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Public Issues identified by community leaders and the general public important to Wausau and 

surrounding communities are Economy including costs, jobs and unemployment; Government 

including national, state and local; Health including safety, insurance coverage and sickness. 

Environment including wildlife and management; Education including opportunities and costs  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Economy: Date Aired: July 1, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  

Gasoline prices in Wisconsin are inching down, just in time for the July Fourth weekend. The 

state's Triple "A" says the average price for a gallon of regular unleaded is two dollars and 37 

cents a gallon this morning -- almost four cents cheaper than last Friday, and 38 cents less than 

last Independence Day. 

 

Date Aired: July 19, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :11  It's a little 

cheaper to fill your tank in Wisconsin this the week. Triple-A puts the average gas price at two-

dollars-25-cents a gallon, down six-cents from last week and a drop of 23-cents from last month.   

 

Date Aired: August 3, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  Federal 

bankruptcy filings in Wisconsin are down and have fallen to their lowest level in almost a 

decade. Federal filings fell by nearly eleven-percent to just over nine-thousand for the first six 

months of the year. Nationwide, bankruptcy filings declined about six percent. 

 

Date Aired: August 18, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  

Wisconsin's largest company will merge with Tyco International of Ireland on September 

second. Tyco will buy Johnson Controls of suburban Milwaukee for 16-billion dollars. Johnson 

will move its headquarters to Tyco's facilities in Ireland while still running the operations from 

Glendale. Johnson Controls says it would save 150-million dollars per year in taxes.  

 

Date Aired: August 18, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  Three 

Ho-Chunk Nation casinos will be expanded and renovated. The Ho-Chunk Nation is planning to 

spend 153-million dollars to expand three of its casino sites in Wisconsin Dells, Wittenberg and 

Black River Falls. The work is scheduled to start in September. The tribe says 100 new jobs will 

be created due to the expansions. 

 

Date Aired: August 23, 2016 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :13 

Wisconsin's minimum markup law is being challenged again in court. The conservative 

Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty filed suit yesterday in Vilas County. The 1939 law was 

designed to protect mom and pop stores from being priced out of business by larger firms. 

 



Date Aired: August 26, 2016 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  A new report 

says many of Wisconsin's small towns still feel the effects of the Great Recession. With an older 

population and more people moving to bigger cities, the state Taxpayers Alliance says half the 

places with fewer than one-thousand residents have yet to see any major job growth or new 

construction since the recession. The report says local governments have had a nearly 13-percent 

cut in state funds from 2010 through 2014. 

 

Date Aired: August 26, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17   

Wisconsin continues to lag behind most larger states in startup businesses. A new report shows 

that Wisconsin was 24th among the 25 largest states last year for its rate of new entrepreneurs. 

Tom Still of the Wisconsin Technology Council says an older population hurts the state's ability 

to do better, as well as the state's focus on high labor industries like factories and farming. 

 

Date Aired: August 31, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length : 19  

Governor Walker says he'll focus on growing Wisconsin's strong trade ties with Mexico . The 

Governor was among the speakers yesterday at an opening ceremony for Mexico's new consulate 

in Milwaukee. The office will provide documentation and other services for Mexican residents in 

53 Wisconsin counties and 12 counties in Michigan's Upper Peninsula 

 

Date Aired: September 8, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :17  

Wisconsin continues to lag behind the nation in its private sector job growth. The U-S Bureau of 

Labor Statistics says the Badger State created almost one-point-six percent more jobs during the 

year ending March 31st. That's below the national average of two-point-one percent. Wisconsin 

ranks 33rd among the 50 states in its pace for creating jobs. 

  

Date Aired: September 8, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  

Wisconsin Democratic Senator Tammy Baldwin is calling for a federal investigation into trade 

deals that could threaten Wisconsin dairy farmers. Baldwin says millions are being lost in milk 

export sales to Canada due to dairy pricing changes this spring. Baldwin is asking USDA 

Secretary Tom Vilsack to investigate the new Canadian dairy pricing policies to see whether 

they're fair and to make sure trade agreements are being upheld. 

 

Date Aired: September 13, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  

Wisconsin employers are more cautious than others about adding new people to their payrolls 



this fall. Manpower Incorporated latest survey says 23-percent of Wisconsin firms plan to add 

workers during the final three months of the year, down from 29-percent in the current quarter. 

Manpower says Wisconsin employers are showing more caution than on a national basis -- 

where hiring levels are at their highest since the Great Recession.  

 

Date Aired: September 15, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :27  A 

new study says two of every five Wisconsin households don't make enough money to make ends 

meet. United Way of Wisconsin of commissioned the study. It found that 960-thousand of the 

state's two point three million households cannot afford basic expenses for food, housing, health 

care, transportation, and child care. United Way hopes the study will spur conversations and 

encourage communities to help those in need. 

 

Date Aired: September 20, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :11  Gas 

prices in Wisconsin are slowly dropping again. The Triple "A" says the average price for a gallon 

of regular unleaded is two-dollars and 19-cents this morning, down just over a cent from a week 

ago.  

 

Date Aired: September 20, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30 and 7 AM Segment Length :16  Wisconsin 

realtors sold nine-percent more houses in August of this year compared to sales in the same 

month one year ago. Realtors say a lot of homes were sold this summer, it's the most active 

season for home buying, when about one third of the year's housing inventory changes hands.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Government: Date Aired: July 1, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length 

:21  A federal judge heard closing arguments yesterday in a lawsuit that challenges several 

Wisconsin voting laws, including the one that requires an I-D to vote. Judge James Peterson of 

Madison says he heard nothing "powerful" either way, as he expects to decide next month on the 

validity of the voter I-D law. Regardless of his ruling, Peterson has said he expects to keep the 

voter I-D law in place at least for the August primaries 

 

Date Aired: July 8, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  The 

Wisconsin Justice Department has announced 87 arrests as part of a national effort to nab online 

child sex predators. Five central Wisconsin men were arrested during Operation New Hope, 

which focused on child pornography.  

 

Date Aired: July 8, 2016 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  The cost of sending 

people to prison has gone up five times as fast as the cost of educating children in Wisconsin. 

The U-S Education Department said yesterday that the cost of running jails and prisons in the 

Badger State grew by 351-percent from 1979 through 2013 -- while costs for kindergarten 

through 12th grade schools rose by 72-percent. The spending gap was higher in Wisconsin than 

the national average. 

 

Date Aired: July 13, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  Wausau 

City council voted unanimously to prohibit open containers of alcohol on the 400-block before 4 

p.m., unless at a city-permitted event. The council heard from several people who live or own 

businesses on the 400-block, as well as Wausau Police before making their decision. The ban 

goes into effect today, and will remain in effect until October 2017, when the council will revisit 

the issue. 

 

Date Aired: July 14, 2016 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  A bill named 

after a Stevens Point veteran who died of a drug overdose at the Tomah VA is headed to the 

President's desk for his signature. The Jason Simcakoski Promise Act passed the Senate with 

almost unanimous support. Among other things, the bill  gives more training and stricter 

guidelines for VA doctors prescribing pain killers. 

 

Date Aired: July 27, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :11  Early 



voting has begun for the August ninth primaries for congressional, state, and county offices in 

Wisconsin. Voters can cast absentee ballots at local clerks' offices on weekdays through next 

Friday.  

 

Date Aired: August 2, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  

Wisconsin election officials say they're taking a wait-and-see approach in the wake of a federal 

ruling loosening the state's voter ID law. The changes include eliminate restrictions on early 

voting. The ruling will be appealed by Attorney General Brad Schimel. 

 

Date Aired: August 5, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  A new 

leader has been chosen to head Wisconsin's health agency. Yesterday Governor Walker 

appointed former Walworth County health official Linda Seemeyer to head the state Department 

of Health Services. Seemeyer served as deputy secretary of the Wisconsin Department of 

Administration under Governor Tommy Thompson. She replaces Kitty Rhoades who died in 

June.  

 

Date Aired: August 9, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  It's 

Election Day in Wisconsin, There's primaries in six of the eight U-S House districts, There are 

also a number of state legislative primaries on the ballot, but state officials expect only 16-

percent of eligible voters to go to the polls. Voters will have to show acceptable photo I-Ds to 

cast ballots. 

 

Date Aired: August 10, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  House 

Speaker Paul Ryan and three other House incumbents easily won primaries yesterday. Ryan 

advances to the November election with 84-percent of the vote. Wausau Republican Sean Duffy 

advanced with 89 percent, he'll face Mary Hoeft who won with 81-percent of the vote.  La 

Crosse Democrat Ron Kind also got 81-percent of the vote. Meanwhile eight Wisconsin state 

legislators have survived challenges from within their own parties, with no incumbents losing on 

Tuesday.  

 

Date Aired: August 12, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22  A 

federal judge's order to simplify the process of getting a photo I-D to vote in Wisconsin will wait 

until after the November elections. Madison District Judge James Peterson agreed Thursday 

night to delay his July 29th ruling which ordered the state to make changes, so those without 



birth certificates and other credentials do not have to go through multiple hoops to obtain free I-

Ds for voting.  

 

Date Aired: August 19, 2016 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  Marathon 

County Administrator Brad Karger will remain on suspension, returning to his position with the 

county on Wednesday. Supervisors last night voted 17 to 15 against reconsidering the 30 day 

unpaid suspension. Karger was suspended for taking part in a peace march in support of Dylan 

Yang. 

 

Date Aired: August 24, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21   

Marathon County residents will be paying $25 more for their vehicle registration fee. The 

Marathon County Board gave the go-head Tuesday to a wheel tax fee to help pay for road repair. 

The county tax will take effect in 2017 and is only in place for one year. Meanwhile the Wausau 

City Council will leave a similar idea up to voters in a November referendum.  

 

Date Aired: August 29, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  

Wisconsin voters will still need to show an approved photo ID to cast their vote in November's 

election. A federal appeals court has refused to reconsider a pair of rulings affecting Wisconsin's 

voter ID law. Voters who may have trouble obtaining an ID before the election can get a 

temporary ID from the DMV. 

 

Date Aired: August 31, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length : 17  

Members of the state Elections Commission are concerned that people who apply for voter I-Ds 

close to the November election won't get them in time. But at a meeting Tuesday, an official 

from the DMV promised to get them out in time saying they'll use overnight mail for requests 

made the week before the November balloting.  

 

Date Aired: September 21, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  The 

Wisconsin Department of Transportation wants to manufacture cheaper I-DS for voting only. 

Wisconsin law requires the D-O-T to give people free photo I-Ds for voting. Scott Walker's 

office says the governor is undecided on the new, lower quality state I-D’s  -- which the D-O-T 

has put into its next budget proposal.  

 



Date Aired: September 27, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  Two 

labor unions say they will appeal a federal judge's ruling that upholds Wisconsin's right to work 

law. A Milwaukee District Judge threw out a challenge Monday to the 2015 law that prohibits 

companies from making workers pay union dues as conditions of employment. A similar lawsuit 

is pending in a state appeals court 

 

Date Aired: September 27, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  For 

the first time, dirt bikes and off road motorcycles must be registered with the state. A new state 

law requires the bikes to be registered with the D-N-R if they're used on public land, private land 

that's open to the public, and for private agricultural uses. The deadline is this Saturday, October 

1st.  

 

Date Aired: September 27, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Early voting has began in state's two largest cities Milwaukee and Madison. A federal judge 

struck down a Republican law that limited early voting to ten weekdays before each election. 

Early voting in Wisconsin began Sept. 13 in Land O'Lakes in Vilas County. So far the Wausau 

City Hall reports good voter turnout. 

 

Date Aired: September 30, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  A 

national group that opposes voter I-D laws says Wisconsinites get conflicting information and 

surprise delays in obtaining I-Ds from the D-M-V. Molly McGrath of the Vote Riders group   

visited ten D-M-V locations and found different things happening to applicants. D-M-V chief 

Kristina Boardman says her agency "remains committed" to getting free I-Ds to "all eligible 

voters." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Health: Date Aired: July 7, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  

Fifty-one people died in Wisconsin traffic crashes last month, and ten others were killed during 

the July fourth weekend according the state D-O-T. The June death toll was higher than the same 

month last year. But that was still two fewer than the average for the past five years.  

 

Date Aired: July 7, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  Wild 

parsnip is growing in parts of southern Wisconsin. The plant grows in sunny open areas and the 

sap causes skin to blister. The mother of one 6 year old who came into contact with the plant said 

many doctors were unfamiliar with the effects of the wild weed. Health experts advise people to 

simply stay away. 

 

Date Aired: July 11, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  The 

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration is investigating complaints that the brakes on 

Harley-Davidson motorcycles have failed without warning. The federal agency said it received 

43 complaints, including three crashes and two injuries on models made between 2008 and 2011. 

Harley says it is aware of the investigation. More than 430-thousand motorcycles have the same 

braking system. 

 

Date Aired: July 18, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  Ikea is 

recalling 80,000 baby gates that were sold from August 1995 through June 2016. The consumer 

product safety commission said the gates can unlock by themselves, resulting in falls. 10 injuries 

have been reported, including two concussions. 

 

Date Aired: July 20, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  The much 

talked about heat wave will soon reach Wisconsin. State and local officials are reminding people 

that heat exposure can cause illnesses. Young kids, the elderly, and pets are most susceptible. 

Officials say the best thing to do is stay out of the heat, and keep hydrated. Officials urge people 

to find cool shelters, keep an eye on those without air conditioning, and avoid outdoor activities. 

 

Date Aired: July 21, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30 and 7AM  Segment Length :17  It's been almost nine 

months since the outbreak of the Elizabethkingia bacterial infection in Wisconsin, and officials 

still don't know what's causing it. The state's latest update says there are 67 cases, four of which 

have not been confirmed. Nineteen infected Wisconsinites have died, including one of the 



unconfirmed cases. 

 

Date Aired: July 22, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :25  Utility 

crews are making progress restoring power and air conditioning to thousands of Wisconsinites 

cut off by those morning thunderstorms. At one point more than 46-thousand homes and 

businesses, mostly in the northern third of the State, lost their power by late morning. Almost 

ten-thousand electric customers throughout Wisconsin were without still power this morning. 

With the excessive heat continuing the Department of Health Services is reminding folks not to 

leave kids or pets in hot cars, and to check on elderly neighbors. 

 

Date Aired: July 26, 2016 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :16  More cases 

of E.coli are prompting General Mills to expand its flour recall. The Centers for Disease Control 

and Prevention confirmed four new cases linked to the flour in Wisconsin and Minnesota. Forty-

six cases of flour-linked E.coli have been confirmed since the outbreak began last December. 

 

Date Aired: July 28, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18  At least 

two people died in this month's high heat and humidity. State Health officials confirmed one heat 

related death from the first week of July in Iron County and a Milwaukee man died yesterday. 

The combined effects of temperatures and humidities have been as high as 115 in parts of 

Wisconsin at various times during July. 

 

Date Aired: August 9, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  Anyone 

under 18 can no longer purchase e-cigarettes legally. The F.D.A. initiated the ban Monday. 

According to the federal agency, more than 3 million middle and high school students were e-

cigarette users last year; that is sixteen percent of middle and high school students 

 

Date Aired: August 11, 2016 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  State health 

officials say 18 Wisconsinites have been confirmed to get the Zika virus, all from traveling 

elsewhere to places where infected mosquitoes bit them. The Health Services Department says 

there are no signs that Wisconsin has any bugs that could transmit the Zika virus locally. And it's 

not likely that two types of mosquitoes carrying the disease will make it this far north. 

 



Date Aired: August 19, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Wisconsin has confirmed the year's first human case of the West Nile virus. The state Health 

Department says one person was infected in Sawyer County but no other details were released. 

West Nile is transmitted by infected mosquitoes, and the state says 14 birds and one horse had 

the disease before the human case was reported.  

 

Date Aired: August 25, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :22   

Families of children coping with allergies are re-examining their finances amid a spike in the 

cost of EpiPens. Prices are now six times higher than 7 years ago. EpiPens were $100 in 2009. 

Now, they're an average of $600. White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest said yesterday that 

pharmaceutical companies "do real damage" to their reputations by making drugs unaffordable. 

 

Date Aired: September 2, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  A 

second person has been hospitalized in Wisconsin with a possible infection from the West Nile 

virus. State officials say a probable case turned up in the Hudson area, after the year's first case 

was confirmed in Sawyer County in August.  Last year, Wisconsin had seven human cases 

including one death.   

 

Date Aired: September 2, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  

Meanwhile Health officials in Portage County say they've found a dead crow that's tested 

positive for West Nile virus. The Portage County Health Department is urging residents to take 

extra steps to protect themselves from mosquito bites like limiting time outside at dusk and 

dawn, and using bug spray. 

 

Date Aired: September 9, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :25  

Wisconsin will give one-point-six million dollars to the lawyers who helped Planned Parenthood 

win a major lawsuit. The state Justice Department agreed to pay the group's legal fees and other 

costs. Planned Parenthood filed suit against a state law that required abortion doctors to have 

hospital admitting privileges within 30 miles of their clinics. Two federal courts ruled that the 

Republican law was unconstitutional -- and in June, the U-S Supreme Court refused to consider 

the case. 

 

Date Aired: September 14, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  The 

number of Wisconsinites without health insurance has dropped. The U-S Census Bureau says 



323-thousand state residents did not have coverage in 2015, down from 518-thousand just two 

years earlier -- when the Affordable Care Act started requiring Americans to be insured. 

Wisconsin is tied with Rhode Island for the nation's sixth highest percentage of insured residents. 

 

Date Aired: September 16, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  

More than 88-percent of Wisconsin motorists use their seat belts. The D-O-T's annual survey 

says it's an all-time high, and it's about two-and-one-half percent more than last year. The Badger 

State is now just a tad below the national average of 89-percent.  

 

Date Aired: September 19, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  

Several dozen patients and staff members may have been exposed to the whooping cough, or 

pertussis in recent weeks at Aspirus Wausau Hospital. Schools in Wausau have also been 

sending out notes warning of the infection.  

 

Date Aired: September 26, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :27  

Traffic deaths on Wisconsin interstate highways jumped by 37 percent during the first year that 

most rural four lane roads increased their speed limits from 65 to 70 miles-an-hour. Total crashes 

rose 12-percent, and there were eleven-percent more injuries since the change took effect in June 

of 2015. Experts however say the increases cannot be blamed on the hike in the speed limit. 

They say the total number of miles driven has gone up due to lower gas prices, more 16-year-

olds eligible for licenses, and older drivers staying on the roads longer. 

 

Date Aired: September 28, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  A 

new report says domestic violence killed 58 people in Wisconsin last year. That's according to an 

annual report from "End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin." The group links 48 homicides to domestic 

violence, along with nine suicides of abusers, and one killed by law enforcement in 21 counties. 

The group says the numbers are among the highest since it began releasing annual reports in 

2000. 

 

Date Aired: September 28, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  It 

will soon be against the law in Wisconsin to talk on a hand held cell phone while driving through 

a construction zone. Starting Saturday, those who are caught can be given a 40-dollar ticket. The 

only exception is for calling 9-1-1. Hands free and Bluetooth devices will remain legal. 



 

 

 

 

Environment: Date Aired: July 1, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length 

:18    Conservation wardens will be stepping up their number of patrols looking for drunken 

boaters. Randy Dunkel of the D-N-R says the Fourth of July tends to be the busiest holiday of 

the year on the water. Dunkel said that while alcohol is a main contributor to boating accidents, 

so are inexperience and inattentiveness. The DNR issued 289 boating OWI citations last year.  

 

Date Aired: July 11, 2016 Time: 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  

Environmentalists are challenging findings in a new D-N-R draft report that says sand mining 

doesn't produce fine dust that can lodge in human lungs. The draft says air monitors in western 

Wisconsin haven't detected elevated levels of smaller particles and health impacts from sand 

mines shouldn't be an issue. Midwest Environmental Advocates maintains the DNR has no 

evidence to support such an assertion and needs to collect more data. 

 

Date Aired: July 18, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  Fifty more 

elk have been released into the wild in Jackson County, as part of a five year plan to boost the 

animal's population in west central and northwest Wisconsin. The Black River Falls project 

began last year, when 23 elk were released there from Kentucky. The remaining three years of 

the latest project will focus on boosting the elk herd in northwest Wisconsin -- where animals 

were first released at Clam Lake in 1995. 

 

Date Aired: July 19, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :25  A fourth 

person has died from the flood damage in northern Wisconsin. Bayfield County authorities say a 

woman drove through two sets of barricades Monday and plunged 50 feet into a washed out 

section of Highway 63 north of Grand View. Meanwhile Northern Wisconsin is getting some 

early help from Washington to fix washed out roads and bridges from the heavy rains of eight 

days ago. The state D-O-T says it has been awarded two-point-five-million dollars in "Quick 

Release" funds from the Federal Highway Administration. FEMA will survey the area next week 

and gauge the state's prospects of getting more disaster aid.  



 

Date Aired: August 18, 2016 Time: 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  The State D-N-

R is offering neighbors in Rib Mountain a better idea of the proposed Granite Peak expansion. 

The $50 million plan includes new runs, chair lifts and lodging. Those who live nearby say 

they're concerned about tree removal, sewer and water lines. The D.N.R. is currently studying 

the potential environmental impact. 

 

Date Aired: August 23, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :26  A truck 

carrying fly ash went off a road in Marathon County yesterday morning, dumping the ash onto 

private land.  Wisconsin Public Service said the truck was on its way to dump the ash into a 

landfill when it went off the road just after 7 a.m. Fly ash is a bi-product from burning coal at the 

Weston power plant. WPS does not believe there is any health risk to the surrounding area, but 

will continue to monitor the location for the next few months. 

 

Date Aired: August 24, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  The 

state Department of Natural Resources has delayed a major reorganization of its agency. Back in 

February, officials said they hoped to complete the realignment by July first -- but now, D-N-R 

spokesman Jim Dick said the changes will begin in the late fall. 

 

Date Aired: August 30, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  The 

Department of Transportation and the Federal Aviation Administration announced new rules 

allowing commercial drone use that took effect yesterday. According to the FAA's new law, 

drones may not fly higher than 400 feet or at night. The drones must be under 55 pounds, and 

must remain in the visual sight of a human operator. 

 

Date Aired: September 2, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  A 

state agriculture official says it's "concerning" that the tree killing emerald ash borer has struck 

close to Wisconsin's Northwoods. Officials say an adult beetle was found in a monitoring trap 

near Radisson in Sawyer County. But Brian Kuhn says the infestation is in an "early stage" with 

no apparent damage yet. Sawyer is the 39th Wisconsin county where the emerald ash borer has 

been found. 

 

Date Aired: September 12, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  



Residents in Wausau and Rib Mountain want answers after news of a drawdown of Lake 

Wausau could be delayed. The draw down was expected to begin today to allow for renovations 

to the dam in Rothschild, but now the project depends upon approval by the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission. 

 

Date Aired: September 13, 2016 Time: 6 and 6:30AM Segment Length :17  An animal 

protection group says it will put a new state law against the harassing of hunters to the test. The 

Wolf Patrol says it will monitor bear hunting in the Chequamegon-Nicolet National Forest to 

record illegal activity once hunters can start using dogs on Wednesday. Wolf Patrol's co-founder 

says they won't harass hunters, but the monitors will not hesitate to exercise their rights. 

 

Date Aired: September 15, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30 and 7AM Segment Length :19  A new bat species 

has been discovered in Wisconsin for the first time in more than 60 years. D N R officials say 

researchers discovered the new species, known as an evening bat, living in the hollow of trees in 

Avon Bottoms State Natural Area in Rock County. State officials say the discovery is the first 

new bat species found in the state since 1954. 

 

Date Aired: September 22, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  

Wisconsin's summer rainfall is the fourth highest on record. The National Centers for 

Environmental Information says the state averaged 16 inches from June through August -- and 

that's about four inches above the statewide average for the past 122 years. 

 

Date Aired: September 23, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :24  The 

federal E-P-A will soon find out how well -- or poorly -- Wisconsin enforce its water pollution 

programs. The Midwest Environmental Advocates and 16 other residents have asked the E-P-A 

to determine if there are systematic problems in the state's enforcement of environmental laws. 

Prosecutions have declined, and the state's list of polluted waters has grown since 2011 when 

Governor Walker took office. 

 

Date Aired: September 29, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20  

Emergency management officials say the damage to homes, businesses and public infrastructure 

from last week's flooding is now approaching $20 million dollars. The lastest estimates now 

show damage in Clark county totals more than $1 million. The hardest hit area overall, Vernon 



County, reports $5 million in damage. 

 

Date Aired: September 29, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :23  The 

state Natural Resources Board takes issue with moving the D-N-R's Forestry Division 

headquarters to Wausau. The governor and Legislature ordered that the forestry operation leave 

Madison and get closer to the state's forests in northern Wisconsin. But board members 

questioned the reasons for the move and the costs at a time when budgets are tight. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education: Date Aired: July 7, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  

A 27-year-old former Abbotsford teacher is scheduled to reach a plea deal next week in a 2014 

child sexual assault case. Andy Follen is charged in Marathon County with two counts of sex 

assault of student by school staff. A plea hearing was scheduled to be held yesterday. However, 

it has now been postpone until July 12. 

 



Date Aired: July 13, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :12  For the 

third straight year, U-W Madison is 25th in a new ranking of one-thousand colleges and 

universities around the world. The state's largest public campus is 19th among U-S schools in the 

annual Center for World University Rankings.  

 

Date Aired: July 28, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :21  A western 

Wisconsin sheriff says two drownings in two days on the Red Cedar River show a need for 

people to follow basic water safety. Alcohol and a fast moving current were apparent factors in 

the death of a 43-year-old woman last Sunday. Dunn County Sheriff Dennis Smith says people 

should avoid going into the water after drinking, wear a life jacket, and bring a friend.  

 

Date Aired: August 2, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :15  A new 

law set to take effect this fall makes it illegal for drivers to use cell phones in workzones. 

According to the State DOT, distracted driving caused more than 24,000 crashes in Wisconsin 

last year. The new law goes into effect on October 1.  

 

Date Aired: August 3, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :20 Governor 

Walker is considering performance-based additional funding for the University of Wisconsin 

System. Walker's office hasn't offered any suggestions about the criteria which would be used to 

measure performance. U-W System officials are promising to keep spending in check and offer 

initiatives to save money in a budget proposal coming out later this month. 

 

Date Aired: August 2, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :14  

Governor Walker has told all state agencies they should assume there will be zero funding 

growth for them in the next State budget.  Walker says he also wants to extend the freeze on 

tuition at schools in the U-W System for two more years. 

 

Date Aired: August 16, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :18   A new 

law is set to take effect today, will impact school buses throughout Wisconsin. Bus drivers will 

turn on amber lights before they switch to the conventional red lights. Bus drivers say it will 

keep students safer. Wisconsin is the last state in the nation to adopt the new change. 

 

Date Aired: September 21, 2016 Time: 6, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8 and 8:30AM Segment Length :19  The 



state's job creation agency is helping more high schools and tech colleges create new "fabrication 

labs" that train students to obtain job skills. The Wisconsin Economic Development Corporation 

says it will allocate another 500-thousand dollars in the current fiscal year for the "Fab Labs" 

program 

 


