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Oct. 1, 2020—Dec. 31, 2020

Section I: Issues

The stations have identified the following topics as significant issues facing our community in this quarter:

A. Taxes/Government Funding: Wyoming faces a budget shortfall that some economists have 
estimated in the $ 1 billion or more range for the 2021-2022 biennium. Education alone facing an estimated 
shortfall of $400 million or more. The budget outlook for the state was bad even as the year started. A 
combination of low energy prices and the economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic have made the 
situation much, much worse. This also has impacts on local government across the state, as state funding 
for local governments is a significant factor in city and county budgets, including those of Cheyenne and 
Laramie County. Gov. Mark Gordon during the quarter announced another $500 million in budget cuts.

B. The COVID-19 Pandemic: The story and the issue that came to dominate the news across Wyoming 
and the world during 2020.  As the pandemic spread and worsened, this is the one issue that came to 
dominate people’s lives and our local news coverage more than any other during the entire year, including 
the fourth quarter. COVID-19 has implications for a number of other issues, including education, 
government funding, and public safety.

C. Crime/Law enforcement:  Especially as it relates to the COVID-19 pandemic. For example, several 
law enforcement agencies have announced they will not enforce face mask mandates. Despite local and 
state orders. Some jails in the state are also restricting the number and type of prisoners they will accept 
because of COVID-19.

D. Public Health/Safety:  The topic that was at the forefront of the pandemic was, of course, keeping as 
many people as healthy as possible. It was an issue which kept many people at home and left more than a 
few unemployed as the quarter progressed. Virtually everyone had their lives touched in one way or 
another by this issue in 2020.

E. The Economy:  Always an important issue, and one that became critical for many during 2020 and 
beyond. The debate in Wyoming about balancing the public safety versus people’s need to earn a living 
and potential business closures remained an issue through all of 2020.

Section II: Responsive Programming

The following programs have all aired at the specified dates for the specific durations at the following 
times:  6am on KIGN-FM and KLEN-FM and 7am on KGAB-AM.  

Program Date Topic/guest(s) Length

Report to 
Wyoming

Oct. 4 University of Wyoming Athletic Director 
Tom Burman on resumption of fall sports 
in light of pandemic, precautions against 
COVID on campus and at games. 
COVID-19, Education, Extracurricular 
Activities

9 mins.



Report to 
Wyoming

Oct. 11 Wyoming Rep. Clarence Styvar [R-
Laramie County] on proposal to convene 
a special session of the legislature to 
deal with state health orders on 
pandemic. COVID-19, Public Health, 
State Economy.

22 mins.

Report to 
Wyoming

Oct. 18 Cheyenne Regional Medical Center 
CEO Tim Thornell on local and state 
numbers for COVID-19 pandemic and 
precautions at hospital. Also, 
preparations for possible future spikes in 
cases. COVID-19, Public Health.

22 mins

Report to 
Wyoming

Oct. 25 Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon update 
on pandemic, state numbers, possible 
future steps. The governor also asked 
state residents to take the issue 
seriously, which he said many are not 
doing. COVID-19, Public Health.

29 mins

Report to 
Wyoming

Nov. 1 Laramie County Public Health Officer Dr. 
Stan Hartman, on local face mask 
mandate, local and state outlook for 
pandemic. COVID-19, Public Health, 
Law Enforcement.

22 mins

Report to 
Wyoming

Nov. 8 Laramie County District Attorney Leigh 
Anne Manlove on constitutional issues 
about enforcing face mask mandates. 
She argued that they are not laws as 
such and said her office would not 
prosecute people for violating them. 
Several other law enforcement 
agencies/prosecutors around Wyoming 
have made similar statements. She also 
discussed the impact of state budget 
cuts related to the pandemic on 
prosecuting crimes. COVID-19, Law 
Enforcement/Crime, Economy.

29 mins

Report to 
Wyoming

Nov. 22 Wyoming Governor Mark Gordon on 
budget cuts, COVID-19. The governor 
discussed $500 million in state budget 
cuts due mostly to COVID impact on the 
economy as well as the decline of the 
state’s energy industries. 
Taxes/Government Funding, 
Economy, COVID-19.

Report to 
Wyoming

Dec. 2* Dave Marcum, Laramie County 
Community College Political Science 
Instructor. On the impact of the 2020 
election results, possible effect of 
COVID-19 on election. Also discussed 
whether election fraud could have been 
committed with mail-on ballots. COVID-
19, Election. 

29 mins

Report to 
Wyoming

Dec. 6 Sen. Mike Enzi reflects on his 24 years 
in the U.S. Senate. Also urged parties to 
work together to face COVID-19 and the 

15 mins.



other issues facing the country. Covid-
19, Economy.

Report to 
Wyoming

Dec. 6 Glenn Woods, author of ‘’The 
Uncomplicated Life” on dealing with 
holiday stress as well as the 
psychological challenges of a global 
pandemic. COVID-19, Mental Health. 

15 mins

Report to 
Wyoming

Dec. 29 Cheyenne City Councilman Richard 
Johnson and Attorney and UW Professor 
Kris Koski on racial covenants that are 
still on the books in older neighborhoods 
across the state. While not legally 
enforceable, they do send a racist 
message that may make people of color 
feel unwelcome. They also are not 
helpful in terms of the image presented 
when trying to attract businesses to the 
state.  Economy, Racial Covenants. 

29 mins

*Program which was normally scheduled for Nov. 29 aired on Wed, December 2 due to technical issues 
with the NexGen system.


