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The following is a list of perceived community issues, and the programs broadcast by KRNU 90.3 
FM, Lincoln, which provided the most significant treatment of those issues during the first 
quarter of 2019, January 1 through March 31. 
 
 
State Governance & Leadership – A review of topics related to governance of the State of 
Nebraska. 
 
The station has a long tradition of providing live coverage of the governor’s annual address to 
the state’s legislature, which opens that body’s annual session of law-making deliberations. On 
Tuesday, January 15, Governor Pete Ricketts delivered his annual “State of the State” address 
to the state’s legislative body and invited guests, and the station carried it live. Tuesday, 
January 15 – 10:02-10:23 a.m. (Duration: 21 minutes) 
 
In addition, a few days earlier, Governor Ricketts was inaugurated for his second term, and 
KRNU carried the Governor’s inauguration address live. Thursday, January 10 – 2:18 to 2:38 
p.m. (Duration: 20 minutes) 
 
On January 27, KRNU carried recorded coverage of “The Nebraska Lecture: The Chancellor’s 
Distinguished Speaker Series” featuring retired university journalism professor Charlyne Berens. 
She discussed “Nebraska’s Unicameral: Still Progressive After All These Years?” The address had 
been recorded on Wednesday, January 23. Sunday, January 27 – 7:00-8:19 p.m. (Duration: one 
hour and 19 minutes) 
 

The station replayed the Nebraska Lecture the following Monday evening. Monday, January 28 
– 7:00-8:19 p.m. (Duration: 1 hour 19 minutes) 
 
 
Campus Governance & Leadership – A review of topics related to governance of the various 
constituencies of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
 
This quarter, the station continued its long-standing practice of providing live coverage of the 
public business meetings conducted by the University of Nebraska Board of Regents when 
those meetings are held at the Regents’ meeting room in Varner Hall on the university’s east 
campus in Lincoln. 
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In this quarter, two such meetings were held and broadcast: 

--Friday, January 25 – 10:30 a.m.-12:24 p.m. (Duration: 1 hour 54 minutes) 
 --Friday, March 29 – 11:00 a.m.-12:36 p.m. (Duration: 1 hour 36 minutes) 
 
In addition, the station carried live coverage of the annual “State of the University” address 
presented by University of Nebraska-Lincoln Chancellor Ronnie Green to an audience of faculty, 
students and staff from The Lied Center on the university’s city campus. Tuesday, January 15 – 
3:30-4:40 p.m. (Duration: 1 hour 10 minutes) 
 
The “State of the University” address repeated the following weekend. Sunday, January 20 – 
7:00-8:10 p.m. (Duration: 1 hour 10 minutes) 
 
 
University of Nebraska 150th Anniversary Events – Topics related to commemoration of the 
150th anniversary of the signing of the University’s founding charter documents. 
 
On Friday, February 15, KRNU carried live coverage of the university’s official “Charter Week” 
celebration from the Lied Center on the city campus. Friday, February 15 – 7:00-7:46 p.m. 
(Duration: 46 minutes) 
 
On Sunday, February 24, KRNU carried a recording of “The Nebraska Lecture: The Chancellor’s 
Distinguished Speaker Series” featuring university professor Kay Logan-Peters on the topic: 
“Building Nebraska U: The Saga of University Hall and the Origins of the Modern University.” 
The lecture was recorded on Tuesday, February 12. Sunday, February 24 – 10:00-10:57 a.m. 
(Duration: 57 minutes) 
 
Finally, on Sunday, March 24, the station carried a recording of a “Campus Conversation” 
featuring Nebraska Senator Ben Sasse. Sasse held his open conversation with students at the 
University Coliseum on Monday, February 11 and discussed the role of the university in the 
state and the nation. KRNU replayed this recorded conversation on Sunday, March 24 – 10:00-
10:59 a.m. (Duration: 59 minutes) 
 
 
Women’s and Gender Issues – A review of women’s and gender-related issues on campus and 
within the community. 
 
During the University of Nebraska’s annual Masters Week, the College of Journalism and Mass 
Communications honored Alumni Master Lynn Roper, a 1970 CoJMC journalism alum who 
worked for 42 years with Merrill Lynch. An ardent women’s advocate, she has dedicated her life 
to working for betterment of workplace and societal situations and issues for women. She and 
husband Dana host the annual Roper Sports Writing Competition for UNL students. She visited 
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about her career and her journalism education on KRNU’s weekend public affairs show Campus 
Voices. Sunday, March 10 – 10:00-10:29 a.m. (Duration: 29 minutes) 
 
 
Neighborhood Renewal – A review of topics related to a civic engagement effort involving six of 
Lincoln’s “core” neighborhoods. 
 
The College of Journalism & Mass Communications joined a multi-year city-wide civic 
engagement project to study the needs of six of Lincoln’s oldest and economically-challenged 
“core” neighborhoods. Topics included housing, culture, crime, and multiculturalism. Among 
student-produced journalistic efforts, KRNU devoted two segments of its weekend public affairs 
program Campus Voices to topics in this series. 
 
Pat Anderson is a former President of the Everett Neighborhood Association. She served as the 
President for three times, twice during the 1990s while her last was in 2014. She has been a 
part of the organization for more than thirty years and continues to be an honorable member in 
order to boost the lifestyle within the South and Everett neighborhoods. Sunday, January 13 – 
10:00-10:15 a.m. (Duration: 15 minutes) 
 
JD Darling, a Nebraska native, was one of many who utilized a gathering space in Lincoln’s inner 
city core neighborhood called The Commons. The Commons was a community center used for 
an array of events and activities. It was located on 14th and B Streets but is no longer open. He 
discussed the need for and value of a community gathering space. Sunday, March 31 – 10:00-
10:15 a.m. (Duration: 15 minutes) 
 
 
Communications & Media – A review of topics related to both interpersonal and mass 
communications – and the effects of both on our listening audience. 
 
Rick Klein is the Political Director for ABC News. He creates content for television, radio and 
podcasts and writes a daily column for ABC News. He helps direct the network’s political 
coverage, including World News Tonight, the evening half-hour news program. He hosts a 
weekly podcast with White House correspondent Jonathan Karl. He was a guest on KRNU’s 
weekend media criticism program Watch The Media to discuss coverage of Donald Trump, the 
challenges of doing news in the Trump Era, and the value of journalism. Sunday, February 10 – 
11:00-11:25 a.m. (Duration: 25 minutes) 
 
Stan Bunger has been the morning news show anchor on KCBS Radio in San Francisco since 
2000. He’s worked at the station for nearly 30 years. Steve Scott has been the afternoon news 
show anchor at WCBS Radio in New York since 2006. He spent 25 years in Chicago, most of the 
time at WLS Radio. The two were guests of KRNU’s weekend media criticism program Watch 
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The Media to discuss the process of doing news, why it’s still relevant in the days of new media 
delivery, the values of people listening to a human voice and the challenges and opportunities 
for people in the business. Sunday, March 3 – 11:00 a.m.-12 p.m. (Duration: 60 minutes) 
 
Bob Cullinan is a 1977 Broadcasting graduate of the University’s College of Journalism & Mass 
Communications. A previous UNL Alumni Master, he returned to the campus for Masters Week 
in UNL’s 150th anniversary year and was a guest on Campus Voices. He discussed his career in 
journalism and public relations, how the industries are changing, and the deterioration of 
civility in public discourse. Sunday, March 17 – 10:00-10:42 a.m. (Duration: 42 minutes) 
 
 
Sports & Society – A review of topics and issues at the intersection of sports, media, and society 
related to the university and the community in which it resides. 
 
Andrew Bucholtz is the media reporter for Awful Announcing. He was a guest on KRNU’s weekend media 
criticism program Watch The Media to talk about the state of the sports television industry, including 
college football, the NFL ratings and programming on ESPN and FS1. Sunday, January 13 – 11:00-11:36 
a.m. (Duration: 36 minutes) 
 
On January 13, the station’s weekend media criticism program Watch The Media featured sports media 
profiles produced by students in the University’s College of Journalism & Mass Communications. Student 
Ryan Pawloski visited with former NBC Nebraska sports director Ed Littler about his career covering 
sports. Sunday, January 13 – 11:37-11:47 a.m. (Duration: 10 minutes) 
 
And then, student Jake Meyer discussed college sports recruiting with media specialist Nate Clouse of 

Husker Online. Sunday, January 13 – 11:48-11:58 a.m. (Duration: 10 minutes) 
 
Kevin Connors is a SportsCenter anchor for ESPN. He was a guest on the KRNU’s Watch The 
Media program to discuss his career. He visited extensively about what a SportsCenter anchor 
does and how they do it; also, about career expansion from doing SportsCenter, which he still 
does, to doing college basketball play-by-play and live boxing shows. He also discussed the new 
delivery models of sports television and what those mean to young people and the 
audience. Sunday, January 20 – 11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Duration: 60 minutes) 
 

Kevin Sjuts is the sports director of KOLN/KGIN-TV in Lincoln. He came to Lincoln in 2004, 
months after graduating from the University of Illinois. He worked briefly at KLKN before 
moving to 10/11.  Sjuts has been the sports director since 2006. He was a Watch The Media 
guest where discussed his career, the process of doing local sports in 2019, balancing high 
school and the Huskers and balancing work and family life. The interview includes a few 
minutes of comments from the station’s news director Mikel Lauber. Sunday, January 27 – 
11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (Duration: 60 minutes) 
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Steve Sipple and Jake Sorensen are the co-hosts of the morning show Early Break on KNTK, 97.3 
FM, The Ticket in Lincoln. They have hosted the show since May 2016. They do two hours of 
sports talk live, from 6-8 a.m. weekday mornings. They were guests on the Watch the Media 
program during which they talked about what they do and how and why they do it, including 
excerpts of their program. This show included short interview segments with their producer 
Scott Ayers. Included in the excerpts are local sports reporters Parker Gabriel and Sean 
Callahan. Sunday, February 3 – 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (Duration: 60 minutes) 
 
B. J. Long is the radio voice of the Los Angeles Rams football team. He also does television play 
by play for the Pac-12 Networks. A guest on Watch The Media, he discussed the process of 
doing television and radio sports, including the challenges and the joys of a career insports 
coverage. Sunday, February 10 – 11:35 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. (Duration: 35 minutes) 
 
An episode of the station’s media criticism program Watch The Media included a student-
produced podcast project from the University’s College of Journalism & Mass Communications 
broadcast sports course. Students Alex Fernando, Claire Magsamen and Brennen Wohlford 
produced and hosted the program which featured football player DiCaprio Bootle. Sunday, 
February 17 – 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (Duration: 60 minutes) 
 
Josh Suchon is going into this seventh season as the voice of the Triple-A affiliate of the 
Colorado Rockies. He visited Watch The Media to discuss his intense desire to be a major league 
announcer, the quality of baseball in Triple-A, his interest in podcasting, broadcasting 140 nine-
inning games a year by himself and the changes he has seen during his career as a sports 
journalist and broadcaster. Sunday, March 10 – 11:00-11:44 a.m. (Duration: 44 minutes) 
 
2017 University of Nebraska-Lincoln Broadcasting alum Michael Dixon recently returned to the 
city as the new play-by-play voice and Director of Broadcasting for the Lincoln Saltdogs, the 
American Association semi-pro baseball club. He visited Watch The Media to discuss his 
trajectory from announcing minor league games in Texas (Cleburne Railroaders) for the last two 
years to coming back to Lincoln to work for the Salt Dogs. He discussed his work as a minor 
league announcer, why he’s so interested in making sports broadcasting a career and his 
preparation regimen for games. Sunday, March 10 – 11:44 a.m.-12:00 p.m. (Duration: 16 
minutes) 
 
Toby Cook is Vice-President of Publicity for the Kansas City Royals. He visited Watch The Media 
to discuss the challenges of managing publicity for a Major League Baseball team, how  
to make a 104-loss team interesting, the values of the community and the region’s love of the 
team, how to handle crisis management, how his experience as a television news 
anchor/reporter helps his work and the daily and seasonal process of managing media. 
Sunday, March 17 – 11:00-11:29 a.m. (Duration: 29 minutes) 
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Richard Hoffer is author of Something in the Air. He wrote about the Olympics in Mexico City in 
1968, including the protest by Tommie Smith and John Carlos. He visited Watch The Media to 
discuss how the Games fit into the world in the 1960s, the deaths of hundreds of Mexican 
students in the weeks leading to the Games, and his thoughts about Avery Brundage, the IOC 
chairman. Sunday, March 17 – 11:29-11:59 a.m. (Duration: 30 minutes) 
 
Mitch Sherman, a University of Nebraska journalism alum, is the new Nebraska/Huskers staff 
writer for The Athletic, a new digital-only sports journalism outlet. Sherman spent eight years 
with ESPN after more than a decade with the Omaha World Herald.  He will primarily cover the 
Huskers and college sports. He left the biggest sports media company to join what could still be 
considered a startup. He visited Watch The Media to discuss his career in sports media and 
what it is like to essentially start his career over in the online journalism world. Sunday, March 
29 – 11:00-11:40 a.m. (Duration: 40 minutes) 
  
Chuck Gallagher is a Sports Ethicist. He was a guest on Watch The Media to discuss sports and 
journalism and the ethics of the Sports Attention hosts such as Clay Travis.  Sunday, March 29 – 
11:41 a.m.–12:00 p.m. (Duration: 19 minutes) 


