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The following is a list of perceived community issues, and the programs broadcast by KRNU 90.3 
FM, Lincoln, which addressed those issues during the first quarter of 2017, January 1 through 
March 31. 
 
 
State Governance – A review of topics related to governance of the State of Nebraska. 
 
The station has a long tradition of providing live coverage of the governor’s annual opening 
address to the state’s unicameral, which opens that body’s annual session of legislative work. 
On Thursday, January 12, Nebraska’s Governor Pete Ricketts delivered his annual “State of the 
State” address to the state’s legislative body and invited guests. KRNU carried the Governor’s 
address from 10:00 to 10:35 a.m. (35 minutes) 
 
 
Campus Governance – A review of topics related to governance of the various constituencies of 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. 
 
This quarter, the station continued its long-standing practice of providing live coverage of the 
public business meetings conducted by the University of Nebraska Board of Regents when 
those meetings are held at the Regents’ meeting room in Varner Hall on the university’s east 
campus in Lincoln. 
 
In this quarter, two such meetings were held and broadcast: 

--Friday, January 27 from 10:45 a.m. to 12:27 p.m. (1 hour and 42 minutes) 
--Friday, March 31 from 10:13 a.m. to 11:47 a.m. (1 hour and 34 minutes) 

 
 
First Amendment Issues – A review of topics related to freedom of expression and of the press. 
 
In response to last fall’s election of Donald J. Trump to the presidency of the United States, and 
the often-combative relationship between Mr. Trump and the mainstream media, the UNL 
College of Journalism & Mass Communications (KRNU’s home institution) sponsored a day-long 
seminar on Friday, March 10, examining the current state of political reporting.   
 
The seminar was called “The Press and the Presidency In The Post-Truth Era.” It featured six 
individual guest speakers, plus a panel discussion featuring four additional guests. 
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KRNU carried the entire day of speakers and the panel discussion: 
 
8:35-9:20 a.m. – Nic Dawes, Deputy Director for Media, Human Rights Watch in New York City, 
on the human rights implications of attacks on journalism and journalists. (45 minutes) 
 
9:30-10:15 a.m. – Gary Kebbel, Professor of Journalism, College of Journalism & Mass 
Communications, UNL; “From Gatekeeper to Guide: The Press’ New Role in Politics in a World 
of Mobile and Social Media.” (45 minutes) 
 
10:30-11:15 a.m. – Debra Mason, Professor and Director of the Center For Religion & The 
Profession; University of Missouri; “God’s Will? Evangelicals, the Media, and Trump.” (45 
minutes) 
 
11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m. – Jenna Johnson, Reporter, The Washington Post; “Covering President 
Trump.” (90 minutes) 
 
1:00-3:30 p.m. – Panel discussion featuring: 
 --Aaron Duncan, Professor, Communication Studies, UNL; “Alternative Facts, Framing, 
and the Fourth Estate: When is a Lie a Lie?” 
 --Chad Lorenz, News Editor, Slate; “Opinion Journalism in the Trump Era.” 
 --Robynn Tysver, Political Reporter, Omaha World-Herald; “Fake News Isn’t Meant to be 
Believed.” 
 --Alissa Wilkinson, Reporter, VOX, and Associate Professor, The King’s College, NYC; 
“How Can Movies Help Us Make Sense of a Post-Truth World?” 
 
Each panelist spoke for roughly 20 minutes, followed by discussion. (2 hours and 30 minutes) 
 
3:45-4:30 p.m. – Dona-Gene Barton, Graduate Chair & Associate professor, Department of 
Political Science, UNL; “Turned Out or Turned Off? Political Information Overload in the 2016 
U.S. Presidential Election.” (45 minutes) 
 
4:30-5:15 p.m. – Michael Wagner, Associate Professor, Political Science, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison; “Deciding What’s True in a Polarized America.” (45 minutes) 
 
 
International Relations – A review of topics related to expansion of awareness of cultures and 
governments of from around the world, and the interplay of those cultures with that of the 
United States. 
 
The University’s E.N. Thomson Forum on World Issues concluded its 2016-2017 series of public 
policy addresses during this quarter. This year’s Thompson Forum theme was “Crossing  
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Borders” – a lecture series examining the differing meanings and uses of the word “borders” as 
it related to economic, health, and human rights issues. KRNU broadcast the final program 
connected with this academic year’s series during this quarter. 
 
On Tuesday, January 24, Sonia Shah, an investigative science journalist and author, spoke to the 
Thompson audience on specialty area of emerging new diseases and “hot zones” throughout 
the world. Her address was called “Pandemic: From Cholera to Ebola and Beyond.” It aired live 
on the evening of January 24 from 7:00-8:45 p.m. (1 hour and 45 minutes) 


