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TABLE OF CONTENTS:
The following issues were identified as significant and addressed by KXXV/ KRHD to serve the 
community and act in the public interest as set forth by the Federal Communications Commission:

1. COVID-19
2. Weather
3. Community

 
4. COVID-19
5. Weather
6. Community

QUARTERLY DESCRIPTION OF KXXV-TV PROGRAMS PROVIDING MOST
SIGNIFICANT TREATMENT OF COMMUNITY ISSUES

LOCALLY PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Listed below are locally produced news programs presenting a mix of news, weather, and 
sports.

Program Days Times 
25 News – Brazos Valley Monday-Friday 5:00 AM-7:00 AM
25 News – Brazos Valley Monday-Friday 11:30 AM – 12:00 PM
25 News – Brazos Valley Monday-Friday 5:00 PM – 5:30 PM 
25 News – Brazos Valley Monday-Friday 6:00 PM – 7:00 PM
25 News – Brazos Valley Monday-Friday 10:00 PM – 10:35 PM 
Good Morning Texas Weekend Saturday 6:00 AM – 7:00 AM
25 News – Central Texas Saturday 6:00 PM – 6:30 PM
Good Morning Texas Weekend Sunday 6:00 AM – 7:00 AM 
Good Morning Texas Weekend Sunday 8:00 AM – 9:00 AM 
25 News – Central Texas Sunday 5:30 PM – 6:00 PM 
25 News – Central Texas Saturday, Sunday 10:00-10:35 PM

NETWORK PRODUCED PROGRAMS

Good Morning America Monday – Friday 7:00AM – 9:00AM
This two-hour network program provides viewers with timely news reports, informative features, 
weather information, and up-to-the minute interviews with world leaders.  
KXXV/KRHD-TV provides local news and weather updates at 7:25AM, 7:55AM, 8:25AM, and 
8:55AM.

ABC World News Tonight Monday – Saturday     5:30PM – 6:00PM
This ABC News program often featuring investigative reporting on controversial issues facing the 
American public.   

Nightline Monday – Friday 11:35PM – 12:05AM
This ABC News program provides in-depth reports on major issues of the day.   
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20/20 Friday 8:00PM-10:00PM
Informational News magazine combines hard-hitting investigative reports, newsmaker interviews, 
compelling human interest and feature stories, and offers viewers a chance to learn more about 
the world around them.

This Week with George Stephanopoulos Sunday     9:00AM-10:00AM
ABC News Correspondent, George Stephanopoulos, anchors this news/interview program which 
focuses on the latest news events.  World leaders and policy makers participate in roundtable 
discussions.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES DESCRIPTIONS AND EXAMPLES

The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by 25 News KXXV-TV 25.1 
Waco-Temple-Killeen, Texas for the period of June 27, 2021 – September 25, 2021. The listing is by no 
means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

July 7, 2021
Waco organizations awarded $50,000 to assist local businesses 
The Waco City council voted Tuesday, July 6, to award Creative Waco and the 
Cen-Tex African American Chamber of Commerce both $50,000 each to address 
local business needs caused by the pandemic. The funds for Creative Waco will 
be used to assist arts-based social enterprise businesses who benefit the 
community with the financial impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

July 12, 2021
Rain keeping Texas snakes hidden, but not for long 
This is the time of the year when Texans start noticing snakes because of the 
heat, but the amount of rain has kept some of them away. Poisonous snakes in 
Texas are usually out and about right now, hunting and enjoying the heat but all 
the rain has dropped temperatures. The moisture and cooler temperatures have 
forced snakes and their prey into hiding and for longer than usual but that’s not 
going to last. ”As it dries out more, I imagine that we may see a lot more coming 
out. Even longer the normal morning hours just because that haven’t been able 
to get out and do their hunting,” said Sammy Jarrett, Wildlife Specialist with 
Wildlife X Team. Some local property owners and ranchers haven’t been able to 
do any land maintenance lately and it has them worried about snakes. ”It does 
give us a little bit of concern, our cows walking through waist high weeds and 
maybe not seeing or hearing some of the more dangerous snakes,” said Brett 
Gordon, Killeen Cattle Rancher.

July 12, 2021
KISD job fair looking to fill over 200 positions, pay rates and new-hire 
stipend listed 
The Killeen Independent School District is hosting a job fair Thursday, July 15, 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. The job fair will be located at the Killeen Civic and 
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Conference Center, and the school district is looking to hire for over 200 
positions for full and part-time school nutrition workers, crossing guards, bus 
drivers, substitutes, and custodians. The KISD Board of Trustees recently 
improved pay rates for hourly employees, so the district will be offering a $500 
new-hire stipend for anyone hired before August 31. Additionally, KISD offers a 
benefits package that includes health, dental, vision, life insurance, short and 
long-term disability, and paid sick or vacation leave.

July 12, 2021
Business owner organizes event to showcase small businesses in Waco 
A local business owner organized the first-ever Waco Summer Small Biz Expo to 
showcase small businesses and allow other small business owners to build 
relationships with one another. Christina Martinez hosted the event on Saturday 
afternoon outside Brotherwell Brewing on E. Bridge St. She was inspired to do so 
because she felt disconnected from the Waco business community after recently 
starting her own business, CTX Credit Repair.

July 15, 2021
Bridal boutique partners with on-profit to give free wedding dresses to 
servicewomen and first responders  
Your wedding dress is arguably the most important part of your wedding day, but 
that dream dress can get pretty expensive. For the past three years, Cinderella's 
Bridal Boutique and Formal-wear have been partnering up with the non-profit 
Brides Across America to help service members and first responders find the 
dress of their dreams at no cost.

July 16, 2021
Wet weather spelling trouble for hay farmers 
It's not just food crops that experienced a setback this year thanks to Mother 
Nature. Hay farmers have been battling the weather in their own way. Earlier this 
week I spoke with 3 Texans Winery and Vineyard about how the deep freeze in 
February hit them hard. The hay business wasn't too harmed from that event, but 
it was the buckets of rain that followed that really set Hungate Farm back.

July 16, 2021
Washington County Ladies Lions Club donates fans to help local seniors 
Members of the Washington County Ladies Lion Club have stepped up to help 
out local seniors in their area. "We are delighted to make a donation today," the 
organization wrote on Facebook. "Our senior citizens who are homebound will 
make good use of these fans." Until July 19, brand-new fan donations will be 
accepted for drop-off at Brenham Nursing Rehab. The facility will then distribute 
said fans across Washington County. They will also be able to pick-up brand-new 
fans as well.

July 16, 2021
Summer teen employment trends, Central Texas rebounds 
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Last year during the COVID-19 pandemic, teen employment fell drastically as 
small businesses struggled to pay the bills let alone retain employees. Early 
employment plays an important role in the development of young adults and 
shows a positive influence on later in life attainment and well-being, according to 
a study on recent employment trends.

July 19, 2021
Dry cleaners pressing on after height of COVID-19 pandemic 
As we return back to normal, dry cleaners are nationally seeing an increase in 
sales. People are heading back into the office, so the ZOOM wardrobe won't cut 
it. While we might miss the basketball shorts, dry cleaners in Central Texas 
couldn't be happier. Ben Childers, owner of Big Ben's Dry Cleaning said it's been 
a great first five years in business. He said it had ups and downs but before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, it was going strong.

July 23, 2021
Heavy rain leads to armyworms infestation across Texas, impacting 
farmers 
With cooler temperatures and a significant amount of rain throughout the lone 
star state, forage and crop producers are doing their best to fight a familiar 
insect. Texas A&M AgriLife extension overton forage specialist, Vanessa 
Corriher-Olsen, said armyworms are populating around various crops to the 
moisture from the rain we received and harvesting forages can produce a large 
number of them since they don't consume dry plants.

July 27, 2021
Brazos County to Open Multiple Healthcare Positions after $1.9 Million 
Funding
On July 27, the Brazos County Health District announced they be receiving $1.9 
million in funding from the Texas Department of State Health Services. This new 
funding is intended to address health disparities, workforce development, and 
sustainability.

July 28, 2021
Fort Hood Missing 17-Year-Old Found
17-year-old Alexander Flores has been found. According to officials, Flores left 
his on-post residence in the Comanche III housing area on July 27, 2021, at 
approximately 1:30 pm. Flores is 5'9" and weighs approximately 120 pounds with 
brown hair and brown eyes. He was last seen wearing a blue shirt, blue jeans, 
glasses and black shoes. 

July 28, 2021
New water treatment plant to provide an extra ten-million gallons of 
drinking water to Killeen residents 
The Bell County Water Control & Improvement District held a ribbon-cutting for 
the new Lake Stillhouse Water Treatment Plant on Wednesday, July 28. The 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4311406/
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water treatment facility will be able to provide ten million more gallons of drinking 
water a day for Killeen residents. Previously, all treated surface water came from 
the Lake Belton Water Treatment Plant.

July 28, 2021
Texas A&M students obtain learning experience through program at Texas 
State Technical College 
Texas A&M undergraduate engineering students have found a home in Texas 
State Technical College this summer, as they continue on the path towards 
graduation and a career in engineering. The Engineering Bachelor’s 
+ Program provides Texas A&M undergraduate students the ability to receive 
hands-on professional experience provided by Texas State Technical College 
(TSTC).

July 29, 2021
Lampasas PD Searching for Pool Office Burglar
The Lampasas Police Department is looking to identify the suspect of a burglary. 
The police department shared images on Thursday, July 29, of a suspect who 
committed a theft Wednesday night. According to officials, the man entered the 
office of the Hancock Springs Free Flow Swim Area. Anyone with information can 
call Lampasas Police at (512) 556-3644.

July 30, 2021
Killeen police officer in custody for injuring a 5-year-old child 
A Killeen Police Officer is in custody for injuring a 5-year old child during a 
domestic disturbance that occurred when they were off-duty. This marks 
the second Killeen Police Officer who has been charged with a felony this month. 
29-year-old Laura Smith was charged with the felony Friday, July 30, for Injury to 
a Child under 17. According to KPD, police were notified of a domestic 
disturbance on Wednesday, July 28, that involved Smith, and investigation 
revealed that a 5-year old child was recklessly injured during the incident.
July 30, 2021
G.W. Carver Middle School teachers in need of classroom supplies after 
fire 
Tuesday morning's fire at G.W. Carver Middle School left many teachers needing 
to replace everything they once had in their classrooms. Transformation Waco, 
the non-profit working with Waco ISD to move Carver students to Indian Spring 
Middle School this fall, has launched a webpage asking for the community to 
help replace some of the supplies lost in Tuesday's fire.
August 2, 2021
Black-owned businesses faced challenges, new opportunities during 
COVID-19 pandemic 
August is National Black Business Month, a month recognizing black-owned 
business owners around the country. Black-owned businesses, like many others, 
struggled in the face of the pandemic. But in Central Texas, this past year has 
also been a chance for black-owned businesses to find support from each other 

https://tees.tamu.edu/workforce-development/professional-education/bachelors-plus.html
https://www.facebook.com/360103587435054/posts/3945849668860410
https://www.kxxv.com/hometown/bell-county/killeen-police-officer-charged-with-sexual-assault-of-child
https://transformationwaco.org/g-w-carver-disaster-relief
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and their communities. At the head of East Waco's Tru Jamaica kitchen, Aniceto 
Charles, Jr. is one of many Black business owners in Central Texas.

August 3, 2021
Brazos Valley Food Bank garden feeds and teaches 
The Brazos Valley Food Bank runs a multi-bed garden, tended to by clients of 
the food bank’s ‘Together We Grow’ program, as well as volunteers from the 
local community. This garden doesn’t just exist to fill hungry bellies – although it 
does that too. In addition to feeding food bank clients, its fruits and veggies serve 
as teaching tools. The garden is tended to by volunteers, and managed by 
members of Together We Grow, a five-week course on job skills and long goal 
achievement.

August 3, 2021
Catalytic converter thefts: car insurance agencies, local mechanics 
address trends in vehicles being hit 
Car insurance agencies are seeing more and more customers filing claims after 
finding out that the catalytic converter has been cut out of their vehicles' exhaust 
system. A study by State Farm found that in 2020, they paid out over $1-million 
for over 440 theft claims in Texas alone. If that number seems high, that is 
nothing compared to where we are only halfway through 2021. "In the first half of 
2021 alone, we’re at 1,380 thefts at $2.6-million,” said Traci Plemons, State Farm 
Insurance Agent.

August 9, 2021
Businesses react to news of mandatory vaccine throughout the country 
The Delta variant has been impacting communities throughout the country, 
causing some states and cities to re-instate mask mandates, and some 
businesses even requiring that employees be vaccinated. As of right now, there 
is no mask mandate in place for Texas or a requirement for people to get 
vaccinated. Even as the COVID cases continue to increase throughout Central 
Texas, some local businesses don't feel the need to push those requirements on 
employees or customers.

August 9, 2021
Eight men arrested for Solicitation of Prostitution from Person under 18 
during two-day operation
Bell County Sheriff's Department Criminal Investigations Division assisted the 
Texas Department of Public Safety in conducting an Online Prostitution of a 
Minor Operation in Belton. The operation was intended to identify and arrest 
individuals seeking sexual acts from a minor in exchange for a fee. Eight men 
were arrested for Solicitation of Prostitution from a Person under 18 years of age 
during a two-day operation. All the individuals engaged in sexual conversation 
with a person they believed to be a 15-17-year-old female and agreed to meet 
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them in person to engage in sexual acts for a fee. The men were transported to 
the Bell County Jail.

August 12, 2021
Leon County Jail fugitives arrested after 6-day run from authorities
The Leon County Sheriff's Office is confirming that both escaped fugitives have 
now been apprehended. Kevin Anthony Kahler, 36, and Kevin Webb, 33, are 
both in custody following a six-day active search. Kahler, who was originally 
charged with burglary of a building, was caught at noon on Thursday at the 
Knight's Inn in Brenham. He has since been transported to the Leon County 
Sheriff’s Office Jail, where he was booked on the charge of escape. The Leon 
County Sheriff's Office is crediting their members, the Lone Star Fugitive Task 
Force, and the Gulf Coast Fugitive Task Force for Kahler's arrest. Sheriff Ellis 
also thanked the U.S. Marshals, Lone Star Fugitive Task Force, Gulf Coast 
Fugitive Task Force, Fort Bend County, Austin County, The Texas Rangers, the 
Texas Department of Public Safety CID, Office of the Inspector General, and the 
Brenham Police Department for their assistance in the investigation and 
apprehension of Kahler.

August 12, 2021
China Spring assistant coach, one other arrested in prostitution sting
A China Spring High School assistant coach was arrested Thursday in a 
prostitution sting led by the McLennan County Sheriff's Office. Authorities with 
the human trafficking unit arrested 40-year-old Keneth Lamadrid, an assistant 
girls softball and basketball coach, at noon in a parking lot on the intersection of 
19th Street and Lake Shore Drive. According to the arrest affidavit, Lamadrid 
responded to an advertisement for paid sex on a website known for prostitution 
and human trafficking. An undercover detective placed the ad. The detective 
exchanged messages with Lamadrid in which he indicated that he wanted to 
engage in sexual acts with an adult and a minor for a fee. Their communication 
led them to agree on the meeting place where Lamadrid was arrested after he 
attempted to enter the decoy vehicle. When arrested it was confirmed that he did 
have the monetary amount agreed upon in exchange for the sexual acts. The cell 
phone he used to communicate with detectives in the undercover operation was 
obtained. According to Sheriff Parnell McNamara, Lamadrid is being charged 
with prostitution and promotion of a minor and attempted sexual performance of 
a child.

August 16, 2021
Cecily Aguilar pleads not guilty to federal charges related to the killing of 
Vanessa Guillen 
Last week Cecily Aguilar entered a not guilty plea on federal charges in her 
alleged role in Vanessa Guillen's murder. Aguilar was first indicted last year on 
one count of conspiracy to tamper with evidence and two counts of tampering 
with evidence. Nearly a year later, Aguilar was re-indicted on nine additional 
charges. Aguilar's next court date has not been set yet.

https://www.kxxv.com/news/justice-for-vanessa-guillen/the-story-of-spc-vanessa-guillen
https://www.kxxv.com/news/local-news/cecily-aguilar-indicted-on-11-counts-for-involvement-in-vanessa-guillens-death
https://www.kxxv.com/news/local-news/cecily-aguilar-indicted-on-11-counts-for-involvement-in-vanessa-guillens-death
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August 17, 2021
Burleson County Chief Deputy shot in the face during standoff, suspect 
deceased
Burleson County Chief Deputy John Pollock was shot in the jaw/chin area while 
attempting to serve a warrant around 7 p.m on Tuesday, ensuing the multi-
agency standoff, at a residence in the 400 block of FM 60 in Caldwell, which 
lasted until early Wednesday morning. According to officials, at around 3 a.m. on 
Wednesday the suspect exited his home and fired at a Texas DPS Trooper and 
injured them with a gunshot wound to the arm; law enforcement initially believed 
the suspect was surrendering. Law enforcement returned fire, striking the 
suspect. The suspect, 41-year old James Matalice Smith of Somerville, was 
treated by the Burleson County Emergency Medical Services for life-threatening 
injuries and later pronounced dead at the scene by a Burleson County judge. 
"We're asking for prayers," Sheriff Gene Hermes said about his chief deputy's 
condition. Pollock has been transferred to CHI-St. Joseph Health Regional 
Hospital in Bryan with serious but not life-threatening injuries.

August 18, 2021
Bryan police investigating shooting near Henderson Park, 2 victims injured 
The Bryan Police Department is on the scene of a shooting located at Henderson 
Park, near 1600 Mockingbird Rd. Officers dispatched to a report of shots fired at 
9 p.m. Wednesday. Officers located two victims with gunshot wounds as they 
arrived on the scene. No suspect information is available currently, the 
investigation is ongoing.

August 18, 2021
Copperas Cove ISD invests over $1 million in computers for students
Thousands of Copperas Cove ISD students headed back to the 
classroom today, each with their very own laptop. The pandemic 
highlighting equity issues when it comes to accessible technology 
and internet access. However, thanks to tons of grants and local 
funding, CCISD said all 8,000 students now have access to a 
personal device. Access to technology proved to be a necessity 
throughout the last school year, even though students are back in 
the classroom, CCISD is making sure all of their students have 
access to their own computers in school and at home. The sound of 
the school bell starts Dominic Wilson's day, but it's not something 
he's looking forward to. "I don't really want to go to school," Wilson 
said. However, something this 6th grader can appreciate is a new 
laptop. "It's exciting," Wilson said. "I've never had my own 
computer. So, it's new for me."

August 26, 2021
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Lometa ISD temporarily closing due to increasing COVID-19 cases
The Lometa Independent School District announced that it will be temporarily 
closed effective Friday. Principal John Clawson made the announcement 
Thursday evening and said the school is continuing to see an increase in the 
number of positive COVID-19 cases. The school closure will last through 
Monday, Sept. 6. Students and staff will return to class on Tuesday, Sept. 7. 
Lometa ISD said it will use this time to deep-clean classrooms and allow students 
and staff time to recover from active cases. LISD is canceling the ACE program 
and Cherokee games that were scheduled for next week.

August 30, 2021
Cable barriers on Hwy 6 included in $600 million effort to make Texas 
highways safer
Traveling along Highway 6 between Waco and College Station, you might see 
some construction taking place. Cable barriers are being installed as part of an 
effort to bring down the number of traffic deaths. That includes "$600 million 
being allocated over the past two years to safety projects statewide," said Jake 
Smith, public information officer for the Texas Department of Transportation. 
Smith said TxDOT would like to put an end to traffic deaths by 2050. "It's an 
ambitious goal, but a necessary one, and one we really do think we can achieve 
as Texans if we are all in it together," said Smith. The portion in Waco is 90 
percent federally funded and 10 percent from the State of Texas.

August 30, 2021
Lone survivor returns to TAMU for final semester one year after deadly 
plane crash 
Monday marks the one-year anniversary of the deadly plane crash at Coulter 
Airfield in Bryan claiming the lives of David Walker, Tamera Walker, and Victoria 
Walker. One year to the day, Lone Survivor, Luke Armstrong, returned to Texas 
A&M University for his last and final semester as an Aggie. “I think it's nothing 
short of a miracle that the last year, you know in review has gone by, as well as it 
has," said Armstrong. "And also the fact that today is the one-year anniversary of 
the crash as well as my first day of class, I think that's kind of perfect poetic 
cosmic justice that God was looking out for me on that one. He’s been looking 
out for me a lot lately.” After months of extensive rehab and determination, Luke 
has defied the odds. He is physically back to 100 percent but most importantly, 
he is back in Aggieland. I'm ecstatic. I mean it's, waking up every day with a 
smile on my face, you know," said Armstrong. "It’s where I love to be, I love 
Texas A&M. Can't wait to beat the hell out of Kansas State on Saturday, and get 
back into football season, yell practice Friday at midnight, you know definitely 
ready to get back in and go whole heart for my last semester of school. I am just 
over the moon with joy and positivity about being able to be back here.” While 
Luke is excited to be back, he continues to think about the first responders that 
played such a pivotal role in him being here today.

August 31, 2021
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Axtell ISD closes due to COVID, Waco and Gatesville ISDs report latest
Central Texas schools are continuing to report a rise in COVID-19 cases among 
students, with Axtell Independent School District being the latest to close its 
doors in an effort to slow the spread. Axtell ISD announced Tuesday, that the 
school district will be closing for a four-day break on Friday. "As many of you may 
be aware, we are experiencing the highest surge of Covid-19 cases since the 
pandemic began here in Axtell ISD," said Dr. JR Proctor, superintendent. 
"However, at this point, I think that inserting a break where we can be away from 
each other for a little while would be beneficial for everyone."

August 17, 2021
COVID-19 Cases Rising in McLennan County with 4 New Deaths, 2 Fetal 
Deaths
According to Waco-McLennan County COVID-19 Statistics, 213 new cases have 
been reported in McLennan County as of Tuesday, August 17. Currently, 1,208 
cases are estimated as active which brings the total number of cases to 31,619 
cases. Active cases are the number of individuals with confirmed cases minus 
the recovered and deceased individuals.

September 3, 2021
Waco police report rise in apartment complex burglaries
The Waco Police Department said there has been a recent increase in burglaries 
since Wednesday. Burglars have been targeting apartment complex offices from 
4 a.m. to 7 a.m. but police said this is a great reminder, even if you are not an 
apartment owner, as Labor Day weekend approaches. "Keep your homes and 
cars locked and have other items out of sight and put away where no criminal 
can easily steal your valuables," said Cierra Shipley, public information officer.

September 8, 2021
Central Texas school district going back to basics to promote literacy
Across the globe, millions of kids and young adults lack basic literacy skills. 
Today shines a light on programs and initiatives working to close that gap. In 
Copperas Cove ISD, they are going back to the basics and returning to teaching 
the foundation of words - phonics. This initiative started back last school year, 
with instructors like Dr. Tonya Sweeney a CCISD District Literacy Coach, 
working directly with teachers to shift their teaching styles. "We made our shift in 
the district to follow the sciences," said Sweeny. "It’s been a mind shift but the 
teachers have been very receptive to the change into the realignment because 
they’re seeing the difference in their students." A shift that paid off for students 
like Janell Aldridge who is a fifth-grader in CCISD reading well above her grade 
level. Aldridge said she has had help from her teachers and reads often. "She 
helped me read chapter books with hard words in them [like] Harry Potter," 
Aldridge said. Aldridge is already looking to the future. "So I can get a job and I 
can get money, if I don’t know how to read how am I supposed to fill out an 
application so I can get the job?" said Aldridge.
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September 12, 2021
Harker Height Police: Killeen man, 20 arrested for Capital Murder
A 20-year-old Killeen man is facing capital murder and aggravated assault with a 
deadly weapon charges, police said Sunday. The Harker Heights-Belton SWAT 
team arrested Jeremiah Lane Mitchell on Saturday in connection with the July 31 
death of 24-year-old Skyler Mills. Witnesses said Mitchell and the female victim 
had gotten into a verbal altercation before the shooting.

September 17, 2021
Temple ISD partnering with local farmers for more nutritious meals 
The Temple ISD school nutrition team works year-round to get fresh seasonal 
fruits and vegetables on the plates of thousands of students. It's an initiative 
made possible through a partnership with the Texas Department of Agriculture's 
Farm Fresh program. The program strives to create a partnership between local 
farmers and ranchers and school districts for a farm to table experience for kids. 
We can all remember the days of school lunch. Some days it was frozen, other 
times it came out of a can. With the Farm Fresh program, at Temple ISD, they 
are using lunchtime as a teachable moment to expand their pallet. It's no secret 
that food is fuel. The best fuel is premium, it's something that District Nutrition 
Director Ian Vestal is always on the hunt for. Vestal said, "When you have your 
kids participating in it you realize how important it becomes." With two of his own 
kids in Temple ISD, he says that the breakfast lunch combo needs to be more 
than just a frozen dish.

September 17, 2021
A&M professors working to repurpose carbon dioxide emissions
A trio of Texas A&M professors are taking aim at repurposing carbon dioxide 
emissions from cars - and using it to help people and the environment. Water 
and carbon dioxide are two bi-products of vehicles and the team wants to capture 
and use them for good. They'll do this by utilizing a Rankine cycle system. Bi-
products will be collected from a vehicle and then provided to urban farms and 
greenhouses to prevent environmental damage.

September 17, 2021
3 Fort Hood soldiers, ex-Belton officer caught in sex trafficking sting
Ten men, including three Fort Hood soldiers and a former Belton Police Officer, 
were arrested in a sex trafficking sting. "The purpose of the operation is to 
crackdown on sex trafficking and to identify/arrest individuals seeking sexual acts 
in exchange for a fee in Bell County," said the sheriff's department. "The 
operation was conducted in the Temple-Killeen area of Bell County." The 
operation conducted by the Bell County Sheriff’s Department, Texas Department 
of Public Safety, and Fort Hood Law Enforcement had undercover female 
deputies posted at locations on Tuesday and Thursday in which 10 men were 
arrested. Authorities placed soliciting advertisements on online sites in the 
operation, these websites are known to people looking to engage in sexual 
conduct for a fee.

https://www.kxxv.com/news/local-news/one-dead-after-a-domestic-disturbance-call-in-harker-heights
https://www.kxxv.com/news/local-news/one-dead-after-a-domestic-disturbance-call-in-harker-heights
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September 17, 2021
Shoemaker High School student arrested after allegedly stabbing 
classmate
Killeen ISD police have arrested a juvenile suspect in a stabbing at Shoemaker 
High School. The incident took place after-school outside of the campus, said 
principal Latisha Williams in a letter to parents on Wednesday. This incident is 
currently under investigation by Killeen ISD Police and the entire campus 
administration," said Williams. "Students who are found to be involved in the fight 
or act of violence will be charged and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law." 
The 16-year old student charged with aggravated assault was transported to the 
Bell County Juvenile Detention Center on Friday. "Our students must understand 
we are serious about safety and this kind of behavior is never tolerated at 
Shoemaker," said the KISD school principal. "The district remains vigilant 
regarding the safety of students and staff, and we ask that you reinforce this 
message to your students."

September 20, 2021
Blue Baker holding cookie sale to benefit Red Cross Hurricane Ida Relief 
Fund
et those sweet tooths ready, Brazos County! This week, Blue Baker is holding a 
cookie sale at all three College Station locations. It'll last until Friday, Sept. 24. 
For every cookie sold, $1 will be donated to the Red Cross Hurricane Ida Relief 
Fund. "It has always been incredibly important to us to be an admired business 
that is embedded and active in the local community, and we want to extend that 
commitment to communities along the Gulf Coast to help people affected by 
Hurricane Ida," said Zach Langenkamp, president of Blue Baker, in a press 
release. "The devastation and damage left behind by Hurricane Ida is 
heartbreaking, and we hope our financial donation will help provide shelter, 
meals, relief supplies, and other necessary assistance."

September 20, 2021
Snook ISD students to receive breakfast and lunch for free this year
Snook ISD says all students eating breakfast and lunch at school will not be 
charged this year. The Texas Department of Agriculture has approved a waiver 
for Snook ISD's School Nutrition Services, exempting all students from having to 
pay. Second meals, extra entrees, and a la carte food items will still be available 
for purchase in the cafeteria. Snook ISD students will not be required to fill out a 
meal application to receive these free meals. However, the district is still 
encouraging families to fill one out as it still provides additional benefits.

September 20, 2021
Waco shooting leaves one dead, marks 13th homicide in 2021
Waco police officers were called to the 2200 block of Gurley Avenue on Sunday 
night for the discharge of a firearm. When officers arrived, they found 22-year-old 
Israel Martinez dead with a gunshot wound. Next of kin have been notified. Waco 

https://www.bluebaker.com/
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Fire Department and AMR personnel responded and pronounced Martinez 
deceased. No arrest has been made and the investigation is ongoing. Anyone 
with information about this investigation should call the Waco Police Department 
at (254) 750-7500 or Crime Stoppers at (254) 753-4357. Tips can be given 
anonymously. This is Waco's 13th criminal homicide in 2021.

September 20, 2021
Mission Waco’s 15th annual Walk for the Homeless aims to educate walkers
Mission Waco is working to improve the lives of the poor and homeless who are 
struggling to get ahead. On Sunday, hundreds of people gathered in Waco to 
walk for homelessness but to also discuss the various systemic issues that are 
occurring like domestic violence, food insecurity, affordable housing and 
homeless people who are affected by the COVID-19. The group's 15th annual 
Walk For The Homeless aims to educate walkers about the issues and raise 
awareness about the organizations working to serve the vulnerable population. 
People in the community get a chance to learn about the resources that exist in 
Waco.

September 21, 2021
CASA of McLennan County seeks more Hispanic and bilingual volunteers 
This Hispanic Heritage Month, CASA of McLennan County is looking for more 
Spanish-speaking court-appointed special advocates for children and families in 
the foster care system. In 2020, roughly 40 percent of the children in the foster 
care system were Hispanic. CASA of McLennan County has just three Hispanic 
volunteers. Only two of them are bilingual.

September 21, 2021
Family calls for community to stop the violence after death of 19-year-old in 
Killeen 
“That’s something no parent, or sister, or family ever want to have a phone call 
for, you never think it’s going to happen to your family,” said Lesley Rodriguez. 
Facing a burden too tough to bear, Rodriguez and her family are sharing 
memories, looking at pictures, and are still trying to come to terms with the loss 
of her youngest sister, Alondra Santiago. “That’s something no parent, or sister, 
or family ever want to have a phone call for, you never think it’s going to happen 
to your family,” said Lesley Rodriguez. Facing a burden too tough to bear, 
Rodriguez and her family are sharing memories, looking at pictures, and are still 
trying to come to terms with the loss of her youngest sister, Alondra Santiago.

September 21, 2021
Brazos County deputies awarded for bravery in hostage situation
Four Brazos County deputies have been awarded for helping bring a safe end to 
a lengthy standoff with a man they considered armed and dangerous. One 
evening in late July of this year, the Brazos County Sheriff's Office Crisis 
Negotiation Team was summoned to assist College Station police, after a man 
having a mental health crisis had barricaded himself in his home with a weapon.
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September 21, 2021
Bryan ISD students recognized for their academic achievements
26 students from Bryan schools are being recognized for their academic 
achievements. Six students from Bryan High School - and 20 from Bryan 
Collegiate High - have received national recognition for reaching a 3.5 or higher 
GPA and other academic benchmarks. Bryan ISD says they're very proud of the 
students for their academic achievements, especially during the ongoing 
pandemic.

September 21, 2021
How shortage of school bus drivers is impacting Central Texas
Bill Paquette would start his morning around 4:30 A.M. "You’ll drive for three or 
four hours, and you come back to the bus barn and you don’t come back until the 
afternoon run," said Paquette. He drove for a year for Killeen ISD but says he 
quit for several reasons. "The biggest thing is mutual respect," said Paquette. 
The former bus driver says elementary and high school students were easy to 
deal with. He had several disciplinary issues with junior high students. Paquette 
says he also didn't feel that the district had his back.

September 21, 2021
Beating record-breaking heat, last seen over 100 years ago
As record-breaking heat settled in the area Monday afternoon, everyone did their 
best to stay cool and avoid heat-related illnesses. With extreme heat hitting the 
area, the triple-digit temperatures of Monday were last seen on this date in 1911. 
That’s over 100 years ago. Maintenance worker Simon Guerrero said the best 
thing a person can do for themselves in temperatures like this is to stay hydrated. 
“I mean you cannot have A/C when you’re going to work outside," said Guerrero. 
"But if you keep your body hydrated with fluids, you know it helps a lot.” Worker 
Norman Chavez said he believes he has it better than many labor workers, as he 
is able to take frequent breaks to hydrate and move into a shaded area. But he 
hopes that others are being given the same consideration. “But not everybody 
works [the] same way we do… some people it’s a 100 percent outside," said 
Chavez. "Like the people working on the freeway. So I want to believe they have 
some kind of a tent where they can go and, you know, cool off for a little bit.”

September 23, 2021
TEA offers school $800 million for free COVID testing options
The Texas Education Agency is offering a collective $800 million for schools to 
implement COVID-19 testing if they wish to do so. Some Brazos Valley school 
districts are going to be using this money to offer testing for students and staff, 
while other districts are electing just to use this money for staff testing.

September 24, 2021
Building bridges and breaking barriers 
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If you ask any police officer... they'll probably tell you working with their 
colleagues is like a brotherhood. In this case, probationary officers Manuel 
Esqueda and Abraham Esqueda are actually brothers. "Ever since we were 
small, we would watch cops or videos on YouTube of police stuff," said Manuel. 
A young childhood dream both the Esqueda brothers didn't think could become a 
reality. They worked in information technology for years. "I never saw myself 
doing this," Abraham said. "It was something that I saw far away until we finally 
decided 'you know what let's give it a try." They recently graduated from the 
academy and already they've helped so many people.

September 24, 2021
Lorena police arrest student for planned “Columbine-style” attack
The Lorena Police Department arrested a high school student Thursday for 
allegedly making threats of a "Columbine-style" attack on social media. The 17-
year-old male student at Lorena High School threatened to shoot a list of people, 
the school principal, any police who attempt to stop the attack and anyone not on 
the list, according to an arrest affidavit. Police Chief Tom Dickson said the threat 
was taken as a "Columbine-style" attack due to the comments that were made in 
the message.

September 24, 2021
1st Cavalry Division Hosts “CAV Week in celebration of 100th birthday
A spectacular ceremony marks the end of "CAV week" as Fort Hood celebrated 
100 years of the Army’s 1st Cavalry Division. It’s been 100 years since America’s 
first team was brought together, and today members of past and present got to 
celebrate a century’s worth of defending our nation. The 'boom' of cannon fire 
kicked off the centennial ceremony, rich with pride that was on full display and 
felt by those in attendance.

September 24, 2021
Bryan resident arrested for sexual assault of 14-year-old child
A Bryan resident was arrested for the sexual assault of a 14-year-old child on 
Friday. On Thursday, the 14-year-old victim reported she had been sexually 
assaulted earlier in the evening at an apartment complex located near the 
intersection of Longmire Court and Valley View Drive.

September 28, 2021
Bryan ISD asking for parent feedback on possible virtual academy
Parents and caregivers of students in grades kindergarten through sixth have 
until midnight Friday morning to fill out an online survey regarding Bryan ISD's 
implementation of a virtual academy. A recent change to Texas legislation has 
now allowed for school districts to re-instate virtual learning for the next two 
years.

September 28, 2021
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McGregor, Midway ISDs dropped from AG’s mask lawsuit as legal battle 
continues
A McLennan County district court has agreed to drop McGregor and Midway 
ISDs from the attorney general’s lawsuit against McLennan County schools for 
violating an executive order banning mask mandates. That still leaves Waco and 
La Vega ISDs as the state continues to try to place a temporary restraining order 
on the district's mask mandates. After a district court hearing this morning with 
Judge Vicki Menard, Waco ISD said in a statement: "We appreciated Judge 
Menard's thoughtful consideration of the arguments presented during today's 
hearing and look forward to further discussion of the district's request to have the 
lawsuit abated."

September 28, 2021
Temple COVID-19 testing site reopens after closure due to lack of supplies
A Temple COVID-19 Drive-Thru Testing site, previously closed due to lack of 
supplies, will resume operations beginning Wednesday. The site will be open 
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and will be located at the parking 
lot across Wilson Park Softball Complex, 2136-2210 E Avenue H. "The testing 
site will have 200 COVID-19 tests available each day and 50 Pfizer vaccines," 
said Temple Fire & Rescue. "Booster shots will also be available."
September 29, 2021
Pfizer booster shot makes its way to Central Texas, demand for vaccine 
clinics high
Booster shots for the Pfizer vaccine have made their way to Central Texas for 
those eligible. McLennan County health officials said they've seen a lot of people 
take the opportunity to get the extra shot. According to CDC recommendations, 
the Pfizer-BioNTech booster is available for those 65 years old and older, as well 
as those 18 and older who have an underlying health condition or live or work in 
a high-risk setting. "This gives them another pump of immunization, gives them 
another pump of strength so that they'll be able to fight the delta variant or any 
other variants of COVID that come along," said Kelly Craine, communications 
lead for the Waco-McLennan County Public Health District.

September 29, 2021
2020 FBI numbers indicate a rise in violent crime in much of Central Texas
New statistics from the FBI have been published, detailing the number of violent 
crime reports among police departments across the country. In Waco, Temple, 
and Killeen the numbers tell the same story: crime was on the rise in 2020. The 
data reveals that most of the metropolitan police departments in Central Texas 
saw an increase in crime. Versus 2019, Waco's crime reports rose from 783 to 
905. Temple rose from 221 to 297. Killeen nearly doubled their total, 583 to 1033. 
The police departments of Hewitt, Bellmead, and Belton also saw slight 
increases. The Robinson Police Department was one of the few local agencies 
that reported fewer crimes in 2020.

September 29, 2021

https://www.kxxv.com/hometown/bell-county/temple-covid-19-drive-thru-testing-site-closes-due-to-lack-of-supplies
https://www.kxxv.com/hometown/bell-county/temple-covid-19-drive-thru-testing-site-closes-due-to-lack-of-supplies
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Across the country, hundreds of unaccompanied veterans are buried each 
year.
Here in Texas, the Veterans Land Board works year-round to ensure those 
unaccompanied veterans have a dignified burial. Throughout the state's four 
veterans cemeteries, Killeen has the highest number of unaccompanied burials. 
At the Central Texas State Veterans Cemetery, thousands of our nations hero's 
lie in their final formation. Among them are unaccompanied veterans, but what 
exactly is an unaccompanied veteran?

September 29, 2021
Crime rates rose in Bryan during 2020, according to FBI report
The FBI released their annual crime statistics on Monday which show that in 
Bryan, and cities all across the United States, a violent crime spike was recorded 
for the year 2020. “Once I lost T, T-Baby was his nickname, I was more on high 
alert because I have a younger son," said Bryan resident Chandra Petty. "I felt 
that if I lost T-Baby, who was well known in the community, my other son was not 
exempt.”

September 29, 2021
IN-DEPTH: 'The public will likely see an uptick' in unaccompanied veteran 
burials
Across the country, hundreds of unaccompanied veterans are buried each year.
Here in Texas, the Veterans Land Board works year-round to ensure those 
unaccompanied veterans have a dignified burial. Throughout the state's four 
veterans cemeteries, Killeen has the highest number of unaccompanied burials. 
At the Central Texas State Veterans Cemetery, thousands of our nations hero's 
lie in their final formation. Among them are unaccompanied veterans, but what 
exactly is an unaccompanied veteran?

September 29, 2021
Police: Killeen child locked in garage as punishment, assaulted
Killeen police have arrested a 45-year-old woman for allegedly assaulting and 
locking an 8-year-old child in the garage. Detectives with the Special Victims Unit 
were informed by the Department of Family Protective Services about a reported 
injury to a child, according to Public Affairs Officer Ofelia Miramontez.

September 30, 2021
Reliability & Accuracy of At-Home COVID-19 Tests
Over a year and a half into the pandemic we're still navigating through day-to-day 
life with COVID-19. Some things getting a little more manageable, like access to 
testing. The days of waiting in line for hours to get a COVID-19 test are behind 
us. At home COVID-19 testing has quickly gained popularity, lightening the load 
for labs already processing thousands of Coronavirus tests, but just how 
accurate are those tests?

September 30, 2021
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Waco Pride Network Wants to Open LGBTQ Community Center in Waco
Waco Pride Network is busy preparing for 'Out on the Brazos', an LGBTQ pride 
festival coming up in just over a week. The group is also looking to the future, 
one with more resources and visibility for the community. The group is raising 
money to create an LGBTQ community center where people can drop in and 
access resources year-round, something Waco Pride Network board member 
Lucas Land said is much needed in the city.

September 30, 2021
Fort Hood troopers awarded medals for assistance in Hurricane Ida relief
When natural disasters like hurricanes occur the National Guard is often called in 
to assist, and sometimes even troops from Fort Hood deploy to help out. On 
Friday, Sept. 3, troopers with the 3rd Cavalry Regiment and 61st Quartermaster 
Battalion on Fort Hood deployed to Louisiana to assist with Hurricane Ida relief 
efforts. For their help, over 150 troopers have been awarded the Louisiana 
National Guard Emergency Service Medal.

September 30, 2021
Man arrested for capital murder after 10-year-old son's death in Waco
A 36-year-old man faces multiple charges - including capital murder - in 
connection with the death of his 10-year-old son. Bronchae Lewis is jailed in 
McLennan County on resisting arrest, attempting to take an officer’s weapon and 
capital murder charges.

September 30, 2021
Fire burns down Belton woman's home, leaving her with nothing
What was supposed to be a normal Sunday night for Zynda Stagg quickly turned 
into her worst nightmare. It was around 10 p.m. when her neighbor, who was 
burning trash nearby, burst into Stagg's quaint home on Mulberry Drive in Belton, 
in a panic, telling her to get out. 25News was there when Staggs got the first 
glimpse of what was left of her home in the daylight. From a strong structure to 
piles of burnt debris, the sight brought the woman to tears, making it difficult to 
comment on the situation. “Basically everything that she's worked for is gone,” 
her daughter Scota Gaston said. It was the sight of the white, four-burner stove 
that the two used for decades, car seats melted at the handles, and family relics 
lying in piles of debris that mad Gaston tear up

Public Service Announcements/Commercials: 

TITLE/TOPIC LENGTH ISSUE
Belts, Buckles, and Bling PSA :30, :15 Cenikor Fund Raiser
Feed the Need :30, :15 Summer Food Drive PSA
Margaritas and Mulligans :30, :15 Hewitt Golf Tournament 
Goodwill Night Amongst Stars :30, :15 Goodwill Fund Raiser
Out of the Darkness PSA :30 Suicide Prevention Walk Promotion 
Workforce Resource Summit :30 Promotion for Workforce Summit

https://www.wacopride.org/out-on-the-brazos
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TAB Alzheimer’s Awareness :30 Alzheimer’s Awareness PSA
TAB Love Click It :30 TAB Seat Belt Promotion 
TAB Impaired Driving :30 TAB Impaired Driving PSA
TXDOT Share the Road :30 Promoting sharing the road with motorcycles  
TAB Move Over :30 TAB PSA Promoting Safe Driving 
TAB Alzheimer’s Awareness :30 TAB PSA about Alzheimer’s 


