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AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS and HEALTHCARE 

 

 

Flooding sweeps through portions of the News 18 viewing area creating a significant impact on 

Indiana’s crops.  News 18's Dustin Grove examines a new Indiana program that aims to make it 

easier for us to find locally-produced food and other products.  Purdue University is doing 

research on a new Smart Capsule that could help save lives.  A doctor at the West Lafayette VA 

Outpatient Clinic is put on a leave of absence after a complaint of poor care.  Purdue and Wabash 

National Corporation team up to offer online training courses for employees.  Lafayette locks 

down the number two spot on the Forbes list of the Best Small Places for Business and Careers.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 

Governor Mike Pence and Congressman Todd Rokita visited a Jasper County farmer who says 

he's lost 50 percent of his corn crop.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports what's next after flooding 

caused hundreds of millions of dollars in lost crops. 

 

7-2-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

Of course, record rainfall is having more of an impact on the area than just increasing the 

outdoor pests.  It's washed away millions of dollars of revenue for farmers.  It's not just the big 

cash crops of corn and soybeans.  News 18's Cameron Hardin reports that smaller crops and 

smaller farms are also being hit hard. 

 

7-2-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The US economy is showing signs of warming.  The Labor Department says the US added 

223,000 jobs in June.  That's the third straight month of healthy job gains.  The National 

Unemployment rate also fell to five-point-three percent last month. 

 

7-4-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A proposed change to the overtime threshold would affect about 100-thousand Indiana workers. 

However, some small businesses says it would make doing business more costly and fear they 

may have to cut jobs.  On Monday President Obama said he wants to raise the overtime threshold 

so managerial employees earning up to 50-thousand dollars are eligible for overtime pay.  

 

7-6-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

West Lafayette officials say they are laying the groundwork for development in a 980 acre 

technology park around the Purdue airport.  The city council voted to apply to the Indiana 

Economic Development Corporation to be a certified tech park district.  Plans call for the district 

to have both public and private aerospace research facilities. 

 

7-7-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45) 

A new program is underway in Indiana to help bring "home grown" to a whole new level.  As 

News 18's Dustin Grove reports, the program aims to make it easier for us to find locally-

produced food and other products, and grow the local economy, too. 

 

7-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:20) 

Cancer is the number one cause of death by disease in children and after losing two children to 

cancer, a Lafayette family is using their tragedy to give back.  News 18's Samantha Thieke has 

the story. 

 

7-9-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 

Weeks of rain have damaged countless crops in Jasper County.  However, a stretch of warm and 

dry weather last week had farmers optimistic.  But since Tuesday, some areas have experienced 

up to seven more inches of rain.  That's sinking farmers' hopes of a decent yield.  News 18's 

Samantha Thieke joins us with how farmers are trying to recover after devastating crop losses. 

 

 

 



7-12-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45) 

Fair season continues in the viewing area.  Wet ground cancelled the horse contest today at the 

Carroll County fair, but visitors still came out to enjoy the first weekend of the fair including 

News 18 videojournalist Taylor Hardy. 

 

7-15-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Construction of the GE Engine Aircraft Assembly Plant in Lafayette is on schedule despite 

record amounts of rain.  Plant manager Eric Matteson says the exterior was complete before the 

record rainfall over the last five weeks.  As News 18 previously reported, the 115 million dollar 

investment will add about 230 jobs by 20-20. 

 

7-15-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Purdue University is doing research on a new Smart Capsule that could help save lives.  The pill 

shaped capsule is designed to deliver medications directly to the large intestines rather than being 

absorbed by the stomach and small intestine. 

 

7-15-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 5:30) 

A doctor at the West Lafayette VA Outpatient Clinic has been put on a leave of absence after a 

complaint of poor care.  An Iraq veteran says he endured months of excruciating pain due to 

undiagnosed cancer and infection.  News 18's Dan Klein joins us now with more on his story.  

Dan?  Alexander Vancel says he initially avoided the VA because of all the recent bad news 

stories he heard.  But he says he experienced a horror story of his own.  An infection caused by 

cancer that went on so long he may have been hours away from death.  He believes most, if not 

all, could have been avoided if the care had been different in his first visit. 

 

7-16-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Indiana's flood-ravaged grain crops could still produce a modest yield, but the chances for 

recovery are becoming increasingly slim.  That's because more rain is forecast for parts of 

Indiana over the next two weeks.  According to the U-S Department of Agriculture, nearly a 

fourth of the state's corn and soybean crops are rated as poor or very poor. 

 

7-22-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue University is making an effort to expose minority students to a future in agriculture.  The 

Purdue Agribusiness Science Academy, or PASA, holds the two-week camp each summer.  

Campers are mostly from large cities and have very little connection to farming. 

 

7-23-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A three million dollar investment by a local manufacturer will add a second facility and jobs to 

the area.  Today the Lafayette Redevelopment Commission approved two seven year tax 

abatements for LiquidSpring LLC.  The shock absorbing suspension manufacturer is investing in 

a new 35,000 square foot facility.  They will also invest 500-thousand dollars in equipment for 

the new facility. 

 

 

 

 



7-24-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:55) 

Some farmers want to pump the brakes on a federal proposal they say could end up hurting their 

farming communities.  It involves corn, ethanol, and the EPA.  And News 18's Dustin Grove 

reports, the debate is far from over. 

 

7-26-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :55) 

A Lafayette gun range remains closed after a woman committed suicide inside the business 

yesterday. 

 

7-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue is trying to fill more than 70 job openings, as the school gears up for the beginning of the 

fall semester.  The university is holding a fair today for people interested in dining and catering 

jobs.  Attendees are able to meet with hiring supervisors and participate in open interviews, for 

openings in dining court, retail and catering positions. 

 

7-27-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The tavern severely damaged by last month's dump truck crash was demolished today.  Popp-A-

Top Tavern located on 18th and Schuyler may be rebuilt here, but owner Tim Popp says he is 

waiting on Lafayette city engineers to examine the property.  Rebuilding may interfere with 

current zoning codes.  Popp says he was only open for a month before the crash closed his new 

tavern. 

 

7-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Lafayette locks down the number two spot on the Forbes list of the Best Small Places for 

Business and Careers.  It was the only city in Indiana to make the list.  Lafayette was recognized 

for its improved employment and economic outlook.  Large companies in the Greater Lafayette 

area like Subaru of Indiana Automotive and Purdue University helped boost the city up seven 

spots from 2014. 

 

7-30-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue and Wabash National Corporation are teaming up to offer online training courses for 

employees.  The Purdue NExT program and the Lafayette-based business have formed a new 

partnership to offer non-degree, cloud-based courses.  Ananth Iyer, academic director at Purdue 

NExT, says when they started to explore Wabash National's training needs, they came across a 

wide variety for both the company and employees. 

 

7-30-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

According to the Indiana State Department of Health, the number one killer of Hoosiers under 

the age of 45 is traumatic injury.  That includes things like car crashes and falls.  The state health 

department made a stop at the YWCA Greater Lafayette this afternoon as part of a Statewide 

Trauma Tour.  The public was invited to learn simple ways they can stay safe in their daily lives. 

 

7-31-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Governor Mike Pence is asking the US Department of Agriculture to grant a disaster declaration 

for 53 Indiana Counties impacted by excessive rain, including Tippecanoe County. 

 



 

8-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Antique cars, tractors and farm machines brought people out to the Tippecanoe County 

Amphitheater today.  The 35th annual steam and gas power show had something for all ages to 

enjoy.  The event is put on by the Tippecanoe Steam and Gas Car Association to educate 

residents about the heritage of farming. 

 

8-3-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :15) 

The Council also approved a pair of seven year tax abatements for LiquidSpring LLC.  As News 

18 has already reported, the shock- absorbing manufacturer is building a new 35,000 square foot 

facility at a cost of 2-point-5-million dollars.  8 new jobs are promised. 

 

8-11-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Representative Todd Rokita was in Clinton County tonight, talking to farmers about a variety of 

topics including this year's crop loss.   

 

8-12-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:10) 

A crop report expected to be released in minutes will shed light on just how much corn and soy 

bean crops Indiana farmers will produce this year.  News 18s Kelly Roberts has more from the 

Indiana state fair where experts will be talking about that report. 

 

8-12-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A survey names Greater Lafayette a top small market in advanced manufacturing.  Lafayette was 

named the top small market in the Central US region by the New Jersey-based Boyd Company.  

The two- month study compared Lafayette to 39 other small markets around the country. 

 

8-12-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:35) 

Crop experts say today's USDA crop report is better than expected.  Rain did cause about 450 

million dollars in crop damage.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports the numbers fell well short of 

last year. 

 

8-17-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Lafayette's first organic home delivery business dropped off its first order today.  Green Bean 

Delivery donated more than a ton of produce to Food Finders this morning.  The online store lets 

customers select a bin and customize what produce and other groceries they'd like.  Beginning 

Wednesday, Lafayette subscribers will get their first orders. 

 

8-17-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

A new ad campaign for Indiana's "lifeline law" will target college students.  The law provides 

legal protections to minors under the influence of alcohol, who report a medical emergency or a 

crime.  It also allows first-responders to administer treatments like narcan, which counteract the 

effects of a drug overdose. 

 

8-18-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Since issuing Narcan to police officers earlier this summer, the West Lafayette Police 

Department administered its first dose this weekend. 



 

8-19-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

As Purdue students make their way back to town, they'll have some new choices on where to 

dine this semester.   While three new restaurants are still under construction, one of the new 

options is already open for business inside Wang Hall.  News 18 This Morning takes us to 

'Another Broken Egg' -- and gives us a taste of its Southern Style Cookin'!    

 

8-19-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

You may be surprised by what authorities agree is the most common drug in Carroll County.  

Not meth or even prescription drugs, but synthetic marijuana.  It was a part of an open discussion 

at the library.  News 18's Brittany Tyner was there and reports various officials hope education 

can help cut down on the problem. 

 

8-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A new year is underway at Purdue University, which means bars in West Lafayette are getting 

busy.  To prepare, the Campus Community Bar Retail Coalition held its first meeting of the 

school year this afternoon.  Purdue and West Lafayette Police spoke to liquor retailers about their 

game plan to keep students safe. 

 

9-2-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Some might say a 50 pound pumpkin is a giant, but one West Lafayette man has his sights set a 

little higher.  Mike Kornafel has been growing pumpkins for more than a decade but none have 

been as big as this year's.  He has managed to grow an orange pumpkin that weighs 275 pounds, 

and a white pumpkin close to 350, personal records for him. 

 

9-3-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

Federal disaster aid is on its way to eight more Indiana counties including one in our area.  The 

Department of Agriculture approved what's called a secretarial disaster declaration for White 

County and seven others after flooding caused major crop damage earlier this summer.  Fifty-

three other counties have already been approved. 

 

9-10-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

People can now dispose of unused prescription drugs at the Purdue University Pharmacy.  

Prescriptions are collected in what's called the "Yellow Jug."  The jug contains a gel that 

neutralizes pills on contact rendering them useless. 

 

9-10-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10)  

While it may not be fall just yet, farmers are breaking out their harvesting machines a little early 

this year, that means more tractors and combines are starting to show up on the road.  And as 

News 18's Cameron Hardin reports, driver safety is a big emphasis this year. 

 

9-21-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

A 140-million-dollar expansion is coming to Subaru of Indiana Automotive.  It's the third 

investment into the Lafayette facility in as many years.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports, it will 

bring more than 1,000 jobs to the plant. 

 



9-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

Purdue University and Rolls-Royce have announced they're "taking off" on a new partnership, 

which includes the construction of a new 40,000 square foot facility in the Purdue Research Park 

Aerospace District.  News 18's Samantha Thieke joins has more on what the announcement 

means for Purdue. 

 

9-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:35) 

Harvest season has begun around Indiana and some farmers are seeing something new on their 

corn leaves: Black spots.  As News 18's Cameron Hardin reports, it's nothing to worry about, but 

experts are wanting to know where it’s found.    

 

9-24-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

In order to draw more people to Lafayette's downtown, Main Street is getting a major overhaul.  

Lafayette's Streetscape Project has been in the planning stage since 2012.  The project involves 

replacing all the sidewalks along Main Street from Fourth to 11th Street. 

 

9-24-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

Caterpillar announces thousands of job cuts.  But it's unclear what that means for its Lafayette 

plant.  The company announced this morning it could shed up to 10,000 jobs worldwide, as it 

considers factories and manufacturing sites to close through 2018. 

 

9-29-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :35) 

Area junior and senior high school students are getting a look at the possibilities in advanced 

manufacturing.  Nearly 250 students were at the National Guard Armory in Lafayette for a 

Manufacturing Expo.  The expo is part of the first ever Manufacturing Week.  Twenty business 

were on hand today to show some of the interesting things their business does.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CRIME 

 

News 18's Kelly Roberts looks into a rise in heroin and prescription drug abuse.  The man 

accused of attacking a Tippecanoe County Sheriff's deputy and stealing her squad car pleads 

guilty to several charges.  Police and city leaders announce new plans to cut crime and keep 

people safe in Lafayette.  The city of Lafayette sees a bump in the number of violent crimes.  A 

Purdue student that attacked another student on campus pleads guilty.  Lafayette police see 

counterfeit money at several businesses in the area.  In an unusual story, a truck reported missing 

15 years ago is found in the news 18 viewing area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7-1-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :47) 

A former Purdue student accused of attacking another student with a phone cord has pleaded 

guilty to the crime. 22-year old Boda Wu entered a plea of guilty but mentally ill to battery by 

means of a deadly weapon in a Tippecanoe County courtroom this afternoon. 

 

7-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :20) 

The man accused of robbing a Lafayette Village Pantry in late June has been charged. Police say 

21 year old Forrester Marshall pulled a gun on a clerk at the VP on Ninth Street and got away 

with money and cigarettes. Marshall is facing felony charges of possession of a narcotic and 

robbery. 

 

7-2. 8-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:10)  

So far this year, there have been nearly 400 pharmacy robberies across the country. 68 of those 

happened right here in Indiana. News 18's Kelly Roberts reports police say it's due to the rise of 

heroin and prescription drug abuse.  

 

7-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :32) 

A West Lafayette woman has been charged in an attack on a stranger that happened on the fourth 

of July. 47-year old Juliet Whiteley is accused of attacking a man at a home on North 18th Street 

on Saturday night. The victim told Lafayette Police that he was sitting on his patio when 

Whiteley walked up to him, jumped into his lap and began stabbing him with a small knife. The 

victim says he had seen Whiteley several times, but the two had actually never met. Whiteley is 

charged with two felonies - Battery and Criminal Recklessness. 

 

7-10-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 

The number of violent crimes in Lafayette is up 42-percent compared to this time last year. 

The Lafayette Police Department isn't sure why. News 18's Kayla Sullivan talked with LPD's 

crime analyst. 

 

7-12-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

An intruder is recovering from a stab wound inside the Tippecanoe County Jail tonight. Police 

say Deviasure Smith was arrested this evening after a report came in someone had forced 

themselves into someone else's apartment. Lafayette Police say it happened around 4:30 p-m at 

an apartment in Pheasant Run Apartments. A fight was reported and Smith was stabbed by 

someone inside the apartment. Police say when they got to the scene Smith had already left. He 

went to Franciscan Saint Elizabeth East and was treated for non-life threatening injuries. He was 

arrested for residential entry and booked into the Tippecanoe County Jail. 

 

7-13-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :39) 

The Howard County Sheriff's Office is asking for your help solving an 11-year-old cold case. 

Robert "Bobby" Roe was found dead at his home east of Kokomo on Saturday, July 12, 2004. 

This video is from a Public Service Announcement created by Crime Stoppers and a group of 

students at Ball State, to bring renewed attention to the case. Captain Greg Hargrove says 

investigators hope those responsible for the crime told someone and that person will feel 

compelled to come forward. 

 



7-13-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Lafayette police are investigating a stabbing that sent two people to the hospital early this 

morning.  Police say the two people involved are related. The fight happened around 2 am at 

1427 South Street.  Police say one of the men involved was found at the scene with multiple stab 

wounds. The other was located several blocks away also with multiple stab wounds. Both were 

taken to local hospitals.  None of the injuries appear to be life-threatening. 

 

7-13-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

Two Lafayette men face criminal charges after prosecutors say they robbed a man and used a 

stolen card to order a pizza. In April, a robbery was reported in West Lafayette. The victim told 

investigators two men used handguns to steal his wallet and cellphone. Shortly after the robbery, 

credit card records showed that a pizza was delivered to an apartment on Tippecanoe Street.17 

year old Connor Odom admitted he was with 19 year old Terrell Gates when they decided to rob 

the man. He said they used the stolen cards to order the pizza and merchandise online. This 

month investigators spoke with Gates who also admitted they robbed the man. They both face 

several charges including robbery, theft and fraud. 

 

7-22-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :41) 

A Tippecanoe County jury has convicted a man of robbing another man who answered an online 

escort ad. 21-year old Rodney Lloyd was convicted today of Robbery, Confinement and Theft 

for his involvement in the incident last October. Investigators say Lloyd and another man robbed 

the victim after he paid 20 year old Larissa Catron 100 dollars for companionship and she told 

him to leave. When the man questioned why he had to leave. Someone held a gun to his head.  

The others took the man's cash, phone and ransacked his car. Lloyd faces a sentence of three to 

16 years in the department of corrections when he's sentenced on August 21st. Catron has 

already pleaded guilty. 

 

7-25-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A 12-year-old girl in Elkhart is accused of murdering her step-mother and setting her home on 

fire. Police say it happened late Thursday night. They say crews responded to a house fire and 

found 50-year-old Maria Torres dead of stab wounds. Witnesses told police the 12-year-old was 

upset and started a fire in her room then she confronted her step-mother and a fight started. 

Police say the girl stabbed Torres during the fight. Her dad said he tried to control her but got 

stabbed as well. The 12 year old left the house police found her nearby. She is being held in the 

Elkhart County Juvenile Detention Center pending a hearing. 

 

7-29-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:10) 

The man accused of attacking a Tippecanoe County Sheriff's deputy and stealing her squad car 

pleads guilty to several charges. News 18's Brittany Tyner was in court and joins us live at the 

Tippecanoe County Jail with more on the case. 25 year old Marcus Bramlett pleaded guilty to 

five charges today. 

 

7-30-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30)  
A former Lafayette surgeon changes his mind on how he pleaded to his latest charge. And now 

Gregory Konrath is admitting to fleeing the state back in April. News 18's Samantha Thieke 

joins us with what his attorney and a local prosecutor are saying about the case.  Today 49-year-



old Gregory Konrath pleaded guilty to a felony charge of escape, admitting to cutting off his in-

home detention bracelet and fleeing the state back in April. He originally pleaded not guilty to 

the charge. Now the former Lafayette surgeon is facing up to 2 and a half years for the crime. 

 

7-31-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 

Lafayette police say counterfeit money has been found in several businesses in the area. News 

18' Samantha Thieke joins us live with details on the investigation. Money may not grow on 

trees. But Lafayette police say counterfeit cash is a growing problem. Now detectives are asking 

the public to check their wallets as a way to help stop the circulation of the fake money. 

 

8-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :45)  

An estranged husband and wife wound up both getting shot in the face in Fulton County after a 

domestic dispute. Indiana State Police say it happened around 1:20 this morning at a home at 

10561 West Fulton County Road 800 North. Police say when the Fulton County Sheriff's Office 

responded to the scene they found a man, ID'd as Jeffery Greer, shot in the face outside the 

home. Inside the home they found a woman, Melanie Greer, also shot in the face. Both were 

awake and alert. They were flown to a Fort Wayne hospital in critical condition. Police say it 

appears the incident started as a domestic disturbance .and Jeffery Greer shot his estranged wife 

in the face then shot himself. Two young boys were in the home at the time,  they are in the 

custody of the Department of Child Services.The investigation is ongoing. 

 

8-3-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

A Tippecanoe County man faces charges after authorities say he stole from Walmart and then 

tried to hide in the Celery Bog. 45 year old Rusty Taylor faces several felonies including theft 

and carrying a handgun without a license while having a prior felony conviction. Officers were 

called to the West Lafayette Walmart for a report of shoplifting Thursday evening. According to 

court documents, Taylor tried to steal a cart full of items including a pellet gun, a gun scope and 

sunglasses. When an employee tried to take him to the lost prevention office. He took off and hid 

in the Celery Bog. Later that night the woman Taylor was living with reported that her car was 

stolen. Taylor later came out from hiding and tried to get into the vehicle. He faces 6 charges 

including 4 felonies. 

 

8-4-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :46) 

For the last three weeks The Fountain County Sheriff's Office has worked two to three burglaries 

a day.  This weekend officers caught a break in the case. On Friday police arrested 26 year old 

Johnny Roasio and 29 year old Joshua Talarico both of Kingman for auto theft, theft and corrupt 

business influence.  Fountain County Sheriff William Sanders says the suspects were stealing the 

items then selling them. Sanders says things like lawn mowers, equipment trailers, a truck and 

dirt bikes were stolen from homes and businesses. A person not involved in the burglaries 

reported possible stolen items and led police to the home where both suspects live. They were 

questioned at the home. And Sanders says some of the stolen items were visible in plain sight. 

He believes the motive behind this rash of burglaries is drugs. 

 

 

 



8-6-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

A tip from the public leads to the arrest of the man suspected in Tuesday's double homicide in 

Lafayette. Lafayette police arrested and preliminarily charged 19-year-old Jacob Guffey of 

Delphi in connection with the double homicide on Perrine Street in Lafayette Tuesday. But it 

was an arrest for other crimes that led police to the murder suspect. 

 

8-7-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

One man is recovering this morning and another is behind bars after a stabbing outside of a 

Lafayette bar.  Police were called to the Biltmore Tap Room around 12:40 this morning. There, 

they learned a man had been stabbed across the street and was then helped by someone standing 

outside the bar. Police say two men had gotten into an argument that led to the stabbing. 35 year 

old Christopher Fitzsimons was arrested for intimidation with a deadly weapon. This is actually a 

prior booking photo for Fitzsimons from a public intoxication arrest in January. We do know the 

victim was taken to the hospital with non- life threatening injuries. 

 

8-14-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

25 year old Rachel Hickman of rural White County.one of the women responsible for snatching 

8 purses at various Lafayette stores has been sentenced to 6 years. Hickman pleaded guilty last 

month to five counts of theft. According to court documents. she and another woman stole 8 

purses at various retail stores in Lafayette including the Walmart’s on State Road 26 and 

Veterans Memorial Parkway. The Pay Less grocery stores off State Road 38 and Beck Lane. 

And Meijer on 26. Prosecutors say just say value of the stolen cash was more than 12 hundred 

dollars. Court documents say Hickman would drive the other woman to the stores so she could 

take the purses while people were not paying attention. They would then use the cash to buy 

heroin. 

 

8-17-18 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A Lafayette man pleads guilty to attempted murder. After a shooting at a gas station in February. 

25 year old Sidney Greenleaf also pleaded guilty to unlawful use of a firearm. As part of the 

deal, five other counts were dismissed. Greenleaf is accused of shooting a man on February 2nd 

at the Marathon Quick Pantry at the intersection of 9th and Ferry Streets in Lafayette. Police say 

the victim.,Aarron Vance, was shot multiple times outside in the snow. But survived Police say 

the entire incident was caught on surveillance camera. Greenleaf faces up to 60 years behind bars 

when he's sentenced on October 9th. 

 

8-18-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :37) 

Lafayette police are investigating after a Craigslist transaction ends in a reported armed robbery 

on the city's east side.   At about 8:30 last night, officers received a call from a man who says he 

was robbed at gunpoint by two men at Cambridge Estates apartments on State Road 38. The 

victim told police he was meeting potential buyers from Craigslist when he was robbed. Police 

say the two men fled toward Country Charm Apartments.  Both are described as teenage males. 

One is believed to be armed with a gun. At this time no arrests have been made. If you have any 

information you’re asked to call LPD Or the anonymous WE-TIP hotline at 800-78-CRIME. 

 

 

 



8-20-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35)  

Lafayette police are looking for a group of men they say were involved in a shooting near the 

Marathon gas station downtown. Just after 11 last night, police were called to the Marathon at 

the corner of Ninth and Ferry Streets for several reports of shots fired. Police say there was a 

verbal exchange in the parking lot   between a group of men on foot and two people inside a 

truck.  After the men left, the truck's driver told police he followed them and was then shot at. 

Lieutenant Perry Amos says they are now trying to locate the alleged group of shooters. 

 

9-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

A jury trial is canceled after a man pleads guilty for his role in two armed robberies in Lafayette. 

Jacob Lumbley pleaded guilty to several charges including robbery while armed with a deadly 

weapon and criminal confinement while armed with a deadly weapon. The robberies happened 

last November at the Speedway gas station on Elmwood Avenue and the Village Pantry at 6th 

and Union. According to prosecutors Lumbley, along with one other person, pulled out a 

handgun at Speedway and got away with money, cigarettes, and the clerk's cell phone. At the VP 

robbery he and two other people, along with a lookout, used a shotgun to take money and 

cigarettes. His sentencing is set for October 26th. 

 

9-2-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

A person is recovering after a stabbing at Claystone Apartments in Lafayette. It happened 

yesterday afternoon just before three o'clock. Lafayette police say 19-year-old Jaaleya Milsap 

was taken into custody after they located a victim who was suffering from a stab wound. 

According to police the victim was taken to a local hospital with non-life threatening injuries. 

Police say the victim and Milsap were known to each other. Milsap was booked into the 

Tippecanoe County Jail and faces a preliminary charge of battery with a deadly weapon. 

 

9-2-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :47) 

A Lafayette man has been formally charged following an armed robbery at a fast food restaurant 

over the weekend. 30-year-old Mitchell Fulton is charged with theft and robbery committed 

while armed with a deadly weapon. Lafayette police responded to an armed robbery at the 

Burger King restaurant on State Road 26 East on Saturday. The closing manager told police she 

was robbed at gunpoint as she was leaving the store with the night deposit. Although the man 

had a bandana covering the lower part of his face the manager was able to identify him as Fulton. 

The manager told police Fulton was a former employee who lived in the Village Square 

apartment complex. That's where officers located Fulton and the money from the bank deposit. 

He is being held at the Tippecanoe County Jail. 

 

9-2-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A Fountain County gas station robbery lands a Terre Haute man in police custody. It happened 

around 7 this morning at the Valero gas station in Covington. Police say 24- year- old John 

Gonzalez went into the gas station and asked for money.  He told the clerk he had a knife but he 

never actually pulled out a weapon.  

 

 

 

 



9-8-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :39) 

Two of the three people accused in the attack and robbery of a Frankfort taxi driver are being 

sentenced in the Clinton County Courthouse today. Nellie King, Brenda Garcia and Andres 

Bautista all pleaded guilty to their own parts in the attack that sent 73-year old Frank Hornsby to 

an Indianapolis hospital. The three are accused of getting into Hornsby's taxi, demanding money 

and beating him last year.  

 

9-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A truck reported stolen 15 years ago in Illinois, found in Lake Shafer.  This morning a crane 

from Twin Lakes Enterprises, a company that installs boat docks and piers, hooked a door off a 

vehicle. Crews used sonar to determine there was a truck in the water. According to White 

County Sheriff Pat Shafer dive teams were brought in to help get the truck out. Investigators say 

the truck was reported stolen in 2000 near Wood Dale, Illinois about an hour outside of Chicago. 

Shafer says the truck had extensive damage and was likely in the lake for a long time. 

 

9-9-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :42) 

Good afternoon and thanks for joining us. I’m Dustin Grove. Our top story this midday. Three 

people are in custody after the West Lafayette CVS was robbed early this morning. West 

Lafayette police were called to CVS at about 7 o'clock this morning after a male walked in and 

demanded narcotics from the pharmacy.  

 

9-18-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:23) 

A Jasper County man is accused of human trafficking and other related charges involving two 

teen-age girls while on vacation in Florida. News 18's Kayla Sullivan is live at the Jasper County 

Jail where he is being held. 58-year-old Michael Luck was arrested by Remington police on 

Tuesday and faces a possible extradition to Florida. Michael Luck admitted in a recorded 

statement to police back in April that during his stay in Orlando Florida he contacted two girls 

after seeing their advertisement online. He claims he did not know they were 15 and 16 years old 

at the time.  

  

9-18-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

One of the three people accused of robbing a man who answered an online escort ad has been 

sentenced for her part in the crime. 20- year- old Larissa Catron pleaded guilty in June to 

Robbery with a deadly weapon. According to court documents in October a Purdue grad student 

met up with a woman who placed an escort ad online. But after paying her 100 dollars for 

companionship another man held a gun to his head while others robbed him. They also 

threatened to have him arrested for soliciting prostitution. Thursday Catron was sentenced to 

seven years, with four executed in the Department of Corrections. The remaining three years will 

be served on probation. 

 

9-19-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 

After complaints of increased violence in the greater Lafayette area. Some people have taken 

matters into their own hands. 'Refuse to be a Victim' is crime prevention course at Applied 

Ballistics in Lafayette.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan spoke with students and the instructor about 

how the community can stop violence 

 



9-20-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

Police are investigating multiple reports of shots fired in a Lafayette neighborhood. It happened 

just before 1:15 this morning in the 18 hundred block of Windemere Drive. Officers found the 

back door of a residence had been shot out and a round had entered the home. A woman and her 

grandchild were inside at the time of the gunfire but were not hit. Officers spoke to several 

witnesses and residents. And no injuries or other damage was reported in the area.  It is believed 

the person or persons who fired the weapon fled the scene after the incident. As News 18 

previously reported earlier this month a woman was shot in a residence about a block away from 

the latest incident. Police are still investigating and ask anyone with information to contact the 

Lafayette Police Department or call the We-Tip Hotline at 1-800-78-Crime. 

 

9-21-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:02) 

Lafayette police were called to three separate incidents in one neighborhood in less than 24 

hours. It all happened on Windemere Drive.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan is live on the city's east 

side with response from people who live there. Yes, people living here in Briarwood apartments 

say they're shocked and scared to hear about the recent violent crime in their neighborhood. It all 

started a few weeks ago when a woman was shot in an apartment on the 1800 block of 

Windemere Drive.  

 

9-24-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

Two people are behind bars this morning after Lafayette police respond to a robbery at the Deal 

Zone on Creasy Lane. Police say it happened at about 3:20 yesterday afternoon when two people 

were caught stealing at the store. They say a witness confronted the two and was stabbed but 

treated by emergency responders at the scene. The two people got away, but were later stopped 

near McCarty and Creasy Lane. Police arrested Amanda Melville and Thomas Woods.  

They found stolen merchandise, drug paraphernalia and knives inside the vehicle.    

 

9-24-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :41) 

Police and city leaders will announce new plans to cut crime and keep people safe in Lafayette. 

A news conference is scheduled for 2 o'clock to discuss what city officials are calling 'a variety 

of new initiatives developed to take a proactive approach to keeping the community safe. As we 

reported over the weekend police were called to Windemere Drive three times in less than 24 

hours for shots fired, a fight, and a stabbing. Neighbors told News-18 they'd like to see a stepped 

up presence in the area. Again - that news conference is scheduled for 2 o'clock and you can 

watch it live.  

 

9-25-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :45) 

Lafayette Police and city officials are asking for the community's support in the ongoing battle 

against crime. That's part of several of new initiatives the city announced all aimed at improving 

public safety. LPD is adding five officers and one dispatcher that will be dedicated to the drug 

task force and the street crimes unit. That's because both police and city leaders agreed that the 

majority of violent crimes in the area are driven by drugs. Another program will allow every 

officer living within city limits to take their squad car home. The goal is to increase officer 

interaction in the community. But officials say it's important for neighbors to help fight crime by 

educating themselves about crime and when to report it. 

 



9-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

Purdue Police are investigating another sexual assault on campus. News 18's Kayla Sullivan has 

the latest information from police and reaction from students Police say they have identified a 

suspect in last night's sexual assault report. They say they will send the information to the 

Tippecanoe County prosecutor for review when the investigation is completed. The alleged 

sexual assault happened in the 600 block of North University Street around 3 this morning. 

Purdue sent out an emergency alert around 4 telling students to avoid the area. Students we 

talked to had mixed responses.  Some say they were surprised to hear of another sexual assault. 

Others say it's starting to be expected on campus. 

 

9-25-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00) 

Two men are arrested after police say they robbed a Miami County assisted living facility and 

got away with more than 600 pills. 23- year- old Caleb Sullivan of Lafayette and 24 year-old 

Wallace Taylor of Peru were arrested on several charges including robbery and burglary while 

armed with a deadly weapon.  According to state police early Thursday morning a man wearing 

a ski mask went into the Caring Hands Assisted Living Facility in Bunker Hill. He reportedly 

had a gun ordered a nurse to unlock a narcotics cabinet and made away with 642 pills. 

The investigation led officers to Taylor's home where they found the getaway van a BB handgun 

and marijuana. Officers also found evidence behind a building in Peru that had been set on fire. 

Sullivan had worked as a nurse at Caring Hands but was fired in July. Investigators believe he 

was the masked man and Taylor drove the getaway van. Police believe the men sold most of the 

pills before they arrived. 

 

9-25-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

A Lafayette man is charged after prosecutors say he tried to attack another man with a knife. 26- 

year- old John Powell has been charged with intimidation, battery and resisting law enforcement. 

According to court documents, Powell threatened to kill the other man while he was in bed. The 

two men struggled and the victim was cut on his hand. When police arrived the man was holding 

Powell down on the bed. 

 

9-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :29) 

A man was shot outside of a Lafayette bar early this morning.  Around 3 am Lafayette police 

responded to a report of a shooting and large altercation outside the Hideaway Bar and Grill. One 

man was shot in the leg during the altercation.  He was taken to the hospital with non-life 

threatening injuries. No arrests have been made and police are still investigating. Anyone with 

information is asked to call Lafayette police or the We-Tip Hotline at 800-782-7463.  

 

9-28-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :29) 

Police say they've yet to find the person who shot a man outside a Lafayette bar over the 

weekend. On Sunday police were called to the Hideaway Bar and Grill after a man was shot in 

the leg. The violence has management of nearby Beny's Auto Sales stepping up security. 

Manager Jose Munoz says he installed security cameras yesterday. He says crime in the area is 

getting worse. Four months ago one of his cars were stolen and later found in Gary, Indiana. He's 

concerned about what the crime may do to business. 

 

 



9-28-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A man is sentenced to nearly 30 years in prison after three Village Pantry robberies in Lafayette. 

Robert Thigpen was sentenced to 27 years behind bars and 5 years’ probation after pleading 

guilty last month to three counts of 'robbery committed while armed with a deadly weapon. 

According to court documents he admitted to robbing the Village Pantry on South 9th Street in 

November, the VP on Union Street in late September, as well as the VP on the corner of 

According to court documents, Powell threatened to kill the other man while he was in bed. The 

two men struggled and the victim was cut on his hand. When police arrived the man was holding 

Powell down on the bed. 

 

9-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :29) 

A man was shot outside of a Lafayette bar early this morning.  Around 3 am Lafayette police 

responded to a report of a shooting and large altercation outside the Hideaway Bar and Grill. One 

man was shot in the leg during the altercation.  He was taken to the hospital with non-life 

threatening injuries. No arrests have been made and police are still investigating. Anyone with 

information is asked to call Lafayette police or the We-Tip Hotline at 800-782-7463.  

 

9-28-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :29) 

Police say they've yet to find the person who shot a man outside a Lafayette bar over the 

weekend. On Sunday police were called to the Hideaway Bar and Grill after a man was shot in 

the leg. The violence has management of nearby Beny's Auto Sales stepping up security. 

Manager Jose Munoz says he installed security cameras yesterday. He says crime in the area is 

getting worse. Four months ago one of his cars were stolen and later found in Gary, Indiana. He's 

concerned about what the crime may do to business. 

 

9-28-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A man is sentenced to nearly 30 years in prison after three Village Pantry robberies in Lafayette. 

Robert Thigpen was sentenced to 27 years behind bars and 5 years’ probation after pleading 

guilty last month to three counts of 'robbery committed while armed with a deadly weapon. 

According to court documents he admitted to robbing the Village Pantry on South 9th Street in 

November, the VP on Union Street in late September, as well as the VP on the corner of 14th 

and Salem Streets in October. Prosecutors say in every case Thigpen used a handgun to demand 

money and cigarettes. 

 

9-29-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :22) 

Lafayette police are searching for suspects after a robbery at a Village Pantry. It happened at the 

corner of 18th Street and Brady Lane around 12:45.  Police say a man wearing all dark clothing 

walked in with a weapon and demanded cash.  The man took off with the money. Police say 

nobody was hurt.  If you have any information, call police at 807-1200 or the anonymous WeTip 

Hotline at 1-800-78 Crime. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIVERSITY 

 

 

Renovations start at the YWCA in the third quarter.  Food Finders continues its summer 

assistance program.  The Art League celebrates 50 years of supporting the arts in Tippecanoe 

County.  For the second year in a row, a blood drive hosted by the Sheffield Volunteer Fire 

Department gave back in honor of a special nine-year-old.  Organizers for the Hunger Hike set a 

goal to raise $100,000 at this year’s event.  Wabash National donates $150,000 to the United 

Way of Greater Lafayette.  The Lafayette Fire Department hit the roads to raise money for the 

Muscular Dystrophy Association. 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7-8-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

Renovations start this morning for the YWCA's domestic violence shelter.  Dozens came out for 

a groundbreaking ceremony at the old Oppenheimer House.  Each year, the YWCA brings in 

more than 250 victims of domestic violence. 

 

7-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

For the sixth year in a row, Food Finders Food Bank is feeding children through their Summer 

Food Service Program.  Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski and West Lafayette Mayor John 

Dennis were on hand for Lunch with the Mayors.  Food Finders received donations from 

ConAgra Foods Foundation's Hunger-Free Summer grant. 

 

7-14-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

Three local charities get a boost from Riley Hospital for Children today.  CASA for Kids, the 

YWCA and the Boys and Girls Club of White County all received checks from Riley Children's 

Foundation.  The YWCA's money will go toward the expansion of an aquatics program for 

special needs children. 

 

7-21-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

Kids from the Boys and Girls Club of Lafayette are taking a field trip to learn about fire safety.  

The Wabash Township Volunteer Fire Department hosted about ten kids at their station.  They 

learned how to escape during a house fire and calling nine-one-one. 

 

7-28-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

About 30 area boys and girls are getting an up-close look this week at what it's like to serve and 

protect.  The Lafayette Police Department is hosting its second annual junior police academy for 

kids ages 12 to 14.  Each day, students learn about all different aspects of law enforcement 

including Crime Scene Investigations, the K9 Unit, and the SWAT team. 

 

8-10-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 

It's back to school week for students all over the Greater Lafayette area.  And one downtown 

church organized a special send-off for them this weekend.  Boys and girls could grab some food 

as well as some back to school essentials thanks to organizers at the Trinity United Methodist 

Church. 

 

8-15-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:40) 

The Hanna Center helps both seniors and children in the Lafayette community.  Today, the 

center hosted their annual fundraiser, Hanna Fest.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports the center 

partnered with co- founders of Mosey Down Main Street to increase attendance this year. 

 

8-20-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The Lafayette YWCA reflected on a busy year at its annual meeting this afternoon.  The meeting 

highlighted the accomplishments of 2014.  The total revenue for 2014 was about two-point-five 

million dollars. 

 

 

 



8-22-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

For the second year in a row, a blood drive hosted by the Sheffield Volunteer Fire Department 

gave back in honor of a special nine-year-old.  However, the drive had a low turnout compared 

to last year.  The blood drive is held in honor of Nine year old Kennedy, who went in for her 

fourth open heart surgery this summer.  During her surgeries she relied on blood donations. 

 

8-27-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A new program established by the state legislature is designed to keep Indiana residents healthy.  

The Healthy Hoosier Foundation is a new non-profit group that will raise money to improve the 

health of Indiana citizens.  While all health related issues are potential parts of the Foundation, 

the group says its initial targets are infant mortality, nutrition and physical activity and smoking.   

 

8-31-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The Lafayette Fire Department will be out on the roads this weekend to raise money.  Firefighers 

will be out Friday, Saturday and Sunday for this year's Fill the Boot Campaign.  The event 

collects donations for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. 

 

9-4-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Purdue University is kicking off its United Way Campaign next week.  From September 10th to 

November 10th, students and other members of the Purdue community will be out collecting 

donations.  Purdue will also have contests to see which groups can raise the most money. 

 

9-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The United Way of Greater Lafayette is kicking off its annual campaign.  The organization is 

hoping to raise five million dollars over the next two months.  The money helps fund 22 non 

profit agencies in the area, including Food Finders Food Bank, the Salvation Army and the Boys 

and Girls Club. 

 

9-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Changes are coming to this year's Hunger Hike. The event will take place next weekend with a 

5- K next Saturday and a 3- K next Sunday.  Due to construction on the pedestrian bridge, the 3- 

K route has changed this year.  Organizers are hoping to raise $100,000.  The money will go to 

Food Finders to help stock food pantries around the area.  

 

9-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

The Art League, which is part of the Art Museum of Greater Lafayette, is celebrating 50 years of 

supporting the arts in Tippecanoe County. To honor its 50th anniversary, the league announced 

they are commissioning a new mural at the newly renovated YWCA domestic violence shelter.  

The 48-foot mural of flowers and vines will line the staircase leading to the second floor.  This 

project is part of the the art league's community outreach program and paid for by funds through 

the Community Foundation of Greater Lafayette.  

 

 

 

 

 



9-20-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 

Hundreds of people gathered at Riehle Plaza today for the annual Hunger Hike Fundraiser.  

Yesterday was the 5K run and today was the 3K walk.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports while 

the event is about awareness and fun, it's purpose is to feed the hungry. 

 

9-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Wabash National hands over a check for $150,000 to the United Way of Greater Lafayette.  It 

was all thanks to a company golf outing that raised $360,000 for 15 community nonprofits.  

Those include other United Way locations where Wabash National operates and local 

organizations like Food Finders Food Bank and YWCA of Greater Lafayette. 

 

9-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The 2015 Hunger Hike numbers are in.  And it's less than what organizers had hoped.  So far, the 

event has raised 83,000 of its 100 thousand dollar goal.  Organizers are asking participants to 

reach out to their friends and families for more donations.  All proceeds support the Lafayette 

Urban Ministry, Food Finders Food Bank and the St. Thomas Aquinas Center's Haitan ministry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION 

 

As teachers retire, News 18 looks into the difficulties school districts face when it comes to 

adding staff to local schools.  Indiana now ranks 25th for education, up one spot from 2014 and 

its best ranking to date.  During the summer, more than 500 teachers learn more about e-learning 

technology. A month after reopening an elementary school to deal with increasing kindergarten 

enrollment, Lafayette school officials make plans for when those kids hit intermediate schools.       

The Tippecanoe School Corporation is giving approximately 16 hundred student’s chrome books 

this fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7-2-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 

Purdue University is known for providing a world-class college education in the STEM 

disciplines of science, technology, engineering and mathematics. But it's now looking to do the 

same in the high school arena. And while university leaders are looking to start with a charter 

high school in Indianapolis, they hope that's just the beginning. 

 

7-8-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Tippecanoe School officials are scrambling as they found out this week that they may need to 

find new assessment tests for their students. And perhaps money to pay for them.  The 

knowledge comes with just over a month to the first day of school. Assistant Superintendent 

Christy Fraley says while she was told in late May that the tests the district has used since 2008 

to monitor progress in kids in grades K- through 8 would no longer be provided for free by the 

state there would be grant money available. But this week, she was told by the Department of 

Education the grant will only cover grades 3- through 8.Plus she still doesn't even know if TSC 

will get the grant and she still doesn't know when she'll get answers. 

 

7-12-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

The number of first-time teacher licenses being issue by the Indiana Department of Education 

has dropped by 63 percent in recent years.   The DOE reports the state issued more than 16,500 

licenses to first-time teachers in the 2009-2010 school year.  That number dropped to about 

61hundred for the 2013-14 school year. The dwindling pool of educators is raising alarm in some 

school districts as they struggle to fill open positions, especially in math, science and foreign 

languages.  School leaders say state funding constraints, testing pressures and a blame-the-

teachers mentality have steered people away from education as a career. Many education 

programs have seen their enrollments drop in recent years.  Enrollment in Ball State University's 

elementary and kindergarten teacher-preparation programs has fallen 45 percent in the last 

decade. 

 

7-13-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

The Lafayette School Board is requesting that the State Board of Education not assign a letter 

grade to schools this year. As News 18 has already reported the State Board is asking for input 

on which one of 12 options related to grading schools it should use in the first year after Indiana 

pulled out of Common Core.  As the TSC school board voted last week the LSC board voted to 

recommend option 1- which would assign no letter grade this year and carry over last year's 

grade. Superintendent Les Huddle says it will be very difficult to compare last year's formula 

with a new one. 

 

7-21-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

Indiana now ranks 25th for education, up one spot from 2014 and its best ranking to date. The 

state also is seeing an uptick in the math performance of all students. The gap in performance 

between white and Hispanic students is shrinking the fastest. 

 

 

 

 

 



7-22-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :22) 

One of the schools participating in Kindergarten Countdown is Glen Acres Elementary School. 

Last year the school saw a 26 percent increase in number of students who had the skills need to 

start kindergarten. 

 

7-27-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :24) 

This is your last week to donate to the Salvations Army's annual Tools for School drive. Every 

year it provides thousands of school supplies to kids who need them. You can drop off supplies 

at any area Subway, Regions Bank or Payless Super Market and the Salvation Army. 

Distribution day will be August 8th from 9 am until noon at the Lafayette Adult Resource 

Academy. That's across the street from the Salvation Army. 

 

7-28-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :28) 

More than 500 teachers from around the area are back in school today to learn more about 

technology. They're spending the next two days at Jefferson High School for the E-learning 

conference. It's one of about two dozen conferences held across the state thanks in part to a grant 

from the Indiana Department of Education. State superintendent Glenda Ritz was one of the first 

speakers to welcome teachers this morning. She says these events help teachers integrate 

emerging technology into the classroom. 

 

7-28-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 37) 

Cumberland Elementary is helping low-income families get ready for the school year. 

Cumberland teachers will be going to two apartment complexes on Thursday to drop off free 

school supplies.  It's the second year for the "Gearing Up for Success" program, which is 

designed to foster lasting relationships between home and school. West Lafayette Community 

Schools and Riley Hospital for Children gave the elementary school enough money to give away 

school supplies for 175 children this year .They gave supplies to 42 students last year. Gearing 

up for Success Leader Sara Delaney says the program is working well. 

 

8-3-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :36)  

The Tippecanoe School Corporation is giving approximately 16 hundred student’s chromebooks 

this fall. The chromebooks will go to Wainwright and East Tipp middle schools as well as all 

high school freshmen. The TSC hopes to include all of its middle schools if this one-to-one pilot 

program goes well. Chromebooks will allow students to use google applications and explore the 

internet in class and at home. Wainwright Principal Neil McCutcheon says the days of "my dog 

ate my homework" are over. 

 

8-5-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Parents and students will have to wait for this year's I- STEP results. Officials say they're being 

delayed by more than a month.  Today the president of CTB McGraw- Hill Education told the 

State Board of Education that changes made to the standardized test have pushed back its 

grading work. That means the results likely will not be available until mid-December. Earlier this 

year the test was shortened after it was announced it would nearly double in length when it was 

redesigned to align with new state education standards. 

 

 



 

8-7-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

News 18 has learned that the Tippecanoe School Corporation is the target of a federal lawsuit 

filed by the victim in Jakob Robinson's case. District Communications Coordinator Sue Scott 

tells News 18 that the district is aware that a lawsuit has been filed. District attorneys are in the 

process of reviewing the allegations. But at this time because it is a pending lawsuit they are not 

making further comment.  

 

8-10-15 (During the 11 o’clock Broadcast, Duration :30) 

Lafayette school officials say they are breathing a big sigh of relief as Oakland Elementary 

school prepares to open, just in time for LSC's first day of school tomorrow. As News 18 has 

reported on for more than a year with historically large kindergarten classes the last couple years, 

there's been a looming overcrowding issue on the south side. Superintendent Les Huddle says 

some elementaries had been operating at up to 110- percent capacity. The biggest solution to that 

puzzle is reopening the Oakland building as an elementary school.  

 

8-11-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette city leaders celebrated a $50,000 award tonight. But they have their eyes on 3 million 

dollars more. As News 18 has already reported this spring, the city was announced as one of 50 

finalists in the America's Best Communities competition. Along with a 15 thousand dollar match 

from an anonymous donor, the money will be used to research programming for Intersection 

Connection. A joint project between a few groups including the YMCA and Ivy Tech. Project 

coordinators say they will be designing a research project to ask kids as young as 4 what they 

would like to see as part of it. 

 

8-12-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00) 

It was a time for celebration as retiring West Lafayette teachers and staff members were 

recognized tonight. But as they leave, Superintendent Rocky Killion says it's becoming 

increasingly difficult to bring new teachers in.  10 teachers and staff members retired from the 

district this spring. Rocky Killion says it was a struggle filling those positions. In fact he says 

one position didn't get filled until the day before school started. As News 18 reported last month 

the number of first time teacher licenses dropped by more than 60- percent in recent years. 

Killion says he can see those effects in the district. He says 2 years ago they had anywhere from 

20 to 40 student teacher placement requests. He says last year they had one. When it comes to 

teachers leaving he says over the past five years they've lost more than a thousand years of 

teaching experience. And he attributes much of it to the legislative reforms in public education. 

 

8-13-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 

Meanwhile, administrators and school board members in the Tippecanoe School Corporation are 

expressing some frustration with further delays in the release of I-STEP results. Superintendent 

Scott Hanback said that the results may not be known until January almost a calendar year after 

the test was taken , something board President Randy Bond called a joke. It also means further 

delays for teachers to get their merit- based pay raises. 

 



 

 

8-13-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :38)  

Students and staff returning to Southwestern Middle School for the start of a new year are 

dealing with an unexpected bump in the road, no fresh water. The building was severely 

damaged by a tornado in November 2013 and as part of the renovations, the Tippecanoe School 

Corporation made modifications to the plumbing. The water must pass a series of tests before it 

can be consumed and TSC tells us one recent sample failed. The corporation is testing and 

flushing the lines until all samples to come back clear. Hand sanitizing stations are also available 

throughout the building. 

 

8-14-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Purdue University has announced a new way to possibly help students pay for higher education. 

The Purdue Research Foundation has launched a search to find a partner firm to establish income 

share agreement or ISA funds. The agreements would give students the option to have their 

education costs paid for by investors in exchange for agreeing to pay a percentage of their future 

income for a set period of time. As opposed to interest with a loan payments would adjust to the 

graduate's income. President Mitch Daniels says it may not be for everybody, but it could be 

worth it for some. 

 

8-19-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

You may be surprised by what authorities agree is the most common drug in Carroll County. Not 

meth or even prescription drugs but synthetic marijuana. 

It was a part of an open discussion at the library. A panel of experts including law enforcement 

and the prosecutor led the discussion. They were there to answer questions about drugs and drug 

use in the county. Also there were two parents who hope by sharing their own story they will 

prevent more people from overdosing. 

 

8-24-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette school corporation officials say another large kindergarten class has started school but 

for the first time in several years they are prepared for it. As News 18 has already reported  

Oakland Elementary School reopened this fall easing the overcrowding burden at several of the 

other schools on the south side that were at more than 100 percent capacity. Superintendent Les 

Huddle says ideal capacity is about 85 to 88 percent. He says with Oakland having 242 students 

enrolled today Glen Acres is now the only one with greater than 90 percent capacity. 

 

8-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :37) 

High tech tardies are helping decrease the number of late students at Jefferson High SchoolThe 

new laser system gives teachers a break and allow administration to track tardies instead. 

Students who are late get locked out of the classroom and forced to report to the tardy check in 

area. The device scans student ID's and prints a ticket into class. The time and date of the tardy is 

saved into the system as well as the student's consequence. The first two tardies are warnings, 

next two are lunch detention and the consequences get more serious from there. Principal Mark 

Preston says the new system is making a significant impact on getting kids to class on time. 

 

 



8-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :31) 

Purdue University is offering a free online class for high school students. Registration is 

available for the Purdue Department of Computer Science's placement course. The 8 month 

program teaches students about various computer science topics. This is the second year the 

department has offered the course. Last year nearly two hundred high school students took part 

in the online program. K through 12 Outreach Coordinator Phil Sands says it's a great way for 

students to get an idea of a typical college course. 

 

8-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :37) 

According to the Indiana Youth Institute. Suicide is the second leading cause of death for 

Hoosiers between the ages of 15 and 24. To combat the problem the Institute is teaching youth 

instructors to see the warning signs of suicidal behavior. A suicide prevention workshop was 

held at the Bauer Community Center in Lafayette this afternoon. Guests included school 

counselors, social workers and mental health professionals. Representatives from the Lafayette 

Crisis Center gave a presentation on how they handle callers thinking about suicide. Crisis 

Center Co-Director Carol Crochet says when talking about suicide a direct approach is 

sometimes the best. 

 

8-30-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

A West Lafayette eighth grader wanted to learn more about coding but couldn't find any local 

resources to help. So she created her own coding club. News 18's Samantha Thieke has the story. 

 

9-9-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The Tippecanoe School Corporation continues to grow which means a new school could be 

needed. The TSC school board heard the results of an enrollment forecast today in a work 

session. Consultants believe that the greatest growth will be in the northwestern portion of the 

district near Klondike and Burnett Creek elementary schools and Harrison High School. 

Enrollment for much of the southern area served by McCutcheon is expected to remain flat 

which is the opposite of longer term historical trends. With several schools at or near optimum 

capacity administrators say expansions or even a new school is conceivable. 

 

9-10-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :57) 

It's dangerous and illegal. But that hasn't stopped some drivers from breaking a law that puts 

children’s lives at risk. News 18's Samantha Thieke joins us with how local schools are dealing 

with school bus stop arm violations. Disregarding a school bus stop arm is a crime that can lead 

to a fine from 150 to 10 thousand dollars. It can also have tragic consequences for the children 

getting on and off the bus. Even though the penalty outweighs the risk of the stop arm violation, 

local schools say it's a recurring problem. Data provided by the Lafayette School Corporation 

shows there were 58 reported stop arm violations one day last spring. LSC transportation director 

Jim Scroggin says drivers should begin to stop as soon as the buses amber lights begin to flash. 

And should be completely stopped by the time the stop arm is extended. Scroggin says while a 

school bus may delay your drive a few minutes, it's worth the wait.  

 

 

 



9-12-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

State schools Chief Glenda Ritz met with members of a panel Friday to investigate why a 

declining number of people are becoming teachers in Indiana. Her co-chair for the 49-member 

commission is Dr. Maryann Santos de Barona, dean of Purdue's College of Education. The panel 

is made up of educators and lawmakers, including Republican state Representative Randy Truitt 

of West Lafayette.  Ritz says there has been an 18 percent drop in the number of initial teacher 

licenses issued in Indiana over the past five years. 

 

9-12-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

Democratic candidate for Governor, John Gregg visited West Lafayette today. He met with the 

American Federation of Teachers at Four Points Sheraton hotel to talk about education. The 

public school teacher organization talked with Gregg about his thoughts and stances on current 

public education issues. Gregg says education is the most important part that the state deals with 

because it's so closely tied to jobs. He hopes after today's meeting the organization will endorse 

him as a candidate for Governor in next year's election. He believes his background as the 

president of Vincennes University will help him improve Indiana's education system if elected. 

When asked specifically how he would change the education system, he says he wants to take a 

hard look at how to make kindergarten and pre-K more accessible to Hoosiers 

 

9-14-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

US Secretary of Education Arne Duncan is coming to Purdue this week.  Duncan will be on 

campus Wednesday and will speak at Loeb Playhouse. The visit is part of his annual back to 

school bus tour. The tour includes stops in Indianapolis, Pittsburgh and Kansas City. Duncan's 

talk will focus on the challenges in K through 12 and higher education. Purdue President Mitch 

Daniel says he's excited that Purdue will welcome its second U- S cabinet secretary in the last 10 

months. 

 

9.-14-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A month after reopening an elementary school to deal with increasing kindergarten enrollment, 

Lafayette school officials are now making plans for when those kids hit intermediate schools. 

The Lafayette School Board approved a pair of architect agreements this evening. One will be 

looking at Sunnyside. Tecumseh and Lafayette Jeff to prepare for those kids as they age. The 

larger classes begin with kids who are currently in 3rd grade. It may mean as many as 10 to 14 

new classrooms at Sunnyside which houses all 5th and 6th graders. 

 

9-17-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :55) 

The state's pending teacher shortage will be the focus of a discussion during a forum tonight held 

by the Indiana Coalition for Public Education. News 18's Brittany Tyner will be at the event and 

joins us now live with a look at what to expect. The number of licenses issued for first- time 

Indiana teachers has declined. Superintendents say it's getting harder and harder to find 

applicants. It's all part of the looming teacher shortage. A panel made up of education 

professionals including teachers, professors and former Lafayette School Corporation 

Superintendent Ed Eiler will be on hand. Also State Schools Superintendent Glenda Ritz will be 

there. Ritz has said there's been an 18 percent drop in the number of first- time teacher licenses 

issued in Indiana over the past five years. West Lafayette Schools Superintendent Rocky Killion 

says his district has felt the effects of that as more teachers retire. 



 

9-18-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 

Educators are the first to recognize there's a teacher shortage looming over the state of Indiana. 

Tonight they addressed the issue in a panel discussion hosted by the Indiana Coalition for Public 

Education. News 18's Brittany Tyner reports the State Schools Superintendent is working to find 

solutions. 

 

9-21-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Purdue reminded students about resources available including a 24 hour crisis line. The 

university is also establishing a Center for Advocacy, Response, and Education. That center will 

be for victims of sexual assault and set to be fully operational before the start of the 20 16 

academic year.  Brittany Tyner, News 18. 

 

9-22-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :28) 

Mayor Tony Roswarski is asking for your help to get Lafayette one step closer to being named 

America's Best Community.  Lafayette is one of 50 cities in the quarterfinals of Frontier 

Communication's America's Best Communities contest.In order to advance to the semifinals and 

be one of the top 10 Communities. Lafayette has to submit a project to a panel of judges. 

Researchers from Purdue will conduct a focus group asking first, second and third graders what 

they think about the future and their education 

 

9-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

NASA administrator Charles Bolden is showing his support for Purdue's newest initiative 

designed to overcome today's complex problems through the collaboration of several 

departments. This afternoon, Bolden helped announce the Purdue Systems Collaboratory in the 

atrium of the Krach Leadership Center. The PSC is expected to demonstrate how to see beyond a 

technical solution through research and student learning opportunities. It will be available to both 

Purdue graduate and undergraduates as a concentration or minor. It' focuses on the human 

element to solve problems such as natural disaster recovery, transportation, and power resources. 

Purdue's head professor in the school of industrial engineering says the Collaboratory will 

integrate many different majors and give students a competitive edge. Bolden agrees. 

 

9-25-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Daniels says faculty may have an easier time recruiting than administrators because they have 

more opportunities to interact with possible candidates through research efforts and at 

conferences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9-26-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

New data from the Indiana Department of Education shows the state's teacher shortage continues 

with 21 percent fewer initial licenses issued during the 2014 to 2015 school year. The numbers 

were released Thursday the same day as a meeting of a state commission tasked with finding out 

why Indiana has a teacher shortage. The 49-member Blue Ribbon Commission on the 

Recruitment and Retention of Excellent Educators is helping Indiana schools chief Glenda Ritz 

form ideas to take to lawmakers next year. That’s in an effort to increase the number of educators 

in the state. The data shows that overall there was a 33 percent drop in the number of initial 

practitioner licenses issued in Indiana since 2009. 

Separately, two GOP lawmakers plan an October meeting exploring why fewer teachers are 

being licensed. 

 

9-28-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :27) 

The nineteenth annual Fire Prevention Show is coming to Jefferson High School October fifth to 

the eighth. More than five thousand Tippecanoe County elementary students are scheduled to 

attend the event put on by area fire departments. Kids learn what to do during a house fire, the 

importance of smoke detectors and to stop, drop and roll. Lafayette assistant Fire Chief Ron 

Ritchey says the show empowers kids to react during an emergency. 

 

9-29-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 1:00) 

New this morning, the findings of the second national Gallup-Purdue Index are out and the 

question this time around: "Is College Worth the Cost?" After more than 60 thousand college 

graduates were surveyed, 63 percent of students who graduated within the last ten years used 

student loans. The average amount of those loans? 30 thousand dollars. When faced with that 

post-college debt, only half of the graduates "strongly agree" their education was worth the cost. 

And a number of those alumni say they've delayed buying a house or car or pursuing further 

education because of student loan debt. In response, Purdue President Mitch Daniels says, "This 

year's results serve as another reminder that student loan debt can be a significant obstacle to a 

student's future success and, in some cases, a long-term handicap." The survey was launched last 

year as a response to a call for increased accountability in higher education. 

For a look at the full G-P-I report, head to WLFI-dot-com. 

 

9-29-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :31) 

Good afternoon and thanks for joining us. I'm Dustin Grove. 

Our top story this midday. Police and school officials in Lafayette say they're stepping up 

security today after a reported threat at Jeff High. Police say they're investigating the incident 

and that they don't take any threats lightly. LSC officials confirmed more police officers will be 

on hand at the school today. They're also asking anyone with information to call them. Coming 

up on News 18 at 5 and 6, hear from a parent who decided it was best to keep their child home 

from school today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



9-29-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :34) 

Area junior and senior high school students are getting a look at the possibilities in advanced 

manufacturing. Nearly 250 students were at the National Guard Armory in Lafayette for a 

Manufacturing Expo. The expo is part of the first ever Manufacturing Week. Twenty business 

were on hand today to show some of the interesting things their business does. On Thursday and 

Friday 11th and 12th grade students will tour a few of the area's advanced manufacturing sites. 

Indiana Workforce Development Commissioner Steve Braun says events like these are critical in 

filling the available jobs around the state. 

 

9-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  
The United States Department of Education is naming Murdock a Blue Ribbon School. That 

means students have made vast improvements in areas such as I-STEP test scores. The students 

got the news today and were given blue ribbon t-shirts to wear home. Fourth-grade teacher Julie 

Papineau says she is excited for all the students and teachers. Students at Murdock Elementary in 

Lafayette are celebrating a high academic achievement. 

 

9-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue students are getting the opportunity to interact with first responders in a non-emergency 

situation. Responders from ten different agencies were out for the 6th annual Purdue Safety Day.  

 

9-29-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:45) 

A number of Jeff High School students stayed home from school today after a threat was written 

on the school's bathroom wall yesterday. News 18's Kayla Sullivan is live at Jeff with just how 

many students didn't go to class today. Jeff's Director of Attendance says 560 students were 

absent today. Normally, the school averages around 155 absences. I talked with one mother who 

says she kept her daughter home because she didn't want to take any chances. And with nearly 1 

in 3 students absent today, it’s looking like she's not the only one. 

 

9-29-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Researchers at Purdue hope the discovery of water on Mars is just the beginning. 

News 18's Brittney Verner reports a team at the university including students is working to 

develop a new Rover to probe the Red Planet.  

 

9-30-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette Schools are working on a new anti-gang policy to put into place next fall. 

Administrators say the policy isn't a reaction to a problem at LSC but it is required as part of a 

new state statute. During a board meeting last night, members also talked about some upcoming 

bonds that total 3 million dollars.  Almost half are slated to replace as many as 2 thousand 

computers in the district.  The rest of the money is targeted for heating and ac units at Oakland 

Elementary and High schools and several roofing projects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

 

The third quarter brings a traffic nightmare to motorists in the Lafayette area.  A major bridge in 

Tippecanoe County shuts down for several weeks while repairs are made, creating a detour that 

congests traffic for nearly 50 miles.  Rain delays several projects in the area.  A traffic light goes 

up in a heavily trafficked area that also saw many traffic accidents prior to the light’s installation.   

One day after INDOT claimed a traffic light would not have prevented a fatal crash on the I- 65 

detour in Boone County, crews install a temporary light.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7-1-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 

Triple A projects more than 35 million will be driving more than 50 miles around July 4th.  That 

would be the most since 2007.  So INDOT has good reason to clear lanes of construction traffic. 

One site causing major delays should re-open today.  That's the Wildcat Creek bridge on I-65.  

The re-opening should allow for the normal four lanes of traffic.  

 

7-1-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

The first part to a new Lafayette riverfront could take a step forward next week.  City council 

members are being asked to approve a resolution to provide 4- point- 6- million dollars in 

economic development revenue bonds for the proposed 101 Main Street project.  That's the new 

2 million dollar mixed use project including an Old National bank and condos next to Riehle 

Plaza.  Three million dollars is slated for use by the developer. $800,000 to help build a 

riverfront promenade.  

 

7-2-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

The Lafayette Police Department is planning to increase patrols for the holiday weekend to crack 

down on drunk driving. LPD says it's a problem that often increases around the holidays and the 

department will be putting more officers on the streets to help protect the public.  

 

7-3-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

More than 42 million Americans are expected to travel 50 miles or more this weekend, making it 

the busiest Independence Day holiday weekend in almost a decade.  But with more people on the 

roads, the number of deadly crashes are also expected to go hope. News 18's Samantha Thieke 

has the story on State Police who are working to keep the roads safe this holiday weekend.   

 

7-6-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette city leaders approved financing for a riverfront promenade, which would be the first 

completed project since the Wabash River Enhancement Corporation began a decade ago.  As 

News 18 reported last week, the resolution is for almost 4- point- 6- million dollars of economic 

development revenue bonds for the proposed 101 Main Street project, a 24- million dollar mixed 

use project next to Riehle Plaza. 

 

7-8-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :15) 

All of the rain we've been receiving has delayed the reopening of US 52 in Clinton County.  

INDOT crews are replacing a small structure over Withe Creek, just southeast of Manson Colfax 

Road.   INDOT now says the road should reopen a week from today, on July 15th. 

 

7-9-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

A Lafayette building is finally torn down, after sitting empty for three-and-a-half years.  This is 

video of the Brother - n - Others building after it caught fire in February of 2012.  Investigators 

believe it started in the attic. 

 

 

 

 



7-14-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

State Highway employees got a little shaken-up during a training session today.  The Indiana 

Department of Homeland Security was in Crawfordsville teaching INDOT workers what to do 

during an earthquake.  The two-hour class included an informational session, but the main event 

came at the end when the workers were put into an earthquake simulator.  They were strapped 

into a mobile lab called the "Indiana Earthquake Experience". 

 

7-15-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

More development and traffic congestion could be coming to Sagamore Parkway in West 

Lafayette over the objections of the county's area planning staff.  The Area Plan Commission 

recommended rezoning a parcel on the west side of Sagamore between Cumberland and Win 

Hentschel from Office Research to General Business. 

 

7-15-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :15) 

The reopening of US 52 in Clinton County has been delayed again by all the rain.  INDOT crews 

are replacing a small structure over Withe Creek, just southeast of Manson Colfax Road.   

INDOT tells News 18 that they expect to have the road reopened early next week. 

 

7-17-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

Great news for drivers who travel along US 52, INDOT says they will have the highway open 

tomorrow morning at nine o'clock.  Crews have been working since June 8th to replace a small 

structure over Withe Creek, just southeast of Manson Colfax Road.  The road was originally 

expected to reopen last week, but work was delayed by rain. 

 

7-17-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

The numbers are in and they're record- breaking for Purdue University.  With the fiscal year 

coming to an end, the university announced total numbers in several areas including giving and 

research funding.  News 18's Brittany Tyner reports, President Mitch Daniels says even with new 

records, there's still work to do. 

 

7-20-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

For the first time in nearly ten years Tippecanoe County's multi-hazard mitigation plan will be 

presented to the public.  A public meeting will be held August 5 after the Executive Area Plan 

Commission Meeting.  The plan is a joint effort by the APC and emergency management to 

outline the risks this area faces, like floods and tornadoes and what officials are doing to be 

proactive to minimize potential damage. 

 

7-21-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

This afternoon construction continues on the new Family Express in West Lafayette.  Workers 

are laying brick and finishing the gas pumps there at the corner of Northwestern Avenue and 

Lindberg Road.  A mixed-use building with apartments and retail space had once been approved 

there until plans fell through. 

 

 

 



7-22-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The Tippecanoe County Board of Zoning Appeals approved a special exception request over the 

concerns of some neighbors.  The property in question is a 32 acre tract where County Road 300 

North has an overpass over State Road 25.  The soil was used for the Hoosier Heartland project.  

With the vote tonight, the owner, which is currently Crider and Crider contractors, will use the 

land as a fill site for the I-65 expansion project. 

 

7-27-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

A new initiative could make downtown Lafayette more pedestrian friendly.  It's all thanks to a 

proposal for a "parklet."  A parklet is essentially a sidewalk extension that fits in a parking space.  

And one could be coming to Main Street in front of the Black Sparrow.  The proposal was 

approved by the Historic Preservation Commission tonight.  Purdue students helped area 

businesses with the idea.  The public space will take up a parking space. 
 

7-30-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

A crew is still at work installing a traffic light at a busy intersection in West Lafayette.   Next 

month the light will be at US 231 and Cumberland Avenue.  Crews are working on installing 

utility poles.   After several fatal crashes there, INDOT conducted a second survey last fall to 

determine whether a light was needed.  The cost of the project is nearly $200,000. 
 

8-8-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 

A stretch of northbound I-65 in Tippecanoe County remains closed after being shut down for the 

second time in less than a week yesterday.  But detours around the interstate have drivers stuck 

in miles of backed up traffic.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports how Indiana State Police are 

working with INDOT to try and keep traffic flowing. 
 

8-11-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

If you're an artist from the area, now is your time to make a mark on the city of Lafayette. The 

Board of Works approved a nearly $150,000 public art project, called 'AlleyPalooza,' which is a 

part of downtown's 'SmallSpaces' project.  It'll be located in the alley behind the Lahr 

Apartments, near the old Ding-A-Ling store near 5th and Main Street.  
 

8-11-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

With no timeline set for when Wildcat Creek bridge over I-65 will open..INDOT is paying for 

added Indiana State Trooper patrols in the detour areas. Indiana State Police say the detours were 

taking up too much man power.  So INDOT is providing funds to pay two overtime troopers for 

24 hours a day to patrol the detours.  They are there to assist with any backups, make sure people 

are following traffic laws and monitor for any road rage cases.  
 

8-17-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Crawfordsville was designated the 2015 Stellar Community at the Indiana State Fair today.  The 

Stellar Communities Designation Program is designed to recognize Indiana's smaller 

communities and their interest in development.  Each finalist city received planning grants to 

submit project proposals and suggested sources for funding.  The finalists in division one were 

Marion, Decatur and Crawfordsville. 
 

 



8-18-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 

Starting today, drivers will not be able to access US 231 from Cumberland Avenue in West 

Lafayette.  According to Chief Jason Dombkowski, police will close Cumberland at 231 due to 

the number of personal injury crashes at that location since the detour began.  Crews are in the 

process of installing traffic lights at the intersection and Dombkowski tells News 18 that they 

hope to finish by Thursday. 
 

8-19-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

Monticello Police will soon add something new to their uniforms.  News 18's Samantha Thieke 

reports how body cameras will add extra protection for officers and the community. 
 

8-19-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Some new development could be coming to the intersection of Cumberland Avenue and US 231. 

But it would come over the objections of neighbors and area planners.  By a vote of eight to 

three, the Area Plan Commission recommended approval of a complex called the The Cottages 

of Cumberland on the southwest corner.  The proposal calls for 93 duplexes with about 200 

bedrooms targeted for Purdue students.  Area planners had recommended denial because of 

worries of an oversatuated housing market. 

 

8-19-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A lawsuit over the annexation of land in White County goes to court.  The lawsuit, filed by 

White County against the town of Reynolds, was heard in Tippecanoe County yesterday.  As you 

may remember, White County is suing Reynolds over its plan to annex 300 acres of land which 

includes the Magnetation plant. 

 

8-20-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

The traffic signals here at US 231 and Cumberland Avenue have been up and running since a 

little before noon today.  But unlike the three other lights that have been installed along the 

detour in the last several weeks, these are here to stay.  And according to West Lafayette Police 

the lights could be just what the intersection needs to improve its dangerous reputation. 

 

8-20-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

One day after INDOT claimed a traffic light would not have prevented a fatal crash on the I- 65 

detour in Boone County, crews were out installing a temporary light.  This comes after the 

sheriff made it well- known the intersection needed one.  News 18's Brittany Tyner reports. 

 

8-24-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:40) 

Crews are currently testing what they hope is the solution to the problem.  News 18's Kelly 

Roberts reports what the fix may be. 

 

8-25-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 

As the I-65 detour continues to bring so much traffic through the small town of Romney, 

residents say they didn't expect the road-side effects.  News 18's Brittany Tyner reports residents 

have seen everything from drivers running out of gas to people urinating in public. 

 



8-26-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

Plans are underway for a 12 million dollar expansion in the Purdue Research Park.  The project 

will add 60,000 square feet to the Herman and Heddy Kurz Purdue Technology Center.  Two- 

thirds of the expanded space has already been leased.  The center began in 2009 and is home to 

more than 260 companies. 

 

8-26-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The Legacy Sports Club off Schuyler Avenue in Lafayette is expanding.  The Board of Zoning 

Appeals approved a pair of exemption requests involving about 14 acres tonight.  One is for a 

pair of new outdoor soccer fields.  The other is for an indoor building that will house six 

basketball courts. 

 

8-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

The Lafayette Redevelopment Commission approves a master plan that could bring new 

development to the area.  The Upper Berlowitz Master Plan was presented by the Lafayette 

Board of works at today's redevelopment meeting.  The plan is in its final stages of design on the 

600 acres of land between IU Health Arnett and St. Elizabeth East Hospitals.  And allows 

business to have a design already in place for drainage and detention ponds which saves 

developers time and money.  The land has not been able to be used for development due to poor 

drainage. 

 

8-27-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 

The West Lafayette Police Department has moved its dispatchers into a new location. The 

dispatchers share a room with dispatchers at the Purdue Police Department.  News 18's Austin 

Miller tells us how the move will benefit both departments. 

 

9-8-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:45) 

We know this is great news for travelers.  But we also wanted to know what kind of impact this 

has had on businesses in the area and how quickly they saw a difference once the interstate 

opened again.  So, News-18's Kayla Sullivan looked into it. 

 

9-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

Four traffic lights were put up along the I-65 detour to help traffic flow and to keep drivers safe.  

One light already had plans to be permanent.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports two more 

permanent lights could come as a result of the detour.  

 

9-9-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

It's been a few days since the northbound lanes of interstate 65 were reopened in Tippecanoe 

County.  But it's not just a relief to drivers.  News 18's Samantha Thieke spoke to residents in a 

small town along the former I-65 detour and reports how traffic flow has been since the interstate 

reopened. 

 

 

 

 

 



9-9-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Repairs and renovations are coming to the schools of West Lafayette and the board wants the 

public's help to make it all happen.  Tonight, a facilities planning committee presented possible 

plans for various buildings. 

 

9-10-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

The harvest will be getting underway a little early this year.  That means cars and trucks will be 

sharing the roads with combines and tractors a little early too.  News 18's Cameron Hardin 

reports, several state departments are coming together to make sure everyone stays safe. 

 

9-14-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A temporary change to an intersection along the former Interstate 65 detour is returning to 

normal.  Starting tomorrow, the intersection of U.S. 231 and State Road 18 in White County will 

be switched back to a four-way stop. 

 

9-14-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

INDOT says the construction company involved with the I-65 bridge closure paid for the repairs.  

In a statement to News 18, a spokeperson says thus far, Walsh Construction has not submitted a 

financial claim with justification seeking reimbursement.  INDOT will review any claims at the 

time they are submitted. 

 

9-14-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A month after reopening an elementary school to deal with increasing kindergarten enrollment, 

Lafayette school officials are now making plans for when those kids hit intermediate schools.  

The Lafayette School Board approved a pair of architect agreements this evening.  One will be 

looking at Sunnyside, Tecumseh and Lafayette Jeff to prepare for those kids as they age. 

 

9-15-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

A 40 million dollar expansion is coming to Delphi's Indiana Packers Corporation.  With it comes 

91 jobs.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports a popular meat item is helping the expansion. 

 

9-16-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

Lafayette's Harrison College is planning a new location downtown.  It's scheduled to open in 

June across the street from the courthouse is at 323 Columbia Street.  That's the historic Loeb 

building which last housed the Muse.  Harrison officials say it's a homecoming of sorts because 

when the school opened initially in 1905 as Lafayette Business College it was located at 423 

Columbia. 

 

9-16-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

In Tippecanoe County, a decision to keep billboards off three major roads.  The Area Plan 

Commission voted last night to change the zoning ordinance to keep the large signs at least 2,000 

feet from River Road, the new US 231 bypass and the Hoosier Heartland highway.  The idea 

originated with the heartland's steering committee.  Area planners say it keeps clutter off the 

road, which is more attractive to prospective businesses. 

 

 



9-24-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

In order to draw more people to Lafayette's downtown, Main Street is getting a major overhaul.  

Lafayette's Streetscape Project has been in the planning stage since 2012.  The project involves 

replacing all the sidewalks along Main Street from Fourth to 11th Street.    

 

9-28-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :40) 

A heads up for drivers in White County this morning.  The Indiana Department of Transportation 

has scheduled a week-long closure of a stretch of US 24.  Beginning today, 24 will be shut down 

between US 231 near Wolcott and State Road 43 in Reynolds.  Drivers headed east will be 

detoured south on 231, southeast on I-65, east on State Road 18, north on 43 and then back to US 

24. 
 

 


