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Quarterly Issues Programs List for Stations- KCWU Ellensburg 

July 1st-September 30th 

 

Section I. Issues  

1. Heat Safety: With the heat waves in Ellensburg over the summer, this served as general 

advisory about staying safe during the summer conditions including heat and sun 

protection. 

2. Outdoor Activities: Warning people on how they can stay safe when participating in 

summer activities, such as camping, hiking, or going to the beach.  

3. Summer Theft: Reminding people of some activities that could leave them more 

vulnerable to theft in the summer-such as going on vacation or going to a festival—as 

well as how to avoid it. 

4. Fire Safety: Teaching people how to prevent spreading fires as well as how to react if 

they are faced with one. This includes things such as putting out different classifications 

of fires and treating burns. 

5. COVID Advisory: Updates on COVID 19 numbers in the county as well as updates on 

CWU’s policy for mandates, such as vaccines and masks.  

6. Campus Programs: Opportunities for Students to get involved in committees on campus 

and have a bigger voice/knowledge of the workings of the school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Section II. Responsive Programs 

 

1. Heat Safety 

a. People at Risk: Warning about working in the heat and making sure to check 

hydration levels if you are out in the heat for a long time. It is also a warning for 

those who are infants, elderly, have pre-existing health conditions, and/or are 

overweight to stay extra careful and heat stroke can be even more dangerous for 

them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



b. Heat Exhaustion: Warning people of the signs of the lesser known heat 

exhaustion, how to prevent it, and how to keep it from turning into the much more 

serious heat stroke. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



c. Heat Stroke: Helping people learn the signs of heat stroke, how to prevent it, as 

well as how to treat it if someone is affected. We also advise them what not to do 

with things that may make it worse.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



d. Sun Protection: Advice on how residents can protect themselves from UV rays by 

doing things such as only going out at certain times in the day, applying 

sunscreen, and wearing longer clothing that covers the skin. When burned, apply 

aloe and allow your skin time to heal. 

 

 
  

  



e. Summer Bugs: Summer weather brings more insects and bugs, most namely 

mosquitos. Ways to prevent bites are by applying bug spray, wearing long sleeves 

and pants, and avoiding leaving windows and doors open. If bit, apply lotion and 

refrain from itching the area. If you get a fever or signs of illness, you can visit a 

doctor.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Outdoor Activities 

a. Hiking: When you go hiking, make sure to be prepared with all of the things you 

may need if things go south. This includes appropriate footwear, map and 

compass, food and water, rain gear, safety items (like a signal for help), first aid 

kit, a multi-tool, sun protection, and shelter. You should also make sure to hike 

with a friend and leave an itinerary of where you will be going and when you will 

be back in case you get lost.  

 

 
 

 

 

 



b. Camping: When going camping, research ahead of time so that you know what 

kind of terrain, weather conditions, and wildlife to prepare for. If you light a 

campfire, make sure to do it at a safe distance away from anything that can catch 

fire-- such as plants or tents-- and keep it contained in a fire pit.  

 

  



c. Beach safety: When going to the beach, it is advised to swim near a lifeguard, so 

that if anything happens, they will be ready to assist you. Look out for changing 

tides and big waves as they can pull you out further than you anticipated. If you 

spot lightning while you are swimming, it is best to get out of the water 

immediately. Avoid drinking and swimming as it could get you into a lot of 

trouble if you swim out too far while impaired. 

 

 

  



d. Outdoor Etiquette: When going out an enjoying nature, do your best to leave as 

little impact on the wilderness as you can. Leaving trash behind or breaking down 

things such as trees can be harmful to the ecosystem and impact the wildlife that 

live there. Avoid vandalism and report it when you see it, as this can ruin a lot of 

things in the ecosystem as well.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



e. Wildlife Encounters: When going out in the wilderness, you can stumble upon 

wildlife. To avoid any issues, do not feed, provoke, or startle any animals you 

may see. Make noise on the trails as the wildlife will likely avoid you if they 

know your location. If you spot a snake, leave it alone and back away. If you are 

being faced with a bear, get big and make noise, and play dead if it attacks. If 

there is a mountain lion get big and make noise and if it attacks, fight back.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3. Summer Theft 

a. Home Protection: If you are leaving your house in the summer, it is important to 

remember not to leave windows or doors left open if you were trying to cool your 

house. If you are going on vacation, it is a smart idea to barricade doors, make 

sure all of the doors and windows are locked, and alert your neighbors. Never 

hide a spare key under the mat or flowerpot; but instead, give it to a neighbor to 

give to someone watching your house, or come up with creative, hard to find 

places to hide it. Keep valuable items out of sight while you are away to make 

your house seem less desirable to break into.   

 

 
 

 

 



b. Identity Theft: When out at events where you may set your wallet or purse down, 

make sure it is still being watched or is in a safer place so that nobody can steal 

your personal info. Never carry your social security card with you, especially to 

places you may be leaving your belongings unattended. If you go on vacation, call 

the post office to freeze your mail so that somebody can’t steal anything from 

you, as even bills can have enough information for someone to steal your identity.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



c. Auto and Bike Theft: When leaving your car unattended, never leave it running 

and always take your keys with you. If you are driving a convertible with the top 

down, make sure you store all belongings in the trunk so nobody can reach in and 

steal them. If you go shopping, hide bags underneath blankets or jackets so that 

someone looking in cars won’t be tempted to break in. If you ride a bike, make 

sure to lock it up to a sturdy surface using a U lock or some sort of sturdy bike 

lock. You should also register your bike with the national bike registry so that if 

somebody does steal it, you can give police the chance to track it down.  

 

 
 

 

 



d. Concerts and Festivals: When going to concerts and festivals, it is important to 

remember to keep your belongings with you at all times in a way that things 

aren’t easily stealable. Don’t leave bags unattended and if someone is stealing 

your stuff, take note of their appearance and report them to the police or event 

security. If you are camping, store things in your tent and meet your neighbors so 

that if someone tries to take your stuff, they will know that it is not you trying to 

take it. You can also write your name and phone number on your belongings so 

that if someone does take them, they are more easily identifiable to you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



e. Walking Home Safety: When walking home or around town in the summer, it is 

important to remember to make yourself harder to rob or surprise. Avoid wearing 

headphone or looking at your phone as someone looking to rob you will be 

looking for somebody who is easy to startle. Avoid walking home at nights and 

when you do need to do so, try to go with a group and stick to well-lit areas.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4. Fire Safety 

a. Preventing Housefires: Most housefires are preventable if you take the proper 

steps to making sure that a fire never starts. Cooking can be the most common 

way for fires to start, no never leave food unattended if you are frying, grilling, 

boiling, or broiling anything. Never leave fires in the house unattended or near 

anything that can catch fire, such as rugs or drapes. Avoid getting intoxicated 

while cooking as this can lead to either bad decisions or falling asleep.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



b. Fire Evacuation: Sometimes house or wildfires can be too big for you to control, 

and your only option is to evacuate. It is best to have a plan for these instances 

that hopefully you will never need but will come in handy if faced with this 

situation. Make sure to create and evacuation plan and to practice it so that 

everyone knows in an intense situation what they should and should not do. If 

someone cannot evacuate, teach them to cover vents to prevent smoke from filling 

the room, open windows, and make as much noise as possible to let people know 

they are still trapped inside. Don’t run back inside to save anyone if you have 

evacuated as this can make the job harder for the firefighters if they have to save 

that person as well as you if you get stuck.  

 

 



c. Treating Burns: Sometimes someone can get burned in a fire. It is important to 

know the severity of the burn before attempting to treat it. First, Second, and 

Third degree burns all have identifying features, immediate ways you should and 

should not treat the burn and will require different amounts of medical attention.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



d. Fireproofing Your Home: Sometimes, fires are things that will happen regardless 

of how safe you are, whether it be a neighbor or a forest fire. Fireproofing your 

home is important to making sure that you and your family all get out safely. 

Installing smoke alarms in every room is critical to make sure that if someone is 

sleeping, they will wake up in time to evacuate from the house. Replace the 

batteries on your smoke alarms annually and replace a smoke alarm once it 10 

years old or before. Having a fire extinguisher handy is also useful. Make sure 

that you know how to use it before an incident as you may not have time to learn 

when faced with a situation where you must use it. Having a fire emergency kit 

handy can also help you grab the things you will need and go in an evacuation, 

such as food, water, medication, etc.  

 



5. COVID-19 Advisory 

a. CWU Re-masking: CWU Announced that it will be going back to re-masking 

until further notice when indoors on campus. Students and employees will all 

need to be vaccinated unless they have religious, medical, or philosophical 

reasons to not be. Employees will be required to wear masks at work, even if 

vaccinated, unless they are in a sealed off space in which they are the only ones 

working. 

 

 
 

 

 



b. CWU Vaccination Requirements: CWU has modified their previous decision 

about allowing unvaccinated people on campus. All employees will be required to 

be vaccinated and now the only students who will receive exemptions are those 

with religious or medical reasons, high schoolers in the high school program, and 

international students studying abroad. Students will need to report their 

vaccination status by October 18th and mask mandates will be in place until then, 

at which point they will be reviewed. 

 

  
 

 

 



c. Delta Variant: Awareness on the Delta Variant of COVID 19 and how it has 

raised hospitalization and death rates. Most of the new cases are people who are 

unvaccinated. Those who are vaccinated can still carry the virus but will likely not 

have any symptoms. Therefore masking up is still important as those who are 

carrying the virus can still spread it to unvaccinated people, if they won’t be 

affected themselves. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



d. COVID Rap: A Rap song of all of the issues listed above, covering Masking, 

vaccinations, as will as the CWU Policy for the Fall 2021 quarter to help inform 

student on what they will have to do to return back to school. 

 

 
 

 

 



e. COVID Update: Update on the most recent COVID cases and deaths to inform 

the public on the progress. New CDC guidelines of re-masking and avoiding high 

transmission areas once again. Vaccinations prevent someone from getting 

symptoms in most cases, but they can still transmit the virus, so it is still 

important to mask up.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



7. Campus Programs  

a. Services and Activities Committee: Information on S&A and their influence on 

tuition dollars and allocating funds. Times for meetings are given for those 

students who have an interest in taking part in the process or just want to sit in on 

meetings.  

 

 
 

 



b. General Committees: Letting students know about their ability to start joining 

Campus Committees. Some examples of committees are given to let students 

know which opportunities are available, as well as the benefits that can be gained. 

Also gave the students resources to find which committees they can join. 

 

 
 

 


