
    QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS REPORT 

                       KEDT-FM/KVRT-FM 

                          July 01, 2021 – September 30, 2021  

The Management of South Texas Public Radio (KEDT-FM, 90.3 – KVRT-FM 

90.7) has determined the following issues to be of significant interest within the 

stations’ service area for the period July 1, 2021 to September 30, 2021. 

Agriculture 

Arts/Culture 

Consumer Fraud 

COVID-19 Pandemic 

Crime/Police 

Disaster Relief 

Economy 

Education 

Energy 

Environmental 

Health 

Hurricanes/Meteorology 

Immigration 

Legal/Courts 

Military 

Politics/Government 

Transportation 



AGRICULTURE 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/13/2021:  Heavy rains that hit the area recently have led to damage to local 

crops. Many area farmers are having to wait for property to dry out before 

attempting to salvage a harvest. (Local news report with sound byte) (1:06) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/21/2021:  The City of McAllen is opening a community tool shed for residents 

who need assistance in maintaining the upkeep on their yards. Residents will be 

able to use a variety of tools, including lawn mowers, rakes, weed eaters nd 

shovels in the new program. (Local news report) (:39) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/23/2021: With summers becoming hotter due to climate change, farmers are 

finding it difficult to keep their livestock cool. Some are investing in new facilities 

and technologies to keep their livestock safe. ( NPR news report from Dana 

Cronin) (3:40) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/10/2021:  Most farmers are restoring native grasslands in areas where the 

nation’s largest aquifer is drying up and sometimes scarce, to avoid Dust Bowl 

style conditions. A study projects that more than half of currently irrigated land in 

parts of Texas, New Mexico and Oklahoma could be lost by century’s end. (Local 

Associated Press news story) (:36) 

 

 

 

 

 



ARTS & CULTURE 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/01/2021:  The 44
th
 Annual Fourth of July Big Bang Fireworks show is still a go 

for Sunday, and residents are being told the event will have many street closures in 

the downtown area. Officials have closed off streets leading to the downtown area 

in order to curb traffic jams. The Regional Transportation Authority is offering free 

rides to the annual event. (Local news report) (:46) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/14/2021:  The Corpus Christi 7 Day Project that gives filmmakers a chance to 

showcase their talents has hit a snag, with participants not being allowed to film on 

city property due to a city ordinance. Corpus Christi City Manager Peter Zanoni 

says the matter was a misunderstanding, and the ordinance’s requirements could be 

updated in the future. ( Local news report) (:53) 

 

COVID 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/02/2021:  A new wave of Covid-19 is sweeping across the African continent, 

driven by the Delta variant. The World Health Organization says South Africa is 

leading the new surge, where numbers are doubling every three weeks. (Local 

report from Associated Press) (:38) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/07/2021:  Nearly 150 adults and child church campers caught covid-19 over a 4 

day period in June, including some who were fully vaccinated. Church officials say 

hundreds more were likely exposed to the virus during the camp, and after sick 

campers returned home. (Report from the Texas Newsroom/Bill Zeeble) (:56) 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/16/2021:  Dr. Jennifer Dillaha, with the Arkansas Department of Health, talks 

about her state’s rising number of covid cases, and how misinformation is 

hampering vaccination rates. (NPR news report from Steve Inskeep) (5:15) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/20/2021:  Health officials say the Delta variant of the coronavirus continues to 

surge, and accounts for an estimated 83% of cases in the U.S. It’s a dramatic 

increase from the previous week, where the variant accounted for around 50% of 

covid cases. (News report from Associated Press) (:28) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/22/2021:  A study from China is offering clues why the Delta variant is 

spreading so quickly, suggesting that the coronavirus grows rapidly inside a 

person’s respiratory tract. (NPR News report from A Martinez) (2:52) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/23/2021:  A new poll shows that most Americans who haven’t been vaccinated 

against Covid-19 say they’re unlikely to get the shots. Most of them also doubt 

they would work against the aggressive Delta variant despite evidence they do. The 

findings underscore the challenges facing public health officials as soaring 

infections in some states threaten to overwhelm hospitals. (News report from 

Associated Press) (:36) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/26/2021:  The Corpus Christi-Nueces County Public Health District reported 

confirmation of the first known case of the Covid-19 Delta variant. The patient is a 

female healthcare worker who was fully vaccinated at the time. (Local news 

report) (:33) 

 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/29/2021:  Employers are making vaccinations mandatory for workers in various 

sectors, and the head of the country’s first hospital to mandate them says 99% of 

employees rolled up their sleeves to get vaccinated. (NPR News report/Allison 

Aubrey) (4:14) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/29/2021:  Corpus Christi and Nueces County leaders reopened a covid briefing 

for the first time since May, focusing on the rise in the number of covid cases and 

hospitalizations. Corpus Christi mayor Paulette Guajardo, Nueces County Judge 

Barbara Canales and Public Health District Director Annette Rodriguez spoke in 

the briefing. (Local news report) (1:50) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/30/2021:  Governor Greg Abbott released another executive order in an attempt 

to clarify how Texas will handle the increase of covid-19 cases. Abbott says 

Texans will decide for themselves and their children if they will wear a mask, keep 

businesses open and get the vaccine. He add that it’s a matter of personal 

responsibility. ( Local news report) (:47) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

08/05/2021:  Studies are underway to determine if the covid-19 vaccines can be 

given to children as young as 6 months. Parents have been eager to enroll their 

kids. (NPR news report/Joe Palca) (3:35) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

08/06/2021:  The Texas Education Agency has issued covid-19 guidelines for the 

upcoming school year. Confirmed cases must be reported to local health 

departments and a report submitted to the Texas Department of State Health 

Services. Students who test positive for the virus will not be allowed back on 

campus until health requirements are met. (Local news report) (:36) 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/10/2021:  Cameron County officials are asking residents to mask up. Officials 

held a news conference, and stated that the Delta variant is accounting for 90% of 

covid-19 cases there. Both health and county officials are urging residents to get 

the covid vaccine. ( Local news report) (:42) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

08/16/2021:  Nueces County and the City of Harlingen are hosting Rapid Infusion 

Centers. The centers are designed to treat patients who show mild to moderate 

covid-19 symptoms who fall in the high risk group. (Local news report) (:29) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/18/2021:  Nueces County will receive less than 14% of the help it needs as area 

hospitals tackle the surge of covid-19 cases. County Judge Barbara Canales says 

the county needs 550 additional staff to treat patients hospitalized with covid. 

(Local news report) (:41) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/20/2021:  The Texas Supreme Court has ruled that school districts can require 

temporary mask mandates. The ruling came as many school districts were looking 

for loop holes in Governor Gregg Abbott’s executive order banning such 

mandates. (Local news report) (:38) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

08/23/2021:  The Food and Drug Administration has given full approval to Pfizer’s 

covid-19 vaccine, which offers the nation’s vaccination program a badly needed 

boost. (NPR news report/Mary Louise Kelly) (4:00) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/26/2021:  Governor Greg Abbott has issued an executive order banning any 

state or local mandates requiring people to be vaccinated against covid-19, and 

he’s calling on legislators to vote it into law during the current special session. 

(Local Associated Press news story) (:28) 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/27/2021: The Texas Supreme Court has temporarily blocked a mask mandate 

issued by San Antonio and Bexar County for their public schools. The ruling was a 

blow to the efforts of some cities, counties and school districts to defy Governor 

Greg Abbott’s ban on such measures. (Local Associated Press news story) (:32) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

08/27/2021: The U.S. government has opend a mass covid-19 vaccination site for 

arriving Afghans at Dulles International Airport, where thousands fleeing the 

Taliban are now arriving daily. (Local Associated Press news story) (:34) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/07/2021:  Dr. Anthony Fauci, the nation’s top infectious disease expert, talks 

about the current outlook for covid boosters and getting shots to communities who 

need them most, in order to control the latest surge. (NPR news story/Rachel 

Martin) (6:10) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/08/2021:  Texas virologist Dr. Ben Neuman is warning the public that covid-19 

could become endemic if widespread immunity isn’t achieved. Increasing the 

vaccination rate is key to preventing the virus from becoming endemic. (Texas 

Newsroom news story) (:36) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/08/2021:  Hospitalizations of covid-19 cases are slightly decreasing in the 

Coastal Bend. While the news is welcomed, health officials stress residents 

shouldn’t let their guard down. (Local news story) (:23) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/10/2021: New studies found some people generate a strong immune response to 

the covid vaccine. Some scientists are calling it ‘superhuman immunity’ because it 

likely offers protection from future variants for years. (NPR news 

story/Michaeleen Doucleff) (3:51) 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/13/2021:  As the Delta variant causes more vaccinated people to get 

‘breakthrough infections’, concerns are rising that the vaccinated could develop 

long Covid symptoms in rare cases. (NPR news story/Rob Stein) (6:54) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/14/2021:  Former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb talks about the 

potential backlash to the Biden administration’s vaccine-or-testing plan. (NPR 

news story/A Martinez) (5:00) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/15/2021:  A small minority of doctors are spreading misinformation about 

Covid-19 and fear about vaccines. Some organizations affiliated with medical 

licensing are encouraging action against those doctors. (NPR news story/Geoff 

Brumfiel) (6:39) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/21/2021:  Although there has been a decline in births during the pandemic, a 

new report shows the drop may have turned a corner last March as births began 

rebounding. The report was released by the Census Bureau, saying the decline in 

births was noticeable at the end of 2020 and the beginning of 2021. (Local 

Associated Press news story) (:32) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/22/2021:  School districts in the Coastal Bend are reversing their mask 

mandates as part of their dress codes under threat of lawsuits from the state 

attorney general’s office. (Local news story) (:26)  

KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/23/2021:  During the weekly Covid-19 briefing, City/County Health District 

Director Annette Rodriguez passed along promising news concerning the current 

number of cases, and a warning for residents as the cooler months begin. (Local 

news story) (2:12) 



KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/24/2021:  Projections about the delta surge could possibly see the return of 

normalcy again. Officials are hopeful that soon it could be safe to do the things that 

people have been missing. (NPR news story/Leila Fadel, Rob Stein) (4:15) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/27/2021:  New Covid-19 cases have dropped by 20% over the past two weeks, 

with optimism that the downward trend could continue. Meanwhile, millions of 

Americans are eligible for a Pfizer booster shot. (NPR news story/A Martinez, 

Allison Aubrey) ( 7:30) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/27/2021:  President Biden has ordered more than 17 million health care workers 

to get vaccinated, while some employers fear losing large numbers of workers who 

don’t want the vaccines. (NPR news story/Andrea Hsu) ( 3:36) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/28/2021:  Hundreds of schools in Maine have opted into a state plan to test 

students every week to limit the spread of Covid-19. The plan is proving difficult 

for some school districts. (NPR news story/Robbie Feinberg) (3:40) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/28/2021:  Pfizer has submitted research to the Food and Drug Administration 

on the effectiveness of its Covid-19 vaccine in children, as it moves closer to 

seeking approval for expanded use. (Local Associated Press news story) (:36) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/29/2021:  The U.S. Department of Agriculture is warning hunters that white 

tailed deer can carry Covid-19. Samples from free ranging deer in New York, 

Pennsylvania and Illinois, found that covid antibodies were found in 40% of serum 

samples taken. There is no evidence humans can contract the virus from 

consuming venison. (Local news story) (:32) 

 



CRIME/POLICE 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/06/2021:  President Biden is walking a thin line between trying to 

tackle a surge in violent crime while trying to get a police overhaul bill 

passed. While a strong ally of police, the President is calling for more 

accountability. (NPR news report/Leila Fadel & Asma Khalid) (5:52) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/06/2021:  Area county jails are experiencing serious overcrowding 

due to courts slowly getting back to in-person proceedings. The situation 

is attributed to the coronavirus pandemic. Several counties have resorted 

to move their jail inmates to other lesser crowded facilities for a daily 

fee. (Local news report) (:52) 

KEDT Midday Report 

07/22/2021:  The Corpus Christi City Council approved a $7.5 Million 

dollar budget for the Crime Control and Prevention District. The funding 

will pay for 63 police officers, plus 5 replacement vehicles and 

equipment. (Local news report)(: 25) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/23/2021:  The Chicago City Council approved a plan to give civilians 

oversight of the city’s police department. It’s the end result of a years-

long effort to allow residents a role in how their communities are 

policed. (NPR news report/Dan Charles) (4:00) 

 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/23/2021:  A Corpus Christi pastor is disheartened at being denied a 

final visit request from death row inmate John Henry Ramirez. Ramirez 

was sentenced to death for the 2004 stabbing of a convenience store 

clerk, Pablo Castro. Texas prison officials denied Pastor Dana Moore to 

be in the execution chamber. (Local news story) (:32 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/26/2021:  Stephen Vladeck, a law professor at the University of 

Texas in Austin, talks about the new law that bans abortions after six 

weeks of pregnancy. The law also allows private citizens to sue abortion 

providers and those who help women get abortions. (NPR news 

story/Leila Fadel) (5:19) 

KEDT Midday Report 

09/01/2021: Texas residents 21 years of age or older, and who can 

legally purchase a handgun will be able to do so without a license or 

training. In a poll taken by the University of Texas, 59% of Texans are 

against the law. (Local news story) (1:03) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/08/2021:  Texas inmate John Henry Ramirez is scheduled to be put to 

death today, after being convicted in 2004 for stabbing a Corpus Christi 

convenience store clerk to death. Ramirez’s request to have his pastor in 

the in execution chamber has been denied by the Department of 

Criminal Justice. (Local news story) (:41) 

 

 

 



KEDT Midday Report 

09/27/2021:  Experts say the new Bill 576, which is meant to make 

prosecutions of human smugglers easier, may not deter the crime as 

Governor Gregg Abbott touts it will. One expert says stiffer penalties 

will drive up fees smugglers charge for trafficking. (Local news story) 

(:33) 

 

DISASTER RELIEF 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/08/2021: Nueces County Commissioners gave the go-ahead on a 

million dollar engineering contract to rebuild Bob Hall Pier. 

Commissioners approved $18 Million from the sale of Certificates of 

Obligation for the pier’s repair. The pier was heavily damaged by 

Hurricane Hanna in 2020. (Local news report) (:36) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/08/2021: Excessive rainwater led to overflow in city wastewater 

pipelines, according to Corpus Christi city water crews. The overflow 

didn’t affect the quality of drinking water, with one area on Hewitt Drive 

flooded with wastewater. (Local news report) (1:07) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/08/2021: Several Rio Grande Valley communities were inundated by 

heavy rains, with residents in some Valley communities unable to reach 

their homes due to flood waters. Drainage canals were overflowing, and 

water was being pushed into residential areas. (Local news report) (:56) 

 



KEDT New/Midday Report 

07/08/2021:  The Victoria Crossroads area was also hit hard by torrential 

rainfall, with roadways closed and flooding in low lying areas. Victoria 

Emergency Management Director Rick McBrayer says crews are 

inspecting the roads, and not driving into flooded streets. (Local news 

report/Rick McBrayer sound byte) (1:33) 

 

ECONOMY 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/02/2021:  America’s employers added 850,000 jobs in June, well above the 

average of the previous three months and a sign that companies may be having an 

easier time finding workers to fill open jobs. (Local Associated Press news report) 

(:22) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/07/2021: The Biden economy faces the unusual problem of possibly being too 

strong for its own good. Shortages reflected the combined challenge of the fastest 

economic growth in generations but also persistent delays for anyone wanting to 

buy a variety of products. (Local Associated News report) (:38) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/08/2021:  American Airlines says the July Fourth weekend was a hit, with 

nearly three times as many people flying on the airline that did over the holiday 

weekend last year. The airline said it carried nearly 2.7 million passengers. (Local 

Associated Press news report) (:28) 

 

 

 



KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/27/2021:  Corpus Christi City Manager Peter Zanoni delivered the largest 

operating and capital budget in the city’s history. The proposed Fiscal year 2022 

budget has now grown to $1.2 Billion. Zanoni increased investment in what he 

termed ‘critical infrastructure and quality-of-life assets’. (Local news report) (:50) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

08/03/2021:  A three part series on helping underserved small businesses through 

Lift Fund was begun by News Director Heather Stark. Laura Estrada with Lift 

Fund explained the group’s mission to provide credit and services to aid smll 

businesses. (Local news series by Heather Stark/interview with Laura Estrada of 

Lift Fund) (3 segments at over 2 minutes each) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/01/2021: While the job market has improved, millions are still relying on 

pandemic unemployment benefits, which are set to run out soon. Research suggests 

that most of those people will not find work right away. (NPR news story/Scott 

Horsley) (3:51) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/07/2021:  Few of the major firms in Texas are taking a stand on the state’s new 

abortion law. Chris Tomlinson, business columnist for the Houston Chronicle and 

San Antonio Express News, outlined the situation. (NPR news story/Rachel 

Martin) (4:30) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/13/2021:  The Biden administration says part of the reason grocery prices are 

climbing is the consolidation in the meat packing industry, with just a handful of 

firms having a stranglehold on the market. (NPR news story/Scott Horsley) (3:44) 

 

 



EDUCATION 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/09/2021:  The U. S. Education Department has announced it will forgive 

students loans for more than 1800 borrowers who attended for-profit colleges that 

made false recruiting claims. The move will erase more than $55 million in debt 

for former students at several institutions that have been closed for years. (Local 

Associated Press report) ( :34) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/14/2021:  The Premont ISD will be supplying their students with all the things 

they’ll need for the new school year. The school district sets aside $50,000 every 

year to pay for students’ books and supplies. (Local news report) (:42) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/21/2021:  Juvenile justice students on probation have been chosen by their 

probation officers to participate in a week long trade skills camp. The camp is a 

partnership between the Craft Training Center and Hammons Education to 

Employment Program, or HELP. Students will learn a variety of skills and 

information about the trade industry. (Local news report) (:47) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

08/09/2021:  The Corpus Christi Literacy Council turns 30 this year, and KEDT 

News Director Heather Stark spoke to Literacy Council Executive Director Dr. 

Cris Leal on what the council does and it’s impact on the community. (Local news 

report/interview with Dr. Cris Leal) (2:11) 

 

 

 

 



ENERGY 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/07/2021:  A month after declaring Texas’ electric power grid repaired, 

Governor Greg Abbott is demanding aggressive action from state utility regulators 

to shore up the grid. In a letter to the Public Utilities Commission, Abbott directed 

the group to incentivize the development and maintenance of extra generating 

capacity of other sources. (Local Associated Press report) (:33) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/07/2021: A report shows that Texas is leading the nation in wind energy. While 

the Lone Star State still leads the U.S. in crude oil production, it’s made great 

strides towards wind energy. Nearly 20% of energy in Texas comes from wind. 

(Local news story) (:18) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/15/2021:  The U.S. Department of Justice says a Texas plastics company has 

agreed to pay nearly $3 million in civil penalties for violating the Clean Air Act. A 

probe was launched into Formosa Plastics Corporation after a series of fires, 

explosions and accidental releases at its plant in Point Comfort. (Local Associated 

Press news story) (:37) 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/01/2021:  The City of Corpus Christi has allotted $5 million to alleviate 

drainage issues on North Beach. The funding coming from American Rescue Plan 

Act in an effort to curtail flooding that North Beach experiences from high tides 

and rain. (Local news report) (1:02) 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/02/2021:  Oregon health official say more than 60 people have died in the state 

due to extreme heat. Residents are asking what more could’ve been done to 

prevent the deaths. (NPR news report/Monica Samayoa) (2:18) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/07/2021:  Oil companies pledge to invest billions to renewable energy and 

nascent carbon capture technology. The new investments are a tiny fraction of 

what the companies are spending on fossil fuels. (NPR news report/Camila 

Domonoske) (4:04) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/14/2021:  An unusually large bloom of toxic red tide is being blamed for a 

massive fish kill in Florida’s environmentally sensitive Tampa Bay. Officials say 

more than 600 tons of dead fish and other marine life have been scooped up in 

recent weeks. (Local Associated Press news story) (:22) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/20/2021:  Police in Aransas Pass are residents to stop illegally dumping trash, 

or they’ll post photos on social media of what you did. Illegal dumping is 

considered a theft of services. Aransas Pass Police have already caught people 

dumping their trash illegally, and have posted their photos. (Local news report) 

(:26) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/26/2021:  More than 200 of the world’s top climate scientists kick off a major 

meeting, hashing out the final draft of a report the U.N. hopes will inform climate 

policies for the next decade. (NPR news report/Sarah McCameron, Rebecca 

Hersher) (3:45) 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/27/2021:  Fire ecologists explain how and why climate change is influencing 

this year’s wildfires. Wildfire season has grown longer in the U.S. in recent 

decades, and ecologists say most of that increase is climate driven. (NPR news 

report/Sarah McCammon, Nick Mott) (7:54) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/28/2021:  Coastal Bend environmentalists are asking the pubic to limit their use 

of single use plastics, such as grocery bag and wrappers, that not only helps beach 

asthetics, but the animals that inhabit it. The use of plastics rose almost 300% 

during the pandemic with people using more disposable food ware, water bottles 

and personal protective equipment. (Local news story) (1:15) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/05/2021:  Researchers say the Gulf of Mexico’s “Dead Zone” is larger than 

average this year. The “Dead Zone” has too little oxygen to support marine life has 

been 5,380 square miles over the past 5 years, but has grown to cover about 6,334 

square miles. Mississippi River discharge that drained into the Gulf was above 

normal for the 3 weeks before the current survey. (Local Associated Press news 

story) (:38) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

08/13/2021: The Port of Corpus Christi has partnered with Howard Energy 

Partners to convert their Javelina Plant into the region’s first carbon neutral 

hydrogen production facility. The plant will be able to capture carbon emissions 

while producing hydrogen instead of releasing the emissions into the air. (Local 

news report) (:43) 

 

 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/17/2021: Hundreds of workers have died from excessive hear while on the job, 

particularly while working in construction and agriculture. The federal government 

is supposed to shield people from workplace health hazards, yet there’s no national 

standard to protect workers from extreme heat. (NPR news report/Cheryl W. 

Thompson) (6:52) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/07/2021:  Houston-based Talos Energy has placed a containment dome over a a 

broken undersea pipeline in response to an oil spill caused by Hurricane Ida. The 

dome allows workers to recover oil coming from a sheared-off pipe and transfer it 

to surface vessels. (Local Associated Press news story) (:36) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/23/2021: The Environmental Protection Agency has withdrawn a memorandum 

of understanding with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, in regards 

to the application for a desalination plant for the Port of Corpus Christi. (Local 

news story) (:51) 

 

HEALTH 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/07/2021:  Dr. Ashish Jha, dean of Brown University’s School of Public Health, 

talks about a study that Pfizer’s vaccine could be less effective against the Delta 

variant tha previous strains. (NPR news report/Noel King) (5:15) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/12/2021:  The CDC has updated guidelines for schools for fall 2021. NPR’s 

Steve Inskeep talks to American Federation of Teachers president Randi 

Weingarten about the newest recommendations for in-person learning. (NPR news 

report/Steve Inskeep) (5:10) 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/12/2021:  Local Public Health officials are warning beachgoers that higher than 

normal bacteria levels are present in local waters. The levels rose after heavy rain 

run off could contain trash or animal feces. People with cuts or wounds could be at 

risk for infections. (Local news report) (:26) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/13/2021:  Saharan dust is back in the Coastal Bend. The dust rides wind 

currents, and finds its way to the region. While the dust has coated things like 

vehicles, it can be a problem for people with allergies and respiratory issues.(Local 

news story) (:39) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/23/2021:  The League of Women Voters presented some findings from the 

Department of State Health Services that outlined around 300 Nueces County 

children under the age of 6 had high levels of lead in their blood. The report was 

unclear whether the kids had been exposed to lead via water or other carriers. 27 

out of 44 zip codes had children with elevated lead levels in their blood.(Local 

news report) (1:16) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/27/2021:  A new study shows an increase in suicidality among children as 

young as 5, and investigates the shared characteristics among kids who die by 

suicide. Researchers are hoping to improve prevention efforts. (NPR news 

report/Rhituparna Chatterjee) (2:30) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/27/2021:  The Ronald McDonald House in Corpus Christi is expanding, after it 

was announced that the non-profit group united with the Rio Grande Valley branch 

to become the “Ronald McDonald House Charities South Texas”. (Local news 

report) (1:16) 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/10/2021: PETA is warning pet owners to keep an eye on their furry copanions 

during the summer heat. PETA Captive Wildlife Specialist Willow Hecht says it’s 

important to remember that animals don’t have the same ability humans do to cool 

their bodies down. (Local news report) (2:46) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/27/2021:  There’s been another detection of West Nile Virus in a mosquito pool 

located near a middle school. While there haven’t been any cases of humans 

contracting West Nile Virus, there have been several reports of the disease found 

in mosquito traps around the city. (Local news report) (:42) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/07/2021:  Editors of over 200 top medical journals say while the pandemic is a 

priority, the biggest threat to public health is climate change. They’re calling on 

world leaders to take immediate action. (NPR news story/Lauren Sommer) (2:01) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/08/2021:  Mexico’s highest court has ruled it’s unconstitutional to imprison 

women who have had abortions. The unanimous ruling strikes down a Mexican 

state law that punished women who underwent the procedure. (NPR news 

story/Rachel Martin) (4:04) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/10/2021:  The Justice Department is suing the state of Texas over is strict 

abortion ban, saying it conflicts with decades of Supreme Court precedent. U.S. 

Attorney General Merrick Garland is challenging the new law. (NPR news story/A 

Martinez) (3:45) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/14/2021: Texas is experiencing a shortage of veterinarians. Rio Grande Valley 

vet Dr. Noel Ramirez says the shortage is due to heavy competition and the lack of 

veterinary schools. (Local Associated Press news story) (:25) 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/15/2021:  Students at Texas A&M University/Corpus Christi are making the 

most of the school’s counseling center program, “Togetherall”. The program is a 

space for students to anonymously post and receive feedback from others, as a way 

to get support from their community. (Local news story) (:32) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/20/2021:  The Biden administration is moving to protect workers and 

communities from extreme heat. The Labor Department and other federal agencies 

are launching actions intended to reduce heat-related illnesses and protect public 

health. (Local Associated Press news story) (:40) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/27/2021:  The CDC is investigating a recent outbreak of salmonella, with Texas 

reporting the most cases. With some 127 cases reported across 25 states, Texas is 

reporting 81 cases. The outbreak has not been linked to a specific source. (Local 

news story) (:31) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/28/2021:  Millions of Americans have been exposed to a tremendous rise in 

wildfire smoke in recent years, with the long term presence of smoke is proving to 

be harmful to both people and animals. (NPR news story/Mara Liasson) (3:47) 

 

HURRICANES/METEOROLOGY 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/05/2021:  With no storms in the Gulf of Mexico targeting the region, officials 

with the Insurance Council of Texas say it would be a good time to getting or 

updating storm insurance. Once a names storm enters the Gulf, it’s too late for 

homeowners to get home and wind insurance. Insurance officials advise contacting 

your local insurance agent soon. (Local news report) (:48) 



KEDT News/All Things Considered 

08/27/2021:  New Orleans mayor Latoya Cantrell has ordered people outside the 

city’s levee protection system to evacuate. Forecasters say Hurricane Ida made 

landfall in Cuba as a hurricane and could grow to a devastating category 3 storm. 

Louisiana governor John Bel Edwards has declared an emergency for all of 

Louisiana. (Local Associated Press news story) (:31) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/31/2021:  Rockport residents are paying it forward, as volunteers began 

collecting supplies for those who were affected by Hurricane Ida. Many of the 

volunteers were affected by Hurricane Harvey 4 years ago, and remember how the 

kindness of strangers helped them with cleanup efforts. The volunteers will 

caravan to Louisiana to drop off the supplies. (Local news story) (:38) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/02/2021:  Following Hurricane Ida’s strike on Louisiana, the state is struggling 

to cope with the aftermath. Power is out for a million homes and businesses. Food 

and fuel are both in short supply as well. (NPR news report/Rachel Martin, Debbie 

Elliott) (4:00) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/13/2021:  Tropical Storm Nicholas is gathering strength and threatening to blow 

ashore in Texas as a hurricane that could bring up to 20 inches of rain to parts of 

the Gulf Coast. Nearly all of the state’s coastline was under a tropical storm 

warning that included potential flash floods and urban flooding. (Local Associated 

Press news story) (:38) 

 

 

 

 



IMMIGRATION 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/06/2021:  Immigration judges in Houston and other Texas cities will start 

hearing cases after hearing were paused for more than a year, due to the pandemic. 

Judges are facing a massive backlog of cases that has ballooned to over 1.3 million 

cases across the nation. Some have waited a decade or longer for their day in court. 

(Texas Newsroom report/Elizabeth Trovall) (3:27) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/09/2021:  Texas has relocated all inmates from a state prison in order to detain 

up to a thousand immigrants who cross the U.S.-Mexico border illegally. The state 

plans to jail immigrants accused of state crimes, like trespassing and human 

trafficking. (Texas Newsroom report/Jolie McCullough) (:39) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/15/2021:  Small numbers of migrants are allowed into the U.S. everyday under 

an opaque system that the Biden administration cobbled together to start opening 

up the asylum system. (Local Associated Press report) (:28)  

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/19/2021:  A Federal judge has ruled that the Deferred Actin for Childhood 

Arrivals program, or DACA, is illegal. While the ruling doesn’t affect those 

already in the program, it does prevent anyone from applying for it. (Local news 

story) (1;16) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/28/2021:  The Biden administration is moving forward on a plan to have DHS 

officers adjudicate more asylum cases on the Southern U.S. border, shifting future 

cases away from backlogged immigration courts. (NPR news story/Franco 

Ordonez) (2:02) 

 



KEDT News/Midday Report 

08/16/2021:  Independent film makers Jeff Bemiss and Lisa Molomot spoke about 

their new documentary, Missing in Brooks County, which focuses on the many 

immigrant deaths reported in that county over the course of several years. (Local 

news report/3 part series/Heather Stark) (4:57, 4:26, 4:57) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

08/26/2021:  The Supreme court has ordered the reinstatement of the “Remain in 

Mexico” immigration policy, saying the Biden administration likely violated 

federal law by trying to end the Trump-era program that forces people to wait in 

Mexico while seeking asylum in the U.S. (Local Associated Press story) (:37) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/15/2021:  McAllen city leaders say they’ve spent more than $136,000 in one 

month on a migrant tent compound near the city of Mission. Officials say the 

amount will only increase as migrants are being dropped off at a local park by 

federal agents. (Local news story) (:33) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/24/2021:  In addressing Latin American migration into the U.S., current policy 

is focusing on how to address the issue. President Biden says he takes 

responsibility for the chaotic situation in Del Rio, Texas, where thousands of 

Haitian migrants have amassed. (NPR news story/Audie Cornish, Franco Ordonez) 

(6:55) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/27/2021:  Greyhound Bus Lines will pay $2.2 million to settle a lawsuit over 

the lines practice of allowing Customs and Border Protection agents to board its 

buses in Washington state to conduct immigration sweeps. (Local Associated Press 

news story) (:22) 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/29/2021:  250 migrants arrested under Governor Greg Abbott’s ‘catch & jail’ 

border security policy are set to be released. A state judge granted a no-cost-bonds 

release after attorneys challenged their imprisonment as a violation of state law and 

constitutional rights. ( Local news story) (:43) 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/09/2021: Nueces County Judge Barbara Canales has issued a declaration of 

local disaster, because of heavy rains and flooding. Texas governor Gregg Abbott 

has put several state agencies on standby to support local response to rainfall 

related situations. (Local news report) (:33) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/09/2021:  Hidalgo County Judge Richard Cortez says his area’s drainage system 

is working effectively, despite complaints about flooded neighborhoods. Over 9 

inches of rain were reported in some parts of Hidalgo County. (Local news report) 

(:27) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/13/2021:  Street crews from both the City of Corpus Christi and TxDot are 

repairing the many potholes around city. Corpus Christi Assistant Director of 

Public Works Rolando Mata says work crews have been placed all over the city to 

repair potholes of all sizes. The city has received over 900 requests for repairs. 

(Local news story) (:46) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/21/2021:  The Senate held a test vote on a bipartisan infrastructure package 

that’s central to the President’s agenda. The president traveled to Ohio to promote 

his economic and infrastructure plans. (NPR new report/Alisa Chang, Asma 

Khalid) (3:45) 



KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/28/2021:  Corpus Christi City Manager Peter Zanoni proposed a $1.2 billion 

Fiscal Year 2022 Operating and Capital Budget. The budget focuses on providing 

quality public services, programs and infrastructure. 5 public meetings on the issue 

are set for August. (Local news story) (:50) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/29/2021:  A bipartisan group of Senators have worked out details on how to pay 

for a massive infrastructure plan. But it faces many hurdles in Congress, including 

from members of both parties. (NPR news story/Sarah McCammon, Sue Davis) 

(2:30) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

08/24/2021:  House Democratic leaders aim to get President Biden’s multi-trillion-

dollar budget plan over a key hurdle. Voting came to a Standstill as negotiations 

continue with moderate lawmakers. (NPR news report/Steve Inskeep, Kelsey 

Snell) (4:00) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/08/2021:  The Corpus Christi city council approved a budget of $10.1 million 

for a desalination plant. Residents are concerned about the city’s plans. The city 

expects to pay for the plan with private loans, but residents fear that much of the 

cost will be pushed onto them. (Local news story) (:47) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/13/2021:  An NPR investigation has found that the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development is selling flood-prone homes across the country. Experts 

worry that HUD may be putting vulnerable people in harm’s way. (NPR news 

story/A Martinez) (7:28) 

 

 



KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/15/2021:  McAllen city leaders say they’ve spent more than $136,000 in one 

month on a migrant tent compound near the city of Mission. Officials say the 

amount will only increase as migrants are being dropped off at a local park by 

federal agents. (Local news story) (:33) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/24/2021:  Federal officials have made more than two dozen recommendations 

aimed at safeguarding power plants and natural gas supplies to prevent a repeat of 

the February blackouts that caused more than 200 deaths in Texas. (Local 

Associated Press news story) (:48) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/29/2021:  The future of four desalination plants in the Corpus Christi Bay could 

be subject to further analysis from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The 

EPA says they’ll be reviewing one of the draft permits, and a petition was filed by 

a group of environmentalists asking the agency to intervene in the water permitting 

programs. (Local news story) (:36) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/29/2021:  Congressional Republicans are split on whether to vote for a $1 

trillion infrastructure bill. The debate has become more about political messaging 

that upgrading roads and bridges. (NPR news story/Deidre Walsh) (3:21) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/30/2021:  Progressive Democrats are pushing back against thebipartisan 

infrastructure bill and other gridlock in Congress. (NPR news story/A Martinez) 

(5:45) 

 

 

 



LEGAL/COURTS 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

08/16/2021: A state district judge has dealt Governor Greg Abbott a defeat on the 

use of his emergency powers in relation to using the Texas Disaster Act. The judge 

in Bexar County struck down the governor’s order, which suspended laws around 

who could be released from jail and when. (Local news story) (1:11) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/06/2021:  Lyft and Uber say they will cover legal fees for drivers who are sued 

under Texas’ restrictive abortion law. (NPR news story/Shannon Bond) (2:17) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

09/07/2021:  Governor Greg Abbott has signed into law an overhaul of the state’s 

election rules following months of protests by Democrats. The bill signed by 

Abbott further tightens Texas’ strict voting laws. ( Local Associated Press story) 

(:24) 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

09/07/2021:  Civil rights groups are challenging the GOP backed voting 

restrictions in Texas, saying they will disproportionally impact voters of color and 

voters with disabilities. The League of United Latin American Citizens, LULAC, 

has filed a federal lawsuit. Other challenges have also been filed. (Local news 

story) (:45) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/28/2021:  A federal trial starting October 6 will consider whether Governor 

Greg Abbott’s ban on mask mandates in schools violates the rights of students with 

disabilities. ‘Disability Rights Texas’ filed a lawsuit in August on behalf of 14 

immune compromised students, (Local news story) (:46) 

 

 



MILITARY 

KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/09/2021:  Veteran Affairs Secretary Denis McDonough speaks about the VA’s 

recent decision to offer gender confirmation surgery to transgender veterans, lifting 

a ban in place since 1999. (NPR news story/Ari Shapiro, Denis McDonough) 

(5:02) 

 

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/05/2021:  Former Florida congressman Allen West says he’ll challenge Texas 

governor Greg Abbott for the Republican nomination next year. The 

announcement comes after West spend a combative year using his job as chairman 

of the Texas GOP to antagonize leaders of his own party as much as Democrats. 

(Local Associated Press news story) (:35) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/07/2021:  Governor Greg Abbott announces his agenda for the upcoming 

special legislative session. The 11 item agenda will include border security, voting 

restrictions, and legislation aimed at changing the state’s bail system. (Texas 

Newsroom report) (:47) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/12/2021:  Texas lawmakers have advanced a controversial package of voting 

restrictions. Hundreds of people testified, and many opposing measure that they 

say will make it harder for some people to vote. (NPR News report/David Martin 

Davies) (3:59) 

 

 



KEDT News/All Things Considered 

07/12/2021:  In the days and weeks after losing the presidential election, former 

President Trump claimed the election had been stolen, sparking a movement in 

statehouses across the U.S. to restrict voting access. (NPR News report/Ari 

Shapiro) (4:46) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

07/14/2021:  A group of abortion providers in Texas have filed a federal lawsuit 

challenging a state ban on abortions as early as 6 weeks into a pregnancy. Plaintiffs 

in the case are suing state court trial judges and county clerks, along with medical 

boards and the Attorney General. (Texas Newsroom report/Ashley Lopez) (1:44) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/19/2021:  In Republicans’ bid to retake control of Congress, a traditionally 

Democratic stretch of South Texas has quietly become a top battleground. 

Republican leaders believe the party is on the precipice of a political realignment 

among Hispanic voters in communities along the U.S.-Mexico border. (Local 

Associated Press news story) (:20) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

08/27/2021:  Texas Republicans have advanced new voting restrictions after 

months of protests by Democrats. The bill passed in the Texas House comes a 

week after Democrats ended a 38 day walkout to stop it from passing. ( Local 

Associated Press report) (:27) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/02/2021:  The U.S. Supreme Court allowed a Texas law banning abortions after 

6 weeks of pregnancy to go into effect, but said that reproductive rights groups 

could still bring their challenge to the law to the high court at a later time. (NPR 

News report/Rachel martin, Nina Totenberg) (5:30) 

 

 



KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/14/2021:  Voters in California will be weighing in on whether to recall 

Governor Gavin Newsom, and which of the 146 recall candidates will replace him. 

Polls show that Newsom is relatively safe in maintaining his position. (NPR news 

story/Marisa Lagos) (4:00) 

KEDT News/Morning Edition 

09/27/2021:  Texas Republicans are trying to shore up their slipping dominance in 

the state with redrawn voting maps. New congressional districts offered by the 

GOP would bolster republicans chances of reclaiming control of the U.S. House in 

2022. (Local Associated Press news story) (:27) 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/02/2021:  3.7 million Texans are expected to travel for the July 4
th

 holiday. 

That’s the greatest number on record, according to AAA Texas. That also includes 

those traveling by plane. While millions will travel by car, AAA Texas say about 

35,000 Texans are expected to travel by bus, train or cruise. (Local news story) 

(:28) 

KEDT News/Midday Report 

07/12/2021:  Public transit in the Rio Grande Valley cities of Brownsville and 

McAllen will be splitting up over a million dollars for expansion of services. The 

money comes from the Texas Department of Transportation’s announcement of a 

transit commission’s approval of $89 million for funding systems. (Local news 

story) (:31) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


