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Agriculture, Business and Healthcare

1-1 Ran Morning News (1:55)

Capacity restrictions and closures of businesses have been a hot topic during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Now local legislators are crafting a policy to restrict mandates health officers can put in place. News 18's 
Meredith Hackler talked with local state senator Ron Alting who feels mandates and restrictions should 
be left up to elected officials.

1-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

The New Year is bringing many firsts for one local family. Kimberly Rivera Ramirez is officially the first 
baby born in Lafayette this year. She is her parent's first baby girl. She entered the world at 12-18 this 
morning. This special birthday comes with a special gift. Franciscan Health traditionally provides its first 
New Year baby with a basket full of baby-items. While last year brought a lot of unpredictable changes -- 
Baby Kimberly's parents say her arrival was a pleasant a surprise.

1-1 Ran 6 P.M. News (:48)

Two of her bills have to do with electronic filing in banking. As of right now if you are closing on a piece 
of property or home you have to do that in person. Campbell’s bill would allow people to close on a 
property electronically. The other would allow for liens to be put on vehicles electronically as well. 
Another bill she filed would require insurance to cover birth control. Currently companies can choose if 
birth control is covered through insurance or not. She also filed a bill that would give a sales tax holiday 
on school supplies. This would allow teachers and parents to save money when heading back to school. 
One bill she says that will be a priority is her paid family medical leave bill.

1-4 Ran Morning News (:45)

The owner of the Blooms and Petals flower shop is making her way around area hospitals. Paula Davis 
and volunteers are delivering free, gift bags filled with essential items. The bags include Chap Stick, hand 
sanitizers, masks and snacks. Before the New Year, they stopped by IU Health's medical offices and 
Franciscan Health Hospital. Health care workers say this small act of kindness is going a long way.

1-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:55)

Tippecanoe County's COVID-19 vaccination site is changing. As we previously reported, the original plan 
had it in the former HH Gregg building. That's near the Tippecanoe Mall. However, Commissioner Tracy 
Brown says the deal didn't work out. The new location is on Maple Point Drive next to the Payless 
Supermarket. Although it's a lot smaller than the first building, Brown says it has its benefits.

1-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (:55)

NCAA President Mark Emmert and Governor Eric Holcomb among others announcing the news this 
afternoon. Mackey Arena and Assembly Hall will be sites for first round contests come March. And 
several venues in Indianapolis will be utilized throughout the tournaments entirety. Those sites include 
Hinkle Fieldhouse, Lucas Oil Stadium, and Bankers Life Fieldhouse. Purdue Athletic Director Mike 
Bobinski did confirm that should Purdue make the tournament. They will not be granted a home game 



in the first round. Matt Painter spoke about the announcement. But reiterated his sole focus as the gold 
and blacks head coach.

1-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (:55)

The NCAA's announcement is great news for Visit Lafayette, West Lafayette. Workers here say it'll be a 
boost for Indiana. President of Visit Lafayette, West Lafayette Jo Wade says having March Madness in 
Indiana is a win. She says it will give those who have never been to the Hoosier state an opportunity to 
really explore all it has to offer. Wade says the center expects a lot of people passing through the area 
which will hopefully boost sales for establishments.

1-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:30)

About four-and-a-half million doses of the vaccine have been administered nationwide. Which is just a 
fraction of the 20 million goal by the end of the year. About 45-hundred people in Tippecanoe County 
have received the vaccine as of Tuesday. Dr. James Bien, IU Health Arnett's chief medical officer, says 
the hospital has received its expected weekly deliveries of 975 doses after it was designated as one of 
the few sites in the state to vaccinate frontline health care workers and emergency responders.

1-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

As we previously reported, the city is working on a new public safety building and parking garage. In 
order to do so, part of a building at 625 Columbia Street will be torn down. It was once home to Sylvia's 
Brick Oven. What's left will be turned into two potential businesses. But to keep the historic facade, it 
must be torn down brick by brick. Mayor Tony Roswarski says it's a meticulous process.

1-5 Ran 10 P.M. News (2:00)

According to the Indiana Licensed Beverage Association, more than 900 of Indiana's bars signed a 
petition asking the Indiana general assembly to pass legislation that would allow video gaming inside 
their establishments. I talked with two local bars about why this is needed to help them during the 
pandemic as well as the Governor about his take on the request.

1-6 Ran Noon News (:34) 

West Lafayette Police Chief Troy Harris believes this vaccine is the best way to help win the fight against 
Covid. He says it's ultimately their choice -- but he's encouraging his officers to get the shot. Tippecanoe 
County Sheriff Bob Goldsmith has a bit of a different approach. He says his deputies can decide and he 
doesn't want to persuade them either way. Lafayette Police Chief Patrick Flannelly is taking the opposite 
approach. He says he's expecting his officers to take it. The only exception would be those with 
underlying health conditions and religious restrictions.

1-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

NCAA is putting several protocols in place to stop the spread of COVID-19 during the tournament. Game 
attendance right now is limited to family members similar to the Big Ten Conference's model for the 
football and basketball seasons. Athletes will stay at hotels in Indianapolis in a bubble and will be bused 
here to West Lafayette for games. With all those guidelines in mind, Tippecanoe County Health Officer 
Dr. Jeremy Adler says he doesn't have any major concerns.



1-6 Ran 11 P.M. News (:43)

Klinker says all of her legislation has been brought to her attention by locals from the Tippecanoe 
County area. One bill she has filed would  Provide military members a decrease to their income tax rate. 
She also is proposing a Tax credit for medical school clinical faculty and a tax exemption for land-lords 
who rent to non-profit organizations. She is also proposing a College savings tax credit and wants to 
allow the Epilepsy Foundation to have their own license plate in Indiana. While she feels all her bills are 
important legislation she does have a few that are a priority.

1-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:32)

Family Video officials announced it is going out of business. The chain has been closing stores for a few 
years. Right now there are 81 stores in Indiana - including in Frankfort and Lebanon. There are a total of 
about 250 locations across the midwest. Stores started liquidation sales, selling movies, video games C-
B-D products and even store fixtures. The company released a statement saying the pandemic and lack 
of movie releases both played a role in the decision.

1-7 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:26)

As News 18 previously reported, Indiana residents 80 years or older are now eligible for vaccines. 
Previously, only health care workers, long-term care residents and emergency responders were eligible. 
Seniors should visit ourshot.in.gov or call 211 beginning Friday morning to make an appointment. From 
there, they can choose a time slot and verify their demographics. Later, they will receive a confirmation 
message to their email or cell phone. Health Department Administrator Khala Hochstedler says seniors 
must register through the state and must have an appointment.

1-7 Ran 11 P.M. News (:48)

Over the last 72 hours, crews have been moving all their equipment, including freezers needed to store 
the vaccines. Starting Friday at 8 a.m. those eligible can arrange appointments. Vaccinations will begin 
next Monday at noon. The clinic will feature a wall for people to take selfies with and sign after they 
receive their vaccination. Executive Assistant at the Tippecanoe County Health Department Amanda 
Balser says she wants to make vaccination a fun community event.

1-8 Ran 10 P.M. News (:35)

Right Steps Child Development Centers is opening a location at Central Presbyterian Church between 
7th and 8th street. Downtown lafayette is a childcare desert and is lacking in places for parents to send 
their kids. This will be Right Steps' second location in Downtown Lafayette. Their first is on Ferry Street.
Right Steps President and CEO Debbi DeBruyn is eager to try and fill the need for childcare in Downtown 
Lafayette.

1-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

The Indiana State Department of Health said the variant was identified in the state through testing by 
the state agency's laboratory and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. However today's  
announcement did not included additional information where those cases were found.



1-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:51)

This rollout comes just in time as outbreaks continue to ravage local nursing homes. At least five 
residents have died at the veterans' home, for example, since December 22nd. That's according to 
Indiana's COVID-19 dashboard. At least 40 residents and five staff have tested positive for the virus. 
Including 23 residents since December 17th. Tamara Smith, director of admissions at the veterans' 
home, was the first staff member to be vaccinated. She says today's clinic was a bright spot for staff 
working through the pandemic.

1-11 Ran 5 P.M. News (:48)

Today marks a big day in Tippecanoe County's fight against COVID-19. The county opened its vaccine 
clinic to those 80 and older. County Health Department administrator Khala Hochstedler says they are 
booked the entire week. They have a total of one-thousand doses to administer. That includes the 100 
doses they plan on giving out today. Charles and Dixie Berry were the first patients to get vaccinated 
when the clinic opened. They have big plans once they get their second dose.

1-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:53)

I am near White County's vaccination site which is the Ivy Tech building in Monticello. The county's 
health department is booked in terms of appointments and as you may know people 80 years and older 
are eligible currently for the vaccine. I spoke with City of Monticello Mayor Cathy Gross. She says while 
there is a current wait for many people to schedule a COVID-19 vaccine people should still be 
encouraged. Gross tells me that the City of Monticello along with other cities in the state have partnered 
with Accelerate Indiana Municipalities to start a promotion called Every Action Counts.

1-12 Ran 11 P.M. News (:50)

According to a Purdue speech-language pathologist more people have been seeking the help of voice 
therapist during the pandemic. She says several people have been losing their voice more often because 
they are speaking louder while using online platforms and while wearing a mask. Experts say there are 
ways to save your voice from being affected by these changes we are all experiencing.

1-13 Ran Morning News (:51) 

550 -- That's the number of blood donations needed per day to help patients just in Indiana. Versiti's 
blood donations go to more than 80 hospitals across the state -- including right here in Tippecanoe 
County. Anyone with good health ages 16 or older can participate. People who have recovered from 
Covid-19 are especially encouraged to donate. This blood has shown proof in helping improve symptoms 
in those hospitalized with Covid. Versiti leader Kelli Cornelius says one person has the power to save at 
least three lives.



1-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:25)

Holcomb is asking for an increase of 377-million dollars in K-12 funding over the biennium. That's about 
half of the entire 2022-2023 general fund expenditure summary. His budget is very similar to the current 
budget the state is operating on. Governor Holcomb's finance team is calling the state's financial 
situation "a pleasant surprise." The projections for Indiana's financial future last spring were much 
worse than what actually happened. They expect the state's budget to be at pre-pandemic levels this 
year.

1-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (:58) 

I spoke with county health officer Dr. Jeremy Adler today. He says the positivity rate in this context 
means there's a high level of community transmission. Dr. Adler says the positivity rate gives a broader 
look at what percentage of tests are coming back positive. Adler says a contributing factor would be the 
holiday season that just passed. He says the health department saw an increase just before 
Thanksgiving.

1-13 Ran 10 P.M. News (:24)

The Indiana State Department of Health says Hoosiers age 70 and older are now able to schedule an 
appointment for a COVID-19 vaccine. You can schedule your appointment by going to WLFI dot com and 
clicking on this story. Those needing assistance with registration can call 211 or one of Indiana's Area 
Agencies on Aging. A caregiver or loved one also may make an appointment on behalf of an eligible 
senior.

1-13 Ran 10 P.M. News (:25)

West Lafayette police have seen a 75 percent decrease in applicants in the last year. They are now short 
four officers. Lafayette police are facing a similar problem with applicants as well. However, they are 
down 14 officers. Both say their hiring process is strict. Most applicants find it hard to make it through.

1-14 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:30)

His budget is very similar to the current budget the state is operating on. It proposes 100-million dollars 
for broadband services. It also restores the cuts made to higher education during the pandemic. And 
increases that funding by 2-percent over the next two years. Purdue took the largest hit in state funding 
back in June, losing 3.2-million dollars. Perhaps the biggest change is that Holcomb is asking for an 
increase of 377-million dollars in K-12 funding over the biennium.

1-15 Ran Morning News (:33) 

The first and most important step is getting registered. Right now, people ages 70 and older are the only 
members of the public eligible for the Covid-19 vaccine. The county health department administrator is 
calling on the community to help with registration. Leaders are finding people within this age range are 
having a harder time understanding the registration website. The actual vaccine process takes less than 
25 minutes. Khala Hochstedler said it's important they make the process easy so it doesn't deter people 
from getting vaccinated.



1-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50) 

Long-term care facilities in Tippecanoe County will continue to lean on aid from the Indiana National 
Guard until at least the end of February. As we've previously reported, more than one-thousand 
National Guard members were deployed statewide beginning last year to assist nursing homes hit 
hardest by COVID-19. Sergeant Randy Zellers was deployed to Creasy Springs Health Campus in October. 
He says he's completing administrative tasks, freeing up staff and health care workers to focus on 
resident care.

1-15 Ran 10 P.M. News (:56) 

City Foods is a volunteer ran co-op that sells food that is from local farmers. The stores lease ended on 
December 31st. The board thought that they had the opportunity to re-new their lease but the owners of 
building told them they were going to open their own businesses in the location and that they had to 
find somewhere else to have their storefront. The store had been struggling due to COVID-19 but had 
every intention of staying open. Now they are looking for a new space in the same general area.

1-18 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:45) 

People living in Tippecanoe County are left waiting to register and schedule their COVID-19 vaccinations. 
As News 18's Joe Paul reports, that's because there's not enough of the vaccine to go around. Campbell 
says Meijer and other pharmacy chains are preemptively registering people for COVID-19 vaccines. She 
encourages people to keep trying to sign up on 211 and the state website. You can find a link at W-L-F-I-
dot-com. 

1-18 Ran Noon News (1:47) 

More people continue to sign up to get their COVID-19 vaccine at the IU Health Arnett clinic. But there is 
some confusion on *how you need to sign up.  As well as what to do when you show up for your 
appointment. News 18's Anna Darling got a walk through of the clinic process to help clarify what you 
need to do.

1-18 Ran 10 P.M. News (2:20)

Governor Eric Holcomb's 5th State of the State addressed focused on the future and plans to invest in 
education and the economy. I talked with two local representatives to get their take on the Governors 
address.

1-20 Ran Morning News (:52) 

The store officially opened in this shopping plaza on Teal Road in August 2019. It took the place of Marsh 
Supermarket after the company filed for bankruptcy. Having a grocery store in this location is crucial for 
this neighborhood. Needler's is the only store within walking distance for several homes in the area. 
Without a grocery store there, it's essentially creating a food desert for those residents who can't easily 
travel to further grocers.



1-20 Ran 6 P.M. News (:35)

Purdue will also host first round contests on Friday March 19th and Saturday the 20th. The remainder of 
the tournament will be held exclusively at the locations in Indianapolis. Earlier this month Purdue 
athletics director Mike Bobinski hinted that Mackey Arena would host four of the first round games. And 
you can probably add a game to that with the addition of the First Four round coming to Mackey Arena 
and Assembly Hall in Bloomington. The Final Four this year will be held at Lucas Oil Stadium by the way. 
Those games will be played April 3rd. And the National Title will take place Monday the 5th.

1-21 Ran Morning News (:50)

Out of the 12 awards given last year -- Dr. Estes holds eleven of them. You get the Golden Brain award 
when you administer the stroke medication within 30 minutes of the patient's arrival. The challenging 
part is getting through the various steps needed before giving the drug.Dr. Estes says it's truly a team 
effort in meeting that 30-minute mark. 2-million brain cells die every minute when a person is suffering 
from a stroke. Although he credits his entire team of health care workers -- he's honored to be 
recognized.

1-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (2:10)

The pandemic is causing historic levels of job loss in Indiana. That's resulted in an unprecedented 
number of unemployment claims. I spoke with several residents who are confused and frustrated about 
their claims. And they're having a hard time getting answers. 

1-22 Ran 6 P.M. News (:56)

But the Governor has chosen not to dip into those funds to help with coronavirus relief. In the past, the 
governor has said he doesn't want to use those funds because he wants to keep the state's triple A 
credit rating. On Thursday, the governor went in to more detail. He said it's important to maintain a high 
reserve so when local entities have to borrow from the state they can get a low interest rate. He added 
that keeping a high reserve allows the state to dip in to the fund without severe consequences, which is 
what he said they did in 2020.

1-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:23) 

I'm at Emergency Response Gear on Sagamore Parkway in Lafayette. The store sells guns, holsters, body 
armor and other tactical gear. Staff member Joy Rhode says the store has been shell shocked by demand 
over the past year. Particularly in the past few weeks. She attributes the boom to a variety of factors. 
Including the pandemic, the recent presidential transition and fears about gun control. Combined with 
shortages due to COVID-19 lockdowns, the store can't seem to keep up.

1-22 Ran 5 P.M. News (:33) 

Indiana is the third leading user of the drug in the country according to State Health Commisioner Dr. 
Kristina Box. The drug is available only through prescription to those who have tested positive for the 
coronavirus. Wickert says while the drug is new and it's affects are still being studied, it's useful for 
patients and hospitals.



1-25 Ran Morning News (:35)

They started offering the vaccine at their location in Lafayette at 18th and Hartford Streets last 
Wednesday. They will only be giving out the vaccine twice a week for now. But could expand that 
program at the Indiana State Department of Health's direction down the road. Right now they are giving 
out about 200 shots per week. Jolene Prather is the Director of Operations at Riggs. She says they feel 
like they are taking part in history.

1-25 Ran Morning News (:60)

Back in 20-17, Indiana was ranked the eighth largest agricultural exporter in the nation, according to the 
Indiana State Department of Agriculture. Our first story for this series focuses on preparing for the 
Spring 20-21 planting season. Howard County Farmer, Roy Cooper, is already planning ahead. Cooper 
says part of the planning process for the spring, is reflecting back on the previous year. He recommends 
farmers picking a commodity to raise throughout the season that was overly successful.

1-25 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:20)

I'm here at Market Square Shopping Center.
And normally this parking lot would have been filled and completely cleared of snow several times over 
by this time of the year. But precipitation, whether its rain or snow, is well below average this winter in 
the WLFI viewing area. That's according to Precision 18 Meteorologist Balint Szalavari. Snow plow 
drivers in Tippecanoe County depend on steady snowfall every winter. Joe Weaver, owner of Redlawns 
Lawncare & Landscaping in Lafayette, says he maintains a contract with a local banking chain. And he's 
only been called out to clear snow once for a total of three hours.

1-26 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

Isolation and stress could be causing higher levels of anxiety, depression and drug addiction. Meanwhile 
the pandemic has put many people out of work. And that's a double-whammy for many people seeking 
mental health services in the community.

1-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:47)

The festival will be June 5th from 6p.m. to midnight. This year restaurants are going to be the focus of 
the festival. The pandemic has hit restaurants particulary hard, so organizers thought this would be a 
great way to highlight them. Around thirty restaurants were anticipated to take part in the festival. And 
Kyra Clark of the Tippecanoe Arts Federation says they have been working closely with the ISDH to 
ensure the festival is as COVID friendly as possible.

1-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

The COVID-19 positivity rate in Tippecanoe County is trending downward. Which means some 
restrictions on retail businesses and restaurants could lift as soon as this weekend. As things return to 
normal, Lafayette wants to get more people back on Main Street.



1-28 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:33)

Guac Box owner Matt Bestich secured a location near Purdue's Discovery Park in the Purdue West Plaza. 
Bestich says the spot sat vacant for nearly a year. He says he never expected to move into a space during 
a pandemic. He says it's nice being able to offer services during winter months when food trucks aren't 
traveling. 

1-28 Ran 10 P.M. News (:57)

Conversion Therapy is defined as a pseudoscientific practice that tries to change a person's sexual 
orientation or gender identity. The bill has been authored by State Senator J.D. Ford, the first openly gay 
senator at the Indiana state house. The bill would prohibit a mental health provider from engaging in 
conversion therapy with a patient less than 18 years of age. If a mental health provider were to violate 
the prohibition they would be subject to disciplinary action.

1-29 Ran 5 P.M. News (:53)

The changes are coming as the county's positivity rate has fallen below ten percent for two consecutive 
weeks. According to the statement, retail, cultural, entertainment and tourism venues can be at 100% 
capacity. Gyms and Senior day centers will also be at 100% capacity. Restaurants will raise to 75 percent 
and bars will raise to 50 percent. The statement also says any other restrictions to bars and restaurants 
from the November 18th order remain in effect. All of these capacity changes come with the 
expectation that social distancing measures remain in place.

2-1 Ran Noon News (2:50)

This week's segment of Indiana Farm Report takes us over to Clinton County. News 18's Marlee Thomas 
spoke to to a local farmer who explains his method of farming and the family business he's created.

2-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

Issues that rose during 2020 have caused government leaders to take a hard look at how they can make 
things better for their communities moving forward. One way the West Lafayette City Council is looking 
to do that is by advocating for Medicare for All.

2-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45) 

House Bill 1004 would establish the Hoosier Hospitality Small Business Restart Grant Program. The bill 
would allow small businesses that have seen a 30 percent decrease in revenue to qualify for up to 50-
thousand dollars in assistance. Local State Representative Sharon Nagel co-authored the bill. She says 
this bill is targeted to help small businesses that are struggling to get by.



2-3 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:15) 

The market is expanding to add another downtown block and at least 20 new vendors. The footprint will 
stretch along Fifth Street from Columbia Street to Ferry Street. Fifth Street in that zone will be closed on 
Saturday mornings from May to October. But, east-west traffic on Columbia, Main and Ferry streets will 
not be restricted. Market Manager Rebecca Jones says 2020 gave budding entrepreneurs time to reflect 
on their skills and hobbies. And the farmer's market has a low barrier of entry to springboard new 
businesses.

2-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:55) 

An IU Health pediatrician is speaking out about the dangers of underage vaping. As we've reported, the 
federal minimum age to vape is 21. However, Pediatrician Dr. Marshall Criswell says he's had patients 
suffering from the effects of e-cigarettes. He says not only has he seen lung damage, it can affect brain 
development. Criswell says it can also lead to other dangerous habits.

2-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:57)

Parents who take their kids to the Patty Jischke Center say they were blindsided when they received a 
letter on January 27th saying the center would close down on June 1st.

2-9 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:37)

As we've previously reported, the City of Lafayette already handed out 400-thousand-dollars to dozens 
of small business last year. But Mayor Tony Roswarski says that wasn't enough to help everyone who 
was struggling. This second phase will reach businesses with 25 or fewer employees in low- to 
moderate-income areas of the city. That includes Downtown Dental, which received 10-thousand-
dollars. Owner Dr. Jimmy Lutz says the money will be a huge help for day-to-day expenses. "We feel 
really privileged to able to apply for this grant and to be a part of the downtown community. We want 
this city to thrive. I know the city is definitely invested in keeping downtown going."

2-12 Ran Morning News (:55)

If you have not had the chance to enjoy local brewers and art  you'll have a chance this month. The 
Tippecanoe Arts Federation is hosting a fundraiser in Downtown Lafayette called Tap and Go. It's a beer 
tasting walk celebrating Tippecanoe County craft brews.

2-15 Ran Morning news (1:35)

Today's segment of Indiana Farm report takes us to the Orem family farm in Clinton County. \The Orem 
family owns and operates the farm, which raises 90 to 95 percent grass fed cattle.

2-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

Joe Weaver is owner of Redlawns Lawn Care and Landscaping. He was out this morning clearing the lots 
of a local banking chain. Last month he was hard pressed to find work. But over the past few weeks he's 
pushed more than a foot of snow. And he's worked several 30-plus hour shifts.



2-19 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:33)

Restrictions on bars in Tippecanoe County are relaxing. That's good news to bar owners scraping by 
during the pandemic. News 18's Joe Paul spoke today with a bar owner. He tells us how that owner is 
reacting as bars are slowly allowed to reopen.

2-25 Ran Morning News (:32)

"House of Grace" is a faith-based recovery assistance organization for women. Founder of the 
organization, Tammy Tidd, says the pandemic has lead to a rise in addiction in the areas she serves. And 
Jasper County was an area that she wanted to expand because of the need. The local sheriff's office put 
her in contact with S-J-C. Which is allowing "Home with Hope" to use some of its empty campus housing 
for the women.

2-25 Ran 10 P.M. News (:52)

The plan is to move and consolidate their operations to one building. Mulhaupts is asking for a 10 year 
tax ebatment on their new property renovations which will cost 5.1 million dollars. They will also buy 
half of a million dollars worth of new equipment.

2-26 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45)

Coca-Cola says it's consolidating its operations to a new automated distribution center in Whitestown, 
Indiana.

3-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (:45)

The Lafayette City Council Unanimously passed an ordinance that would ban smoking on any city 
property.

3-1 Ran 10 P.M. News (:36)

The city of Lafayette is hoping to create more outdoor dining opportunities for restaurants downtown.

3-3 Ran 5 P.M. News (:50)

The CDC recommends including frontline essential workers in the 1-B phase of vaccine roll out. This 
phase comes after health care workers, first responders, high risk individuals and older populations 
living in congregate living facilities.

3-4 Ran Morning News (:47)

Matt Bestich is looking for someone local to take over the business. He says he has about 12 solid 
candidates. So far they've hired a chef out of Indianapolis. He is going to be taking over Matt's position 
as the lead chef.

3-5 Ran Noon News (:55)

The Arbor Chase neighborhood is the first neighborhood benefiting. This tree planting initiative is open 
to all West Lafayette neighborhoods. The city and the West Lafayette Tree Friends are splitting a budget 
of 45-thousand dollars for tree planting this year.



3- 8 Ran Morning News (:55)

Popcorn should come to mind when you think of Indiana farming. According to previous data from the 
USDA, Indiana and Nebraska are the two leading states for popcorn production in the U.S.

3-10 Ran 10 P.M. News (:55)

In December there were 1,447 COVID-19 deaths in long-term care facilities. That number accounted for 
48 percent of all COVID deaths that month. Last month there were 227 deaths in long term care facilities 
which equaled 33 percent of all COVID deaths that month.

3-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

Everyone wants to know if they qualify for this new stimulus package and how much they could receive. 
Local governments in Lafayette, West Lafayette and Tippecanoe County are doing the same thing.

3-17 Ran Morning News (:52)

Sergeant Preston's started preparing its outdoor patio space for customers last week. This downtown 
Lafayette business has one of the largest outdoor patios in the state. Owner Karen Hirsh-Cooper says 
that'll be a huge help in following social distancing guidelines.

3-17 Ran 5 P.M. News (:53)

During the Governor's weekly COVID-19 update, State Health Commissioner, Doctor Kristine Box, said 
Indiana is working to meet the White House directive to make the vaccine available to everyone by May 
first.

3-23 Ran 10 P.M. News (:54)

The single dose vaccine is given for free by appointment only. You must be an Indiana resident and show 
proof of age or eligible employment.

3-24 Ran 5 P.M. News (:53)

Workers stood outside today 9 hours picketing. They claim the company is outsourcing jobs putting 
hundreds of people out of work. Spencer Buchanan has worked at Arconic for more than 25 years.

3-25 Ran Noon News (1:30)

Following the rollback on previous health measures, local restaurants are optimistic. News 18's Peter 
Hulett spoke with a few businesses in downtown Lafayette. They're eager to open their doors back-up 
to more customers.



Crime

1-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35)

About 1:30 p.m. police were called to Windemere Drive. LPD Sergeant Matt Gard says a man was found 
with a gunshot wound to his leg. He was taken to the hospital. His condition is not known at this time. 
Police are still trying to figure what led to the shooting and who is responsible. We will continue to 
follow this developing story and have updates on air and online at WLFI dot com.

1-6 Ran Noon News (:40)

According to I-S-P, the chase started around 2 a-m when a trooper attempted to stop a car going over 
100 miles per hour near the 175 mile marker. The driver seemed to comply at first, pulling over. That's 
when the Illinois woman took off once again. After a few miles, the driver's vehicle started to have 
mechanical issues and started smoking.

1-6 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:34)

Residents of Greater Lafayette are disappointed at the scenes that have unfolded in Washington DC.
Lafayette citizen Susan Schechter is one. "I feel sorry for them... they're tilting it at our democracy and I 
feel sorry for all of us that they think that's appropriate." State senator Ron Alting shares her 
disappointment, saying "I absolutely condemn the violent protests at the US Capitol. This is not in any 
way, shape, or form the stance that I support. The actions of these individuals are disgraceful, and there 
should be consequences. May God watch over us."

1-7 Ran 6 P.M. News (:30)

County Democratic Chair Heather Maddox confirmed it just moments ago. Police believe it happened 
last night. But the damage was not found until today. No one was in the building at the time.

1-11 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:30)

It was an emotional day for Nicole Bowen's family as they finally got to address the killer in her murder 
case. The prosecution and the defense agreed upon a 55-year sentence as part of his guilty plea 
agreement. And while her family understands the legal process of a guilty plea agreement, deep down 
they feel it's not enough.

1-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:35)

31-year-old Kyle Strong was arrested early Monday morning at a home on West Tippecanoe Ranch 
Road. The Sheriff's Office says he was trying to force is way into the home to get to his ex-girlfriend and 
another man. Investigators say he had a firearm and a hammer and was also seen with bricks in his 
hand. His ex-girlfriend and her boyfriend were injured in the attack, but refused medical treatment. 
Strong is being held on 25-thousand dollars bond.



1-12 Ran 5 P.M. News (:48)

A pacemaker is being used to tie a Lafayette woman to her brother's murder. 25-year-old Tianna Holmes 
is accused of stabbing her brother to death in the apartment she shared with him on November ninth.   
Holmes told police they'd spent the day drinking and she left for about an hour after other people came 
over and they argued. She told investigators that her brother, Deron Keaton, was stabbed while she was 
out of the apartment. She called 9-1-1 and said he was still alive at that time. Keaton had a pacemaker 
and its manufacturer was able to pinpoint his time of death at 1-45 a-m a time when Holmes was the 
only one with him. Prosecutors say he died within minutes of being stabbed...and Holmes was the only 
one who had the "time and opportunity" to have stabbed him. Holmes was charged with a single count 
of murder today.

1-12 Ran 6 P.M. News (:50)

Baldwin, Anthony Baumgardt and John Ball were arrested in connection with Pickett's death. Police 
were serving a search warrant in March of 2018 when they spotted Baldwin, who was wanted on a 
parole violation. Pickett was chasing Baumgardt on foot when Baumgardt fatally shot him. Baumgardt 
pleaded guilty to shooting Pickett and was sentenced to life in prison. Ball provided the gun used to kill 
the deputy. In January, he was sentenced to 46 years.

1-13 Ran 5 P.M. News (:60)

The man was identified as 40-year-old Michael L. Holmes. The homicide remains under investigation. No 
one has been arrested yet but a handgun was recovered from the scene. That's according to Sgt. Ian 
O'Shields. I also spoke today with Diane McDonald. She's a nearby neighbor who says she heard several 
loud bangs outside her home sometime Monday night.

1-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (:32) 

While neither the Governor nor Superintendent Carter would not go into detail about what changes 
they have planned they both say that the state will be ready if violent protests arise. Holcomb says a lot 
of the intelligence they have received has shown that other states are likely to have more issues since 
Indiana was not part of the election integrity debate. However he says they will have a presence that's 
appropriate to the situation. Holcomb says he hopes if there are protest Hoosiers will be an example of 
how they can remain peaceful.

1-14 Ran 10 P.M. News (:48) 

The man was identified as 40-year-old Michael L. Holmes. The homicide remains under investigation. No 
one has been arrested yet but a handgun was recovered from the scene. That's according to Sgt. Ian 
O'Shields. We also spoke with Diane McDonald. She's a nearby neighbor who says she heard several 
loud bangs outside her home sometime Monday night.

1-14 Ran 6 P.M. News (2:45) 

We're wrapping up our two part series on policing in Greater Lafayette. Part 2 takes a look at proposed 
legislation to end racial profiling by police. The bill is co-authored by a local State Representative. I spoke 
with her about her reasons for supporting it. I also got input from law enforcement and how it would 
affect their ability to perform.



1-17 Ran 11 P.M. News (:47) 

Governor Holcomb closed the Statehouse to the public on Friday. The closure is currently set to end on 
Wednesday. The FBI sent out warnings that all 50 statehouses across America could be the sites of 
protests Sunday. Only one man who identifies as a Libertarian showed up on the statehouse steps 
today. State Senator Ron Alting says people of all ages and occupations work in the statehouse.
And it's about keeping them all safe.

1-19 Ran 10 P.M. News (:60)

A new app allows people to "take a step inside" crime scenes, with the hope of shedding more light on 
unsolved cases. The app, called CrimeDoor, recently added the Delphi homicides case to its platform. 
The app features augmented reality technology that gives users a new perspective of the crimes. Libby 
German and Abby Williams were killed in 20-17 and their killer has yet to be found. The app developers 
worked with Libby's sister and a cold case detective to feature this investigation.

1-21 Ran Noon News (:43) 

Tippecanoe County Coroner Carrie Costello says autopsy results on a death that took place at Country 
Villa Apartments will be released this afternoon. Around 5-30 Tuesday evening West Lafayette police 
were called to the apartment complex to a report of a a deceased person. When officers arrived they 
found one man dead inside of an apartment. The man was identified as 28 year old Antonio Joiner of 
Lafayette. He suffered from at least one gunshot wound. The West Lafayette police say they are 
currently treating this death as a homicide until the investigation proves otherwise. Anyone with 
information is asked to contact the West Lafayette Police Department at 765 775-5200 or the WeTip 
hotline at 1-800-78-

1-22 Ran Noon News (:37)

Officers say they first got a call a little after 1 this morning of a woman suffering from a medical issue. 
When police arrived, they found one woman dead with what seems to be a gunshot wound. Police are 
not releasing her identity at this time. Officers told News 18 they *have located a person of interest. 
They've been arrested on an unrelated warrant and currently sit in the Tippecanoe County Jail. LPD also 
wants you at home to know there is no danger to the public.

1-23 Ran Morning News (:34) 

On Tuesday January 13th, a man was shot and killed outside his home in Lafayette. This marked the first 
homicide of the year in Tippecanoe County. The following Wednesday, West Lafayette police responded 
to a shooting at an apartment complex. This case is being investigated as a homicide after the victim was 
found dead with an apparent gunshot wound.

2-3 Ran Morning News (:53) 

Tippecanoe County is leading the way for more High Tech Crime Units to be established across the state. 
People trained with the units are able to take electronic devices and process them for evidence in a 
crime.



2-12 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45)

A Purdue Fraternity has been issued a cease and desist order for violating the Protect Purdue Pledge. In 
a news release, the university says Alpha Tau Omega held a basketball watch party for new members on 
January 30th at the chapter house.

2-17 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:45)

Governor Eric Holcomb has made it a priority to outfit Indiana State Police with Body Cameras in 2021. I 
talked with ISP Superintendent Doug Carter and a body camera expert about why this process is more 
complicated than simply just adding the cameras to officers necessary equipment.

3-2 Ran 5 P.M. News (:56)

Right now, campus leaders and local health officials are looking into the party citing "COVID fatigue" and 
warmer weather. At one of the high rises, an estimated 125 people were reportedly packed into a 750-
square-foot unit. This is a direct breach of the Protect Purdue Pledge.

3-4 Ran 11 P.M. News (:55)

Lieutenant Randy Martin is accused of using excessive force and accessing sheriff's department 
documents without permission for personal gain. I talked to one of the people who was part of the 
excessive force report.

3-8 Ran 6 P.M. News (:48)

West Lafayette police Lieutenant Jonathan Eager says the activity is related to a long-term joint 
investigation between Lafayette and West Lafayette police departments and the Tippecanoe County 
Prosecutor's Office.

3-25 Ran 6 P.M. News (:51)

Wilson was deceased when police arrived to the Sagamore Parkway between Maple Point Drive and 
Brady Lane. He died of a by what police are calling a hit and run. As we previously reported Police 
suspect the vehicle has a larger frame, such as an SUV, van, truck or larger. Officers said the impact 
would have caused damage to the front of the vehicle.



Diversity

1-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:30)

LTHC President and CEO Jennifer Layton says at least four guests have tested positive since an outbreak 
began November 24th. Other guests were symptomatic or close contacts, which extended the lockdown 
period. The shelter is still serving the 140 guests who were already there at the time of the outbreak. 
However, it's not accepting any new clients until the quarantine is lifted on Monday.

1-1 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:28)

The world celebrated putting 2020 in the past last night but residents didn't just have bad things to say 
about it. Some see it as an opportunity to improve others admired people's resilience. As for resolutions, 
some have lofty goals like obtaining a college degree. Others just want to focus on small tasks every 
month. Adam Vanderwielen said 2020 was actually a good year for him. Despite the sadness the year 
brought, he found comfort in the simpler things in life.

1-2 Ran 11 P.M. News (:45)

This effort is mainly targeting key swing states like Pennsylvania, Georgia, Michigan and Wisconsin who 
narrowly voted for Joe Biden. Braun said today in a press release that this election "featured 
unprecedented allegations of voter fraud, violations and lax enforcement of election law and other 
voting irregularities" However Federal courts in those states and local investigations have found no 
evidence to support substantial voter fraud. Fellow Indiana Senator Todd Young is not on list of 
Republicans rejecting the votes.

1-3 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

The Tippecanoe County Health Department is taking steps to give one of its programs gets the attention 
it deserves. It's adding a harm reduction supervisor for Gateway to Hope. This person will be dedicated 
to the county's needle exchange program. That's something the department has never had before. 
Administrator Khala Hochstedler used to be in charge. However, she says the pandemic has shifted her 
focus elsewhere.

1-6 Ran 5 P.M. News (:38)

The districts are based off of 2020's census data. The statehouse deals with re-apportionment. This 
decides how many of the 435 Congressional Representative seats are allotted to Indiana. We currently 
have nine. They also redraw all of Indiana's districts. From the congressional and state districts, to city 
and county council districts. This will be State Representative Sheila Klinker's 4th time going through the 
redistricting process. She wishes the process had influence from more independent groups.

1-7 Ran Noon News (:45)

YWCA Greater Lafayette is working to help cut down on unemployment in Tippecanoe County. The non-
profit is launching a virtual workforce development program called STRIVE. Unemployed individuals will 
be able to log into free virtual weekly workshops. Participants will learn financial literacy, budgeting and 
ways of banking. They'll also be learning how to communicate effectively with others. People of color, 
domestic violence survivors and victims of bullying are the program's target audience.



1-7 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:43) 

The LTHC/LUM annex remains available in a new location. The old location was near the YWCA. 
The annex provided a few hours a day for people to receive meals, warm up, shower and charge their 
phones and was open 7 days a week for 12 hours a day. However, doors for the temporary annex aren't 
open right now. United Way CEO, Michael Budd says the annex will be an as needed resource.

1-7 Ran 11 P.M. News (:21)

A funeral procession will carry the body of a Lafayette Firefighter to his station house following funeral 
services on Saturday. The public is being asked to pay respects to Troy Trent, who was killed in a head-
on crash after leaving work on New Year's Eve. The procession will begin around four o'clock at River 
City Church on Beck Lane in Lafayette.

1-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:45)

That timing is important because it comes just after supporters of Republican President Donald Trump 
stormed the Capitol Building in Washington, D.C. earlier Wednesday. Tippecanoe County Democratic 
Party Chair Heather Maddox says she believes that's no coincidence. The bullets fractured the glass 
window of the front door and grazed the drywall inside the headquarters. But no one was inside and no 
one was injured during the shooting. And for now, the building's front door is boarded up with plywood.

1-10 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:41) 

Tomorrow the new TCHD vaccination clinic will open in Lafayette. And to add a special touch, the clinic 
will feature an inspiring mural by local artists. News 18's Peter Hulett gives us an inside look at how the 
project is coming. The clinic will open Monday at noon, those who take photos with the mural are 
encouraged to use the hashtag "Greater Lafayette Crushes Covid" on social media.

1-14 Ran 10 P.M. News (:48)

Baird also voted last week to object to the certification of election results in several key battleground 
states. Baird says Congress should focus on pandemic relief rather than impeaching President Trump 
shortly before his term ends. He believes Trump's claim that the election was stolen did not incite 
violence at the Capitol Building last week. And while he condemned the riots, he stopped short of 
characterizing the attack as an insurrection. He also described his decision to object the results in states 
like Arizona and Pennsylvania. He says election officials in those states bypassed their legislatures to 
enact new voting rules during the pandemic.

1-15 Ran 6 P.M. News (:43)

About 20-thousand National Guard troops are being deployed to the United States Capitol. That number 
includes about 620 members of the Indiana National Guard. As we've previously reported, Governor Eric 
Holcomb is also preparing for the potential of protests at the state capitol. But he says the number of 
Guard members in Washington, D.C. won't lessen the law enforcement response back home.



1-16 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45) 

The Beloved Community of Lafayette gave away masks today in both Lafayette and West Lafayette. The 
masks were given away in honor of Martin Luther King Day. Volunteers from various organizations 
joined together to hand out the masks. They gave out more than 15-thousand masks between their two 
locations. Reverend Annettra Jones, associate pastor at St. Andrew United Methodist Church was proud 
to give back to the community.

1-16 Ran 11 P.M. News (:54) 

The Pastor's Alliance of Greater Lafayette Indiana is hosting its annual Martin Luther King Day service on 
zoom and Facebook. The theme of this years’ service is "The Beloved Community MLK envisioned".
Featured speakers include Dr. Leah Gunning Frances, Dr. Leonard Harris, and Reverend Toby Sanders. 
The service will center on a similar theme to last year, chaos or community, the title of one of Dr. Martin 
Luther King's books. Reverend Rodney King, Pastor and Director at the Baptist Student Foundation at 
Purdue says building a community for all starts with dialogue.

1-20 Ran 11 P.M. News (:59) 

Local representative Shelia Klinker says she is happy with how Governor Eric Holcomb Addressed 
teacher pay in his state of the state address Tuesday evening. She says she was happy to see him discuss 
how the new state budget will add 377-million dollars schools across the state along with federal 
funding expected from pandemic relief. Along with that she liked how he mentioned the teachers 
compensation commission report which has put forward 37 ways to reduce costs to schools and 
increase teachers pay.  However, when Governor Eric Holcomb discussed industries that have been 
hardest hit by the pandemic she felt like he left out arts and entertainment.

1-21 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:35)

One IU Health Arnett doctor is being recognized for his life saving actions. Nearly a dozen patients 
who've suffered from a stroke within the last year can thank Dr. Marc Estes and his team for their 
recovery. News 18's Micah Upshaw shares his story.

1-28 Ran Noon News (:52) 

This as the state supreme court's order to postpone all jury trials until March 1st continues. Tippecanoe 
County Prosecutor, Patrick Harrington, says his office is rolling with the many punches COVID continues 
to throw. He says they are preparing for a flood of court appearances and trials to start in the spring. 
Normally, Tippecanoe County judges hear about 50 trials per year. After last summer's jury trial pause, 
he says they did about half of that amount in the span of four months.

2-2 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:45) 

We're at the Logansport Central Station on High Street here in town. We're giving away smoke detectors 
during our half hour show period from 5-5:30. And we'll do it again from 6-6:30. Make sure to get yours 
during those two half hour time periods. Remember we're only giving out one per car.



2-3 Ran 10 P.M. News (:50)

The child advocacy center accepted more than 24-thousand dollars today. LPD raised the money 
through its annual Foot Pursuit 5-K which took place last year. Foot Pursuit was the only city planned 
event in 2020. Through registrations and participation the event raised 5-thousand dollars more than it 
did in 2019. Sergeant Ian O'Shields says it's important to be there for kids in need especially during a 
pandemic.

2-8 Ran Morning News (:45)

17-year-old girl scout Lauren Kish launched this initiative in 2019. In order to receive her Golden Award, 
she had to create a sustainable community project. Kish said the idea for this project sparked from her 
family friend Sam. He was born with a disorder that effects his mobility and speech. Growing up, he was 
not able to use any of the park equipment here locally. These swings are designed to cater to kids with 
different abilities. They can be harnessed in and share the swing with a caregiver. Kish is happy for what 
this means for Sam and many other kids who've missed out for so long.

2-9 Ran Morning News (:55)

These virtual events include -- learning an African-language, virtual dance and music performances, and 
educational conversations on various racial-topics. B-C-C leaders are encouraging everyone to tune into 
to at least one event. They say this month is all about highlighting and celebrating the contributions 
Black people have made in the U-S.

2-18 Ran Morning News (:54)

This would provide workplace protections for expecting mothers. This is in an effort to reduce Indiana's 
high infant and maternal mortality rates. Indiana's current infant mortality rate is 6-point 8 deaths for 
every 1-thousand live births. Senator Alting's bill on this matter failed last session. But Governor 
Holcomb included it *again in his priorities for the year.

2-26 Ran Noon News (1:46)

A bill that is on its way to the Indiana Senate would repeal the law that requires a person to obtain a 
license to carry a handgun in Indiana.

3-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (:55)

In the use of force incident Lieutenant Martin has charges filed with the merit board saying he used 
unnecessary force against two people identified as Austin Switzer and Krista Phillips. He followed a 
vehicle to the McDonald's in Lafayette at 510 Sagamore Parkway North where I'm currently standing. 
When he got here he claimed the people involved where drunk and being combative.

3-4 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45)

We've already told you about how this backlog is affecting the Tippecanoe County Prosecutor's Office. 
But the sheer number of trials has a more far-reaching impact. And it's going to take a while to catch up.



3-9 Ran Noon News (:55)

Local NAACP branches across the U.S. are meeting at the statehouse currently for the organization's 
annual Indiana State Conference.

3-9 Ran 11 P.M. News (:54)

Wabash Township Trustee Jennifer Teising abruptly cancelled tonight's meeting with the fire 
department regarding her funding plan This was intended to be a private meeting.

3-10 Ran 5 P.M. News (:47)

Foster is 67 years old and has been missing time away from her grand kids. She says the vaccination felt 
no different than any other shot she had received.

3-11 Ran Morning News (:54)

In February, he requested his name be removed from the school's Athletic Hall of Fame. Sturgeon says 
while he's honored to have held that title -- he doesn't want to be associated with William Henry 
Harrison.

3-12 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:10)

For the first time, the Bharatiya Temple and Cultural Center will have a full time hindu priest. According 
to temple president Pritesh Patel his arrival is five years in the making.

3-26 Ran Noon News (:45)

The Asian Student Union Board at Purdue held a community discussion Wednesday night. Following the 
mass shooting in Atlanta, where 6 of the 8 victims were Asian.



Education

1-4 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:30)

As News 18 previously reported, students at Tippecanoe School Corporation will learn remotely until at 
least January 19th. Students at Lafayette School Corporation will return for in-person learning as soon as 
January 11th. West Lafayette Community School Corporation does not have plans for remote learning 
when classes resume January 7th. That's because the district's COVID-19 numbers are lower than 
surrounding schools', according to a statement to News 18. TSC Superintendent Scott Hanback says he 
thinks the remote learning period will offset a possible holiday surge similar to what he saw after 
Thanksgiving.

1-5 Ran 11 P.M. News (:45)

It was clear based off of tonight's agenda items that the WLCSC school board wants to keep growing in 
more ways than one. Construction on the junior senior high school and keeping COVID protections for 
staff were all approved tonight. The board also formally approved the new diversity task force.

1-6 Ran 10 P.M. News (1:44)

Superintendent Michele Starkey says they feel a bit more prepared for this second semester after 
getting through the first semester successfully. Like many school districts, they found the virus wasn't 
spreading very much within the school. And that most students and staff came in contact with COVID 
outside the school.

1-9 Ran 6 P.M. News (:50)

Tippecanoe School Corporation is celebrating its winter graduates today.
58 graduates between McCutcheon and Harrison High School turned their tassels and received their 
diploma's today. Families were able to attend the ceremony wearing masks. These graduates completed 
their high school course requirements a whole semester early. And had to have at least 90-percent 
attendance this past semester. Harrison grad Jasmine Bagsby says doing it during a pandemic was hard.
But it is also made the achievement that much better.

1-11 Ran Morning News (:45)

TSC is providing the students and education-aids -- and River City is providing the space. The community 
center is welcoming students of Mayflower Mill and Southwestern Middle School. They can come to the 
community center to get extra help with homework for free. There are several education-aids available 
to assists students. Principal Shannon Cauble says this is essentially a pilot program. If it works well, they 
will continue offering this service for kids.



1-14 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:34) 

According to the Indiana State Department of Health Tippecanoe County is now "red" This means 
there's a high level of community transmission. The question is how concerned are local leaders about 
students returning in the county's current state. Tippecanoe County Health Officer Dr. Jeremy Adler says 
the county's population increases by about 40,000 when students are here. However, Dr. Adler says that 
Purdue has an aggressive surveillance-testing program under its Protect Purdue initiative. Adler says 
even though students are returning he's hopeful.

1-15 Ran 5 P.M. News (:48) 

Students at one of Purdue's Polytechnic High Schools are about to reach a crucial milestone. The first 
Indianapolis location is set to have more than 100 seniors graduate this May. These schools aim to make 
more low-income, first generation youth ready for higher education at Purdue. In addition, Purdue built 
a scholarship fund to resolve economic factors that might keep students from enrolling. President Mitch 
Daniels says this is a year they've all been waiting for.

1-18 Ran 6 P.M. News (:60)

The Spring 20-21 semester is officially underway at Purdue University. Students are back on campus 
after campus being empty for about two months. As News 18 previously reported, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas Break were combined. When students left campus for Thanksgiving, they did *not return to 
finish in-person classes. Purdue University President, Mitch Daniels, says the university learned a lot 
from the fall semester. He believes the fall semester proved that the university can manage pretty well. 
According to Daniel's annual open letter, attendance at many in-person classes quote "fell short for 
Purdue standards."

1-26 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:20)

A leaked email from a Clinton County high school has parents looking answers. Clinton Prairie Junior 
Senior High School leaders sent an email reminding teachers to abide by the federal Title-Nine law. It 
requires fair treatment towards transgender students. News 18's Marvin Bills has the story.

2-3 Ran 10 P.M.  News (1:06)

This comes as new data shows that student infections of COVID-19 are rare in the classroom when 
everyone is wearing a mask. According to Indiana State Health Commissioner Dr. Kristina Box only about 
three to five percent of COVID-19 infections occur in classrooms. This new data is prompting the state to 
change it's definition of a close contact exposure.

2-15 Ran 10 P.M. News (:33)

Purdue releasing a statement this evening stating that all in person classes should be canceled or moved 
online for tomorrow Tuesday, February 16th. The statement suggests that all non-essential personnel 
should not report to campus tomorrow as the snow continues to fall on and around campus. We will 
continue to update you on the University's operations as we get into the morning hours on air and on 
our website.



Transportation and Infrastructure

1-1 Ran Noon News (:55)

Good afternoon Marvin and happy new years. We spoke with several drivers this morning who all said 
roadways have been slick. But the freezing rain has started to transition to just rain. Now, roads are 
starting to get better here across Greater Lafayette. The ice will continue to melt as the day progresses.

1-1 Ran N5 P.M. News (:45)

The routes were designated last winter under a city ordinance. They target streets that become 
problems when it snows. These include high traffic roads such as State Street, Cumberland Avenue, 
Lindberg Road and Grant Street. Street Commissioner Ben Anderson says it's important people move 
their cars from these routes whenever it snows.

1-7 Ran 5 P.M. News (:55)

As we reported last January, a study was done to see which facility needed an expansion. The jail would 
have cost about 32-million dollars. Community corrections would have been 8 to 9 million. Instead, both 
facilities are adding new spaces for 16-million dollars. County corrections will add areas for addiction 
programs. A new building next to the jail will house administrative positions. That opens space for 
programs to help inmates stay out of jail. Sheriff Bob Goldsmith says it's a better solution than adding 
beds.

1-5 Ran 5 P.M. News (1:58)

It's a hot topic amongst members of Logansport Landmarks, a volunteer organization that advocates for 
historic preservation in Logansport. I am near the Historic District of Logansport. Perry Rennewanz was 
appointed to the Historic Preservation Commission by Mayor Chris Martin late last year. It was that 
appointment that caused members of Logansport Landmark to start talking.

1-8 Ran 5 P.M. News (:47) 

Safety measures were increased after someone drove a truck into the courthouse in 1998. More 
precautions were taken after 9-11. Commissioner Tracy Brown says safety is a priority. The building now 
has 11 bailiffs. The number was increased by one in the 20-21 budget. Brown doesn't believe any 
additional funding is needed to increase security.

1-11 Ran Noon News (:21)

In case you missed it, A Lafayette staple came tumbling down on Saturday. Arconic demolished its 
smokestack and boiler house located by the entrance of the facility. The structures have not been in 
service in more than 20 years. And the company decided to remove them. Check out this video sent to 
us by Paris Payne.



1-12 Ran Morning News (:30)

There's a traffic alert for drivers who take Interstate 65. The Indiana Department of Transportation says 
multiple 15-minute closures will start taking place this week. It's set to start overnight on Wednesday 
and will last until Sunday morning. Crews will be placing electrical lines above the interstate. The 
closures will take place between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m. Indiana State Police will help with the closures. The 
work schedule could change in the event of bad weather.

1-13 Ran 6 P.M. News (:40)

According to LPD Sergeant Ian O'Shields, officers tried to stop Trent on 19th street. Police say he drove 
off at high speed. Officers did not pursue, and he crashed into the home. The homeowner was there at 
the time of the crash - but was not injured. O'Shields says Trent left the scene on foot and was later 
arrested. He was taken to an area hospital for non-life-threatening injuries. Police say alcohol was a 
factor in the crash.

1-18 Ran 5 P.M. News (:59) 

County commissioners are submitting a proposal for a 250-thousand-dollar grant to add internet 
hotspots to low- and moderate-income neighborhoods. The grant is the third phase of pandemic relief 
efforts by the Indiana Office of Community and Rural Affairs. Grant facilitator Sharon Hutchinson says 
the hotspots could be located at common areas such as schools and community centers.

1-20 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:46)

A 76-year-old man died last night at this home in the 400 block of West Market Street. Investigators say 
there were no working smoke detectors inside the home. Logansport Fire Chief Rick Bair says the man 
was found facedown in the upstairs bathroom and died from smoke inhalation. His 72-year-old wife 
escaped the home and was treated and released at a nearby hospital. Bair says this is the death since a 
string of fatal house fires in Cass county in 2018 that left at least eight people dead. That's when the fire 
department began canvassing neighborhoods to check and install smoke detectors.

1-22 Ran 10 P.M. News (:43) 

It will be located in the 600 block of Main street. Currently the location is pay parking lot that sits across 
the street from Lafayette Brewing Company. The 5 story building will have 98 apartments with Studio, 1 
and two bedroom apartments available. There will also be 10,000 square feet of retail space available as 
well. It will also have a parking garage with 114 spaces available. Most of those spots will be for the 
apartments but some of it will be for the retail space and the public. Dennis Carson the Economic 
Development Director for Lafayette says adding more retail space and apartments is good for business 
and the downtown community. 



1-25 Ran 11 P.M. News (:33)

President Mitch Daniels has a goal of bringing commercial air service to Tippecanoe County. He went 
over the plans with the Purdue Senate this afternoon. He says State Street renovation has led to the 
build up of the Discovery Park District and the Aerospace District. All have brought jobs, people and 
prominent corporations to West Lafayette. And have contributed the county's population growth.
President Daniels wants to pursue federal grants to help bring commercial flights to the Purdue Airport. 
However, population size dictates that ability.

1-29 Ran Morning News (:48)

On your screen now is the lobby of the new wellness center. Each room is designed with people of all 
ages and abilities in mind. All these different features are thanks to participation from the public. The 
city of West Lafayette sent out several surveys asking the community what they'd like in a public center. 
Mayor John Dennis says they received great feedback. Now he's encouraging people to get their 
memberships. The facility is opening to the public tomorrow at 8 a.m.

1-30 Ran 6 P.M. News (:45)

We are out on the roads here in Tippecanoe County and conditions are starting to get a bit treacherous. 
We've heard of multiple slide offs since the snow began coming down. I'm trying my best to keep my 
eyes on the road because conditions are getting slick. You're best bet is to just stay home unless it's 
absolutely necessary.

2-2 Ran Noon News (:60)

LFD says a 3 foot radius is needed to ensure that the fire hydrant is operational. Additional time spent by 
firefighters looking for hydrants could take away time needed in an emergency. Assistant Chief of Fire 
Prevention Brian Alkire says it's not something many people think about. However, clearing snow away 
from a fire hydrant could save lives. 

2-3 Ran Morning News (:53)

Purdue University makes up 40-percent of the wastewater treatment plant's customer base. When 
Covid-19 caused the university to cancel classes -- this created a ripple effect for the treatment facility. 
Fewer utilities were in use, which means the facility brought in less money. And with less money, it's 
made it harder to fund the projects needed to improve services for its customers. Utility director Dave 
Henderson is hopeful now that students are back on campus. He says campus activity will hopefully help 
cut down the cost of this potential rate increase. 

2-5 Ran 6 P.M. News (1:35)

Opposition is gaining energy against a bill regulating wind and solar farms in Indiana. News 18's Joe Paul 
reports why officials in Tippecanoe and White counties are pushing for local control.



2-25 Ran 6 P.M. News (:41)

On your screen now is what the cameras look like. It has two main functions -- one being motion 
detection. These cameras can see 360-degrees around an intersection. So it's able to detect cars that 
approach the light -- and trigger the signal to change accordingly. The other function is to capture traffic 
footage to help improve overall traffic flow.

2-26 Ran 10 P.M. News (:44)

If you got gas at Sam’s Club in Lafayette on Tuesday or Wednesday of this week and are having issues 
with your car you aren't alone.

3-1 Ran 6 P.M. News (:62)

A controversial student housing project is no longer happening in Tippecanoe County.

3-8 Ran 11 P.M. News (1:35)

A bill working it's way through the state house would repeal Indiana's wetland protections. This bill has 
support from the Indiana Builders Association.

3-18 Ran 6 P.M. News (:55)

The intersection of Ninth and Kossuth streets will be closed for one month for stormwater 
improvements.

3-26 Ran 5 P.M. News (:55)

Current customers can select electronic billing to get their water and sewer bills via email. City officials 
say the service is convenient, quick, and environmentally friendly. Customers with an online utility 
account profile can go to their Account Summary to find Bill Delivery Preferences and choose email.


