's mining 

moratorium and relaxes 



certain regulations.  The 

bill's main author, Senate 

Republican Tom Tiffany 

of Hazelhurst, says he did 

not seek to ban tougher 

local ordinances -- saying 

companies need some 

type of "social license" in 

order to conduct mining. 
 

 
County board to meet to 
discuss the Marshfield 
clinic’s expansion  News 11/21/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Oneida County’s Board 

of Adjustment meets 

December 14th for a 

public hearing on 

Marshfield Clinic’s 

appeal of the denial of a 

conditional use permit to 

build a 72,000 square 

foot hospital addition to 

their existing clinic in 

Minocqua.  Their 

application was turned 

down by the Planning 

and Development 

committee in June.  The 

facility would be across 

the road from the 

Howard Young Medical 

Center.  The Board is 

expected to make a 



decision following the 

hearing.  This process has 

gone on for nearly a 

year.   

Two court cases opened 

yesterday following two 

incidents last week.  Eric 

Moen of Wausau was in 

Lincoln County Court, 

accused of shooting 

Charles Ramp at his 

home in Tomahawk, 

Thursday.  Ramp died 

from the wounds and 

Moen was arrested the 

next day in Chippewa 

County.  He’s held on a 

million dollar cash bond 

and back in court 

December 14th.     

The Rhinelander man 

who held authorities at 

bay for several hours last 

week is in Oneida County 

Court today.  21-year old 

Matthew Smith 

threatened to kill himself 

and others at a home on 

Hwy 8, west of the city.  



Several people including 

a child were able to 

leave the house as 

authorities worked to 

remove him.  That came 

six hours later.  Smith is 

charged with two 

felonies and several 

misdemeanors including 

disorderly conduct 

domestic abuse, resisting 

arrest and a drug 

charge.   

Winter parking 

regulations go into effect 

Friday, December first in 

Rhinelander.  Through the 

first of April there’s no 

overnight parking and 

during daylight hours, 

vehicles will alternate on 

odd and even days with 

the numbered addresses.   
 

 
State school grades News 11/21/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

In the second year of 

report cards that use 

legislatively mandated 

growth and value-added 

calculations, 82 percent 

of Wisconsin’s public and 



private school report 

cards had three or more 

stars, meaning the 

schools met or exceeded 

expectations for 

educating students. More 

than 95 percent of the 

state’s public school 

districts earned a three-

star rating.  Locally, 

Tomahawk, Northland 

Pines, Three Lakes and 

Wausau districts 

exceeded expectations.  

Lakeland, Crandon, 

Merrill and Antigo all met 

the goals while 

Rhinelander failed to 

meet the expectations.   

  

The Wisconsin Assembly's 

minority leader was one 

of two Democrats touring 

the troubled Lincoln Hills 

juvenile institution 

yesterday.  Gordon Hintz 

joined Milwaukee 

Democrat David Bowen 

in meeting with present 



and former employees 

about reported abuses of 

both youth inmates and 

staffers.  Retired youth 

counselor Doug Curtis 

said it's the first time he 

could speak in depth 

with lawmakers since the 

assaults of staffers 

occurred after the July 

federal court order to 

ease off on punishments 

for inmate behavior.  

Bowen says what he 

heard made him even 

more concerned about 

the state of affairs at 

Lincoln Hills near Irma -- 

and it's clear that more 

staffers are needed. 

Three of every ten jobs at 

Lincoln Hills are either 

vacant or have people 

on leave.  

 

A six-year-old girl is 

among the first, if not the 

first, to shoot a deer as 

the result of a new state 



law that lets kids younger 

than ten hunt with 

mentors for the first time.  

Tyler Harris had "tears of 

joy" when his young 

daughter Lexi got her first 

buck Sunday in central 

Wisconsin.    
 

 
Ashland school teacher on 
paid leave  News 11/22/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

An elementary school 

teacher in Ashland is on 

paid administrative leave 

after a social media post 

about the shooting 

death of a Native 

American Student.  14-

year old Jason Pero was 

killed by a sheriff’s deputy 

when he allegedly 

lunged at him with a 

knife.  Sandra Gokee, a 

K-5 Ojibwe language 

instructor stands by her 

comments which some 

said were defamatory 

and inflammatory.   

Earlier this month voters in 

the Three Lakes school 

district approved a $15-

millon referendum to, 



according to 

administrators, literally 

keep the doors open.  It 

was the fourth time 

they’ve had to turn to 

the taxpayers over the 

last decade.  Now, the 

Merrill district could be 

next, facing a $1.8-million 

deficit.  Officials there 

have been making deep 

cuts in the budget to 

keep operating but that’s 

no longer an option.  A 

recent survey found two-

thirds of respondents 

support a referendum 

and a $10-million request 

over the next four years 

could be on the ballot in 

April.    

Preliminary numbers from 

the DNR show the 

opening weekend of the 

state’s gun deer season 

down almost 12% from 

last year.  Hunters killed 

nearly 14,000 fewer deer 

during the opening 



weekend with both buck 

and doe numbers being 

down.   

Originally built in 1901, 

the historic Wausau train 

depot on Grant Street 

has been standing 

empty.  And last night 

the city’s planning 

commission approved 

plans to convert it to a 

distillery and winery.  The 

city council will discuss 

the proposal December 

12th and could approve 

it.  If that happens, 

owners say construction 

would begin with the 

hope of a spring 

opening.   
 

 
Environmental lobbyist 
speaks out about state 
pollution News 11/22/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

An environmental 

lobbyist says a Wisconsin 

bill to reduce air pollution 

enforcement would 

mean more hidden 

chemicals in the air 

nobody knows about.  

Sara Barry spoke for 

Clean Wisconsin at a 



state Assembly hearing 

yesterday on a G-O-P bill 

to limit the state's air 

pollution enforcement 

only to chemicals that 

the federal E-P-A 

regulates.  A new 

legislative report says 

Wisconsin now regulates 

358 pollutants that 

Washington doesn't -- 

and the bill's sponsors, 

say it puts an undue 

burden on state 

businesses.  Also, 

lawmakers heard 

testimony on a G-O-P bill 

to shut down the state's 

air pollution monitor at 

Kohler-Andre State Park 

in Sheboygan County -- 

where a business group 

says it picks up ozone 

from Chicago, thus 

putting unfair limits on 

local air emissions. 

A Wisconsin advocacy 

group announced its 

32nd annual list of 



children's toys holiday 

shoppers should avoid.  

And for the first time, an 

online related toy gets a 

warning from the 

Wisconsin Public Interest 

Research Group. The 

group known as WISPIRG 

mentions privacy 

concerns with toys like 

"My Friend Cayla," a doll 

connected to Bluetooth.  

The group says the 

Federal Trade 

Commission is 

investigating whether 

Cayla violates the 

Children's Online 

Protection Act.  Parents 

need to make sure their 

kids' toys don't have 

insecure connections 

strangers can invade 

with their smartphones. 

Two young Wisconsinites 

shot bucks this deer 

season thanks to a new 

state law dropping the 

age limit.  Seven-year-old 



Dylan Copus of Mount 

Horeb bagged an eight 

pointer, joining six-year-

old Lexie Harris of Taylor 

County who got a six 

pointer during the 

opening weekend.  
 

 
Tripoli man serving life 
sentence News 11/23/17 630a,730a,830a,1230p,530p 1:30 

Kenneth Welsh of Tripoli is 

serving a prison sentence 

after threatening to kill his 

wife and blow up his 

home last year.  His 

actions prompted a 

three hour standoff with 

authorities but the 51-

year old said he didn’t 

understand his defense 

attorney explaining 

everything he was 

charged with when he 

took a no-contest plea 

last September.  Oneida 

County Circuit Court 

Judge Michael Bloom 

agreed and vacated the 

conviction and 

sentence.  He’ll now re-

hear those charges to 

enter another plea or 



have the case go to trial.  

A status conference is set 

for December fourth. 

The body of a 65-year old 

Woodruff woman was 

found yesterday in Upper 

Michigan.  The Gogebic 

County Sheriff’s deputies 

were called to assist in a 

search effort after her car 

was found by police in a 

parking lot north of 

Bessemer about 8:00.  

She was found about two 

hours later.  Why the 

woman was in the area is 

unknown and the sheriff's 

department said no 

other details were 

available.  The cause of 

death and her name 

have not yet been 

released. 

Three people were hurt 

after a traffic accident 

near Fifield Tuesday 

night.  The Price county 

sheriff’s office reported 

the crash of a pickup 



and SUV on Hwy 13 near 

Walnut Street just after 

5:30.  Two people in the 

SUV and the driver of the 

truck were injured and 

are being treated at an 

area hospital.   

This is one of the busiest 

travel weekends of the 

year and authorities 

remind motorists to take it 

easy, plan ahead and 

check conditions before 

hitting the road. 
 

 
Kwik Trip to make big 
investment in it’s stores News 11/24/17 

630a,730a,830a.,1230p,530
p 1:30 

Kwik Trip is planning to 

make a $300 million 

capital investment to 

support its convenience 

store chain.  Plans by the 

La Crosse-based retailer 

include a $113 million 

bakery plant, expanding 

its dairy manufacturing 

facility, kitchen 

operations and 

transportation fleet. The 

investment is expected 

to create more than 300 

jobs in the La Crosse area 



over the next five years.  

Construction of the new 

bakery is expected to be 

completed by late next 

year.  Gov. Scott Walker's 

office says the Wisconsin 

Economic Development 

Corporation authorized 

up to $21 million in state 

income tax credits over 

the next five years for the 

expansion.  Kwik Trip 

owns and operates more 

than 600 retail 

convenience stores in 

Wisconsin, Minnesota 

and Iowa. The company 

is building 56 new stores 

this year, including 36 in 

Wisconsin. 

With holiday and hunting 

travel ramping up, 

current winter road 

conditions are visible on 

the mobile-friendly 511 

Wisconsin website and 

mobile app.  The 

information is provided 

by frequent reporting 

https://511wi.gov/
https://511wi.gov/


from the Wisconsin State 

Patrol and enhanced by 

updates from additional 

highway staff.  “You can 

sign in, have your own 

account, and select 

specific counties that you 

would need to know 

about, whether you drive 

through, live in or work in 

them,” according to 

Brian DeNeve program 

manager for driver 

information, for the 

Wisconsin DOT.  DeNeve 

said drivers should never 

check the app while 

behind the wheel: do it 

ahead of time, pull off 

the road, or have a 

passenger check it for 

you.  In the last five years, 

Wisconsin has averaged 

18,600 motor vehicle 

crashes, during the winter 

months. 

 

 
Three more gun accidents News 11/27/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 Three more hunting 



reported in state from deer 
hunting season 

accidents have been 

reported as the gun deer 

season in the state 

yesterday.  Wednesday 

in Ozaukee County a 

hunter fired at a running 

deer, missed and struck a 

53-year old man in the 

leg.  Thursday morning in 

Clark County a man was 

walking in a cornfield 

when his weapon fired 

several times, one hitting 

him in the foot.  And in 

Washburn County a 

hunter was moving his 

blind when his gun 

discharged and hit his 

foot.   

Meanwhile it was a deer 

that was rescued 

Saturday after it went 

through thin ice.  Lincoln 

County Sheriff’s deputies 

pulled the animal to 

safety from Tug Lake in 

the Town of Rock Falls.  

Authorities use the rescue 

to remind anglers ice is 



still very thin and 

dangerous.   

Today is another frenzied 

day of shopping with 

Cyber Monday and 

overall merchants big 

and small say the biggest 

shopping weekend of 

the year didn’t 

disappoint.  Big box 

stores locally set records 

while small businesses on 

Saturday said the traffic 

was brisk and much more 

relaxed.  From Wausau to 

Land o’ Lakes store 

owners said they were 

pleased with the turnout.  

Many said shoppers took 

advantage of the smaller 

restaurants and coffee 

shops in between stops.   

 

Chris Boswell kicked a 

career-long 53-yard field 

goal as time expired to 

give the Pittsburgh 

Steelers a 31-28 victory 

over the Green Bay 



Packers last night. The 

Packers are now 5-6 and 

will face an uphill battle 

to make the playoffs, 

taking on a struggling 

Tampa Bay team at 

home on Sunday.   
 

 
Two men arrested in 
Lincoln Co. are in jail News 11/27/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Two men arrested during 

a Lincoln county traffic 

stop last night are in jail 

facing felony drug 

charges.  The sheriff’s 

department reports their 

vehicle was stopped 

around 7:30 and the 

deputy noticed the smell 

of marijuana.  A search 

found the pot and 

psilocin or mushrooms.  

The driver, a 49-year old 

Weston man will be 

charged with possession 

of drugs and 

paraphernalia and being 

a repeat offender.  A 20-

year old Tomahawk man 

is held on possession 

charges and felony bail 



jumping.   

Racine County officials 

say it's prudent to make 

sure they have 70-million 

dollars in hand as the 

purchase of land for the 

Foxconn Technology 

project starts.  Members 

of the Board of 

Supervisors approved 

bonding at a meeting 

last week.  The debt will 

be eventually covered 

by special assessments 

against Foxconn as a 

part of the giant deal 

bringing thousands of 

jobs to the county.  

Getting the money early 

will speed up the 

process.  

The Great Love Debate 

says Milwaukee has an 

attractive population, a 

vibrant social scene and 

a confident dating 

community.  That online 

podcast is sponsoring a 

national touring series of 



live forums on love, 

dating and relationships.  

As a part of the tour, it 

has named Milwaukee 

"America's Best City To 

Find Love" for 2017.  Its 

news release says 

Milwaukee is "like 

Chicago, without the 

downside."  Minneapolis 

was named the city with 

the most date-able men 

and -- just in case you 

want to know -- the worst 

U-S city for love is Denver. 
 

 
Oneida Co. sheriff’s are 
asking for help locating a 
missing person  News 11/28/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Oneida County 
Sheriffs Department is 
asking for your help in 
finding a missing 
person. 62-year-old 
Margie Hurula has been 
missing from her 
Hazelhurst home near 
Highway Y since 
Sunday afternoon. 
Authorities say Hurula is 
possibly wearing jeans 
and a white jacket. If 



you have any 
information about the 
whereabouts of Margie 
Hurula, contact the 
Oneida County Sheriffs’ 
Office. 
 

U-S Senator Ron 
Johnson says he's 
working with other 
Republican senators 
who have concerns 
about the tax reform bill, 
but he still intends to 
vote "no," unless 
changes are made.  The 
Wisconsin Republican 
says the measure 
doesn't cut business 
taxes enough for "pass 
through" partnerships 
and corporations -- 
where profits are 
passed to the owners 
and they report them on 
their individual tax 
returns.  Johnson is a 



member of the Senate 
Budget Committee, 
which is scheduled to 
vote on the bill today 
(Tuesday).  He says he 
will vote for it -- if it is 
fixed. 

  

Governor Scott Walker 
signed a bill yesterday 
creating a new council 
to fight homelessness in 
Wisconsin. The 
measure passed the 
Legislature 
unanimously. The new 
law will bring together 
eight agencies to target 
homelessness through a 
coordinating council to 
be chaired by 
Lieutenant Governor 
Rebecca Kleefisch. It 
marks the first time in 
state history that a 
coordinated effort to 
combat homelessness 



is created under state 
law. The bill is the final 
of a package of four 
enacted into law this 
year that are focused on 
the problem of 
homelessness. 

 

 
Foxconn update News 11/28/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Members of the Mount 
Pleasant Village Board 
have given unanimous 
approval for the biggest 
economic development deal 
in Wisconsin history.  Their 
vote yesterday gives 
Foxconn Technology Group 
about 760-million dollars in 
local incentives to build a 
flat-screen plant which 
could bring 13-thousand 
jobs to the region.   
Foxconn plans to build a 
25-million square-foot 
manufacturing complex just 
east of Highway K-R and 
Interstate 94, with 
construction starting next 
year.  As part of the deal, 
the company will actually 
receive 12-hundred acres of 



land for free. 
 
The Outagamie County 
District Attorney's office will 
determine how serious the 
legal troubles are for a 
Green Bay Packers player.  
T-M-Z reports tight end 
Lance Kendricks was pulled 
over for speeding during the 
Labor Day weekend.  The 
police officer reported 
smelling a strong marijuana 
odor coming from the 
vehicle.  Although he 
denied possessing drugs at 
first, Kendricks is said to 
have told the officer he had 
marijuana in the glove box.  
He was given a warning for 
speeding and charged with 
possession of marijuana 
and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 
 
When a four-hour standoff 
in Black River Falls finally 
came to a safe conclusion, 
a man who had refused to 
leave his friend's apartment 
stepped outside and 



surrendered.  The long 
afternoon started with an 
emergency call from a 
victim of domestic abuse. 
Ten-to-15 people living in 
the surrounding 
neighborhood were 
evacuated.  After he gave 
up, the man was booked 
into the county jail.  His 
name hasn't been released. 
 

 
Missing Hazlehurst 
woman found dead News 11/29/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The search by multiple 

agencies discovered the 

body of a Hazelhurst 

woman, missing since 

Sunday.  62-year old 

Margie Hurula apparently 

left her home near Hwy Y 

for a walk.  Officials 

discovered her body in 

the woods near Leisure 

Drive yesterday 

afternoon.  The Oneida 

County Medical 

Examiner’s office 

investigation continues 

into the cause of her 

death.   

Crandon Police officer 



Ryan Wilson’s actions 

were justified in the 

shooting death of Dexter 

Baxter last month.  Forest 

County DA Charles 

Simono ruled yesterday 

Wilson’s actions were in 

self-defense after a fight 

ensued after a traffic 

stop following a robbery 

complaint.  Squad car 

video documented the 

attack as Baxter 

grabbed and began 

choking the officer and 

gouging at his eyes, all 

the while reaching for his 

weapon.  Wilson was 

able to fend off the initial 

attack and fire several 

times, hitting Baxter.  He 

was pronounced dead a 

short time later.  

Toxicology reports 

indicated Baxter was 

intoxicated and tested 

positive for several drugs 

including cocaine.   

25-year old Sanome 



Wheelock of Madison 

remains in the Oneida 

county jail on a $25,000 

cash bond.  He faces 

several felony and 

misdemeanor charges 

after a high speed chase 

last month that ended 

with a wreck just north of 

Lake Tomahawk.  He 

took a not guilty plea in 

court yesterday and is 

back in court January 9th.  

Wausau’s City Council 

last night turned down a 

proposal that would 

restrict smoking in public 

parks.  Supporters of the 

measure maintain the 

litter of cigarette butts all 

over deters people from 

visiting the parks.  City 

officials said people 

should just pick up after 

themselves.   

 

 
Deer hunt kills down 
across the state News 11/29/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Wisconsin hunters shot 

their second lowest 

number of deer since 



1982, and the state sold 

its fewest gun licenses 

since 1976.  In preliminary 

data released yesterday, 

the D-N-R found almost 

196-thousand deer were 

registered for the nine 

day gun season that 

ended Sunday.  That's 

the lowest since 2014, 

when 192-thousand were 

shot.  Media reports cite 

an increase in crossbow 

hunters, and sociologists 

have predicted a drop in 

hunting across the 

country as people spend 

less time outdoors.  Ten-

thousand fewer than last 

year were sold -- just the 

second time in 41 years 

fewer than 600-thousand 

licensed hunters were in 

the woods. The buck 

harvest rose by one-

percent in Wisconsin this 

year, but the antlerless 

total fell by two-percent, 

and the Northwoods was 



the only region to report 

an increase. 

U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

votes yes as the Senate 

Budget Committee 

endorsed the Republican 

tax overhaul.  The party 

line vote yesterday sends 

the package to the full 

Senate where a vote 

could come today.  

Johnson, a Wisconsin 

Republican, said earlier 

he would vote against 

the bill if it did not cut 

taxes on companies in 

which the owners pay 

income taxes on their 

individual returns.  He 

said he still has serious 

concerns about that -- 

but he changed his no 

vote after speaking with 

President Donald Trump.  

As Johnson put it, "When 

the President of the 

United States tells you 

he's going to fix your 

problem and he asks for 



your vote, I was more 

than willing to give it to 

him". 
 

 
Oneida Co. sheriff’s speak 
on missing woman found 
dead News 11/30/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The Oneida county 

Sheriff’s Department says 

the death of 62-year old 

Marie Hurula is not 

suspicious.  The Hazelhurst 

woman was reported 

missing Sunday and 

authorities found her in a 

wooded area near her 

home Tuesday where it 

appeared she fell down 

a steep embankment.   

The Planning Committee 

of the Merrill School 

Board last night endorsed 

a $2.5-million referendum 

for spring.  Declining 

enrollment and a nearly 

$2-million deficit 

prompted the move.  

Administrators said a 

recent survey in the 

district showed support 

for the plan that now 

goes to the full board 



next week.   

Northland Pines school 

district administrator Mike 

Richie announced his 

retirement.  His contract 

expires in June of 2019, 

which would be his last 

day.  In a letter to the 

school board Richie said 

he announced his 

intentions early so the 

district can find a 

replacement.  He’s held 

the position since 2004.   
 

A Milwaukee lawmaker 

wants to convert the 

state’s youth prison at 

Lincoln Hills into an adult 

alcohol and drug 

treatment facility.  

Democratic 

Representative Evan 

Goyke said the 

suggestion has less to do 

with the turmoil at the 

prison near Irma and 

more to do with 

overcrowding in the 



adult system.  There’s no 

formal bill drafted yet as 

Goyke is still seeking co-

sponsors.   

Deer hunters in the state 

still have opportunities to 

hunt.  The nine-day gun 

season ended Sunday 

with low numbers of both 

deer and hunters.  The 

muzzleloader season runs 

through next Wednesday 

when the four-day 

antlerless hunt begins.  

The archery and 

crossbow seasons remain 

open through January 7th 

statewide.   

 
Gov. Walker speaks on 
need for workers In the 
state News 11/30/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 "We need more bodies." 

That's what Governor 

Scott Walker told a 

business group yesterday, 

saying he would ask 

lawmakers to approve 

seven-million dollars next 

spring to attract more 

workers from out of state 

including millennials and 

veterans.  Senate G-O-P 



Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald supports the 

plan, saying we should 

welcome "new taxpayers 

and home buyers that 

will add fuel to our 

economic engine" -- but 

Senate Democratic 

Minority Leader Jennifer 

Shilling wants 

Republicans to look at 

their own policies which 

she says have driven 

away young adults to 

states that "invest in 

public transit, promote 

workplace flexibility, and 

support student loan 

debt relief."  Walker says 

his plan would also train 

Wisconsinites.  It comes 

during a worker shortage, 

just as the new Foxconn 

high tech plant is about 

to be built with up to 13-

thousand new jobs. 

The Governor also wants 

the U-S-D-A to declare 

Rusk and Sawyer 



counties in northwest 

Wisconsin as agricultural 

disaster areas.  In a letter 

to Ag Secretary Sonny 

Perdue, the governor 

said heavy rains and 

floods wiped out 30-

percent or more of the 

corn, soybean, oat, and 

wheat crops in the two 

counties.  Walker said the 

floods began in early 

spring and continued 

through September, 

causing many farm fields 

to have standing water 

and oversaturated soil for 

extended periods.  

Walker is seeking a U-S-D-

A secretarial designation 

making farmers eligible 

for aid that includes low 

interest loans -- and the 

assistance could be 

extended to neighboring 

counties. 

And in sports, odds 

makers have Ohio State 

a five point favorite over 



Wisconsin in the Big 10 

Championship game. 
 

 
Interview Phone 11/9/17 835a 3 min 

Talked to Lynn Dietrich from about the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle Campaign 
in the Minocqua area 
 

 
Interview In studio 11/17/17 736a 3 min.  

Talked to Kim Swisher from the 
Salvation Army for the Bell Ringing 
Campaign kickoff 
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Lake Tomahawk firefighters 
battle blaze News  12/1/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Lake Tomahawk firefighters, 

assisted by Lakeland area 

volunteers were able to 

control a fire yesterday 

afternoon that could’ve 

been far worse, given the 

dry conditions and high 

winds.  A wooded area 

between two buildings on 

East Hasbrook Road may 

have been ignited by 

chimney embers.  One 

home was slightly 

damaged but the fire was 



quickly knocked down, 

avoiding a potential loss.   

 

Convicted of two sexual 

assaults of a child and lewd 

conduct dating back to 

1971, Mark Kramer, Sr. is 

being released to the 

Rhinelander area next 

week.  His latest conviction 

was 2007, for 2nd degree 

sexual assault of a child in 

St. Croix County.  Kramer 

will be on the intensive 

supervision program while 

living at a home of Flannery 

Lake Road after his release 

on Tuesday. 

 

Wisconsin now joins nearly 

30 other states that have 

legalized industrial hemp 

farming.  Governor Scott 

Walker signed the bill 

yesterday allowing farmers 

to grow the crop, that can’t 

contain more than three-

tenths of a percent of THC, 

the active ingredient in 



marijuana.  Supports said 

hemp has a wide range of 

uses and legalizing it gives 

farmers another profitable 

crop.   

 

After nearly four years of 

negotiations, a Florida-

based hospitality company 

will buy the beleaguered 

Telemark Lodge in Cable.  

HK Hospitality Management 

will pay $47-million for the 

1,000 acre property that 

includes downhill and cross-

country skiing, and facilities 

for concerts, festivals and 

destination weddings.  An 

additional 500 acres is 

sought for a golf course 

and lake access.  The 

landmark resort was built in 

1947 and closed several 

times over the years. 
 

  
Human trafficking in the 
state increasing  News 12/1/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A federal prosecutor says 

human traffickers are now 

preying on small-town 

Wisconsin.  More than 100 

law enforcement officials 



and advocates have been 

in Wisconsin Dells this week 

for a special state-wide 

conference on Human 

Trafficking.  Assistant U-S 

Attorney Diane Schlipper 

believes trafficking is 

"evolving," though she says 

she hates to use that term.  

Schlipper says traffickers are 

trolling Facebook, looking 

for victims.  She says there's 

no reason law enforcement 

agencies can't also use 

Facebook as a tool to find 

out who's involved.   

Segments of the Oneida 

County ATV Trail System shut 

down for the season on 

Monday morning.  The 

entire Lynne/Little Rice 

system and West Loop of 

the Enterprise Township Trail 

south of Shingle Mill Road 

close for the winter at 8am.  

The Enterprise campground 

also closes Monday.  

Weather permitting the 

trails reopen May 22nd of 



next year. 

Organizers say the Winter 

Jubilee in Green Bay's 

Titletown District will run 

throughout the month of 

December.  Activities 

kicked off yesterday with 

the grand opening of the 

ice skating rink, a light show, 

demonstrations by ice 

sculptors and a visit from 

Santa.  Two new businesses 

opened their doors to take 

advantage of the 

gathering crowds -- the 46-

Below Bistro and the 

Rockwood Terrace event 

space.  The 130-million 

dollar Titletown District is 

located on 45 acres near 

historic Lambeau Field. 

And in sports, the Wisconsin 

Badgers remain 5.5 point 

underdogs against Ohio 

State in the Big Ten 

Championship.  The 

Buckeyes have won the last 

five meetings between 

them including an overtime 



win last year and an ugly 

shut out in 2014.   
 

  
Gov. Walker to won’t 
comment on recent sexual 
assault allegations News 12/4/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker says 

he’s not going to comment 

on recent sexual assault 

allegations that have 

targeted elected officials, 

even though he has 

previously called on 

Alabama U.S. Senate 

candidate Roy Moore to 

drop out of the race.   

Walker previously joined 

many Republicans who said 

Moore should drop out, 

following accusations he 

had sexually assaulted teen 

girls in the 1970s.  However, 

when asked about assault 

claims against Republican 

President Donald Trump 

and Democratic Minnesota 

U.S. Senator Al Franken, the 

governor declined to weigh 

in – saying he hasn’t seen 

all the facts. 

The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 



department is concerned 

about the welfare of a 

missing Merrill girl.  15-year 

old Mariah Schaaf most 

likely ran away from her 

home and may be in the 

Medford area.  Deputies 

ask that any information be 

forwarded to their office or 

the Taylor County Sheriff’s 

department.   

The final phase of the Hwy 

51 reconstruction project in 

the Lakeland area gets 

underway this week.  

Beginning in the spring, 

construction from Third 

Avenue in Woodruff to 

Tuckaway Drive in Arbor 

Vitae gets underway.  

Already, buildings are being 

removed or demolished in 

preparation for the work 

which includes widening 

the intersection of Hwys 51 

and 47, upgraded storm 

sewer, curb, gutter and 

sidewalks.  The project, 

which started in 2013 should 



be complete by the 

summer of 2019.   

And in sports, the first carry 

of the game for running 

back Aaron Jones in 

overtime went for 20-yards 

and a score to carry the 

Green Bay Packers to a 26-

20 win over Tampa Bay.   

 

  
Ron Johnson speaks about 
recent political news News 12/4/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 U-S Senator Ron Johnson 

isn't buying projections from 

the Joint Committee on 

Taxation about the impact 

of tax reform.  The Wisconsin 

Republican decided to 

support his party's bill.  The 

committee estimated last 

week the Senate tax bill will 

increase the federal debt 

by more than one-trillion 

dollars over the next 

decade, but Johnson 

dismisses that as a "joke."  

The committee found tax 

cuts would trigger 

economic growth, but not 

enough to off-set one-



point-six-trillion dollars in lost 

revenue as the result of the 

cuts.  The bill would be the 

biggest tax code overhaul 

in the last 30 years.  

Democrats were 

complaining they weren't 

being given enough time to 

read the bill before voting 

on it.  

 A no contest plea to 

armed robbery charges 

results in a two-and-a-half-

year prison sentence for an 

Iola man.  David Schmies 

was involved in the April 

16th incident at a Stevens 

Point apartment where 

cash and marijuana was 

stolen.  Investigators say 

Schmies and Zachary 

Hendricks were wearing 

masks and carrying guns 

when they entered the 

apartment.   

Tomahawk and DNR 

firefighters responded to a 

grass fire Saturday morning 

in the town of Bradley.  



Around 11:30 the fire was 

reported at the 7000 block 

of County Road E.  The 

blaze was quickly 

contained and the 

homeowner informed 

Lincoln County deputies 

sparks from an outdoor 

wood furnace may has 

started it. 

Two people were hurt in a 

two car crash Saturday 

afternoon in the town of 

Scott.  A 48-year old Merrill 

man and a 19-year old 

Wausau woman were both 

treated and released at 

Ascension Good Samaritan 

Health Center. 
 

  
Gov. Walker wants to test 
people receiving state aid News 12/5/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Governor Scott Walker 

wants to drug test able-

bodied recipients of 

Wisconsin's Food Share 

program and the state 

Legislature has 120 days to 

object.  The Obama 

administration blocked the 

idea previously.  Estimates 

find less than 1% of the 



able-bodied adults getting 

benefits will test positive, 

meaning the impact of the 

change won't be great.  

The food stamp program is 

overseen by the state, but 

funded mostly by federal 

taxpayers.   

It may be two years out but 

planning is underway for 

work on the Hwys 8 and 47 

intersection in Rhinelander.  

The Department of 

Transportation, noting 

safety issues and the 

deteriorating pavement, 

are weighing two options, 

to provide better vision of 

oncoming traffic with offset 

left turn lanes or creating a 

roundabout.  Public 

hearings on the plans begin 

next Tuesday at city hall.   

Wisconsin truck drivers say a 

new federal law requiring 

them to have electronic 

logging devices installed 

will cost them a lot of 

money and create a safety 



risk.  The new law was 

passed to head off serious 

accidents caused by tired 

big rig drivers.  The federal 

government wants the E-L-

Ds to help it enforce current 

guidelines allowing truckers 

to drive only 11 hours in a 

14-hour period before they 

have to take a 10-hour 

break. 

Wausau is looking to 

establish a dog park in the 

city.  The Parks and 

Recreation committee 

discussed potential 

locations yesterday and a 

two acre parcel south of 

the Post Office near 4th 

Street picked up the most 

support.  Staff will examine 

the area and determine if 

there would be any issues 

with developing the site.   
 

  
Wausau firefighters battle 
blaze in the city News 12/5/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Wausau firefighters spent 

most of the morning 

battling a blaze on the 

city’s west side at a cold 

storage facility.  The call 



came in just after six of a 

fire at Central Storage at 

1212 West Street.  Several 

other departments were 

dispatched for mutual aid.  

There was a concern about 

an adjacent storage 

building containing hay.  

The cold and wind 

hampered the efforts.  No 

injuries were reported. 

Wisconsin taxpayers were 

on the hook for 75-

thousand dollars to settle a 

sexual harassment claim 

against a state senator’s 

office five years ago.  That 

money was awarded to an 

aide to state Senator 

Spencer Coggs.  He left the 

Legislature and is now 

treasurer for the City of 

Milwaukee.  Chief clerks of 

the Wisconsin Senate and 

Assembly have revealed 

three more complaints of 

sexual harassment in the 

Legislature over the last 10 

years.  It has a policy of not 



releasing details of such 

complaints and the 

resulting investigations.  An 

administrative law judge 

found there was probable 

cause to believe the 

complaint filed by former 

Coggs aide Jana Williams in 

2015. 

A merger of Wisconsin-

based Aurora Health Care 

and Illinois-based Advocate 

Health Care would create 

one of the largest non-profit 

health care systems in the 

country.  Merger plans were 

announced yesterday.  

When it's final, the newly-

named Advocate Aurora 

Health would serve almost 

three-million patients a 

year, operate more than 

two dozen hospital and 

have more than 73-

thousand employees.  

Advocate and Aurora 

would maintain their current 

headquarter locations.  

Federal and state 



regulatory agencies still 

have to give their 

approval.   
 
 

  
People declare for 
Rhinelander mayor race News 12/6/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Three people had 

declared their candidacy 

for Mayor in Rhinelander, 

but incumbent Dick Johns 

isn’t one of them.  He made 

that official yesterday.  

Circulating nomination 

papers are 13-year 

incumbent alderman Alex 

Young, former alderman 

Scott Counter and Chris 

Frederickson, a respiratory 

therapist and youth sports 

coach.  The filing deadline 

is January 2nd and should all 

three meet that date, a 

February 20th primary would 

narrow the race to two 

candidates for the April 

election.   

As Rhinelander receives its 

third quarterly check for the 

Premier Resort Area Tax, 

where funds go directly to 

pay for city infrastructure 



which is mainly road 

maintenance, the city of 

Minocqua is taking a look 

at the plan.  The Board of 

Supervisors learned more 

about it last night, and how 

the additional half percent 

sales tax could potentially 

benefit the community.  The 

earliest any action would 

be taken would be next fall 

in a referendum vote once 

a series of public hearings 

were held.  Eagle River 

implemented the tax in 

2006 to lessen the 

dependence of property 

tax revenues.    

The federal Children’s 

Health Insurance Program 

supports nearly 118,000 kids 

in Wisconsin and Governor 

Scott Walker wants it to 

continue.  He’s called on 

Congress not to cut it.   

Moves to tighten the state’s 

drunk driving laws are 

underway in Madison.  

Representative John Spiros 



of Marshfield, in a public 

hearing yesterday heard 

from people who lost family 

members to crashes 

involving drunk drivers.  

Currently a driver with an 

OWI offense suspension can 

apply for an occupational 

license but his new bill 

would remove that privilege 

after multiple convictions.   
 

  
Former state dairy princess 
goes before parole board News  12/6/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 A former Wisconsin dairy 

princess goes before a 

parole board today after 27 

years behind bars.  Forty-

eight-year-old Lori Esker was 

found guilty in 1990 of killing 

her ex-boyfriend's fiancee.  

Lisa Cihaski was 21 years old 

when she was strangled 

with a belt in a car in a Rib 

Mountain motel parking lot.  

Witnesses in the case told 

the court Esker was 

obsessive and still wanted 

to have a relationship with 

the man, even though they 

had broken up.  The N-B-C 

television movie "Beauty's 



Revenge" featured the 

case.  The board's decision 

on her parole is expected 

to take several weeks. 

Rhinelander Mayor Richard 

Johns has been in office 

since 2004 when he was 

appointed to fill the 

remainder of Kevin Jenkins’ 

term when he resigned.  He 

was re-elected twice since 

then but this is his last term 

as he’s announced he 

won’t seek re-election next 

year.  Several people are 

circulating nomination 

papers for the position, 

which are due January 2nd, 

potentially setting up a 

February primary.  First time 

candidate Chris 

Frederickson is a respiratory 

therapist and youth sports 

coach.  Scott Counter is a 

former alderman and Alex 

Young is a 13-year 

incumbent on the city 

council.  The general 

election is in April.   



A winter weather advisory is 

in effect until 11 tonight for 

Iron County as lake effect 

snow showers are predicted 

to dump 5-to-7 inches or 

more across much the 

western half of the UP and 

far northern Wisconsin.  

Drivers should be aware of 

rapidly changing road 

conditions and reduced 

visibility with the blowing 

snow. 
 

  
Merrill voters will see school 
referendum in spring News  12/7/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Voters in the Merrill School 

District will see a 

referendum in spring.  The 

school board approved the 

$2.5-million proposal and is 

working to have the 

specific language ready by 

the end of the year.  

Decreasing enrollment and 

budget deficits prompted 

the move as administrators 

said they’re not adding 

anything, just maintaining.   

Governor Scott Walker 

stopped in Wausau 



yesterday to sign several 

bills into law increasing 

support for disabled 

veteran business owners, 

veteran farmers and tuition 

grants for members of the 

National Guard.  In signing 

the three bipartisan 

measures, Walker said it’s 

now easier for veterans to 

access the resources 

needed to excel in 

education, business and 

farming to help keep 

Wisconsin moving forward.   

The Wisconsin Parole 

Commission has deferred 

parole eligibility until next 

August for Lori Esker, the 

Dairy Princess convicted of 

killing Lisa Cihaski in Rib 

Mountain in 1989.  Esker, 

now 48-years old, has 

served 27 years of a life 

sentence and another 

parole hearing is set for 

June.  A decision on Esker's 

parole will be under review 

for several weeks following 



that hearing. 

A bill relaxing limits on 

carrying concealed 

weapons across state lines 

passed the House of 

Representatives yesterday.  

It’s the first gun legislation 

federal lawmakers have 

seen since the mass 

shootings in Nevada and 

Texas.  Current law requires 

gun owners to get permits 

to carry a weapon to the 

state they’re traveling to.  

Supporters say law-abiding 

gun owners shouldn’t be 

restricted while opponents 

contend people in states 

with loose laws will violate 

rules in more restrictive 

states.  Wisconsin accepts 

most state’s permits. 

 

  
Two people arrested after 
Crandon man dies from 
heroin  News 12/7/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Two people were arrested 

after a Crandon man died 

after taking Heroin.  29-year 

old Warren VanZile was 

unresponsive when medics 

attended to him November 



29th at a home in the Town 

of Nashville.  Based on the 

continuing investigation 

and search warrants, 24-

year old Florence Gomez 

and 34-year old Noel 

Vandiver were arrested and 

face reckless homicide 

charges.  The Forest County 

Sheriff’s department noted 

the investigation is ongoing 

and more arrests are 

possible.   

A bi-partisan task force will 

conduct the first review of 

Wisconsin school funding in 

the last 20 years.  

Lawmakers on the panel 

will hold their first meeting 

later this month, then 

conduct a series of hearings 

across the state.  They are 

expected to submit a 

report to the Legislature of 

the end of 2018.  Two 

Republicans, Senator Luther 

Olsen and Representative 

Joel Kitchens, will co-chair 

the task force made up of 



14 members, including 

three Democratic 

lawmakers and five school 

officials. 

Seven Somali Muslim 

workers at the Ariens plant 

in Brillion were fired and 14 

others resigned after failing 

to comply with new rules 

regarding prayer breaks on 

the job.  Now a federal 

lawsuit was filed alleging 

the company is violating 

the Civil Rights Act of 1964 

and the Wisconsin Fair 

Employment Act.  The 

workers say they’re forced 

to choose between not 

performing their prayers or 

possibly losing their jobs.   

Stevens Point has outgrown 

its city hall and is looking to 

expand.  Council members 

approved purchasing three 

properties to alleviate the 

overcrowded building.  

Design plans are expected 

soon and building could 

start in spring. 
 



  
Madison man charged in 1

st
 

degree homicide News 12/8/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A Madison man charged 

with two robberies in 

Wausau was convicted of 

first degree intentional 

homicide.  37-year old 

Curtis Langlois was 

sentenced to life in prison 

without parole after killing a 

man outside a Madison gas 

station in August.  He’s also 

charged with robbing the 

Family Video and Fast Break 

Mobil in Wausau.  Langlois 

confessed to the Dane 

County crime while in 

custody in Marathon 

County.   

Officials in Marinette 

County reported an armed 

man was killed by police 

early yesterday morning.  

Not many details are 

available but a disturbance 

starting at a motel near 

Peshtigo led to multiple 

officers firing at the suspect, 

whose identity has not 

been released.  

Investigators with the 



Wisconsin Department of 

Justice are investigating. 

A Merrill man is back in 

court the 21st, accused of 

burglarizing a home.  29-

year old Noel Mark is in the 

Lincoln County jail after 

allegedly stealing two guns.  

He was arrested after a 

traffic stop revealed one of 

the stolen weapons.  Mark 

has a lengthy record dating 

back to 2005 and faces 

burglary, theft and 10 

counts of bail jumping in 

several counties.  Judge 

Jay Tlusty ordered a 

competency exam prior to 

his next court appearance.     

City officials in Minneapolis 

want the Minnesota 

National Guard to help with 

security for the upcoming 

Super Bowl at U.S. Bank 

Stadium.  Mayor Betsy 

Hodges, in a letter to 

Governor Mark Dayton said 

the city doesn’t have the 



resources to meet all the 

safety needs during the 10 

days leading up to the 

game February 4th.  The 

governor is reportedly 

considering the request. 

 

  
Rhinelander Northwood Golf 
course making changes News 12/8/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 For nearly 30 years, 

Rhinelander’s Northwood 

Golf Course has been a go 

to destination for the sport, 

but over the last decade 

has been hemorrhaging 

money.  The city has finally 

reigned it in following 

recommendations from an 

outside consultant and the 

golf advisory committee.  

The lease with Mulligan’s 

restaurant has been 

terminated and course pro 

Dan Buckley let go.  The last 

decade has seen over $1.2 

million in loses and now it 

may be up to a 

management company or 

manager to take over.  The 

city council takes the 

matter up next Tuesday. 



Xcel Energy's residential 

customers in Wisconsin are 

expected to pay an 

addition two dollars-a-

month for electrical service 

and four-dollars, 76 cents-a-

month for gas.  The Public 

Service Commission 

authorized the utility to 

increase its revenue 

through rate hikes 

approved yesterday.  

Another three dollars will be 

tacked onto the fixed 

charge, doubling it in less 

than two years.  The Citizens 

Utility Board told the panel 

low-income residents are hit 

by flat fee increases 

disproportionately.  The P-S-

C disagreed while 

approving the changes. 

A 63-year-old Turtle Lake 

woman is charged with wire 

fraud and tax violations for 

allegedly stealing 800-

thousand dollars for 

personal use from St. 

Joseph's Catholic Church in 



Rice Lake.  Deb Marcellus 

was indicted by a federal 

grand jury.  Prosecutors say 

she took the money while 

serving as the director of 

development for the 

church over a six-year 

period ending last April.  If 

convicted, she could be 

sentenced to up to 25 years 

in a federal prison without 

the possibility of parole.  
 

  
Gov. Walker to be in 
Rhinelander to sign mining 
bill News 12/11/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsin Governor Scott 

Walker will be in 

Rhinelander today to sign 

the "Mining for America" bill.  

That move will end the 

state's moratorium on gold 

and silver mining.  

Restrictions on sulfide 

mining have been tight 

enough they have served 

as a de-facto ban on the 

industry, according to some 

mining experts.  Although 

Walker voted to impose the 

1998 moratorium when he 

was in the state Assembly, 

the Republican now says he 



believes it's possible to run a 

mining operation without 

damaging the 

environment. 

The Marinette County 

Sheriff’s Department says 

the 35-year-old man shot to 

death last Thursday was 

wanted in Virginia.  Jesse 

Shuping was a convicted 

felon who may have been 

trying to collect a debt from 

a person staying at the 

Budget Inn motel in 

Marinette.   He was tracked 

to a house in the Town of 

Peshtigo, when he fled 

police and  crashed his car.  

He was shot when he got 

out holding a gun.  It hasn't 

been determined who fired 

the fatal shot.   

Rhinelander’s City Council 

meets tonight with a full 

agenda that includes what 

to do with the Northwood 

Golf Course.  As we told 

you last week an outside 

consultant recommended 



changes and the council 

tonight is poised to cancel 

the restaurant lease, 

terminate golf pro Dan 

Buckley and hire a 

management company to 

operate the course.  They’ll 

also move into closed 

session to deal with a 

pending lawsuit with 

Menards over taxation, the 

Rouman Cinema for 

damage sustained during 

the Streetscape Project 

downtown, and collective 

bargaining strategies with 

the city Fire Department.   
 

  
Ice fishing accident in 
Menomanie News  12/11/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Menomonie police say an 

ice fishermen who fell 

through thin ice Saturday 

morning is safe.  Witnesses 

called police to a bay on 

Lake Menomin about 7:30, 

telling them about finding 

foot prints on the ice 

leading to a hole about 100 

yards from shore.  A rescue 

team from the Menomonie 

Fire Department deployed, 



but wasn’t able to find 

anyone in the water. He 

later told police he was 

able to get himself out.  He 

tried to contact them, but 

he says he reached the 

police in Menomonee, 

Michigan, by mistake. 

Authorities arrested a 

Menasha man for dragging 

an Appleton police officer 

alongside his car over the 

weekend.  The officer was 

on foot patrol when 

authorities say he noticed 

the 46-year-old man driving 

recklessly and speeding 

inside a parking ramp 

Saturday night.  When the 

man stopped his car and 

was told to shut it off, police 

say he refused.  When the 

officer reached in, police 

say the man accelerated 

dragging the officer who 

was treated for minor 

injuries.   

Former Vice President Joe 



Biden says his Democratic 

Party needs to pay more 

attention to working-class 

and middle-class voters.  

Biden appeared at two 

events in Madison Sunday 

as a part of his national tour 

promoting his new book 

called “Promise Me, Dad:  

A Year of Hope, Hardship, 

and Purpose.”  Biden’s 

book describes what it was 

like to mourn his son’s 

death, while staying in the 

public eye and performing 

the duties of his office.  

Beau Biden was 46 years 

old when he died of a brain 

tumor in 2015. 
 

  
Gov. Walker signs mining bill News 12/12/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Wisconsin is now primed for 

mining.  Signing the “Mining 

for America” bill in 

Rhinelander, Governor 

Scott Walker noted the 

historic role of the industry 

here saying “We should be 

able to do safe, 

environmentally sound 

mining in the state.  State 



Senator Tom Tiffany of 

Hazelhurst, wrote authored 

the bill, said the Governor 

put the miner on the state 

flag back to work.  Critics 

maintain sulfide mining for 

gold and copper poses 

serious risks to ground and 

surface waters.  There are 

several sizable deposits 

across the north, one of the 

largest being in Forest 

County.  But that land was 

purchased by the area’s 

two Indian Tribes nearly 15 

years ago, ending any 

chance of mining.  The 

other potential sites are in 

the Town of Lynne in 

Oneida County and 

Marathon and Taylor 

Counties.   

Rhinelander began easing 

itself out of the golf course 

business last night, with the 

city council authorizing an 

outside management 

company to operate the 



Northwood Golf Course.  

Over the last decade it’s 

been losing money and 

after reviewing the findings 

of a consulting firm, major 

changes are coming.  The 

council also terminated the 

lease with the onsite 

restaurant and fired golf pro 

Dan Buckley.  Early plans 

are to have new operators 

in by next year.   

Several Northwoods Sheriff’s 

departments are now part 

of Project Lifesaver, a non-

profit group assisting law 

enforcement in working 

with citizens with cognitive 

conditions who may 

wander from home.  

Langlade, Lincoln, Oneida 

and Vilas counties are now 

training to work with people 

with disorders like autism, 

Alzheimers or dementia.   

 

  
State school districts pick up News 12/12/17 1230p,530p 1:30  Small, sparsely populated 



extra aid school districts in the state 

picked up over $18 million 

in sparsity aid.  144 districts 

qualified for the funding 

which is used for general 

school operations.  15 of 

those districts are in this 

area with the largest 

amounts going to Lakeland 

High School with more than 

$206,000…Hurley received 

$169,000…Lac du 

Flambeau nearly $160,000 

and Three Lakes $145,000.  

The aid helps offset the 

pressure put on smaller 

districts as enrollments 

decline and costs increase.  
  
 

A December 21st hearing 

at the State Capitol will 

focus on a new bill 

eliminating the D-N-R's 

wetland development 

permit system.  The Senate 

Committee on Natural 

Resources and the 

Assembly Committee on 

Regulatory Licensing 



Reform will hear testimony 

on a proposed change 

allowing developers to 

build on state wetlands 

without getting a permit.  

Wisconsin has about five-

million wetland acres, with 

about 10-to-30 percent 

under state jurisdiction.  The 

federal government 

controls the rest.  Under the 

new law, developers would 

still have to create one-

point-two acres of wetlands 

for every one acre they 

filled. 

 

A Mosinee man will be 

sentenced Thursday in 

Marathon County for 

stealing more than a half-

million dollars from his 

friend.  James Dupuis 

agrees to pay the friend 

back as a part of his plea 

deal.  The friend financed 

the 74-year-old's house-

flipping company called 

Own Your Own.  It was 



dissolved last January and 

Dupuis was charged a 

month later.  Dupuis told 

the victim he and his wife 

had been using the money 

for living expenses, and he 

had no way to pay back 

now nearly one-million 

dollars. 

 

 

  
Winter weather advisory 
across the state News 12/13/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 A winter weather advisory is 

in effect across the North 

through 6:00 tonight.  The 

National Weather Service is 

predicting moderate snow 

to develop this morning 

with total accumulations of 

3-5 inches.  Travel 

conditions are expected to 

diminish rapidly and 

authorities urge drivers to 

have their lights on and 

slow down.  The path of the 

system bringing the snow 

will be further north than 

previously predicted. 

 



Fire destroyed a Woodruff 

home yesterday afternoon.  

Dispatch got the call shortly 

after 4:30 from the home on 

First Avenue.  It was 

reported after a 13-year old 

boy got home from school, 

let the dogs out and 

noticed smoke.  No one 

was hurt and the cause of 

the blaze is unknown.   

 

A Lake Tomahawk man 

remains in the Oneida 

County Jail on a $10,000 

bond, accused of the 

sexual assault of a child.  

53-year old Robert Aufrere 

reportedly had improper 

contact with a young girl 

several times from 

September through 

November.  He’s back in 

court January 2nd.   

 

From all the coverage in 

the media you’d think the 

Packers were headed to 

the Super Bowl.  What it’s all 



about today is injured 

quarterback Aaron Rogers 

was cleared to play last 

night by medical personnel.  

He broke his collarbone in 

the Vikings game back in 

October.  The team 

announced the All-Pro will 

be back at practice today 

and is scheduled to start 

against the Carolina 

Panthers Sunday.  The 

Packers went 3-7 during his 

absence with Brett Hundley 

under center and they’re 

still a long shot for a playoff 

spot.   
 

  
State’s voter I’D’ law being 
questioned News 12/13/17  1230p,530p 1:30 

 A survey indicating the 

state's voter I-D law kept 17-

thousand people from 

voting is being questioned 

by a member of the 

Wisconsin Elections 

Commission.  Dean 

Knudson is a Republican 

commissioner and a former 

state lawmaker.  He wants 

to see all the data which 

went into a report 



presented to the 

commission yesterday by U-

W-Madison political science 

professor Ken Mayer.  

Knudson says he thinks the 

survey was flawed.  Mayer 

says he's willing to show the 

results which were 

collected, but he can't 

release anything which 

identifies those who took 

part.  His work only 

examined how the law 

affected voting in heavily-

Democratic Dane and 

Milwaukee counties. 

Authorities in western 

Wisconsin report two 

people have died in a 

mobile home fire.  A Buffalo 

County deputy who arrived 

on the scene shortly after 

5:00 a-m Tuesday says the 

back half of the mobile 

home was engulfed in 

flames as he drove up.  

When a small explosion was 

heard, first responders 

started waking people up 



and evacuating nearby 

homes in Buffalo City.  After 

the flames were knocked 

down, firefighters were told 

two family members were 

missing.  Their bodies were 

found in the rubble.  The 

victims' names haven't 

been released. 

Highway 70 at 1st Street in 

Eagle River was closed this 

morning due to a water 

main break and traffic 

rerouted through the 

downtown area.  Crews 

had the problem repaired 

in a few hours and 

reopened the road around 

10:00.    

Virtually all of Northern 

Wisconsin is under a winter 

weather advisory until six 

tonight. 

 

  
Wisconsin gets 1

st
 big snow 

of season News 12/14/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

 Afternoon and evening 

activities were cancelled 

and there were dozens of 

accidents in the midst of 

the first significant snowfall 



of the season.  Winter 

doesn’t officially get here 

for another week but that 

meant nothing yesterday as 

snow totals ranged from just 

over three inches in 

Wausau to over eight 

inches around Crandon as 

forecasters adjusted the 

path of the snow to the 

North.  There’s more snow in 

that forecast through the 

weekend and winter 

weather advisories for 

Ashland and Iron counties 

this morning.   

The Merrill School Board last 

night approved going to 

referendum in the spring.  

Like many districts, they’re 

facing budget deficits for 

operations and will ask 

voters to two and a half 

million dollars over four 

years, 1.8 of that for 

operations and $700,000 for 

building improvements.  The 

measure will be on the 

ballot in April. 



Attorney General Brad 

Schimel is still hoping to find 

who leaked documents 

from a secret investigation 

to the press.  The state 

Department of Justice 

released its report last week 

on the leak of documents 

from an investigation that 

targeted Governor Scott 

Walker’s campaign and 

conservative groups to The 

Guardian newspaper. The 

records showed how 

prosecutors were 

attempting to build a case 

that illegal coordination 

had taken place.  The DOJ 

found the leak likely came 

from the former 

Government Accountability 

Board, but not enough 

evidence tying it to a 

specific person.  Schimel 

said, “We reached the 

conclusion that, although 

the leak involved the 

commission of a crime, we 

can’t charge anyone 



because we don’t know 

who did it.”   

 

  
New snow excites 
snowmobilers across the 
state News  12/14/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

 Despite as much as 10-

inches of new snow in some 

parts of the North, 

authorities and snowmobile 

clubs alike remind people 

the trails are not yet open.  

While there is continued 

grooming to get them 

ready, none of the trails are 

open to riders and there 

has yet to be an official 

announce as to when that 

will be.  Many of the lakes 

again this year are unsafe 

and the snowfall doesn’t 

help, acting as an insulator 

and prevents ice from 

forming.  Averages range 

from six inches to less than 

an inch in many locations.  

Clubs across Vilas County 

have been packing 

swampy areas and finding 

many soft, wet areas as well 

as ruts from loggers and 



hunters.   

The Jefferson County 

Sheriff's Office says a plow 

truck driver going the 

wrong way caused a head-

on crash early yesterday.  

The 18-year-old Jefferson 

man is accused of causing 

an injury accident by 

intoxicated use of a motor 

vehicle.  The collision 

happened on U-S Highway 

18 in the Town of Jefferson.  

The plow truck driver and a 

53-year-old woman in the 

pickup he hit were taken to 

a hospital for treatment of 

injuries which weren't life-

threatening.  No names 

have been released.  The 

5:00 a-m mishap closed 

Highway 18 for about four 

hours. 

What’s being called a 

preview event, 

Rhinelander’s Lights of the 

Northwood’s opens tonight 

at Hodag Park.  The 

opening ceremony takes 



place at five with city 

dignitaries on hand to 

brighten things up with over 

50-thousand lights and 

displays.  Many featured 

events will be going on as 

well through Sunday.   
 

 
Construction on new clinic in 
Minocqua may begin in 
spring  News 12/15/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Construction on Marshfield 

Clinic’s new hospital in 

Minocqua may begin in the 

spring.  The Oneida County 

Board of Adjustment 

yesterday overruled an 

earlier decision by the 

county’s planning and 

development committee to 

allow building the 72,000 

square foot, $35-million 

dollar hospital adjacent to 

their clinic.  The permit 

process has dragged on 

nearly a year, fueled by the 

protests of Ascension’s 

Howard Young Medical 

Center, which is just across 

the road.  They and others 

believe it’s a duplication of 

services that may adversely 

affect the community.  



Marshfield representatives 

say it provides more jobs 

and better care.  The 

conditional use permit does 

come with some conditions 

as the board ruled the main 

traffic into the facility 

cannot use Townline Road 

and must route traffic off 

Hwy 70.  They also denied 

the building of a heliport.  

There was no reaction from 

Howard Young officials as 

to a possible court 

challenge of the decision.   

A host of volunteers and 

city officials cut the ribbon 

last night, opening four 

days of festivities at Hodag 

Park in Rhinelander for the 

Lights of the Northwoods 

display.  Over 50,000 lights 

and miles of cabling stretch 

through the park from the 

boat landing to the beach 

over 2000 feet away.  This is 

a preview event, as the 

committee originally was 

planning the display for 



2018.  The line of cars 

driving through stretched 

for blocks as families came 

to take in the colors and 

enjoy hot chocolate and 

s’mores by the huge 

bonfire.  Lights of the 

Northwoods is open from 5-

9 through Sunday.   
 

 
Snowmobile trails are 
beginning to open News 12/15/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Snowmobile trails are 

beginning to open.  The Iron 

County system opened 

yesterday with the Hurley 

Chamber of Commerce 

saying it could be the best 

early season opener in a 

decade.  Vilas County trails 

open at 5:00 today.  

Operators should be aware 

than no lakes are marked 

yet as none are safe for 

vehicle traffic.  Users are 

urged to stay on the 

marked trails.  Oneida 

County trails are not yet 

open.  Groomers advise this 

are early season conditions 

and to expect some rough 

going and wet areas with a 



rating of fair to good.   

Triple-A predicts two-point-

two-million Wisconsin 

residents will travel at least 

50 miles from home over 

the Christmas and New 

Year's holiday period.  The 

nationwide project tops 

107-million and both 

estimates represent a new 

record for the ninth straight 

year.  Most will drive and 

the roads will be the busiest 

on December 20th and 

21st.  Those will be the days 

commuters will be heading 

home from work and when 

holiday travelers are 

leaving for their 

destinations.  The official 

holiday travel period starts 

December 23rd and ends 

January 1st. 

House Speaker Paul Ryan is 

vigorously denying reports 

he will leave Congress at 

the end of the current term 

next year.  Politico.com 

reported yesterday the 



Wisconsin Republican 

made it clear he will retire 

ahead of the next 

Congress.  Some friends 

have told reporters the 

veteran politician from 

Janesville dislikes the toll the 

high-pressure job takes on 

his family.  Ryan's 

Washington office calls the 

reports "pure speculation."  

He has served as Speaker of 

the House since 2015. 
 

 
Lincoln Hills school in the 
news News 12/18/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The U-S Attorney's Office for 
the Western District of 
Wisconsin has informed two 
former guards at the Lincoln 
Hills School for Boys they are 
targets of a federal 
investigation.  A grand jury will 
review the case behind closed 
doors Wednesday and make a 
determination on indictments.  
The guards’ names haven't 
been released. The incident at 
the center of the investigation 
happened in 2014 when a 
teenage prisoner's arm was 
injured while he was being 
brought under control. 



 
The coordinator of the 
Salvation Army Red Kettle 
campaign calls it "a bit of 
Christmas Magic."  An 
anonymous donor slipped a 
15-thousand dollar check into 
the kettle at Dave's Country 
Market in Merrill.  Organizers 
say that could be the biggest 
kettle donation ever received 
by the Salvation Army in 
Merrill.  The Salvation Army 
had collected about 17-
thousand dollars before 
getting the big check.  This 
year's goal is 39-thousand. 
Meanwhile, donations to the 
Salvation Army efforts in 
Rhinelander are close to 23-
thousand dollars, with a goal 
of 40-thousand and only a 
week to meet that goal. The 
public is encouraged to assist 
with the bell-ringing in 
Rhinelander. You can visit this 
stations website for details. 
 
A memo from the Legilsative 
Fiscal Bureau suggests 
converting local roads near 



the Foxconn factory in Racine 
County to state highways 
could impact other Wisconsin 
projects.  The diverted money 
could total more than 130-
million dollars.  Governor Scott 
Walker says the costs will be 
covered by savings from other 
projects in Wisconsin. 
 

 
Lights Of The Northwoods 
wrapped up last night  News 12/18/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

‘Lights of the Northwoods’ 
wrapped up last night at 
Hodag Park in Rhinelander, 
with the area food pantry one 
of the major benefactors. 
According to Shawn Will, one 
of the organizers of the event, 
over two-tons of food was 
donated by area residents 
while they enjoyed the light 
displays. The first-ever ‘Lights 
of the Northwoods’ was 
sponsored by a number of 
non-profit organizations and 
Rhinelander area businesses.  
 
She was only going to be 
inside for a moment, but that 
was long enough.  While a 
mother went in a Fitchberg 
day care Center to pick up her 



child Wednesday afternoon, a 
thief took off with her car.  She 
had left it running with an 
infant in the back.  The baby 
was found safe, still in the car 
seat, on the other side of the 
building.  Fitchburg police say 
the juveniles who took the 
woman's car have been 
arrested. 
 
County governments say the 
state has tied their hands so 
firmly when it comes to raising 
revenue, they need to 
implement ideas like a wheel 
tax.  However, state 
lawmakers want local 
governments to put revenue-
raising items like a wheel tax 
before the voters.  The senate 
bill would require those 
governments to ask 
permission in the form of a 
referendum first. More than 
two dozen state municipalities 
use a wheel tax to raise 
revenue currently. 
 

 
Hazlehurst woman in jail on 
sex crimes charges News 12/19/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

A Hazelhurst woman is 

charged with two felonies 



and neglect in connection 

with the sexual assault of 

two children.  40-year old 

Rebecka Lohr allegedly 

knew of the crimes but 

failed to report them.  She 

was reportedly dating 59-

year old David Teresinski of 

Three Lakes and witnessed 

the assaults.  He’s charged 

with the repeated sexual 

assaults and exposure.  Lohr 

is back in Oneida Court 

Friday afternoon. 

 

Bond was continued for a 

Rhinelander man, jailed on 

a lengthy list of felonies 

including manufacture, 

possession and delivery of 

methamphetamines and 

bail jumping.  51-year old 

Richard Nitschke remains 

held on a $25,000 cash 

bond after Judge Patrick 

O’Melia refused to lower it 

yesterday.  Several others 

have been prosecuted with 

this case.  Nitschke’s 



preliminary hearing is 

Thursday. 

 

Following legal advice, the 

Elcho School district will not 

change its dress code 

following a student wearing 

a Confederate flag 

sweater.  The incident in 

September brought on 

controversy after another 

student complained.  The 

School Board yesterday 

heard supporters of a 

change but refused due to 

potential risk if it limited 

what students can wear 

and the potential lawsuits 

over the right of free 

speech.   

 

Coming off the success of 

the Lights of the 

Northwoods preview last 

week, Rhinelander’s Parks 

Committee voted 

yesterday to keep the lights 

on through the first of the 

year.  The ground displays 



will be removed but the 

buildings, fencing and trees 

will remain lit from 5-9 each 

night.  More than two tons 

of food was collected for 

the food panty over the 

four day run that ended 

Sunday.   
 

 
Former Wausau woman 
involved in stabbing in the 
Twin Cities News 12/19/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Several witnesses say a 

woman's attacker ran away 

when they rushed in to help 

last week in the Twin Cities.  

Twenty-six-year-old Morgan 

Evenson was stabbed 14 

times in the Uptown area of 

Minneapolis.  She is 

expected to survive.  

Evenson is a graduate of 

Wausau East High School.  

Her fiance says she was 

walking home from her job 

at the Apple store when a 

man attacked her from 

behind.  When she fought 

back, he started stabbing 

her.  She suffered a 

lacerated kidney and 

multiple cutting injuries on 



her arms and upper body. 

A Sturgeon Bay police 

officer suffered minor 

injuries when another 

officer's service weapon 

discharged accidentally 

yesterday.  The injury was 

minor and he was to be 

released today after 

spending a night in the 

hospital.  The names of the 

two officers involved 

haven't been released.  

They were responding to a 

call about an aggressive 

man with a knife.  The 26-

year-old suspect was 

thought to be under the 

influence of drugs or 

alcohol, or both.  A taser 

had to be used to bring him 

under control and the 

officer's weapon went off 

during the take-down. 

Snowmobile trails began 

opening last week in Iron 

and Vilas counties and with 

more snow and cold in the 

forecast bringing good 



news for riders, the Oneida 

County trail system opens 

Thursday morning at 10.  

Area clubs remind people 

to stay off the trails until 

then as grooming are still 

packing swampy areas and 

filling in the rough and wet 

spots.  They also say law 

enforcement is out making 

sure operators stay off until 

then. 
 

 
Travel may be a bit delayed 
due to a developing storm News 12/20/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Holiday traveling may slow 

a bit heading into the 

weekend as a developing 

storm system moves in.  The 

first band of light snow is 

expected late this 

afternoon with about an 

inch expected by Thursday 

morning.  More widespread 

snow will start up north and 

move to the south into 

Friday morning, possibly 

heavy at times, dumping on 

average 3-5 inches.  A 

winter weather advisory is 

already in effect until 9 

tomorrow morning for 



Ashland and Iron counties.   

Rhinelander High School 

Principal David Ditzler has 

resigned.  With the district 

since 2006, Ditzler took a 

leave of absence in 

November citing health 

reasons.  In a letter this 

week to the school board 

he said his final day will be 

the 29th.  He began his 

duties as principal in 2012.  

Assistant Principal Shane 

Dornfield has been filling in 

and has been encouraged 

to formally apply. 

The Merrill Fire Department 

and Ascension Good 

Samaritan Hospital 

launched a Community 

Paramedic pilot project 

designed to improve the 

health and wellness of 

people with chronic 

illnesses.  Officials say the 

program is designed to 

close the gap by using 

existing paramedics in 

expanding roles.  Dr. Robyn 



Schertz said, “While home 

health and skilled nursing 

services are an excellent 

option for home-bound 

patients, many with chronic 

illnesses do not meet the 

criteria to have such care 

covered under health 

insurance”.  Funding for the 

program is provided by 

Ascension Good 

Samaritan’s Community 

Outreach Program.   

And Green Bay Packers 

quarterback Aaron Rogers 

is done for the season, 

placed on injured reserve 

by the team yesterday.   
 

 
Wausau man wants to be set 
free or the death penalty  News 12/20/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

A Wisconsin man who stole 

a cache of firearms from a 

gun shop and sent a 

rambling anti-government 

manifesto to the White 

House before going on the 

run wants to be set free or 

sentenced to death.  

Joseph Jakubowski was 

convicted in September of 



two charges stemming from 

the April 4 theft.  He faces 

up to 10 years in federal 

prison on each of the two 

counts when he is 

sentenced today.  His 

public defender told the 

judge Jakubowski plans to 

ask either that he be 

sentenced to death or be 

set free.  Bugni said he did 

not join him in that request.  

The thefts of guns, 

magazines and bullets from 

Armageddon Supplies in 

Janesville set off a 10-day 

manhunt in April. 

A 35-year-old Birnamwood 

pilot is charged as an 

accomplice following the 

seizure of 133 pounds of 

"high-grade" marijuana 

after police discovered it in 

a car stranded in a ditch in 

May, according to 

Langlade County court 

records.  Prosecutors say 

Landon Now helped 

transport 



several duffel bags filled 

with the drugs from 

California.  Now is charged 

with manufacture and 

delivery of more than 22 

pounds of marijuana.  

During his first court 

appearance Dec. 4, a 

judge set a $10,000 

signature bond and Now's 

attorney filed a motion to 

dismiss the charge.  No 

preliminary hearing date 

has been set.  Now was 

charged months after Pao 

Vang, 33, of Wausau, his 

passenger on the flight, was 

charged with possession 

with intent to deliver more 

than 22 pounds of 

marijuana, a felony 

punished by up to 15 years 

in prison. 

 

 

 
A possible new tax on big 
box stores News 12/21/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The ranking Republican in 

the state assembly believes 

a bill to force big box stores 

to pay more in property 

http://www.waow.com/story/35526117/2017/05/Friday/crash-near-antigo-leads-to-seizure-of-133-pounds-of-high-grade-pot
http://www.waow.com/story/35526117/2017/05/Friday/crash-near-antigo-leads-to-seizure-of-133-pounds-of-high-grade-pot


taxes won’t pass, despite 

widespread support.  

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos says the measure would 

close a loophole allowing 

the stores to be taxed as 

much as a vacant store.  

Known as “dark stores”, the 

properties are used to 

reduce assessments.  Just 

last week Menards in 

Rhinelander will get a 

nearly $16,000 refund from 

the city after the company 

sued, using the dark store 

theory.  In an out of court 

settlement the store’s 

property assessment was 

lowered for last year. 

With the GOP led tax plan 

approved yesterday, 

Wisconsinites are looking at 

how it affects them.  The 

average income is around 

$66,000 and families under 

that figure will see a tax cut 

of about $900 per year.  

That’s until 2025 when taxes 

go back up and lawmakers 



admit it’s unclear what 

happens after that. 

A string of at last 20 break-

ins are under investigation 

in Langlade County.  Sheriff 

Mark Westen said they’ve 

posted surveillance video 

online in an attempt to 

identify the suspects that 

are burglarizing homes and 

cabins in rural areas.  

Anyone with information is 

asked to contact law 

enforcement.   

The Mosinee School Board 

turned back efforts to 

change the high school 

mascot name, Indians.  

Several students began the 

campaign to avoid the 

controversial nickname.  

While the logo for Mosinee 

is the block letter, “M”, the 

word Indians is still used, 

though not as much as the 

district has been phasing it 

out. 
 

 
Some Oneida Co. 
snowmobile trails opened News 12/21/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Your view of the tax 

overhaul package passed 



today by Congress yesterday 

depends on which side of 

the aisle you sit.  Wisconsin 

Republican Ron Johnson 

calls the passage of pro-

growth tax reform that 

allows American business to 

compete globally a 

necessary step.  He says it is 

a significant improvement.  

Democrat Tammy Baldwin 

calls the package passed in 

the Senate and House a tax 

give-away to the wealthiest 

few, big corporations and 

Wall Street.  She says millions 

of middle class families will 

face tax hikes, adding 

"That's just not right and it's 

not fair." 

Oneida County officials 

opened some of the area's 

snowmobile trails for the 

season today.  It's important 

for riders to check, though, 

because warm weather a 

week ago means other 

trails are still unsafe.  The 

head of the Oneida County 



Snowmobile Council says 

there was open water 

when the temperature was 

55 degrees less than two 

weeks ago.  The water 

hasn't been cold enough to 

create the ice needed for 

all trails to open.  That's why 

all lake trails are still shut 

down.  That will change 

quickly with next week’s 

forecast. 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources has 

confirmed the 11th sighting 

of a cougar this year -- the 

most documented activity 

by the big cats in the last 

eight years.  Although 

several have been spotted 

in central Wisconsin, the 

latest report comes from 

locations in Douglas 

County.  D-N-R scientists say 

there is still no evidence the 

cougars are breeding here.  

It's believed they have 

roamed into the state from 

the west.  Trail cameras in 



northwestern Wisconsin 

caught the latest visitor. 
 

 
Wis. Rapids police make 
arrest News 12/22/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

--  Wisconsin Rapids police 
say they arrested a suspect 
Thursday on other charges, 
but they think he was the 
home invader who shot a man 
earlier in the week.  Fifty-one-
year-old homeowner Terry 
Lafler is hospitalized with a 
gunshot wound.  Lafler's 
daughter says three men 
wearing masks kicked in the 
door of their home Tuesday 
and demanded drugs and 
cash.  She says her father 
was starting to come in the 
home from the garage when 
he was shot in the stomach. 
 
(Waukesha, WI)  --  A 
Waukesha County Circuit 
Judge has sentenced one of 
the two so-called "Slender 
Man" defendants to a mental 
hospital for 25 years.  Anissa 
Weier and Morgan Geyser 
lured a classmate to a wooded 
area near Milwaukee three 
years ago and Geyser 



stabbed her 19 times.  Payton 
Leutner survived.  Weier had 
pleaded guilty in August.  She 
and Geyser said they were 
trying to win favor with a 
fictional horror character when 
they tried to kill Leutner.  
Weier apologized in court 
Thursday. 
 
(Madison, WI)  --  The 
Wisconsin Department of 
Workforce Development 
reports today (Thursday) that 
the state's unemployment rate 
was three-point-two percent in 
November. That's the state's 
lowest unemployment rate in 
18 years and zero-point-two 
percentage points down from 
October's jobless rate. The 
national unemployment rate in 
November was four-point-one 
percent. The number of 
private-sector jobs in the state 
increased by 28-hundred 
between October and 
November. 
 

 
Associated Bank to raise 
minimum wage to $15 an 
hour News 12/22/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Associated bank plans to raise 
its minimum wage to 15-



dollars an hour along with a 
one time 500 dollar bonus for 
all hourly non comissioned 
employees.  The change will 
come once the tax reform 
legislation is signed into law.  
They also say this investment 
into their workforce will 
positively impact 55-percent of 
its employees. Associated 
Bank has 4,400 employees, 
3,400 of them in Wisconsin. 
 
The Pentagon has chosen 
Madison's Truax Field as one 
of two preferred homes for the 
new state-of-the-art F-35 
fighter squadron.  The 18 
advanced jets should arrive in 
2023.  The Air National 
Guard's 115th Fighter Wing 
will fly the jets, replacing the 
F-16 fighters currently based 
there.  The decision isn't final 
yet.  The military will have to 
conduct an environmental 
impact study and gather public 
comments before making the 
final decision.  An Alabama 
base is also on the Pentagon's 
short list. 



 
Packers President and C-E-O 
Mark Murphy took the first trip 
down the new sledding hill in 
the Titletown District 
Thursday.  Tube riders can 
speed downhill on the 300-foot 
thrill ride after the grand 
opening.  The hill was 
designed to focus on giving a 
typical 13-year-old an exciting 
ride.  Introductory pricing costs 
three-dollars-a-ride, tube 
rental included.  A rider has to 
be at least four years old and 
42 inches tall. 
 

 
Very cold temps across the 
state News 12/26/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Bitterly cold temperatures 

greet people headed back 

to work after the extended 

holiday weekend.  Air 

temperatures at 20-below 

are accompanied by wind 

chills down to minus 40 

have prompted wind chill 

warnings through 9 this 

morning.  The chill will 

continue as wind chill 

advisories are posted until 

noon tomorrow.  Under 

these conditions, frostbite 



can set in, in as little as 15 

minutes. 

 

State and local lawmakers 

will get a closer look at the 

impact of the new, “Mining 

for America” law in 

Wisconsin.  Next month 

both the Wisconsin counties 

and towns associations will 

gather in Minocqua to find 

out more about the law 

allowing metallic mining, 

which takes effect later this 

summer.  Local and county 

governments do have the 

authority to limit or curtail 

mining within their 

jurisdictions and several 

have already begun 

looking into ways to 

accomplish that.   

 

One person is in custody 

following a high speed 

chase Saturday morning.  

The State Patrol stopped a 

vehicle on Hwy 8 West of 

Rhinelander for an 



equipment violation when 

the driver took off.  The 

pursuit ended when the car 

went out of control on Mail 

Route Road near Klaver 

Drive and the driver took off 

on foot.  He was arrested 

after being found by the 

Wausau K-9 unit.  Multiple 

charges are pending 

including bail jumping, drug 

possession and fleeing an 

officer.  The name of the 

suspect has not yet been 

released. 

A missing Marathon County 

inmate out on work release 

last week is in the Oneida 

County Jail.   Sierra Thoms 

was taken into custody by 

the Lac Du Flambeau 

Police Department. 

 
 

 
Man falls through ice in 
Green Bay News 12/26/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

A flurry of real estate 

transactions should be 

completed by the end of 

the week in Mount 

Pleasant.  Taiwan-based 



electronics giant Foxconn 

Technology Group 

deposited 60-million dollars 

for the village to start 

acquiring land for the new 

flat-screen manufacturing 

plant.  December 29th is 

the deadline for the village 

to exercise purchase 

options on 14-hundred 

acres.  Eventually, the 

massive operation could 

cover more than twice that 

much area and employee 

up to 13-thousand workers. 

The dive team with the 

Green Bay police thinks a 

man who fell through the 

ice on the East River died in 

the cold water Friday night.  

The search lasted until 

Saturday afternoon.  

Witnesses told emergency 

responders the man had 

gone out of sight minutes 

before they arrived.  Dive 

team members found a set 

of footprints and the tracks 

of a bicycle leading up to 



the water.  Crews were 

using sonar Saturday 

morning to look for the 

body.  Police say they have 

no reports of a missing 

person in the Green Bay 

area. 

State consumer protection 

officials are warning the 

public about a rash of 

scam emails that are using 

their agency to try and trick 

people.  The Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection says 

scam emails are making 

the rounds that are 

claiming to be from the 

agency telling people that 

they have an invoice due. 

The mail claims the 

recipient needs to click a 

link and pay that invoice.  If 

you get one of these 

emails, officials say it’s not 

from them and you should 

simply delete it and move 

on. 



 

 
Home fire in the area News 12/27/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The original dispatch early 

this morning was for a 

chimney fire but things got 

out of control quickly.  

Sugar Camp, Pine Lake and 

Three Lakes firefighters were 

called to a home on Rolling 

Acres Drive, near Jennie 

Webber Lake at 1:00 in the 

frigid temperatures, where 

the structure was now fully 

involved.  The occupants 

smelled smoke and were 

able to evacuate.  No other 

information is available.   

Firefighters in Marshfield 

responded to a pair of fires 

between Christmas Eve and 

yesterday morning that 

shared a dangerous 

connection, neither had 

smoke detectors.  One 

person was hurt in each fire.  

Officials stressed the need 

for the devices, which are 

available commercially or 

for those who can’t afford 

them, from the Red Cross.  



Last week’s fire heavily 

damaged an apartment 

while the home yesterday 

was destroyed.   

Madison Mayor Paul Soglin 

took to social media 

yesterday, prior to 

announcing a run for 

governor.  

On Facebook and Twitter, 

the mayor told supporters 

social media will play an 

“important role” as he 

prepares for an official 

announcement “in a few 

weeks.”  Soglin is on his third 

stint as mayor, having first 

been elected in 1973.  The 

liberal mayor is 72, and 

would be the oldest 

candidate in what has 

become a crowded field of 

Democrats hoping to take 

on Republican Governor 

Scott Walker next year. 

There is an upside to these 

frigid temperatures, as ice 

conditions are improving 

https://www.facebook.com/paul.soglin/posts/10210570616557907
https://twitter.com/Paulsoglin


rapidly.  While the majority 

of lake trails are not yet 

marked for snowmobiling, 

area clubs are grooming 

and rate riding as good in 

this early part of the season.   

 

 
Rhinelander man won’t seek 
re-election News 12/27/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Rhinelander’s second 

district alderman, Mark 

Pelletier will not seek re-

election.  A 13-year 

member of the city council, 

he cites family 

commitments for the 

decision.  He formally filed 

with the city last Friday.  

Pelletier served on a 

number of committees over 

those years, the last 

decade as finance chair.  

He also doesn’t rule out 

another run in the future.   

The federal government 

reports six percent fewer 

Wisconsin residents have 

signed up for insurance on 

the healthcare-dot-gov 

website.  As of Friday, the 



total was about 15-

thousand fewer than the 

243-thousand who enrolled 

last year.  The number is 

eight-point-eight million 

enrollees nationwide.  

Several factors could 

account for fewer 

enrollees.  The 2016 

enrollment period was 

twice as long and the 

money spent on advertising 

this year is much less. 

A Harley-Davidson affiliate 

is taking a California-based 

clothing company to 

federal court, accusing it of 

infringing on the company's 

logo.  The Harley dealer 

says it received a shipment 

of products from the 

company Affliction in 

October.  The dealer claims 

the design on the shirts 

resembles the Harley 

trademarks too closely.  A 

cease-and-desist letter 

apparently got no 

response.  Harley-Davidson 



has sued at least four 

companies over its 

legendary trademarks in 

the last two years. 

Marathon County is 

currently third in Wisconsin 

snowmobile registrations 

with over 7000 registered 

machines. And as most of 

northern trails are now open 

for the season, trails are 

closed in central wisconsin. 

Groomers and equipment 

are ready but cannot begin 

trail preparation or panning 

trail surfaces until additional 

snow is received in the area 

and periods of extended 

cold weather continue. 
 

 
Merrill police execute search 
warrant and come up with 
cash and heroin News 12/28/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

Merrill Police and the 

Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

department executed a 

search warrant Tuesday at 

a home in the city, seizing 

over $3000 in cash and 

nearly three ounces of 

heroin.  The drug has an 

estimated street value of 

$28,000.  23-year old Jason 



Sly was arrested and made 

his initial appearance 

yesterday, facing charges 

of possession with intent to 

deliver.  He’s held on a 

$50,000 cash bond.  The 

case is part of an ongoing 

investigation with drug 

officers between the two 

departments. 

A home in southern Price 

County was destroyed by 

fire yesterday morning.  The 

blaze reported shortly 

before nine on Old Mill 

Road near Hwy D.    Several 

departments responded to 

find the structure engulfed 

in flames.  No one was 

home at the time. 

Gov. Scott Walker's 

administration says the 

typical family of four in 

Wisconsin will see a $2,508 

tax cut under the recently 

passed Republican tax 

overhaul.  Walker released 

details yesterday of the 

analysis completed by the 



state Department of 

Revenue.  Using Census 

data and expected 

growth, the median income 

for a Wisconsin family of 

four in 2018 was projected 

to be around $94,700. The 

Revenue Department then 

calculated what effect 

various law changes would 

have on that income, 

including increasing the 

standard deduction to 

$24,000, reducing the 15 

percent tax bracket to 12 

percent and doubling the 

child tax credit to $2,000 

per child.  Multiple analyses 

of the law have found that 

middle class tax cuts will 

gradually fade and then 

morph into tax hikes as 

individual tax cuts expire 

after 2025. 

 

 
Fire causes significant 
damage to home in Merrill News 12/28/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

Fire caused significant 

damage to a Merrill home 

yesterday afternoon.  The 

blaze was reported shortly 



before 5:30 at the home on 

east 6th street.  Firefighters 

found flames in the kitchen 

and parts of the second 

floor and attic before 

getting it under control.  No 

one was home at the time 

and the cause appears to 

be electrical. 

About 60 utility workers from 

Wisconsin companies will 

travel to Puerto Rico next 

month, where they will help 

with ongoing efforts to 

repair the island nation’s 

electric grid.  Following 

Hurricane Maria in 

September, about 3.5 

million residents of Puerto 

Rico were left without 

power.  It’s estimated as 

much as half the country is 

still living without electricity 

three months later.  About 

35 We Energies employees 

and 25 Wisconsin Public 

Service workers are 

scheduled to leave for 

Puerto Rico next month, 



helping with recovery 

efforts. Equipment from the 

state is already on its way.  

The Wisconsin workers will 

among about 1,500 from 

U.S. electric companies 

helping with the relief effort. 

Two bridges over the Fox 

River in Green Bay got stuck 

yesterday and the city 

blames the cold 

temperatures.  The Ray 

Nitschke Memorial Bridge 

was raised at about 8:30 a-

m to let a tugboat to pass, 

but one side of the bridge 

stayed up.  That stopped all 

traffic on Main Street.  A 

public works crew says a 

breaker in the 

computerized control 

system tripped -- possibly 

caused by the extreme 

cold.  Later in the day the 

Donald Tilleman Bridge 

couldn't be raised when a 

lock on the center span 

froze. 

http://www.eei.org/resourcesandmedia/newsroom/Pages/Press%20Releases/USInvestorOwnedElectricCompaniestoDeployNearly1500AdditionalRestorationWorkersandSupportPersonnel%20toPuerto.aspx


. 

 

 
The area is still in a deep 
freeze  News 12/29/17 630a,730a,830a 1:30 

The frigid temperatures 

won’t let go as the area will 

continue to have below 

zero highs with wind chills 

still dropping to near 30-

below.  Normally the north 

has an average high in the 

low 20s this time of year.  

Iron County is under a 

winter weather advisory 

until six Sunday morning 

were up to 6-inches of new 

snow is likely.  Lake effect 

conditions will drop at least 

2-4 inches in most locations.  

Drivers should prepare for 

slippery roads and reduced 

visibilities with the blowing 

snow.   

The cold blast is welcome 

news to Eagle River, whose 

nearly 90-year tradition will 

soon be renewed.  For 

three of the last six years the 

landmark ice castle 

downtown wasn’t built or 



had a limited showing 

because of mild weather.  

Beginning next Wednesday 

the fire department and 

volunteers begin building 

the castle.  The foot thick 

ice blocks are cut from 

nearby Silver Lake, creating 

the structure that, when lit 

at night is seen by 

thousands traveling to 

enjoy the season.  Work is 

expected to be complete 

by January 8th.    

Governor Scott Walker will 

deliver his State of the State 

address January 24th.  

Assembly Speaker Robin 

Vos and Senate President 

Roger Roth sent a letter to 

the governor yesterday, 

inviting him to give his 

annual speech to a joint 

session of the Legislature.  It 

will be his eighth State of 

the State speech.  Walker is 

seeking re-election to a 

third term in 2018.  The State 

of the State typically offers 



the governor an 

opportunity to outline their 

priorities for the coming 

year. 

 

 
State DNR debating 
increases in park and 
camping fees News 12/29/17 1230p,530p 1:30 

The Wisconsin Department 

of Natural Resources hasn't 

made its final decision on 

higher fees for camping or 

entering state parks.  A D-N-

R spokesman says the 

agency hopes to have a 

plan early next year.  A fee 

schedule will be presented 

to the Natural Resources 

Board, but no action is 

going to be taken yet.  The 

budget passed last year 

opens to door to fee 

increases of as much as 15-

dollars-a-night for camping 

and five-dollars-a-day for 

entry at state parks chosen 

by the agency. 

One passenger suffered an 

ear injury when a SkyWest 

flight suffered a loss of 

cabin pressure yesterday, 



forcing an emergency 

landing in Milwaukee.  The 

Delta Connection flight had 

left Cedar Rapids and was 

headed for Detroit.  Thirty-

eight passengers and three 

crew members were on the 

flight which landed safely 

at Mitchell International 

Airport.  The female 

passenger was taken to a 

hospital, where she was 

checked out, then resumed 

her trip.  SkyWest workers 

were investigating the loss 

of cabin pressure.  

Passengers were switched 

to another plane and the 

flight left for Detroit six hours 

later. 

Charitable donations ramp 

up as the year closes and 

many organizations benefit 

across central and northern 

Wisconsin.  The CoVantage 

Cares Foundation provided 

checks totaling nearly a 

quarter million dollars to 

local non-profit groups 



where CoVantage Credit 

Union has branches.  The 

Northwoods Alliance for 

Temporary Housing 

received a $4000 grant 

from the Green Bay Packers 

Foundation.  The 

foundation awarded 

$800,000 in grants to 213 

organizations in 44 

Wisconsin counties.  NATH 

operates the Frederick 

Place homeless shelter in 

Rhinelander.   
 

 

 


