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AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS and HEALTHCARE 

 

Purdue announces plans for a 980 acre aerospace tech park to attract new business and create 

learning opportunities for students.  A more than four million dollar expansion of a Warren 

County manufacturing facility gets underway.  News 18 takes on a special report examining the 

effects of Alzheimer’s Disease.  With heavy and consistent rainfalls, the second quarter brings 

viewers an intense struggle on the farming front as crop losses range into the hundreds of 

millions of dollars.   An increase in population is helping create thousands of new jobs in 

agriculture-related fields. News 18 reports what areas will see the biggest boost over the next 

five years.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4-1-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 2:17) 

For months critics said the deal to bring a new power plant to Logansport was too good to be 

true.  A plan for an 800 million dollar power plant in Logansport, generating 150 megawatts of 

cheap power. An agreement that would say it would be financed entirely by a private sector and 

no city utility workers would lose their jobs. But for the second time in two years an agreement 

for a power plant in the city was not met. 

 

4-1-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The second annual Medication Take Back Event will be put on by Meals on Wheels and the 

Drug Free Coalition of Tippecanoe County. They're also getting help from the Purdue College of 

Pharmacy and the Lafayette and West Lafayette Police Departments. Throughout the day 

Saturday, you can drop off the meds at three locations. They are accepting everything from pills 

and liquids to syringes and pet medication. Organizers say it's a healthy practice that anyone can 

join. 

 

4-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

Purdue experts are forecasting that Indiana farmers will grow less corn this season and will use 

more acres to grow soybeans. News 18's Amber Hardwick reports on why growers are making 

the switch.  

 

4-3-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Three Lafayette manufacturers announce plans to cut their workforces. News 18's Holly 

Campbell reports what global trends could be impacting local manufacturing industries.  

 

4-9-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Many local businesses, restaurants and healthcare providers met up today at the Greater 

Lafayette Commerce Business Expo. More than 100 businesses set up booths at the event this 

year. The theme was 'Build, Connect, and Inform.' The expo gives businesses and organizations 

an opportunity to show the public what they have to offer. City Bus outreach coordinator Katy 

Dietrich says it's also a great way to network with other businesses. 

 

4-9-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

As severe weather season is upon us. A local business offers a way to stay safe when the storms 

hit. Family Guard Storm Shelters in Lafayette sells and installs above ground and underground 

shelters.  The business started in 20-13 and has sold more than 30 shelters since they opened. 

The price for a four person underground shelter including installation is just over $4,900. 

Company co-owner Daniel Timmons says it is never too early to prepare. 

 

4-13-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 

Hundreds of people gathered at the Indiana Statehouse today to oppose a bill that would repeal 

the common construction wage. The IBCA represents more than 4,000 Hoosier contractors and 

is fighting to keep their wages in place. 

 

 

 

 



4-13-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

It's been a coffee shop, a bar. And now it's been redesigned as a bistro. The new restaurant on 

River Road in West Lafayette is open for business. The Town and Gown Bistro officially opened 

today.   

 

4-14-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40) 

Purdue's Military Family Research Institute announced its partnership with the National 

Departments of Defense and Agriculture to benefit military families. The Military Family 

Research Institute is a part of Purdue's Department of Human Development and Family Studies. 

The partnership will allow Purdue students and faculty to travel overseas to conduct several 

projects that deal with a variety of issues that come with military life. The goal is to help the 

Department of Defense strengthen military families in areas such as early education and marital 

counseling. Officials say they are hoping to get the most out of the Department of Defense's 

programs. 

 

4-15-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :29) 

Purdue's Annual Spring Fest is happening this weekend Every April, Purdue opens its doors to 

the public to learn more about the different departments on campus. Agriculture. Technology and 

Engineering are some of the schools being featured.  

 

4-18-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Fifteen breweries were on hand today for the fourth annual TAP for TAF. Hundreds of people 

met atop the second street parking garage to sample beer from all across the Hoosier state. Craft 

beer drinkers also got to enjoy pretzel necklaces and games like corn-hole and ladder ball.  

Brewers say the event has come a long way since its inception just four years ago. 

 

4-21-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 

Purdue announces plans for a 980 acre aerospace tech park to attract new business and create 

learning opportunities for students. Nearly 1000 acres just south of Purdue University's campus 

will be the new home of the Purdue Research Park Aerospace District. Purdue University 

Airport, Lafayette Aviation and surrounding labs will all be included in the new park.  

 

4-21-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Franciscan Saint Elizabeth East in Lafayette is now a primary stroke center. The accreditation is 

both an accomplishment and a verification that the hospital uses the best practice to take care of 

stroke victims. Saint Elizabeth East offers a treatment called T P A for stroke victims which if 

used in time can help limit or prevent permanent damage. Officials say it is important to know 

the symptoms and warning signs of a stroke and to get to the hospital quickly. 

 

4-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

A more than four million dollar expansion of a Warren County manufacturing facility is 

officially underway. It's a four point three million dollar project that will add 10 to 15 jobs and 

turn the Kuri Tec manufacturing facility in Williamsport into a major logistics hub for the 

corporation.  

 

 



4-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Local business owners are hearing pitches form students that could tweak the layout of 

downtown Lafayette. Today 17 Purdue students were at MatchBOX Coworking Studio to show 

off their Parklets designs for a half dozen business. Parklets are miniature parks that can be 

brought to a city. Each parklet is designed to complement the theme of a business. 

 

4-28-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 

Only three percent of corn in Indiana has been planted thanks to cool, wet weather. News 18's 

Holly Campbell explains experts say a later than normal start to the planting season may not 

impact yields this fall 

 

4-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :24) 

Senator Joe Donnelly is re-introducing legislation to reduce prescription drug and heroin abuse. 

Donnelly and Republican New Hampshire Senator Kelly Ayotte's bill would improve 

prescription practices, beef up funding for police, and train first responders to administer 

overdose reversal drugs. It's similar to a bill the pair introduced last year. But Donnelly says this 

year's HIV outbreak in southern Indiana underscores the need. 

 

4-29-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 4:40) 

An estimated five-point-one million Americans 65 and older have Alzheimer's disease. About 

200,000 are under the age of 65. And for every person with Alzheimer's it's estimated up to four 

people are serving as caregivers. News 18's Holly Campbell has a look at what it's like living 

with Alzheimer's Neil and Barbara Maitland have been married 25 years.  

 

5-4-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :24) 

Tippecanoe County Sheriff Barry Richard says he wants his deputies to start carrying the heroin 

antidote Narcan. The medicine can reverse the side effects of an opiate overdose. Richard says 

he thinks this is a good step as heroin overdoses increase in the county. The sheriff's office 

would be the first police agency in the county to carry Narcan. Richard says he is getting 

feedback from the agencies who already carry the antidote. 

 

5-6-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 

The owner of the largest economic development investment in White County files for Chapter 11 

bankruptcy protection. The 350 million dollar plant in White County just opened in September. 

The plant produces iron ore pellets which are shipped elsewhere and turned into steel. 

Magnetation announced on Tuesday that it had secured a commitment of 135 million dollars to 

reorganize under Chapter 11. But officials tell News 18 no jobs at the Magnetation plant in 

Reynolds are at risk. 

 

5-7-18 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:47) 

The Purdue Farmers market is open for the season. Today's beautiful weather made opening day 

successful.  New 18's Kayla Sullivan has the story. 

 

 

 



5-7-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

A group of unions steel workers is gathering in downtown Lafayette to protest a congressional 

bill they say will cost American jobs. Members of the USW Local 115A held signs in front of 

Congressman Todd Rokita's office on South Street in Lafayette. The signs read -- Stop Fast 

Track.  Fast Track refers to legislation in the US Senate which protesters say will rush trade 

agreements with other countries without debate. One of these agreements is the Trans Pacific 

Partnership which increases commerce with countries in Asia and South America. Protester 

Doug Herr says these types of trade laws allow companies ship jobs overseas in order to pay 

lower wages.   

 

5-11-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45) 

An increase in population is helping create thousands of new jobs in agriculture-related fields. 

News 18's Holly Campbell reports what areas will see the biggest boost over the next five years.  

 

5-11-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A global ranking places Purdue University in its top five. Purdue's Colleges of Agriculture and 

Forestry ranked fifth in the latest Q S Global Ranking. The British company has released 

rankings the last three years for the top agriculture and forestry colleges. The ranking is based on 

a school's research citations.. Academic reputation and employer reputation. Dean of Agriculture 

Jay Akridge says the ranking validates all of the hard work from students and faculty. 

 

5-13-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

 A federal survey found more than 40 percent of bee colonies have died since last summer. Local 

beekeepers have seen significant loss. News 18's Kelly Roberts reports how modern techniques 

could be contributing to the loss. Honeybees. They pack a powerful sting, but they also help 

pollinate nearly 70 percent of our food. They are also dying at a rapid rate. A federal survey says 

more than 40 percent of honeybee colonies have died since August 2014. Indiana Beekeepers 

Association Representative and local beekeeper Mike Schluttenhofer saw a 60 percent die off 

 

5-17-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The expansion of the Healthy Indiana Plan or HIP 2.0 was announced one year ago. The hospital 

will host two HIP 2.0 seminars this Wednesday May 20th. Governor Mike Pence got a waiver to 

expand HIP instead of expanding the Medicaid program in the state. HIP 2.0 allows for more 

than 300 thousand people to sign up. Franciscan Saint Elizabeth Health Vice President of 

Marketing and Business Development Lisa Decker says the free seminars will help people 

understand if they are eligible for the plan or not.  

 

5-21-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A new law allows counties to come together to attract new business to a region. State Senator 

Ron Alting sponsored the bill. He says this initiative will help small towns that struggle to attract 

new business.   

 

5-22-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Veterans' mental health issues were the topic of a special summit in Kokomo today. The North 

Central Indiana Area Health Education Center hosted its second annual Veterans Mental Health 

Summit at the Kokomo Event and Conference Center. Healthcare providers, behavioral health 



providers, and employers learned about topics like military culture and suicide prevention. The 

goal of the summit is to help mental health professionals better understand the specific needs of 

veterans. 

 

5-22-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Thousands of West Lafayette residents and businesses remain under a boil advisory. One area 

business isn't letting it slow down operations.   

 

5-28-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Local Cardiovascular healthcare could see some improvements due in part to a one-point-three 

million dollar federal grant. Purdue Healthcare Advisors is an outreach initiative through the 

university. In a partnership with Northwestern University known as Healthy Hearts in the 

Heartland, Purdue will use technology to create a new more efficient health database.  

 

5-28-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

Indiana has its lowest unemployment rate in 7 years. News 18's Samantha Thieke reports area 

leaders say the state's job growth is reflected here in Greater Lafayette. Greater Lafayette 

Commerce President and CEO Scott Walker says the goal is simple. 

"The goal is to grow this economy through the addition of those types of jobs. Those economic 

based jobs that require a higher talent and skill set and the people who can fill those jobs." 

According to Lafayette Economic Development Director Dennis Carson things are looking up 

for the Greater Lafayette economy especially in the area of manufacturing. 

5-29-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Changes in healthcare at the Tippecanoe County jail go into effect next week. More skilled 

nursing hours, a doctor and an emphasis on mental health are at the heart of those changes. News 

18's Holly Campbell reports. 

 

5-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:13) 

There may be disappointed 4-Hers showing poultry this year because of the Bird Flu. Live birds 

are now banned from all Indiana county fairs this summer including the Indiana State Fair. News 

18's Amber Hardwick tells us why there is a ban and what one county plans on doing to make 

this year's fair educational for 4-Hers. Amber: Barns at the Carroll County Fairgrounds may be 

sitting empty for now. But by mid-July animals will fill them up except one barn will sit empty 

during the fair. Carroll County Extension Educator Andrea Brown says this year birds will be 

banned from all county fairs around the state. 

 

6-2-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:45) 

As news 18 recently reported, when your stolen items are sold to a pawn shop, Indiana law 

protects the pawn shop. Victims are asking legislators to reconsider that law. Pawn shops worry 

that would hurt business. Law enforcement says pawn shops work with them to help catch 

criminals.  State Representative Sheila Klinker sheds light on what she thinks law makers should 

consider.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan has the story. 

 

 



6-4-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Heavy rain is causing problems for area farmers. Standing water may result in farmers having to 

replant corn in parts of their fields. News 18's Amber Hardwick reports what one Purdue expert 

says about the situation and what growers need to consider if they do have to replant crops. 

 

6-5-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25) 

A new business in Lafayette hopes it will drive you up a wall. Climb Lafayette is now open. It's 

located on Dale Drive, near the intersection of Sagamore Parkway and Veterans Memorial 

Parkway. The new climbing gym will offer group parties.as well lock ins and free climbing 

sessions. If you would like more information on Climb Lafayette head over to WLFI- dot- com 

and click on this story. 

 

6-10-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 29) 

The County fair isn't the only thing affected by bird flu. So is your wallet. Egg prices across the 

country are on the rise. At supermarkets in some areas, the price has tripled. According the 

Department of Agriculture .regional wholesale prices are 3 to 23 cents higher per dozen. The 

United Egg Producers say more than 35 million hens have died to the flu outbreak. 

 

6-10-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20) 

County 4-H fair season is underway with the Warren County Fair taking place this week. Today 

was the sheep show in Warren County and tomorrow will be the swine show. Tonight at 7 p-m 

country music singer Levi Riggs will be performing. The concert will be free and open to the 

public.Although the fair has plenty of animal shows, project and a large carnival officials say it's 

the people that make this fair special. 

 

6-11-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast Duration 1:50) 

Indiana is targeting the state of Connecticut for economic development. It's the latest episode in a 

growing battle between two states. You might remember that when Illinois raised taxes.. Indiana 

began advertising there in an effort to get jobs to move here. Jim Shella reports it's doing the 

same thing in Connecticut -- but this may be a little more personal. 

6-14-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Residents may have noticed more door-to-door solicitors in their neighborhoods. But there are 

some things local law enforcement want people to consider. News 18's Samantha Thieke reports 

what to look for before you answer the door. 

 

6-15-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Some local workers in the manufacturing industry are without a job this afternoon. Oerlikon 

Fairfield in Lafayette is laying off approximately 50 full-time members of its workforce. The job 

cuts are effective at the end of this week. According to vice president of human resources Jim 

Mills, general business conditions led to the layoffs. He adds that there are no long-term 

concerns for the company. Fairfield manufactures gear and drive solutions for off-highway 

vehicles and industrial machinery. 

 

 

 



 

6-18-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20) 

The owners of a Delphi business are giving back to those affected by recent flooding. Hometown 

Shirts and Graphics co-owner Mark Mendel says he wanted to do something to help his 

community. So he began giving away t-shirts and sweatshirts to those in need. Most of the shirts 

are misprints. But he says if they run out, he will give out new shirts if someone is in need. 

 

6-18-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

The Coldwell Banker Shook Real Estate agency celebrated its 100th Anniversary in Lafayette 

this evening. The agency was founded in 1915 by Robert Shook and has been in business and run 

by the same family for a century. A party was held at the agency to celebrate the company's 

success in the community. Rain this afternoon forced the party inside after it was scheduled to be 

an outdoor event.  Officials say the company owes its success to the hard work of the employees 

and the support of the community. 

 

6-19-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:47) 

Preparations are underway right now for one the area's biggest summer festivals. Thousands of 

people will be heading to downtown Lafayette tomorrow for the Taste of Tippecanoe. And as 

News 18's Dustin Grove reports, even some businesses that aren't a part of the event see it as a 

big opportunity. 

 

6-19-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

The flood water in Jasper County is not only affecting homes, but also businesses. News 18's 

Amber Hardwick spoke with one business owner who has not been able to work in his shop for 

about a week. 

 

6-23-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 27) 

Purdue officials broke ground today on a 50 million dollar project in the Research Park. At 

Kalberer and Yeager roads, the ceremony kicked off construction on the Indiana Manufacturing 

Institute. It will be dedicated to researching carbon fiber composites and making light weight 

energy saving materials more available in major like the auto and aviation business. Officials say 

aside from bringing in more major companies to West Lafayette. The institute will also benefit 

students. 

 

6-23-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 50) 

This road this construction is an inconvenience to the businesses and people that need to travel 

from point A to point B and utilize this road. So what we can do what we are wanting to do is 

offer any incentive that we can anything to make it hassle free for the customer. The one lane 

traffic isn't going to be over anytime soon. Right now, construction workers are working on the 

wall inside the median. Once the wall is complete traffic will move into the southbound lane. 

Workers will start removing the northbound lane concrete. The project manager says recent rain 

has delayed the project a little but they are still close to staying on schedule. Restore Sagamore 

should be completed by July of 2016. 

 

 

 



 

6-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:31) 

Whether you're a weekend gardener or a full-time farmer, the prospect of pests wiping out your 

crop is not a good feeling. For decades, catching and counting bugs was very low-tech, but News 

18's Alex Maragos learns about a new trap generating some buzz. 

6-26-15 (During the five o’clock Broadcast, Duration: 34) 

Ag experts say this month's heavy rains and flooding have already reduced the value of Indiana's 

crops by nearly 300 million dollars. That damage could escalate with more wet weather. Purdue 

Ag economist Chris Hurt says the projected corn and soybean harvest for the state has dropped 

about five percent since the heavy rainfall began earlier this month. He says 15 percent or more 

of crops in some counties are in very poor condition. Some parts of northern Indiana have seen a 

foot or more of rain during June.  Indiana has had only four days this month during which it 

didn't rain somewhere in the state. 

 

6-29-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2: 00) 

Time is running out for farmers to get their fields planted this year. As we first told you last 

week, this months' heavy rains have already cut the value of Indiana's crops by nearly 300 

million dollars.  News-18's Dustin Grove is live from Tippecanoe County with the tough 

decisions some farmers are now facing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CRIME 
 

A Lafayette man is sentenced to 12 years in prison for robbing a Burger King and locking the 

employees in the refrigerator.  A shooting in Lafayette leaves one person dead.  An incident 

involving a Cass County jailer led to his lock up at the very place where he worked.  Purdue 

police investigate a sexual assault.  A bank is robbed in Monticello and News 18 speaks with 

those who witnessed the crime.  A body is found wrapped up on the sidewalk in Lafayette.  A 

White County man pleads guilty to the murder of his sister and mother.  In Frankfort, city leaders 

target one neighborhood at a time to combat crime and blight.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

4-3-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :20) 

Lafayette police have released a surveillance photo of a man they believe is behind three armed 

robberies at Village Pantry stores last month.  

 

4-10-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 1:20) 

A robbery suspect is dead after leading police on a high-speed chase that ended in White County 

last night. It started in Watseka, Illinois when the suspect reportedly hijacked a NAPA truck 

from a woman making deliveries took her hostage and made his way into Indiana.  

 

4-14-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35)   

It happened just after six near the intersection of North 12th Street and Greenlee Street. That’s a 

couple of blocks from the Lyn Treece Boys and Girls Club. Investigators believe some kind of 

altercation between several men broke out and shots were fired. There have been no reported 

injuries but several shell casings were found. Also, a vehicle passing by was struck by a round.  

 

4-15-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A drug arrest could be the first of its kind in Jasper County. Deputies were called to a dead end 

on County Road 880 West. That's where items used to make methamphetamine were dumped. 

Deputies say an SUV was parked and then began driving erratically. They pulled the vehicle 

over and found meth. 38 year old Richard Lockard of Rensselaer and 25 year old Kelly Stoffle of 

Cedar Lake were arrested. 

 

4-18-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35)                                                                               

Lafayette police are looking for a man and woman after a CVS was robbed this afternoon. It 

happened just after 4:15 p.m. Police say two people went into the CVS Pharmacy on Old U.S. 

Highway 231 and gave an employee a note demanding property. Then, the people left the store 

with an undisclosed amount of property. Police describe one person as being a middle aged white 

female wearing a dark colored sweatshirt and khaki pants.  

4-19-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :45)                                                                                   

Around 11:45 p-m Police were called to the area of South 16th and Perdue Streets. Officers 

found several shell casings in the 1500 block of Perdue St. One home with people inside on 

South 16th Street was struck with multiple rounds. No injuries were reported. Police say at this 

time they do not have any information to help identify the people involved.  

4-19-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

The Vermillion County Sheriff's Office received a call around 5 p.m. Sunday a man was 

shooting a gun across Depot Street into the area of baseball fields in Perrysville. Police arrested 

James Whitaker for criminal recklessness with a firearm and discharging a firearm across a 

roadway. Whitaker is currently in the Vermillion County Jail without bond. Police say nobody 

was injured in the incident, and Whitaker was not directly threatening anyone. 

 

4-21-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :50)                                                                                   

A shooting in Lafayette leaves one person dead.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports police believe 

the victim knew the person who did this. 



4-24-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :40) 

Two men are arrested after West Lafayette police say they broke into a home in the 3000 block 

of Wakefield Drive early Thursday morning Around 3 a.m. Thursday, police say the 

homeowners heard someone in the house and called 911.  

 

4-29-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:00) 

A former Lafayette surgeon once charged with attempted murder is on the run tonight. 49-year-

old Gregory Konrath was supposed to be in Lafayette having his computer repaired. But around 

six o'clock last night Konrath removed his in-home detention tracking device and is believed to 

have fled the area.  And with Konrath on the loose those who helped lead police to a conviction 

are worried about revenge. 

 

4-29-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35)                                                                                                                        

A former White County pastor was arrested on charges of child molesting today. 45- year- old 

James Crawn of Idaville was arrested by sheriff's deputies shortly after eight this morning. White 

County Sheriff Pat Shafer tells News 18 that during the course of the investigation Crawn was 

the pastor of Faith Baptist Church in Idaville but he is no longer a pastor at that church. Crawn 

was arrested on two counts of child molesting, one count of child solicitation and one count of 

sexual misconduct with a minor. Crawn bonded out of jail earlier today. 

 

4-30-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :36) 

A body is found wrapped up on the sidewalk in Lafayette. Police found the body shortly after 7 

this morning after a man walking by called it in. It was laying here horizontally wrapped in some 

sort of tarp or tent. Lafayette police confirmed it was a man's body but aren't able to say much 

else. 

 

5-1-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :33) 

A Lafayette man is facing decades behind bars for trying to kill a woman last summer. Today 55 

year old Richard Burke was sentenced to 36 years in prison. In March, he pleaded guilty to 

attempted murder in exchange for other charges being dropped Last summer, police were called 

to an apartment on Main Street after neighbors heard a domestic dispute. When officers arrived, 

they found a 59-year old stabbing victim who still had the scissors in her body. 

 

5-1-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :48)  

Just a week before his trial, 23-year-old David Rodenbarger pleads guilty but mentally ill to two 

counts of murder and one count of confinement. The charges stem from the 2013 murders of 

Rodenbargers seven-year-old sister Jilian Haskins and 41 year old mother Michelle Haskins. 

Autopsy reports showed both died from multiple stab wounds. The plea agreement calls for an 

80 year sentence in prison. Rodenbarger has been treated for mental illness while in custody. 

 

 

5-7-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

A Frankfort woman accused of beating a 73-year-old taxi driver in November has filed a guilty 

plea. 19 year-old Nellie King is charged with robbery resulting in serious bodily injury, 

aggravated battery and criminal confinement.  

 



5-8-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :27) 

A woman is in custody for allegedly robbing Kathy's Kandies on Main Street this morning. The 

suspect has been identified as 43 year-old Amber Lynn Crank. She was booked at the 

Tippecanoe County Jail for "robbery with a deadly weapon" and theft. Witnesses say she came 

into the store around 9 am with a knife and got away with some money. Police say she left in a 

blue Buick and was caught shortly after leaving. No one was hurt.  But store owner Kathy 

Logsdon feels a little shaken.   

 

5-5-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :36)  

An incident involving a Cass County jailer led to his lock up at the very place where he worked. 

Sheriff Randy Pryor tells News 18 that deputies were called to Wade Miller's home in Walton 

last weekend, where neighbors had reported hearing fights for several days. There, they found a 

woman who accused Miller of handcuffing her and trying to have sex with her repeatedly. Miller 

was arrested and faces preliminary felony charges of sexual battery, strangulation and criminal 

confinement. He has since been released. Miller had worked at the jail for eight years, but the 

Sheriff says he has now been fired. 

 

5-11-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:10)  

Lafayette police are called to a reported armed robbery on the city's south side. News 18's Holly 

Campbell joins us live at Advance America Cash Advance on Beck Lane with the latest. Robbed 

at gunpoint. Man had a hoodie covering his face. Got away with an undisclosed amount of 

money. Came from the west side of the store and left heading that direction. No injuries, no 

arrests.  

 

5-13-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:00) 

Our top story this midday, The Wells Fargo Bank on Main Street in Monticello is robbed early 

this morning. News 18's Krista Henery is live on the scene with the latest. Law enforcement have 

one in custody, and said the investigation continues after a Wednesday morning robbery in 

White County, Ind.  Monticello Police Department and Indiana State Police are on scene of a 

reported robbery at Wells Fargo bank, 1000 Main St., in Monticello. Authorities told News 18 

one man was caught as he was fleeing the scene. Reporting live in Monticello, Krista Henery 

News 18. 

  

5-14-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :33)   
Purdue police are investigating a sexual assault that reportedly happened early Tuesday morning. 

The University says that it was reported by a female student yesterday evening. Purdue police are 

working with West Lafayette officers. Officials say the investigation is ongoing on a number of 

fronts including determining where the crime occurred. There is currently not a description of the 

person or people who may have assaulted the student.  

 

 

5-17-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15)  

A wanted fugitive surrendered himself peacefully after a more than three hour standoff with 

police Saturday But although Marcus Bramlett is behind bars law enforcement is investigating 

how he was able to evade police.  

 



5-17-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Lafayette Police are looking for a woman they believe robbed a CVS Pharmacy the same one 

robbed one month ago. 

 

5-20-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30)  

An escape suspect is in serious condition after injuring himself while in custody at the 

Tippecanoe County jail. Just two hours after his first court appearance for allegedly punching a 

deputy and stealing her squad car. Marcus Bramlett was in the hospital with serious head 

injuries. And it was all caught on camera.  News 18’s Holly Campbell reports. 

 

5-22-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :47)  

Purdue police need the public's help finding a father and his two children. The three are wanted 

in connection to the theft of a cash box from an Amazon location on campus. According to 

police, arrest warrants for conspiracy to commit theft have been issued for Donald Scaife, 

Darlene and Donald Javon Scaife. Earlier this month investigators say Darlene was working at 

the Amazon site at Earhart Hall through a temporary employment agency.  

 

5-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:00)  

For the second time this month, a CVS location on US 231 was robbed. Lafayette Police 

Sergeant Rich Dexter says a man and a woman walked into the CVS and demanded drugs from 

the pharmacy. Dexter says the man and woman claimed to be armed but no weapons were 

displayed.  

 

5-24-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A man wanted on several warrants in three counties led police on a multi-county chase before 

being arrested this morning. The chase came to a stop on Country Road 850 South in White 

County. White County Sheriff Pat Shafer says the truck led police on a chase through White, 

Newton and Jasper counties. The driver of the truck, 24-year-old Cary Tatman of Goodland was 

arrested after he crashed the truck in a home's front yard. Shafer says he was wanted on warrants 

in Newton and Marshall Counties and well as in Iroquois County, Illinois. Two other passengers 

in the truck were not wanted on any warrants. They were released at the scene. 

 

5-26-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20)  

Alicia Rawls remains in jail this afternoon. She's accused of threatening her ex-girlfriend with 

two knives at the AOK Campground last night. She was arrested on a preliminary charge of 

attempted battery with a deadly weapon.  

 

5-26-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)   
Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery at a home near Columbian Park late last 

night.  Officers say three people went into a house on the 19 hundred block of Scott Street 

around 10:15 and demanded money or drugs. Three victims were inside the home at the time. 

One of the robbers showed a handgun and all three got away with an undisclosed amount of 

money. No one was injured. 

 

 

 



5-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)  

Police have few leads in solving a hit and run incident that injured a pedestrian. It happened 

Friday morning on Poland Hill Road. Lafayette police say the victim. Andrew Bonte was found 

in a ditch by a neighbor. Officers say Bonte has a broken leg but friends tell News 18 he also has 

a broken vertebra.  A headlight cover from what police think is a Ford Explorer was found at the 

scene. But beyond that they don't have many clues.  

  

5-27-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  

Lafayette police were called to the AT&T store on Sagamore Parkway near Teal Road just 

before eight this evening. Investigators say a man walked into the store grabbed several phones 

away from an employee and jumped in a getaway car. The store manager gave a description of 

the vehicle and the direction it was heading to police. Officers tracked down the car and arrested 

a man and a woman a short time later near Concord Road and Veterans Memorial Parkway. Two 

people are arrested after a robbery at a Lafayette cellphone store. 

 

5-28-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 37)  

A Lafayette man is sentenced to 12 years in prison for robbing a Burger King and locking the 

employees in the refrigerator. 33-year-old Robert Beliles pleaded guilty last month to "robbery 

while armed with a deadly weapon." The robbery happened last October at the Burger King on 

Old U-S 231. While two employees were locked into a walk-in refrigerator a third was able to 

run to a nearby gas station to call 911. According to court documents the robber asked for the 

assistant manager by name. A manager told investigators the robber could be Beliles who is a 

former employee. Beliles later told prosecutors he robbed the Burger King to get money for 

drugs. 

 

5-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)   
A Lafayette man faces serious accusations, including holding a knife to a woman's neck and 

threatening to kill her47-year old Steven Freeman is charged with felony intimidation and battery 

with a deadly weapon. The charges stem from an incident at an apartment on Greenbush Street 

on Sunday. Lafayette Police say when they arrived at the scene, the alleged victim showed them 

the knife and it had a clump of hair stuck to the blade. She said she feared Freeman was going to 

kill her, so she locked herself in the bathroom and called 911.Freeman is in the Tippecanoe 

County Jail. 

 

5-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35)  

The sun is shining kids are getting out of school and summer finally feels like it is here to stay. 

But police say with the increase in temperatures comes an increase in crime.  

 

6-4-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:00) 

A man is sentenced in Clinton County for the 2013 stabbing of a woman and her great-

granddaughter outside the Frankfort Public Library.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports, the 

victims' attorney says the family is happy to move on.   

 

 

 

 



6-10-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:15) 

A Crawfordsville woman is in police custody after stabbing her boyfriend and then fleeing the 

scene, only to crash her car into a tree with her two small children inside. Crawfordsville police 

said it happened just before 1:30 at a home in the 19-hundred block of Delaware street in 

Crawfordsville.     

 

6-11-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

A former Lafayette surgeon accused of breaking free from home detention and going on the run, 

says he's not guilty.  Gregory Konrath appeared in Miami Superior Court by video today and 

pleaded not guilty to escape. 

   

6-11-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Lafayette police need the public's help finding a man wanted on warrants for several criminal 

charges.  28-year-old Kyle Balser is the subject of this week's Fugitive Search. 

 

6-12-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 

Attorney General Greg Zoeller stops in Lafayette while promoting Indiana's new Victim 

Advocates' Network.  Its main purpose is to help those affected by violent crimes, like domestic 

violence or human trafficking. 

 

6-15-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Investigators with the West Lafayette Police Department are turning to video evidence to help 

them solve two weekend robberies they believe are related. 

 

6-15-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Kokomo Police are investigating a fatal shooting involving a police officer and a 17-year-old 

female. 

  

6-15-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A former Purdue student accused of trying to strangle another student with a phone cord has 

been found competent to stand trial.   

 

6-18-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Lafayette police need the public's help finding a man wanted on a warrant for burglary.  24- year- 

old Ryan Cunningham is the subject of this week's Fugitive Search. 

 

6-19-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

A man was hit over the head and robbed last night on the corner of Chauncey Avenue and Wood 

Street.  This marks the third attack and robbery in West Lafayette this week.  They all have one 

thing in common: The victims were walking alone.  News 18’s Kayla Sullivan reports.  

 

6-22-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

James Bixler has been sentenced for the murder of 54- year- old Rick Couch.  Bixler has been 

sentenced to 27 years in the Department of Corrections and three years of supervised probation. 

 

 



6-22-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

Crawfordsville police are looking for 36- year- old Ruben Loyo after an early morning stabbing 

on the 1,000 block of Broadway Street.   

 

6-22-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A Lafayette man is sentenced to more than a decade in prison in connection to a shooting last 

May.  Joshua Allen was sentenced to 12 years behind bars after pleading guilty last month to 

"battery by means of a deadly weapon" and "unlawful use of a firearm." 

 

6-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

In Lafayette, police are looking for the man who robbed a Village Pantry this morning.  Around 

5:00 a.m. police say a man showed a gun to a clerk at the VP on South Ninth Street and 

demanded cash. 

 

6-24-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 
A woman accused of beating and trying to rob a Frankfort taxi driver, has reached a plea 

agreement.  22-year-old Brenda Garcia pleaded guilty to one felony count of attempted robbery 

resulting in bodily injury.  

 

6-24-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

In Frankfort, city leaders target one neighborhood at a time to combat crime and blight.  News 

18's Brittany Tyner reports some residents want to help. 

 

6-25-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Lafayette police need the public's help finding a man wanted on a warrant for several charges, 

including battery on law enforcement.  37-year-old Derek Brady is the subject of this week's 

Fugitive Search. 

 

6-26-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 

An update now to a robbery we reported here Tuesday on News 18 This Morning.  Lafayette 

police now have 21-year-old Forrester Marshall is custody for the crime. 

 

6-26-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

One of the three people accused of robbing a man who answered an online escort ad has 

admitted her involvement in the crime.  20- year- old Larissa Catron pleaded guilty on 

Wednesday to Robbery While Armed with a Deadly Weapon. 

 

6-30-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :20) 

One woman is recovering this morning after she was found with stab wounds.  It happened just 

before midnight near 21st and Perrine Streets. Lafayette police say this was likely a domestic 

dispute.  No arrests have been made and it is still an open investigation.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



DIVERSITY 

 

Lafayette Police and the YWCA are working together to provide easier access for victims of 

domestic violence or sexual assault.  During the first annual Purdue Day of Giving donors gave 

7.5 million dollars. Many volunteers helped spruce up the Greenbush Cemetery. News 18 talks 

with volunteers and organizers of the event.  Frankfort firefighters take time to thank some local 

businesses that donated money for new equipment.  The YWCA of Greater Lafayette prepares 

for the 14th annual Clay Bowl Giving Project.  Food Finders Food Banks starts preparations for 

its summertime food program.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4-1-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :36) 

A grassroots movement's goal was to collect 500 blankets to give to those in Lafayette who 

needed them over the winter. But, that number was blown out of the water. Cover Lafayette 

ended last month on the first day of spring but donations of warm clothes and blankets are still 

coming in. Project coordinator Julie Pope says by March, four thousand blankets were collected. 

As News 18 previously reported the blankets were put in bins outside First Class Clutter in 

Downtown Lafayette, anyone could come and take as many blankets as they want. Pope says it 

was a "no questions asked" policy. 

 

4-7-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :22) 

The YWCA of Greater Lafayette is ready for the 14th annual Clay Bowl Giving Project. More 

than 20 local potters will produce hundreds of bowls to sell for the YWCA's Domestic Violence 

Intervention and Prevention Program. Lunch will also be served from 11 AM to one PM and 

dinner will be served from five to seven PM. Organizers say there is even a discount for Purdue 

students. 

 

4-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 

During the winter, people often go to Food Finders Food Bank looking for food assistance, 

because a lot of their money is going to the electric bill to heat their homes. Food Finders Food 

Bank in Tippecanoe County serves 3,300 students in 16 counties during the school year. The 

backpack program allows kids to take backpacks of food home during the weekend when they 

are not getting free meals at school. 

 

4-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 

The White County Boys and Girls Club continues to grow. And now for the first time, they'll be 

offering hours during the summer.  

 

4-9-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :20) 

Ivy Tech students were doing some spring cleaning at the Lafayette Family YMCA today as a 

part of Ivy Tech's Day of Service project. Volunteers washed walls and cleaned things inside the 

building.  This is the second year that Ivy Tech has partnered with YMCA for the Days of 

Service in Lafayette.  YMCA leaders say they are grateful for the students' service. 

 

4-11-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 

For many people in Uganda a drink of clean water can be hard to come by. But a group of Ivy 

Tech students is working to change that by collecting pairs of shoes. 

  

4-12-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast’ Duration :25) 

In recent years YWCA Greater Lafayette has seen cuts in funding. However this year the 

organization is receiving a crucial grant. The local YWCA received a nearly 224 thousand dollar 

grant from the Susan G Komen Foundation. Executive Director Debi DeBruyn says in years past 

the grants have been cut.  This is the second year in a row the YWCA has received the same 

amount. DeBruyn says the money helps screen low-income women for cancer. 

 

 

 



4-17-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Frankfort firefighters take time to thank some local businesses that donated money for new 

equipment. The fire department displayed its new turnout gear that was paid for in part by 

donations. Eight local businesses made monetary contributions to the department totaling more 

than 34 thousand dollars.  Another business donated a Roll-N-Rack., a piece of equipment that 

will automatically roll up firehoses.  Firefighters say they are thankful to have local industries 

that are invested in the community. 

 

4-23-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A Columbia University professor was in town this afternoon to lead a discussion about diversity. 

Derald Sue was at Ivy Tech today for Greater Lafayette Commerce's Diversity Summit. The 

summit is held every two years. This year's the theme was macroaggression. Macroaggressions 

occur when well- intentioned people do things subconsciously that have racial undertones. Sue 

says these actions aren't meant to be harmful. But occur because a person has been condition by 

his or her social environment. 

 

4-24-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Students from Attica Elementary and Junior-Senior High Schools competed in an animal food 

drive. Each class competed to see who could raise the most dog and cat food for the local Paws 

'N' Claws Animal Shelter. Paws 'N' Claws board member Tricia Hargen says the shelter is 

closing in January, but they are trying to raise money for a new building. She says food 

donations really make a difference for Paws 'N' Claws. 

 

4-26-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

During the first annual Purdue Day of Giving donors gave 7.5 million dollars. Organizers are 

hoping to see even more than that this year. Purdue Day of Giving is a 24 hour online 

fundraising event. Each hour there will be some friendly competition to keep people engaged and 

give people the chance to win prizes.  Last year more than 6,000 donations helped reach that 7.5 

million dollar mark.  Organizer Amy Noah says this year there has been more time to advertise 

about the day. 

 

4-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :33) 

A project that would bring the YMCA to Ivy Tech's campus advances to the next round of a 

nationwide competition. Intersection Connection is now a quarterfinalist in America's Best 

Communities, a contest put on by Frontier Communications. Using several partners, the project 

plans to make Ivy Tech an educational hub, from pre-school through college. Sixty five thousand 

dollars are coming in as a result of moving on, with semifinalists announced early next year.  

Frontier's Mike Boebinger says the money will help them get ready for the next round. 

 

5-2-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Get your motor runnin' and head out on the highway to the Indiana Veterans' Home. The 3rd 

Annual Vettes for Vets took place today featuring over 100 Corvettes. The Lafayette Corvette 

and Star City Corvette clubs paid their entry into the show by giving donations to the Veterans' 

Home. Donations included cash, shoes and other miscellaneous items. Public Relations Director 

of Star City Corvette Club Jill Molter-Baumis says she is happy so many people are giving to the 

veterans. 



 

5-6-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :26) 

The 23rd annual National Association of Letter Carriers Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive will take 

place this Saturday. Local letter carriers will collect non-perishable donations for Food Finders 

Food Bank. You may remember, we interviewed Food Finders head Katy Bunder about the drive 

earlier this week on News 18 at Noon. Last year, the event collected 64,000 pounds of food and 

this year's goal is 70,000 pounds. Donations can be left at mailboxes through next week. 

 

5-9-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The second annual Old National Bank "one-hundred men who cook" was held at the Purdue 

Memorial Union tonight. This statewide charity event hosts one-hundred local men to cook up 

their best tasting and best looking food for hundreds of tasters. The tasters then tip their favorites 

and the tip money goes to help the Lafayette Family YMCA give area fourth graders free 

memberships. YMCA director Paul Kramer says it's great to see so many people support this 

new event. 

 

5-12-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

In Attica, there’s no power cords or internet needed for a program that officials say is bringing 

up test scores. Instead it's all through the power of music. News 18's Brittany Tyner reports a 

violin program at the elementary school is teaching kids more than just how to play a new 

instrument. 

 

5-15-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Bob Rohrman Subaru shares the love with Loving Heart Animal Shelter in Lafayette. Five 

national charities were chosen as part of the Subaru Share the Love event. The shelter was 

chosen as the local charity of choice this past winter.  For each car that was sold, 250 dollars was 

donated to the organization of the customer's choice. About 85 percent of the donations went to 

the Loving Heart Animal Shelter.  Rohrman Subaru matched 20 percent of what was raised 

bringing the donation to more than 20- thousand- dollars. 

 

5-17-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

Many volunteers helped spruce up the Greenbush Cemetery. News 18's Kayla Sullivan talked 

with volunteers and organizers of the event. They say the day is more than just cleaning up the 

cemetery. 

 

5-18-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 

Local student Michael Wolfe is waking up today knowing his school is behind him. McCutcheon 

High School held a Color Run to support bone marrow donations for the 16 year old, who has 

been fighting leukemia. Students ran laps through colored chalk and learned how donating bone 

marrow saves lives. Indiana Blood Center volunteer Barb Irwin says events like this break the 

misinformation associated with this vital gift. 

 

 

 

 

 



5-20-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:42) 

The school year is winding down and Food Finders Food Bank is prepping its annual Summer 

Food Service Program. Which helps kids receive free lunches while school is out.  
 

5-30-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Families came out for fun at the summer block party in Market South Plaza. It's the first year for 

the event.  Local businesses in the area wanted to help and get involved in the community.  

Proceeds went to the YWCA.  
 

6-4-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Tippecanoe County Relay for Life is pushing back its donation deadline after severe weather 

shortened its run this weekend.  More than two thousand people came out to Lafayette Jefferson 

High School Saturday to raise money for the American Cancer  Society. 

 

6-4-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Lafayette Police and the YWCA are working together to provide easier access for victims of 

domestic violence or sexual assault. 

 

6-12-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Purdue University's College of Veterinary Medicine is developing a nation-wide after-school 

program. The vet school has run a similar program at the Hanna Community Center for the last 

two years. 

 

6-13-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 

As News 18 has previously reported, birds will be banned from all Indiana county fairs this year 

in order to prevent the spread the bird flu.  The decision by the Indiana Board of Animal Health 

upset many 4-H members.  Tippecanoe County's 4-H poultry kids decided to take a positive 

approach to the ban.  News 18's Kayla Sullivan reports what this 4-H group is up to. 

  

6-13-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The hot and wet weather wasn't affecting the Cass County relay for life.  Cancer survivors, 

family members and those who are remembering the ones they have lost, gathered at the 

Logansport Ivy Tech.  This annual walk is aimed at raising funds for cancer research and also to 

raise awareness about screening and prevention. 

 

6-16-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

The largest food pantry in a 16 county area is in Tippecanoe County.  In a year Food Finders 

Food Bank will take over the pantry.  But As News 18's Kelly Roberts reports, in the meantime 

organizers don't know if they can meet the growing need. 

 

6-19-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

A 90 year old building in Lafayette is getting a nearly 150-thousand dollar makeover.   News 

18's Krista Henery takes us to the Tippecanoe Arts Federation building, where the goal of the 

renovations is to make the building more of a community gathering space. 

 



6-26-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

There's a new place to play basketball in Lafayette.  Today the YMCA along with several 

community partners celebrated the grand opening of two new basketball courts at the Tippecanoe 

County Fairgrounds.  The courts were funded by contributions, cash and in-kind donations. 

 

6-28-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The Loving Heart Animal Shelter in Lafayette hosted an adoption cookout today.  The 

community was invited to the Athlete Factory to take a look at animals up for adoption.  Local 

businesses chipped in to provide free food and drinks for the event. 

 

6-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Friends and family are mourning the loss of a friend and a coach who passed away over the 

weekend.  Former West Lafayette High School swim coach Richard Wachs died of cancer on 

Saturday at the age of 68.  Wachs coached the Red Devils boys and girls team for 40 years. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EDUCATION 

 

All of the schools in the West Lafayette Community School Corporation receive four stars from 

the Indiana Department of Education.  The Bauer Community Center and the Tippecanoe School 

Corporation are planning to expand their head start program from two schools to four this year.   

The Purdue Board of Trustees is working to expand the number of degrees students can obtain.  

In the Tippecanoe School Corporation, Southwestern Middle School is getting close to reopening 

after being hit by a tornado in November 2013.  Ivy Tech is launching a new two- week course to 

help incoming students adjust to college.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4-1-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :39)   

A two-hundred-thousand dollar grant from the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation is helping gifted 

Native American students realize their potential during a summer program at Purdue University. 

The Gifted Education Resource Institute camp hosts about 500 middle and high school students 

from around the world. The students are encouraged to explore subjects they are most passionate 

about including fine arts, math and engineering. Purdue Education Professor Marcia Gentry says 

Native American students living on reservations are unlikely to ever attend college. She says this 

program gives them a chance to experience a higher-learning environment.    

 

4-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)   

Nursing students at the Lafayette Ivy Tech are collecting shoes to help provide clean water in 

African villages. This is the third semester that Ivy Tech's Students for Nursing Excellence have 

collected used shoes. The shoes are given to the non-profit organization Waterstep, which 

refurbishes and sells the shoes in Africa. The money collected from the shoes help provide clean 

water system for villages.Vice President Bill Sudlow says without fresh water these villages are 

susceptible to disease 

 

4-9-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  

A bill that would likely end State Schools Superintendent Glenda Ritz's time as State Board of 

Education Chair also passes out of committee. Today the House Education Committee voted to 

advance a proposal that would allow the board to choose its own chairman, a position now held 

automatically by the person in Ritz's job. Opponents call the move a political power grab that 

undermines voters who elected Ritz in 2012.Supporters say it's necessary to address a 

"dysfunctional board”. The bill now goes to the full House. 

 

4-10-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  

The Purdue Board of Trustees is working to expand the number of degrees students can obtain. 

Today they met in Indianapolis and voted to recommend approval of a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Transdisciplinary Studies in Technology. Trustees are also proposing master's and PhD 

programs in environmental and ecological engineering. If approved, they would be the first 

graduate-level programs in environmental engineering at a public institution in Indiana. Those 

recommendations now go to the Indiana Commission for Higher Education. 

 

4-11-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40)   
A new report says Indiana's school voucher program is still trying to discover its capacity as 

programs in other states start to see demand level off. The Indiana University Center for 

Evaluation and Education Policy compared voucher programs in Indiana, Ohio, Wisconsin and 

Louisiana. It found despite increases in the number of vouchers available, enrollment has started 

to level off and there are more scholarships available than students seeking them. The research 

team says requirements parents provide transportation, additional fees and other rules may be 

contributing to the drop. Indiana's program began in the 2011-2012 school year. Nearly 30,000 

students are participating this year. 

 

 

 

 



4-12-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50)  

"What Remains" was the theme of this year's Greater Lafayette Holocaust Remembrance 

Conference. And as News 18's Samantha Thieke reports, it was a time to reflect on the legacy 

left by Holocaust survivors.  

 

4-13-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)  

The Bauer Community Center and the Tippecanoe School Corporation are planning to expand 

their head start program from two schools to four this year.  The Bauer and the TSC Head Start 

program currently offer free pre-school to Dayton and Mayflower Elementaries. With the 

expansion. TSC will now offer Head Start pre-school at Battle Ground and Woodland 

Elementaries. Educators say offering more preschool will help to better educate the children. 

 

4-14-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :36)   
Purdue's Military Family Research Institute announced its partnership with the National 

Departments of Defense and Agriculture to benefit military families. The Military Family 

Research Institute is a part of Purdue's Department of Human Development and Family Studies. 

The Military Family Research Institute is a part of Purdue's Department of Human Development 

and Family Studies. The partnership will allow Purdue students and faculty to travel overseas to 

conduct several projects that deal with a variety of issues that come with military life.  

 

4-16-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :20)  

Next week, Ivy Tech students and community members will march to eliminate domestic 

violence and sexual assault. Take Back the Night is a national event taking place next 

Wednesday at colleges across America. The march will follow a student project display and rally 

on Ivy Tech's campus. Students will share their past stories of violence and messages of hope. 

 

4-20-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :33)  

A Lafayette church is starting its own college for future pastors. River City Leadership College 

will begin classes this fall at First Assembly of God. The college is will offer an associate's 

degree in Bible and a bachelor's degree in church leadership. First Assembly will also offer 

housing and opportunities for students to intern at the church. The college is partnered with 

Southwestern Assembly of God University in Texas. Senior Pastor Robby Bradford says it's an 

opportunity for students to get the same education, closer to home and at half the cost. 

 

4-23-15 (During the morning news broadcast, Duration 3:15)   
When you think college, four-year, public universities like Purdue probably come to mind. But 

the full-time student at these schools is no longer the norm. The non-traditional student has now 

become the most common classmate. In part one of Rethinking Higher Education, News 18 This 

Morning shows you the new face of college.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4-23-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  

A Columbia University professor was in town this afternoon to lead a discussion about diversity. 

Derald Sue was at Ivy Tech today for Greater Lafayette Commerce's Diversity Summit. The 

summit is held every two years. This year's the theme was macroaggression. Macroaggressions 

occur when well- intentioned people do things subconsciously that have racial undertones. Sue 

says these actions aren't meant to be harmful but occur because a person has been condition by 

his or her social environment. 

 

4-24-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 3:45) 

This morning we continue our in-depth look at college in Indiana.  It's becoming more of a 

necessity as jobs that require only a high school diploma continue to dry up.  A bachelor's degree 

is still a worthy pursuit, but millions of college hopefuls aren't able to take classes full-time.  

News 18 This Morning looks at how different schools meet the needs of the 21st Century 

student. 

 

4-27-15 (During the morning news broadcast, Duration :30) 

Speaking of scholarships, Purdue Day of Giving organizers hope to raise even more money 

during this year's 24-hour window.  On Wednesday, the school will hold its second Day of 

Giving. Last year the school brought in 7.5 million dollars, mostly from online donations. Each 

hour there will be some friendly competition to keep people engaged and give them the chance to 

win prizes. Organizer Amy Noah says more time to promote the day should mean more money 

for the school 

 

4-27-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  
After school districts complained about problems with the ISTEP test this year the Indiana 

Department of Education says those issues are not widespread. The ISTEP testing window 

opened last week and runs through May 15th. On Friday more than 113,000 tests were 

completed. Through Friday the total number of tests taken online was more than 305 thousand. 

According to the DOE, of those less than one percent of test-takers saw an interruption. Officials 

urge schools who experience problems to submit a report. 

 

4-28-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :36) Several schools across Tippecanoe 

County are being recognized as some of the best places to get an education in Indiana. Today 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Glenda Ritz announced the winners of the Four Star School 

award for the 2013 - 2014 school year. In Lafayette, St. Lawrence, St. Mary's, Central Catholic, 

Faith Christian, Murdock and East Tipp all received the award. To achieve the designation, a 

school must place in the top 25th percentile of schools in two ISTEP based categories, as well as 

earn an "A" in the state's accountability system. It takes a team effort to bring home the win. 

 

4-28-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :28) 

Purdue University's Cancer Center is receiving a five year, eight million dollar extension. The 

renewal comes from the National Cancer Institute. The money will be used to support research 

and to recruit new faculty members. Purdue is one of only seven centers to specialize only in 

Laboratory research .The NC I also awarded the center an outstanding rating for its work the past 

five years. Director Timothy Ratliff says receiving the rating validates the work and results from 

their faculty. 



 

4-28-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Community Schools of Frankfort has announced its partnership with Frito Lay and Ivy Tech to 

offer scholarships for graduating seniors. Officials announced today that 6 scholarships will be 

offered to Frankfort High students interested in manufacturing jobs. Winners will be able to take 

two Certified Production Technology courses which count as college credit and are only offered 

in the summer at Frankfort's Ivy Tech campus. The scholarship opportunity is expected to be 

offered every year. 

 

4-28-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :50)  

A new state budget deal will slow down funding cuts to some school districts while providing 

additional funds to charter schools.  

 

4-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :37)  

One of the most watched items on next week's primary ballot in Frankfort doesn't involve any 

candidates. If the referendum gets the majority of votes it would mean a hike in property taxes. 

Chairman of the Friends of Frankfort Schools Political Action Committee Don Rusk says the 

increase will be about 42 cents per 1 thousand dollars of assessed property value. On average 

that's about 110 to 115 dollars a year. Those planning to vote no say they can't afford any more 

taxes, however Rusk says those voting yes see it as an investment. It's a referendum allowing the 

Frankfort Community School Corporation to raise 30 million dollars for high school renovations. 

 

5-3-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20)   
A 90-year-old Lafayette resident finally achieves a goal he's wanted to accomplish all his life 

earning a bachelor's degree. News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on the soon to-be Purdue 

graduate. 

 

5-4-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)  

Superintendent Rocky Killion started off tonight's school board meeting by recognizing that all 

schools in the corporation received four stars from the Indiana Department of Education. West 

Lafayette high school was also ranked the second best public school in Indiana by US News & 

World Report. 

 

5-7-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45)   
Governor Mike Pence says that a new state budget backs up his promise to make the 2015 

Session of the General Assembly an "education session." The governor signed that budget into 

law today. Jim Shella reports Pence held a ceremony today that may have had something to do 

with rebuilding his image. 

 

5-10-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

 More and more people are choosing Ivy Tech for education. There's been a 26 percent increase 

in graduates over the last two years. News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on what local Ivy 

Tech students and officials believe has contributed to the increase. 

 

 

 



5-12-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

New technology is coming to Lafayette's Tecumseh Junior High. The school board voted this 

evening to buy 1,100 tablets for all 7th and 8th graders to use. The tablets cost about six to seven 

hundred dollars each. The board is using a 4 year lease to buy the tablets then recouping the costs 

through textbook fees.  Superintendent Les Huddle says Tecumseh isn't getting rid of textbooks. 

It’s getting an additional resource that goes deeper than a book. 

 

5-13-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 6:00) 

For two centuries the foundation of education has revolved around the so-called 3 R's, reading, 

writing and arithmetic. But for about a third of the area's school districts a 4th R, religion is also 

offered. We're talking about children giving up recess or even instructional time to learn about 

God in a way that organizers hope may even bring them into a relationship with God. 

 

5-13-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30)   
In the Tippecanoe School Corporation, Southwestern Middle School is getting close to reopening 

after being hit by a tornado in November 2013. Tonight the school board voted to re-open 

enrollment at Wea Ridge Middle School to TSC students who live outside Wea Ridge's 

boundary lines.  That's because Southwestern will be moving out this summer after using Wea 

Ridge as home for the last 18 months. School officials say lifting the moratorium gives middle 

school parents flexibility 

 

5-13-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25)  

Tonight TSC announced that Michael Gabauer will be the new principal at Wea Ridge 

Elementary School. 

 

5-14-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :47)    
Another year of ISTEP testing is almost over. But it's been another year of glitches for the 

Tippecanoe School Corporation. Assistant Superintendent Christy Fraley says students 

experienced multiple problems with the test. Those problems include computers freezing and 

getting locked out of the test.  She says schools rely heavily on the assessments. But the glitches 

also put a lot of pressure on students.  Fraley says after three years of problems it's time for 

something to change. 

 

5-14-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25)  

Purdue University's plan to freeze tuition for a fourth year moves forward. A Board of Trustees 

committee endorsed the measure today. Along with it could come a merit pay increase for 

employees and a higher entry level wage for clerical and service staff. News 18's Brittany Tyner 

reports it will take some planning to make it all possible. 

 

5-19-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 

Ivy Tech is launching a new two- week course to help incoming students adjust to college. 

Launch to Success will teach students how to use the school email, manage their time and 

transition them into college courses. Students will receive one credit for the course. They will 

also receive a deduction if they take at least two classes the following semester and average a C 

or better. Academic Skills Advancement Chair Kristin Oakes says the course runs prior to the 

start of the summer and fall semesters. 



 

5-22-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :20)  

Mintonye Elementary School is turning gardens into classrooms. The school received more than 

2 thousand dollars in grant money to buy tools, flowers and vegetable seeds. The garden used to 

be a butterfly garden but was ruined in the 2013 tornado which also heavily damaged the school. 

Teachers hope students take their outdoor education home. 
 

6-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The number of people applying to Purdue University continues to rise and the tuition freeze 

could have something to do with it.  President Mitch Daniels says it had been difficult to transfer 

to Purdue.  So the university has taken steps to make that easier 

 

6-2-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

A Cass County coalition is looking for ways to increase the number of local people with some 

form of post- secondary education. Nearly 70 people met at the Logansport Ivy Tech campus 

today for the Cass County College Success Summit. The goal of the summit is to find better 

ways for people to acquire the right education and certifications for available careers. Indiana 

Commissioner for Higher Education Teresa Lubbers also attended. She says educators and 

employers need to work together to promote post-secondary education. 

 

6-3-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 22) 

Ritz was in West Lafayette this morning for a State Board of Education Meeting. The meeting is 

one of two that are held annually outside of Indianapolis. Five new Board members were 

appointed at today's meeting while those leaving were recognized for their contributions. Board 

member Gordon Hendry says they are excited for what new members might help them 

accomplish. 

 

6-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A Tippecanoe County high school prinicpal is resigning.  Principal Al Remaly is leaving after 

leading Harrison High School for two years.  The Tippecanoe School Corporation says they are 

sorry to see him go but respect his decision to leave for personal reasons. 

 

6-18-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 25) 

Purdue itself is expanding *its presence in Indianapolis. President Mitch Daniels was in Indy 

today to announce the creation of Purdue Polytechnic Indianapolis High School. The charter 

school is designed to help inner- city students succeed in the STEM disciplines, science, 

technology, engineering and math.  

President Daniels says it will give students a better chance and provide a pipeline for Purdue. 

 

6-22-15 (During the eleven o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Parents of Lafayette schoolchildren could see a little savings this fall thanks to energy savings 

within the Lafayette School Corporation. As News 18 has already reported the district has saved 

more than a million dollars since it started its energy savings program about 18 months ago. At a 

board work session tonight. Superintendent Les Huddle presented plans to spend about 175 

thousand dollars of those savings to greatly reduce the material fees in classes like art or 

photography. 

 



6-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 

Elementary students are getting a jump start on an engineering education. At Li'l' Mavs 

Engineering Camp hosted by the McCutcheon robotics team.  Students in grades two through 

five learn about structural engineering by building towers. Electrical engineering by learning 

about batteries. And recycling among other things. This is the second year for the summer camp. 

The camp is full for this year but there is time to get on the waiting list for next summer. The 

same camp will be offered to sixth through eighth graders next month. 

 

6-27-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

The Duke Energy Academy at Purdue University completed its fourth year educating high 

school students about energy sciences and engineering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

West Lafayette Board of Works approves a 200 thousand dollar payment from INDOT for a new 

trail.  The Indiana Department of Transportation says a White County bridge deck replacement 

project will close a stretch of State Road 18 between Brookston and Delphi.  A nearly 120 year 

old bridge has new life in Carroll County.  A number of trees along Interstate 65 in Tippecanoe 

County have been cut down as the construction project to add a third lane begins.  A Purdue 

University Fraternity is getting a brand new seven-million dollar building.  Tate and Lyle is 

planning a four-point-two million dollar expansion to a warehouse at its south side facility.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4-2-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 

Currently, West Lafayette dispatchers are housed with Tippecanoe County at the sheriff's office.  

But they could soon be calling Purdue University home.  News 18’s Brittany Tyner reports. 

 

4-6-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :20) 

Legal fees for Logansport are adding up.  Last week, a judge ruled in the city's favor in a court 

case involving residents who were annexed against their will back in 2013. 

 

4-7-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

A multi-million dollar road project in Lafayette is one step closer to getting underway.  The 

Board of Works awarded a three-point-seven million dollar bid to Milestone Contractors to get 

started on the Old Romney Road project. 

 

4-7-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 

West Lafayette Board of Works approves a 200 thousand dollar payment from INDOT for a new 

trail.  It will start on Soldier's Home Road, follow Sagamore Parkway over the bridge and 

connect with Lafayette trails. 

 

4-12-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The Indiana Department of Transportation says a White County bridge deck replacement project 

will close a stretch of State Road 18 between Brookston and Delphi.  INDOT officials say the 

bridge over Spring Creek in White County will receive a deck replacement.  State Road 18 will 

be closed during construction between County Road 300 East and Springboro Road. 

 

4-13-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

The Bauer Community Center and the Tippecanoe School Corporation are planning to expand 

their Head Start program from two schools to four this year. 

 

4-14-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 

Before it moves the first train on the Hoosier State Line, Iowa Pacific railroad is unveiling its 

plans for the route.  President Ed Ellis says it's important to keep the line running and wants to 

improve the service for passengers.  His company takes over the Indianapolis to Chicago route 

next month in a partnership with Amtrak. 

 

4-15-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

White County and several landowners affected by a proposed annexation by Reynolds, have filed 

a lawsuit against the town, trying to stop its plans.  The Reynolds Town Council approved 

annexing 296 acres of land on January 6.  The land sits northeast of Reynolds and contains the 

MagPellet Magnetation Plant. 

 

 

 

 

 



4-15-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:50) 

The town of Reynolds in White County wants to expand its boundaries.  But White County isn't 

on board with that decision.  The county and several landowners affected by a proposed 

annexation by Reynolds, have filed a lawsuit against the town, trying to stop its plans.  News 

18's Samantha Thieke has the story. 

 

4-16-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

The Indiana Department of Transportation is hosting regional open houses to collect input on its 

four- year plan.  That plan includes a look at expanding Interstate 65 to three lanes in the 

Lafayette area.  News 18’s Brittany Tyner has the story. 

 

4-16-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Interstate 65's expansion to 3- lanes in both directions through Tippecanoe County and a new 

bridge across the Wabash are part of INDOT's four year transportation plan.  An open house was 

held this evening to gather information from the public about projects and improvements.  It's 

part of the statewide transportation improvement program otherwise known as STIP. 

 

4-18-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Many people are rolling up their sleeves for spring cleaning, but some of those are rolling them 

up to help clean the Hoosier highways.  The Indiana Department of Transportation held its 

annual Trash Bash today.  Volunteer groups and INDOT personnel helped clean up the Hoosier 

roadsides. 

 

4-19-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A nearly 120 year old bridge has new life in Carroll County and the public is invited out to 

celebrate it. 

 

4-20-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :45) 

Attorneys for the town of Reynolds are responding to a recent lawsuit filed by White County.  As 

we reported last week, the White County Commissioners sued the town over its plan to annex 

nearly 300 acres, including the Mag Pellet plant.  The commissioners say the town's fiscal plan 

doesn't address road maintenance and fire protection.    

 

4-20-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

A subdivision is one step closer to coming to Tippecanoe County, even without any public 

support from neighbors.  Commissioners say the area needs housing like the project proposed. 

News 18's Kelly Roberts reports what the future of the area could look like. 

 

4-22-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 

Construction to add another lane to Interstate 65 in Tippecanoe County will get underway in a 

few weeks.  News 18's Holly Campbell reports what you can expect once the multi-million 

dollar project starts.  A grand opening ceremony for the restored Freedom Bridge on the eastern 

edge of Delphi is planned for 1 p.m. Saturday, April 25th.  The 300 foot bridge takes the Wabash 

& Erie Canal Association's historic Monon Trail over the Hoosier Heartland Corridor. 

 

 



4-24-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

People who live in Battle Ground may need to find a different way to get in and out of town for 

the next several days.  Starting Monday, the Indiana Department of Transportation will close 

State Road 225 at the railroad tracks.  CSX Railroad will be repairing the crossing between Main 

Street and Railroad Street. 

 

4-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

The Indiana Department of Transportation is hosting a public meeting tonight to talk about work 

that will soon begin to expand Interstate 65.  News 18’s Holly Campbell reports. 

 

4-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

One of the most watched items on next week's primary ballot in Frankfort doesn't involve any 

candidates.  It's a referendum allowing the Frankfort Community School Corporation to raise 30 

million dollars for high school renovations. 

 

5-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:35) 

A White County business may have to close its doors temporarily due to a project on I-65.  News 

18's Samantha Thieke reports why a locally owned restaurant and gas station fears a major 

financial impact. 

 

5-5-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

A Purdue University Fraternity is getting a brand new, seven-million dollar building.  Farmhouse 

Fraternity members came together to look to the future while reflecting on the past. A 

groundbreaking ceremony took place at the fraternity on the corner on State and Russell Streets 

in West Lafayette. 

 

5-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

The Hoosier Heartland Corridor was designed to make travel more efficient and safer.  But since 

it opened in the fall of 2013, an intersection of the highway near Logansport has seen more than 

30 crashes.  Now a State Senator is stepping up to get the safety improvements needed.  News 

18's Samantha Thieke has more on the changes coming to what's proven to be a dangerous 

intersection. 

 

5-11-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 

A number of trees along Interstate 65 in Tippecanoe County have been cut down as the 

construction project to add a third lane begins.  While INDOT says the trees had to come down, 

residents say a new wall can't go up soon enough.  News 18's Brittany Tyner reports. 

 

5-20-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

Some new development could soon be coming to Sagamore Parkway in West Lafayette.  The 

Area Plan Commission of Tippecanoe County approved subdividing a parcel of Sagamore 

between Cumberland Avenue and Win Hentschel Boulevard this evening.  The vote creates six 

smaller parcels from the initial 28 acre plot with five having frontage on Sagamore. 

 

 

 



5-21-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

Purdue plans to build a new facility on campus, to give animal science students a more 

interactive learning experience.  News 18's Amber Hardwick reports why the Department of 

Animal Sciences is getting a new building and why it's an investment for the university. 

 

5-22-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:45) 

Memorial Day weekend typically marks the start of summer.  It's also one of the biggest travel 

weekends of the year. News 18's Kayla Sullivan found out what drivers can expect out on the 

roads. 

 

5-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 

It's National Safe Boating week and a popular boating holiday weekend.  News 18's Kayla 

Sullivan talks with a DNR Conservation officer about what you can do to stay safe on the water. 

 

5-26-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

A person out fishing noticed some damage to the Sagamore Parkway West Bridge in West 

Lafayette, but the Indiana Department of Transportation says it is nothing to worry about.  A 

News 18 viewer was fishing underneath the Sagamore Parkway West bridge this weekend and 

noticed damage to one of the bridge's walls.  INDOT Spokeswoman Debbie Calder says the 

damage is caused by a drainage issue. 

 

5-29-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :15) 

On June 8-th, both lanes of US 52 between Manson-Colfax Road and West Hickory Road will be 

closed in Clinton County.  INDOT is replacing the existing box culverts and the Coyner-Bewsey 

Legal Tile Drain.   The highway is scheduled to reopen on July 8.  Detour signs will be posted. 

 

5-29-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 

As for property along the Wabash River in Tippecanoe County, plans for a promenade are 

moving forward.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports, almost a decade after area leaders put 

together a master plan to enhance the river corridor, the vision is coming to life. 
 

5-31-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 

As the weekend wraps up, drivers may want to plan ahead before they head out for their Monday 

morning commute.  News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on lane restrictions coming to State 

Road 25 at Interstate 65 in Tippecanoe County. 

 

6-1-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

After a bicyclist is hit on the Harrison Bridge, fellow bicyclists are making their way to 

government meetings asking for a safer route across the river while the Pedestrian Bridge is 

closed. 

 

6-5-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

Drivers may have also noticed a different traffic signal in right turn lanes in the area.  Right turn 

arrow signals are causing some confusion.  News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on what they 

mean and what drivers should do. 

 

 



6-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 

A plan for a stone quarry in Americus is dead for the time being after a judge ruled in favor of 

Tippecanoe County in a lawsuit.  It's a proposal residents have been fighting for nearly two 

years.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports the lawsuit comes after the Tippecanoe County 

Commissioners passed an ordinance banning the stone quarry. 

 

6-9-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 

The Tippecanoe County Fairgrounds may be getting a makeover.  The county has been planning 

and holding back money to expand and renovate the fairgrounds for about three years. 

 

6-10-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 

More than a year ago Tippecanoe County Commissioners went back to the drawing board to 

draft an ordinance allowing off road vehicles on public roads. News 18's Kelly Roberts finds out 

if there is still an ordinance in the works.  

 

6-10-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 

Construction work continues on schedule at Southwestern Middle School in the Tippecanoe 

School Corporation.  In fact, with all the renovations, the outside may not be all that 

recognizable to students and staff who were forced to move after the November 2013 tornado. 

 

6-11-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

In White County, the Indiana Department of Transportation is planning to re-open both US 231 

and the ramps at exit 193 by Sunday morning.  The construction is part of a project that includes 

resurfacing the interstate from Exit 193 to about four miles north of the exit. 

 

6-22-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 

Parents of Lafayette schoolchildren could see a little savings this fall thanks to energy savings 

within the Lafayette School Corporation.  As News 18 has already reported, the district has 

saved more than a million dollars since it started its energy savings program about 18 months 

ago.  At a board work session tonight, Superintendent Les Huddle presented plans to spend about 

$175, 000 of those savings to greatly reduce the material fees in classes like art or photography. 

 

6-23-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :20) 

A portion of two roads will be closed due to bridge work over Interstate 65 in Tippecanoe 

County.  The Indiana Department of Transportation will close Veteran's Memorial Parkway at I-

65 to patch the bridge 

 

6-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 

Tate and Lyle is planning a four-point-two million dollar expansion to a warehouse at its south 

side facility.  The Lafayette Redevelopment commission approved a tax abatement for the 

100,000 square foot expansion. 
 
 


