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AGRICULTURE, BUSINESS and HEALTHCARE 

  

A local business grows, adding 200 jobs.  A bill that could allow Sunday alcohol sales has some 

business owners worried about their operational costs.  News 18 examines the Constitutional Right to 

Farm and Ranch Amendment.  One of the largest shrimp farms in Indiana is expanding.  A local hotspot 

expands for its customers.  IU Health Arnett Hospital is adding on more than 100 exam rooms in an 18 

million dollar investment.  After 10 research animals at Purdue University die, a research watchdog 

group claims the university broke federal law. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1-2-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
A Lafayette call center is adding more than 200 jobs.  Alorica will have an on-site job fair next week 

for positions including customer service representatives and tech support. 

 

1-8-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
Employees who saw their hours cut so their employer didn't have to offer healthcare under the 

Affordable Care Act may be getting a reprieve.  Indiana Senator Joe Donnelly is one of four co-

sponsors to the bill which was reintroduced yesterday.  If it became law, the bill would only require 

employers to offer health insurance to full-time employees who work 40 hours a week  

 

1-15-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The new health care facility on the site of the old Home Hospital is ready for its first patients.  The 

Springs of Lafayette hosted a ribbon- cutting this afternoon.  It's sits on the site of the old hospital 

which had been vacant since 2010 and was demolished almost two years ago. 

 

1-18-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
An Indiana lawmaker is pushing for a bill that would allow live dealers at Indiana casinos.  News 18's 

Samantha Thieke reports what local legislators are saying about the impact should it become a law.  

 

1-20-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 
If you need health insurance, you have less than a month to get it, and a program at Ivy Tech today 

wants to help.  Healthcare navigators will be at the school today from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. to guide you 

through the buying process.  Under the Affordable Care Act, everyone must have some form of 

insurance.      

 

1-20-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Ivy Tech is also helping those without health insurance, complete applications.  Representatives from 

Aspin Health Navigator were at Ivy Hall today.  They were helping those uninsured enroll and pick the 

best plan based on price, doctors, prescriptions and other health needs. 

 

1-21-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 
A West Lafayette native has been named the new president of Indiana University White Memorial 

Hospital.  Jeffery Zeh is a Purdue University graduate and has held several leadership roles in health 

care. 

 

1-21-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :20) 
As plans for a new business are progressing, an emergency restoration business wins an award.  

ServiceMaster Advantage is the Greater Lafayette Commerce Small Business of the Year for 2014.  

ServiceMaster Advantage beat out the other monthly award winners for the annual award. 

 

1-21-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
While it is said that laughter is the best medicine, a wagging tail may not be far behind.  A new 

program at Franciscan St. Elizabeth Hospital hopes to put that to good use with a new pet therapy 

visitation program. 

 

 

 

 



 

1-22-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
A bill to allow Sunday alcohol sales has liquor store owners worried about how it may affect their 

business.  The proposal would allow any store with an alcohol beverage permit to sell alcohol on 

Sunday.  However, several Liquor store owners are against the bill because they believe the cost to be 

open on Sunday, will be more than any additional sales. 

 

1-22-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
Drivers paying less at the pump is not only benefiting them, but it may also help state and local 

highway departments.  News 18's Amber Hardwick reports on why a local expert believes the lower 

gas prices will slightly boost local tax revenue.   

 

1-24-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
A Frankfort business is gearing up for the ultimate party of the year, the NFL tailgate Party at this year's 

Super Bowl.  Six people with Shoup's Country Foods started work today in Phoenix as the party's 

catering management team.  The business has been helping with the party ever since Super Bowl 46 in 

Indianapolis. 

 

1-25-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
One of the largest shrimp farms in Indiana is expanding.  100 percent of Flora's Big Barn Shrimp 

Farm's revenue is from walk-in sales.  As News 18's Kelly Roberts reports, owners hope the new 

expansion will bring their shrimp to a restaurant near you. 

 

1-25-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
In less than a month open enrollment for the Affordable Care Act Marketplace will close.  This year's 

enrollment  will close on February 15th.  This is the first year people will be renewing health insurance 

through the Marketplace. 

 

1-26-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:35) 
The West Lafayette Clerk-Treasurer position will soon be broken down into two different jobs.  News 

18's Holly Campbell reports how responsibilities will be split between the two positions. 

 

1-29-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 
As construction continues on GE's engine aircraft assembly plant, the company announces plans to 

expand.  A 100 million dollar investment is becoming a 115 million dollar investment.  News 18's 

Samantha Thieke reports that it means more jobs and could also bode well for even more in the future. 

 

1-29-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 4:25) 
Long days, low pay, stress and standardized tests are some of the reasons one teacher decided to leave 

the classroom after his first year behind the desk.  And according to the latest numbers, about half of 

teachers will leave the profession within the first five years.  News 18's Holly Campbell reports why 

one man traded in the classroom for the restaurant business. 

 

2-3-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The Indiana Department of Work Force Development released its top 50 jobs from 2014.  The list was 

unveiled at SIA this morning.  The hottest jobs on this year's list are careers as a registered nurse, 

followed by a K through 12 teacher.  Manufacturing and healthcare careers make up nearly half of the 

list. 

 



 

2-4-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
One Tippecanoe County commissioner says a new study out of Ball State baffles him.  It says Tax 

Increment Finance or TIF districts are ineffective.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports local officials say 

the latest infrastructure, jobs and economic development wouldn't have been possible without TIFs.  

 

2-11-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 
Purdue economists are predicting lower revenue for crop farmers for the third year in a row and the low 

crop prices are to blame for the decline.  News 18's Amber Hardwick spoke to a Purdue expert who 

explains why crop farming income has been decreasing the last few years. 

 

2-12-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
About 130 employees will lose their jobs at TeleServices Direct starting March 31.  Site Director Brian 

Brown tells News 18 he was told on January 30th that Lafayette site would close due to economics.  

TeleServices operates multiple call centers around the Midwest and has a corporate office in 

Indianapolis.  WorkOne in Lafayette will be helping those losing their jobs with the transition.  

 

2-13-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
A group of Purdue researchers is finding ways for Indiana corn farmers to grow more plants per acre 

and increase yield.  Purdue Corn Extension specialist Bob Nielsen says the group conducted trials on 

nearly 70 fields around the state since 2008.  He says some fields had different climate conditions, soil 

types and farming operations based at their location.   

 

2-14-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The deadline to enroll for health insurance under the affordable care act is tomorrow.  This is the 

second year for sign-ups under the Affordable Care Act 

 

2-18-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:40) 
IU Health Arnett Hospital is adding on more than 100 exam rooms in an 18 million dollar investment. 

News 18's Holly Campbell reports the expansion will allow specialty doctors and hospital staff to 

collaborate.  

 

2-18-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 
It's legislation aimed at protecting Indiana farmers.  But opponents say the constitutional amendment 

would actually do more harm than good.  News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on the Constitutional 

Right to Farm and Ranch Amendment. 

 

2-19-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
Community members will head to the nation's capitol next week as part of Greater Lafayette 

Commerce's annual Washington DC visit.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports what the 45 local 

residents would like to improve back home. 

 

2-20-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :15) 
Starting this spring you can sip your favorite beverage from People's Brewing Company while enjoying 

the outdoors. The brewery is working on building an outdoor patio.  It's big enough to seat about 30 to 

40 people.  Owner Chris Johnson says the expansion comes as their business continues to grow.  

 

 

 



 

2-21-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 
For nearly five decades Ron Lyons has been on the corner of Third and North Streets downtown 

working on cars.   News 18's Holly Campbell reports how Lyons Alignment became a mainstay 

downtown. 

  

2-23-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 
State lawmakers are delaying a vote on a bill that would allow Sunday carryout alcohol sales in 

Indiana.   News 18's Elisabeth Rentschler reports the current version of the legislation could cost stores 

millions. 

 

2-23-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 
Doctors say cases of food allergies double every ten years.  Right now about one in 13 children has a 

food allergy.  That means while the kids are in school, nurses and food supervisors are making sure 

they do not have an allergic reaction.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports how schools are adapting to the 

growing numbers.  

 

2-23-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :20) 
It may not feel like drive- in weather yet, but if you want a taste of spring, Dog n Suds is back open and 

ready for business.  Both the West Lafayette and Lafayette locations opened their doors at 11 o'clock.  

Manager Luke Curwick says coney dogs and root beer freezes are signs of a new season. 

 

2-24-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
A bill involving religious discrimination is now headed to the Indiana House.  The state Senate voted 

today to endorse a proposal that would allow people with strong religious beliefs to not provide 

services for same-sex weddings. 

 

2-24-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Meanwhile, the Indiana Senate has defeated a proposal that would have added "right to farm" 

protections to the state's constitution.  The Senate voted 28 to 22 against the measure.  The 

amendment's author, Republican Senator Brent Steele told News 18 last week it would have increased 

the rights of all farmers and protected them from unnecessary regulation. 

 

2-27-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:25) 
Purdue University staff and faculty are not happy about recent changes to their paid time off.  And they 

voiced their concerns loud and clear at a forum this morning.  News 18's Brittany Tyner reports, 

employees feel they have been cheated of time off. 

 

2-28-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 
Gas prices have been increasing slowly over the last several weeks, but the national average is still a 

dollar and five cents less than this time last year.  News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on how high a 

local economist says prices could go. 

 

3-5-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
A Tippecanoe County family will be receiving a Hoosier Homestead Award in Indianapolis for living 

and staying committed to Indiana agriculture for more than 100 years.  News 18's Amber Hardwick has 

the story. 

 

 



 

 

3-9-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration 2:55) 
We're taking a look at how Lafayette prepares another group of students for jobs in manufacturing.  

Making things is still big business in Lafayette, but giving kids the right training can be difficult.  News 

18 This Morning goes to Jeff High School to see how a new partnership could make a difference.  

 

3-11-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 
One downtown Lafayette store is planning on closing up shop for good as a new restaurant plans on 

opening this spring.  News 18's Holly Campbell reports the restaurant owner is hoping to focus his 

efforts on serving up just one meal a day. 

 

3-16-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
Tate and Lyle announces another expansion bringing more jobs to Lafayette.  The company plans on 

investing 65 million dollars into its Lafayette operations by 2016.  They will be installing new 

equipment at its Lafayette south facility, expanding its production of Krystar Crystalline Fructose 

sweetener.  The expansion will add eight new positions to the facility. 

 

3-16-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 
We've had a glimpse of the spring- like weather, which means allergy season is upon us.  One local 

pharmacy has already seen an uptick in customers wanting allergy medication.  News 18's Brittany 

Tyner has more on what you can do to fight the symptoms. 

 

3-17-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 
Local businesses are ready for March Madness and they expect to be even busier with Purdue making it 

to the tournament.  News 18's Brittany Tyner has more on what restaurants and bars are expecting as 

the tournament gets under way. 

 

3-18-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The owners of La Scala have opened their second restaurant in downtown Lafayette.  Restauration is 

having its grand opening.  The restaurant brings a farm to table menu that is both Paleo and Allergen 

friendly. 

 

3-20-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:50) 
After 10 research animals at Purdue University die, a research watchdog group claims the university 

broke federal law.  News 18's Holly Campbell reports the group is seeking fines up to 100-thousand 

dollars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CRIME 

 

Formal charges are filed against a teacher accused of having a sexual relationship with a 16-year-old 

student.  Lafayette police find a portable methamphetamine lab next to a bus stop.  A business reports a 

man's purchase of items often used to make methamphetamine to police.  Multiple Village Pantry 

locations are robbed in the first quarter.  Lafayette police warn people to be cautious when leaving their 

vehicles running in the cold weather.  A man lands behind bars after Lafayette officers smell a meth lab 

while serving a warrant.  In a special report, News 18 looks into the rise of elder fraud.   A Tippecanoe 

County court finds a former Purdue student accused of attacking another student incompetent to stand 

trial. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1-1-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35) 
A Lafayette man starts 2015 behind bars after police say he broke into a home and threatened the 

people inside before stealing a car. Officers say yesterday afternoon, Percy Oliver and a female 

accomplice broke into a home on the 900 block of North 7th Street. Once inside,  

 

1-2-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 
Police are releasing more details tonight about the moments leading up to a man's death New Year's 

morning.  It happened after the man was hit by a car while walking on US 231.  News 18's Elisabeth 

Rentschler reports INDOT officials say they will be investigating the crash, but say despite the lack of 

sidewalks in the area it's not likely to see any added anytime soon. 

 

1-3-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
A farmer found her body in a cornfield just northeast of Sullivan. The cause of death has not been 

released. Police are still looking for whoever is responsible for the murder. 

 

1-6-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 
We're only six days into 2015 and last night netted the area's first reported Village Pantry robbery of the 

year. Just before 11 last night, Lafayette police say the V P in the 900 block of North 14th Street was 

robbed by a short and thin male. The robber was said to be wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt and a 

baseball cap. Police say the man demanded money but not did display a weapon. He then ran north 

from the store with the cash. 

 

1-7-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:05) 
A body found on US 52 Christmas Day has been identified by Lafayette Police. And police say it was 

the man's co-worker that may have been responsible for his death. Police say 26-year-old Primitivo 

Flores of Lafayette, was the man found dead on US 52, Christmas morning. As we've previously 

reported, 42-year-old William Alexander Paz was arrested on a preliminary charge of murder. He 

faces a murder charge and one count of obstruction of justice. 26-year-old Juan Alberto Imul Pop was 

also arrested and faces several charges including assisting a criminal, obstruction of justice and failure 

to report a 

 

1-8-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :39) 
Crawfordsville police are looking for a man who they say robbed a gas station last night. They say the 

robber used a knife to steal some cash from the Admiral Petroleum station at 405 East Market Street. 

He is described as a man with a slender build and dark hair. He was last seen wearing a dark hoodie, 

light colored jeans and dark sunglasses. 

 

1-8-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :24) 
Lafayette Police say in the last two weeks, four people who had left their cars running, had their cars 

stolen. Lafayette Police Lieutenant Brian Gossard says the owners left them to warm up in front of their 

homes. Gossard says he understands why people want to warm their cars up but car owners can take 

simple precautions to eliminate opportunities for thieves. He says the most obvious step is to keep the 

doors locked. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1-10-15 (During six o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
A Lafayette man has been arrested in connection with an armed robbery early this morning.19-year-old 

Jonathan Washington faces preliminary charges of armed robbery and theft. The robbery happened just 

after 1 this morning at the Village Pantry in the 19-hundred block Schuyler Avenue. Police say 

Washington entered the business and displayed a gun. 

 

1-14-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 
Formal charges are filed against a teacher accused of having a sexual relationship with a 16-year-old 

student.  37-year-old Jakob Robinson showed little emotion in court today as he heard the five felony 

charges of child seduction he faces.  Robinson is a PE teacher and football coach at McCutcheon High 

School.  According to prosecutors, the relationship began in October of 2014, but the two met when the 

student was a freshman in his gym class.  Investigators say Robinson would take the 16-year-old 

student to his parent's house where he was living.  Documents also state, Robinson gave the girl gifts.  

Robinson has been employed by the Tippecanoe School Corporation since 2006. 

 

1-17-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Police are asking for your help finding the person responsible for an early morning armed robbery. It 

happened around 2:15 at the Casey's General Store on Teal Road 

 

1-19-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :22) 
A woman is taken to jail after police say she stabbed her boyfriend this morning.   Police say 31-year-

old Mary Hooks used a steak knife to stab him in the arm around 7:15. It happened in the 17hundred 

block of Greenbush Street. 
 

1-20-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration 1:13) 
A former Lafayette surgeon is sentenced in Miami County court to one year in prison on a ten year 

sentence for two felony stalking charges.  During today's sentencing the Miami County judge said this 

is one of the most unusual sentencings of his career and described the circumstances surrounding the 

case as something out of a crime novel. As news 18 previously reported surgeon Gregory Konrath was 

arrested in July for allegedly plotting to murder his ex wife. Court documents state Konrath told his 

girlfriend at the time about his plan. That's when she notified police. In an interview with News 18 at 

the Miami County jail in July Konrath denied the accusations. 

 

1-21-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 
One year ago today Purdue Student Andrew Boldt was shot and stabbed to death on Purdue's Campus. 

Purdue President Mitch Daniels says out of the tragedy the world got to see the caring and giving spirit 

of a Boilermaker. Today the university had a moment of silence for Boldt. 

 

1-22-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
The contract has been terminated for the McCutcheon High School P-E teacher charged with child 

seduction.  The Tippecanoe School Board voted today to terminate Jakob Robinson's teaching contract.  

Robinson had a certain amount of time to request a conference with the superintendent, but did not 

make the deadline.  He's accused of having sex with a 16-year-old female student.  Prosecutors say 

while the relationship began in October, the two met when the girl was a freshman in his gym glass. 
 

 

 

 



 

1-22-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
Homeless man is charged for carrying an active methamphetamine lab. 26- year- old Donavan Love 

has been charged with three felonies including possession and dealing in methamphetamine. According 

to court documents Love fit the description of a man police were looking for in connection with an 

armed robbery. When officers found him walking on Greenbush near 14th Street they noticed a strong 

odor coming from his bag. Love confirmed that he had a one-pot meth lab in his bag 

 

1-23-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:05) 
Two meth labs were dismantled by Indiana State Police overnight. News 18's Samantha Thieke joins us 

live from one of the meth lab locations in Lafayette with more on the busts. Police arrested 23-year-old 

Aaron Spencer on preliminary charges of manufacturing meth possession of meth and resisting arrest. 

Children were inside the home at the time of Spencer's arrest. 

 

1-23-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :40) 
A man is behind bars this morning after Lafayette officers smell a meth lab while serving a warrant. 

Police arrived at a residence in the 22-hundred block of Stillwell Street just north of Schuyler Avenue 

right around 1 am.  Officers say when they walked up to the door to serve a warrant for failure to 

appear in court  they smelled what they believed to be a meth lab in the home. 

 

1-23-15 (During noon broadcast, Duration :34) 
West Lafayette police are investigating an armed robbery at a liquor store near Purdue's campus. Police 

say an older male robbed the Village Bottle Shoppe on Howard Avenue around 11:30 Tuesday night. 

They say he was covered from head to toe came in and pointed a shotgun at them and demanded 

money. Investigators say he got away with cash, cigarettes and demanded a bottle of tequila. 
 
2-2-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :30) 
Lafayette police are investigating an overnight shooting at a gas station. Just before 2 o'clock officers 

were called to the Marathon Quick Pantry on the 900 block of Ferry Street. They say a man, 33-year-

old Aaron Vance, was shot multiple times outside in the snow. He was able to make it inside to get help. 

 

2-3-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 4:10) 
Elder fraud is a growing problem in our community. And according to the Tippecanoe County 

prosecutor, 80 to 90 percent of these crimes go unreported. Tonight News 18's Samantha Thieke 

explores the growing problem. And how these criminals are preying on the elderly right here in 

Tippecanoe County.  

 

2-4-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 3:55) 
Two-point-nine billion dollars was lost in 2010 due to financial exploitation of older Americans. And in 

part one of Safeguarding Seniors we heard from some local victims of elder fraud. 

 

2-6-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 
A teen is arrested after an armed robbery at a liquor store in Linden last night. Around 7 p-m the 

Montgomery County Sheriff's office responded to an armed robbery call at the Linden Liquors at 700 

North Main Street. Deputies say the suspect fled on foot with an undisclosed amount of money. 

 

 

 

 



 

2-6-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
Rensselaer police are ruling a woman's death as suspicious and are now asking for your help Just after 

6 p.m. Thursday, police responded to the B Mar apartment complex and found 77-year-old Trula Alliss 

dead inside her apartment. Police say the scene of the crime looked suspicious. 
 
2-6-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The Logansport Police Department is looking for a person of interest in connection to a Motel robbery. 

Police are looking for 21-year-old Benjamin Mattox. He is wanted for questioning in the case of a 

robbery at the Manor Motel in Logansport on January first 

 

2-7-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
A man is behind bars tonight after he fired shots and threatened another man with his gun. It happened 

around 5:15 this morning in the 38 hundred block of Sickle Court. There, officers found a victim who 

stated that after hearing several shots being fired, he was threatened by a male who displayed a gun. 

 

2-11-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 
A West Lafayette man has been charged after allegedly trying to set multiple cars on fire.   

22-year-old Christian Newcomb faces felony charges of arson and attempted arson. Investigators say in 

December. Newcomb poured gasoline on five vehicles at Willowbrook West Apartments and tried 

setting them on fire. 

 

2-11-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
A Lafayette man and woman are charged after officers find heroin and marijuana in their apartment. 

24-year-old Matthew Watkins and 23-year-old Ferrha Walker face charges for possession of a narcotic 

drug, maintaining a common nuisance and possession of marijuana. Investigators say they found 

several baggies with residue that tested positive for heroin and marijuana in the couple's apartment. 

 

2-17-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 40) 
Area law enforcement agencies are investigating more than a dozen cases of credit card fraud. 

According to Purdue, two victims are members of the campus community four are from West 

Lafayette. And ten are from Tippecanoe County, but police believe there are others they don't know 

about. Officers say the credit cards have not been stolen just the numbers. 

 

2-21-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The trial for the Clinton County man accused of stabbing two people with a screwdriver will start 

Monday. Reginald Robinson is set to go to trial for the 2013 attempted murder of Gladys Brewer and 

her great-granddaughter, Madyn Lanum. Robinson faces eight individual charges including two for 

attempted murder. He's accused of attacking Brewer and Lanum as they were leaving the Frankfort 

Public Library. 

 

2-20-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 
A Cass County man accused of molesting a boy over a 7- year period has been arrested. 39- year- old 

Rodney McGuire of Logansport was taken into custody last night. 

Detectives say Indiana State Police received the initial report from the Indiana Department of Child 

Services in Cass County. 

 

 

 



 

2-22-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration: 35) 
Lafayette police are investigating an armed home invasion. It happened around 10:30 Saturday night in 

the 22 hundred block of Underwood Street. The caller told police two masked males entered the home 

with guns and left with property and cash.  Police don't believe this was a random act. 

 

2-23-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
19- year- old Evan Horrall is sentenced for conspiracy to commit burglary. According to prosecutors, in 

September of last year managers at the Spicy Pickle restaurants on Union and 9th Streets in Lafayette 

reported that more than 300 hundred dollars had been taken from each location. 

 

2-23-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 1:15) 
Lafayette police are investigating tonight after a gun is displayed at a pair of gas stations in less than 20 

minutes  While the description for the suspect in each incident is similar, investigators say it's too early 

to tell if they are connected. The first one happened at this Circle K gas station just before 8:30. 

 

2-24-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 50) 
Lafayette police confirm it was the same man who tried to rob two gas stations in Lafayette. Police are 

now looking for him and are asking for your help. He first tried to rob the Circle K on Ferry Street and 

Earl Avenue but the clerk had no money, so he left. 

 

2-24-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 
 A Tippecanoe County court finds a former Purdue student accused of attacking another student 

incompetent to stand trial. An order filed Monday says 21-year-old Boda Wu does not understand the 

nature of the crime. Wu will be admitted to the Indiana Department of Mental Health to be referred to a 

psychiatric institution for a 90 day evaluation. 

 

2-25-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 30) 
What looked like just a Coke bottle in a pile of garbage this morning, ended up being the remains of a 

portable meth lab near a school bus stop in Lafayette Around 7:30 this morning, police were called to 

the 12-hundred block of Rochester Street, after a street crew noticed the bottle with a tube attached to 

the opening of it. The Indiana State Meth Suppression Team was then called in to disassemble the 

bottle. 

 

2-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 
The Cass County Sheriff's Office is working with Crime Stoppers in an effort to solve a 28- year- old 

cold case. On February 22, 1987 officers were dispatched to a car fire, just south of Logansport. 

Investigators found Lois Tolleson laying in a pool of blood 10 feet away from the car. She had been 

shot three times. 

 

2-27-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :32) 

The Lafayette Police Department wants to warn people of a fraudulent scheme involving the IRS and 

LPD's non-emergency phone number. Lieutenant Brian Gossard says their number 807-1200 shows up 

on caller ID when the criminals call making it appear that they're involved. He says the criminals are 

posing like IRS agents trying to collect overdue tax money from the public 

 

 

 

 



 

2-27-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The Crawfordsville Police Department is looking for a man in connection with a robbery at the Ramada 

Limited Inn. Around 5 o'clock last night police were called to the motel on Corey Boulevard. 

According to police, a male approached an employee and demanded money. The man may have had a 

weapon. 
 

2-27-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :55) 
A man is found guilty but mentally ill by a jury in Clinton County after he attacked a woman and her 

great- granddaughter outside the Frankfort library in 2013.  It was the verdict for 63 year- old Reginald 

Robinson for all eight charges he faced, including two counts of attempted murder for the stabbing of 

Gladys Brewer and her then 4 year-old great-granddaughter Madyn Lanum.   Robinson attacked the 

pair when they were leaving the Frankfort Community Library.    

 

2-27-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
22- year- old Charles Jenkins and 23-year-old Andre Brown are found guilty of robbing a West 

Lafayette gas station at gunpoint.  The jury returned a guilty verdict on multiple charges, including 

robbery with a deadly weapon and theft. 

 

3-2-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
Rensselaer police say a person of interest in last month's murder case is currently in the Jasper County 

Jail tonight and she's a member of the victim's own family.  68-year-old Judy Moore was taken into 

custody on Thursday evening and booked on a preliminary charge of murder.  Investigators say she is 

the stepdaughter of the victim, 77-year-old Trula Alliss.  The two are only nine years apart in age. 

 

3-4-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 3:25) 
68-year-old Judy Moore has now been officially charged with the murder of her stepmother Trula 

Alliss.  Police say among the evidence linking Moore to the crime includes DNA, voicemails, new 

clothing along with some odd behavior.  It's news that Alliss's friends have been waiting on for almost 

an entire month. 

 

3-5-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
More than 30 Purdue University international students have reported cases of credit card fraud with 

more than $100,000 in losses.  Tippecanoe County Sheriff's Lieutenant Jason Huber says after working 

with Purdue and West Lafayette police, investigators believe student's credit card information has been 

stolen because of a security breach at Chinese banks. 

 

3-7-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Lafayette police are investigating another armed robbery at a Village Pantry.  Police say it happened 

just after midnight at the Village Pantry on South 4th Street.  Police say A man displayed a firearm, and 

demanded money.   He then fled the scene with an undisclosed amount of cash.  Police say the robber 

was about six feet tall, wearing a black hooded sweatshirt. 

 

3-9-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 
Lafayette police are looking for a man who robbed a Village Pantry Saturday.  Police say it happened 

just after midnight on South 4th Street.  They say man walked in with a gun and got away with some 

cash.  Police say he was about six feet tall, wearing a black hooded sweatshirt.  No one was hurt.  

 

 



 

3-12-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35) 
For the second time in almost exactly one year, the Village Pantry at 3150 Brady Lane has been robbed.  

Last night around 11, a tall, thin man in a blue hooded sweatshirt walked in with a gun and got away 

with some cash.  This is video we had of the VP shortly after last year's robbery.  Authorities do not 

have anyone in custody from last night's robbery, but police are still collecting information. 

 

3-12-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :50) 
Lafayette police are asking for the public's help finding a suspect in a shooting.  25-year-old Sidney 

Greenleaf is the subject of this week's Fugitive Search.  Police say he is five feet nine inches tall, 

weighs 153 pounds and has brown eyes and black hair. 

 

3-13-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35) 
Lafayette police are looking for two men they say forced their way into a home near downtown. 

One had a gun.  Just before two, police responded to a home invasion in the 1300 block of North 14th 

Street.  Two men entered the home,  wearing dark clothing and bandanas covering their faces. 

 

3-16-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
A man wanted as a suspect in a shooting has been located.  25-year-old Sidney Greenleaf was the 

subject of last week's Fugitive Search.  According to detectives, he's a suspect in the shooting at the gas 

station on 9th and Ferry Streets on February 2.  The victim survived. 

 

3-17-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Frankfort police have arrested the man they say robbed a gas station.  Investigators say 22-year-old 

Anthony McQueen robbed the Admiral Gas Station on the 200 block of East Walnut Street of a money 

bag and cigarettes. 

 

3-17-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :50) 
48 year-old David Stacey of Lafayette is arrested after a police chase that put one Tippecanoe County 

school on lockdown.  State troopers say Stacey faces preliminary charges of resisting law enforcement 

with a motor vehicle and  driving while being a habitual traffic violator for life. 
 

3-18-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :25) 
Frankfort police think they have their suspect in a gas station robbery Tuesday morning.  They say 

Anthony McQueen robbed the Admiral Gas Station on the 200 block of East Walnut Street.  Police say 

they found his clothes used during the robbery just a few blocks away. 
 

3-18-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:15) 
A Lafayette man faces multiple counts of child molestation in two Indiana counties.   44-year-old 

Lafayette resident Mark Speer faces three felony charges in Tippecanoe County and another two felony 

charges in Fountain County.  According to court documents, Speer is accused of molesting a three-year-

old girl in his Lafayette home in September of 2013.  The documents say he recorded six separate 

videos of the incident using his cell phone and Speer can be seen in several of  the videos.  A woman 

who lived with Speer at the time said she was babysitting the child and says she was outside and 

unaware of what was happening.  
 

 

 

 



 

3-19-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35) 
A Village Pantry was robbed overnight, this time in the 3,600 block of Greenbush Street.  A man 

wearing all black walked in around one thirty, showed a gun to the clerk and ran away with some cash.  

This robbery comes just one week after a VP on Brady Lane had some cash stolen.  Police weren't able 

to get a very good description, but did tell us the man ran west from the store. 

 

3-19-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :45) 
Lafayette police are asking for the public's help finding a couple wanted on several criminal charges.  

Michael and Ellica Houser are the subjects of this week's Fugitive Search.  Police say Michael is 51 

years old is five feet nine inches tall, weighs 220 pounds, has blonde hair and blue eyes.  Ellica is 37, is 

five feet two inches tall, weighs 112 pounds and has blonde hair and hazel eyes. 

 

3-19-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 
Five of the last 13 armed robberies in Lafayette this year have occurred at Village Pantry convenience 

stores.  That includes an armed robbery Thursday morning in the 3,600 block of Greenbush Street.  

News 18's Samantha Thieke reports how police are working to stop these stores and stores like them 

from being a target for criminals. 

 

 

3-20-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
A business reports a man's purchase of items often used to make methamphetamine to police.  Officers 

make an arrest.  The Delphi Police Department executed a search warrant Sunday at the apartment of 

23-year-old Philip Arthur on West Franklin Street.  Arthur was arrested on preliminary charges of 

conspiracy to manufacture methamphetamine, possession of two or more precursors and maintaining a 

common nuisance.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DIVERSITY 

 

The White County Boys and Girls Club is celebrating its first anniversary.  The YWCA receives more 

than 50 thousand dollars for its women's cancer research program.  Food Finders locates a larger 

warehouse to help fight food insecurity.  Lafayette Urban Ministry's Jubilee Christmas provides about 

$300,000 of gifts and donations to area families in need.  News 18 shows the success of a mobile food 

pantry in a neighboring county.  A local school receives $600,000 in donations.           

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1-6-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
As those temperatures drop, homeless shelters in our area say that's causing an increase in occupancy. 

News 18's Elisabeth Rentschler spoke with one woman who relies on the shelter and reports why she 

says shelters across the community are so crucial. 

 

1-8-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
Severe cold has cancelled many schools and child care centers in our area.  And while children may 

celebrate day off, parents may be scrambling to find emergency childcare to avoid having to call off 

work. News 18's Samantha Thieke has more on some local resources for alternative childcare when 

parents find themselves in a pinch. 

 

1-8-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:45) 
The "Cover Lafayette Project" was started to keep people warm and through social media and by word 

of mouth more than 230 blankets have gone to people in need.  News 18's Holly Campbell reports the 

project is already a success just a month after kicking off. 

 

1-10-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
A Carroll County family is giving back to Riley Hospital for Children.  News 18's Samantha Thieke 

reports how the couple is turning their tragedy into a way to help families going through similar 

experiences.   

 

1-12-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
Lafayette Urban Ministry's Jubilee Christmas provides about $300,000 of gifts and donations to area 

families in need.  LUM Executive Director Joe Micon says he sees the effects of the program even after 

the holidays.  Micon says since the program allows families to not over spend during the holidays, 

fewer families look for assistance in the months following the program. 

 

1-13-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The Tippecanoe County Council also approved a compensation agreement between Sheriff Barry 

Richard and the the county.  The agreement passed in a five to one vote.  The agreement is the final 

approval of the Sheriff's salary that was set during budget planning last year. 

 

1-19-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Purdue students are spending their day off volunteering in honor of Doctor Martin Luther King Junior.  

More than 300 Purdue students came together today for the MLK Day of Service.  They spent the day 

serving various places in Greater Lafayette.  Volunteers were treated to breakfast and were bussed to 

their volunteer posts. 

 

1-19-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The White County Boys and Girls Club is celebrating its first anniversary.  The organization is having a 

party to celebrate the first year at Meadowlawn Elementary.  The club was founded on January 10 of 

last year.  Since opening, the organization has had to add seven more employees. 

 

1-21-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The YWCA is having a Mardi Gras themed party to raise money for the Domestic Violence 

Intervention and Prevention Program.  Tickets are on sale for the Unmasking Domestic Violence 

Masquerade Party.  The event will be held February 21 at the Four Points in West Lafayette. 

 



 

1-23-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 
The YWCA receives more than 50 thousand dollars for its women's cancer research program.  Unity 

Healthcare and Franciscan St. Elizabeth presented a check this morning for about 51 thousand dollars.  

The money was raised from their 13th Annual Ultimate Pink Party in October. 

 

1-24-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
In honor of Black History Month this February the American Red Cross is asking for diversity among 

donors.  Red Cross officials say blood from a donor with a similar ethnic background as a patient is less 

likely to cause complications.  

 

1-25-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:35) 
Disc golfers braved the rain and snow to compete in the 2015 Wabash Ice Bowl and the golfers were 

doing it all for charity.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports how the event is making a difference in the 

community. 

 

1-26-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
A project aimed to keep Greater Lafayette warm is expecting to collect 2,000 blankets by the end of the 

week.  Cover Lafayette organizers say the giving has been contagious.  News 18's Kelly Roberts 

reports the blankets are providing more than physical warmth. 

 

1-28-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The United Way is offering tax assistance for low income families tomorrow.  This is the fifth year that 

the United Way is helping households with annual incomes less than $53,000. 

 

1-29-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 
The bald eagle population in Tippecanoe County is soaring.  As News 18's Jeff Smith reports, 

naturalists say it is a good sign for area rivers and streams. 

 

1-29-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 
Volunteers can be found around the community trying to gain information about those who are 

homeless, by asking them questions.  It's a way for state and local communities try and fight 

homelessness.  News 18's Amber Hardwick reports on the Point-in-Time count and how it aims to help. 

 

1-31-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The Purdue Crew team put on a show today at the Tippecanoe Mall.  For almost 10 years now, the 

group of aquatic athletes has been raising money for Lafayette Urban Ministries.  By taking donations 

throughout the semester and at their annual row-a-thon event, they hope to raise almost 30 thousand 

dollars. 

 

2-5-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
Plans are underway to bring back the Flora Train Depot.  The town council passed an agreement that 

would allow space for the depot to be placed.  In 2013, the depot was dismantled and stored away until 

a proper placement and restoration plan was made. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2-11-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:05) 
For ten years It's My Closet has been collecting gently used donations to give to Lafayette School 

Corporation students and families.  One Tippecanoe School Corporation Student visited the store and 

felt inspired to do more.  News 18's Kelly Roberts shows us how one group of students is helping 

another group. 

 

2-13-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :20) 
The Almost Home Humane Society is hosting an event tonight that will help them continue their 

mission.  The animal shelter will be hosting its third annual Spayghetti Dinner at Lahr Atrium.  

Proceeds go to Almost Home's general fund. 

 

2-14-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
When News 18 first reported this week on a donation drive at several area middle schools, students had 

donated more than 400 items.  By the end of the drive on Friday, three Tippecanoe School Corporation 

middle schools raised more than 5,000 donations for a Lafayette School Corporation cause.  News 18's 

Kelly Roberts reports how the donation is a game changer for the cause. 

 

2-24-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 
Since 1974 the YWCA has honored women in the community during the annual Salute to Women 

Banquet.  Over the next week News 18 will be telling you the stories of  this year's honorees.  Tonight 

we begin with the 2015  Mary Keller Ade Woman of Wisdom award winner.  News 18's Samantha 

Thieke has more on Leta Kelley. 

 

2-25-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
The YWCA's Salute to Women banquet honors women across the area for their commitment and 

service to the community.  Sadie Harper-Scott is among those women receiving an award this year.  

News 18's Elisabeth Rentschler sat down with Harper-Scott today..and has more on her 

accomplishments. 

 

2-26-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :25) 
Food Finders has an agreement in place to purchase a new building.  It's located on the 1200 block of 

Greenbush St. in Lafayette.  Food Finders will be turning the old church into a food resource and 

education center.  The new building will include a food pantry that will be open 35 hours a week. 

 

2-26-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
Every year during YWCA's Salute to Women banquet, a woman of innovation is honored.  That 

honoree must been under 40 years old.  This year Toyinda Wilson-Long will receive the honor.  News 

18's Kelly Roberts reports how the former college athlete has used what she learned on the track to 

build people up in the real world. 

 

2-27-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:50) 
All week long, News 18 has been sharing the stories of women who've made a difference in our 

community.  This next woman has already been named Indiana teacher of the year is up for national 

teacher of the year and is now selected as an honoree for this year's YWCA's Salute to Women.  News 

18's Krista Henery reports how Harrison High School teacher Kathy Nimmer says being blind doesn't 

stop her from having big visions for the future for all her students.  

 

 



 

2-27-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The Hanna Community Center celebrated the 32nd Ebony and Ivory ball this evening.  This annual 

event raises money for the Hanna community center's many programs.  Hundreds of local 

philanthropists gathered in the Purdue Memorial Union to partake in the ball. 

 

2-28-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :50) 
Purdue University's Women In Engineering held an event today for children to explore engineering.  

Girls and boys in kindergarten through eighth grade and their parents were invited to explore 

engineering concepts through multiple activities.  Some of those activities included gum drop bridges, 

boats made from aluminum and marble drops. 

  

3-2-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:40) 
Tonight we're bringing you the story of another outstanding woman in our community.  Claudia 

Suarez's journey doesn't start in this country, but helping other people has been her mission wherever 

she goes.  News 18's Alex Maragos looks at her path from Latin America to Lafayette. 

 

3-3-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
Food Finders has found a larger warehouse to help fight food insecurity.  The new warehouse is on 10th 

Street in Lafayette, just three blocks from its Food Resources and Education Center.  The site will have 

nearly double the inventory space than Food Finder's current warehouse. 

 

3-3-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:00) 
Last year two mobile food pantries in Montgomery County served nearly 300 households.  Employees 

at a local hospital saw the need during these events and wanted to do more.  News 18's Kelly Roberts 

reports how Franciscan Saint Elizabeth is helping. 

 

3-3-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:50) 
For more than a week, News 18 has been sharing stories of women who are making a difference in the 

community.  Eight will be honored at the YWCA's Salute to Women Banquet tomorrow evening. 

The final profile is of West Lafayette police officer Janet Winslow.  News 18's Dan Klein tells us she 

could retire, but she prefers working to improve the lives of kids. 

 

3-5-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
A California wine company with Lafayette ties is giving back to the YWCA.  Together Wine Company 

is a new business that started just a few years ago by Matt Preuss, a native of Lafayette.  For each bottle 

of wine sold, a portion of the money will go to the YWCA's women's cancer program.  Matt's mother, 

Meri Preuss was a board member with the YWCA before losing her battle with cancer in 2013.  His 

father, Jerry, says Matt has always wanted to give back to the YWCA.     

 

3-6-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
A fundraiser kicked off in Lafayette with a familiar goal and a new name.  The former Penny Harvest 

has been rebranded as the "Fight for Family Empowerment."  It's in its 17th year and all proceeds 

benefit Family Services.  You can make donations at the four Pay Less stores in Lafayette and West 

Lafayette until March 31st. 

  

 

 

 



 

3-10-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
Lafayette Christian School is close to completing its seven million dollar expansion project.  The 

school has received $600,000 in donations that will help them complete the final phase of the project.  

The final phase calls for a new music room.. a common area and renovations to the kitchen. 

 

3-11-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
An anonymous donor is giving Lafayette Transitional Housing the chance to double its donations.  For 

every dollar the center raises from now until September 30
th

, the donation will be matched, up to 20 

thousand dollars.  The money will help expand its Homeless Services Program.  Last year, Lafayette 

Transitional Housing helped nearly 900 homeless people. 

 

3-21-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
To help fight homelessness locally five agencies are hoping to raise 50 thousand dollars.  Registration 

is now open for the 11th annual Homeward Bound Walk.  Admission is free but donations are 

welcome.  Homestead Consulting, Family Promise, Lafayette Transitional Housing, Salvation Army 

and Rainbow Haven will all benefit from the walk, which raises awareness about homelessness and 

housing issues. 

 

3-25-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
This fall a student will have part of his Purdue education paid for in memory of a former student.   The 

Scott A Notary Memorial Scholarship has reached the $25,000 needed to establish an endowment. 

Notary died in a 2013 fire just before graduating with a degree in building construction management. 

 

3-25-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
Governor Mike Pence has announced he will sign a controversial religious freedom bill that has been 

passed by state lawmakers in a private ceremony tomorrow.  Meanwhile, some local businesses are 

taking a stand against Senate Bill 101 to let customers know they are open for service.  News 18's 

Brittany Tyner reports while some have official blue stickers others are making their own signs. 

 

3-25-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The Bauer Community Center is getting some help thanks to some electric guitars and drum sets.  

Purdue students are putting on their annual Phenomena show Friday evening.  Each year, the benefit 

chooses a different local cause to help.  This year, Bauer is the recipient. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EDUCATION 

 

Almost 400 Lafayette school children will be attending a new elementary school in the fall. News 18's 

Dan Klein examines how Purdue could be affected by the President's recent proposal to make the first 

two years of community college free for good students.  The West Lafayette Superintendent is awarded 

the highest honor given by the Governor.  Purdue President Mitch Daniels spoke before Congress 

stressing the importance of higher education reform.  The State Board of Education will consider 

reducing future ISTEP tests and eliminating others.    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1-9-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:50) 
President Barack Obama announces a new proposal that calls for publicly funded community college.  

It's all an effort to make higher education more accessible. News 18's Brittany Tyner reports, Ivy Tech 

administrators and students welcome the idea. 

 

1-12-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Almost 400 Lafayette school children will be attending a new elementary school in the fall.  While 

most is due to the reopening of the Oakland building, about 100 are being moved because of 

overcrowding.  The LSC School Board approved new boundaries for the district tonight.  The biggest 

change is for the 285 or so kids who live roughly between Teal and Kossuth and from 9th Street to 

Sagamore who will be going to Oakland. 

 

1-13-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:35) 
After nearly a full week off of school because of weather, teachers in Tippecanoe County are trying to 

find ways to gain back the instruction lost.  Make-up days will already be tacked onto the end of the 

school year, but News 18's Kelly Roberts reports teachers need that time before March's ISTEP tests. 

 

1-13-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 3:20) 
Education and making a balanced budget a requirement written in the state constitution were two of the 

main focal points for Republican Governor Mike Pence in his annual State of the State address.  With a 

General Assembly also dominated by the GOP, the only question may be how many of his priorities he 

doesn't get in this legislative session. 

 

1-14-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Ivy Tech and Purdue are helping high school students filling out their  financial aid paperwork.  The 

Indiana Financial Aid Association is holding a help session to guide students through the process of 

applying.  

  

1-20-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
The deadline to complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid is less than two months away.  

The Tippecanoe School Corporation is encouraging parents and students to attend tonight's financial 

aid night at Ivy Tech. 

 

1-22-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
How many justices are on the Supreme Court?  That's a sample question from the US Civics Test - an 

exam anyone wanting to become a U-S citizen must pass.  And now a proposed bill also wants Indiana 

high school students to pass the same test in order to graduate.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports. 

 

1-26-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
For the Lafayette School Corporation the focus tonight was on redistricting and Oakland High School.   

At a work session, school board members discussed construction plans and possible names for Oakland 

once it relocates to the Washington Education Center and the elementary school opening in its place. 

 

1-27-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Few parents came out to the first two introductory meet- and- greet sessions for hundreds of Lafayette 

schoolchildren who will be attending a new elementary school in the fall.  As News 18 has already 

reported, in addition to the 300 children who will begin at the newly opened Oakland school building in 



the fall, another 100 are changing schools to ease overcrowding elsewhere. 

 

1-29-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 4:40) 
About half of teachers will leave the profession within the first five years.  It's happening all across the 

country, and even right here in our community. News 18's Holly Campbell joins us now with the story 

of one man who left the classroom after just one year.  Long days, low pay, stress and standardized tests 

are some of the reasons one teacher decided to leave the classroom after his first year behind the desk. 

 

1-29-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
A bill makes its way through the Statehouse that would change the future of the State Board of 

Education.  It aims to remove State Schools Superintendent Glenda Ritz as the board's chair. As News 

18 has reported, Ritz is a Democrat who has been at odds with the Republican appointees on the board.  

In December, Governor Mike Pence announced the plan to allow the board to elect its own chairman or 

chairwoman.  The bill would allow just that.  

 

1-30-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :50) 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Glenda Ritz made her first public comment today since 

testifying against a bill that would remove her as chairman of the State Board of Education.  The bill 

passed the House Education Committee in an eight to three party line vote Thursday night.  News 18's 

Elisabeth Rentschler spoke with Ritz today about her reaction to the bill.. 

  

1-30-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 3:25) 
First year teachers face challenges other teachers don't and they often bring new challenges to school 

corporations.  News18's Holly Campbell joins us with the story of one teacher in her first year as head 

of the class.  First year teachers have a lot of ups and a lot of downs.  And within the first three years, 

seven percent decide to leave the profession.  But we talked to one teacher who says she can't imagine 

doing anything else. 

 

2-6-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :55) 
Community college and higher education were the focus for President Barack Obama this afternoon. 

The President made his first appearance in Central Indiana in almost four years with a speech this 

afternoon on the campus of Ivy Tech in Indianapolis.  News 18's Dan Klein has more with how Purdue 

could be affected by the President's recent proposal to make the first two years of community college 

free for good students. 

 

2-9-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 
Just weeks before the I-STEP is to be given to students, there could be another change.  Governor Mike 

Pence has issued an executive order demanding that the test be shorter.  The announcement comes after 

he learned it would take twice as long as last year for some students to finish.  News 18's Brittany 

Tyner reports many school administrators are now wondering what they need to do in order to prepare 

for the big exam. 

 

2-11-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :45) 
The I-STEP testing window opens two weeks from today, which means the need for an answer for area 

school districts is only getting more urgent with each passing day.  The Tippecanoe School Board was 

updated on testing situation today at its regular board meeting.  TSC administrators say part of the 

reason for the length is due to new test questions which have been written and designed for this first 

test since the state adopted new education standards. 
 



 

 

2-11-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The West Lafayette Superintendent has been awarded the highest honor given by the Governor.  Dr. 

Rocky Killion was presented with the Sagamore of the Wabash.  State Representatives Randy Truitt 

and Sheila Klinker presented the award at the school board meeting. 

 

2-12-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The computer portion of the I- STEP still has bugs to fix, but there is progress.  More than 500 students 

within the Tippecanoe School Corporation participated in the second stress test for the ISTEP.  Last 

month the first stress test had problems with computers freezing right from the start. 
 

2-13-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
For those parents who want their child to skip taking the I-STEP altogether, West Lafayette Schools 

Superintendent Rocky Killion says, they may want to consider home school at least for a week.  He 

says with no ability for parents to opt out when people ask him his advice he tells them they can pull 

their child from public school before the test, enroll them in home school, then re-enroll them in public 

school after the I-STEP is over. 

       

2-17-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The Ivy Tech in Logansport is helping high school students fill out federal student aid applications.  

The college held its first FAFSA workshop of the for students.  The workshop is a way to help students 

fill out their financial aid forms.  Students who sign up for the March 10th deadline will be eligible for 

additional grants. 

 

2-19-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
Detailed plans to reduce ISTEP testing time by three hours and five minutes have been released after 

approval from the General Assembly.  After weeks of confusion, teachers now know how this year's 

ISTEP test is going to work and how it will be shortened.  The Indiana Department of Education 

released testing guidelines notifying schools to only administer half of the math and English-Language 

Arts sections. 

 

2-19-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
Community members will head to the nation's capitol next week as part of Greater Lafayette 

Commerce's annual Washington DC visit.  News 18's Samantha Thieke reports what the the 45 local 

residents would like to improve back home. 

 

2-23-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The number of Indiana students receiving school vouchers has grown by 47 percent this school year.  

That puts the number at more than 29,000. In its annual voucher participation report, the state 

Department of Education says students are eligible to get nearly 116 million dollars in voucher money, 

up from 81 million a year ago.  

 

2-24-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
A new partnership involving Purdue could one day improve U-S missiles and space vehicles among 

other things.  Purdue's College of Engineering announced its involvement in a new industry research 

consortium.  The Center for Integrated Thermal Management of Aerospace Vehicles or CIT-MAV, 

launched in 2014 when Purdue partnered with Wright-Patterson Air Force Base for research. 

 



 

 

2-24-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 
One Lafayette School Corporation parent says she refuses to have her child take the ISTEP test this 

year.  Instead she is asking that her son be given a different curriculum in school during the testing 

times.  As News 18's Kelly Roberts reports, the corporation is honoring her request. 

 

2-25-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
One of the nation's top teachers got a well-deserved banquet in her honor.  The line of wellwishers 

stretched around the room, eager to talk with Harrision High School English and Creative Writing 

teacher Kathy Nimmer.  Last year she was named Indiana's Teacher of the Year and is a finalist for 

National Teacher of the Year.    

 

2-25-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
Overcrowding could be a problem yet again for the Lafayette School Corporation.  But administrators 

say it's something they saw coming.   News 18's Samantha Thieke reports how the corporation is 

planning ahead to prevent the problem. 

 

2-25-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Indiana First Lady Karen Pence traveled to Lafayette this afternoon and paid a visit to Murdock 

Elementary School.  Pence first walked through the hallway where students greeted her.  While there, 

she read a book to a first grade class and spoke to the fourth graders.  She explained her role as 

Indiana's First Lady and students were able to ask her questions after the presentation. 

  

2-27-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The Tippecanoe School Corporation getting its students excited about I-STEP next week.  At 

Mayflower Mill Elementary, students were treated to a Rock the I-STEP pep rally.  Musician Mike 

Kelsey, who went to Mayflower, performed a variety of songs and tunes.  Each year the school holds an 

event for students before I-STEP.   

 

3-4-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :45) 
There are still a couple of months to go for this school year, but the Lafayette School Corporation is 

helping parents prepare for the fall.  The district is holding its annual Kindergarten Round- Up on 

March 17
th

.  Parents are encouraged to stop by their neighborhood school.. visit with teachers and pre-

register for the up-coming school year.  Edgelea Elementary Principal Alicia Clevenger says the round-

up is a great way for parents to become familiar with the school.   

 

3-8-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 
A bill being considered by the Indiana legislatures would make it more difficult for a troubled charter 

school to "shop" for an organization to sponsor it. House Bill 16-36  would provide more scrutiny of 

private colleges and universities who authorize charter schools by requiring them to register with the 

state Board of Education. The bill was prompted by the state's three main charter authorizes, the 

Indianapolis mayor's office, Ball State University and the Indiana Charter School Board. 

 

3-9-15 (During the 11 the o’clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
The "Northeast Indiana Friends of Public Education" is calling for a one- year pause in accountability. 

It’s a suggestion that was first made by State Schools Superintendent Glenda Ritz. The organization is 

calling for a Twitter storm using the hash tag "pause accountability" to alert lawmakers and members of 

the State Board of Education to what it believes is a misuse of I- STEP scores. 



 

 

3-13-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
Leaders from several universities tell Indiana lawmakers they need more funding from the state to help 

keep tuition costs down. Public school officials appeared before the state Senate Appropriations 

Committee today. A current House budget plan would increase higher education funding by an 

additional 45 million dollars. 

 

3-15-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Indiana school districts which have missed more than a week of class due to winter weather are 

searching for ways to make up those days. Trinity Lutheran High School in Seymour had students 

attend class Saturday. Other districts are adding days the week after graduation. 

 

3-17-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :35) 
Purdue President Mitch Daniels will testify before Congress about decreasing confidence in higher 

education. Daniels will be one of four witnesses going before the House Subcommittee on Education 

and Workforce Training.  He plans to talk about how Purdue is restoring public confidence in higher 

education.    

 

3-18-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
The State Board of Education will consider reducing future ISTEP tests and eliminating others.  The 

move comes after this year's ISTEP nearly doubled in length to accommodate new state academic 

standards.  The measure would shorten future ISTEP exams and get rid of other tests that board 

member Sarah O'Brien says exceeds those state and federal requirements. 

 

3-19-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :40) 
Checking in on the State Board of Education this morning the future of I-STEP tests is up for 

discussion.  The move comes after this year's ISTEP nearly doubled in length to accommodate new 

state academic standards. It would both shorten future ISTEP exams and eliminate other tests that 

exceed state and federal requirements. The proposal will be discussed at the board's meeting on April 

1st. 

 

3-19-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Purdue President Mitch Daniels spoke before Congress stressing the importance of higher education 

reform. He was one of several university officials from across the country who testified in Washington 

DC Tuesday 

 

3-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30)  
This fall a student will have part of his Purdue education paid for in memory of a former student. The 

Scott A Notary Memorial Scholarship has reached the 25-thousand dollars needed to establish an 

endowment. Notary died in a 2013 fire just before graduating with a degree in building construction 

management. For now, this scholarship covers $1000 for a junior in building construction management 

with a 2.6 GPA or higher. 

 

3-27-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
A social media contest is encouraging teens and young adults to put their phone down while driving.  

During the month of April.. high school and college students have a chance to win a $5,000 scholarship 

through the "text later" Social Media Contest.  Five Indiana government agencies are partnering for the 

competition.  April is Distracted Driving Awareness month. 



 

 

3-30-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
The Purdue Women in Engineering program is using an 85 thousand dollar grant to encourage kids to 

explore computer science.  Last month, the Google Rise Awards issued the grant to the engineering 

program.  The grant will be used to fund a summer program and after-school activities using a 

Raspberry Pi Interactive Coding Kit. 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE 

 

State Street is on its way to becoming a more pedestrian friendly road in West Lafayette.  The process 

for a controversial stone quarry continues.  Online retailer Amazon plans to build a wind farm in 

Benton County.  The Lafayette Board of Works approves another phase of the Durkees Run project.       

West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis says last year's annexation is starting to pay off with new 

developments.  With an 83 million dollar contract in place, Interstate 65 will become three lanes wide.   

The Lafayette Board of Works also approves bids to build a new rescue fire truck.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1-2-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
The city of Logansport will soon find out whether or not it can annex more than 26 hundred acres of 

land.  The proposed annexation consists of homes, farms and businesses.  A hearing is scheduled for 

February 3 to determine whether or not the city can annex the southeastern and southwestern areas 

bordering Logansport city limits in Cass County. 

 

1-2-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :55) 
We are learning more information about possible plans to build a controversial stone quarry near 

Americus.  As News 18 reported last week, the Rogers Group filed a reclamation plan with the Area 

Planning Commission office putting the request on the agenda for this month's Board of Zoning 

Appeals meeting.  According to planning officials, the special exception for the mining operation 

permit states that the mine would be active for 50 to 60 years and operate from 6 a-m to 6 p-m Monday 

through Friday. 

 

1-5-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis says last year's annexation is starting to pay off with new 

developments.  The city council approved two rezones for developments around  US 231. 

 

1-6-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
The Board of Works approved a sidewalk project.   City Engineer Jenny Leshney says they'll be 

installing new sidewalks on Greenbush Street near Market Square.  

 

1-6-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
The Lafayette Board of Works also approved a contract this morning between the Lafayette Fire 

Department and Fairfield Township.   The fire department already provides services to the township, 

but Lafayette Fire Chief Richard Doyle says this year's contract is different than previous contracts.   

He says part of the money this year will be used for training and health programs for personnel.  

 

1-7-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:55) 
15 days after the last hurdle was cleared for a controversial stone quarry to be heard before the 

Tippecanoe County Board of Zoning Appeals, it has been pulled from the agenda.  The move comes as 

a complete surprise to both area planners and residents who oppose the quarry.  Now, 18 months after 

the twisting drama began, no one knows if it's officially over. 

 

1-7-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
Interstate 65 through most of the Lafayette area will become three lanes wide in each direction.  It's all 

thanks to an 83 million dollar contract that's now in place.  News 18's Brittany Tyner reports one 

business welcomes the expansion and the construction that will come with it. 

 

1-8-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 1:10) 
One day after the developer behind a controversial stone quarry proposal near Americus withdrew its 

request from the Board of Zoning Appeals, it files a lawsuit against Tippecanoe County.  The suit 

names the County, the County Commissioners, the BZA, the Area Plan Commission and the Building 

Commissioner as defendants.   

 

 

 



 

 

1-12-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :20) 
West Lafayette Mayor John Dennis has filed to run for re-election.  During Mayor Dennis' second term. 

West Lafayette nearly doubled in size after an annexation went into effect last February and it moved 

from a Class 3 to a Class 2 city. 

 

1-13-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
The Lafayette Board of Works approved phase four of the Durkees Run project.  Superintendent of 

Lafayette Water Pollution and Control, Brad Talley, says the final phase will rehab 9,000 feet of sewer 

along the Durkees Run Creek. 

 

1-13-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
Expect to see some changes at the Big Four Depot in Lafayette this summer.  The Lafayette Board of 

Works approved a nearly $800,000 contract to make repairs at the site.  

 

1-13-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
As Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski runs for his fourth term, he says his goals are much the same as 

when he ran the first time.  Roswarski says when ran for mayor with the Democratic Party in 2003, he 

viewed it as a job rather than a position.  Since coming into office, Roswarski says the goal has always 

been to grow the city economically. 

 

1-19-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
This month marks one year for the White County Boys and Girls Club.  The organization is having a 

party to celebrate the first year at Meadowlawn Elementary.  The club was founded on January 10 of 

last year.  The Boys and Girls Club recently agreed to a new two- year deal with Meadowlawn 

Elementary. 

 

1-21-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:10) 
With the recent thaw, potholes are starting to form on roads around Greater Lafayette and there are 

ways the public can report a pothole so it can be fixed.  News 18's Amber Hardwick explains how the 

weather this winter is affecting the roads and what drivers can do to help get potholes repaired. 

 

1-21-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :35) 
The intersection of Northwestern and Lindberg could be the home of a new Family Express this 

summer and that's not sitting well with some residents.  The Area Plan Commission approved a 

replatting of three properties into one where the old Smitty's grocery store stood.  With a neighborhood 

business zoning, a convenience store can be built on the property by right. 

 

1-21-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :45) 
Lafayette Mayor Tony Roswarski has officially filed for re-election and he's not the only person who's 

running for the office.  Republican William Reed has also filed to run in May's primary.  News 18's 

Brittany Tyner has more on the latest filings. 

 

1-22-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
Online retailer Amazon is planning to build a wind farm in Benton County.  Amazon Web Services will 

be behind the 150 megawatt farm.  That's a cloud computing branch of the company.  Officials say they 

have signed an agreement with Pattern Energy Group LP to support the farm's construction and 

operation.    



 

 

1-29-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The interior of the Long Center will also be receiving improvements.  The Lafayette Redevelopment 

Commission approved a contract with engineers.  Renovations would improve utilities, lighting and 

mechanical systems inside the Long Center. 

 

1-30-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
Delphi Mayor Randy Strasser is seeking a third term in office.  Strasser filed his candidate ballot for re-

election at the Carroll County Courthouse.  If elected, the democrat would like to see an increase in 

available housing, and recruit more businesses to the city. 

 

2-3-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 20) 
One of those projects keeping the city busy will be a widening of Old Romney Road. This morning, the 

Board of Works approved a project that would widen the road from US 52  to Twyckenham Boulevard.  

City engineer Jenny Leshney says it won't only be a safety improvement for motorists, but it will also 

help pedestrians 

 

2-4-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 
In the past year US 52 has gone from wrapping around the eastside of Lafayette to the Westside.  It's 

the biggest route change since new routes were assigned when the new US 231 opened.Here's what you 

need to know since the routes changed. US 52 no longer follows Sagamore Parkway through Lafayette 

and West Lafayette. 

 

2-9-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :50) 
Lane restrictions are in place on Sagamore Parkway as crews work to improve the aging infrastructure 

the cones here on Sagamore Parkway in Lafayette have been in place for about two weeks now and it's 

expected to stay like this until the first week of April. 

 

2-12-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
Drivers in West Lafayette can expect more travel delays around Cumberland Avenue. Duke Energy is 

replacing power line poles and other infrastructure on the road. The restrictions will be in place around 

the area where crews are working. A Duke Energy spokesperson says this is part of a project that began 

in November. The project is expected to be complete within the next three to four weeks. 

 

2-12-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 
State Street is on its way to becoming a more pedestrian friendly road in West Lafayette. News 18's 

Samantha Thieke reports on how Purdue University is working with the city of West Lafayette to 

redevelop the area. 

 

2-12-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:50) 
There's a new building a new gym and new hope for a church that lost its property in the construction 

of the new Hoosier Heartland Highway. It's a story about the Delphi Pentecostal Church that News 18 

first told you about more than three years ago. 

 

2-18-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20) 
Construction on an 18 million dollar expansion is underway at IU Health Arnett Hospital. Director of 

operations Roger Bradley says the new medical office is three stories and will house more than 100 

exam rooms. Bradley says IU Health Arnett OBYGN, orthopedics and surgery groups will be moving 



into the office space. 

  

2-18-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration: 30) 
Staying on Purdue's campus, Construction is underway on a new residence hall for honors students. 

The 90 million dollar project will house more than 800 students in Purdue's honor college. The hall will 

also include classrooms, offices and an apartment for a faculty member. 

 

2-20-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration: 35) 
Purdue also closed on a major construction deal in West Lafayette. A new building designed to make 

lighter, stronger parts for airplanes or cars is coming to the research park. The school announced 

Thursday it has approved a 50 million dollar advanced materials center. It will be built at the corner of 

Kalberer and Yeager Roads in West Lafayette and will be funded by the school and the state. 

  

2-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration 2:09) 
Overcrowding could be a problem yet again for the Lafayette School Corporation. But administrators 

say it's something they saw coming 

 

2-25-15 (During the five o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Purdue University is opening a new cultural center.  The site will support and provide opportunities for 

domestic and international students. Construction is underway at Stewart Center for the Asian 

American and Asian Resource and Cultural Center. It will help students improve their experience on 

campus and integrate their culture. 

  

2-26-15 (During the six o’clock broadcast, Duration: 20) 
Food Finders hopes to open the new building by May of 2016. Bunder says they are still looking for a 

new warehouse.  

 

3-2-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
Right now Tippecanoe County is saving money to replace several buildings at the Fairgrounds.  But 

people may notice some changes as early as this summer.  Aside from the Fairground renovations, more 

changes will be coming to that area of Lafayette.  News 18's Kelly Roberts reports on the ways the area 

will change. 

 

3-6-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
The Hoosier State passenger rail service between Indianapolis and Chicago will end April 1st.  

According to the State Department of Transportation, the Federal Railroad Administration is requiring 

the state to take responsibility for all in-state railroads even though it doesn't own any tracks or trains.  

 

3-9-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:55) 
The return of warm weather means the return of orange cones and barrels on the roads.  News 18's 

Kelly Roberts reports several of the area's busiest roads will be affected by construction season. 

 

3-10-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
The Lafayette Board of Works also approves bids to build a new rescue fire truck.  Chief Richard 

Doyle says it's been about 15 years since the department bought its last rescue vehicle. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

3-10-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :15) 
One multi- million dollar road project in Lafayette is now up for bids.  The project will widen Old 

Romney Road from U- S 52 to Twyckenham Boulevard.  The Board of Works also approved opening 

bids for a curb project on Veterans Memorial Parkway. 

 

3-11-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:30) 
West Lafayette will soon be accepting bids for State Street reconstruction.  Mayor John Dennis and 

Purdue President Mitch Daniels made their pitch at Purdue's Road School.  News 18's Samantha 

Thieke was on campus to see how it went.  

 

3-11-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
Tippecanoe School officials are turning their attention to the exterior design as they rebuild a middle 

school damaged by tornado.  The TSC school board got an update on the progress of Southwestern 

Middle School this afternoon. 

 

3-12-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
Leaders from several universities tell Indiana lawmakers they need more funding from the state to help 

keep tuition costs down. Public school officials appeared before the state Senate Appropriations 

Committee today. A current House budget plan would increase higher education funding by an 

additional 45 million dollars. 

 

3-13-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :45) 
The Hoosier State Line is getting a one month reprieve from closing for good.  As News 18 reported 

last Friday, the passenger rail line between Indianapolis and Chicago was going to end after April 1st 

due to a requirement from the Federal Railroad Administration. 

 

3-13-15 (During the six o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:15) 
Plans to renovate Frankfort High School will soon be in the hands of taxpayers.  News 18's Holly 

Campbell reports the Community Schools of Frankfort will know if they have the support from the 

community come election day. 

 

3-15-15 (During the 11 o’clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Indiana school districts which have missed more than a week of class due to winter weather are 

searching for ways to make up those days. Trinity Lutheran High School in Seymour had students 

attend class Saturday. Other districts are adding days the week after graduation. 

 

3-15-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
INDOT says State Road 38 in Lafayette will be affected starting Monday for another bridge project.  

The bridge over Wilson Ditch is located west of Creasy Lane, directly behind Pay Less grocery store.  

INDOT officials says traffic will be restricted to one lane in each direction over the bridge. 

 

3-16-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
Lafayette school officials are happy that construction and remodeling bids for several buildings are 

within expectations.  The LSC school board approved a $629,000 architectural bid this evening in a 

work session as well as part of a 1-point-6 million dollar total cost for work at the Oakland and 

Washington buildings. 

 



 

 

3-18-15 (During the morning broadcast, Duration :20) 
The northbound lanes of I-65 will be closed for two hours.  The lanes will be closed in White County 

for about five miles, from the State Road 18 exit to mile marker 193.  INDOT will be removing two 

steel coils from the median left over from a crash last week. 

  

3-18-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :30) 
A couple dozen Tippecanoe County neighbors get their wish from the Area Plan Commission. At issue 

tonight were a pair of rezoning proposals near Battle Ground Middle School.  As News 18 has already 

reported, one on the north side of County Road 600 North is to make 73 acres of property into R-1-B., 

allowing about 60 more homes than would be allowed on R-1.  More than 25 people spoke up or wrote 

a letter against it and were pleased by the 8-3 vote to recommend denial to the request. 

  

3-20-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :30) 
Lane closures begin next week as crews resurface Sagamore Parkway in West Lafayette.  The Indiana 

Department of Transportation says the change will begin on Wednesday. 
 

3-20-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :15) 
There will also be lane closures on Sagamore Parkway in Lafayette on the bridge over the Wabash next 

Friday.  INDOT will be performing an inspection of the Bridge Deck.  One lane of traffic will be closed 

and drivers should expect delays during that time. 

 

3-23-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :40) 
A large sign proposed for the soon- to- be- built Family Express on Northwestern Avenue is 

recommended for denial by Tippecanoe County area planners.  As News 18 reported in January, the 

property on Northwestern and Lindberg was re-plated to allow a convenience store on the site.  Now, 

company representatives have three variance requests related to signage on the property before the 

Board of Zoning Appeals meeting this week.  One of the requests is for a sign with the company name 

and gas prices that is more than double the maximum size of sign allowed. 

 

3-23-15 (During the five o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
INDOT is asking drivers to pay closer attention to the road while traveling.  This week is Work Zone 

Awareness Week and marks the start of highway construction season. 

 

3-24-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
Happy Hollow Road reconstruction could be the most amount of work this summer.  The city is 

planning a public meeting to let people know what to expect there. 

 

3-24-15 (During the noon broadcast, Duration :20) 
And another road closure to pass along in Clinton County.  US 52 will be closed to replace box culverts 

beginning in May.  The Indiana Department of Transportation says the closure will begin on May first. 

 

3-24-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration 2:20) 
The clock began this week on Frankfort Mayor Chris McBarnes' 200-day plan.  And it includes a blitz 

to get rid of blighted properties and a citizen's police academy.  The mayor says it's all part of his four 

cornerstones: neighborhood revitalization, economic development, communications and citizen voice.  

News 18's Brittany Tyner checks on the progress. 

 



 

 

3-25-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
The Tippecanoe County Board of Zoning Appeals denied two variance requests related to signage for a 

new Family Express coming to Northwestern and Lindberg.  The vote was 5-2 against the request, 

matching the recommendation of area planning staff. 

 

3-29-15 (During the 11 o'clock broadcast, Duration :25) 
After a short year of planning the West Lafayette Calvary Baptist Church is ready to grow.  The church 

congregation gathered in the sanctuary today to celebrate the ground breaking of a new wing of their 

building.  The congregation has quickly outgrown its walls so last Easter the church added two more 

services on Sundays.    

 
 

 


