
Public File Channel 977 (97.7 FM/1020AM/KJJK-AM) - 2019 Quarter 2:

1. Monday, April 01, 2019:
- The Fergus Falls State of the City will be on Thursday, April 11th at 7pm at A Center for the 

Arts. Minnesota Governor Tim Walz, Representative Bud Nornes and Senator Bill 
Ingebrigtsen will be a few people in attendance. The event is free, but seating is limited so 
everyone who wants to go must have a ticket. Told listeners about this and to find more 
information at kbrfradio.com (3:10pm). 

2. Tuesday, April 02, 2019: 
- The 27th annual Great American Think-off is searching for essay submissions for its 

philosophy debate. Essays are due by April 15th. Told listeners that they could head over to 
think-off.org for details and to learn how to enter. (3:15pm).

3. Wednesday, April 03, 2019: 
- Many people are headed to Minneapolis for this weekend’s college basketball games 

(March Madness). There is a high concern about scams. The Better Business Bureau says 
that it’s best to get tickets though an official provider or seller that is a member of the 
National Association of Ticket Brokers. Told listeners they could learn more at 
kbrfradio.com. (3:30pm). 

4. Thursday, April 4, 2019:
- The Otter Tail County Emergency Twitter account put up some good information about 

water and its power. Informed listeners that six inches of fast moving water can carry away 
an adult, twelve inches can carry away a small car and eighteen to twenty-four can carry 
away most large SUVs, vans and trucks. (4:10pm).

5. Monday, April 08, 2019: 
- The Minnesota Department of Transportation posted on their official Twitter page about the 

importance of headlights. Shared with listeners that they should have them on in conditions 
like rain, snow and fog. (3:10pm) 

6. Tuesday, April 09, 2019: 
- It’s National Work Zone Awareness Week. The Minnesota Department of Transportation 

encourages safe driving through highway work zones. There are over 200 active work zones 
scheduled throughout the state this construction season. Told listeners they could read 
more at kbrfradio.com. (4:10pm).
 

7. Wednesday, April 10, 2019: 
- There is a Winter Storm Warning in the area for Wednesday night through Friday morning. 

The National Weather Service has many recommendations on their Twitter page in 
situations like this. Shared with listeners that it suggested that they prepare their vehicles 
and homes. Having safety kit, cold weather gear, etc. can be helpful. (4:10pm). 



8. Thursday, April 11, 2019
- Told listeners about the Minnesota House approving a compromised version of the hands 

free cell phone bill. It requires drivers to use phones and electronic devices in hand free 
mode only while behind the wheel. (3:40pm).

9. Monday, April 15, 2019: 
- Governor Tim Walz signed the Hands Free Cell Phone Bill into law on Friday. He was 

surrounded by families impacted by distracted drives. Told listeners they could read more at 
kbrfradio.com (3:15pm).
 

10. Tuesday, April 16, 2019: 
- The Minnesota Department of Transportation is having an open house on Wednesday, April 

24th for people to learn more about the 2019 construction project on Highways 55, 59 and 
79 in Elbow Lake. Residents and business owners are encouraged to attend. The project is 
scheduled to start on April 29th. Instructed listeners to get more details at kbrfradio.com 
(3:10pm). 

11. Friday, April 19, 2019: 
- Starting on Monday (April 22, 2019), people traveling on I-94 between the Garfield and 

Alexandria exits will be affected by heavy traffic in the westbound lanes until the end of 
August. Eastbound lanes will be getting work done. Told listeners that they could get more 
details at kbrfradio.com (2:40pm).
 

12. Monday, April 22, 2019:
- Told listeners that Earth Day is today. It began in 1970 and is celebrated in almost 200 

countries. People are encouraged to do things like recycle, invest in a reusable coffee cup, 
and use earth friendly cleaning products in honor of the holiday (3:10pm).
 

13. Tuesday, April 23, 2019:
- State health officials are concerned about measles because of a near-record outbreak in the 

US. Jane Griffith, Minnesota Department of Health epidemiologist says that the MMR 
vaccine is the most effective way to prevent it. Told listeners that they could read more at 
kbrfradio.com. (4:10pm).
 

14. Wednesday, April 24, 2019:
- Fergus Falls will not be making up for recent snow days. The school board will be approving 

a 168 day calendar, instead of a 170 day calendar, during their next meeting. Directed 
listeners to kbrfradio.com for more details (3:15pm).  

15. Monday, April 29, 2019: 
- The Department of Employment and Economic Development says that the number of job 

vacancies in Minnesota greatly outnumbers the state’s unemployed. There were 137,000 
vacancies during the 4th quarter of 2018, which is a 20 percent increase from the previous 
year. Told listeners they could read more at kbrfradio.com (2:15pm). 



16. Tuesday, April 30, 2019: 
- The Fergus Falls School Board approved a letter of intent with the Target Corporation this 

morning to purchase the former Target Store building and adjacent land in Fergus Falls. Help 
with the early childhood programming. Told listeners to learn more at kbrfradio.com 
(2:40pm). 

17. Wednesday, May 01, 2019: 
- Otter Tail County is still in the top 13 for most dangerous counties for drunk driving in 

Minnesota. This means that there will be more law enforcement officers on patrol from now 
through the summer. Officials recommend designating a driver, calling a cab, using public 
transportation or staying at the location of a party if you’re drinking. More details at 
kbrfradio.com (3:30pm).
 

18. Monday, May 06, 2019: 
- The City of Fergus Falls has confirmed that work with the College Way Street improvements 

will begin on Tuesday (5/7/19). There will be some road closures and temporary access for 
parts of the work, which is expected to be done on June 30th. Told listeners they could read 
more at kbrfradio.com (2:40pm). 

19. Tuesday, May 07, 2019: 
- Corn planting has been delayed in Minnesota because of weather being too cold and wet. 

Only six percent of the states’ corn crop was planted by Monday, which is almost two and a 
half weeks behind the five year average. Told listeners they could learn more at 
kbrfradio.com. (3:10pm). 

20. Wednesday, May 08, 2019: 
-Polls will be open this weekend at the Becker County Auditor Treasure’s Office for absentee 
votes in the Frazee Vergas School district for both Becker and Otter Tail County voters. More 
information at kbrfradio.com. (3:15pm). 

       21. Monday, May 13, 2019: 

- The Governor’s Fishing Opener was this past weekend and next year’s event was just 
announced. Thumper Pond in Otter Tail County will be the headquarters in 2020. It will be the 
73rd Annual. Told listeners that they could read more at kbrfradio.com (3:15pm). 

      22. Tuesday, May 14, 2019: 

- On Monday (5/13/19), the Fergus Falls School Board approved the purchase of additional land 
behind the old Target building, which they recently bought. It’s almost another eight acres. This 
gives them additional green space. Instructed listeners to visit kbrfradio.com for more details 
(4:10pm).  

   



  23. Wednesday, May 15, 2019: 

- The Hands Free Bill was passed by Governor Tim Walz last month and becomes law on August 1st. This 
law will let someone driving use their cell phone to make calls, text, listen to music or podcast and get 
directions, but only with voice commands or single touch action. More information can be found on the 
Minnesota Department of Public Safety website (3:30pm). 

24. Thursday, May 16, 2019: 

- Jerry Ness is retiring as Fergus Falls School Superintendent in a few weeks. In honor of that, there is a 
celebration being held today at the Gold Gym at Kennedy Secondary School from 3:30pm-5pm with a 
program at 4:15pm. Told listeners they could read more at kbrfradio.com (2:30pm). 

25. Monday, May 20, 2019: 

- After a week of negotiations, Governor Tim Walz and leaders of both parties have reached agreement 
on a budget plan. Details will be hammered out at a special session going somewhere between one and 
five days. Told listeners they could read more at kbrfradio.com (3:10pm). 

26. Tuesday, May 21, 2019: 

- Over the past five years the Minnesota Department of Public Safety says 446 unbelted motorists lost 
their lives and 981 people suffered life changing injuries. The trend has been better recently of people 
wearing seatbelts, but officials say more needs to be done. County and local law enforcement agencies 
will be doing extra seat belt enforcement now through June 2nd (5:10pm). 

27. Wednesday, May 22, 2019:

- The city of Fergus Falls is getting closer to phase two of deconstruction at the former Regional 
Treatment Center. The council approved a bid from a company that could start deconstruction soon. 
The city has been working with the Minnesota State Historical and Prevention Office during this whole 
thing. Read more at kbrfradio.com (3:10pm). 

28. Thursday, May 23, 2019:

- The US Department of Transportation is giving a $12.8 million grant to the Detroit Lakes Airport. 
Congressman Collin Peterson as well as Senators Amy Klobuchar and Tina Smith announced the funding 
for improvement projects including runway construction. Told listeners they could get more details at 
kbrfradio.com (4:30pm). 

29. Friday, May 24, 2019: 

- Memorial Day Weekend is happening and the Sheriff’s Department and other agencies will be doing 
extra seatbelt enforcement and impaired driving enforcement. The Minnesota Department of 
Transportation says all motorists should plan ahead before traveling and use extra care when going 
through work zones. Most projects will be suspended during this time, but there still are bypasses, lane 
closures and detours (2:30pm). 



30. Monday, May 28, 2019: 

- Reminded listeners that if they are traveling and carrying a load, that Minnesota law requires it to be 
secure so whatever it is does not shift, blow or come loose. It is recommended that people check their 
load and 511mn.org before they leave (2:30pm). 

31. Thursday, May 30, 2019: 

-Reminded listeners that severe weather can hit at any time. The National Weather Service suggests 
doing things like moving indoors and away from windows when there’s hail and taking shelter 
immediately in a sturdy structure when there’s a tornado. (4:10pm). 

32. Tuesday, June 04, 2019: 

- Since there is warmer weather happening reminded listeners about some boating tips. That included 
reducing speeds and possibly heading to shore when there’s high winds/waves, knowing what to do if 
thunder and lightning happen, etc. (3:10pm). 

33. Wednesday, June 05, 2019: 

-Told listeners that it’s Outdoor Warning Siren Test Day. When sheltering from a tornado top floor and 
exterior rooms don’t protect you. Make sure to go inside and move to basement or interior room with 
no windows. Details on the Channel 977 Twitter page. (3:30pm).

34. Friday, June 07, 2019:

-Reminded listeners that heat related deaths can be prevented. Told them that car temperatures can 
quickly rise. If the outside temperature is 80, it can get up to 99 in ten minutes, 109 in twenty minutes, 
and 114 in thirty minutes. Details at weather.gov/heat or nhtsa.gov. (3:30pm).

35. Monday, June 10, 2019:

- Congratulated Jennifer Nelson who won the 27th Annual Think-Off this past weekend. Told listeners 
they could get more details about the competition at kbrfradio.com (3:10pm).  

36. Tuesday, June 11, 2019: 

- June is National Safety Month. Each week has a topic. The different ones for 2019 are Hazard 
recognition, slips, trips and falls, fatigue and impairment. Told listeners that they could find out more 
information by going to nsc.org (3:40pm). 

37. Wednesday, June 12, 2019: 

- Otter Tail County Solid Waste is offering a one-time free E-waste Collection Event for county residents 
on Saturday, June 15th. It will be from 9a-3p where people can bring up to five e-waste items for free 
disposal. Details on kbrfradio.com (3:30pm). 

38. Thursday, June 13, 2019: 

- Fergus Falls will experience another big road project soon. Construction on Lincoln Ave. from Broadway 
to I-94 Interchange to start in mid-summer. The city says that they will try and keep the road open and 
traffic flowing while work happens. More information at kbrfradio.com (4:10pm). 



39. Monday, June, 17, 2019:

- The National Weather Service has some good camping safety tips with this time of the year. Told 
listeners that other than recommending being weather ready in case of thunder/lightning they suggest 
bringing water to remain hydrated, using sunscreen and more. Check out their website for more 
details/suggestions (3:10pm). 

40. Wednesday, June 19, 2019: 

- Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison, Fergus Falls Mayor Ben Schierer, Otter Tail County Attorney 
Michelle Eldien will hold a community listening session at the Fergus Falls City Hall this Friday from 
3:30pm-5pm. It is free and open to the public. Told listeners to check out more information at 
kbrfradio.com (2:30pm). 

41. Monday, June 24, 2019: 

-Minnesota Attorney General Keith Ellison visited Fergus Falls late Friday afternoon. There were lots of 
topics discussed and debated. Mental health was a main topic. More information found at 
kbrfradio.com (2:40pm). 

42. Tuesday, June 25, 2019: 

- There are a few new laws and the next Minnesota state budget go into effect next Monday. There is a 
new wage law that is said to be the toughest in the country and registration fees for drug makers and 
sellers are going up. Read more at kbrfradio.com (4:10pm). 

43. Wednesday, June 26, 2019: 

- Back in May, a dump truck that malfunctioned bent the traffic light at the intersection of Western and 
Lincoln in Fergus Falls. It is now being temporarily replaced. A permanent pole will be in, in about 36 to 
42 weeks. Told listeners that they could find out more at kbrfradio.com. (3:30pm). 

44. Thursday, June 27, 2019: 

- It’s that time of the year where extreme heat can happen. Reminded listeners of some helpful tips 
when the temperature is very high. They are finding air conditioning, wearing light clothes, checking on 
family members and neighbors, drinking plenty of water, etc. More information at weather.gov/heat. 
(3:30pm). 


